
By Dylan Manfre

R
IDER’S Vigil of  Hope and Healing for Racial Justice event on April 25 was 
held with the goal of  “acknowledging the hurt our students, faculty and staff  
are experiencing, and to take healing steps toward racial justice.”

Multiple speakers implored a community of  socially distant observers on 
the Campus Mall to show support to the Black and brown community and seek 
healing.

Graduate student Marcus White began the vigil with a moment of  silence. 
Then, multiple Rider students read the names of  18 lives lost to police 

brutality in the month since the start of  the trial of  Derek Chauvin, the former 
Minneapolis police officer convicted of  murdering George Floyd in May 2020.

“Today in the face of  adversity, and the discouraging reality that our Black 
and brown brothers and sisters are dying at the hands of  law enforcement, we 
prepare our hearts and minds and spirits to stand against this injustice,” White 
said. White as well as two other students led the attendees in repeating forceful 
statements aimed at empowering people to embrace each other’s differences and 
championing equality. Upon entry, each person was given a glow stick candle to 
hold up as they chanted.

“It is our duty to fight for our freedom.”
“It is our duty to win.”
“We must love each other and support each other.”
“We have nothing to lose but our chains.”
Junior sports media major James Green’s favorite part of  the ceremony because he 

felt a sense of  community.
“I felt like everything we were saying was something that was very powerful. It 

was something heart-spoken and heartfelt,” Green said. “That was the moment that 
brought us all together. That was something that we all needed.”

White, who is also a preacher at a Brooklyn church, said he has heard of  other 
colleges holding vigils so he felt compelled to speak when Rider held one of  its own.

“With so much that has occurred in our society I think it was an outstanding way 
for the university to respond,” White said. “These have been some trying times and if  
there was ever a time where we needed to activate our faith, it’s now.”

Days before the Rider-hosted vigil, a group of  students organized a vigil of  their 
own on April 22.

Freshman exercise science major Corrine Walton-Macaulay along with two friends 
assembled the impromptu vigil to honor the life of  16-year-old Ma’Khia Bryant, who 
was shot and killed by police in Ohio.

A group of  about 25 students gathered outside The Pub to share stories, express 
anger and frustration as well as offer support. Students held glass candles 
and placed them in front of  a sign of  Bryant’s name. 
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Rider community speaks out on racial injustice at vigil
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 Marcus White, a graduate assistant, for the Center of Diversity and Inclusion, spoke passionately  at the 
vigil.

By Shaun Chornobroff

AS finals week rapidly approaches and students prepare to leave cam-
pus, Rider has continued to stave off  an outbreak of  positive cases 
on campus. 

From April 19-25, Rider only had two positive cases, a stark 
decrease from the six cases it had the previous week and saw a decrease 
in isolation and quarantine numbers in the seven-day span, according to 
the university’s online dashboard. 

There drop in cases also came with abundant drop off  in surveillance 
testing at the school, with there only being 183 tests given out through the 
surveillance program from April 19-25. A small number when juxtaposed 
with the 300 tests in the week that preceded it. 

The school’s Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and Planning and 
Secretary to the board, Debbie Stassola, believes the decrease in testing is 
due to many of  the spring sports seasons coming to an end.  

“Those surveillance testing numbers include not only what we do 
in our random weekly surveillance testing, but also include the surveil-
lance testing we do with athletic teams,” Stassola explained. “Some 
teams have ended their seasons, so they need to be tested at the level 
frequency at which they were tested while they were in either the 
practice or competition portion of  their seasons.”

Stassola also said that the testing numbers may continue to 
decrease as Rider’s surveillance program comes to an end in the 
upcoming week. 

As of  April 27, Rider has had 131 positive cases in the spring 
semester and 217 positive cases over the course of  the school year. 
With the school year coming towards its conclusion, Stassola is con-
tent with how the student body has handled the pandemic.

“I think overall, we’ve done a pretty good job as a community 
because our numbers have been relatively low,” Stassola said. “I think 
that people have been for the most part have been following protocol, and I 
think that has contributed well to our numbers.”

See page 2 for a comprehensive graph of  the amount of  COVID-
19 cases on campus.

University dashboard reports COVID-19 numbers continue to stay low

As of April 27, six students were reported to be in quaratine. Compared to the fall semester, COVID-19 cases on 
campus have drastically decreased.
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C L A R I F I C AT I O N

A N  A P R I L  2 1  A R T I C L E 
P U B L I S H E D  I N  T H E  R I D E R 

N E W S  S A I D  N E W  J E R S E Y  P U T 
A  H O L D  O N  R I D E R ’ S  P L A N  T O 

D I S T R I B U T E  T H E  C O V I D - 1 9 
V A C C I N E  O N  I T S  C A M P U S ;  

H O W E V E R ,  T H E  V A C C I N E  C L I N I C 
F O R  R I D E R  E M P L O Y E E S  W I L L 

S T I L L  B E  H E L D ,  A C C O R D I N G  T O  
A D M I N I S T R A T O R S .  T H E 

S T A T E  O N LY  P U T  A  H O L D  O N 
T H E  S C H O O L’ S  P L A N  F O R  A 
S T U D E N T  V A C C I N E  C L I N I C .

By Sarah Siock

THE New Jersey Superior Court declined Rider’s request to dismiss a class-action 
lawsuit brought forward by a student after the university refused to issue tuition 
refunds for the spring 2020 semester.

Rider argued that the court should dismiss the lawsuit filed by senior marine 
sciences major Joscelyn Quiroz and her father due to the dismissal of  similar lawsuits 
at various colleges and universities in the state. 

Quiroz’s suit states that due to the pandemic-related switch to all-remote learning, 
Rider did not provide the benefit of  the education that students paid for without 
refunding tuition and fees. The suit claims “remote learning options were in no 
way the equivalent of  the in-person education that plaintiffs and the putative class 
members contracted and paid for.”

According to the online legal reporting site Law360,  Rider’s attorney Angelo 
A. Stio III of  Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP argued that a New Jersey 
federal court recently dismissed similar claims against Drew University located in 
Madison, New Jersey. A judge ruled Drew’s transition to virtual education during the 
2020 school year was permitted under the college’s reservation of  rights clause which 
allowed the university to modify its academic program.

Similar to the lawsuit that was filed against Drew University, Quiroz and her 
father claimed that Rider breached its contract when it failed to refund tuition after it 
wasn’t able to provide in-person instruction due to government orders. 

Rider’s attorney disputed their claim. 
“Here, Rider’s reservation of  rights is even stronger than Drew University’s. 

Rider’s say expressly there is no contract,” Stio told Mercer County Superior Court 
Judge Douglas H. Hurd.

According to the suit, Quiroz and her father paid the university over $14,000 
in spring 2020 and they are seeking a prorated refund for all students who paid to 
attend the university in spring 2020. 

Philip L. Fraietta of  Bursor & Fisher PA, an attorney for Quiroz, argued that the 
university acted in bad faith, not by closing the university due to the pandemic but 
for keeping the tuition money.

According to Law360 Fraietta said in court, “If  you bought tickets to go to Disney 
World and then Disney World closed down, then they can’t say, ‘We can keep the 
money’ and offer Disney World on YouTube.”  

While the university did offer tuition refunds in spring 2020, Rider did give 
prorated refunds for room and board. 

Associate Vice President of  University Marketing and Communications Kristine 
Brown said, “Rider University asked the New Jersey Superior Court to dismiss the 
complaint because, rather than simply ending the term in response to the State’s 
Order in March 2020 to cease all in-person instruction, Rider quickly pivoted at 
great expense to remote teaching. Rider provided the education and course credits 
under extremely difficult circumstances. Rider believes it responded appropriately 
and fairly to the challenges imposed by the pandemic and it will defend itself  against 
claims that are without merit.”

According to Brown, the court denied Rider’s request to dismiss the suit on April 
20 and the lawsuit will continue with pre-trial proceedings. 

Quiroz, her representatives and Rider’s attorney could not be reached for this 
story.

Rider battles lawsuit about refunds for the spring 2020 semester
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HOWEVER, one of  Walton-Macaulay’s concerns was about what 
would be said by the university at the April 25 vigil. 

“I’m worried that they will try to center themselves,” 
Walton-Macaulay said. “If  they were talking about 

accountability  and I really hope that’s something that they actually 
talk about and are actually willing to do because they can talk about it 
all they want. But what is it until some action happens? I want to see 
things actually happening and changing.”

At the university-sponsored vigil, Rider President Greg Dell’Omo 
promoted some of  the actions the university has taken such as opening 
the Center of  Diversity and Inclusion and its plans to hire a Chief  
Diversity Officer, who will directly report to Dell’Omo. He also 
highlighted how it has been “an emotional week” with the Chauvin 
trial verdict on April 20.

