
By Sarah Siock

STAFFING shortages and the loss of  
over 1,000 academic journals are 
just a few of  the problems that have 
risen due to drastic budget cuts 

to the Franklin F. Moore and Talbott 
Music Libraries, according to university 
librarians. 

The cuts will have a substantial impact 
on current journals in the library’s 
collection as the Moore Library’s budget 
will be reduced from $1.069 million to 
$776,000 for the 2022 fiscal year. The 
Talbott Library, which was previously 
located on Rider’s Princeton campus and 
is now housed inside Moore, will face 
a budget reduction from $115,000 to 
$97,000. As a result, the Moore Library 
is facing over $300,000 worth of  library 
material cuts.

“These are considerable cuts. That 
particularly hurts the fields in the 
sciences, but the way that we had to make 
our cuts, it actually affects every single 
department and discipline,” said Sharon 
Whitfield, electronic resources and user 
access librarian for the Moore Library.  
    Whitfield said, due to the budget cuts, 
the library will lose access or be forced to 
cancel over 1,500 current single journals. 
Whitfield worried students will be forced 
to turn to outside resources with fewer 
options available in the library.  

“We are in the era of  disinformation. 
One of  our major concerns is that it is    

just going to grow if  they [students] don’t 
have immediate access to information. 
Where are they going to be going out to 
find their sources? That could also be a 
byproduct of  making these types of  cuts. 
They’re going from quality journals that 
are accessible here in the library, to quite 
frankly, some open access journals that 
may not be as reputable,” said Whitfield.

According to Whitfield, the library 
overall has 50% fewer staff  to support 
library services. Faculty in the library 
has declined as well, with the Moore 
Library employing seven librarians 
and Talbott with four. Instruction and 
emerging technologies librarian for the 
Moore Library Heather Dalal said these 
numbers are a notable decline, pointing 
out that in 2019 the library had 10 faculty 
members. Staffing and faculty issues stem 
from not only layoffs in recent years, but 
the university not filling library positions 
after someone retires or leaves the job. 

Dalal added that the library has 
continuously received budget cuts since 
2008. 

“We are all overworked,” Dalal said.
In September it was announced that 

the Moore and Talbott libraries would be 
closed on Saturdays. Dalal and Whitfield 
attributed the closure to a lack of  staffing. 

Dalal said, “They [the university] 
argued that it doesn’t have a lot of  usage 
on Saturday. But the usage on Saturdays 
was always by 
students who 
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Library budget cuts result in 
materials loss for students

By Sarah Siock

AT a faculty town hall on Oct. 
28, Rider President Gregory 
Dell’Omo and members of  
his cabinet revealed upcoming 

challenges for the university that stem 
from a projected $20 million cash flow 
deficit for the 2022 fiscal year.

Chief  Financial Officer Jim 
Hartman explained that the projected 
deficit for the 2022 fiscal year is $1.5 
million lower than the university 
budgeted for, but is still not financially 
substantial for Rider’s future. Hartman 
cited the debt as one of  the reasons 
behind the university’s new partnership 
with the higher education consulting 
firm Credo.

“I’d like to equate it to all of  
our personal budgets. At home, if  
you’re spending more money than 
you’re bringing in, you have to make 
adjustments or you’re going to run 
out of  money,” Hartman told faculty 
at the town hall. “That’s what we’re 
trying to do as we consultant Credo, 
to try to identify some more revenue 
enhancements and cost reduction so 
that we can eliminate that $20 million 
deficit.”

“We cannot go into the next fiscal 
year with this significant amount of  
debts. We just can’t,” Hartman said 
bluntly.
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Dell’Omo addresses deficit and 
academic prioritization at town hall
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Large amount of unvaccinated students led to housing in Poyda
By Shaun Chornobroff and Tori Pender 

WHEN Rider’s COVID-19 Implementation Team was deciding where to house 
students for the fall 2021 semester, they planned to place unvaccinated 
students in University House and use Poyda Hall as quarantine and isolation 
housing. 

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends for institutions that house 
both unvaccinated and vaccinated students to house the unvaccinated students 
separate from the vaccinated population. But when the demand for unvaccinated 
students living on campus exceeded what University House can support, they were 
forced to make a change.

According to an email sent by the COVID-19 Implementation Team on Sept. 1, 
unvaccinated students are tested on a weekly basis and approximately 150 students 
were approved to be exempt. 

“So right off  the bat, we knew that was something that we wanted to do. We 
originally had University House designated for unvaccinated students,” said Rider’s 
Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and Planning and Secretary to the Board 
Debbie Stasolla, who also co-runs the implementation team. “But as the summer 
went on, we recognized we had a greater demand for on-campus housing among the 
students who were granted exemption requests. So we made Poyda available instead, 
we had offline Poyda for this year for quarantine and isolation housing. But instead 
we flipped the two.” 

The switch to Poyda, a building with more space than University House, gave 
the implementation team the flexibility needed to ensure that all CDC guidelines, 
like having each unvaccinated person in a single room can be followed in an ideal 
manner.

“We also separate the medically exempt students from religiously exempt 
students, because the medically exempt students are at greater medical risk. So we 
were able to assign them to the buildings and the way the buildings are designed in 

such a way that we minimize contact between the medically exempt students and 
the religiously exempt students,” Stasolla said. 

Poyda Hall is located in the back of  Rider’s campus and is known for being 
an eye-sore of  the university’s layout and being unmaintained. Julia Gonda, a 
sophomore business administration major is one of  the unvaccinated students living 
in Poyda and has seen why the building comes with the 
reputation it does. 

