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Professors voice concerns over in-person learning

S

By Sarah Siock and Shaun Choronobroff

ARAH Trocchio loves in-person teaching. It’s one of the reasons that when she
was looking for a new college to be a professor, she chose to teach at Rider. The
experience of teaching to students over Zoom during the 2020-21 school year was
definitely not preferable to what Trocchio has experienced in the past.
While Trocchio loves the classroom environment and being in-person, she admits
that she’s unsure of whether Rider should be resuming in-person classroom activities.

“As much as higher education reports to be progressive and forward-thinking and
innovative, I think ultimately, there are a lot of ways that as an institution, colleges
and universities kind of fall back on the traditional ways of doing things. … One of
those that I think is really prominent is just this real concern with productivity over
health and well-being at times,” Trocchio said.
Trocchio, a mother of a 3-year-old daughter and the wife of a cancer survivor,
said that the issues at hand are complicated, but that some students and faculty
weren’t taken into consideration when the university required faculty to teach in
person this fall.
“I think that we need to be considerate and thinking about all of our vulnerable
community members, and not just the faculty and staff that have children, but also
[the students] that might live in multi-generational households that might live with
people that are vaccinated, but are specially compromised or immunocompromised,”
said Trocchio, who teaches in Rider’s department of sociology and criminology.
Michael Reca, Rider’s vice president for facilities and university operations
sympathized with the concerns of professors, but believed Rider is doing everything it
can to create a safe environment.
Reca explained that the university has added COVID-19 safety measures,
including adding ultraviolet (UV) lights to buildings on campus that are designed to
kill bacteria, extra disinfecting of all classrooms and new higher quality air filters
among many other efforts.
“I don’t want to speak for anyone else, I just want to say that we’re doing all we
can as fast as we can,” Reca said in an interview with The Rider News. “We went
through all last year and with extra disinfecting and doing this outside air stuff, we’re
adding this year into all those spaces. So it’s going to be helpful for any classroom, any
gathering space, places like that.”

Courtesy of Rider University

Is it safe to be back?

Sarah Trocchio, a sociology and criminology professor, expresses concern over in-person teaching.

Vaccine requirements

Rider did implement new COVID-19 safety precautions this year such as a
vaccine requirement, with religious and medical exemptions being considered, for
students. Currently, 96% of students are vaccinated, according to the university.
For professors, Vice President for Human Resources Robert Stoto said the
administration and the union jointly agreed on a process to solicit vaccine status
from faculty and other bargaining unit members in Rider’s chapter of the American
Association of University Professors (AAUP) as opposed to a mandate. Stoto
said records indicate that 98% of full-time faculty are fully
STOTO
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vaccinated.
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Stoto wrote in an email to The Rider News, “We discussed

Rider records increase in positive COVID-19 tests

T

HE most recent update to Rider University’s COVID-19 dashboard recorded
the highest amount of single-week positive cases since March 22-28 of
2021.
The dashboard documented nine total cases from Sept. 11-17; six from
on-campus students and three from on-campus faculty.
The nearly double-digit cases bring the fall 2021 dashboard’s cumulative count
to 13 cases. In the last six weeks of the spring 2021 dashboard, the university
recorded a total of 10 cases.
However, Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and Planning and Secretary to
the Board Debbie Stassola insisted that there is no reason for panic.
“I’m not worried about rising cases right now,” Stassola said. “The reason is
that we’ve got our procedures in place. We’re going to have to recognize that now
that we’re back for a regular semester, we are going to be dealing with COVID
cases, and we’ve got the appropriate procedures in place to try to mitigate spread
across campus. But we all have to recognize that we’re going to have positive
cases.”
The university saw a positive increase among its vaccinated faculty, with 98%
of full-time faculty reportedly being vaccinated and 90% of overall staff being
vaccinated, Stassola told The Rider News in an email.
Rider took its surveillance testing into full effect, reporting 176 tests through
the weekly surveillance program. While the number may seem staggering, Stassola
affirmed that the number will be even higher due to unvaccinated students and
faculty required testing every week.
“That will rise because we just got through our first week of testing. So as you
can imagine, we had some people who did not show up for testing that we were
following up. So that number will continue to rise over the next couple of weeks,
particularly as we begin to test our adjunct faculty as well,” Stassola said.
In addition to the surveillance testing, 43 additional tests were administered
through the Student Health Center, bringing Rider’s weekly total to 219 tests
administered.
Stassola explained that tests administered through the Student Health Center
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are “students who are symptomatic, where we may suspect that COVID may be the
source of the symptoms, and also the student health center is testing students who have
been identified as close contacts who require testing.”
Rider’s quarantine numbers continue to remain low, with only a total of three
members of the student body being in quarantine, according to the dashboard.
The dashboard stated that the university had eight students and four employees in
isolation as of Sept. 17.

PLASTICS AND THE PANDEMIC
COVID-19 causes sustainability
concern to fall under the radar.
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Rider students come
together for Cranberry
Fest, a Rider tradition.
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SECURITY BRIEFS
BY SARAH SIOCK

Suspicious Vehicle

It was the delivery driver all along. On Sept. 15 at
9:48 p.m. Public Safety was dispatched to the area
of Sorority Row and Delta Phi Epsilon, for the report
of suspicious activity. The student caller reported
a suspicious vehicle driving around campus that
stopped, and asked for direction to a Greek affiliated
house. Surveillance camera footage was checked in
the area and a vehicle matching the description was
observed in the area of Phi Sigma Sigma House. Card
swipe records were checked for the buildings and
Public Safety was able to meet with a student seen
on the camera footage meeting with the driver of
the vehicle. It was determined that the vehicle was
making a food delivery on campus and had difficulty
finding the correct delivery location.

Suspected Marijuana

Nowhere to be found. On Sept. 16 at 11:30 p.m.
Public Safety was dispatched to Kroner Residence
Hall for the report of the odor of suspected
marijuana. The odor was detected in the building,
but Public Safety was not able to locate the source.
Public Safety reminds students, marijuana is not
permitted on Rider’s Campus.

Damaged Door

Strong push. On Sept. 17 at 10:15 a.m. while
assisting a student with a lock-out, Public Safety
observed a propped door on Olson Residence Hall.
The officer proceeded to the entrance to secure
the door and noticed that it was damaged. It
appeared that someone pushed the door open with
considerable force, enough to damage the closing
mechanism that prevented the door from closing on
its own. The incident remains under investigation.

— Information provided by Public Safety Capt.
Matthew Babcock

Professors are now “mask enforcers” in tight classrooms
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1



various approaches to the faculty/staff vaccination issue, including, at one point,
the possibility of a mandate. Ultimately, we mutually agreed on the approach that
we are following, with the expectation that it would result in a vast majority of our
workforce being vaccinated.”
AAUP Contract Administrator and sociology professor Jeffrey Halpern added that
unvaccinated AAUP members must submit to weekly testing.
Halpern said in an email to The Rider News, “We agreed that the rule that
applies to members of the bargaining unit is that they must vaccinate or be tested
weekly...The issue that came up was how the vaccination status of faculty would
be verified. In the end the university and the AAUP agreed that members of the
bargaining unit could either let their chair see a vaccination document or they could
verify their status through human resources who would deal with that information as
private medical information protected by HIPPA [Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996].”

and staff should be knowledgeable about our guidelines related to COVID and
should be following them... If students are concerned that something goes wrong,
again, all the more reason we should be following the guidelines that are part of our
Resolved and Ready plan.”
Trocchio said while her initial reaction to being back in the classroom was “joy,”
she continues to have concerns.
“I have all these activities that I like to do as a very hands-on professor,” Trocchio
said. “Is it ethical for me to have my students be working closely together at a table
on a group project as they would have done a year-and-a-half ago? Or is it not?
Right? These are all the extra considerations and concerns that have to be made that
amount to additional work and labor on the part of faculty members.”

