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Taner Bay’s work ethic has 
helped him become a leader on 
the men’s soccer team.  
PAGE 11

SCREAM SCREEN 

The popular and 
spooky Rider tradition 
returns with a virtual 
format.
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TRN ENDORSES BIDEN

The editorial board unanimously votes 
Biden for 2020 presidential election. 
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By Stephen Neukam

RIDER has retained a third-party investigator to field formal complaints from 
students,  alumni, faculty and staff  in the School of  Fine and Performing Arts 
(SFPA) stemming from bombshell allegations of  sexual harassment, racism, 
inappropriate relationships and widespread body-shaming brought forward by 

students over the past few months, according to top university officials.
The investigation is a possible precursor to Title IX investigations.
The firm, TNG Consulting, specializes in external investigation services and will 

conduct what university officials termed an “intake process” to sift through potential 
allegations from current students and alumni that have graduated in the last five 
years.

The process is in response to more than 120 complaints of  misconduct against 
faculty in SFPA from students and alumni of  the program. The allegations were so 
voluminous that they culminated in a 44-page document of  anonymous complaints.

Vice President for Human Resources and Affirmative Action and Title IX 
Coordinator Robert Stoto said the process was unusual but explained that it was 
being used, given the number of  complaints and the anonymity of  the accusers. 

The firm will accept feedback until Nov. 6, according to an email to SFPA 
students and alumni. The consultants will produce a report for the administration, 
which will decide whether to pursue any formal investigations, according to Stoto.

Stoto and Provost and Vice President of  Academic Affairs DonnaJean Fredeen 
refused to disclose the cost of  the firm’s investigation.

Student Government Association President Dylan Erdelyi, a senior musical 
theater major, said that he was hopeful that the process would help rectify some of  
the allegations brought forth.

“I am hopeful that this will be a much-needed step toward resolving these issues 
that have gone unimpeded for too long,” said Erdelyi.

While a formal Title IX investigation has not been opened, there have been 
concerns raised nationally about the recently-changed Title IX guidelines that may 
make it harder for accusers to come forward and present a successful case.

In August, Secretary of  Education Betsy DeVos unveiled new rules that narrowed 
the definition of  sexual misconduct, a change that critics say will make it harder to 
charge the accused. Stoto said that the policy has been the subject of  national debate 
and that the university has adjusted to incorporate the new guidelines.

“We have given a lot of  thought and time and energy to understanding the 
impact of  these guidelines,” said Stoto. “We have revised [our guidelines].”

Rider’s Chapter of  the American Association of  University Professors President 
Arthur Taylor, a professor in the Information Systems, Analytics and Supply Chain 
Management Department, said that the union is prepared to represent faculty if  an 
investigation materializes.

“The AAUP continues to ask our members who have been accused to follow the 
university’s defined process for determining the validity of  such allegations,” said 
Taylor. “Should the investigation of  the allegations lead to any proposed actions 
against our members, we would provide representation as the agent of  the faculty.”

Third-party investigator to vet SFPA misconduct claims in possible Title IX precursor
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By Hailey Hensely 

AN overwhelming majority of  Rider 
students, faculty and staff  plan to 
vote for former Vice President Joe 
Biden in the upcoming general 

election, as those surveyed point to social 
justice as their main issue, according to the 
results of  a survey by The Rider News. 

The survey, conducted between Oct. 
19 and Oct. 24, revealed that out of  726 
respondents, 692 are registered to vote. 
Of  those 692 registered voters, 689 of  
them intend to vote in the upcoming 
election.

Of  those surveyed, over 80% indicated 
that they would be voting by mail rather 
than going to the polls in person on 
Nov. 3rd. This comes in the wake of  the 
decision made by New Jersey to send 
every registered voter ballot by mail. 

Roughly half  of  the respondents stated 
that this would be their first time voting in 
a presidential election. This coincides with 
the fact that 36% of  respondents were 
faculty and staff, meaning a large portion 

of  respondents have more than likely 
been eligible to vote in previous elections, 
whereas student respondents more than 
likely were not.

57% of  respondents identified 
themselves as Democrats, and just over 
17% identified as Republicans. 16.9% of  
survey responses stated that they voted or 
intended to vote for Trump for president 
and 80%  for Biden — an indication 
that the Rider community voted largely 
on party lines. It also indicated that 
independents broke heavily for Biden. 
When asked about the most important 
issue to them this election, a quarter of  
respondents answered that it was social 
justice and race relations. The second 
most important issue, according to the 
results, was White House leadership. The 
coronavirus and the economy both trailed 
behind those, coming in third and fourth 
respectively.

Almost half  of  
the respondents 
stated that they 

Biden is the overwhelming choice for 
Rider voters ahead of election

By Dylan Manfre, Shaun Chornobroff 
and Stephen Neukam

RIDER student-athletes were put 
on notice about their on-campus 
conduct in a stern meeting with 
top athletic officials on Sept. 29 

after scrutiny of  possible involvement in 
coronavirus policy infractions, accord-
ing to individuals familiar with the 
meeting.

This reporting relies on the account 
of  five current and former student-
athletes who spoke on the condition of  
anonymity and are familiar with the 
meeting.

Athletic Director Don Harnum 
threatened athletes with canceled 
seasons, loss of  scholarships and 
suspensions, according to three 
student-athletes who were on the 
Zoom call.

Harnum said the meeting was 
partly prompted by a publicized 
incident at Centennial Lake on 
Sept. 27 where individuals were 
filmed jumping into the water and 
congregating without masks. In the 
videos, a student is heard yelling, 
“we’re track people, baby, don’t f--- 
with us.”

“It was a few incidents. That’s 
one of  them that prompted another 
meeting with the athletes, whether 
they were involved or not,” Harnum 
said in an interview with The Rider 
News. “If  you’re going to tell me you 
want to play, that’s the kind of  stuff  
that cannot happen because that’s 
[not] going to work, whether I suspend 
you or not, it eventually could shut 
down athletics.” 

Harnum said that the department 

had dealt with multiple individuals 
breaking university and athletics 
protocols, but declined to release any 
details.

Harnum also refused to disclose 
whether he knew if  any student-
athletes were at the lake and whether 
he shared that information with 
other university officials, including 
administrators who oversee the 
Student Code of  Conduct. He also 
refused to say whether any student-
athletes were disciplined. 

One student-athlete on the call 
said that the lake incident was a 
main point of  the meeting and that 
Harnum explained that he had to 
meet with administrators frequently in 
the semester to discuss how student-
athletes were not following coronavirus 
protocols.

A Public Safety investigation 
was unable to identify any of  the 
individuals at the scene, according to 
Public Safety Interim Cpt. Matthew 
Babcock. The investigation included 
an examination of  video and card 
swipe records at residence halls, 
Babcock said.

Associate Vice President and 
Dean of  Students Cindy Threatt and 
Director of  the Office of  Community 
Standards Keith Kemo said neither 
of  their offices were made aware 
of  the meeting within athletics or 
the outcome of  the Public Safety 
investigation as of  Oct. 19.

