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By Sarah Siock

WITH an 86% majority, faculty in Rider’s chapter of  the American Association 
of  University Professors (AAUP) passed a no-confidence motion against 
President Gregory Dell’Omo and called on the Board of  Trustees to remove 
him, the union announced on Feb. 8. However, the board quickly and publicly 

rejected the union’s request. 
The motion comes after a week of  online anonymous voting by union members. 

This vote is the second no-confidence motion against Dell’Omo during his six-year 
tenure at Rider. The preceding vote against the president in 2017 passed with a 75% 
majority and was the first in Rider’s history, but it did not ask the Board of  Trustees to 
remove Dell’Omo. 

“We are requesting the Board of  Trustees to utilize their authority to remove 
the president. The Board of  Trustees have a fiduciary responsibility to protect 
the financial stability of  the institution. We’ve specified the decisions made by the 
president that have put the university at risk, and the very survival of  the institution at 
risk,” said AAUP Chief  Grievance Officer Jeffrey Halpern, a sociology professor. 

The resolution explains the AAUP’s decision and says, “... Dell’Omo’s strategic 
policies have seriously eroded Rider’s financial position, reducing net income by $6 
million, increasing non-teaching expenses by $8 million between 2015 and 2019 (pre-
pandemic) while significantly increasing Rider’s debt, in a time period where peer 
institutions in Rider’s market experienced increased enrollment and net revenue.” 

The resolution also cites Dell’Omo’s decision to move Westminster Choir College 
from its Princeton campus to Rider’s Lawrenceville campus as a reason for the 
faculty’s no-confidence vote. 

“... Dell’Omo’s strategic decisions in regards to Westminster Choir College 
have resulted in lost alumni support, reduced enrollments for the university, lost 
reputational status and resulted in expensive legal and consulting fees, actions which 
have alienated students, alumni, faculty and artistic partners of  the University,” the 
resolution states. 

Within an hour of  the union’s announcement, the Board of  Trustees declared its 
full endorsement of  Dell’Omo.  

In a Feb. 8 press release, John Guarino ’82, chairman of  the Board of  Trustees, 
said, “Although the voices of  all members of  the Rider community are important, the 
Board of  Trustees is profoundly disappointed by this action [no-confidence vote] and 
reaffirms its support of  President Dell’Omo and his leadership team. … Throughout 
his tenure, President Dell’Omo has consistently demonstrated his commitment to 
move Rider forward and secure a stable future for the university. We recognize that 
some of  the decisions President Dell’Omo must make for the future of  Rider may be 
unpopular. That is the nature of  change, but Rider must change, that is for certain. 
It is our sincere hope that members of  the AAUP will 
cooperate with the administration and be a part of  the 
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AAUP votes no-confidence against Dell’Omo

 By Shaun Chornobroff

A RIDER student sent an alarming email to multiple 
members of  the university faculty, leading to him 
being reported missing, multiple sources have 
confirmed to The Rider News. 

Jordan Clark-Sherman, 26, who is working toward 
a master’s degree in homeland security, was reported 
missing Feb. 2 after sending the message and remained 
unaccounted for as of  Feb. 8, Lawrence Township 
Police Lt. Chris Longo said. 

Sherman is considered “endangered” and was 
last seen in his hometown of  Trenton on Feb. 2 at 
approximately 6 p.m. with a possible destination of  
Maryland, a press release from the Lawrence Township 
Police Department said. 

The release said that Sherman is 5-foot-11, weighs 
approximately 200 pounds and has black hair and 
brown eyes. 

Before his time at Rider, Clark-Sherman served in 
the United States Army and Army National Guard, 
according to Thomas Reddington, Rider’s coordinator 
of  veteran affairs. 

It was Clark-Sherman’s time in the military that led 
him to be introduced to Reddington, who called the 
two of  them “pals” and said he enjoys the relationship 
the two of  them have. 

“He’s a pretty easy-going guy. You know, friendly 
guy, he has manners, he’s well-read. He’s very 
interested in current events and what’s going on around 
him,” Reddington said. “He’s a good observer of  
people; he can pick up on what’s going on with people. 
I always told him he should be a counselor because he 
can just read people really well. I think he had to; he 
grew up on the mean streets of  Trenton. You had to 

have a radar of  the people around you.”
Reddington said that Clark-Sherman has been 

a student at the university “on-and-off ” for six or 
seven years. In a recent meeting between Reddington, 
Clark-Sherman and a professor, Redington said Clark-
Sherman revealed that he had lost 23 extended family 
members since the start of  the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“He had his issues like anybody else and he had 
taken mental health breaks,” Reddington said. “When 
all his family members were getting sick and dying, that 
was too much for him. He took a break from school 
and then he started his own business and he had started 
a cleaning business that actually took off.” 

Despite having a bevy of  clients begging him not 
to leave, Clark-Sherman shut down his business and 
started the process of  coming back to school to finish 
his master’s. 

Political science professor Barbara Franz was one of  
the professors Clark-Sherman worked closely with as 
he tried to get on track. When he was ready to return 
to school, Franz supported and aided his decision to 
return to the homeland security program. 

“I encouraged him to come back to education. 
He said education is his way out, and he told me it 
disciplines his mind. He was totally ready to come 
back. He even sent me a paper … right before he 
disappeared,” said Franz. 

Professor Adam McMahon, director of  Rider’s 
homeland security program, taught Clark-Sherman in 
the fall of  2020 over Zoom, and even through a screen 
the graduate student shined as an “exceptionally bright 
student.”

“I’m very worried. 
I’m very concerned. He’s 

This vote is the second no-confidence motion against President Gregory Dell’Omo during his six-year 
tenure at Rider.
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Rider graduate student remains missing
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Jordan Clark-Sherman, a graduate student studying homeland 
security, has been reported missing since Feb. 2 and has remained 
unaccounted for as of Feb. 8.



2  The Rider News    Feb. 9, 2022

News

AAUP says decisions made pre-pandemic led to no-confidence vote

A
dr

ie
nn

e 
U

nf
re

ed
/ T

he
 R

id
er

 N
ew

s

A
dr

ie
nn

e 
U

nf
re

ed
/ T

he
 R

id
er

 N
ew

s

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

considered endangered. If  anybody knows anything, they should contact 
campus security as soon as possible. He’s a very bright student with a lot of  
potential. We hope that he’s safe,” McMahon said. “It’s clear from a faculty 
perspective that a lot of  students are dealing with a lot of  personal issues 
stemming from the pandemic or associated with the pandemic. … Somebody 
who’s struggling who hears about this, use this as motivation to seek out 
help.” 

Rider’s counseling center can be reached by calling 609-986-5157 or 
emailing counseling@rider.edu.

Anyone with information should contact Rider Public Safety at 609-896-
5029 or Detective Ryan Dunn of  the Lawrence Police Department at 609-
844-7125 or 609-896-1111. 

 
Sarah Siock contributed to this report. 

Missing Rider student considered endangered

For those with information regarding Jordan Clark-Sherman contact Public Safety at 609-896-5029.

process to strengthen our foundation so Rider can continue to grow and thrive.”
The no-confidence vote follows the university administration’s announcement 

on Jan. 24 of  a voluntary separation program for non-faculty employees to reduce 
salary and benefit expenses with a warning that layoffs were possible if  savings 
goals weren’t met. The university is currently projecting a $20 million deficit. 