Political science professor and AAUP President Barbara Franz said that she was
happy to be back to in-person teaching at Rider.
“It’s such a different job. It’s fabulous to be present in a classroom and talk to
regular people and talk to students rather than stare at screens...I think we’re all
happy...even the people that are really concerned about their health, they’re still
thrilled to be back,” Franz said.
Franz also spoke about the many factors that influenced returning to in-person
learning.
“Frankly, I think the union and the faculty is very well aware that this would have
cost the university more students had we insisted on using remote modalities again…
but I do know that some people are concerned, specifically older faculty and faculty
with young children,” said Franz.
Franz said she felt the mask mandate the university implemented in August did
help professors feel more comfortable about returning to the classroom. The mask
mandate is required indoors for students and faculty regardless of the vaccination
status.
Trocchio said she enjoys being back in person, but with the pandemic, she now
has to be a “mask enforcer.”
Trocchio said, “I’ve seen lots of students just yesterday walking around with
poorly fitting masks or very poor quality masks. There’s no masks in classrooms
available and I’ve already given away some of my personal high-quality masks
because I’ve seen kids in my class with their noses dangling out, which we know is not
effective.”

Andrew Xon/ The Rider News

The decision to return

A classsroom in Fine Arts without windows. Sarah Trocchio said she teaches a class with over 20
students in a windowless room.

Social distancing concerns

Student reaction

In her classes, Trocchio had open discussions with her students about how they
feel about being back in school during a pandemic.
“I started my classes just asking students ‘How are you feeling? What are you
thinking about this semester? You know, how have you changed? And what are your
thoughts about coming into this environment, knowing that we still are very much
in the middle of a pandemic,” Trocchio said. “I got a lot of concerns from students
saying, ‘I’m so happy to be back, but I’m also more worried than I am happy that
this going to fall apart.’”
Stassola responded to potential student concerns when she said, “All the more
reason that every one of us who are a member of this community, students, faculty

Adrienne Unfreed/ The Rider News

Trocchio teaches a class with over 20 students and said they are “literally elbowto-elbow” in a windowless room. Franz too said students often sit close together in
classrooms. She said she moved one of her classes out of a classroom in the Fine Arts
building into a larger room elsewhere on campus because it was too crowded.
Franz said, “There were 25 seats in the class and I had 24 students. So that was
very crowded and I asked for a reassignment.”
Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and Planning and Secretary to the Board
Debbie Stassola explained that Rider returning to in-person learning is a result of
not having a requirement to social distance.
“We are not required to physically distance and because of that we can hold
classes as we did prior to the pandemic,” Stassola said.
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Newly appointed chief diversity officer will address inclusion on campus
IDER has

many new faces on campus this semester. including the inaugural
Vice President of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion and Chief Diversity Officer,
Barbara Lawrence.
Lawrence will serve as a member of President Gregory Dell’Omo’s cabinet
and is tasked with leading Rider’s strategic direction for inclusive excellence.
Lawrence did not respond to multiple interview requests from The Rider News
since Sept. 3.
“I am excited to join the Rider community as we address critical issues of
diversity, equity and inclusion together,” Lawrence said in a university press release.
Leanna Fenneberg, vice president for student affairs, was a part of the 16-person
search committee that consisted of faculty, staff and students. The committee
interviewed nine semi-finalists and found three finalists for the position of chief
diversity officer before ultimately choosing Lawrence.
Fenneberg said, “Barbara immediately struck me as warm, reflective and
genuine. That impression has continued to solidify in the time I’ve gotten to know
her. Barbara sees the best in people, and wants to connect with people to drive
meaningful and positive change.”
“Barbara brings a wide array of skills and experience in diversity, equity and
inclusion work, including serving in the role of vice president for the Office
of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at Guilford College,” said Fenneberg. “She
additionally has a wealth of perspective as a faculty member, previously serving as
associate professor in criminal justice and community and justice studies.”
Before working in higher education, Lawrence spent 12 years in the New York
Police Department as a police officer, where she wrote a national law enforcement

model for responding to domestic violence along with curricula for cultural diversity
training.
“Throughout the search process, as a candidate, Barbara centered students in our
discussions,” explained Fenneberg. “She is clearly motivated to improve the student
experience and additionally understands the complex institutional improvements
that influence that experience.”

Courtesy of Rider University
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By Tori Pender

Barbara Lawrence was described as warn, reflective and genuine by Leanna Fenneberg, vice
president of student affairs.

Three students rewarded with free tuition for being vaccinated

T

experience - the in-person engagement both in and out of the classroom.”
students started the semester off with a nice surprise when they
Carol Curtis ‘69, ‘11 was originally one of the three students selected to receive
learned they received a year of free tuition for submitting proof of COVID-19
free tuition. However, Curtis, who earned her bachelor’s at 61 years old and has
vaccination.
continued to audit classes at Rider since, asked Rider to choose another student.
Students learned they would have a chance to receive free tuition on July
“I thought, ‘well, I could do my master’s ...’ But there are so many students here,
29 from an email sent by Rider President Gregory Dell’Omo. The email explained
you know, young students right out of high school that are getting into a lot of debt.
that the submission of the vaccination cards was due Aug. 1 through the Healthy
I knew the tuition would mean a whole lot more to them than it would to me,” said
Broncs portal, and anyone who submitted proof past that date was not eligible
Curtis.
for the free tuition. Students who showed proof of at least one dose of a two-dose
McManus agreed that the tuition meant a great deal to her and that it took away
vaccine were also eligible. Rider randomly selected one undergraduate student, one financial worries.
graduate student and one continuing education student to receive free tuition for
“I got vaccinated in March before Rider made the decision. I wanted to do my
the 2021-22 academic year on Aug. 5.
part and what was right for us all globally. Receiving free tuition for the semester
According to the Rider website, the chance of receiving free tuition “[excluded]
is life-changing, and it came at the perfect time. I started my school psychology
students who already receive grants, scholarships and/or discounts from federal,
internship this year and being able to focus solely on the work - learning how to
state and institutional financial aid that are equal to or exceed the cost of full
best help students reach their full potential in the classroom and beyond - while not
tuition.”
having to worry about the financial aspect of my education is a gift and one I won’t
Sophomore exercise science major Jordyn Locks, Andrea McManus, a graduate
soon forget,” said McManus. “I will use it, and I will pay it forward through my
student in the school of psychology, and Brian Lambracht, a continuing studies
work. I so strongly believe in the good in people, and so much good will come from
student in business administration were the three lucky students selected for free
this. I can’t thank the university enough.”
tuition.
“I really appreciate and am grateful to get free
tuition. It also makes me excited for the semester.
There is decreased pressure on myself financially, so
there is a greater chance that I will perform better.
I did decide to get the vaccine before Rider offered
to pick three students. I was fully vaccinated as of
June 10 of 2021,” said Lambracht. “Getting myself
vaccinated increases my self-esteem. I know that I am
not only doing the right thing for myself but also for
those around me. I care about the health and safety
of myself and others.”
The university announced on April 29 that all
students would be required to be vaccinated to
attend in-person classes, live in the residence halls or
access campus with valid religious and documented
medical exemptions being considered. While Rider
did implement the vaccine requirement with 96%
of the student body fully vaccinated, Associate
Vice President for University Marketing and
Communications Kristine Brown said the free
tuition was “an effort to reward those students
who were compliant, and to encourage those who
hadn’t yet been compliant by the Aug. 1 deadline,”
to submit proof of vaccination.
“We are extremely pleased to say that our
student population is now 96% fully vaccinated,
and 4% have received an approved exemption.
This very high rate of vaccination among our
students will allow us to have the safest possible
campus experience this year,” said Brown. “The
three students who were chosen to receive free
tuition for being compliant with our vaccine
rules are not only very lucky, but they are great
examples of how we can come together as a university Jordyn Locks (left), a sophomore exercise science major, Andrea McManus (Center), a graduate student in the school of psychology and
community to keep us as healthy as possible, while
Brian Lambracht (Right), a continuing studies student in business administration, were all rewarded with free tuition.
still enjoying what we all love most about the Rider
By Olivia Nicoletti and Sarah Siock