“It would be reasonable that any of  
our various offices would want to help 
reinforce policy 
if  they believe 
that there is 

Athletics officials warn student-
athletes about coronavirus compliance 
after possible safety violations

Hundreds of respondents revealed that they would be voting for Joe Biden, with President Donald Trump 
trailing by a sizeable margin. 
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be confusing or contradictory this year, which goes to show that government 
officials at a state and local level have taken effective steps to make voting sensible 
and accessible this year, despite challenges. 

Demographically, survey respondents were predominantly women, with 70% of  
respondents identifying as female. Survey respondents were also largely white with 
73% of  respondents identifying this way. 

Of  respondents who do not intend to vote, a variety of  reasons were given as to 
why they wanted to abstain from the election, with not meeting requirements being 
the most popular, such as being too young or not being an American citizen. 

The second most common was respondents feeling as though they are not 
informed enough about politics to vote. Finally, there was a section of  respondents 
who felt that their vote does not matter, or that neither candidate will uphold their 
beliefs and policy positions. 

Heather Dalal, a professor librarian at the Moore Library, emphasized the fact 
that as a young person, she had a hard time feeling like her vote mattered, but she 
has since changed her views. 

“I didn’t vote in elections when I was younger. I thought it didn’t matter and I 
know some people are feeling that. I wish that I had.  Can you please return your 
ballot?  The post office works or a drop box. Just get it in. You will be happy you 
did,” Dalal said. “This is a crucial election and you will want to look back and know 
you were a part of  it. It always brings me joy to remember that I voted for Obama, 
even many years later.”

Jenna Deluca, a graduate student in business communication, shared a similar 
sentiment, clarifying how important it is to vote, regardless of  political affiliation. 

“No matter where you stand in terms of  political views, your vote matters. As 
individuals we may not have an opportunity to make major shifts occur within the 
government but when we as individuals come together and cast our votes we can 
elect an individual that is likely to make the changes we are hoping for. Every vote 
counts and your voice matters,” Deluca said. “This is election year is especially 
important as we are still facing the impacts of  the pandemic and whoever wins this 
election will carry the responsibility of  getting us through this challenging time.”

Can’t Phone Home
No service. On Oct. 19 at 1:15 p.m., it was discovered 
that the campus’ phone system was down and 
phones on campus were unable to receive calls. The 
system was down overnight and was not back online 
until 8:45 a.m. the next day. The outage affected a 
large area outside of the university as well.

Disturbing the Peace
Please [don’t] knock. On Oct. 21 at 4:50 p.m., a 
student living in Poyda Hall reported to Public Safety 
that students in his hall were disturbing him. The 
student said that for over a month, the students had 
been knocking on his door at all hours and sliding 
inappropriate notes into his room. The student knew 
who those harassing him were and wanted them to 
stop. Public Safety met with the students and advised 
them to stop. The students abided and apologized for 
the behavior.

Loiterers 
Hallway dwellers. On Oct. 24 at 1:42 p.m., a student 
in Olson Hall reported that for the past several weeks 
she has observed individuals hanging around outside 
of her door and have slipped unmarked pieces of 
paper under the door and have attempted to open 
the door. The student was advised to contact Public 
Safety if the activity continues.

— Information provided by Interim Capt. Matthew Babcock 

a particular population involved,” Threatt said. 
Several student-athletes raised concerns about the behaviors of  their peers, knowing 

the severity of  the situation and hearing what Harnum said was at stake.
Other schools in the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) have experienced 

spikes in COVID-19 cases that led to athletic workouts being postponed. At Monmouth 
University, because of  a “super-spreader” off-campus party, the school temporarily 
suspended some athletic workouts in mid-October, according to Monmouth Associate 
Athletic Director for New Media and Communications Greg Viscomi.

As of  Oct. 27, there have been 22 violations of  coronavirus protocols involving 
approximately 66 students, according to Kemo.

Kemo explained that the university has been lenient with first-time offenses, saying 
that Rider has been “more educational, rather than punitive,” with many COVID-19 
policy violations. Kemo emphasized that the severity of  the punishment will depend on 
the egregiousness of  the offense.

Threatt did explain that punishments can vary by situation and depending on the 
infraction, first-time offenses could be “very serious.” 

Investigation of lake incident inconclusive

Social justice remains a key issue for the Rider community, with almost a quarter of respondents 
ranking it as their most important issue. 

Rider community puts social justice issues to the forefront
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
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According to Athletic Director Don Harnum, the department has dealt with multiple individuals breaking 
university and athletics protocols. C
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By Stephen Neukam

RIDER President Gregory Dell’Omo secured a two-year contract extension that 
will keep him in his position until at least 2024 after a unanimous Board of  
Trustees vote, the university announced on Oct. 26.

Dell’Omo, who was renewed for a second four-year term in 2018, had two 
years remaining on his current agreement before the latest extension. Chairman 
of  the Board of  Trustees Robert S. Schimek ’87 said in a statement that the 
extension “reaffirms our steadfast support of  President Dell’Omo’s leadership of  our 
university.”

“Additionally, the Board considered the importance of  this moment in time, as he 
stewards the University through the many challenges related to COVID-19,” said 
Schimek.

Associate Vice President of  University Marketing and Communications Kristine 
Brown said that it was “not uncommon for a board to consider extending contracts 
in the final year or two of  a president’s current contract if  all parties are excited to 
maintain the strong leadership provided by the president.”

Dell’Omo’s five-year tenure has been marked with decisions met with controversy, 
many of  which Schimek points out as accomplishments in his statement, including 
capital investments into campus infrastructure and the consolidation of  Westminster 
Choir College to Lawrenceville, which Schimek claimed was “concluded” over the 
summer. Lawsuits over the move are still outstanding.

The president has also been knocked by a rocky relationship with faculty union 
leadership and members, starting with a 2017 vote of  no confidence less than two 
years into his position.

Brown said that the extension does not have any bearing on Dell’Omo’s 
compensation since his pay is calculated on a year-to-year basis. Brown did not say 
whether the extension will include deferred payment from the pay cut that Dell’Omo 
has taken this year due to the pandemic.

Rider’s Chapter of  the American Association of  University Professors President 
Arthur Taylor, a professor in the Information Systems, Analytics and Supply 
Chain Management Department, criticized the board’s decision, saying the 

union leadership had not seen any “significant” accomplishments in Dell’Omo’s 
administration.

“We believe that in choosing to renew Greg Dell’Omo’s contract, Rider’s Board 
of  Trustees continues on the same disastrous path they began six years ago,” said 
Taylor. “The university’s declining enrollment, the overspending on building 
projects, the bloated administrative budget, a disastrous and expensive attack on a 
fully enrolled college, and Rider’s declining financial status are the direct result of  
Greg Dell’Omo’s management decisions as supported by the board of  trustees.” 

“The AAUPs vote of  no-confidence in April of  2017 summarized faculty’s 
opinion of  Greg Dell’Omo and that opinion has not changed: we have no 
confidence in his leadership,” said Taylor. 