“Our employees including faculty and staff  search processes now 
includes greater focus on diversity of  candidates,” Dell’Omo said. “As 
a result, we anticipate that 50% of  our new hires in Fall 2021 will be 
faculty of  color.”

After Rider’s vigil, Green felt that the Rider event was “genuine” and 
“this was something that was all for the greater good.”

Rider student expresses worry about university vigil
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Rider’s request to dismiss the class-action lawsuit was declined by the New Jersey Superior Court. 

Corrine Walton-Macaulay, organized an impromptu vigil to honor Ma’Khia Bryant who was shot by an Ohio police 
officer.

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
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By Shaun Chornobroff

A YOUTUBE video published on April 26 accuses a donor and one-time member of  
the Rider board of  trustees of  animal abuse, as well as intimidating protestors. 

Edward Bruce DiDonato, who was a prominent member of  the Rider 
community and a member of  the board of  trustees from July 2010 to June 

2019, was the subject of  the video released by an animal protection organization 
called Showing Animals Respect and Kindness (SHARK). 

The less than six-minute video alleges that DiDonato, as president of  the 
Philadelphia Gun Club, held live pigeon shooting exhibitions for entertainment, 
leaving the wounded birds to die before they were shoved into garbage bags for 
disposal. 

When met by protestors, the video alleges that members of  the club insulted, 
threatened and cursed at them. The video further claims that DiDonato did not 
denounce these acts.

In 2017 DiDonato had a lecture hall named after him after he funded the 
upgrade to Rider’s Science and Technology Center. 

Associate Vice President for University Marketing and Communications Kristine 
Brown declined to comment on the video or the accusations but did confirm that 
DiDonato is no longer a member of  the board of  trustees.  The Rider News could 
not reach DiDonato for comment on April 27.

YouTube video accuses former Rider trustee of Animal Cruelty

DiDonato had a lecture hall named after him in the Science and Technology Center in 2017. 

By Sarah Siock

THE announcement of  President Joe Biden’s $2 trillion infrastructure plan 
revealed the administration’s intentions of  major investments for high education 
including $12 million for community colleges, however, many four-year 
universities see this investment as a potential threat to their enrollment. 

Biden’s plan was released on March 31 and private four-year universities, such 
as Rider, do not have access to funds in the bill if  it were passed as written. The 
plan sets aside money to address physical and technological infrastructure needs at 
community colleges. Additionally, the plan includes $15 billion to create up to 200 
centers of  excellence to serve as research incubators at historically Black colleges 
and universities and other minority-serving institutions, according to Community 
College Daily. 

Biden’s exclusion of  four-year universities and colleges in the plan has been met 
with criticism.

Terry Hartle, senior vice president of  government relations and public affairs 
for the American Council on Education, the main group that advocates on behalf  
of  higher education told Politico, “A lot of  four-year schools, especially four-year 
schools in areas where demography is reducing enrollment at institutions now, 
would look at this and see an existential threat.”

According to Rider President Gregory Dell’Omo, the university will be actively 
monitoring the legislative process surrounding Biden’s infrastructure bill, both as an 
individual institution and as members of  major higher education associations that 
serve as the university’s key lobby groups on federal legislation. Rider is a member 
of  the National Association of  Independent Colleges and Universities, National 
Association of  College and University Business Officers and American Council on 
Education. 

Dell’Omo said, “If  funding was expanded to include private universities, and 
based on the parameters of  that funding, we would assess if  the funding addresses 
certain capital needs of  Rider and if  we qualify for the funding.  If  so, we will 
increase our efforts to try to secure the funding accordingly.”

Investing in infrastructure has been a key component of  Rider’s strategic plan 
that began implementation in 2017. Currently, Rider is in the process of  putting an 
addition to the Science and Technology Center. The university also fundraised for 
future renovations to the Alumni Gym. However, Dell’Omo said beyond these two 
projects, no other infrastructure projects are being considered unless the university 
receives external fundraising dollars. 

Biden’s decision to invest in community college aligns with his campaign 
promises. Biden voiced support for free community college when he was vice 
president under Barack Obama and the issue was a talking point during the 2020 
presidential campaign trail. Additionally, first lady Jill Biden has voiced her support 
for community college as a professor at a community college in Virginia.

Biden’s infrastructure plan says,  “Investing in community college facilities and 
technology helps protect the health and safety of  students and faculty, address 
education deserts (particularly for rural communities), grow local economies, 
improve energy efficiency and resilience, and narrow funding inequities in the 
short-term.” 

Political science professor Micah Rasmussen provided insight into why 
politicians have shifted their focus to community college. 

Rasmussen said, “Public officials view community colleges as the lowest-cost 
option to serve the highest number of  students. If  President Biden were to miss the 
chance to keep his campaign promise of  free community college, he’d not only lose 
one of  the best prospects of  gaining bipartisan support for part of  his agenda, but 
he’d also lose out on one of  the tangible ways he can deliver economic opportunity 
to more Americans.  I do think it’s important for him to not leave four-year schools 
out of  the equation, and I don’t expect he will.  If  he can find ways to draw on the 
particular strengths and the contributions of  institutions like ours, then his higher 
education policy can be a win-win proposition for everyone.”

Rasmussen also pointed out that Biden’s American Rescue Plan targeted $40 
billion to a wider cross-section of  the nation’s colleges and universities, especially 
those with modest endowments and high numbers of  Pell Grant recipients.

“He and his administration clearly understand that four-year schools, both 
public and private, play a critical role in helping to serve all of  the nation’s higher 
education students,” said Rasmussen.

Despite federal funds for infrastructure at four-year universities still yet to be 
determined, Dell’Omo said campus facilities are critically important to providing a 
vibrant living-learning community at Rider.

 Dell’Omo said, “The quality, appearance and functionality of  a campus 
sends pwerful messaging to all of  our constituents, including prospective students. 
It speaks to an institution’s commitment to quality--academically, safety-wise, 
athletically, student development, and a strong sense of  community and place. 
These are all critical components of  Rider’s value proposition. And even though 
we are going to be limited in our efforts to continue with some of  the major 
renovations we still need and want to do given the current economic conditions, we 
will do all we can to further move the needle in the right direction.”

Four-year private colleges are feeling threatened by Biden’s infrastructure plan
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President Joe Biden’s infrastructure plan revealed the administration’s intentions of major 
investments for high education including $12 million for community colleges. In a long term plan to 
rebuild the economy. 
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Counseling faculty and alumna coauthor article on support groups that address racial injustice

By Tori Pender

AUBREY Daniels, assistant professor in Rider’s 
Department of  Graduate Education, Leadership 
and Counseling, Eri Millrod, assistant profes-
sor of  dance movement therapy, and Sravya 

Gummaluri ‘20 and Demi Banchs, graduate students 
in clinical mental health counseling, co-wrote an article 
on forming support groups on campus to address racial 
injustice. 

The article, “A Shift to Critical Pedagogy in Action: 
Counseling Students Mobilize an Online Support 
Group during Racial Injustice and the COVID-19 
Pandemic,” will be presented at the 2021 New Jersey 
Counseling Association conference. 

Gummaluri explained, “This was a wonderful 
opportunity to spread awareness of  the significance 
of  having safe spaces such as ours [for] the broader 
community. Especially since oftentimes safe spaces 
concerning racial injustice and the impact of  this on 
BIPOC students is often limited.”

Millrod added, “I also thought we had something 
unique developing in that we shifted the group 
leadership from faculty to the student and alumni 
leaders. That faculty [herself  and Daniels] were 
present as group members and not as the designated 
leaders for the group aligns with critical theory and 
critical pedagogy, whereby we challenge the traditional 
power hierarchy. I thought making that explicit would 
be valuable.”  

Daniels and her colleagues saw the need for similar 
support groups at other colleges, which became the 
momentum for writing their article. 

“Responding to the murder of  George Floyd, I 
initially reached out to all counseling students and 
alumni to have a support space to process reactions, 
feelings, racial trauma and vicarious traumatization 
that followed,” explained Daniels. “During the 
meeting, Gummaluri and Banchs shared they were 
also planning on cultivating a support space in the 
form of  a support group, and naturally Millrod and I 
wanted to join them in a supporting role.”

Gummaluri emphasized that Daniels and Millrod 
have been incredibly supportive of  the group since 
the first meeting, discussing topics surrounding racial 
trauma.

“We were motivated to start this group due to the 
immense feelings of  helplessness that we felt with 
everything going on in our nation, and a support 
group seemed like a perfect way to support others who 
may have been processing difficult feelings related 
to racial trauma and feelings of  helplessness,” said 
Gummaluri. 