“Dell’Omo’s poor management has cost Rider University millions and millions 
of  dollars. To remedy this, he plans on layoffs and buy-outs, but the only person 
who should receive a pink slip is Greg Dell’Omo. If  Rider is to survive, Dell’Omo 
must go,” said AAUP President Barbara Franz, a political science professor, in a 
Feb. 8 press release. 

In the university press release, Dell’Omo reaffirmed his confidence in his 
strategic policies and pointed to the pandemic as one of  the reasons for the 
university’s financial situation. 

Dell’Omo said in the press release, “Every day, tuition-dependent private 
institutions like Rider are grappling with issues related to affordability, enrollment, 
competition, shrinking state and federal funding, student success and retention 
and the looming drop in the number of  high school graduates. As if  this wasn’t 
enough, a global pandemic swept in, exacerbating existing challenges and 
creating unforeseen new ones. ... While we have already accomplished so much in 
addressing financial challenges related to the pandemic, enrollment and more, we 
must take decisive, but difficult steps to achieve financial stability to position Rider 
so that we can continue to invest strategically and improve the delivery of  our 
mission and student outcomes given the changing environment we face.”

However, Halpern said decisions made before the pandemic have led the AAUP 
to pass the no-confidence motion. Halpern explained that Rider’s bond rating 
status, which has been downgraded three times during Dell’Omo’s presidency, 
played a role in the union’s decision. 

“We have now had multiple years of  cash deficits and they [the administration] 
are moving to force staff  to leave the institution by offering them small buyouts, 
and if  they don’t take the buyouts they will be terminated. These are all signs of  an 
institution that’s not fiscally safe,” said Halpern.

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
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The Board of Trustees promptly rejected the union’s no-confidence motion.
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Rider named  ‘Green College’ for 12th straight year 

Bathroom vandalism causes thousands of dollars in damage
By Sarah Siock

TOILETS in residence halls and academic buildings across campus have been 
so excessively and repeatedly stuffed with paper products that Rider has 
experienced over 50 sewer backups since November of  2021. 

The bathroom incidents have cost Rider over $50,000 due to cleanup, 
repairs and outside contractors. In a campus-wide email sent on Feb. 3 Vice 
President for Facilities and University Operations Mike Reca announced that the 
situation has escalated to the point of  involving the Lawrence Township Police 
Department. If  identified, persons responsible for the bathroom vandalism may be 
subject to criminal prosecution, in addition to Rider’s disciplinary process.

“We filled that out with the Lawrence police because of  the value. It’s costing 
us close to 60 grand right now. Something of  that magnitude, if  it is vandalism, we 
wanted to make sure that we got a report filed,” said Reca. 

Reca said typically there are seven to eight sewer backups a year but in the fall 
semester, there was one nearly every day. The backups have occurred in various 
buildings but most often in the Bart Luedeke Center, Gill Chapel, Bierenbaum 
Fisher Hall, the Fine Arts building, Hill Residence Hall, Lincoln Residence Hall, 
Kroner Residence Hall and Ziegler Residence Hall. 

According to Reca over winter break there were no sewer backup issues but on 
the second day of  the spring semester, the incidents started again.

“We were finding excessive amounts of  paper towels and toilet paper. People 
were just pulling paper towels out and sending them down the toilet intentionally. 
There’s no way any one person using the bathroom would put anything like that 
unless it was intentional,” said Reca. 

Freshman business administration major Jeffrey Kuhl, who lives in Conover 
Residence Hall, said his wing’s bathroom has experienced at least four sewer 
backups over the past year. Kuhl described the incidents as disruptive to his daily 
routine since the bathrooms are often closed while Facilities Management fixes the 
issue.

Kuhl said, “The school is suffering financially because of  this. It’s also taking 
away people that should be doing other things, such as janitors. They should be 
worried about just cleaning the bathroom and getting in and getting out. But 
instead, they have to go in and face these unnecessary problems. It’s not fair to the 
people that work here that they have to deal with these extra issues besides the job 
that they’re doing already.”

 Reca explained that as a result of  the many sewer backups, other campus 
repairs and projects have been put on hold since funds have been diverted to pay 
for repairs and damage restoration.

Sophomore English major and resident of  Hill Residence Hall, Marissa Harding 
said only two of  the three stalls in the bathroom closest to her room are currently 
operating. Due to the sewer backups, Harding often has to find other places on 
campus to use the bathroom.

Harding said, “We’ve experienced a lot of  clogged toilets and little floods in the 
bathroom. It’s disgusting. Our water has even been shut off  a couple of  times.”

Associate Vice President for University Marketing and Communications 
Kristine Brown said last fall there was speculation that the incidents were spurred 
by a viral TikTok challenge called “devious licks.” The challenge encouraged high 
school and college students to steal or vandalize school property, most commonly 
bathrooms, and post it to TikTok. However, Brown said there is “no proof ” that 
the incidents at Rider were connected to the “devious licks” challenge. 

In an attempt to lower the number of  paper products entering toilets, in some 
buildings paper towels were removed from bathrooms in which electric hand dryers 
are installed.

Reca said, “We know that the majority of  our students are great and it’s 
unfortunate that this happens this way. But it’s not just the sewer damage. We’ve 
had to replace flooring, we’ve had some sheetrock damage and we’ve had ceiling 
tiles replaced. The more this happens the more it’s going to cost and the more it’s 
gonna affect people’s day-to-day academic pursuits.”

 Reca and Brown encouraged students with information about the situation to 
contact Public Safety at 609-896-5029 or report online anonymously through the 
Silent Witness Form. 

 

A closed bathroom in Hill Residence Hall, one of the places where the sewer backups most often occur.
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By Olivia Nicoletti

RIDER University’s continuous efforts in improving its environment have once 
again secured them a spot on The Princeton Review’s Guide to Green Colleges: 
2022 Edition. 

The ‘green college rankings’ were first launched in 2010 and Rider has 
received a spot on the list every year since. Many changes have been made in the 
past by the university to encourage students and faculty to engage in sustainability 
on campus.

In 2016, a Carbon Neutrality plan was put in place to help reduce the main 
contributors to its overall annual greenhouse gas emissions. Some organizations 
such as Second Nature, have partnered with Rider to combat climate change. In 
April of  2021, Rider co-signed a letter to President Joe Biden’s administration to 
adopt carbon reduction goals. 

Along with the efforts that the university has put in, the green team 
organization and their eco reps also focused on keeping the campus sustainable on 
a daily basis.

Director of  Sustainability Melissa Greenberg said she is, “proud to have been 
a part of  so many initiatives over the years that solidified Rider’s place in the 
Princeton Review as a ‘green campus’ and the unfinished work [they] are still 
doing to reach our goal of  carbon neutrality.”

Tara Towson, a junior elementary education major, became an eco rep in the 
fall semester of  2021. She has great pride in her position on campus and hopes to 
continue inspiring others to get involved.

“There are many ways we implement sustainability around campus including 
a Solar array through the partnership of  PSE&G, tracking energy use through 
energy submeters, a biodigester in the dining hall that converts food waste into 
greywater to divert from landfills, and many more. It is important to us that we 
reach students and faculty to ensure they do their part on campus as well,” said 
Towson. 

Fellow eco rep, Kayelena Brimage, a junior entrepreneurial studies major, 
became a part of  the team the same semester as Towson.

In agreement with Towson, Brimage said, “We have green team meetings and 
events to boost the importance of  going green and how it affects the environment 
by making conscientious decisions.”

An important aspect of  their job is engaging and encouraging students on 
campus to get involved. 