Schimek also noted Dell’Omo’s fundraising success, including a record-breaking 
$10 million gift in 2019 from alumnus Norm Brodsky. The college of  business was 
renamed in his honor following the donation.

Dell’Omo has also overseen an expansion of  undergraduate and graduate 
programs, as well as a new strategic plan for the university that included the 
implementation of  the Engaged Learning Program and increases in career support.

As the coronavirus pandemic grips the university financially, Dell’Omo has 
recently articulated a vision of  cost-cutting that is already coming to fruition. 
Last month, the university decided to close its College of  Continuing Studies and 
eliminate five total positions, including the dean. The move is expected to save 
$500,000 annually, according to university officials. The faculty union, however, 
disputes the university’s ability to unilaterally close a college that is part of  the 
collective bargaining agreement, and has vowed to take steps to “defend academic 
governance.”
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Dell’Omo notches two-year contract extension

Rider News managing editor describes experience testing for coronavirus on campus
By Austin Ferguson

THE last thing someone wants to see is a positive test 
result for the coronavirus next to their name.

In September, this is exactly what happened to 
my father. Though all of  his subsequent tests for 

COVID-19 came back negative, possibly indicating a 
false positive, that initial result was a reality check for 
the rest of  the Ferguson family.

Sure, we were all doing what we were supposed to 
be doing — wearing masks, sanitizing, keeping social 
distance, avoiding crowded areas when possible — but 
having a positive case strike this close, or in this case, in 
my home, gave perspective to what exactly was and is 
at stake for every person during this pandemic.

About a month later, Rider reached out with an 
email looking for volunteers for a new program: 
surveillance testing. For most students, that term was 
new in the context of  Rider’s guidelines to mitigating 
the spread of  COVID-19. As a journalist, I had known 
for a few weeks that they were going to be rolling out a 
trial of  a random testing program.

As soon as I had received the email with an 
opportunity to sign up, I did. I had plenty of  reason to 
be excited about this program, outside of  the promised 
prizes from the Student Government Association.

Professionally, the opportunity to go through a 
volunteer testing program presented an interesting 
opportunity to cover a small part of  what is an 
unprecedented time in human history. Since I had not 
been long exposed to my father before his positive test, 
the experience would also be new; this surveillance 
test would be the first time I was ever being tested for 
COVID-19.

Two days after signing up for the program, I 
received another email from Rider’s COVID-19 Case 
Manager Chris Botti notifying that I had received the 
first testing date the school had scheduled — Oct. 13.

With only a few days between finding out about the 
test and the day of  the test, there was not much time 
for me to process or feel nervous about the situation. 
Life found a way to change that, as the company that 
was originally scheduled to complete the test had not 
completed all of  its requirements to administer tests in 
New Jersey, which pushed my test back 10 days to Oct. 
23.

With over a week to wait for the test and the 
random aspect of  the testing all but gone, nerves began 
to set in. I was excited to be able to document my 
experience for possible future generations to read, but I 
wanted to be sure not to turn this story into a tragedy. 
I did everything in my power, with more careful 
consideration than before, to mitigate the risk of  
returning a positive test in time for my 22nd birthday.

One sure positive out of  the date change was the 

change in provider for the tests. Instead of  the dreaded 
nasal test, I would now be taking a saliva kit test, which 
would bring a lot more comfort to my experience.

After an apprehensive, yet eager 10 days, the 
morning of  Oct. 23 came. As soon as the testing 
window began at 10:30 a.m., I made my way to Alumni 
Gym, a place I was very familiar with after spending a 
season covering the men’s basketball team. 

A place I was not familiar with, however, was the 
practice court behind the gym, where my test was 
administered. A few signs in the grass pointed me in 
the right direction of  what felt like a backroom bar 
with a secret password to enter, except instead of  
coming in to enjoy a drink, I would be spending the 
next 10 minutes spitting into a vial to find out if  I have 
been secretly sick.

Once I entered, a cheery nurse was there to 
welcome me. She had asked for my name, which was 
conveniently at the top of  her list for that day. She 
handed me a kit and began to give instructions on how 
to properly use the saliva test.

I had looked down at the kit only to realize that it 
was identical to a kit I used for an Ancestry DNA test 
in June, down to the solution used to mix into the spit. I 
admittedly zoned out from the nurse’s instructions from 
that point until she had given me the go-ahead to find a 
seat and take my test.

There were plenty of  spots to choose from. With 
over 4,700 square feet of  space, chairs were spread 
out across the court with at least 10 feet of  space in 
between them, so social distancing was not an issue. 
In this instance, space was not going to be an issue 
regardless, as I was one of  three people in the gym 
taking the test, matching the number of  nurses present.

I had walked over to a near corner of  the court and 
made myself  as comfortable as I could on a cushioned 
folding chair with a slightly weathered, yet surprisingly 
clean ‘Rider’ across the back and an older version of  

the recognizable university tree logo, accompanied by 
the writing of  “Rider University Athletics” on the seat.

After I sat down, but before I could open the kit and 
begin the test, I looked up at a banner facing opposite 
of  me. It was a large banner of  the namesake of  the 
practice court, former Rider basketball great Jason 
Thompson.

So there I was, in a chair probably older than me, 
with Jason Thompson staring me down as I repeatedly 
spit into a tube. If  you had presented that situation to 
anyone, let alone myself, I would dismiss it as a bizarre 
fever dream. With the improbable situation 2020 has 
planted on the world, however, that situation was me, 
your average college student, taking an active part in 
an ongoing historic event.

I had found myself  grasping for saliva toward the 
end of  the test when the nurse noticed I was struggling.

“If  you start pushing on the inside of  your cheek, 
you’ll create more saliva,” he told me.

For an odd reason, I had doubted the solution was 
that simple, but sure enough, I took his advice and 
easily finished the test. 

Once my vial was full and sealed, I brought it to a 
back table for final packing, where they would ship the 
sample off  to California for analysis. When I got to the 
table, an assistant was quick to finish the process for 
me, apologizing while doing it.

“My apologies, I tend to take over on things,” she 
said, with a bit of  nervous laughter.

The test was now out of  my hands, so I left the 
gym, making sure to thank everyone on my way out. 
As I left, I thought I had conquered the most nerve-
wracking part of  the process. The minute I got back 
to my dorm room, I had the realization that the worst 
part was yet to come — the wait.

I had remembered hearing that the test would 
process in 72 hours, so I felt I had nothing to worry 
about until then. I enjoyed a weekend at home with 
family to celebrate my birthday early, as my birthday 
was just going to have to be another Tuesday in class 
and at work.

The day before my birthday came, and I knew I 
was due to hear a result. Around noon, I got the email 
notification from the testing company, I took a deep 
breath and looked at the subject of  the email, ready for 
what was sure to be a negative result.

“Lab Received your COVID-19 Test Kit.”
I continued into the body of  the email, ready to find 

out my fate.
“Our lab will begin analyzing your saliva collection 

immediately,” the email began. “Please allow up to 
three days for processing.”

The wait continues.