Gummaluri continued, “This group placed an 
emphasis on how to be actively anti-racist and active 
advocates against racial and social injustice. Various 
professors from different departments at Rider 
University also joined in as support for meetings.”

The support group has been growing since June 
2020, consisting of  Rider students, staff  and alumni. 

Banchs explained, “We were meeting weekly for 
a while and then monthly via Zoom to adhere to 
COVID[-19] protocols and also to make the group 
more accessible to the Rider community.”

Banchs and Gummaluri led off  the discussion 
in the monthly meetings by creating a welcoming 
environment. 

“Joining a support group can be nerve-wracking, 
but there are also so many beautiful parts to it, such 
as finding a sense of  belonging, community and 
connection to those who may be going through similar 
lived experiences as you,” said Gummaluri. “The 
best part is that sometimes for support groups such 
as ours, it is more than OK to come and to listen to 
what others are saying if  you don’t feel comfortable 
speaking in the moment.”

Those who are interested in joining the support 
group can contact Daniels at adeaniels@rider.edu
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Sravya Gummaluri ‘20 leads off the discussions with graduate 
student Demi Branch in monthly meetings. 

Aubrey Daniels assistant professor in the department of graduate 
education, leadership and counseling used the support group as 
momentum for their article. 

Union survey reveals members support a strike if negotiation fails
By Sarah Siock

A RECENT survey revealed that over 80% of  members in Rider’s chapter of  the 
American Association of  University Professors (AAUP) signed a pledge that 
supports a strike if  “a fair” contract cannot be achieved through negotiations 
with the administration. 

The results of  the survey were emailed to union members on April 26 with the 
union’s negotiating team thanking members for their support. Earlier this month 
the negotiating team asked members to sign the pledge after the administration 
approached the AAUP with a one-year extension of  the present agreement that did 
not include minimum requirements spelled out by the union.

The pledge says, “I do not want to strike but I will if  we can not achieve a fair 
contract by negotiations alone.”

The AAUP negotiating team asked the administration for an agreement that 
included a substantial across-the-board salary increase, an improvement in retire-
ment plans, an improvement in support for scholarship and protection against 
layoffs. 

The administration offered a 1% salary increase that was below the rate of  infla-
tion, the ending of  the tuition subsidy plan for study at institutions other than Rider, 
no improvement in retirement plans, no improvement in support for scholarship 
and no protection against layoffs.

AAUP Contract Administrator and Chief  Grievance Officer Jeffrey Halpern, 
previously told The Rider News that the pledge is not a formal authorization to 
strike. 

“We needed to gauge the support among our members for taking action if  we 
cannot achieve a fair contract by talking alone,” said Halpern. 

Rider’s current faculty employment agreement, which was ratified in June 2020, 
extended the contract until August 31, 2021. The agreement marked the seventh 
year in a row that faculty did not receive a cost-of-living raise.

“The faculty have seen their and their families’ economic security eroded over 
the last seven years and they are committed to reversing that trend,” said Halpern. 

Halpern added that the results of  the survey send a message to the admin-
istration, “That the membership is untied behind the negotiating team and are 
prepared, if  necessary, to taking action up to and including a strike if  we cannot 
achieve a fair contract by talking alone.”

The AAUP said a full contract negotiation will take place this summer if  the 
administration does not include their minimum requirements in the agreement.

  

Associate Vice President for University Marketing and Communications Kristine 
Brown said, “As we have stated previously, the administration is confident that the 
parties can find common ground to come to a successful agreement on an extension 
to the collective bargaining agreement, whether that be prior to or as a result of  
summer bargaining. Although the circumstances of  the pandemic and the resulting 
serious economic challenges that the pandemic has created have made this process 
more challenging than ever before, we believe that [while] working together with 
goodwill, we will find a mutually agreeable way forward as we have always done in 
the past.”
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Members of Rider’s chapter of the AAUP are willing to support a strike if  negotiations are not 
reached. 
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By Sherrod Cotton Jr.

ON Rider’s University’s campus, the Rider 
University Network (R.U.N.) and campus radio 
station 107.7 The Bronc—both of  which make 
up the broadcast division - have been drastically 

affected by the unpredictable COVID-19 pandemic. 
Since 2020, beyond course studies and curriculums, 

Rider has seen unprecedented changes and 
circumstances in athletics, annual events, activities, 
ceremonies, housing, clubs and organizations. Two 
prime campus associations that first-hand became 
subject to the manifold changes and circumstances are 
Rider R.U.N. Television and 107.7 The Bronc.

While the changes brought forth by the pandemic 
came face-to-face with both organizations, one 
department organization generally saw more positive 
growth and continued success due to frequent 
attempts to stay present in the campus community, 
whereas the other saw a downward decrease in the 
fundamentals of  staff  involvement, productions, 
produced content and more.

Mid-February of  2020 was when wider tension 
of  COVID-19 began to reportedly take more of  a 
drastic effect in the United States. In mid-March of  
2020, Rider began to integrate slowly into partial, 
at home, remote instruction a few months before the 
university’s President Gregory Dell’Omo on Aug. 11 
announced that the university would move to remote 
instruction in the fall, which the school allowed for 
the first few weeks of  the semester, before providing 
students and staff  options for in-person and hybrid 
courses for the remainder of  2020.

Rider University Network (R.U.N.)’s struggle with 
COVID-19

Rider’s R.U.N. television, founded in 1996, is 
anchored by a production facility located on the 
second floor of  the university’s Fine Arts building. 
Through several years, the R.U.N. television 
developed into an authentic broadcast-style studio 
complete with high-tech high-definition multi-camera 
setups, an active control room, an eight input digital 
audio mixer, an on-screen switcher panel and more 
tools and more systems and software that make for the 
success of  television broadcasting within any set area.

R.U.N., an organization planted between Rider’s 
curriculum departments of  communication and 
journalism and the university’s newer, official 
department of  film and television, has been a long 
staple to decades of  ambitious students yearning 
to learn, practice and launch careers in the news 
and entertainment television field. However, the 
effects of  student activity and the state of  program 
operations have trended downhill and decreased for 
the organization.

“Operations are very limited this semester,” 
said R.U.N. Director, Advisor and University Head 
Coordinator of  video technologies, Scott Alboum. 
“Since a big part of  what we do happens in the 

television studio in person, with COVID-19, we 
haven’t been able to produce as many programs as we 
normally would.” 

Alboum, who came to Rider in 2006, revealed 
although the station originally introduced 

new programs in the fall and spring semesters, 
programming for R.U.N. has decreased to such a 
bare minimum that the station primarily produces 
only one program for sports outside of  the studio 
premises. Alboum said that the ongoing pandemic has 
robbed R.U.N. of  multiple experiences, events and 
opportunities.

“We haven’t been able to engage students the way 
we normally would since most of  our operations 
take place in person in the television studio,” said 
Alboum. “Recruiting new students has been hard and 
producing programs has been harder.”

While the joy of  productions, student meetings, 
regular content curation and usage of  facility tools 
dramatically decreased, representatives of  R.U.N. still 
conveyed feelings of  optimism and positivity for the 
network, looking from an angle of  gratefulness that 
the station still exists in the first place.

R.U.N. President Kelly Phillips, a junior film, 
TV, and radio major who oversees all in-studio 
productions, assigns student work on shows, and assists 
students in their aspiration to start shows, was up front 
about the drastic changes but also the positivity in the 
community of  students.

“My favorite thing about being president of  the 
Rider University Network is being able to interact 
with my fellow peers and help them bring their visions 
to life and help them explore their interests in the 
television field,” said Phillips. “The best thing about 
the community of  R.U.N. is how supportive everyone 
is of  each other. We all understand that each member 
has different interests, skills and is at a different part in 
their career.”

Alboum said that since Rider implemented its 
“Resolved and Ready” initiative it was difficult to 
adjust to the changes and it remains that way. 

R.U.N., according to Alboum and Phillips, 
continues to keep part of  its content current through 
an active YouTube page, listed as “RUN 100 TV,” 
which has 86 subscribers as of  April 27. Alboum said 
R.U.N. plans to return to normal operations in the fall 
of  2021 as Rider University announced it will resume 
full, normal and open operations. 

The Bronc Radio’s success 
107.7 The Bronc radio station is an undeniable 

force in the spectrum of  campus life and media 
at Rider. The organization, founded in 1962, has 
remained a crucial element to the extended Rider 
community by playing roles in on-campus events while 
supplying endless means of  news and entertainment 
for the university population.

While the COVID-19 pandemic was a challenging 
offset at the beginning for 107.7 The Bronc, as 

it was for any other 
campus organization, 
the radio station at 
large still prevailed in its 
continual functioning, 
student involvement and 
wide-reaching programs, 
according to head, General 
Manager and Director, 
John Mozes.