Courtesy of Rider University
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Rider students upset over the closure of library on Saturdays

S

TUDENTS will have to be creative when looking for a weekend study spot this
semester as the university announced the Franklin F. Moore Library and Talbott
Library will both be closed on Saturdays until further notice.
The announcement came during the Sept. 2 fall convocation. According
to the Associate Vice President for University Marketing and Communications
Kristine Brown, there were several reasons for the closure of the libraries on
Saturdays.
“First, Saturdays are the least busy day of the weekend in the library. Our
statistics show that the number of patrons has significantly decreased on Saturdays
over time,” Brown said. “In the fall of 2020, the last semester we were fully
operational in person, patronage was sometimes as low as less than 10 per Saturday.
Second, the need to staff the library seven days a week limited the staff ’s flexibility,
which will now be improved with a six-day schedule.”
On Sunday the Moore Library will be open from 3 p.m. -10 p.m., from Monday
to Thursday 8 a.m. - 11 p.m and Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. The Talbott Library will be
open on Sunday from 3 p.m. - 10 p.m, Monday through Thursday 8 a.m. - 10 p.m
and Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Students do have alternative options for places to study such as the study lounge
and the Rider Athletics Hall of Fame area in the Student Recreation Center (SRC)
that were open last spring for overnight hours. There were established quiet hours
in these areas for studying.
Rider is “reinstating its 24-hour Study Lounge in the SRC this semester, which
has been very popular with students,” Brown said. “This was very well received by
students, and therefore, the decision was made to bring the study lounge back this
year.”
The 24-hour study lounge is opened for Sunday through Thursday with quiet
hours between 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.
“We will continue to monitor the library hours and if we see the need to make
changes, such as during exam times, we can certainly reverse course,” Brown said.
Some students on campus have shown concern for these changing hours, such as
their dependency on the library to get their weekend’s worth of work done.
Giordan Carbini, a sophomore behavioral neuroscience major, has returned to
the Rider dorms after being home for a year. He stressed that it was hard to readjust
after having ample space for studying back home.
“Freshman year, the library was like my second room. Whenever I had to study
or just take a break from the chaos in my room I went to the library especially on
Saturdays and Sundays,” Carbini said. “The weekend is a great time for students to
cram in a bunch of homework in peace with resources at their side. The closure of

Andrew Xon/The Rider News

By Olivia Nicoletti

Franklin F. Moore Library and Talbott libraries will be closed on Saturdays.
the library is a major inhibitor in my student growth and I hope a change is made.”
Tara Towson, a junior elementary education major, lives off-campus but has
taken advantage of the quiet areas on campus since she was a freshman.
“The library has always been an awesome place where I can be alone and have
complete silence,” Towson said. “Closing on Saturdays can be a major issue for me
and many other students who utilize the library as much as I do. I have to admit
that it was the perfect spot to get my assignments done and I am upset it is no
longer an option on Saturdays.”

Broncs react to Rider’s Princeton Review rankings

T

Melody Turner, a sophomore marine science major wishes for more resources to be available to students to create a more open environment.

Courtesy of Marina Jean-Baptiste

HE Princeton Review’s “The Best 387 Colleges” book for 2022 ranks Rider
University among the best undergraduate colleges in the United States.
Rider University was rated on several factors, including academics,
admissions, financial aid, fire safety, quality of life, environmental
responsibility and professor engagement and the level of availability of faculty
to help students outside of the classroom, according to The Princeton Review’s
website.
The Princeton Review indicates that academics scores are based on the number
of hours students spend in the classroom, how many resources are available and
the quality of students. The admissions score is gathered through SAT scores and
grades of the applicants to the college being studied. Financial aid scores come
from how much money a school can put up to help prospective students afford an
education at their institution. Fire safety is based on how easy it would be to exit
safely out of a dorm on campus in the event of a fire. The quality of life is scored
by how happy the students are. Finally, environmental responsibility is scored on
several factors including the prevalence of recycling at the school, the school’s
water quality and the number of environmental preservation majors or minors the
school offers.
The universities and colleges ranked on “The Best 387 Colleges” are given a
score between 60 to 99 in each of the categories.
Rider received the following scores: 78/99 in academics, 83/99 in admissions,
83/99 in financial aid office, 85/99 in dorm safety, 83/99 on a positive outlook on
life, 92/99 on environmental responsibility, 84/99 on engagement and 90/99 for
availability for students outside of school hours.
Freshman psychology major Marina Jean-Baptiste said, “Rider isn’t perfect but
it is an amazing school. I wouldn’t change any of the Princeton Review scorings.”
Melody Turner, a sophomore marine science major, also agreed with The
Princeton Review’s high ratings of Rider, particularly its safety rating.
Turner said, “Rider is safe because campus security is everywhere and always
making sure students and faculty are safe. We are informed on campus incidents
also.”
However, Turner wished more resources were available to students.
Turner said, “Students should feel comfortable [asking] for help and [should
spend] more time studying”.
In addition to the university’s overall ranking, Rider was also recognized as a
best northeastern college. Only about 14% of America’s 2,700 four-year colleges
are profiled in The Princeton Review.
“A Rider education is a transformative experience,” said Provost and Vice
President of Academic Affairs DonnaJean Fredeen in a university news release.
“Throughout their time at Rider, our students accomplish things they may have
not previously thought possible because of Rider’s highly supportive learning
environment. They learn to follow their interests and become leaders in their
field.”

Courtesy of Melody Turner

By Sarah Griffin

Marina Jean-Baptiste, a freshman psychology major, describes Rider as an amazing school.
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The Return of a Rider tradition: Cranberry Fest

O

Freshman criminal justice major Jahliyah Lewis and Joan Liptrot encouraged students to sign up and
get informed on Constitution Day.