For the 2021- 2022 school year unvaccinated students are able to dorm at Poyda Hall. 

Rider President Gregory Dell’Omo at the faculty town hall on Oct. 28. 
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Another obstacle for the university is a downward trend in enrollment. As it 
continues to see a downfall in new students while attempting to recover from lost 
revenue during the COVID-19 pandemic. At the town hall meeting, Dell’Omo said 
Rider’s total full-time enrollment for fall 2021 is 3,853 students, which is a decrease 
from 4,205 students last year, and a steep decline from 4,274 students in 2019. 

However, Rider did see an increase in residential students with classes back in 
person. Currently, 1,605 students are living on campus, up from 910 students in 
2020. Dell’Omo said the number of  residential students is still not equivalent to pre-
pandemic times.

Dell’Omo said, “You have to remember it wasn’t too long ago we saw 2,200 and 
2,400 residence hall students. That’s revenue just going back to the bottom line that 
we use in our budget.”

Much of  the town hall focused on Rider’s partnership with Credo, which has 
been criticized by Rider’s chapter of  the American Association of  University 
Professors (AAUP). The partnership will unfold in two phases, starting with a 
Student Experience Assessment that is already underway. At the town hall Provost 
Donnajean Fredeen said the assessment focuses on enrollment, retention and 
“ensuring students and their experiences are the primary focus of  current and future 
decision making.”

Fredeen said, “We need to enhance our strategies that allow us to identify and 
aggressively recruit students to the institution, including our first-time full-time 
freshmen, our transfer students, our international students and our continuing 
education students. We need to build an inclusive, comprehensive approach to 
academic success, one that prioritizes all students, the best and the brightest, the 
at-risk students and those in the middle.”

Phase two of  Credo’s involvement includes an academic prioritization process. 
Fredeen described academic prioritization as, “an internal comparison of  our 
academic programs based upon our mission statement and strategic plan, and 
determine how we can better align our limited resources to support that mission.”

In 2015, Rider engaged in a prioritization process which resulted in the 
elimination of  three programs: fine arts, German and business education. The 
process involves placing programs in quintiles with cuts being made to the bottom 
placements. Fredeen said an academic prioritization task was formed for this year 
that is chaired by Associate Provost Matthew Stieglitz and includes eight other 
administrators.

On Oct.1 in an email to union members, AAUP leadership condemned the 
Credo partnership, claiming Credo has a “disturbing pattern of  deep cuts of  
programs and departments, and reduction in student services” and asked members 
to not engage with the consultant’s representatives. During the town hall, it was 
revealed that full-time faculty rates have declined by 11.5% since 2017. Fredeen said 
no faculty members have stepped forward to assist in the process with Credo. 

 Hartman said in addition to academic prioritization, the same process will take 
place on the administrative side. He said this process involves determining where to 
invest money on campus and where to save money. 

During the Q&A portion of  the town hall, Dell’Omo addressed the faculty’s 
opposition to the partnership and the prioritization process.

Dell’Omo said, “ It all comes back to efficiency, the prioritization process and 
what that is going to mean. All I can say is we cannot go into next year with a $20 
million deficit. It’s as simple as that. …We need to generate revenue as well as look at 
our costs. We have to deal with the reality of  the situation.”

Decrease in recruitment and on-campus living hands Rider more challenges
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By Shaun Chornobroff

THE remains of  a woman found on Oct.9 in Yucca Valley, California were 
confirmed on Oct. 28 to be Lauren Cho 13’, a Westminster Choir College 
alumna, exactly four months after she disappeared, according to a release from 
the San Bernardino County Sheriff ’s Department. 

The identification of  30-year-old Cho concludes a search that started on June 
28 when Cho walked out of  the California residence she was staying at the time 
without her cell phone.

The remains could not be confirmed to be Cho until the San Bernardino 
County’s Coroner Division went through its identification process. 

Cho’s case came to social media prominence in the aftermath of  the Gabby 
Petito case, a similar missing person’s case that gained national attention from the 
media. Social media users quickly spotlighted a lack of  attention on Cho’s case 
leading to her search garnering national headlines. 

Cho was known to her close family and friends as “El.” A Facebook page ran 
by Cho’s sister posted a message of  gratitude to everyone who supported the Cho 
family during the search. 

“My family extends their thanks to all those who have waited with us, stood 
with us, cried with us, and hoped with us these past several months. The depths 
of  our collective sorrow feels endless as grief  demands space for its accompanying 
emptiness. I ask that you kindly respect the grieving process of  the family and close 
friends who have known and loved El for years,” a portion of  the post read.

Cho’s “cause and manner of  death is pending toxicology results,” the press 
release from the sheriff ’s department said. “No further information will be released 
on this case until such time toxicology results are available and new information is 
discovered as a result.”

Remains identified as missing Westminster alumna

really needed it. I mean its not fair to say, ‘go ahead and study in the 24-hour lounge 
instead.’ Because not only does the library offer a place of  quiet, but the library 
offers professional help and access to resources.”

Cataloging Librarian for the Talbott Library Joshua Henry said the music 
library’s budget also continues to shrink. In 2019, the library’s budget was $151,000, 
which is $54,000 greater than it is today. Henry added that the music library’s new 
home inside the Moore Library created unforeseen security problems that were not 
taken into consideration before the move.