107.7 The Bronc, 
a station that was a 
nominee for the National 
Association of  Broadcasters 
prestigious Marconi 
Award in 2019 for College 
Radio Station of  the Year, 
opened its new studio in 
June of  2020 featuring 
a new, state-of-the-art 
system of  programming. 
The new system of  
107.7 broadcasting 
also introduced two 
separate network 
stations administered 
by two acquired Federal 
Communications 

Commission (FCC) licenses, which now produces 
one FM station for mainstream programming such as 
live student shows, news, music and talk and another 
Internet station, named “The Bronc Retro” playing 
radio dramas and music from the decades of  the 
1950s, ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s.

“The new broadcast facility allows students to be 
involved in the radio station, whether they are on 
campus, whether they commute to campus or whether 
they are completely remote,” said Mozes. “We have 
two radio stations, which is something we’re going to 
continue to build on; we’re really looking on making 
107.7 The Bronc Retro extremely strong, and we’re 
looking to depend on something most colleges don’t 
have, which is a second radio station. We’re looking 
to attract more students to Rider. That’s always been 
one of  my dreams since I came to Rider. I’ve always 
wanted to have two radio stations; we could get a 
bigger external audience.”

Between the two stations, named WRRC1 
and WRRC2, plus an estimated 40-50 programs, 
according to Mozes, listeners in the Rider community 
and beyond can listen to an ultra-wide range of  
standard programming from student talk shows, 
podcasts, sporting events, contests, hit music and 
more. According to records and surveys of  107.7, 
the average listening age is 42, which Mozes says is 
because of  frequent listening not only by students, but 
also parents. 

Student staff  and other 107.7 staff  believe various 
streaming factors of  the station’s accessibility play 
into why the network continues to have such large 
viewership and success, as both stations can be 
streamed 24/7 on apps, Apple and Android mobile 
devices, Bluetooth, Apple CarPlay and online via 
several internet browsers. Mozes attributed most of  
the success of  107.7 to sponsored events.                                                       

“What the Bronc did best at and what we’ve 
excelled in over the last, really five to six years has 
been our events; our events are still the driving force 
of  Rider,” Mozes said. “They’re our benchmark, 
they’re our backbone and they’re where we get most 
of  our ad-revenue from, people sponsoring these 
events.” 

Mozes describes student workers as passionate, 
creative, loyal and hard workers, “eager to learn and 
believe in our message.”

“What was a hurdle, in the beginning, was keeping 
our students engaged, keeping them learning, but we 
figured it out,” said Mozes.

In the fall, which Rider announced the school is 
returning to full, open campus functionality, Mozes 
looks forward to The Bronc being filled with students 
because he misses the collaboration and intimacy of  
students working together.

The tale of two broadcast worlds: 107.7 The Bronc & R.U.N.
Arts&Entertainment

R.U.N. President Kelly Phillips conducting a live, regular 
network show airing before the challenges caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic.
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Photo of newly constructed radio station room announced to Rider community in February 2020 and 
opened in June of that year.



By Christian McCarville

THE arts are a fundamental aspect of  the 
Rider community. The School of  Fine and 
Performing Arts is home to a community of  
incredibly talented individuals, putting on a 

variety of  unforgettable shows and performances.
ArtBeast 2021, an upcoming event hosted 

by the Arts and Entertainment Industries 
Management (AEIM) program, is designed to 
showcase the arts at Rider while supporting 
underprivileged artists.

ArtBeast is a multi-arts festival held over the 
course of  three days, beginning on April 30 and 
ending on May 2. This event typically occurs on 
an annual basis but provides a unique experience 
each year. The focus of  this year’s festival is 
resurgence.

The festival aims to reignite the spirit of  
the arts after the recent challenges posed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Over the course of  
three days, the festival will include over 18 hours of  
programming, including discussion panels, workshops, 
prizes and more.

“I think the extraordinary lineup of  performances 
Saturday night— ranging from Westminster’s Jubilee 
Singers, to the excerpts of  terrific student dance 
performances, to the Pep Band, to special outside 
trans artists, deaf  student artists and excerpts from 
“Upon the Shoulders” is what will be so exciting and 
gratifying to see as it so fully represents the breadth 
and depth of  our community,” said Associate Professor 
Todd Dellinger.

Dellinger played a significant role in coordinating 
the ArtBeast events, but a lot of  the festival was 
student-led. Junior arts and entertainment industries 
management major Ethan Manton got involved in 
ArtBeast through his arts events and festivals class.

“This class promotes student leadership because 
it forces people to take charge in certain areas where 
they normally wouldn’t,” said Manton. “A lot of  
delegation goes on —a lot of  communication with 
outside organizations alongside faculty and staff  of  

Rider University. It really creates a strong network and 
forces people to be interactive with them.”

One of  the primary goals of  ArtBeast is to 
provide a platform for individuals that are often 
underrepresented in the arts. 

“More than 50% of  contributors are non-white 
and non-male this year, with representation from 
our black, LatinX, Asian, east Asian, LGBTQ and 
other identities—raising the voices of  those who have 
historically been underrepresented or marginalized,” 
said Dellinger. “This diversity of  representation is 
essential to advancing and celebrating the future 
of  arts and culture here at Rider and, of  course, 
nation-wide.”

The festival is also currently raising funds for 
the Westminster College of  Arts (WCA) in order 
to provide support for students in the arts who lack 
the proper resources. This fundraising is part of  the 
ArtBeast legacy project that directly supports the 

WCA Student Relief  Fund. 
“The ArtBeast legacy project which we initiated 

and the corresponding Westminster College of  the 
Arts Student Relief  Fund—which we started to 
provide support for WCA students of  historically 
underrepresented, under-resourced and often 
marginalized identities—is an extension of  how 
ArtBeast tangibly supports and celebrates our student 
performing and visual artists,” said Dellinger.

Participants can contribute to this fund by donating 
to the @ArtBeast Venmo account in the business 
tab of  the application. A direct link to the donation 
website can be found in the @Rider.AEIM Instagram 
page. 

Manton explained that his role in ArtBeast relates 
to coordinating the fundraising and advertising for the 
event.

“My role in ArtBeast is that I am leading the 
charge for fundraising for our WCA relief  fund,” said 
Manton. “I’ve also been coordinating with the radio 
station and The Rider News in terms of  getting our 
advertisements out there.”

This year’s iteration of  ArtBeast will be held 
remotely to ensure the safety of  all participants. 
Dellinger explained that this is both a challenge and 
an advantage.

“The remote nature of  the “beast” this year 
actually helps as much as it challenges, in that we have 
so much more access to talent who can simply record 
and forward for streaming, etc. from anywhere in the 
country or the world,” said Dellinger.

The remote format of  this year’s festival ultimately 
allows for a wider range of  contributors and 
participants, making for a truly extraordinary three 
day span of  events. For those wishing to participate 
in this festival, more information can be found on the     
@Rider.AEIM Instagram page. 

By Tatyanna Carman

JUNIOR communication studies major Rikiyah 
Mixson said the pandemic has caused her to 
struggle with her mental health and lose her job 
on campus. 

Mixson explained that before coronavirus closed 
the campus in spring 2020, she worked as an “office 
assistant” in the Department of  Communication 
and Journalism at Rider. 

“I had a job on campus, which I was, so upset 
that I wasn’t able to complete the year out fully 
because I love my job,” Mixson said. “And I guess I 
was impacted because I had no income coming in. 
And also my parents didn’t want me to work during  
last year, during this time because of  COVID-19.” 

She also said that she was afraid for her parents 
during this time, especially for her mother, who 
worked at a grocery store. 

“When you’re at grocery stores, you’re 
surrounded with thousands of  people, you know, every 
day, hundreds of  people every day and just staying 
protected, I feel like it was a big issue,” she said. 

Mixson shared that there was a period where she 
did not go outside from March until May. Mixson also 
mentioned that her mother and father were the only 
people that left the house. They formed a routine for 
whenever they would come home from being outside. 

“As soon as she came home or if  anybody left out the 
house and came home then we would leave our shoes 
right by the door, spray them down and the doorknobs, 
spray them down and hop right in the shower and put 
our clothes right in the washer,” Mixson said. “That was 
the routine as soon as we get in the house. Wash your 
clothes, wash up just to make sure everything was good. 
Even if  we were, exposed to certain people outside, even 
if  we did have our mask on, we still would follow the 
routine.”

Mixson said her father had diabetes and his 
underlying condition is one of  the reasons why she chose 
to stay remote for all of  her classes and live at home 
during the fall 2020 and spring 2021 semesters. 

“Usually, I would like to stay on campus, but because 
of  the pandemic, I just felt, for myself  and the safety 
of  my family, I definitely wanted to stay home,” she 
explained. “Because usually, even if  I am on campus, 
some weekends, I will come back home or just go see my 
little sister and everything. But I just didn’t want to [deal] 
with all of  that. And I decided to do online classes, just 
for the safety of  everyone, even the other students there.”