Aaliyah Patel/The Rider News

Aaliyah Patel/The Rider News

NE of Rider’s longest-running campus traditions, Cranberry Fest, returned for a
full-in person experience on Sept. 18 for the entire university.
Since 1979, Rider has celebrated Cranberry Fest as an honorable mention to
Andrew J. Rider, the university’s founder. This year, the university went above
and beyond to make the event as interactive as possible.
Students were accompanied by two inflatable bouncy castles, DJ performances, the
Bronc Bites food truck and an outdoor movie showing of “Monsters University” on
the residence quad.
There was also an abundance of sweet and savory dinner and dessert items
including beef soft shell tacos, vegetarian and sausage paella, chicken, blondies and
chocolate chip cookies. To wash the food down, there were sodas, Brisk lemon iced tea
and a Cranberry Harvest party with seasonal beverages for those who were 21 years or
older.
The campus mall also featured information sessions for the Rider Votes team,
encouraging them to sign up for future events.
Jahliyah Lewis, a freshman criminal justice major, was one of the students passing
out Constitution pamphlets during the celebration.
“We want to let people know what their rights are as voters and educate members
of the Rider community on a day like this,” Lewis said. “We’re also promoting our
Rider Votes community service program, as it’s a great way to get students actively
involved.”
Students utilized the campus mall with a strategic approach of adding educational
resources to continue to encourage active involvement throughout the semester.
Katie Blanton, a senior arts and entertainment management major and member of
the Student Entertainment Council (SEC), was one of the students coordinating the
inflatables.
“It is so exciting that the Rider community is finally together. It’s so great seeing
people out, coming to the events, and kick off the year,” Blanton said. “We have leaps
and bounds, we have a gladiator joust, an obstacle course and a whole variety of fun
activities.”
All attending patrons were given a free t-shirt that stated “Go Broncs” as a token of
school pride.
Joan Liptrot, director of service and civic engagement, is one of the many people
who are proud to be a part of the Rider community.
“We just found out that Rider was named one of the country’s best colleges for
voting in the Washington monthly. We are one of the few institutions to have this
distinction and that is exciting,” Liptrot said.
Cranberry Fest is an event that Rider will continue to host every year as the
tradition lives on.

Aaliyah Patel/The Rider News

By Aaliyah Patel

Senior arts and entertainment major Katie Blanton closely monitored students to ensure safety
was a priority during the festivities.

Students gathered with their families and enjoyed the ambience of the outdoor music.

History and Principles of Graphic Design class use 3D printers to make ancient artifact

T

EACHING her History and Principles of Graphic Design class in person for the first
time, Professor Jessi Oliano wanted to do something different early in the semester
to get her students excited.
So, why not some arts and crafts?
Oliano decided to create a project that allowed students to create their own Phaistos
Disk, a relic of the ancient Minoan civilization. The terracotta disk is engraved with
241 symbols and was discovered in Crete early in the 20th century. It is also one of the
earliest predecessors for modern technology.
“This is one of the oldest things we’ve found as an artifact from the Minoan society
and civilization. The reason we study this is because it possibly could represent our first
example of printing,” Oliano said.
For the class, Oliano partnered with Alicia Testa, a freelance 3D printer, to create a
replica of the historic Phaistos Disk, a relic of the ancient Minoan Civilization.
Then, Oliano’s class used a mixture of salt, flour and water to make their dough.
Students imprinted the 3D replica of the disk on their dough. Oliano said, “It’s a nice,
pliable clay that you can air dry, or you can bake it lightly in the oven for… 200 degrees
for … two hours.”
This was Oliano’s first class to do this project because of virtual classes last year.
“Up until this point, I’ve only taught the class virtually. So it’s really nice to be back
in person with the students, and I’m a really hands-on person. I’m a visual learner
myself, and that’s why I came up with the idea to work with a 3D freelance printer and
print an example of this disk, and then share it with the class to make our own clay and
stamp it out so they can actually see what this could look like,” said Oliano.
Junior graphic design major and student of Oliano, Jailean Ortiz said in an email to
the Rider News that she was also excited about a more hands-on learning experience.
“At first, I was nervous to go back in person after having nearly three semesters
online. After doing an experiment like this, it makes me excited to be back on campus.
I am looking forward to doing more of these hand[s] on projects this semester and in

future semesters,” said Ortiz.
“[The students] really liked it. They were like … ‘I’ve never done anything like this
before,”’ Oliano said of her students’ responses to the unique project.
Jenna Krauss, sophomore graphic design major and student of Oliano, said in an
email to the Rider News that she was also surprised by the outcome.
“It was definitely not what any of us were expecting in class but we all had a lot
of fun with it. The final products [seemed] to turn out really well. It took us a while
to reach the correct dough consistency but once we did, the disks started coming out
great,” said Krauss.
Ortiz said, “We had a lot of fun doing this experiment and we were excited to see
the final result. It was cool to make our own disk in order to see & learn what these
disk[s] looked like in the past. I was very surprised to see how well my disk turned out
for the first time.”

Courtesy of Professor Oliano

By Amethyst Martinez and Shaun Chornobroff

Students took turns as they worked to create the 3D replica of the disk.
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“The R Factor” auditions showcase Rider’s musical talent

A

during the early stages of the auditions were sophomore popular music studies major
Asha Burtin, senior journalism major Dylan Manfre and junior film and television
major Karl Stever.
With all seats filled, it was time for the judges to begin swapping out acts based on
performance.
Later in the evening sophomore global supply chain major Kevin O’Brien
performed.
“I’ve been singing since I was about seven years old and I just really like to do it,
[it’s also] something I do in my free time. So I just decided to come out and see what
happens and have some fun,” O’Brien said. He sang “Somewhere Beyond the Sea” by
Bobby Dari, which the crowd supported by clapping along to the upbeat tempo.
Halfway through, the hosts interviewed audience members about their experiences.
Freshman music production major Sebastian Leak was a fan favorite throughout the
evening, even after losing his seat.
Another fan favorite was junior theater major Josh Payne, who sang “For Your
Love” by SMLE.
“It felt so good hearing everyone cheer and say ‘give him a seat!’ and I was like
woo good enough,” said Payne energetically in a post-show interview. Payne added
he is looking forward to getting to showcase his writing in theater and hopes to see it
being performed one day.
As the night concluded, the top four contestants were revealed to be junior political
science major Sania Rashid, junior secondary education major Christine Ruggieri,
junior musical theater major Shamiea Thompson and freshman film and television
major William Dusinberre. The top four were all awarded automatic seats in the final
round. Judges Thompson, Barbati and Kennedy also each choose one performer to
join their team as a wild card. In order, they chose freshman biology major Atallah
Gibbons, Leak and O’Brien, the latter two based on enthusiastic audience support.
“Sebastian made such a deep connection with the audience,” Barbati said about
his wild card pick. “He was a wonderful performer and I think he’s going to grow in
the next week and put on an incredible show for us on Friday.”
All the judges seemed to agree that there is no clear frontrunner for the finale,
which will take place on Sept. 24th in the Bart Luedeke Center Theater. Thompson
denied claims of being a favorite, saying “I try to be really humble when I’m
performing. I just want to have a good time.”
The finals are sure to bring several twists and turns, but in the end, only one
student can become the Season 12 champion of “The R Factor.”