Managing Editor Austin Ferguson described his anticipation and 
nervousness before he took the coronavirus test on campus. 
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By Bridget Gum

RECENTLY, Karen Gischlar, an associate professor 
in Rider’s psychology department, and Stephen 
Rudzinski, a psychology graduate student, 
presented their research on a new math 

curriculum for preschoolers at a conference.
 Gischlar and Rudzinski submitted their proposal 

to the National Association of  School Psychologists 
(NASP) for the 2020 Annual Conference, which they 
attended on Feb. 20 in Baltimore. 

Gischlar said that “as a former kindergarten teacher 
and, subsequently, school psychologist, I have always 
been intrigued by how young children develop the 
early foundational skills that are the precursors to 
conventional reading, writing and mathematics skills.”

According to Rudzinski, “prior research has 
suggested that children’s math skills when they enter 
kindergarten are the strongest predictors of  future 
math achievement.” Gischlar and Rudzinski based the 
framework off  of  a pre-existing curriculum for school-
age children in grades K-8 but changed it so that it 
would better incorporate early development areas that 
are more specific to preschoolers. 

Rudzinski said “the framework was broken down 
into six categories of  evaluation criteria: general 
program design (including big ideas and objectives), 
instructional design (things such as giving students 
multiple opportunities to respond and cumulative 
review), instructional procedures (does the program 
give instructions for demonstration of  concepts 
and methods on how errors should be corrected?), 
other program components (including home-school 
connection and materials for English language learners) 
and evidence-based (the research that went into 
creating the curriculum).”

Gischlar’s previous first-hand experience in this 
field is part of  what inspired her to pursue this 
topic of  study. She wanted to make a change in the 

preschool curriculum to best prepare the students for 
kindergarten and further education. Robin Hojnoski, 
a former professor of  Gischlar from Lehigh University, 
piqued her interest in early math curricula evaluation 
framework and she and Rudzinski continued the 
research from there.

Rudzinski was interested in this area of  study 
because he “saw this as an opportunity to explore 
both of  my interests in research and early childhood 
development.” The opportunity was presented to him 
by Gischlar in 2018, which was Rudzinski’s first year as 
a graduate student. 

Currently, both Gischlar and Rudzinski are working 
on a paper for an early childhood journal where they 
will re-introduce their framework and hope it will 
become more accessible to preschool educators. The 
framework will also be distributed to the professionals 
who viewed the poster at the conference.

When Gischlar was looking for a graduate assistant, 
she was very impressed with Rudzinski’s background 
and his interest in the subject matter, as well as the fact 
that Rudzinski chose to attend the graduate program 
at Rider, specifically for their outstanding research 
opportunities and involvement. Gischlar had been the 
professor advising Rudzinski on graduate schools and 
helped Rudzinski decide on Rider. It was simply fated 
that they ended up working together on this research 
project. 

Gischlar said that “Stephen [Rudzinski] and 
I worked together on the project, along with Dr. 
Hojnoski. Steve did a lot of  the legwork in searching 
the literature and forming the introduction and 
rationale for our framework.”

Gischlar said that the conference was very popular 
and many people came to see and ask questions 
about their research. Gischlar said that “most were 
practitioners, rather than researchers which is where 
we want this work to be, in the hands of  practicing 
school psychologists who can work with early childhood 
educators in their school systems in choosing an 
empirically sound curriculum.”

Rudzinski said that he enjoys learning about why 
people do what they do and how their brain works 
when doing these tasks. He also said that he could 
see himself  pursuing a career in school psychology, 
especially in the research part of  this field. Both 
Gischlar and Rudzinski got very positive feedback at 
the conference for their research and hope that it takes 
off  from there and is implemented in the school system.

Gischlar also added that “Rider’s school psychology 
Ed.S. program is ranked number 5 in the nation for 
research productivity. We have an amazing program 
that has produced regional and national awards and 
scholarship winners.”
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Associate professor and graduate student present research at psychologist convention

By Sarah Siock

WITH in-person performances still on hold due to coronavirus safety precau-
tions, the Westminster Chapel Choir is taking these unusual circumstances to 
create a series of  multimedia projects focusing on social justice. 

The choir devoted three weeks of  October to produce a virtual 
residency titled “No Justice, No Peace.” The residency will feature a diverse 
collection of  work that ranges from poetry and singing to visual art projects. Each 
piece of  work under the project serves to represent a theme of  addressing systemic 
racism. 

Conductor and associate professor of  music education Jason Vodicka said the 
residency is different from a typical choir project.

“In choir usually you are handed a piece of  music and you sing. That does not 
always give you a lot of  opportunity for deep personal expression,” said Vodicka.

To give choir members the proper creative freedom, Vodicka is allowing students 
to produce any type of  art that falls under the theme. Except for a few pieces of  
work that will stitch the individual projects together, all of  the music, poetry and art 
for this residency will be made completely by students. 

“This is all about them creating. We often talk about choir being something that 
has the potential to change the world and connect with people. With any sort of  
social justice movement, you have to get to people’s hearts. To me, the arts are a 
great way to get to people’s hearts,” said Vodicka.

The Westminster Chapel Choir is made up of  first-year Westminster Choir 
College students and other students at Rider. For many choir members, the chance 
to create something with few restrictions early on in their college career came as a 
pleasant surprise.

“It has felt rather freeing to work on this project. If  we were not in quarantine 
we would not have had this opportunity. It is really interesting to see that because of  
these circumstances, we were able to create something amazing we normally would 
not have done before,” said sophomore biology major and choir member Elena 
Cuesta. 

Cuesta’s contribution to the project is a poem that describes social injustice. Her 
poem details the discrimination people of  color face in America and how others 
can educate themselves on these issues. A central theme throughout her poem is 
self-reflection. 

“Discrimination and hate. Roll through humanity like thunder. But it is poisons 
like this burying. Fellow humans six feet down under,” Cuesta’s poem reads. 

Throughout the three-week project, the chapel choir was virtually joined by 
activist and performer Halim Flowers and conductor André de Quadros. Flowers, 
who was wrongfully incarcerated for 22 years, shared his story with the chapel choir.  
Both Flowers and de Quadros helped students create personal works that also gave a 
voice to those who are marginalized in society. 

“Andre and Hamil have been such huge inspirations. Andre has been showing 
us videos of  how to create art in different ways. While Halim talked about how he 
used his time in prison to create art,” said freshman music education major Sienna 
Grinwald-Alves. 

Grinwald-Alves created three different sketches that will serve as visual art for 
the residency. Her sketches are representative of  the LGBTQ+ community and the 
Black Lives Matter movement. 

“When it comes to creating art, it is a very individual and sincere process. I was 
so glad to have this freedom to create what I wanted for this project. That freedom 
allowed me to produce creative and powerful art. I was able to do something that 
gives me so much joy,” said Grinwald-Alves. 

The choir also spent time discussing recent events such as the Ferguson, Missouri,  
unrest and the murder of  George Floyd to have the proper reflection necessary to 
create their social justice projects. Students are also ensuring the project is accessible 
in various formats.  For example, freshman music education major Adrianna Barnett 
is teaching the choir sign language for a song that will accompany the residency. 