Henry said, “If, for some reason, Talbott Library needs to be closed when the 
Moore Library is open, there is no way for us to secure our circulation desk or to 
secure collections. That, unfortunately, is something that we have brought up to the 
administration several times, but there’s been no solution. So right now, it’s working 
in the sense that both libraries have the same hours, but that’s probably not going to 
remain the same in the future. And so that’s a problem.”

Associate Vice President for University Marketing and Communications Kristine 
Brown attributed the libraries’ cuts to a plethora of  issues the university is facing. 

Brown said, “The ongoing financial challenges related to declining enrollments, 
the pandemic and the university’s deficit led to budget reductions across the 
institution. Enrollment declines and external events, such as the pandemic, have 
led to budget cuts throughout the university. Once we are able to stabilize the 
institution’s finances, we will then be in a position to evaluate how to increase 
budget resources, particularly for areas that serve the institution’s mission.”

Whitfield, Dalal and Henry encouraged students to use resources available in the 
library, including the interlibrary loan system, to showcase what the library has to 
offer.

 Dalal said, “Students should know that their librarian is here to help them. The 
more you come in and ask questions, chat with a librarian and use our services, the 
more data that we have to show how useful we are.”

Moore and Talbott library struggle with loss of materials and security issues
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

The Franklin Moore Library is facing a string of budget cuts. 

On Oct. 28 remains found weeks earlier were confirmed to be Lauren Cho  13’. 
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Unvaccinated students express their thoughts on Poyda

“The bathrooms are disgusting, supposedly there’s mold in one of  the 
bathrooms. It was really hot in the beginning of  the semester without any AC here 
and even with a fan. I’m just not surprised that they would put the unvaccinated 
students in one of  the worst buildings like we had no choice,” said Gonda, who was 
exempt from the vaccine because of  her religious beliefs.

“I had to write a whole letter having to justify why it went against my religious 
beliefs which I thought was unnecessary but I had to do what I had to do,” said 
Gonda.

When the university notified exempt on-campus students that they were being 
assigned to Poyda, Stasolla estimates that “no more than 20” students decided they 
would rather get vaccinated than be sentenced to the back of  campus.

 However, she assured that Poyda was chosen because it was the best fit for the 
number of  unvaccinated people that desired to live on campus because of  

increased available space. 

“We saw it as a positive thing,” Stasolla said of  the decision to switch to Poyda. 
“Even though I understand how students feel about Poyda Hall, we thought that it 
was at least still better to be able to let them have the opportunity to live on campus 
if  that’s what they wanted to do.” 

While they may be isolated from the rest of  campus, the students housed in 
Poyda can still go to class, see their friends and for the most part live the college 
experience they work for. 

“Other than the living situation, I haven’t felt really different from any [other] 
students on campus,” said Gonda. 

Sophomore behavior neuroscience major Olivia Rosado also lives in Poyda 
and feels that her experience has not been abnormal compared to those who are 
vaccinated. 

“I don’t mind living over here, it’s pretty much the same thing,” Rosado said of  
dorming in Poyda. “You still have to wear a mask, you still have to follow the same 
rules as everybody else. So to me, it [doesn’t] really make a difference.”
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Julia Gonda, a sophomore business administration major was exempt from the vaccine mandate 
due to religious beliefs.
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Monster Ball comes to campus for Halloween
 By Amethyst Martinez and Adrianna Jaccoma

GREEK life hosted its first Monster Ball 
Halloween party for students to dress up 
in costume, eat food and participate in a 
range of  activities on Oct. 28.

Monster Ball featured music from a live DJ, 
dancing, a 360-degree photo booth, treats and 
more in the Bart Luedeke Center Cavalla room.

As students entered the Cavalla room, 
colored lights and throwback music greeted 
them.

Students danced the night away with each 
other and were able to enjoy the company of  
others, and not have to worry about classes for a 
few hours.

Event goers were also able to take pictures 
in front of  a spooky backdrop with Halloween 
props that were provided. 

This event was a part of  “Greektober,”a 
tradition in which Greek life hosts activities for 
students during October.

The Rider University Greek Council (RUGC) 
and Student Government Association put the 
event together for students on campus.

Gabriela Flis, a senior English major, RUGC 
vice president of  Programming and Service 
and sister of  Alpha Xi Delta said, “We wanted 
to create new events that would bring the 
community together and kind of  bring holiday 
spirit for Halloween. … I thought that it’d be 
awesome to bring the whole community together 
and create a sense of  unity regardless of  where 
you’re from and what you do.”

Awards were also given to students for best 
costume, scariest costume and most creative 
costume.

Kayla Marie Plunto, a senior dance 
performance major, as well as sister of  Alpha Xi 
Delta, dressed up as a cow for the party.

“I feel like the most satisfying part was setting 
everything up in an empty room with no one 
in it and now seeing everyone having fun and 
actually investing their time and energy into 
what we created,” said Plunto.

This event was the first Halloween party 
hosted by Rider since the beginning of  the 
pandemic.

“Because of  COVID[-19] last year, not 
everyone was able to have as much fun last 
Halloween because you had to be at home at a 
certain time and wear your mask out. … There 
were much more stricter rules, and we wanted to 
give everyone a great comeback,” said Plunto.

Many students wore costumes and danced 
on the dance floor, while food was also provided 
throughout the night for attendees.

Kate Harbison, a freshman acting major who 
dressed as Blueberry from Strawberry Shortcake 
said, “The food was really good and [I liked] 
getting to see everyone’s fun costumes.”