“We hold green team meetings talking about climate issues and how students 
can do their part. We also table all over campus to educate students on campus 
projects like fill it forward which involves scanning a sticker after filling water 
bottles on campus to give back to communities who don’t have water while saving 
plastic bottles,” Towson said. “We also have our green film series which has an 
assortment of  environmental movies to keep students engaged and educated. 

Students can even do their part by just recycling correctly. Rider campus accepts 
recycling numbers one, two and five for plastics and aluminum when rinsed out as 
well as paper and cardboard.”

Greenberg said, “At the very least, [students] can follow the eco reps on social 
media for information about upcoming events, sustainability news and current 
events.”

In addition to the environment on campus, Greenberg encouraged college 
students, “To understand their own impact on the world around them and 
understand that the choices they make when it comes to the environment, matter. 
The extent of  their participation will vary from casting votes for only political 
candidates that want to lower local and nationwide environmental impacts to 
seeking a career within a direct environmental field. The current generation of  
college students will become tomorrow’s innovators, educators, policymakers and 
business and world leaders that will need to work toward combating the climate 
crisis.”

After years of  dedication to sustainability on campus, Greenberg and the eco 
reps are proud to have been a part of  these movements.

“It is an honor for all of  our hard work in the Office of  Sustainability to be 
recognized,” Towson said. “We do so much around campus to ensure our campus 
stays green and getting the word of  sustainability out there is top priority.”

The Green Team is hosting a meeting on Feb. 10, from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
students are welcome to join in-person or virtually.
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Rider has been listed as a green college every year since the Green College rankings launched in 
2010.
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By Tori Pender

SENIOR dance science major Anna Fredeen was the recipient of  this year’s 
Choreography Connection Award from Regional Dance America, after 
presenting seven modern dance pieces.

 Fredeen has danced for 21 years in all varieties of  western dance, from 
ponté, to contemporary, to tap. 

“If  somebody told me to improv right now, I would start performing in modern 
technique … I gravitate, when it comes to choreography, toward modern,” said 
Fredeen. “I create pieces for all types of  styles, but if  I really had my way to do 
everything the way I want to, it would most likely end up being modern.”

Fredeen participated in a dance intensive workshop held by Regional Dance 
America, a nonprofit dedicated to elevating the future of  dance in America.

Fredeen described the pieces she showcased as “out of  her comfort zone” since 
the director, Peter Chu, gave the choreographers different situations to create the 
pieces around. 

“Some of  them are really interesting,” said Fredeen. “Go find something in 
your room and create that shape with your body. Then how do you move out of  
the shape and back into it, in different ways, which was very interesting for me and 
kind of  difficult.”

Her mother and Provost of  Academic Affairs DonnaJean Fredeen said from the 
beginning, Anna Fredeen has been both a dancer and choreographer. 

DonnaJean Fredeen said, “She first publicly performed her choreography at an 
elementary school talent show in the second grade, a tap dance to the J. Geils Band 
song, ‘Til’ the Walls Come Tumblin’ Down.’”  

DonnaJean Fredeen emphasized how enjoyable it is for her to not only watch 
her daughter dance but also, the dancers who perform in her choreographed 
pieces, seeing the visualizations and interpretations of  the choreographed music 
come to life. 

“As a mom, I was overjoyed when she was selected to receive the Choreography 
Connection award,” said DonnaJean Fredeen. “As Provost, I am, once again, 
thrilled to learn of  the accomplishments of  one of  our Rider Broncs.”

Anna Fredeen currently teaches at two local dance studios, Glen Roc Dance 
Shoppe and The Dance Factory.  She sees her future going down a couple of  
possible distinct routes, one as a choreographer and dance teacher, one as a dance 

therapist for professional athletes and one as a dance instructor teaching strength 
and conditioning skills to dancers. 

“I want to keep learning and I wanna share information,” said Anna Fredeen. 
“I think that’s the common thing between all four of  those, just sharing stuff  with 
other people to make them healthy and safe and enjoy what they do.”

Senior dance science major earns regional choreography award
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By Amethyst Martinez

A $93,133 grant was awarded to Rider environmental science professor and 
environmental scientist Daniel Druckenbrod by the National Science 
Foundation to fund research on his involvement in a project investigating tree 
rings in Southeast Asia. 

For years, Druckenbrod has studied tree rings and the stories they tell about 
the past climate and weather patterns. This is especially timely due to the 
recurring issues posed by climate change.

“Our climate is changing because of  human activity,” said Druckenbrod. 
“It’s important to understand the long-term trends of  climate change. So we, 
as a global society, have weather records that extend back through most of  the 
prior century. … Natural climate and human-induced climate change has been 
occurring for a long time and will continue for a long time, so it’s important 
to have records. … We use tree rings, which are sensitive to climate as indirect 
thermometers, if  you will, or indirect rain gauges to help understand past 
temperature and past drought. This will be focused in Southeast Asia.”

Druckenbrod is a co-principal investigator on the research project and the 
principal investigator for the writing portion. However, this project is a part of  a 
large network of  scientists and universities. 

“It’s a network that involves universities from Columbia University, to the 
University of  St. Andrews in the U.K., to collaborating scientists in Australia 
and New Zealand, since it’s actually where this research site is focused,” said 
Druckenbrod. 

Three students on campus will be working alongside Druckenbrod as well: 
junior environmental science major Stessie Chounoune,  junior marine science 
major Robby Arpaio and sophomore environmental science major Gabby 
Banyaski.

Banyaski said, “I heard he [Druckenbrod] was doing this kind of  project, and 
it sounded pretty interesting.” 

Banyaski also took the research opportunity because of  her interest in the 
climate.

“I think mostly, we’ll be helping [by] just looking at the samples and measuring 
and taking the measurements. … Then, as we do that, and continue on, then 
maybe we’ll come to some conclusions,” said Banyaski.

The grant will strengthen the research project and provide opportunities for 
further investigation into climate history while looking at tree rings.

“Receiving the grant from the National Science Foundation is just always an 
honor that fellow scientists have selected to research as worthy federal funding. It 
provides not only money for the equipment, but it also provides money to support 
students, and as well support my time over the summer working on this project,” 
said Druckenbrod.

Rider and Druckenbrod’s involvement with this project allowed science 
students to participate in real-world scientific fieldwork and research.

“Opportunities like this come because we have a geological, environmental 
and marine sciences department on Rider’s campus,” said Druckenbrod. “We 
think that the education that we give students is valuable for thinking about and 
hopefully solving questions like climate change.”

Provost DonnaJean Fredeen (right) was overjoyed when she learned that senior dance science 
major and daughter Anna Fredeen (left) was the recipient of a choreography award. 

Rider professor receives grant from National Science Foundation

From left to right: junior environmental science major Stessie Chounoune, environmental science 
professor Daniel Druckenbrod, junior marine science major Robby Arpaio and sophomore 
environmental science major Gabby Banyaski will now be investigating tree rings from Southeast 
Asia.
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From left to right: Junior environmental science major Stessie Chounoune, sophomore  
environmental science major Gabby Banyaski, environmental science professor Daniel 
Druckenbrod and junior marine science major Robby Arpaio have been researching the impact 
of climate change on tree rings.
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Rider loves drag: A valentine special
 By Tristan Leach

MUSIC blared from inside The Yvonne Theater. Excited students and staff  
collected fans and disco ball necklaces as they took their seats. It was time for 
the second drag show of  the school year, “Love Is a Drag.”

Friday night, Feb. 4, saw the return of  a beloved Rider tradition. Drag 
shows have been happening at Rider since 2004 when Associate Dean of  Campus 
Life Nick Barbati started the tradition as a student. 