“It is all about bringing equality to the point of  view of  others. With art, it can 
be easier to spread those messages. It is something anyone from any perspective can 
enjoy. We are working to get a message out and I am excited to see the response to 
the project,” said Barnett. 

The “No Justice, No Peace,” residency is currently a work in progress, and once 
finished all of  the Chapel Choir members’ projects will be compiled into one large 
production that can be watched on YouTube.

“We may like different types of  art but it is still a topic that we can digest together. 
Bringing art into this topic of  equality and racism is a way we can all connect to 
something powerful,” said Grindwald-Alves.

Westminster Chapel Choir produces multimedia project, “No Justice, No Peace”
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The students of the Westminster Chapel Choir that are participating in the multimedia project are 
allowed to produce any type of art that falls under the theme. 

 Associate Professor in the psychology department Karen Gischlar 
said she was always intrigued by “how young children develop 
the early foundational skills,” due to her previous experience as a 
kindergarten teacher.
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Magician Peter Boie gets students in the Halloween ‘spirit’

More screens, more screams: Screen Scream makes a virtual return
By Christian McCarville

ONE of  the most popular and widely enjoyed traditions during the fall semester at 
Rider is 107.7 The Bronc’s Scream Screen. Typically featuring a larger-than-life 
outdoor movie screen and a parking lot full of  students, the event has now transi-
tioned to an online format.

Sophomore film, TV and radio major and student General Manager of  107.7 The 
Bronc Ashley Enabosi explained the process of  deciding to convert the event from in-
person to remote.

“During the summer, we were thinking about doing the event in person since it was 
a drive-in movie,” said Enabosi. “But the problem with that was students coming in that 
are outside of  campus. When we did decide to go completely virtual we had to figure 
out how we were going to show the movie.”

Eventually, it was decided that the film would be shown using a program called 
Scener, which would create an online watch party for participants.

This year’s Scream Screen event, titled Scream Screen 5: Attack of  the Screens, 
was composed of  several interactive virtual events that ultimately led to a virtual watch 
party of  a horror movie that was voted upon by the student body.

General Manager of  107.7 The Bronc John Mozes commented on the night of  
Halloween themed events. 

“I think we ultimately succeeded in providing a little something for everyone,” said 
Mozes. “This is something that Scream Screen always aims to do. We set out to provide 

an excellent variety of  entertainment for the entire student body.” 
Kicking off  the string of  events, Scream Screen’s Petrifying Pumpkin Carving Class 

began at 5 p.m. on Oct. 23. This event was presented by the Association of  Commuting 
Students and featured Dean Murray from the Food Network’s “Halloween Wars.” 

Murray virtually taught participating students how to carve the signature Rider logo 
into a pumpkin. The first 25 students that registered for the event were gifted a free 
pumpkin along with their own professional carving toolset.

Following this event, Puzzle Break’s Virtual Escape Experience began at 7 p.m. This 
was a team-based event that featured five different puzzles that were to be completed 
within 60 minutes. The team that completed the escape room the fastest was granted a 
$500 first-place prize courtesy of  the Student Government Association (SGA). 

Beginning at 8:30 p.m., the main showing of  the film began. It was revealed that this 
year’s Scream Screen would be showing the film “The Devil All the Time.” A link to 
the virtual watch party was sent out to the email of  participating students, including a 
username and password to gain access. From there, students were able to enjoy the film 
with one another.

There were many other opportunities for students to earn prizes throughout the 
showing of  the film, courtesy of  the Scream Screen 5 Scavenger Hunt. Before the main 
event started, students were emailed instructions for a scavenger hunt and a list of  items 
to look for in the film being shown. 

Audience members would then take screenshots of  these items when they appeared 
in the film and email them to 107.7 The Bronc following the movie’s end. The 
first person to screenshot all 13 items won a Vizio HDTV. Other prizes offered 
for the scavenger hunt included an Amazon Echo, Kindle Fire, wireless head-
phones and more.

“Students were very competitive as they raced to complete the scavenger 
hunt,” said Mozes. “The emails were flying in.” 

The remote circumstances, while unfortunate, did not stop 107.7 The Bronc 
from implementing yet another memorable addition to the Scream Screen 
series.

“I’m proud of  the work everyone in the executive staff  did over the past 
few months,” said Enabosi. “We were able to adapt quickly with the pandemic 
going on and was able to deliver the Scream Screen that Rider students know 
and love.” 

Mozes also shared this sentiment.
“I am very happy with the outcome of  the event,” said Mozes. “We knew 

we weren’t going to have the same number of  students in attendance that we 
normally would in-person. However, we successfully reinvented the event to 
emulate the Scream Screen experience in a remote format.”

 

Intramural sports adapts with the pandemic

By Christian McCarville

AS Halloween approaches, Rider students have plenty of  opportunities to partici-
pate in spooky events and activities. The “Summoning Spirits Haunted Magic 
Show” was able to provide a good scare to all those who participated.

The “Summoning Spirits Haunted Magic Show” was both written and 
performed by Peter Boie, who combined elements of  horror and magic to provide a 
one-of-a-kind experience for all that attended. Boie is a popular touring magic act and 
has even been featured in the television series “Penn & Teller: Fool Us.”

This event, like many other recent events, underwent a few adjustments so that it 
could be presented in a virtual format. Associate Dean of  Campus Life Nick Barbati 
provided some insight as to how this event was brought to Rider.

“The Student Entertainment Council saw an excerpt of  the Summoning Spirits 
magic show at the annual National Association of  Campus Activities (NACA) 
Conference last year, and thought it would be a perfect fit to bring back to Rider,” said 
Barbati. “Unfortunately with COVID [19], we were unable to host an in-person show, 
but thankfully Peter has transitioned his show to a virtual format that we were excited 
to present.”

For students to partake in the event, they had 
to register ahead of  time via a Google Form. 
Before the start of  the show, participating students 
were then sent a link that would bring them to 
a YouTube livestream where they could watch. 
This livestream also included a chat feature where 
students could interact with Boie throughout the 
show.

For each of  Boie’s performances, he began 
with a scary story which related to the magic 
act that followed. This made each act unique 
and related to the show’s overall theme 
of  contacting spirits. Boie would provide 
background information for a spirit and the 
ensuing magic act would revolve around the 
actions of  the particular spirit. 

Senior human resource management major 
and current Tradition Chair of  the Student 
Entertainment Council Lauren Matticoli 
played a significant role in bringing Boie to 
Rider. She commented on the magician’s 
performance and storytelling.

“Something that I really liked about the 
event is how the magician told stories as he 
performed his magic tricks,” said Matticoli. 

“I also liked that the magician would ask for volunteers. I enjoyed being able to see 
students’ facial expressions and see that they were being scared by the tricks being 
performed.”

Boie also incorporated student participation in each one of  his magic tricks. Several 
different students were brought into the show through a video chat and were asked to 
assist Boie with an aspect of  the performance. 