When asked why she attended, Harbison 
said, “partly because I wanted to show off  my 
costume and also because dancing is fun.” 

The night was filled with spooky fun for all of  
the attendees.

Flis said, “We all go to Rider, we’re all 
students, and we all work hard. … There’s 
nothing wrong with taking a little break to 
enjoy the holidays. … The most rewarding part 
to me is seeing everyone happy and enjoying 
themselves. It’s nice to see that all the work 
you put into things that people love to come 
to events, love to be happy and love to enjoy 
themselves.”

Sophomore global studies major Kayla McIntyre (right) and junior marine science 
major McKaela Jones (left) dressed in costumes for the event.
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IT rained. It was windy. One could say it was even 
spooky weather. None of  this stopped the Office 
of  Service and Civic Engagement from hosting its 
annual “Monster Mash” Halloween party, which 

was planned to be held at the Campus Mall  for the 
Trenton YMCA on Oct. 29.

The event was moved last minute to the Bart 
Luedeke Center’s Cavalla Room, where various 
clubs and organizations set up stations for the 60 
participants to partake in.

“These students are all from the Trenton 
YMCA,”  said junior health sciences major and 
student organizer Hayley Schmier. “One of  the 
reasons I think they come here is so they can get 
on the college campus and experience it for 
themselves.”

The elementary age students coming from 
the Trenton YMCA are no stranger to events at 
Rider, according to Joan Liptrot, who serves as 
Rider’s Service and Civic engagement director 
and also supervises the Bonner Community 
Scholars program, a program at Rider that 
works to help at-risk youths amongst other 
things. 

“This is the seventh or eighth year we’ve 
done this,” Liptrot said. “It started as some 
students wanting to do this for some of  the after-
school programs that we’ve worked with. Usually, 
though, we have over a hundred kids for this.”

The lack of  [YMCA] students was a result of  one 
of  the Trenton-based after-school programs, GetSet, 
shutting down during the pandemic and the YMCA’s 
being space-limited, according to Liptrot. 

Junior musical theater major Tiffany Beckford 
is a member of  the Bonner Community Scholars 
who helped with the event. She said most of  the 
organizations who had set up activities for the 
Halloween party were Greek organizations, but that 
a few others, such as womens club volleyball, also 
volunteered to set up a table. 

“It’s all for the kids,” Beckford said. “There’s games, 
activities and crafts for them, and there will also be 
food for them, and of  course, candy.”

Walking into the Cavalla Room, the variety and 
creativity of  the activities was evident. There was 
everything from a large parachute and eyeball races 
to an “American Ninja Warrior”-like limbo. There 
was truly something for everyone, and the students 
scattered across the room looking for their favorite 
activity.

Perhaps one of  the most interesting choices was the 
apple bobbing, which was hosted by the Sigma Phi 
Epsilon fraternity. Although apple bobbing is a classic 
fall activity, it just does not seem practical among small 
children in the age of  COVID-19. 

Senior political science major Angel Sanchez, 
who was represented Sigma Phi Epsilon, assured that 
everything would be safe. 

“We’re going to let them use a scoop to remove the 
apple from the water and we have candy for that if  
they get the prize,” he said. 

All of  the activities were popular. As the students 
raced around the Cavalla Room, many were dressed 
in costume. It seemed as though they were just happy 
to be given a party where they could just be themselves 
without any preconceived notions, and maybe even 
look at a chance of  where they could be in just a couple 
of  years: a student at Rider University. 

Despite weather and a pandemic, Monster Mash roars
By  Zachary Klein

The Halloween event hosted for elementary children from the Trenton YMCA looked drastically different this year due to the pandemic.
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‘Pride and Prejudice’ debuts on Halloween weekend

By Tristan Leach

IN its second show of  the semester, Rider’s School of  Fine and 
Performing Arts brought Jane Austen’s famous novel to life on 
Oct. 29 in their production of  “Pride and Prejudice.” 

This is the second show to open within a matter of  weeks, 
with “Pippin” opening this semester’s season on Sep 15. The 
play is an adaptation of  Austen’s novel and was reworked by 
theater Director Jon Jory. “Pride and Prejudice” tells the story of  
Elizabeth Bennet in her journey to do the one thing a woman in 
the 1800s was to do: Marry well and boost the status of  herself  
and her family.

The excitement of  opening night hung in the air. Students 
attending the play greeted each other with huge smiles, talking 
about how excited they were to see their friends performing again 
after a year and a half  of  no live theater. Families that knew each 
other caught up and excitedly talked about their children. Rider 
President Gregory Dell’Omo was in the audience of  the opening 
night show. 

The show is a minimalist retelling with a simple set and several 
actors playing more than one role. This grounded approach to 
the show allowed audience members to fully engage in the story 
and what the actors were saying. 

Sophomore Sarah Defrates, who is an undecided major said, 
“I really enjoy the minimalistic props. I really think it lets the 
audience focus on the whole show, on the actors.” 

The show was received very well, audience members could be 
seen with bouquets for their friends or family members in the 
show. 

When the cast took their bows, one audience member threw 
two red roses up onto the stage for the show’s leads: Sophie 
Friedman, a junior acting major who played Elizabeth Bennet, 
and senior John Ververis, a musical theater major who played 
Mr. Darcy. The cast was met with a standing ovation and loud 
cheers from the audience. 