The Student Entertainment Council (SEC) brought the show back due to 
its popularity and the community that the show brings. Lauren Farley, senior 
psychology major and president of  the SEC said, “We decided to bring drag back 
because it was a hit in the fall semester and we love the energy that this event brings. 
We wanted to spread the joy for this semester.”

 Courtney Lynn Povero, a senior musical theater major and vice president of  
the SEC agreed, saying, “We love this event; it really brings the Rider community 
together. The students really love this event.” 

This semester’s show was hosted by Rider students, drag queens Vicky Vibrato 
(Jack Wood, a senior musical theater major) and Christine Dior (Drew Shaffer, a 
senior musical theater major). Vibrato performed in last semesters’ show and was 
happy to be back. According to Dior, Vibrato had inspired her to do drag. Dior told 
the audience, “I wouldn’t be here without her.” 

Along with Vibrato and Dior, four more queens were asked to perform at Rider. 
Cyannie Lopez, Sapphira Cristal and Stefani Steel were professionals that all 
performed at Rider before and came back for this show.  Morgan Ashe, another 
professional drag queen, was also asked to perform at Rider for the first time.  

“[Rider] is a different type of  audience, a different type of  stage and a different 
type of  atmosphere. I was excited to be in a theater setting, I hadn’t been in a 
theater setting before,” said Ashe. “It’s something new and something I love, I would 
absolutely do it again.” 

Before the other queens performed, Vibrato and Dior left for another gig. The 
role of  the host was handed off  to Omar Ortiz, a senior music studies major and the 
live music chair for the SEC. 

While the theme was “Love Is a Drag,” the performances and the heart in 
them certainly weren’t. Cristal performed a melody of  Lizzo songs including, 
“Truth Hurts” and “Juice.” Cristal had the audience singing and dancing in their 
seats as “Truth Hurts” rang out through the theater speakers. At the end of  her 
performance, Cristal asked the audience to hug themselves, encouraging self-love in 
every person. The performer said, “Thank you for the love, you deserve the same 
love you gave me.” 

 Lopez also showed the audience that love was not so much of  a drag after all. 

Lopez asked her mother to stand for a round of  applause, revealing that her mother 
had attended every single show she had done. The drag queen also thanked her 
fiancé for his love and support. Her daughter proudly yelled out, “That’s my mom!” 
and ran up on stage to give Lopez a big hug. After her heartfelt speech, Lopez 
thanked the audience for their love. Lopez said, “None of  them [other schools] as lit 
as Rider University.” 

After a night of  fun and heartfelt performances, it was time for  Lopez, Steel, 
Ashe and Cristal to take their bows.

The audience was welcomed into the lobby for pictures with the queens. Students 
talked excitedly with their friends about the show, some had never seen a drag show 
before. 

Kayla McIntyre, a sophomore global studies major said, “Oh my God, this was 
so much fun. The energy, the glitter and me getting twerked on was all amazing. I 
need to do this again.” 

The night was a huge success, friends talked with the drag queens and expressed 
their excitement for the next Rider drag show. 

 

THE Black Student Union (BSU) 
began celebrations for Black 
History Month on Feb. 1 by 
raising a Black Lives Matter flag 

at the heart of  campus in front of  the 
Bart Luedeke Center (BLC).

The annual flag-raising event 
started last year as a way for  BSU and 
Rider to show solidarity with the Black 
Lives Matter movement.

Sophomore global studies major 
and Social Media and Engagement 
Chair of  BSU Kayla McIntyre said in 
a speech before the flag-raising, “This 
flag allows us to continue the fight with 
the BLM movement, since it is far from 
over. This flag is raising awareness to 
the countless lives we lost due to police 
brutality and for African Americans to 
know that our white counterparts face 
justice when our blood is shed, and not 
just the other way around.”

Faculty, including Rider President 
Gregory Dell’Omo, students and guests 
gathered around the BLC entrance 
where the observance began.

The ceremony included speeches 
from McIntyre, senior finance major 
and BSU President Maranisha 
Rivers and senior health care 
management major and BSU Vice 
President Tiana Harrington. It 
also featured Sayndia Sando, a 
junior psychology major who sang, 
‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’, a song 
written by J. Rosamond Johnson 
and James Weldon Johnson. In 
1919, the song was named by 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of  Colored People 
(NAACP) as the Black National 
Anthem.

Rivers recited the poem “For My People” 
by Margaret Walker, a poem about Black 
empowerment, while McIntyre gave quotes 
on behalf  of  Black students who attend Rider, 
and what they love about being Black.

After the ceremony concluded, a black 
flag embroidered with the white words ‘Black 
Lives Matter’ was lifted, the sun shining 
behind it photogenically.

When asked the importance of  Black 
History Month, Rivers said, “It’s to celebrate 
and to also acknowledge everything that my 
ancestors had to go through back in the past 
and also now what we currently go through 
now and in the future, but to [also] show that 
we are more than just another statistic or 
more than just what people or society places 
us out to be… We just want to show that we 
can love, we can create, we can inspire people. 
We could definitely show people that we are 
more than what society paints us out to be, 
what textbooks paint us out to be.”

“This is important for us, specifically on 
this campus, because it is a predominantly 
white campus, that we have a community here 
that Black students know that they feel safe 
and supported,” said McIntyre. 

The BSU and Rider are hosting an array 
of  events for Black History Month that 
students can partake in, the next event being 
a Black excellence exposition on Feb. 10 at 
6 p.m. in the BLC NJM Community Room. 
This event will showcase Black businesses, 
including student CEOs. 

Harrington said, “I think we should be 
celebrated all year. It is important to highlight 
all [of] our history [and] our accomplishments 
because we honestly have done so much.”

Rider raises flag in support of Black Lives Matter movement
By  Amethyst Martinez

A black and white flag with the words ‘Black Lives Matter’ is raised in front of the Bart Luedeke 
Center.
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Morgan Ashe, a professional drag queen, smiles for the camera in her orange and silver bodysuit. 
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Arts&Entertainment
Drag queens perform in a Valentine’s Day themed extravaganza

Professional drag queen Stefani Steel works the stage in her glittered gold and pink bodysuit. 

Senior musical theater major Jack Wood, who goes by the drag name ‘Vicky Vibrato,’  
stuns the crowd with her performance of  “Jessie’s Girl” by Rick Springfield. 
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Morgan Ashe whips out her fan and cools herself off during her number. 
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Senior musical theater major Drew Shaffer as drag queen ‘Christine Dior,’ performing in a bedazzled dress, her white heels bending as she performs. 

Sapphira Cristal, a professional drag queen, uplifts the audience with her performance based on 
self love. 

Professional drag queen Cyannie Lopez performs in all white attire with her family in the crowd. 



RETURNING to campus for the spring semester has allowed students to 
reflect on the jump back into in-person learning and its unexpected 
challenges. Before this academic year, March of  2020 was the last time 
most students experienced learning in the classroom as opposed to a 

collection of  digital faces on a Zoom or Google Meets call. But the return to the 
collaborative classroom setting has been accompanied by a culture shock that 
may have had an unexpected impact on students lives and solidified a call for 
more empathy and understanding in education on all fronts.

The four years spent in college are often lauded as some of  the most 
monumental and growth-inducing in a person’s life, but the current higher-
education experience – COVID scares, mask mandates and consistent 
underlying anxieties – have made it harder to live up to these traditional 
expectations.