By Adrianna Jaccoma and Zachary Klein
UDITIONS for

the annual singing competition “The R Factor,” which is now
an almost decade-long tradition at Rider, took place Sept. 17th in the Yvonne
Theater. Students packed the auditorium as 21 acts competed for just four
confirmed seats in the final on Sept. 24.
The judges for the night were former “X Factor” finalist Trace Kennedey, creative
director for Jennifer Lopez and Beyoncé, Heather Thompson, a five-time winning
R Factor mentor and off-Broadway performer, associate dean of campus life Nick
Barbati and former “X Factor” finalist Dani Knights.
“I’m excited to see all the talent coming in. I’ve heard a lot of great things from
Nick. He’s blasting you guys, so I hope everyone lives up to it, and let’s have a great
time tonight,” said Kennedey before the show.
“It’s gonna take passion, some real perseverance and a whole lot of talent [to win
the R Factor],” Thompson added.
If the judges enjoyed a student’s performance they were asked to sit in one of four
seats on the stage. As the performances continued, the judges had to decide who to
keep in the four seats and swap contestants until they had their final four.
First to perform was sophomore musical theater major Maclain Rhine.
“This will be my first time singing in front of this many people even as a musical
theater major. I’m auditioning tonight because I thought it would be fun, I love the
song, and I also really like attention,” Rhine said jokingly in a pre-show interview.
Rhine sang “First Day of My Life” by Bright Eyes and played the ukulele— the
perfect combination to earn him the first seat.
Within the first 20 minutes and four acts, all four seats were filled. Joining Rhine

Tristan Leach/The Rider News

Dylan Manfre is a sports editor for The Rider News. Manfre did not assist in the writing or
editing of this story.

There was a full crowd of students who offered moral support during the auditions.

Women’s basketball player creates clothing line

L

Having her stamp of approval is important for Evans because she wants to show
people she is more than an athlete and that she has her own style.
The thought of being a Black woman CEO is incredibly meaningful to her because
she knows there are not many to look up to. She wants to be that role model for the
next generation.
“Younger children, younger Black children who look up to [me and] want to do
their own business, they can see you do it. … It’s a small world for us.”
Evans plans to soon expand her clothing line to sweatshirts, hats and other products
and is excited to see the response.

By Dylan Manfre

describes her clothing style as streetwear. She can be seen walking
around campus in any type of athletic attire from workout shorts and T-shirts to the
Adidas gear she receives as a member of the women’s basketball team.
Evans is a senior sports media major and had a keen eye on the name, image
and likeness (NIL) conversation that transpired over the summer. Ultimately, the
United States Supreme Court ruled in favor of college athletes to market themselves
and cash in on profitable opportunities from brands.
She has NIL deals with CrisP and Clutch Lifestyle Co. Both are companies that sell
workout clothes and casual athletic wear.
Evans does not get any free merchandise from the companies nor receive any
payment but is provided a discount code for her and her friends to use when shopping.
She is also broadcasted on their social media pages when she wears their clothing,
which helps promote herself as an athlete.
Her fashion sense led her down the path to create her own clothing line called
Legendary Endings. Both words appropriately and intentionally start with the initials
of her name, because she wants her ending at Rider to be legendary.
“I want something that relates back to me,” Evans said. “Legendary Endings is, to
me, I want to be remembered as a legend … that type of thing. I played around with
[the name] and thought about it for a long time.”
She paid graphic designers on Fiverr, a popular freelancing website, to create some
of the prints for her T-shirts which she released with the official launch of her brand
on Sept. 17. Evans came to an interview with The Rider News with two shirts: one of
a red skull and roses, and another with a race car and her jersey number, 20.
“I see people in schools a lot wearing the race car shirts, that’s coming back in style
a lot,” Evans said. “People are buying NASCAR shirts, and I was like ‘Hey, I could just
make my own.’”
Her Instagram page has gained 118 followers since its inception, and Evans is in
the process of launching her Shopify website, where she is pursuing different templates
and layouts.
Sophia DeMauro, Evans’ teammate, described Evans’ style as “drippy” and said she
is a real fashionista.
“I loved it,” DeMauro said of the T-shirt designs. “I immediately bought a shirt. I
can’t wait to wear it and post a picture.”

Dylan Manfre/The Rider News

ENAEJHA Evans

Lenaejha Evans, a senior sports media major, shows off her designs as she explains the creative
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FROM THE EDITOR

Sustainability in the COVID-19 era: an underlying issue

Courtesy of Cagle Cartoons

T

HE national and global effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have been
glaring over the past 18 months, from tragic death rates, hospitals
operating at crisis level capacity, labor shortages and the extreme
politicization of public health, however one facet of pandemic living often
goes unlooked: environmental impacts.
Sustainability and switching from single-use plastic products to more
environmentally friendly options have been at the forefront of public attention
within the past few years, however, the response to the coronavirus pandemic
in March 2020 essentially halted a vast majority of that progress.
This public health crisis pushed single-use products to the top necessity by
nature. Hospital workers need proper personal protective equipment (PPE),
and, with a highly contagious virus, the safest option is to reuse products as
little as possible.
The public health setting, however, is not the only place that this switch
back to primarily disposable products has manifested due to the pandemic.
Disposable masks have posed a huge issue environmentally.
A July 2021 article out of MIT states that “the COVID-19 pandemic is
estimated to generate up to 7,200 tons of medical waste every day, much of
which is disposable masks.”
Similarly, a study from the journal “Environmental Science & Technology”
also reports a “monthly estimated use of 129 billion face masks and 65 billion
gloves globally.”
Various restaurants and businesses are also no longer allowing for refillable
cups and containers in an effort to decrease the transmission and infection
rates of the virus, further adding to the waste impact.
One place that this change is noticeable is in Rider’s dining hall, Daly’s.
Rather than washable dishes and silverware, food is served with disposable
paper plates and plastic utensils. Paper cups are being used as well, and
refillable cups and water bottles at the drink station have been temporarily
disallowed due to safety concerns.
The use of pre-packaged and disposable items has evolved from a matter
of convenience to a necessity for safety, in one sense, but are only contributing
to danger in another.
Here is why the increased dependency on single-use plastics matters,
and why it poses a threat to both biological and environmental safety. The
National Resources Defense Council, Inc. (NRDC) explains that plastic waste
doesn’t actually “break down,” rather it “breaks up” into smaller particles
called microplastics due to sun and heat deterioration. These microplastics
and the chemicals in them pose risks to human health.
“Many of the chemicals in plastics are known endocrine disruptors, and
research has suggested that human exposure could cause health impacts
including hormonal imbalances, reproductive problems like infertility, and
even cancer,” states the NRDC.
Outside of the increased dependency on single-use plastics, the COVID-19
pandemic has altered the way waste is managed in various countries, which
again has a strong environmental impact.
A study published under the Elsevier Public Health Emergency Collection
by the National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI) explains that
“The dramatic increase in medical waste is overloading the capacity of each
country or municipality, to manage/treat it adequately … many countries
are classifying all hospital waste as infectious, which require to be incinerated
under high temperatures, allowing sterilization, followed by landfilling of
residual ash.”
Climate effects due to a global dependency on plastic and highly disposable
products have already been at the forefront of concern from a scientific
standpoint, and COVID-19 has only heightened this issue.
The increased use of single-use plastics due to the coronavirus pandemic
undoubtedly contributes to the negative environmental effects caused by
plastic use in general, which will only continue to exacerbate the planet’s
climate crisis.
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SOPHOMORE SIGHTINGS