 This was a dream come true for cast and crew alike. COVID-
19 inhibited the ability to do shows live for a year and a half. 
The actors did not wear masks on stage, but it was required 
of  the audience. The smiles on the actor’s faces as they took 
their bows was heartwarming for everyone in the audience and 
working the show. 

Kaedon Knight, who played several roles including that of  
Mr. Bingley, was smiling wide when asked about how it felt to be 
performing again. 

Knight, a junior musical theater major, said, “Performing live 
again feels amazing. You can ask anyone in the cast and they 
would all say it’s just amazing to have the energy of  an audience 
back, to have someone in the audience besides the crew and have 
new people see it every night. It just gives us a whole new energy, 
and it reminds us why we do theater.” 

Robin Shane, the play’s costume designer and a professor 
at Rider said, “It was very exciting to me to be able to design 
a period piece, which we don’t do often at Rider. Teaching 
the actors how to move in these very elaborate and decorative 
costumes, particularly the men, was very satisfying. Men are not 
used to wearing so many frills and being in those high waisted 
pants really changed how they moved. Costumes can really 
change the physicality of  an actor.” 

After taking their final bows, the cast rushed off  stage to meet 
with their friends and families. Excitement hung in the air as 
everyone waited for their loved one to come out. Both lobbies 
were packed with people. Friends and family clapped for the cast 
and crew as they exited into the lobbies of  The Yvonne Theater. 

Cast members sit on stage while discussing the new marriage that upsets the family in the play “Pride & Prejudice.”
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Junior acting major Sophie Friedman as Elizabeth Bennet and senior musical theater John Ververis as Mr. Darcy fight 
about Darcy’s influence over Mr. Bingley.

Senior musical theater major Katie Blanton as Jane Bennet and  junior acting major Sophie Friedman as Elizabeth 
Bennet read a distressing letter from Miss Bingley.

Junior acting major Sophie Friedman as Elizabeth Bennet and senior musical theater John Ververis as Mr. Darcy in the 
play’s final scene. 



Teaching so many aspects of  photography in only a 12-week course is 
very hard and with that short of  a window, it’s very hard to cover all of  
photography’s bases. With a full major, students would be able to learn the 
in-depth parts of  photography and be able to find opportunities in the field 
such as internships and portfolio building experiences. 

What a photography major can provide
Rider is all about giving opportunities to students to get involved and 

find a way to help them succeed in their respective fields of  study. Those 
opportunities make Rider special as such a small college, however there are 
very few for photography. With a photography major, there would be so 
many opportunities for students to excel and get real-world experience in the 
photography field.

Angelini said, “With all of  the opportunities around the campus and sports, 
it would make so many good moments to benefit from with a photography 
major.”

Both staff  and students think that Rider should add a photography major. 
It’s something that would help improve the communications program and 
help bring in more students.

Smithson said,“I think they should have a photography major to simply 
just broaden the horizons of  the programs and majors that they have. ... 
Seeing they have film and television, I think adding photography would 
attract more students as well as help a ton of  students who may have been or 
are currently in the shoes I was in a few years back, transferring out of  the 
school simply because they don’t have photography.”

And as for if  a photography major could happen in the future, Rider 
should seriously take a hard look at it and think about adding it to its 
communication program. 

“It's time to plan for growth. It's something that the department needs to 
kind of  discuss and as a whole, see if  they can support something like that, 
too. And if  there's a demand for it I think that's something that should be 
definitely investigated and researched,” said Oliano. 

A photography major would only help to make Rider better for students 
and give them more opportunities in a field that can yield incredible success.  

This editorial expresses the unanimous opinion of  The Rider News Editorial Board. 
This week’s editorial was written by sports editor Carolo Pascale

WHEN choosing a major, students usually have an idea about what they 
want to do for their career. They look at colleges and what programs 
they offer and decide which college best suits them. Some schools 
don’t offer majors in certain fields, and Rider is no different. 

Rider offers over 100 majors, but looking specifically at the 
communications, journalism and media department, there are only six 
different majors. Sports media, the newest of  the communication majors, was 
only added in 2016. 

Photography is an expansive field
With just six majors, it’s hard to cover a lot of  ground in those fields, 

and a photography major is something that could be used to expand the 
communications department. Photography as a whole is a vast and expansive 
career with aspects that could offer students success.

“The [photography] profession can offer students a rewarding career path. 
Photography can also be a great hobby and creative outlet for many students,” 
said Marketing and Communications photographer Peter Borg.

Rider does not offer photography as a major, with the closest option being 
graphic design. However, there is a single photography class, which five of  the 
six communications majors are required to take.

Professor Jessi Oliano, who is one of  the two professors that teach the 
course, said that many students enjoy taking the photography class and that 
there is definite interest in photography among students.

“Every semester, I get students who are like, 'I loved your class, can we 
have a photo two class?' and 'I would love to have a photo two class,' or some 
students say, 'Can we have this as a major?'” said Oliano. “There's always a 
waitlist. Every semester, I teach spring, I teach fall, I teach J-term, and I teach 
in the summer. And it always fills; there's always a waitlist. So there's clearly a 
demand for photography.”

Clear interest from students 
Despite requiring five majors to take the photography course, Rider doesn’t 

offer any more photography courses or a major or minor on the subject. 
Many other schools in Rider's general vicinity, like Drexel University, Temple 
University, Arcadia University and the University of  Pennsylvania, offer some 
form of  a photography major. Because of  this, students may choose to pursue 
their education at those other colleges over Rider.