Sophomores sharing in the freshman experience
One major facet of  this pandemic-influenced learning environment is the 

initial year that was essentially lost to the current sophomore class, a shift in 
experience that caused a lot of  anxiety for sophomores who were returning to 
Rider academically but experiencing campus for the first time.

Reflecting on this initial transition into the fall 2021 semester, sophomore 
psychology major Jess Toledo said, “I was never on campus before, so it was 
the combination of  being nervous to go back to in-person classes and see 
people again in these classes being close to each other.”

Sophomore psychology major Skylar Okun said, “The transition was kind 
of  hard because I was so used to, you know, being on a computer screen and 
being in the comfort of  my own home, so it was kind of  like more anxiety and 
meeting new people [and] seeing new things.”

Comparing the pre-pandemic experience to now
Upperclassmen provide the strongest recounts of  the true issues going from 

experiencing college before the pandemic to during it, and, unsurprisingly, 
those experiences could not be more different, regardless of  a shared location. 

Senior music major Abigail Flanagan said, “I think my expectations going 
into this year were that it was going to feel a lot more normal than it does. …
And I think there are just ways that people are trying to push a normal where 
people are still living in a pandemic.”

The phrase Flanagan used was “pandemic exhaustion.” 
On an obvious level, precautions like masks, testing and contact tracing will 

hinder an experience that replicates that of  students prior to spring 2020, but 
the sheer exhaustion and lack of  social energy needs to be equally considered.

Struggles after learning  “screen-to-screen”
The experience of  taking college classes online via video conferencing and 

now being thrown back into the classroom is seen as a return to normalcy. But 
it has not been normal at all, and students are realizing there is a tremendous 
lack of  stamina compared to learning pre-pandemic.

Okun said, “I used to easily concentrate at school, but I definitely slacked 
off  when it was online. So, definitely going back, it was hard for me to 
concentrate and stay focused.”

Okun also highlighted the role that time management and communication 
have played in switching from Zoom classes to a physical classroom, having to 
“learn to communicate face-to-face rather than screen-to-screen.”

It is no shock that after spending over a year of  quarantining, being so 
suddenly immersed in social interaction would cause exhaustion. 

Lessons learned
These conversations about shifts in student expectations and experiences 

do not exist in a vacuum and are instead indicative of  a broader, shared 
experience of  going from isolation to functioning again more actively in 
shared spaces with others.

Toledo suggested committing to helpful habits like drafting to-do lists and 
reaching out to professors and peers for help to alleviate the newfound anxiety 
of  coming back to campus.

Okun said, “There’s more to the college experience living on campus than 
just going to class and coming back to your dorm. You[‘ve] got to take care of  
your mental health, your body, your friends, everything like that.” 

Students and faculty alike have been thrust into a situation that calls 
them to essentially restructure their day-to-day expectations and actions, 
whether they want to or not. While the impacts of  this pandemic have been 
felt differently in the past semester than its initial 2020 outbreak, it must be 
understood and accepted that being put back into a classroom is not going to 
immediately restore the stamina and outlook present pre-pandemic. 

This editorial expresses the unanimous opinion of  The Rider News Editorial Board. 
This week’s editorial was written by Opinion Editor Kaitlyn McCormick
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A LE T TER TO THE EDITOR 

FRESHMAN FINDINGS 
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TODAY, many people bet on athletes that they think are likely to earn them 
some money, even if  they have never watched them play before. The 
consistent support of  sports betting has prompted the vote of  a constitutional 
amendment to permit wagering on all college sports or athletic events in 

New Jersey. However, putting the same pressure that a professional athlete faces on 
college students will significantly limit their abilities. 

Freshman sports media major and Rider club ice hockey player Cole 
Schneider shared that betting could be distracting for athletes.

“I believe personally it adds a lot of  pressure and can make a player either lose 
focus or fall apart during their performance,” said Schneider.

At a collegiate level, athletes are working to become professionals in their 
sport, academics or both. Their commitment to playing sometimes comes with 
scholarships that grant them the opportunity to work toward going pro. Placing 
bets on athletes that already commit to both themselves and their team will 
distract them from reaching their goals. 

Nicky Lane, a freshman business administration major and member of  the 
Rider swim team, discussed the stress of  being a college athlete and how betting 
will only be a burden. 

“Knowing that people are wagering on my performance would add a lot 
more pressure. For me, swimming is already a pressure-filled sport, and knowing 
that I have people betting on my performance would no longer allow me to be 
competing for my team but now for myself. College sports are all about team, and 
this would very much negatively impact that,” said Lane.

The recent legalization of  sports betting throughout the United States has 
allowed the media to discuss the subject as frequently as they wish, which has 
caused a larger audience to partake in sports betting rather than just sports 
enthusiasts.

The Professional and Amateur Sports Protection Act (PASPA) was once 
a factor that restricted the media from discussing the topic of  sports betting; 
however, gambling has evolved over the past couple of  years due to the Supreme 
Court ruling of  Murphy v. National Collegiate Athletic Association which 
legalized sports betting throughout the nation in 2018. This ruling allowed the 
media to cover sports betting without any limitations.

Professor of  sports media Aaron Moore shared his thoughts on how the media 
has developed techniques to keep viewers yearning for the intensity of  the game 
and why viewer engagement has sharpened in recent years.

“There has always been professional sports gambling even before the ruling, 
although it was only a small community. Many have tried and failed because 
the system is designed to only have few professionals,” said Moore. “Having 
skin in the game, having money in mind, keeps people engaged in the game 
which increases the sport’s channel viewers and makes them want to promote 

gambling even more. People that may seem to be addicted to gambling are not 
really addicted to the thrill. The thrill is covering up an inherent problem within 
individuals. The escapism aspect is what people are looking for.” 

With the elevation of  gambling through sports, it has become easier for people 
to develop a strong desire for gambling since the chance of  winning appears likely, 
but so is losing by just a few points. Viewers can submit a bet on their cellphones, 
making it convenient to do at any time from anywhere. Consecutively losing by 
just a few points is what makes people want to bet again. They become blinded to 
the fact that their money is being handled by a system that is outlined to only let a 
limited number of  people be victorious.

Sports betting has been legalized in New Jersey since 2018. This result has 
displayed citizens’ recognition of  gambling’s rapid growth in society and the 
danger that it can bring to both the betters and college athletes. 

Hannah Newman, 
freshman journalism major
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Assessing the potential  detriment of growth in spor ts betting

Opinion

R i d e r  a l u m n i  s p e a k  o u t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  P r e s i d e n t  D e l l ' O m o

LEADERSHIP is rarely easy. The larger and more impactful the scope of  the 
operation that one leads, the harder the task of  leading becomes. Leading a 
university, one with over 150 years of  history, is far from easy. The president of  
a university, its leader, is responsible to a number of  people. At Rider, President 

Dell’Omo is duty-bound to Rider’s 4,630 students, hundreds of  faculty and 
hundreds more staff members. This is no small task, nor is it an easy one. President 
Dell’Omo has faced both expected and unprecedented challenges in his tenure, and 
Rider has survived these challenges not in spite of  his leadership, but because of  it.

Leading means making difficult decisions. President Dell'Omo’s six and a 
half  years at Rider have been chock-full of  those. Making tough, unpopular 
choices for the good of  Rider University is something that he has excelled 
at. No one wanted to see 13 majors cut in 2015 or 20 employees laid-off, but 
President Dell’Omo was willing to do what needed to be done to address the 
budget deficit that he inherited when he came to Lawrenceville. No one wanted 
to see Westminster Choir College move its home, but it made sense, and we are 
hopeful it will continue to make more and more sense in the future. At the current 
moment in time, no one wants to see voluntary, or involuntary, separations –  or 
“right-sizing” –  but it is what must be done for the good of  Rider above any one 
group. 