One student was even asked to create a pendulum which was used to contact a 
spirit in her home. The pendulum would change its movement in response to a series 
of  yes-or-no questions. Following this, Boie performed a tarot card reading of  both the 
student and the spirit. 

The students performing the event were visibly engaged and appeared to truly be 
shocked by Boie’s many magic tricks.

Through Boie’s riveting storytelling and mind-boggling magic tricks, this event 
helped many students get in the Halloween spirit.

By Colin Monahan

IN this new and unique time of  COVID-19, finding time to stay active, social and relax 
has only gotten more difficult. Adapting to these newfound difficulties and having to 
follow various COVID-19 guidelines, Rider Recreation Programs looks to offer new 
and interesting ways to hit those criteria through their Intramurals or IMLeagues 

programs.
To join is simple. Students can sign up with their Rider email address at   

IMLeagues.com to create an account, then click register. Here, the website will provide 
you with the entire list of  programs offered. From there, a person can pick an activity 
and join a team or create their own. 

With the onset of  COVID-19, almost all but professional sports ceased. Given the 
guidelines that have been put in place by New Jersey, Rider University and the United 
States, the program has started to push for alternative programming. 

Instead of  large team or contact sports that the program has offered in the past like 
flag football, basketball and floor hockey, they are now focused on one vs. one sports 
such as cornhole, tennis, badminton, KanJam and a softball home run derby. All of  
these sports can be socially distant and spaced out but still get people active and having 
fun. 

“I think that as of  right now they are implementing all of  the activities that they 
are able to, given the current campus guidelines,” said junior business analytics major 
Kevin Buckland. 

In addition to these physical sports, since the start of  the pandemic, the program 
started offering various video game leagues including Madden, NBA 2K, Rocket 
League, Super Smash Bros. Ultimate and FIFA, all often offering gift cards for winners. 

Due to the online nature of  these games, even those not on campus or in the state 
are welcome to participate as long as they have a copy of  the intended game and an 
internet connection. 

Junior accounting major Cory Mayo has taken part in many of  the sports offered 
through the program such as cornhole, badminton, KanJam and NBA 2K League. 

For him, intramural sports offered through IMLeagues are “a great way to let loose 
and not have to worry about the stress of  school” and “hang out with friends and meet 
new people.” 

For Buckland, it’s a similar situation. During the semester he has participated in the 
badminton and cornhole tournaments, with cornhole being his favorite. 

“I think that it is a fun break from the stresses of  the semester and it has been an 
even more welcome break this semester,” Buckland said.

With a lot of  programs forced to move online or change how they approach them 
back in March, IMLeagues was very quick to jump onto the virtual leagues game. 
It began doing trials of  Jackbox Game Nights, Bronc Trivia and other video game 

leagues.
Even with all the programs being offered at this time, many are hoping for the 

eventual return to standard sporting affairs. 
“I was really looking forward to playing softball last spring and I hope they can bring 

that back. I know Theta Chi Fraternity was looking forward to going for the three peat 
in softball,” Mayo said. 

He hopes the program can also offer handball again soon as well.
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The newest edition in the Scream Screen series is the first one to be presented in an entirely remote format.

Frequently involving students and reading the livestream’s chat, Boie made the event a very interactive experience.
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Due to COVID-19 regulations, Boie has recently adapted his show to function remotely as a livestream.

Summoning Spirits combines magic with spooky storytelling

Boie is a highly-skilled magician who has been featured in the 
television show “Penn & Teller Fool Us.”

Conservatory Teacher Dezheng Ping has been crowned the champion of this fall’s IMLeague badminton 
competition.
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Each of Boie’s magic tricks were introduced with a horror story revolving around ghosts and spirits.
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incarceration. In Biden’s defense, the bill was a bipartisan effort and Biden 
has since said there were provisions at the time he did not support in the 
bill, including the ‘three-strike’ rule, mandatory minimum sentences and 
increased funding for state prisons.

In sum, the lack of  effective leadership on behalf  of  Trump has led to a 
lot of  damage both within the United States and abroad. In 2016, people 
voted for Trump as a political outsider, an underdog that others were working 
to keep out of  office.

After being in office for the last four years, Trump has unequivocally 
proven why his status as an outsider should have remained that way in 2016. 
After a frustrating four years that has caused irreparable pain to so many 
communities within the country, it is more than clear that Trump’s mantra of  
“Make America Great Again” omitted a word. Trump’s policies and political 
decisions looked to “Make HIS America Great Again,” and anyone else who 
benefitted from it was in mere alignment to Trump’s status.

Headed out of  a long, grueling 2020, America is in need of  a leader that 
can start the healing process. He may not be able to see us to the finish line, 
but Biden is the clear option to best bolster the country’s chances to get back 
on track and make progress that the people of  the United States so badly 
need.

This editorial expresses the unanimous opinion of  The Rider News Editorial Board. 
This week’s editorial was written by Opinion Editor Qur'an Hansford and Managing 

Editor Austin Boland-Fergurson 

AS the last editorial before the 
presidential election on Nov. 
3, The Rider News decided to 
endorse a candidate in hopes 

to encourage the student body to 
exercise their right to vote. 

The United States is in the midst 
of  a political divide where both sides 
are polarized in their ideologies. 

The last four years were a trying 
time for democracy and as current 
President Donald Trump makes 
his argument to remain in office, 
it is hard as journalists to look past 
the president’s strong views on the 
fourth estate. 

The fourth estate is the press; the 
profession of  journalists whose job 
entails being a watchdog over the 
government. A journalist’s role as a 
watchdog is to inform the general 
public and be transparent about 
any discrepancies in regards to the 
governing of  our nation.

Trump’s interactions with 
the media outside of  ideological 
outlets like the One America News 
Network, who can be described as 
hyper-partisan at best, have been 
hostile and instinctually defensive. 
Trump’s rhetoric toward the media 
looks to undermine the hard and 
honest work that journalists from 
all walks of  life do, so much so that 
he is willing to persuade his base of  
supporters that the media is “fake 
news,” which has landed reporters 
in uncomfortable, even hazardous 
situations when looking to cover 
the president’s rallies and public 
appearances.

“I am voting for Joe Biden 
because it is imperative to remove 
Trump from office. I feel Trump 
has created an extremely divided 
country where there is little 
anyone can agree on,” said junior 
journalism major and Features 
and Entertainment Editor Sarah 
Siock. “As an aspiring journalist, 
Trump’s attacks on reporters make 
it impossible for me to vote for 
him. He has repeatedly called the 
media ‘the enemy of  the people.’ 
I feel his views of  the media have 
caused the American people to 
distrust the news, which is extremely 
dangerous.”

Another troubling aspect of  
the Trump Administration is 
the handling of  the coronavirus 
pandemic. With over 8 million 
positive tests and 200,000 deaths in 
the United States alone, it is hard 
to deny that Trump’s efforts (or 
lack thereof) to heed the advice of  
public health officials has resulted 
in a lot more damage than what 
was necessary, case in point with 
other countries’ stern, but effective 
handling of  the pandemic. 