Christian Angelini, a sophomore media studies and production major 
at Temple University, who came to Rider’s Broncast camp in the summer 
of  2018, said that if  the university had a photography major, he “definitely 
would have considered Rider a lot more.” 

Ashley Smithson, a sophomore photography major at the Savannah 
College of  Art and Design (SCAD), transferred from Rider in 2020 because 
of  this issue.

“I left Rider because of  the fact that they didn’t have photography. For 
me, this was really hard. I loved the school, the campus, professors and all the 
people I had met,” said Smithson. “I was going to college and getting a good 
education for a very good price as well. I was on the cheer team too, and, 
overall, I was having a great time in college at Rider. Essentially, I had to leave 
this all behind to go after the major I wanted, even though deep in my heart, I 
wanted to stay.”

Students that are currently at Rider also would like to see a photography 
major be added to the communications program. 

Andrew Xon, a junior graphic design major and photo editor for The 
Rider News said that Rider should see the potential benefits of  a photography 
major.

“I think that Rider should have a photography major because it will help 
students who do want to pursue a career in photography gain the knowledge 
on what the career is about,” said Xon.

One of  the students currently in Oliano’s photography class, Elise 
Spedding, a junior public relations major, spoke about how Rider should 
have a photography major considering all of  its other choices in the 
communications department.

“I think photography should be a major because we already have classes 
and already have graphic design. We have sports media, but why not have one 
specifically for photography? I feel like that's something that is growing right 
now, especially because of  how easy it is to take photos nowadays,” Spedding 
said.

Another one of  the students in the class, Matt Minton, a senior sports 
media major, echoed the sentiment as Xon and Spedding. 

“When you look at the media industry and how digitized it's become along 
with journalism too, and how important photos and the idea of  visuals are 
in self-expression, I think it would be a wise idea for Rider to incorporate a 
photography major,” said Minton.

What could a photography major entail?
In terms of  what classes could be offered in the photography major, they 

could be focused on the different aspects of  photography. Photography 
professor Andrew Wilkinson said that many components in the current 
photography class could be classes in a photography major.

“We look at things in the history of  photography that's relevant, which 
theoretically could be its own class, ideas in black and white, which again, 
could be its own class, ideas in portraiture, which could be its own class. So 
there's so much that we could cover,” said Wilkinson.
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THIS fiscal year (FY22), the university 
administration guillotined Moore 
Library’s materials budget by 
cutting 30%, or $300,000. This cut 

severely compromises its ability to support 
Rider University’s pedagogy and growing 
curriculum. Last year (FY21), Moore 
Library’s budget was slashed 20%. Instead 
of  a culture of  collection development, we 
have long suffered a culture of  fiscal cuts to 
the detriment of  teaching and learning at 
Rider University. 

Any additional cuts will cripple 
teaching and student learning. We can no 
longer afford this route--the cost of  no 
access is too high.

Literature shows student success and 
retention correlate with higher library 
spending and the use of  library resources 
(citations available, but full text access to 
the majority of  them will disappear with 
the cuts). Instead of  an arbitrary budget 
cut, Moore Library requires a considered 
and considerable budget increase to meet 
the expanding needs of  both current and 
proposed/planned  programs. 

When the Moore Library’s budget 
faces such draconian cuts, it will affect 
all university departments and programs. 
Without adequate funding of  our basic 
academic resources, the university 
fails to meet the educational goals of  its vision 
statement, to adequately support the Information 
Literacy (c.) portion of  the Undergraduate Student 
Learning Competencies and Objectives (Outcomes) 
(section 89, Academic Policy Manual) and to meet 
Middle States Standard III Criterion 5b., where 

accredited institutions offer “a curriculum designed 
so that students acquire and demonstrate essential 
skills including … information literacy.” With an 
abominably starved materials budget, we become 
a university library in name only. Even the most 
accomplished educators cannot overcome a lack of  
resources. In an age of  widespread and deliberate 

disinformation, we need more readily available 
authoritative sources, not fewer. A robust library at 
Rider is essential!

 
— Moore Library faculty

M o o r e  L i b r a r y  f a c u l t y  r e s p o n d s  t o  r e c e n t  l i b r a r y  b u d g e t  c u t s

ADVERTISEMENT
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Sports

By Carolo Pascale and Jacob Tiger

A SEASON plagued by injuries and difficulty ends 
for Rider women’s soccer as it drops its Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC)  
quarterfinals match against Monmouth 3-1 on 

Oct. 31. Just days prior, the Broncs barely squeaked into 
the playoffs for the ninth straight season, after a 2-0 loss 
to Iona on Oct. 27.

Playoff  Bound
In the final game of  the regular season, the Broncs 

traveled up to Iona on Oct. 27 to take on the Gaels in 
a do-or-die scenario. If  the Broncs won, they were in 
the playoffs, if  they tied they were in, but if  they lost, 
they needed Manhattan to lose its final game of  the 
season to force a tiebreaker. 

Rider, running on an already depleted squad, lost 
2-0, putting their playoff  fates in the hands of  the 
Jaspers, as they took on Monmouth. 

“Iona had the same number of  shots and scored 
two goals. That is what we need to do. Not get more 
shots off  but better execute the shots we take,” said 
Head Coach Drayson Hounsome.

The first Iona goal came in the ninth minute of  the 
match, another early goal allowed by the Broncs this 
season.

“Sometimes we take a while to grow into the 
game and we just have to work on keeping our 
concentration in the early part of  the game,” said 
Broncs junior midfielder Karagh Tait. 