She said that at the start of  the pandemic and 
sometimes now, she feels sad or depressed. Mixson also 
said that she was especially saddened by the cancellation 
of  her study abroad in Spain, which was scheduled to 
occur in the same week that everything shut down. 

“I was very depressed,” she said. “I would cry, some 
nights, just thinking about it, because I’m so emotional 
at times and because I wasn’t able to see my friends as 
much, face to face. I was in a relationship [so I] also 
wasn’t able to see the person I was dealing with. And 
it was very weird because you get so accustomed to a 

certain lifestyle that when it’s just taken away from you 
so fast, it’s hard to handle and on top of  that school 
definitely was the top of  the cake.” 

Junior public relations major and friend of  Mixson, 
Xyaire Merriweather, said that she could see how the 
pandemic affected her friend socially and emotionally. 

“She’s a bright person and outgoing, and having to 
be confined within her house for a while,” Merriweather 
said. “I know her father has an underlying condition. So 
she was very respectful of  his wishes to not have to go in 
and out of  the house and be around too many people. So 
for a while, she was really isolated.”

Merriweather said that Mixson is a lot more active 
now. 

“I think she still would like to resume back to 
normal as most of  us would and being able to go 
back to campus,” Merriweather said. “So I think she’s 
still limited in that sense, but I would say mentally or 
emotionally, definitely more productive.” 

Senior criminal justice major and Mixson’s cousin 
Taiza Bagley said that Mixson has learned more about 
herself  during the pandemic. 

“She’s actually been good, figuring out what to do, 
and her emotions, everything, how she’s doing with 
school. At first, it seemed like it was a little hard for her. 
But now since it’s been about a year, the progress has 
been good,” Bagley said. 

Mixson said that her mental health is improving and 
has been meeting with a therapist at Rider’s counseling 
services. She encouraged other people to “find ways to 
cope with new changes and life itself.” 

“If  you’re going through anything, definitely focus, 
or try to reach out to someone to help you with mental 
health issues,” Mixson said. 

Mixson said she was thankful for everything she went 
through during the pandemic. 

By  Noah Gugliotta

ARI Bluestein played and watched  
baseball, basketball and football  
growing up. From a young age, he was 
interested in the intricacies of  sports 

and later turned that passion into a business.
“I was looking up sports scores; that’s how 

I started reading. I was reading sports scores 
and sports stories,” Bluestein said. 

Bluestein was a finance and 
entrepreneurial studies major at Rider 
University. He liked the idea of  starting 
a business and was also interested in 
communications. He was one of  the only 
business majors involved at The Rider News 
and 107.7 The Bronc radio station. 

“When I was at Rider I started my own 
business called SportsFanbase.com which 
was a social media sports website. I kind 
of  used that as my grad school project,” 
Bluestein continued, “I’m using my love for 
sports along with my knowledge of  how to 
start a business, and it was a lot of  fun.”

Bluestein connected with a sports 
company called Sports Journey all while 
working on The Sports Fan Base Network 
(SFBN). He appeared as a college basketball 
analyst on Sports Journey’s ESPN Radio in 
Maryland and Florida. 

Bluestein eventually contacted Dan Baker, the 
Phillies public address announcer and coordinator of  
broadcast relations at Drexel University. Bluestein was 
connected to Drexel University’s program from a young 
age, and in 2009, Baker reached out to Bluestein to do 
play-by-play for Drexel University’s women’s basketball 
at the University of  Richmond.

“I practiced play-by-play for a week—watched 
Drexel games. When it was time for the gig, I killed 
it. Everybody loved it,” Bluestein said. “I kind of  used 
whatever on-air experience I had to get in the door, 
and then I got the play-by-play opportunity, and I’m 
still doing Drexel women’s basketball. My path into 
sportscasting was a little different than probably most 
people.”

In 2012, Bluestein and his high school friend Joshua 
Bellman moved from California when they rekindled 
their friendship. Bellman worked at a production 
company called Benderspink, a film production 
company that produced movies such as “The 
Hangover” and “Wedding Crashers.”

Bellman proposed ESPN for high school sports, 
which led Bluestein to think of  broadcasting high school 
sports. This led to the idea of  SFBN.

“We got in with the Philly public league with the 
school district, and we got in with [the] Archdiocese 
of  Philadelphia for the Catholic league, which is great 
athletics,” said Bluestein.

Bellman became a producer for SFBN and discussed 
his role within the company. 

“I’m more of  the technical end of  it. I’m more 

focused on the computers and cameras,” 
Bellman said.

In October of  2017 SFBN live-streamed 
a game, and Keith Maguire of  Malvern 
Preparatory School made a one-handed 
touchdown catch that was streamed and 
featured on Sportscenter’s Top Ten as the 
number two play.  

Malvern Prep eventually asked SFBN and 
Bluestein if  they could stream all of  their 
games. This opened up SFBN to streaming 
games for more schools. 

SFBN steadily grew and then the pandemic 
came and the entire spring schedule was 
canceled. The company live-streamed high 
school graduations in the summer, and this 
led to six school districts wanting to use their 
services for games. 

Bluestein responded adamantly to the 
demand for SFBN to live stream games for 
these schools, “We’re going for it.”

Once it was okay to play, The SFBN live-
streamed for fans that couldn’t be in-person at 
sporting events. 

Bellman said, “We were able to sit up in the 
stands by ourselves away from everybody, and 

we could provide the game for other people.” 
Overall, the pandemic has thrown obstacles 

at all businesses. The company adapted and has had a 
strong showing during this trying time.

Bluestein is not only busy with SFBN; he also 
teaches sports entrepreneurship at Rider. His passions 
for business, communications and sports have come 
together. The results are proven based on the impact on 
his students.

Bluestein’s lasting impact has transcended the sports 
world. Rider and the many high schools that utilize 
SFBN’s services have benefitted from Bluestein.

Bluestein said, “I’m fully connected with Rider. I 
teach the class, I do the games and I loved my time at 
Rider as a student. I stayed a fifth year to get my grad 
degree done, and it’s coming full circle.” 
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Rider alumni turned CEO of The Sports Fan Base NetworkStudent-led multi-arts festival plans to create a resurgence in the community

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Joshua Bellman and Ari Bluestein conversing during The Sports Fan Base Network
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Hours of programming, interactive workshops, panel discussions, and 
prizes will be featured during the 3-day event. 
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Rider student shares mental health struggles, on-campus job loss, and other challenges caused by the pandemic

Junior communication studies major Rikiyah Mixson discussed her 
mental health during the pandemic and shared that she was at times 
“very depressed.”
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 WHEN I introduced myself  
as executive editor to our 
readers in September 
2019, I made it known 

how optimistic I was about our 
community, with a clear-eyed vision 
of  the challenges that laid ahead. 

Two years later, and I think we 
confronted all of  those challenges 
and much, much more, to say the 
least. I am no less optimistic today.

While submerged in all of  the 
issues that college students regularly 
face, we also went through a 
pandemic and historic social unrest 
— a four-year period where the 
unrealistic and unexpected seemed 
to be the status quo.

My staff  and I were able to have 
a unique view of  all of  this. We 
covered our community and listened 
to our peers, telling their stories 
through our newspaper. Not only 
did we have struggles and triumphs 
of  our own, but we shared in other 
peoples’ experiences.

These stories taught me that 
Rider is a special place — not in 
a cliche, corny way — but a truly 
incredible campus with remarkable 
community members.

Reflecting on my time at this 
university brings up such strong and 
sweet memories, and the bitterness 
only comes when I realize that this 
period in my life has to end. 

Leading this newspaper has 
been the greatest honor of  my 
professional and personal life. I 
can’t speak highly enough of  my 
peers and the support system that 

Rider offers its students in the 
communications department.

I don’t know what to say about 
the work that we have done over the 
past few years. All that I hope is that 
the work speaks for itself. I hope our 
reporting made you more interested 
in our community, more willing to 
ask questions and more proud of  
being a Bronc.

When I made my first two-hour 
drive up from my home in Maryland 
to Lawrenceville, I had no way of  
knowing where this ride would end. 
For the past few months, I have been 
trying to reflect on my tenure here 
and really haven’t been able to put it 
all in perspective yet. However, I do 
know one thing: I am lucky.

I am lucky to have had such a 
great team. I am lucky to have had 
such an incredible mentor, professor 
and adviser in Jackie Incollingo. 
I am lucky to have landed in 
Lawrenceville. I am lucky to have 
led this paper and hand it off  to 
such an incredible group of  students. 