“He has proven that he cannot 
properly manage the coronavirus. 
Trump will not listen to science and 
promotes a narrative that the virus 
is a hoax. These thoughts get us 
nowhere and hinder the progression 
of  returning to normal life. I feel 
that Biden has a concrete plan to 
control the spread of  coronavirus 
and he has said science will come 
first in his administration,” said 
Siock. 

In contrast to Trump, Biden’s 
platform on COVID-19 will look 
to “listen to science, ensure public 

health decisions are informed by 
public health professionals and 
restore trust, transparency, common 
purpose and accountability to our 
government,” according to his 
campaign website.

Outside of  the COVID-19 
pandemic, Biden has proven on 
the campaign trail that he will be a 
more inclusive leader than president 
Trump, as he is cognisant to protect 
the rights of  women, Black people, 
people of  color, members of  the 
LGBTQ+ community and other 
underrepresented communities in 
the United States. 

“I align moreso with his policies 
than President Donald Trump’s 
policies. I think Joe Biden would be 
better at listening and ensuring that 
all Americans are seen and heard,” 
said senior journalism major and 
News Editor Tatyanna Carman. 

Among other things, Biden 
has shown in other positions, 
including vice president, that he 
can outperform Trump in tackling 
climate change, foreign policy, 
being a policymaker and having 
experience in Washington, D.C.

Though The Rider News is 
supporting Biden for president, 
it does come with a few concerns 
about the candidate. Chief  among 
those are his age, mental state and 
policy background.

When looking at it on its face, 
Biden is 77 years old, the same age 
former President Ronald Reagan 
was when he left office in 1989. 
Trump is not far behind at 74 years 
old himself, so that aspect is all but 
uncommon.

Despite the exaggeration and 
emphasis on Biden’s life-long 
speech impediment to couple what 
some media outlets portray as a 
deteriorating mental state, there 
are times where Biden does look 
lost when he is speaking, at times 
rambling and losing focus of  main 
points. However, The Rider News 
still weighed confidence in Biden 
to be able to complete his duties as 
president, or at least to better ability 
than the current president.

It is also tough to deny Biden’s 
past dealings in policy, namely 
on crime and in the credit-
card industry. Some of  Biden’s 
biggest contributors in past senate 
campaigns included MBNA, 
Citigroup and Goldman Sachs. 
More notably, in 2005, Biden was 
a key contributor and whip to the 
2005 Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention 
and Consumer Protection Act, an 
act that put a lot of  roadblocks 
in place for consumers filing 
bankruptcy.

“My reservations with Biden are 
really rooted in his history with race 
relations and mass incarceration, 
particularly the 1994 crime bill,” 
said senior journalism major and 
Executive Editor Stephen Neukam. 

Biden’s role as the chair of  
the Senate Judiciary Committee 
in ushering the passage of  The 
Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act of  1994 was 
more publicly criticized for its 
implementation of  mandatory 
minimum sentencing and its role 
in the modern prevalence of  mass 
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After years of division, Joe Biden is the needed alternative to Donald Trump
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By Dylan Manfre
The entire women’s basketball team entered on-campus quarantine in Conover 

Hall last week after an individual player recorded an indeterminate COVID-19 test, 
according to a top university official.

The University Health Center was notified over the weekend by the Lawrence 
Department of  Health that the individual, who was one of  13 players tested on Oct. 
13, had a test that came back as inconclusive, according to Associate Vice President 
of  Marketing and Communications Kristine Brown.

“What we were advised was that because it’s indeterminate …  you have to treat 
it as out of  an abundance of  caution as a potential positive case until the test can be 
redone,” Brown said.

An “indeterminate” test indicates that the test cannot be determined as positive 
or negative for the coronavirus.

The indeterminate individual entered quarantine over the weekend, while the 
remaining members of  the team were quarantined on Oct. 19. This corroborated 
the university’s updated COVID-19 Dashboard of  14 additional individuals who 
entered quarantine housing on Oct. 20.

On Oct. 19, the individual team member was subsequently tested with a rapid 
antigen test, which came back negative the same day, as well as a PCR test that was 
negative on Oct. 22, according to Brown.

Because the individual recorded two subsequent negative tests the Lawrence 
Department of  Health told Rider University the team can be released from 
quarantine, according to Brown.

The other 12 players and four coaches who were tested on Oct. 13 all received 
negative results, according to Brown.

Head Coach Lynn Milligan said on Oct. 19 the team had already conducted 
two full practices with all players and coaches present. Teams were allowed to hold 
full practices in preparation for the season on Oct. 14 but could not do so until they 
were tested, as per NCAA guidelines.

The team has resumed practice since its release from quarantine, according to 
Rider Sports Information Director Greg Ott.

The NCAA has announced Nov. 25 as the first date of  competition for the 2020-
2021 season.

Origionally published on theridernews.com on Oct. 22
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W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Women’s basketball team out of quarantine

The women’s basketball team has been released from its short quarantine after an indeterminate test.
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Taner Bay is one of Rider men’s soccer leaders and played a crucial role on the 2018 Broncs team that faced Akron in the NCAA Tournament.
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By Shaun Chornobroff
Taner Bay did not touch the field through most 

of  his freshman year. Rider men’s soccer Head 
Coach Charlie Inverso admitted that he thought Bay 
was going to end up redshirting his first year at the 
program. 

“It came down to the second to the last game of  
the [regular] season,” Inverso said. “We were really 
lean and decided to insert him late in the season and 
he did really well.”

Bay made his collegiate soccer debut on Oct. 28, 
2017, in a hard-fought 0-0 tie against Marist College 
before making his first career start the very next game 
in a 3-0 loss against Fairfield University. 

It would not be the last time the Broncs saw 
Fairfield that season, eventually falling to the Stags 
in the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) 
Championship game 11 days later. 

“We felt like there was work unfinished,” Bay said 
of  his freshman season. “We weren’t upset with the 
season, but we knew we could have done more.”

Bay experienced a breakout sophomore season and 
patrolled the midfield for a Rider team that entered 
the MAAC tournament with a pedestrian record of  
8-9-1 but left it as champions. 

“We came in as a fifth seed, but we knew we could 
be better,” Bay said. “We just came in and came 
together as a team, all of  us.”

“I had an assist in the semi-finals against Fairfield, 
then in the final, when we won, everybody coming 
together, that’s what I remember the most out of  this 
experience, that championship-winning year, even 
right after that whistle was blown,” Bay said. “I can 
still remember the first five, ten minutes of  everybody 
coming together and celebrating. I’ll never forget 
that.”

 Bay’s memorable sophomore season continued 
with a start in the NCAA tournament against Akron 
University, an experience that Bay continues to 
cherish. 

“It was crazy,” Bay said of  the matchup against 
Akron. “Everybody was so excited, very amped up to 
play. And when we got there it was snowing the whole 
time because it was in November and we were in 
Ohio. It was freezing cold [but] we were all so excited 
to play and show what we could do on a national 
level.”

Rider’s Cinderella run from fifth seed in the MAAC 
to the NCAA tournament ended on that snowy night 
in Ohio. Rider put up a good fight against Akron, 

even finding themselves tied in the latter stages of  the 
game against a team that advanced all the way to the 
national championship game. 