Under President Dell’Omo, Rider welcomed its most diverse class of  students 
ever and launched an inclusive excellence plan. On a fiscal note, during the 
2017-2018 school year, Rider set a new fundraising record. The next year, the 
university surpassed that record. Under President Dell’Omo, Rider has also 
received multiple individual gifts that were record-setting. President Dell’Omo has 
also led Rider through campus renovations that have modernized the university 
while adding new areas of  study to make Rider more competitive in today’s 
environment. During the Dell’Omo administration, Rider also launched a job or 
grad school guarantee for all graduates.

Rider University is in danger. The changes that are going on right now are 
not first choices, they are last (or near-last) resorts. Has President Dell’Omo, 
or Rider under his leadership, been perfect? No, they have not, but we firmly 
believe that if  Rider did not have someone like Gregory Dell’Omo at the helm, 
the conversations being had right now would be far worse, and the consequences 
for Rider far more drastic. The problems that his administration was working to 
solve were exacerbated by a pandemic that hit independent institutions of  higher 
education as hard, or harder, than almost any other sector, yet his administration 

continues to work to right the ship. 
When the going gets tough, the tough get going, and Rider is lucky that 

President Dell’Omo is tough, smart and responsible to the university. It is readily 
apparent that, while President Dell’Omo is not outwardly confrontational, he 
doesn’t make decisions for the university based on their popularity, but rather 
based on what must be done for the good of  Rider and every member of  our 
community. If  the faculty decides that they have lost their confidence in President 
Dell’Omo so be it, but these two Broncs remain on his side, and we urge Rider’s 
Board of  Directors to do the same.

Alex Solomon '19 and Alexis Bailey '19

Alex Solomon graduated Rider in 2019 and was the treasurer of  his graduating class, along 
with receiving Rider’s Leadership Legacy Award. Alexis Bailey graduated Rider in the winter of  
2019 and was a Trustee Scholar and a graduate of  the Baccalaureate Honors Program. Both 

are members of  Rider’s Broncs of  the Last Decade (BOLD) Alumni Council.
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C LU B  I C E  H O C K E Y

Walako nets 100th career point in two win weekend

By Trey Wright

FOLLOWING a Jan. 28 overtime loss to Stevenson, 
Rider club ice hockey looked to get back into a 
groove entering the final stretch before the Mid-
Atlantic Collegiate Hockey Association (MACH) 

playoffs, doing so by defeating conference rivals 
Delaware on Feb. 4 and Maryland on Feb. 5.

Lucky 13
The weekend began with the Broncs searching for 

redemption against the University of  Delaware Blue 
Hens after losing 5-0 to them earlier this season.

Rider got thirteen goals worth of  redemption.
The first came when freshman winger Joey Cole 

got the Broncs on the board midway through the 
first period, with an assist from senior winger Chris 
Walako. The same connection struck again two 
minutes later.

Sophomore center CJ Perkins put the third puck 
in the net with 46 seconds remaining in the first 
frame with assists from graduate student defenseman 
Michael Jinks and junior winger DJ Sucher.

“[The team] spoke about a week ago and about 
how we lost our identity,” Head Coach Sean Levin 
said. “The big focus is keeping it simple, playing a 
simple game.” 

The second period was a scoring derby for Rider. 
Cole scored his first collegiate hat trick less than five 
minutes into the period, and soon after Sucher netted 
his first of  the game.

The Blue Hens solved senior goaltender Eric 
Lineman, making the score 5-1, midway through the 
period. 

Senior winger TJ Evan responded after with a goal, 
getting the lead back to five.

A fight nearly broke out halfway through the 
period, when sophomore defenseman Nick Pedulla 
was sucker-punched by an opposing player after 
delivering a check, leading to the Blue Hen’s 
disqualification.

Afterward, Delaware was able to snipe another shot 
past Lineman, but Rider’s eighteen-wheeler filled with 
goals kept on trucking.

Sucher scored his second of  the period with help 
from Coyne and Cole. Sophomore winger Dom 
Cerceo was buried in a rebound with assists by Evan 
and freshman center Cole Schneider.

Sophomore center Justin Rauch nailed a missile 
from the left circle to make the score 9-2 entering the 
second intermission, leaving the Blue Hens stunned.

The Broncs picked it right back up in the third 
period, with the Cole-Walako duo striking once again, 
this time Walako netting his first of  the game with an 
assist from Cole.

The goal was Walako’s 100th point as a Bronc, 
with the four-year veteran receiving a standing ovation 
from the crowd.

“It feels good. I think my mom was looking forward 
to it more than I was,” Walako said with a chuckle. 

after the game. “But at the end of  the day, it was very 
fun just beating them by a lot; that was the highlight 
of  it.” 

Cerceo added to the frenzy by netting two straight 
goals to achieve his first career collegiate hat trick as a 
Bronc.

“It definitely meant a lot, considering that we lost 
to them five-nothing last time,” said Cerceo, who leads 
the Broncs in goalscoring with 20 goals on the season. 
“It doesn’t matter who you get your first hat trick 
against, it’s going to be special.”

Walako netted the final Rider goal with an assist 
from senior defenseman Nick Ruggero. Delaware cut 
the score to a 10-goal deficit late in the game, but 
the Broncs crushed the Blue Hens 13-3, despite only 
taking 31 shots on goal.

“[Assistant] Coach Joe Roche and [Assistant] 
Coach Connor Fox, I gotta really tip my cap to 
the staff  here,” said Levin. “From a head coaching 
standpoint, as much as the players performed, I have 
to really give a major shoutout to the coaching staff  
here.”

Aside from Walako’s four-point night, the match 
was in large part controlled by the underclassmen, 
combining for 13 points on the statsheet.

“When you get the contribution in February … 
where we need guys like Joey Cole, Dom Cerceo, 
Cole Schneider, CJ Perkins, and Justin Rauch to keep 
pulling that rope, it’s tremendous to see,” said Levin.

The game was not without a loss for Rider. 
Sophomore Anthony Zito left the game in the third 
period after delivering an awkward hit. Levin said he 
sustained a potential grade two AC sprain in his right 
shoulder. 

Season Sweep
With the large margin of  victory over Delaware, 

many Rider fans thought the Feb. 5 match against 
Maryland could be similar, given that the Broncs 
had soundly defeated the Terrapins 6-2 in a matchup 
earlier in the season.

However, the game was much closer than 
anticipated with a scoreless first period for both teams 
and Rider putting nine shots on goal.

The Broncs were able to break the tie with 12:52 
remaining in the second period, via a tic-tac-toe goal 
on a 3-on-1 by Perkins, assisted by Schneider and 
Cerceo.

The lead was short-lived as Maryland fired a shot 
past senior goaltender Adam Godfrey tying the game, 
remaining that way at the end of  the second period.

The third period was the best of  the game for the 
Broncs as they put 15 shots on the net, and Perkins 
buried his second goal of  the game on a power play 
early in the third. The goal came off  a rebound shot 
from Evan and was the game-winning goal.

“There was a bit more of  a grinding mentality,” 
Levin said of  the third period. “Getting away from 
being cute, making the perfect play like we saw against 
Delaware and just grinding out shifts.” 

The Terps were unable to solve Godfrey again, 
giving Rider a 2-1 win, sweeping the season series 
against Maryland.