The second Gaels goal came in the final minute of  
the match as Rider was pressing hard to try and tie 
the game. 

Since the Broncs lost, their attention turned to the 
Manhattan game against Monmouth. When the final 
score showed a 3-1 Monmouth victory, the Broncs 
knew they had made it to the postseason, but just by 
the skin of  their teeth. 

“Character and a little bit of  luck. Given all the 
adversity, illnesses and players lost to injury, I am 
really proud of  how this group has stayed together to 

qualify for the playoffs,” said Hounsome. 
This is the 11th time that Hounsome has guided 

the Broncs to the playoffs in 14 seasons as head coach, 
including an ongoing nine-year streak.

“It is nice to be able to say we are one of  only two 
teams to make the playoffs every year since 2013 and 
it is nice for the players to be playing post-season 
soccer,” Hounsome said.

Looking to the MAAC Quarterfinals on Halloween 
afternoon, Rider faces off  against the No.1 seed 
Monmouth Hawks. 

“Despite our challenges in terms of  squad size, 
injuries and illnesses we have competed hard in every 
game this season,” said Hounsome,” We just need to 
learn from every experience on the journey and create 
a little magic on Sunday.”

“Character to never quit”
On Oct. 31, just days after they aided the Broncs 

into the playoffs, Monmouth eliminated Rider with 
swift domination, winning 3-1 despite Rider’s best 
effort.

“We just had some breakdowns and Monmouth, 
being a good team with a lot of  depth, [was] able to 
punish us on their opportunities,” said Hounsome.

The first of  the Hawks’ three goals came in the 
38th minute, after a Rider defender slipped, setting up 
an easy goal for Monmouth.

 Then, in the 52nd and 61st minutes, the Hawks 
punched two more in, giving them a comfortable 
three-goal cushion.

Graduate student midfielder Cameron Santers 
was able to get the Broncs on the board in the 77th 
minute, but the game was out of  reach and Rider’s 
season concluded in West Long Branch.

But after a wild season of  injuries and even illness, 
Rider’s setbacks were too much to overcome, losing 
3-1. 

A proud Hounsome said, “Despite the 
disadvantages we face in every game and the adversity 
with injuries and illnesses during the season, the team 
showed tremendous character to never quit, keep 
focussed on the process and support each other.”

W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Broncs bounced in quarterfinals after difficult season
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Graduate student midfielder Cameron Santers scored the only goal against Monmouth in Rider’s MAAC Quarterfinals game.

TOMAS RETURNS AS FIELD 
HOCKEY MAKES NEC PLAYOFFS
Rider makes the NEC playoffs after a 
3-2 win over Sacred Heart, but fall 
to Columbia in its final regular season 
game.
FIND THE STORY AT THERIDERNEWS.COM

MEN’S SOCCER SPLITS IN FINAL 
TWO HOME MATCHES
The Broncs finish their last 
homestand of  the season, going 1-1, 
with playoffs right around the corner.

FIND THE STORY AT THERIDERNEWS.COM

VOLLEYBALL GOES 1-1 AS 
SEASON NEARS ITS END
Rider splits its last two away 
games with a loss against Marist 
and Halloween win against 
Siena.
FIND THE STORY AT THERIDERNEWS.COM

The show has suddenly 
come to an end, but the 
life I lived was 
amazing, I promise 
you it was nothing less. 

Allow the curtains to 
close but tell my 

mother I tried 
my best.”

    James Green

‘‘

CONT’D FROM PAGE 12
for “95% of  the time” when she was at the hospital. 

That other 5%, Childs went outside and lit a cigarette 
“to get [her] mind right.”

Even in her son’s serious condition, she refused to 
let the thought of  him dying enter her mind. 

“I swore I would never bury another one of  my 
children,” Childs said. Her first daughter died of  
sudden infant death syndrome when Green was 3 
years old. He was going to pull through. He had to. 

Green knew his mother already carried the pain of  
losing one child. As he was transported to the hospital, 
he began writing what he believed might be the last 
poem he would ever write. The words held a message 
to his mother, in case she would need to bury another.

The poem in part reads: “The show has suddenly 
come to an end, but the life I lived was amazing, I 
promise you it was nothing less. Allow the curtains to 
close but tell my mother I tried my best.”

A day felt like a week
Green’s progress surprised many. He was out of  the 

hospital in six days and eventually got the OK to train 
with Rider’s team. His mom knew it would happen, 
but did not think it would be this season.

Rider track and field Head Coach Brett Harvey, 
who is close with Green and graduated from the same 

high school in Maryland, is “optimistic” about him 
running this winter.  Harvey said Green is already 
going through practices and is “his normal self,” 

“If  you were to ask me any person I know to go 
through this, who [I think] would be the most likely 
to come out of  it the best, it’s probably him,” Harvey 
said.

Jerome Boyer was on the 4x400 relay team with 

Green when they broke the school record their 
freshman year. When he first saw Green’s hospital 

picture on Instagram with wires and bandages across 
his body, Boyer was nervous if  his teammate would 
ever run again.

“Knowing James, he’s a very strong-willed person,” 
Boyer said. “He knows how to bounce back from 
things.”

Green’s charisma is palpable. His determination 
spreads throughout the whole team during practice.

Allie Riches, his good friend and teammate, said, 
“I see him at practice, still running. He was doing hill 
runs [one day] and he didn’t seem like he had any 
problems. … He’s back to being himself. He’s back to 
being James Green.”