I am off  to the University of  
Maryland to do graduate work in 
journalism on a full scholarship in 
the fall. It’s a big step, but one that I 
am more than ready to take thanks 
to Rider and The Rider News.

I will always love this school, 
this paper and this town. From the 
bottom of  my heart, thank you. 

Stephen Neukam
Senior journalism major
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Austin Ferguson

 LIFE has changed for a lot of  
people in the last year – let 
alone the last four – for many 
graduating from college as I 

am.
As the days wind down toward 

commencement and I reflect on my 
undergraduate career, specifically 
with The Rider News, I see a 
connecting thread in my three years 
with this publication: adjustment.

Starting as a features and 
entertainment editor, I moved 
through many positions, including 
copy editor, circulation manager, 
sports editor and my most recent 
post as managing editor. The 
aspect of  all these positions that I 
appreciated the most throughout 
the past three years was finding my 
passion in a place I did not expect.

Despite the love and appreciation 
I now have for The Rider News, 
I saw my first position with it as a 
paycheck. In all honesty, I wasn't 
interested in journalism. I wasn’t 
the strongest writer in high school, 
and I wanted to be a broadcaster, 
on-screen, doing play-by-play for 
Major League Baseball games.

But as time went on with 
The Rider News, I covered and 
learned about the different life 
experiences that people within the 
Rider community have. Over time, 
with the guidance of  an array of  
coworkers I’ve had the pleasure 
of  working with, I learned how to 
capture those experiences, feelings 
and sentiments through writing and 
ultimately fell in love with it.

Though journalism was not a 
career path I had envisioned myself  
pursuing, I’m glad I took a chance 
on something different and opened 
myself  to new possibilities. Through 
that, I’ve found a passion for life.

On top of  that, in the last year 
alone, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
put a lot of  people at a crossroads. 
Are they happy with where their 
lives are? Through all the negative 

aspects of  being quarantined and 
away from loved ones, the pandemic 
has given people the pause to reflect 
on their life trajectory and whether 
it is where they want to go.

In what has been a pivotal 
moment in the personal lives of  
many people, especially those my 
age that are about to embark on the 
world post-college graduation, it is 
important to take a pause and ask 
yourself: What, in simplest terms, is 
your definition of  a good life?

In my eyes, I look to my earlier 
passion of  broadcasting for the 
answer. The late, great former 
college basketball coach and analyst 
Jim Valvano said, “To me, there 
are three things everyone should 
do every day. Number one is laugh. 
Number two is think – spend some 
time in thought. Number three, you 
should have your emotions move you 
to tears. If  you laugh, think and cry, 
that's a heck of  a day.”

Though my thoughts may 
not always move me to tears, I 
concentrate and reflect on these 
three things every day. No matter 
how grim the times may seem, 
especially in today’s environment, I 
find something to enjoy about life, 
I find something to think about and 
I find something that moves my 
emotions.

As I and many others move to the 
next chapter of  our lives, wherever 
that may be or whatever it is we may 
be doing, I don’t believe it would 
hurt to heed Valvano’s advice. Live 
each day, no matter where you are 
in life, ready to laugh, ready to learn 
and ready to love. You may not 
reach all three of  those things each 
day, and as grueling as life may have 
been in the past year, you must allow 
the prospect of  living a full day 
tomorrow to keep you going.

Austin Ferguson
Senior sports media major

F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

 The Rider News'  top editors say goodbye
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QUESTIONS FOR QUR'AN
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DEAR Qur’an,
 
As your last question for Qur’an, I would like to know what will you 

miss the most about Rider University and your undergrad experience?
          

Sincerely,
          

Your Senior Year

Dear Senior Year,

There are not enough words to explain my college experience and my time 
here at Rider. I got my first dose of  reality my freshman year on the grounds of  
the Lawrenceville campus. I lost my grandfather the day after freshmen move-in 
day, broke up with my boyfriend a few weeks later, got my driver’s license, 
followed by my first job, all in the month of  September, just a month after 
turning 18. 

College felt like a different world, a clean slate, a place where I could focus on 
my goals and aspirations. I made my own schedule, came and went as I pleased, 
all while I got to live on my own with other students my age. 

I have always enjoyed the classroom environment, but there was something 
different about a college classroom. The discussions were more in-depth and 
complex. I have had professors stand on tables, students denounce climate 
change and debates on whether our experience in this universe even matters. 

I am going to miss the hours I spent in the library, in Daly’s, in new and 
old Crans. I won’t forget the productive days, having class at 10 a.m. and not 
returning back to my room until 10 p.m. I will miss picking out an outfit the 
night before class and going with sweatpants instead in the morning. I am 
especially going to miss the people I have met, like the Starbucks employees that 
I knew on a first-name basis or the professors who became mentors over the 
years. 

My time at this publication, my team and the much-needed experience I 
gained working day in and day out in the basement of  Ridge House (it will 
always be Ridge) will be some of  my best memories at Rider. Conducting 
interviews, reporting events and of  course winning awards brought my student 

journalism career to life. But nothing compares to the late-night banter with the 
editorial board, the laughs, the music and the food. I was so grateful to have been 
a part of  a club so special. 

My extracurricular activities with Tapestry have expanded my talents to new 
heights. From editing and producing short films to interviewing political icons, 
I am full of  so much gratitude for the family and support team that has evolved 
over the years on this campus. 

I will miss the open mic nights, art exhibits and concerts, the study sessions 
that rarely involved studying or the excitement for summer but dying to go back 
to campus after a week of  being home (still packed I may add). 

I will most importantly miss the year I could have had on campus with all of  
you for one last time. I will miss the student in me who is going away for a while 
but will be back soon. Just know, if  I could do it all over again, I would, and if  I 
could change anything, I wouldn’t. 

A huge thank you to the Rider community for staying tuned. Keep asking 
questions.

         
See you soon,

Qur’an

GREEN CORNER

Industries: friend or foe?
In the age we live in today, it’s undeniable that we have a reliance on 

industries for providing us with the products we need in our everyday life, 
whether they be essential products or not. Whether it be blankets for your dorm 
room or the food served at Daly’s Dining Hall, industries certainly play an 
important role in delivering to us what we need. Industries are made under the 
guise of  making everyday life significantly easier, and while this is true, what is 
the cost? How are these companies able to output so much supply so quickly? 
The answer: uncontrolled production that results in excess waste increasing 
exponentially over time. 

On average, Americans produce around 236 million pounds of  municipal 
solid waste every year, while industrial waste can amount up to 7.6 billion tons of  
waste, according to recoverusa.com. What makes this number so much worse is 
that the majority of  waste from industries is composed of  paper and cardboard, 
all of  which could easily be recycled. If  these companies merely established a 
simple recycling program, a large portion of  waste would be removed. In fact, 
about 10% of  waste found in landfills is composed of  packaging materials, much 
of  which can be largely attributed to industrial waste. 

The average amount of  waste produced by Americans has also increased. The 
average amount of  waste produced in 1960 was 2.68 pounds, but in 2017 that 
average was 4.51 pounds. As the average amount of  municipal waste we produce 
increases, so does the average industrial waste. Both show little signs of  slowing 
down as needs change and the population increases. 

“Industries probably don’t recycle because of  the increased division of  labor 
and increased costs associated with that and sorting of  the recyclables. These 
industries should look into applying for recycling grants, as they can help offset 
the added cost of  sorting through and collecting all the recycling while also 
giving them an incentive to be more green,” said senior film and TV major, 
Brendan McMullen.

An increasingly common tactic found in many industries is a practice known 
as greenwashing. Greenwashing is a form of  marketing spun in which green 
public relations and marketing are deceptively used to persuade consumers that 
its products and policies are environmentally friendly. This type of  marketing 
tactic was used by 95% of  products out of  the 4,744 “green” products that were 
surveyed in 2010, according to impakter.com. Greenwashing is an issue because 
companies often make up statistics or trade alliances that indicate something 

was grown, manufactured or harvested sustainably and humanely. Companies 
might also be overemphasizing a change they made with a product by promoting 
that change on their packaging or other means in hopes that consumers will 
recognize that the change is good, even if  it’s small, thus influencing people 
to buy more of  that product since they think what they’re doing is really good 
for the environment. For example, a new type of  water bottle might use 5% 
less plastic which; while it is less and will make some difference, is a very small 
amount and should not be emphasized heavily just to attract more customers. 
Consumers can look out for greenwashing by researching a product and 
company more, paying attention to details that have factual backing to them, 
and even third-party seals of  approval, ensuring our support goes to companies 
that actively attempt to reduce their waste.

Ultimately, it’s up to consumers to make changes in how waste is produced 
and handled. 