“Every team that comes in here is a good team, 
especially in our division,” said Godfrey, who made 20 
saves on 21 shots, “... but at the end of  the day, it’s just 
two points.”

Perkins, who started the season slow, has now 
scored five goals in the first six games of  2022, 
including three over the last two games.

“First semester was rough, but we’re getting into 
it,” said Perkins. “It’s a team effort, obviously me, 
Dom and Cole, and we’re just looking to keep it up.

“He started the season really finding his identity,” 
said Levin on Perkins. “One of  the things that he did 
so well was controlling what he can control. 

“He had his number called, and he hasn’t let go 
since,” Levin added.

The Broncs, now 16-3-2-1, will play their final 
home game of  the regular season and celebrate Senior 
Night on Feb. 11 against West Chester at Ice Land 
Skating Center at 8 p.m.

Freshman center Cole Schnieder (10) and sophomore center CJ Perkins (86) celebrate with several other players after a goal against Delaware.

Senior winger Chris Walako recorded his 100th point as a Bronc in the 
13-3 win over Delaware on Feb. 4.

Sophomore center CJ Perkins scored two goals, including the game 
winning goal, against Maryland on Feb. 5.
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Sports
F E AT U R E

Emily Strunk’s unique freshman experience 

By Dylan Manfre

EMILY Strunk committed to Rider believing she was 
going to be one of  two freshmen playing on the 
court — the other was guard Madison Johnson. 

Strunk looked forward to sharing the 
hardwood with Johnson and spoke to her before 
coming to Lawrenceville. Now they are roommates 
and spend plenty of  time together aside from 
basketball. Things took a turn for Johnson when she 
tore her ACL and was ruled out for the season.

Strunk was thrust into the unique role of  being the 
sole active freshman on an experienced roster. Senior 
Daija Moses was the only player to leave Rider, as she 
joined Detroit Mercy as a graduate transfer.

The pesky injury bug has beleaguered Rider all 
season and forced Head Coach Lynn Milligan to 
allocate some minutes for Strunk that most first-year 
players might not get.

“It’s definitely been a big change for me,” Strunk 
said. “Being the only freshman that’s actually doing 
things and playing; everyone else has played college 
basketball before, I’m the only person who’s new.”

It was a “culture shock” to her, and Strunk 

admitted she was “not really ready for it.”  She has 
typically been the best player on the team, and now, 
Strunk is one piece to the overall puzzle. Strunk’s 
complement, Johnson, was missing from the equation. 

“It is hard sometimes because I am the only one 
who really doesn’t know how things should be run,” 
Strunk said. “But it is getting easier as time goes on 
— obviously I’ve been here since July — so it’s not 
all brand new to me right now, but it definitely was 
something I wasn’t really prepared for … to be the 
only person who’s new.”

Strunk, who is from Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, 
plays around 11 minutes per game and saw the most 
action against Quinnipiac on Dec. 18 when she played 
for 18 minutes. Being that it was the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference (MAAC) opener for the Broncs, 
that was as good a time as ever to show Strunk what 
conference play is all about.

Milligan’s goal for Strunk was to get her meaningful 
minutes and understand the tough situation she is in.

“It’s tough being the only person that hasn’t played 
at this level and [knowing] the intensity it takes to play 
at this level … it always takes a little longer, but she’s 

going to help us a lot this year,” Milligan said in late 
November.

Milligan believes Strunk can be deep in the 
rotation, and with the aforementioned injury bug 
going around, Strunk has seen double-digit minutes in 
nine games this season.

She might not show up in the scoring column, but 
she has grabbed at least two rebounds in eight games. 
Milligan described her in November as a “strong, 
versatile, post player.”

Against Quinnipiac in the first quarter, Milligan 
motioned to Strunk on the court after a foul had been 
called and emphatically clapped her hands and said 
“Grab the ball. Be tough with it.”

The right player in the wrong 
place

Strunk does not miss playing high school ball. She 
was dominant at Stroudsburg. She scored her 1,000th 
point on a free throw en route to finishing that game 
with 20 points and 20 rebounds. 

She scored 30 points in each of  the final two games 
of  her senior year. “It wasn’t competitive for me,” she 
said.

Women’s basketball was not popular where Strunk 
lived but in Lehigh Valley, it was. That is where she 
says the most competitive basketball was played.

“There was just so many people down there who 
competitively wanted to be a Division 1 athlete,” 
Strunk said.

Where she came from was not conducive to 
molding a high school basketball career. She ruled 
out attending Blair Academy in New Jersey, a private 
school over an hour away from her home, even though 
Strunk might have been scouted more if  she went 
there.

“If  I wanted to play Division I basketball, I was 
going to figure out a way to do it from my public 
school,” Strunk said. “If  I’m going to get it done, it’s 
going to get done here.”

 Whatever court she is playing on, her focus boils 
down to one thing things: helping her team win.
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Freshman forward Emily Strunk has been impressive for Rider thought the season.

W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs finally show fight in win over Marist

By Shaun Chornobroff

THE Rider women’s basketball team has had 
many of  its losses come as a result of  a similar 
pattern. They play a solid two-and-a-half  or three 
quarters of  good basketball, then when their 

opponent fights its way back into the game, the Broncs 
fail to show the willpower to counter. 

That reigned largely true until Feb. 5, when the 
team showed grit and maturity against the Marist Red 
Foxes, leaving Poughkeepsie, New York, with a 60-50 
victory that Head Coach Lynn Milligan was especially 
proud of. 

“We were happy with the step we took,” said 
Milligan. “Obviously, winning a road game in the 
[Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference] is always a great 
step. So we felt good about a lot of  our execution on 
both ends of  the floor.”

Milligan’s team took its first lead midway through 
the first quarter and held that advantage into the 
second half  when a 3-pointer from sophomore 
guard Makayla Firebaugh gave the Broncs a 33-26 
advantage. 

Marist responded with an 8-0 run that gave them a 
34-33 lead late in the third quarter, leaving the Broncs 
in a familiar predicament. Rider had once again 
relinquished the lead in a game that it had largely 
controlled. Unlike many of  its past losses, the Broncs 
engaged in a back-and-forth, trading blows with the 
Red Foxes well into the fourth quarter. 

With the Broncs trailing by three, junior center 
Anna Ekerstedt nailed a crucial triple to tie the game 
with 6:26 remaining in the game. 

From then on, the Broncs ran rampant, ending the 
game on a 15-5 run driven by their conversions on 9 
of  10 free throw attempts in the final 90 seconds of  
the game. 

“We’re usually a pretty good free throw shooting 
team. We were 18 for 21 in the game, and that’s a 
good number. … Getting there 21 times is big for us 
because we’ve had some games where we’ve been in 

single digit attempts,” Milligan said. “Getting to the 
line 21 times was big; making 18 was huge because it 
does take off  pressure.”

Firebaugh paced the Broncs with 14 points and 
nine rebounds, making many crucial baskets after 
starting the game out in poor form from the field. 

“I say that when my shot isn’t falling, I just need to 
trust myself  and keep shooting. You saw that in action 
today,” the sophomore sharpshooter said.

Firebaugh was aided by forward and fellow 
sophomore Raphaela Toussaint, who herself  
responded from early game foul trouble to score 
12 points, and senior guard Lenaejha Evans, who 
continued her stellar senior campaign with a full stat 
sheet once again. The senior from South Carolina 
scored 11 points, making 7 of  8 shots from the free-
throw line along with accruing three steals and a 
blocked shot. 