Politicians at the Met Gala: a double edged sword

the Rich’ while also surrounded by some of the biggest names in Hollywood at
an event too expensive for the typical public with a $35k ticket price tag.
AOC explained in a tweet, however, that “New York elected officials
are routinely invited to and attend the Met due to [their] responsibilities in
overseeing and supporting the city’s cultural institutions for the public.” She
went on to say that she was “one of several in attendance.”
Some Twitter users praised AOC for her Met Gala statement, TV host
Heather Gardner writing, “AOC really did wear a Tax The Rich dress to the
Met Gala and all those rich celebrities had to see it. ICONIC.”
Though the congresswoman’s attendance at the 2021 Met Gala has sparked
controversy and complaints, there is no denying that she has successfully got
people in all political spheres talking about redefining taxation within the United
States to benefit the working class. Whether complaining or congratulating, any
conversation about her gala appearance reinstates and circulates the original
message at hand: ‘Tax the Rich.’
Kaitlyn McCormick,
Sophomore English & journalism major

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

E

VERY year the Met Gala stirs up conversation about the biggest names in
Hollywood and what they were wearing, but this year, a well-known politician
made her way into the mix.
New York Representative Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez (AOC) donned a
white gown by designer Aurora James emblazoned with ‘Tax the Rich’ in scarlet
lettering on the back, inspiring a frenzy of reactions ranging from outrage to
respect.
The phrase ‘Tax the Rich’ has been circulating in online and political spheres
for a while now, and mainly refers to the structure of the American tax system
that allows billionaires to legally skirt paying their fair share of federal income
taxes.
A 2021 analysis by ProPublica compared the IRS reports on the amount of
taxes paid by the 25 richest Americans to Forbes’s estimation of wealth growth
within the same timeframe. Although Forbes calculated a $401 billion increase
from 2014 to 2018, those individuals only paid a collective $13.6 billion in
federal income taxes, evening out to only 3.4%.
ProPublica compared this trend to that of average middle-class American
workers in their 40’s, who in that same period saw a $65,000 increase in net
worth yet paid almost $62,000 in taxes.
In favor of fairly adjusting tax systems in the U.S. to hold the wealthiest
population accountable, Ocasio-Cortez wrote on Twitter on Sept. 14, “After a
year where frontline workers were thrown into harm's way (many w/o hazard
pay or adequate healthcare) while billionaires hoarded another $4 TRILLION,
members of both parties have tried to halt taxing the wealthiest in our society.
It’s unacceptable. We must Tax the Rich.”
The billion-dollar paychecks of America’s wealthiest are not necessarily
comparable to the $174,000 salary of congresspersons, listed in the House of
Representatives Press Gallery, however, the guest-list at the Met Gala is not made
up of America’s working-class either.
Although her ticket was free, congresswoman Ocasio-Cortez received criticism
for her red-carpet appearance, with online users accusing her of performative
activism, and pointing out the hypocrisy of wearing a dress advocated to ‘Tax

FOUND ON SCREEN

" T h e C a r d C o u n t e r " i n t h e at e r s n o w n e a r yo u
intense, dramatic film. However, be advised that there are some jarring scenes,
involving violence and gruesome acts that may be triggering for some viewers.
Due to its intense nature, this movie is also one that you need to pay attention to.
Otherwise, you may miss some crucial details needed to help understand the full
story. Be sure to check out this incredible film, playing now in AMC Theaters.
Tara Coffey,
Senior radio broadcasting major

Courtesy of Rotten Tomatoes

A

RE you on the lookout for a classic dramatic film? Well, look no further
because I have the perfect movie for you. “The Card Counter” is a great
movie for anyone who is a fan of the drama genre. Directed by Paul
Schrader and starring Oscar Isaac, this movie fully captures the essence
of drama from start to finish, through the acting, camera work, use of sound and
music and an amazing screenplay.
William Tell, played by Issac, is an ex-military serviceman who ended up in
jail. To help pass the time in prison, Tell learns how to count cards. Once he is
released from jail, Tell begins going to casinos and betting small to win small.
Tell informs the audience that he bets and wins small to avoid being stopped by
security guards at the casinos.
Tell, who just wants to play cards anonymously, then meets a young man
named Cirk. Both Tell and Cirk share an enemy from the past, Major John
Gordo, played by Willem Dafoe, and Cirk is set on destroying this man. Tell
wants to straighten out Cirk, help settle his debts and move on from the past. Tell
informs audiences that this is his way of atoning for the pain he caused many
inmates during his life as a prison guard.
Issac goes above and beyond expectations in his portrayal of this character.
Even though Issac, who is best known for his work in the “Star Wars” franchise,
plays the same intense type of role in “The Card Counter” he excels at bringing
Tell to life. Issac’s portrayal of Tell is unlike any other character I have seen from
him. Issac usually displays a very direct and non-emotional demeanor. However,
there are certain scenes that showcase the talent Issac possesses. There is one
scene where Tell is informing Cirk about his time spent as a prison guard. He
informs Cirk about the abuse he was forced to enact and was taught to do by his
superiors, and the performance Issac brings to this scene tugs at the heartstrings
of viewers.
Tye Sheridan, who portrays Cirk, also brings an amazing performance to the
movie. Sheridan, who is known for the movie “Ready Player One,” portrays a
completely different type of character in this movie. “The Card Counter” is a
very dramatic and intense movie, and Sheridan’s role is not any different, and
he knocked it out of the park. Sheridan is believable and conveys the persona of
an angry kid who wants revenge on the man who he claims destroyed his family.
Sheridan deserves credit for shocking viewers with his performance from his
typical stereotyped roles.
Dafoe is our villain in this film. Dafoe, who has played the bad guy on the
big screen before, only appears briefly in this film. In a movie with a 112-minute
run-time, Dafoe appears in about 15 minutes of the whole film. However,
Dafoe’s portrayal of Gordo in those few minutes captures the essence of the
character, allowing audiences to despise him just as the main characters do.
Tiffany Haddish plays the last major character in this movie, La Linda, who
is an acquaintance of Tell from the gambling world. Haddish provides a small
comic relief in her subtle one-liners throughout the film. The chemistry shown
between Tell and La Linda is another small escape from the intensity of this film,
and Issac and Haddish shine in this aspect.
Overall, “The Card Counter” is the perfect choice for someone looking for an
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VOLLE YBALL