“The way to hold these industries accountable would be to enforce policies 
that force these companies to limit the amount of  pollution they are creating, 
as well as imposing fines on those that exceed those limits...There should also 
be policies regarding these companies being fully transparent in terms of  all of  
their activities that have the potential to impact the environment,” said junior 
environmental science major, David Lewchuck.

It comes down to us to unite and push for changes to be made by making 
sure our voice is heard through protests, voting with our dollars, and purchasing 
products that are produced sustainably. Rider already utilizes so many green 
products that reduce waste, such as the trash and recycling cans made out of  
recycled milk jugs, reusable straws, compostable takeout containers and so much 
more. These changes always start small, but with enough people united behind 
an effort for cleaner production for all industries and full transparency with the 
public, that can be achieved. We can all contribute in our own small way to make 
huge changes for our one and only Earth.

Dean Riddle
Rider Eco-Rep

Looking back and moving for ward – bidding farewell
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Debra Jones embraces leadership role as a senior

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Isaac Harris

FOUR years ago, Debra Jones entered her freshman 
season coming to a Rider softball program that 
historically has not seen a lot of  success. Since her 
first season ended with a 17-33 record, Jones has 

grown into an impactful leader, so much so that in her 
senior season the softball team is in striking distance of  
a playoff  berth.

“She has carried the weight of  the team on her 
shoulders in terms of  being a go-to pitcher,” said 
Head Coach Davon Ortega.

From being a freshman struggling to figure out her 
role on the team to a senior that is a revered leader 
to young players, Jones credits the hard work and 
resilience throughout the years shaping the success for 
the final collegiate season. 

“It’s just always been the theme to turn it around 
and turn it into a winning program and it’s really good 
to see and even though it has taken four years to able 
witness the impact I and my teammates made to make 
this a winning program,” said Jones. 

 Jones has been the reliable “go-to” pitcher for 
Ortega since the beginning of  her Rider career. The 
senior hurler has grown into that role after struggling 
early in her career on the mound.

In her first career game, Jones gave up a grand 
slam in the bottom seventh inning, diminishing a 
four-run lead for Rider that tied the game. Since 
then, Jones has grown into a reliable pitcher, notably 
recording a season-high nine strikeouts in an outing 
against Siena on April 3.

The growth from struggling early on in her career 
has not only helped her grow into a strong pitcher 
but a strong leader. She is the “mom” figure of  the 

bullpen for the younger players.
“What she brings is calmness and steadiness [in 

the bullpen] and they see that and it puts everyone at 
ease,” said Ortega.

 Ortega added that Jones provides confidence for 
the younger pitchers with experience in the circle, 
especially when she has a good outing in the first game 
of  the weekend series and a younger pitcher takes the 
mound after her. 

“She’s always been reassuring to me,” said 
freshman pitcher Anne-Marie Groskritz.

Like Jones, Groskritz started her career with 
first year nerves in her first outing on the mound 
this year, and Jones has been supporting her with 
encouragement and offering advice when needed 
throughout the season. 

Groskritz said, “When I first came in, she took me 
under her wing and [the] team jokes that she’s my 
mother because she always helps me, and she tells me 
what to do...and that has been a huge factor to my 
success.” 

The first-year pitcher is not the only player Jones 
has made an impact on. Freshman second baseman 
and pitcher Jessie Niegocki said Jones has also been a 
great role model to her during this unique season.

“I’ve looked up to Deb for the composure she holds 
[on the mound],”said Niegocki.

Niegocki admires how Jones carries herself  on and 
off  the field. Like her teammates and coaches, she 
feels that Jones fits the “mom” or role model of  the 
team quite well, always being approachable giving 
advice and giving teammates rides in her minivan if  
needed.

Even with the uniqueness of  the shortened season, 

Jones feels that her role as leader on the team with 
senior teammates has helped this team have a good 
balance and helped the underclassman adjust to the 
season. 

“I pride myself  on leading by example; I’m not 
always the loudest person on the field or the most 
hype, but I think keeping the team composed in 
difficult situations or helping people out when they 
need it gives a good balance on the team,” said Jones.

Jones hopes that the team finishes strong toward 
the end year, makes a run in the playoffs and wins 
the conference tournament. Jones hopes to be 
remembered as a player that worked hard and 
respected her teammates when her career is all set. 

Jones said, “I always thought it’s important to be 
respectful and to be a good person so don’t leave your 
legacy half  full and have people take away from what 
you did [on field].”

Senior pitcher Debra Jones had a season-high nine strikeouts against 
Siena.
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By Logan VanDine

BASEBALL battled to win two of  four games against 
Canisius College on April 25 and April 26, and 
two of  the four games were decided by only one 
run.

Game 1
The Broncs were overpowered by the Golden 

Griffins, losing the opening game 8-0.
Rider was only able to muster two hits the entire 

game as the Golden Griffins had a three-run fourth 
and a four-run fifth, easily winning 8-0.

“We brought very little to the game; we were totally 
outplayed in all areas,” said Head Coach Barry Davis 
on Saturday’s first game.

Game 2
In the second game of  the doubleheader, the 

Broncs were able to put some runs on the board and 
take game two by a score of  4-3.

Despite committing two costly errors in the game, 
the Broncs rallied with a run in the eighth by an RBI 
groundout by senior outfielder Socrates Bardatsos, 
which proved to be enough for Rider to avoid the 
sweep.

Davis was much more pleased with his team’s effort 
in game two.

“We showed some grit and found a way to push 
four runs across,” Davis said. 

Game 3
The Broncs took game three by a score of  5-2 

behind a great day with the bat from graduate student 
outfielder Sean McGeehan and a great pitching     
performance by junior starting pitcher Frank Doelling.

Davis talked about his team’s overall performance 
in both games.

“We competed from start to finish all day. It’s  
something we didn’t do on Sunday.  It was nice to 
see,” said Davis on his team’s performance in both 
April 26 games. 

Doelling went the distance striking out five batters 
over seven innings just allowing the two runs and three 
hits for the complete game win.

 “I definitely did think I had what it took to         
finish that ballgame,” said Doelling when asked if  he 
believed he could pitch a complete game. “Early on I 

knew my fastball command was the best it had been 
all year, and that kept my pitch count low enough to 
where it allowed me to finish.”

Davis spoke about how important it was for his 
starter to complete the whole game and saving some 
arms in his bullpen.

“Frank did a great job finishing what he started. It 
was a big lift for us not having to use anyone out of  
the pen with a nine inning game to follow,” said Davis. 

Doelling also talked about how helpful Davis has 
been to the team.

 “Coach Davis has been great for us this year as 
expected. He expects a lot out of  us players, and when 
we don’t play up to our potential, he lets us know 
about it, which is great for us. He expects excellence 
out of  us players and it shows he truly cares and 
that goes a long way for us as a baseball team,” said 
Doelling.

McGeehan went one for three, driving in three 
runs with two of  them coming off  a two-run homer in 
a three-run sixth inning. 

This proved to be huge for the Broncs as they were 
able to take care of  business and win 5-2.

Game 4
Rider couldn’t quite get it done in game four falling 

5-4 in nine innings.
The Broncs fell behind early trailing 3-0 after four 

innings but stormed back with a run in the fifth and 
three more in the sixth to grab a 4-3 lead.

That lead was all for naught as the Golden Griffins 
stormed right back with a run in the sixth to tie.

Davis spoke about the tough one run loss in game 
two.

“When you lose by one run, it’s usually the head 
coach who’s at fault.  I could have done a few things 
differently, but I chose other avenues. It didn’t work 
out,” said Davis.

The Broncs are 13-11 on the season with their next 
game at home against Marist College on April 28th at 
Sonny Pittaro Field. 

B A S E B A L L

Baseball splits with Canisius in three close games

Junior pitcher Frank Doelling pitched a complete game in game three of the series.
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By Carolo Pascale

SOFTBALL was handed its two worst losses of  the 
season and lost three of  four games against Marist 
College on April 23 and April 24, dropping its 
record to 12-14. 

Game 1
Game one of  the series started well for the Broncs, 

but it was the only matchup they won throughout 
the weekend. The game finished in a 5-2 win for the 
Broncs. 

After giving up a run in the first inning, Rider came 
back in the top of  the second inning, scoring three 
runs and gaining a 3-1 lead.

In the bottom of  the second, Marist scored making 
it a one-run game but the Broncs still led 3-2. 

The fifth inning changed the game for Rider, as 
sophomore catcher Elena Gonzalez hit her second 
home run in two games, giving the Broncs a 5-2 lead. 

Rider would hold this lead for the rest of  the game 
and snag a 5-2 victory to open the series.

Gonzalez hit two for four, had three RBIs in game 
one and had a run of  her own. 