The win brings the Broncs to 6-14 on the season 
and improves the team’s record to 4-7 in Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) competition.

“We’ve just really got to be locked in every day 
to make sure that we grow to be a better team every 
single day,” Milligan said when asked what the next 
step was for her team. “You want to be peaking at 
the right time; you want to be peaking going into 
February, you want to be peaking going into March. 
And to do that we’ve just got to be really focused on 
what we need to do.”

Firebaugh, Milligan and the rest of  the Rider 
Broncs will attempt to build off  this victory on Feb. 
10, when it takes on one of  the MAAC’s most well-
rounded teams, the Manhattan Jaspers. 

Sophomore guard Makayla Firebaugh helped Rider end a four game 
losing streak in the win against Marist with 14 points.
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M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

‘Our guys are tired of losing’; Men win four of last five
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N
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E MEN’S BASKETBALL PHOTO 
GALLERY
Check out men’s basketball photos 
from its match against 
Mannhattan on Feb.8.

FIND THE GALLERY AT THERIDERNEWS.COM

CLUB ICE HOCKEY PHOTO 
GALLERY
Check out club ice hockey photos 
from its games against Delaware 
and Maryland.

FIND THE GALLERY AT THERIDERNEWS.COM

NEW EPISODE
Dylan Manfre, Carolo Pascale, 
Trey Wright and Jacob Tiger 
have a new episode of  The 
Sports Section podcast up on all 
platforms.
SCAN THE QR CODE TO LISTEN TO SEASON 2

By Carolo Pascale

FOR the first time since the 2019-2020 season when 
the team finished fourth in the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference (MAAC) and had its title 
chances stripped due to a global pandemic, the 

Rider men’s basketball team have won a trio of  consec-
utive games, defeating Siena on Feb. 4 and Manhattan 
four days later. 

A True Team Effort
On Feb. 4, a flourishing, visibly confident Rider 

squad took over Siena University’s MVP Arena, earn-
ing a crucial and convincing 74-60 win in a place it 
had not won in since December 2012.

“Before we went out on the court … I was like, 
‘We’re about to get our first win here since I’ve been 
here,’” said senior forward Dimencio Vaughn. “I 
believed it, and we all got it done as a group.”

Vaughn led the way, putting up 24 points and eight 
rebounds, but the Broncs’ hot streak was certainly a 
team effort, as their chemistry finally began to bubble 
after months of  frustration and, more importantly, 
resilience.

“This team’s been hungry all year long. We’ve lost 
some tough games down the stretch, and sometimes 
it’s just about learning how to win,” said Head Coach 
Kevin Baggett. “Everyone is bought in, and our guys 
are tired of  losing.”

The victory gave Rider its third win in its last four 
conference games, earning it a then 4-7 record in the 
MAAC after a bleak 1-6 start. 

The Broncs also snapped another long-standing 
streak against Siena as they won back-to-back MAAC 
games for the first time since February 2020.

“Each and every one of  ’em is rooting for each 
other, coaching one another up. All the credit goes to 
these guys for putting in the work and for putting up 
with my ass when I’m all over ‘em,” said Baggett.

While Rider’s recent success had no doubt been 
a collective effort, the impact of  junior guard Allen 
Powell became particularly prominent, especially after 
his lackluster start to the season.

“[Powell’s] actually taken a huge leap towards 
taking a leadership role on the team, offensively and 
defensively,” said Vaughn. “He’s not really a talkative 
guy, so when he speaks everyone listens.”

Over the last four-game stretch, Powell averaged 18 
points per game, far above his season averages of  10.7 
points per game.

“Three or four games ago, I went to [Powell] and 
I said, ‘What’s the difference?’ He said, ‘Coach, I’m 
tired of  losing. Enough is enough,’” said Baggett. 
“He’s growing up. He’s playing with an edge, man, 
and I’m so happy for him.”

Three Straight Wins
Three straight wins in MAAC play. Something not 

done by Rider since the 2019-2020 season. That was 
the goal for the Broncs on Feb. 8. However, to reach 
their goal it, meant they would have to defeat the 
Manhattan Jaspers.

 They did just that defeating Manhattan 76-67.
“We are getting better every game,” said Baggett. 

“These guys have been unbelievable, the scouts, the 
preparations, which is equaling the success.”

It was clear from tipoff  that it was going to be a 
tight game, with both the Jaspers and the Broncs first 
possessions ending in turnovers. 

Senior guard Dwight Murray Jr. took over as the 
Broncs scoring leader after forcing a big turnover 
about halfway through the half, finishing the play off  
with a huge dunk that sent a large Rider crowd into a 
frenzy.

“It was loud, everybody was on our side,” said 
Murray. “We was talking, they was talking. It just felt 
good out there.”

Both teams ran incredibly fast paced offenses, 
paired with smothering defenses, the game had 
already turned into a battle of  wills and spirit.

Big plays, fouls, defensive stands and points were 
abundant in those final seven minutes of  the first 
half, which was capped off  with a buzzer beating 
Manhattan 3-pointer. At the end of  the first half, the 
score stood deadlocked at 38. 

Vaughn finished the half  with 16 points and seven 
rebounds, leading the team in both categories. Murray 
also put down 11 points for the Broncs on 4-for-7 
shooting from the field, and was a perfect 2-for-2 
from the three. Despite that production, the Jaspers 
matched the Broncs, and were red hot from the 
beyond the arc, shooting 53.8% from the three.

The second half  was much of  the same in terms of  

play, with the Broncs and Jaspers trading blows back 
and forth while jockeying for the lead. 

With the game being so close, any play that shifted 
possession in favor of  the Broncs got the crowd at 
Alumni Gym cheering. Those plays were coming more 
and more often as the second half  ensued. 

Once again, midway through the half  the game 
was tied. But those big time plays kept coming, one of  
which came from Powell, who stole the ball away from 
a Jasper at their own three and drove the ball to the 
rim for a big 3-point play. 

 Powell kept the offense rolling for the Broncs after 
it hit a bit of  a snag near the nine minute mark of  the 
second half, drilling a long jumpshot to get the lead to 
six.

Manhattan kept pushing, but the Broncs finally 
started to break the game open around with 3:30 left 
off  back-to-back layups from junior forward Mevin 
James, pushing the score to 69-63. 

Once the final minutes ticked off  the clock, the 
Broncs secured their third straight win for the first 
time in nearly two years, winning by a final of  76-67.

“I thought the turning point was back when we lost 
for Canisius,” said Baggett. “I thought we had turned 
a corner then. We struggled earlier and we were all 
looking for some answers, but these guys have stuck 
together the entire time.”

James was a major part of  the last minute, making 
huge defensive stops and blocks from all angles, keep-
ing Manhattan at bay. He finished the game with 16 
points while shooting a fantastic 8-for-10 on the night.

“I felt like I had been struggling, but the more that 
I put my hands out and slide my feet, I feel like I have 
a good chance of  guarding anybody,” said James. 

In total, four of  the five starters reached double 
digit points. Murray led the Broncs with 21 points, 
Vaughn had 20 in another double-double perfor-
mance, James had 16 and Powell had 13. As a team 
the Broncs shot 45.8% from the field despite only 
shooting 20% from the three.

The Broncs will look to push their winning streak 
to four when they travel to Jersey City to take on the 
Saint Peter’s Peacocks on Feb. 11. The game will be 
streamed on ESPN 3. 

Junior guard Allen Powell (2), junior forward Mervin James (5) and senior guard Dwight Murray Jr. (55) all scored double digit points in the game against Manhattan.
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