Broncs take four of five after woeful start

T

Carolo Pascale/The Rider News

HE Rider volleyball team headed to Connecticut
and split two matches against Fairfield and
Quinnipiac at Quinnipiac’s home gym on Sept.
18 and 19. After starting its season 0-7 Rider has
now won three of its last four matches.
Rider dropped its first match against the Fairfield
Stags on Sept. 18 losing all three sets. They were
defeated 29-27 in the first set, 25-20 in the second
set and to close out the match, the Stags took care of
business sweeping the match and winning the third
and final set, 25-22.
Junior Morgan Romano led the way for the Broncs
in the game with 12 kills and 37 total attacks.
“She’s a good workload as far as the offense goes;
she’s got a heavy arm and we rely on it. Morgan
Romano is Morgan Romano, and she puts up those
numbers knowing that the other team is trying to stop
her. She’s going to get a double block, she is gonna
have a lot of things going against her with the other
teams trying to scheme her, but she does a really good
job,” said Head Coach Jeff Rotondo.
It was not enough as the Broncs did not win a
single set and were swept off the court.
“Coming out of the Fairfield match, one of the
first things I said to the team after the loss was that I
thought it was a really good match for us,” Rotondo
said.
The way we played that match was exactly how
we wanted them to play, the intensity, the effort, our
focus; there was a lot of purpose and intent and a
lot of things we were doing. There were two or three
points we would’ve liked to have back on each set.”
Rontondo went on to say, “We need to find a way
to win two more or three more points each set, and we
have that in us, so I said we need to look at this match
as a measuring stick as the things we need to get better
at, but as long as we can bottle the intensity and the
focus, were gonna find a way to win those points later
on.”
Despite losing all three sets, Romano still thought
that she and her team played well.
“Honestly, we didn’t play badly. Fairfield is a really

Brian Foley/Rider Athletics

By Logan VanDine

Rider started the season 0-7 but got three wins in its last four games heading into Sept. 21’s game against Iona.
good team, and we took it as a really good loss, so I
don’t think we played badly at all,” Romano said.
The Broncs were able to find success the following
day against Quinnipiac winning in four sets.
Romano led the team once again with 17 kills and
46 total attacks.
Rotondo was asked what changed after being swept
the previous day.
“I think right now what we were looking at moving
into this contest against Quinnipiac, we knew this
was going to be a tough weekend, that we were gonna
be on the road and have two really tough matches,
and the only thing we asked the team was look if we
can match yesterday’s intensity and focus, then we’re
gonna find a way to win this match,” Rotondo said.
Romano also talked about what changed for her

and her team to beat the Bobcats.
“We kinda played like we were up the whole time,
and we played together, and we came out strong,”
Romano said.
The Broncs also had a strong start agaisnt Iona in a
3-0 victory. With her second assist of the game, senior
setter Anilee Sher recorded her 400th career assist and
is now Rider’s all-time leader in assist.
Sher finished the game with 32.
Romano again led the teeam with 18 kills.
The Broncs will take the court in their home
opener on Sept. 25 against Saint Peter’s.

Sept. 22,
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Fulton impresses after Tomas’ early exit

D

ESPITE a strong start to the 2021 season, the
Rider Broncs came up short in their Sept. 19
matchup with the Drexel Dragons, ultimately
losing 4-3. Drexel was able to take advantage of
Rider’s sluggish start and build an early lead that would
prove to be insurmountable.
Rider had managed an impressive 5-1 record
through the first six games of the season, only losing
to the Miami University (OH) Redhawks, who were
ranked 21st in the nation at the time of the matchup.
Going into their matchup with the struggling Drexel
Dragons, the Broncs were riding high and expecting
to dominate once again.
However, the Dragons did not plan on rolling
over and surrendering to Rider. The Dragons were
hungrier than ever.
“They were coming off a loss that they weren’t
happy about, and I think that they had extra
motivation to go out there and prove themselves,”
Head Coach Lori Hussong said.
The Broncs seemed to be on the other end of the
spectrum, expecting to coast through what appeared
to be a lesser team. To their surprise, Drexel quickly
proved to be a more than worthy adversary.
Rider came out looking lethargic and lackadaisical,
specifically on defense, and Drexel seized this moment
of weakness to the fullest extent, unleashing a barrage
of offensive attacks on junior goalkeeper Kaitlyn
Tomas. The Dragons were ravenous and relentless
to start the game, and in under five minutes, they
possessed a staggering 3-0 lead.
Before they could blink, the Broncs had taken three
haymakers to the jaw and were desperately clinging to
the ropes for support.
“When we’re not awake, when you’re playing
against a team like Drexel, something like that can
happen very easily. They’re like vultures around the
ball. They see a weakness or an opening and they’re
going to put it in the goal,” said Hussong. “We weren’t
ready. We played very timid and scared in the opening
minutes of the game.”
Looking lost and unprepared, the Broncs were

Dylan Manfre/The Rider News

By Jacob Tiger

Sophomore goalkeeper Carlee Fulton (right) had an impressive game after Kaitlyn Tomas got taken out of the game against Drexel.
in dire need of an answer or even just a glimmer of
hope.
In an attempt to reset the momentum, Hussong
swapped goalkeepers, replacing Tomas with
sophomore Carlee Fulton.
Fulton had little game experience up to that
point, only playing in a handful of games during her
freshman year, but her play against Drexel did not
reflect inexperience at all.
Despite being thrust into a less-than-ideal
situation, Fulton was able to step up significantly. The
sophomore was certainly a bright spot on a rather
gloomy day for Rider field hockey. She finished the
game with six saves in 55 minutes and didn’t allow a
goal until late in the fourth quarter.
“I did feel fired up to get the game going and swing
it around. It was more exciting than nerve-wracking,”
said Fulton after the game.
With the Drexel offense contained, Rider began
digging themselves out of a daunting 3-0 hole.
A minute into the second quarter, the Broncs fired

off three consecutive shots on goal before senior
midfielder Kat Conroy finally broke through on the
fourth attempt, making the score 3-1 in Drexel’s favor.
Then, at the start of the second half, senior
forward Carly Brosious was able to find the back of
the net, reducing Rider’s deficit to just one score.
After a nightmare start, the Broncs were on the
cusp of making a miraculous comeback, but in the
end, they would come up short of their goal. Both
teams traded goals in the closing minutes of the game,
Drexel first, giving themselves a two-point cushion
with just three minutes remaining.
In the final minute, Brosious was able to punch in
another goal, but the Broncs were never able to find
the equalizer, resulting in a disappointing 4-3 loss.
The Broncs will look to bounce back on Sept. 24
when they travel to Hofstra University.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

I

By Carolo Pascale
N its

first conference game of the year, Rider
women’s soccer looked to get some retribution,
as it played the defending Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference (MAAC) Champion Siena Saints. But
with an identical score to the last time the two teams
faced off, the Broncs dropped their conference opener
on Sept. 18 with a final of 2-1 in overtime.
Last season, Rider faced Siena in the MAAC
tournament semifinals, but the Saints ended up on
top, winning that game, and ultimately winning the
championship. Going back to 2011, games between
the Broncs and the Saints have been extremely close
with no games being decided by more than one goal,
including three ties. This game was no different.
“We were obviously really pumped to play Siena
again after they ended our season last year. We really
wanted to go out there and get the win, and I think
we played and competed really hard but just didn’t
get the result we wanted,” said Broncs junior forward
Makenzie Rodrigues.
The start of the action came in the 15th minute
when Broncs graduate student midfielder Cameron
Santers registered the game’s first shot.
It was a goalkeeper battle up until the 40th
minute, with Rider’s sophomore goalkeeper Ellie
Sciancalepore making four saves and Siena’s senior
goalkeeper Leslie Adams making two stops of her
own.
But in that 40th minute, Broncs junior forward
Chloe Fisher scored a tremendous goal off a volley
to give Rider the 1-0 lead. The goal, assisted by
Rodrigues, was Fisher’s fourth of the year, which ties
Rodrigues for the team lead.
“It was a loose bouncing ball on my side of
the field, and I stepped onto it and played a lofted