“I think Elena [Gonzalez] has been this strong and 
consistent the entire season. Her hitting home runs is 
just part of  her consistency,” said Head Coach Davon 
Ortega about Gonzalez’s recent performances. “It 
wasn’t that she was ‘due’ for performances like this, it 
is more of  the natural progression of  the hard work 
and focus she’s had from the beginning of  the season.” 

 

Game 2
The second game of  the series started well for the 

Broncs, but Marist took it to Rider late in the game to 
win the game 12-2.

The first inning saw each team score two runs. 
Graduate student outfielder Kelsey Marigliano and 
Gonzalez scored for the Broncs while Marist third 
baseman Miah McDonald hit a home run to make the 
game 2-2.

Marist scored in the second but the wheels really 
came off  the tracks for Rider in the sixth as Marist 
scored nine runs that inning to win the game 12-2. 

“After Marist scored 12 runs in game two, 
it impacted the team greatly. We haven’t had a        
blowout loss like that all season so we had to learn 
how to handle that,” said Ortega.

Despite the rough loss, Marigliano still had a 
successful day for the Broncs getting on base safely 
in all seven of  her at-bats. She hit three for three and 
walked four times throughout the day.

Game 3
Game three ended even worse than game two as 

the Broncs were mercy ruled. Marist won 10-0 after 
five innings.

Marist had seven hits and a walk in the second 
inning, racing to a 7-0 lead.

Marist scored another three runs in the third inning 
off  three Rider errors and pushing its lead to 10-0. 

Rider only registered one hit throughout the entire 
game as Marist registered nine in only four innings.

“Game three was the most disappointing for me 
because it’s the first time I’ve seen my players quit 
and give up,” Ortega said “A few runs were put on 
the board against us and we dropped our heads and 
quit. Losing is part of  playing the game but what 
is absolutely intolerable is quitting and not playing 
hard—it’s disrespectful to the game.”

Game 4
The final game of  the series ended in another 

Broncs loss. Rider slipped up late, losing its lead, 
ultimately losing 7-5.

Rider got started in the first scoring one run, but 
Marist scored three to take a 3-1 lead.

The Broncs came out in the third successfully 
taking the lead back by scoring four runs, making the 
score 5-3.

Marist scored in the fourth and tied the game in 
the seventh at 5-5 as designated player Ali Milam hit a 
walk-off  home run to win the game for Marist 7-5. 

“What went wrong this weekend is the same things 
that have plagued us all season—we haven’t corrected 
some of  the mistakes we have been making since game 
one,” Ortega said. 

Rider, now 12-14 on the year, will face Monmouth 
University on April 28 in a doubleheader.  

S O F T B A L L

Broncs ‘Quit’ in worst loss of season, lose three of four
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Jones to talk about her career.Jones to talk about her career.
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Rider defeats LIU to win NEC title
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Check out Dylan Manfre’s photo 
gallery from softball’s senior day.

FIND THE GALLERY AT THERIDERNEWS.COM

TRN SPORTS SOCIAL
Follow our sports reporters on 
Twitter for sports specific content 
throughout the entire season.

FOLLOW US @SPORTS_TRN

THE SPORTS SECTION 
PODCAST
Dylan Manfre, Shaun 
Chornobroff and Carolo Pascale 
discuss the latest in Rider 
Athletics.
SCAN THE QR CODE TO LISTEN

By Dylan Manfre

IT is easy to see why Rider is in 
the Northeast Conference (NEC) 
championship game again. It 
has one of  the best offenses 

in the league and the Offensive 
Player of  the Year and Player of  
the Year. Getting past LIU and star 
goalkeeper Rachel Vellis, well, that 
posed a greater challenge.

Junior midfielder Tess van 
Ommeren was nearly out for the 
game after she went down with an 
ankle injury in the second quarter. 
Two goals and five shots later, van 
Ommeren was named the 2020-
2021 NEC Championship MVP 
leading the Broncs to their first title 
since 2012, after shutting out LIU 
5-0 on April 22.

Head Coach Lori Hussong
said van Ommeren tweaked her 
ankle and that sometimes the 
pain subsides quickly. It was van 
Ommeren’s decision to stay in the 
game, and Hussong was glad she 
did because “she’s got one of  the 
hardest shots on the team.”

Her first goal came off  a corner 
inbound from junior midfielder 
Julia Divorra. Typically, it is van 
Ommeren who sends the ball in 
on corners, but Hussong made the 
switch for the first time this season 
— and it paid off. van Ommeren 
received the pass and hit the perfect 
shot into the goal. 

She took a quick peek up at 
Vellis to get her positioning, looked 
down at the ball, and BAM. It hit 
the sweet spot of  the stick.

“You could feel when a shot 
feels good when you hit it,” van 
Ommeren said. “It felt like that 
when it went in.”

The decision to put van 
Ommeren in as a striker manifested 
in the days leading up to the 
championship game, and Hussong 
ran with the 2021 All-NEC First 
Team selection in that position 
during practices — she thrived in 
the adjusted role.

“Now that we have placed her 
in as a central shooter, she did a 
really nice job of  getting the ball to 
the goal,” said Hussong, who was 
named NEC Coach of  the Year 
on April 21. “We just wanted to 
change it up and give a different 
look.”

Divorra, who led the NEC 
with 15 points heading into the 
championship game, had two goals 
of  her own. Her sidekick, junior 
forward Carly Brosious, finished 
her second-career championship 
game with one goal on four shot 
attempts.

Rider’s goalkeeper, sophomore 
Kaitlyn Tomas has quietly shown 
herself  on the stat sheet this season. 
She only has 10 saves on the year, 
mostly because the Divorra-led 

offense has complemented the 
defense so well. With the Broncs 
up 2-0, Tomas came up with the 
biggest save of  the season.

Tomas dove for the ball and 
made her one save of  the game off  
a low shot from LIU’s Sammy Bell.

“They score that goal and the 
momentum shifts and goes in 
a different direction. It was an 
incredible save,” Hussong said. 
“They don’t give [Tomas] enough 
credit because she doesn’t really 
see the shots every day during 
the game. She is a phenomenal 
goalkeeper in her own right.”

From one goalkeeper to another, 
some former Broncs were in 
attendance watching their former 
team win a championship. Lena 
Vandam, who now is the netminder 
at Towson University, played for 
Rider in 2019 and started in the 
NEC title game when Rider lost to 
Fairfield in overtime. She was elated 
to see her former team accomplish 
what she did not in 2019.

“They did everything I wanted 
to do and I wanted to achieve with 
them and now they did it,” Vandam 
said. “I’m living through them. I 
sent them all the positive vibes I 
had. Seeing them win here is just 
the best thing.”

Rider will face no. 7 UConn 
in the first round of  the NCAA 
Tournament on April 30 at 3 p.m.

The Rider field hockey team won its first NEC title since 2012.

By Marlon Guild

HELLO, my name is Marlon Guild, and I am one 
of  the men’s basketball assistant coaches here 
at Rider University. You are probably  
wondering why I started off  with that quote, 

but as I sit here writing this, there are a lot of   
emotions that are going through my mind. The 
verdict for the George Floyd case has come in, and 
for me, as a black man and a father, having uneasy 
discussions come with the territory.

This is the case when it comes to talking with 
our players as myself  and the rest of  our staff  try 
to prepare them for life after Rider. Remember 
what I said: “It is bigger than basketball.” That has 
always been our philosophy, and no more has that 
been put to the test than during these rough times 
dealing with a pandemic and most importantly, 
social injustice. Coaching basketball games is 
hard enough, but like I said earlier, having uneasy 
discussions comes with the territory. Flashback to 
May 25, 2020, as we all saw the grueling video 
footage of  Floyd in Minneapolis. The thoughts that 
came to mind were traumatic as I wondered how I 
could explain this to my 15-year-old daughter and 
7-year-old son. But then I wondered, how could
I explain this to my players? Outrage and disgust
were bound to happen, but like I said and how
Head Coach Kevin Baggett and the rest of  our staff
operates, “It is bigger than basketball.”

So for us, countless Zoom calls with not only our 
players but other student-athletes at the university 
happened. Not knowing where things would go, I 
was in for a surprise as I saw an entire community 
look to embrace how we could all impact change. It 
was through these interactions amongst the student 
body and our players saw that at Rider it really is 
bigger than basketball. And that is why I coach, and 
I am sure you would hear the rest of  the coaches on 
our staff  say the same thing.

As things stand now, there is still a ton of  work 
to be done, but through basketball and uneasy 
discussions, our players have seen the importance 
of  continuing to make change with social injustice 
and doing their part. If  they need examples of  how 
to do so, they need look no further than myself  and 
the rest of  our staff  as we have always taught them, 
“It is bigger than basketball.”

CO LU M N

Marlon Guild shares 
experiences as a 
Black coach

Marlon Guild shared his experiences as a Black assistant 
coach
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