He endured intensive physical therapy but took 
every opportunity to demonstrate that he was healed. 
Each day felt like a week of  progress to him. It was a 
stark contrast from the doctors telling him he would 
never run again.

Now Green is grateful to kiss his mom and work 
on getting faster. He wants to “give everything plus 
more. Everything times two.” Green could have taken 
a semester off, even a school year, but his mind was 
focused on proving people wrong. 

“That’s what life is about,” Green said. “It’s about 
proving that those mistakes don’t define who I am. 
Even after I make a mistake, I’ll show you it gets better 
from here, I’ll do better, I’ll learn from this.”

F E AT U R E

Green ready to ‘give everything plus more’
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F E AT U R E

The rise and return of track star James Green

By Dylan Manfre

JAMES Green sat on the bench in front of  the Fine 
Arts Center wearing a beige sweater and necklace 
with a silver Eye of  Horus medallion. The pendant 
is a symbol of  protection in Egyptian culture. He 

tried to get comfortable. Still, his eyes peered around 
left-to-right, up and down. His head was on a swivel 
as he was checking his surroundings on an October 
afternoon.

Underneath his shirt lies a distinctive light-red scar 
with 36 staples in the center of  his chest, the result of  
life-saving open-heart surgery. Green, a senior sprinter 
on Rider’s track and field team, was the victim of  a 
brutal stabbing on Aug. 15 and almost died from his 
wounds.

Nearly three months after the incident took place, 
the 21-year-old Maryland native who genuinely 
thought his life was ending, has been cleared by 
Rider’s training staff  to run. There was no doubt in 
his mind it would happen. Jenna Childs, his mother 
and biggest supporter, knew it too. She always believed 
in him.

A screwdriver and a stabbing
The violent encounter occurred outside of  a 

shopping center in Hamilton, New Jersey. Green went 
to the center with a few friends to support a female 
coworker who was confronting her male partner 
with her father. Green had never met the coworker’s 
boyfriend before the incident.

Green looked down at the pavement, cracked a 
smirk and said, “That’s where I messed up.” 

Moments later, the atmosphere completely 
changed. Green said the man allegedly began 
following him. Wherever Green went, he followed, 
and after a short while, he confronted him.

According to Green, the man said, “There was 
going to be no talking.”

The man was later identified as Jmaurie Tucker, 24, 
of  Chesterfield, New Jersey, in a criminal complaint 
report.

Tucker was arrested and charged with aggravated 
assault and two weapons offenses, according to 
documents obtained by The Rider News.

Green was stabbed 13 times on the left side of  his 
body with a black and yellow screwdriver. His left lung 
collapsed. Blood gushed down the side of  his body as 
he attempted to stand up. Green was fighting for his 
life. Each breath forced more fluid into his chest. 

He was killing himself  with each gasp.
Green said at least 10 people saw the altercation 

and did nothing. 
“That was the one thing that broke my heart,” 

Green said.
He was physically, mentally and emotionally 

drained. All he wanted to do was rest.
Paramedics yelled at him to keep his eyes open as 

he was transported to the Capital Health Medical 
Center. Green experienced three seizures from the 
time the paramedics arrived to when he woke up in 
the ambulance.

“I wanted to rest,” Green said. “Even if  that means 
a permanent rest,”

He fought to open his eyes. He thought of  his 
mother and his two brothers. Childs sacrificed her 
youth years to make sure Green had a good life. 
Instead of  having fun “she broke her neck working.” 
Green kept fighting for his mom, his biggest 
motivation.

“I guess it’s only right that I keep going,” Green 
said. “[I] couldn’t give up.”

A knock on the door
Childs was two-and-a-half  hours away sitting on 

her bed in their Maryland apartment when she got 
a call from a male paramedic. From what Childs 
described, he downplayed what happened to her son.

She asked him if  she should drive up there and the 
paramedic replied, “No, no. It’s not that serious. He’s 
fine. He’s sitting up.”

She got another call from the hospital shortly 
thereafter. In this call, she heard two words that 
pierced her ears like a glass of  wine shattering.

“Trauma team.”
A third call came from a surgeon who brought 

Childs up to speed.
Green was being prepped for emergency surgery to 

save his life. 
The surgeon put Green on the line.
“Mom,” Green muttered over the phone.
“I’m coming, James. I’m coming. I love you,” she 

said frantically to her son over the phone, not knowing 
if  he could hear her.

Those were the last words she said to her son 
before his surgery.

Green thought those were going to be the last 
words he would ever hear his mother say.

“I’m thinking she’s going to get here and that’s it,” 
Green said. “They’re gonna tell her I didn’t make it.”

Childs threw on shoes and got behind the wheel 
of  her car. With only a quarter of  a tank of  gas, her 
oldest son, his girlfriend and Childs raced two-and-a-
half  hours north on I-95 to New Jersey.

They arrived at the hospital shortly before 9 p.m. 
to a group of  nearly 40 college-aged people standing 
outside the hospital wanting to see Green. 

The rest was a blur.
After the three-hour surgery, his mother and 

brother approached the room. They paused and 
prepared themselves for what they might see. 

Childs took a breath and opened the door. Green 
was sedated and received supplemental oxygen.

“You really scared me this time, kid,” she said to 
her son, who had tears trickling 
down his face.

She was able to contain herself

Senior sprinter James Green survived life-saving open-heart surgery after he was stabbed in August. Now he is preparing the winter track season.
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