through-ball for Chloe, who had a sweet strike with
her left foot and volleyed it in. We had some attacking
opportunities throughout the half, so it was a really
great goal,” said Rodrigues.
The lead would be short-lived however, with the
Saints scoring just two minutes later in the 42nd
minute of the match.
At the end of the first half, the game was locked at
1-1, and each team had seven shots, showing just how
even these teams are.
The second half started similarly to the first with
lots of saves coming from both goalkeepers, but Fisher
had the chance to put the Broncs up 2-1 on a penalty
kick in the 85th minute. Fisher slipped on the kick and
couldn’t capitalize as the score stayed tied at 1-1.
“The atmosphere was very tense, but I was
confident I would give it my best shot for the team.
I put the ball down, lined myself up and hit the ball
aiming for bottom left, but as I swung my leg and
kicked through I lost balance and slipped, punching
the ball straight at the keeper and it rebounding
straight back at me, I jumped back up and tried
a second shot but hitting the keeper again. I was
devastated. But it happened and the game played on,
I kept fighting for the ball, taking opportunities but it
wasn’t our day and we didn’t manage to score again,”
Fisher said of the failed opportunity.
The second half ended the same as the first, with
the game locked at 1-1. This meant overtime was
needed to decide a winner. But that golden goal could
not have come in any weirder fashion.
Saints junior defender Danielle Borrino took a shot
from 40 yards out that Sciancalepore let come down,
taking an awkward bounce over her head, and into the
back of the net giving the Saints a 2-1 win.
“It was definitely a tough bounce and it caught me

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

‘Tough bounce’ puts Broncs at 0-1 in conference play

Junior forward Makenzie Rodrigues assisted Chloe Fisher’s goal against
Siena.
off guard. It was unfortunate that it cost us the game
and it was gutting, to say the least, but we learn and
look forward,” said Sciancalepore.
Despite the bad bounce, Sciancalepore still made
seven saves on 16 shots in the match.
“She played well but was very unfortunate
with a bad bounce on the artificial turf,” Head
Coach Drayson Hounsome said of Sciancalepore’s
performance.
Rider now moves to 2-4-1 on the year, and 0-1
in conference play. Looking to their next game, the
Broncs will take on the Fairfield Stags on Sept. 25 at
Fairfield.
“Our focus moves onto Fairfield this Saturday,
once again another away game, and to bounce back
to winning ways. We have scored in every game so far
and so all we need to do is continue with what we are
doing and figure out as a team how we are going to
come out of these tight games with the win and not be
cut short,” said Fisher.
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VOLLEYBALL GETS HOT

After a slow start the volleyball team has won four
of its last five.
FIND THE STORY ON PAGE 10

FEATURE

Senior setter Anilee Sher spent time training over the summer with the Israeli National Team in preparation for her senior season at rider. She hopes it will eventually launch a prrofessional career overseas.

A

By Dylan Manfre

NILEE Sher had a pretty eventful summer. One
that she is still processing.
There was not much downtime between her
stint with the Israeli National Team and when
she worked the high performance volleyball summer
camps at Rider. Straight from that, Sher began
preseason training for her senior year.
The summer was long and exhausting but it has
been a highlight of the senior setter’s career.
Head Coach Jeff Rotondo calls her the best setter
in the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC)
and does not think it is particularly close either. Sher
has garnered a lot of praise for her play, and rightfully
so. Sher tied the all-time assist record at 3,113 after
Rider’s Sept. 19 match vs. Quinnipiac.
Three thousand assists for a setter is not rare in
a four-year college career, however, Sher basically
accomplished the feat in two-and-a-half-years since
the spring 2021 season consisted of 13 games.
“Her success as a player can be somewhat
intimidating because she is that good,” Rotondo said.

Going back home

Sher has been connected to Israel her whole life.
She was born there and has family throughout the
country. Sher herself has not been to Israel since she
was 9. She has begun thinking of what life after Rider
may look like. Will she go to grad school? Utilize her
extra year of eligibility granted by the pandemic? Will
she go play professionally? She said all options are on
the table.

SLAYED BY THE DRAGONS

ONLINE

Brian Foley/Rider Athletics

Anilee Sher talks about summer in Israel

Playing professionally is the ultimate goal and
playing for Israel’s national team this summer helped
get her much closer to making that dream a reality.
Her dad, who played for the Israeli national
team decades ago, helped connect the team with his
daughter, even though the whole trip was a daunting
mental hurdle for her.
“It was extremely hard. It’s probably the hardest
experience I have lived through so far,” Sher said. “I
was not mentally ready at all.”
Rotondo knew she could physically handle it.
He referred to Sher as one of the most competitive
players he has ever worked with.
But Rotondo, like Sher, knew it was going to be
a tough experience. Volleyball was not the issue. He
wanted to make sure she knew the mental grind that
was in store.
She was playing behind two setters already
established on the team, which is something she was
used to as Rider’s top option at setter. Thoughts of
comparison to the other players began to swirl and
galvanize her thoughts. She did not know how she fit
within the team.
“The serves, the way they pass, the way they
approach everything is very quick,” Sher said.
Her mother was with her in Israel which helped
ease the nerves but they were still present. Her mom
drove her everywhere because you have to be 25 to
rent a car. Sleeping was an issue too as she bounced
around from place to place to sleep.
“I had to go stay at my mom’s best friend’s house
and then I’d go back to my grandma’s and then we’d

SPORTS SOCIAL

Field hockey does not complete
comeback after Drexel puts up four
goals early in the game.

Follow our sports reporters on
Twitter for sports specific content
throughout the entire season.
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go to cousins and be exhausted,” Sher said. “I was
drained.”
She kept reminding herself of the goal: to play
professionally.
“[Israel is] definitely somewhere I could play and
somewhere that showed interest,” Sher said. “It’s
definitely probably a safe choice since I have family
there.”
With the rough aspects, it was a fun experience
overall getting to essentially be a tourist. Sher has
relatives in Israel who have not seen her since she was
a young girl. In her downtime, she enjoyed going out
to local restaurants and walks on the beach.
She loaded up on so many Mediterranean foods
that she was desperate for a medium-well American
steak.

Her senior year

Now that Sher has this experience under her belt,
Rotondo is excited to see where it leads. He believes
there is a curiosity and fire in his star setter to see how
good she can be. Being curious is one of an athlete’s
best traits in his eyes.
“I think she’s thinking differently,” Rotondo said. “I
think she’s looking through things through a different
lens of being ‘How can I help put my offense in a
better chance, better position to succeed.’”
And so far Rider has done that. After a rough start
to the season, the Broncs have won three of their
last four games heading into Sept. 21’s game against
Iona. In the game, Sher became Rider’s all time assists
leader.

THE SPORTS SECTION
PODCAST

Season 2 is coming soon to a
device near you! Dylan Manfre
and Carolo Pascale discuss
Rider sports.
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