Despite suffering a heartbreaking ending, Bay 
knows his sophomore season is something he will 
never forget. 

“That was a fun year, we had a great team, 
everybody loved playing with each other. Everybody 
was very in sync, we would go into games more 
confident than I’ve ever been going into games before, 
knowing that we were the better team and that we 
could do what we wanted,” Bay said. “Then running 
through the MAAC tournament, every game do-or-
die, it’s kind of  scary, but at the same time full of  
excitement, because this is why we play sports. Then 
when you finally win the finals, it’s this feeling of  
excitement and enjoyment that was just unreal.”

Since being a part of  the MAAC Championship 
team in 2018, Bay’s role on the team has only grown. 
Inverso referred to him as “the unofficial captain” of  
the team. 

“He’s somebody that the guys on the team respond 
to,” said Inverso. “He’s clearly somebody that I 
depend on a lot. There are so many things that a 
good, reliable person can do for you, as a captain.”

Inverso joked that Bay’s reliability and character 
might be a downfall because he asks him to do so 
much. 

Bay’s reliability has stretched into the classroom 
where he is a two-time member of  the MAAC All-
Academic team and planning to attend medical school 
when his time at Rider comes to an end. 

A commitment to academics and athletics is 
something that has been instilled in Bay and his two 
sisters from a young age. 

“I think that goes back to upbringing,” Bay said 
of  his academic and athletic success. “Even when we 
were younger, elementary school, middle school, the 
first thing we always had to do was get our homework 
done, before we [could] go out and play or do 
anything else.”

Bay attributes this part of  his lifestyle to his mother, 
who enforced this behavior during his upbringing. 
Bay’s father introduced him to the sport he still plays 
today. 

“I always leaned toward soccer because my dad 
played it growing up. He’s from Turkey; soccer is the 
biggest sport over there,” Bay said. “That was the first 
thing he exposed me to. The first sport he wanted me 
to play and I just loved it, playing with him out in the 

yard, doing anything with him.”
Bay’s father was very involved with his son’s 

athletics, serving as an assistant coach on his teams 
when he was younger.  When Bay got to high school, 
he was faced with Sophie’s choice that many young 
and talented soccer players have had to make: join a 
club within the United States Development Academy 
— the top level of  youth soccer in the country — or 
play high school soccer. The Development Academy 
program shutdown in 2020, but its rules forbid players 
from playing both high school and for one of  its 
programs.

To the disappointment of  the coaches at Webster 
Thomas High School, Bay chose to play in a local 
Development Academy called Empire United Soccer 
Club. 

Bay experienced a lot of  success at Empire and 
attracted the attention of  multiple colleges who were 
interested in him playing soccer for them. Even his 
coaches at Empire saw the effect that Bay’s parents 
had in developing him as a person and player.

“I think his success, a big piece of  it is his ward,” 
said Paul Valenti, one of  Bay’s coaches at Empire 
United and his tenth-grade health teacher. “I always 
think about his family, his mom and his dad being 
super supportive of  him, pursuing his dreams. As a kid 
when you have to choose between playing high school 
and development academy, it’s hard.” 

His father stopped serving as an assistant coach for 
Bay’s teams when he joined Empire United, but he 
still holds a role as father and coach in Bay’s life today. 

“He would still guide me, he knows the game very 
well,” Bay said of  his father. “He’s my first [call] after 
games. I’ll call him, talk to him, look for tips and 
pointers on how I can get better, even after games 
nowadays.”

Bay now lives a long way from his hometown of  
Webster, New York, but that does not stop his parents 
from supporting their eldest child. 

“My mom and he will drive the five and a half  
hours every weekend they can to come to see me, 
but if  they can’t they’re always streaming the games, 
I doubt they’ve missed very many if  any,” Bay said 
graciously. 

The number of  compliments thrown Bay’s way by 
current and former coaches shows he can be described 
as a number of  different adjectives, from quiet to 
hard-working, to intelligent, but Inverso summed him 
up well, simply referring to Bay as a “coach’s dream.”

M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Taner Bay: A coach’s dream
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Junior track and field Captain James Green is involved in a multitude of organizations at Rider.
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By Olivia Nicoletti and Dylan Manfre 
When James Green hears the word “inspiration,” 

he immediately associates it with his mother, Jenna 
Childs.

“My mom and I’s relationship is something valued 
heavily because I understand the hardships my mom 
was faced with growing up. It fills my heart every 
time I hear her telling me that she’s proud, every 
time I see her smile and every time I can send her an 
accomplishment — it’s something that she deserves,” 
Green said.

She returned the favor and recently shipped all 
of  Green’s high school and college medals to him 
at school, which he said were a huge source of  
inspiration.

The junior sports media major and captain of  
the track team keeps pushing for success because 
of  the constant love and support his mother gave 
him growing up. Originating from Baltimore, Green 
recognizes the struggles of  those who surrounded him. 
There were times he had to put family over friends. 
Green worked at McDonald’s to support his mother 
around the age of  15, which he believed held him 
back.

“Sometimes you have to choose family over 
yourself  and that always influenced my decision just 
wanting to get out and not wanting to be in that 
environment anymore,” Green said. “And my mom 
was the one that made me feel more comfortable 
about following my dream, following the things that 
I’m passionate about.”

Running since he was a freshman at Dulaney 
High School, he has learned to love the individual 
component of  the sport. The credit is earned solely 
based on how each athlete performs and everyone is 
held to their responsibility. 

His goal is to push his teammates to do their best 
and inspire them as they have done for him. Now as 
team captain, it makes the job a lot easier.

“I love stepping up and if  there’s ever an 
opportunity where somebody needs to step up, I try 
to be that guy,” Green said. “I’m the one that you 
can always count on to be extra and go above and 
beyond.”

Green has been a member of  the 4x400 meter 

relay team, which set a Rider record of  3:14.40 during 
the Intercollegiate Association of  Amateur Athletes 
of  America (IC4A) meet at Boston College in March 
2019.

Head Coach Bob Hamer said that Green has that 
“it factor” to his persona.

“He’s someone I think other people are drawn to 
when he carries himself  in real life and athletics,” 
Hamer said. “I think that’s something that some 
people have and that’s one of  the special traits and 
qualities that James has.”

Hamer knew Green was a good fit immediately 
because he took initiative and found ways around 
obstacles. He said Green had car trouble on his 
way to the official visit but never had the thought 
of  rescheduling. He was determined to get to Rider 
somehow.

“In my opinion, the best athletes are the people 
that understand there are obstacles, but they figure 
out ways around them,” Hamer said. “His goal was to 
get to Rider for his official visit, he was going to figure 
out a way to get there, whether he had to take another 
car, train, bus, whatever it was, he was going to figure 
out a way to get there, and he wasn’t going to use 
anything as an excuse.”

He has also had the chance to connect on a 
personal level with Brett Harvey, the assistant coach 
of  the track team. They both attended the same 
high school in Baltimore, so Harvey understood 
the atmosphere that Green came from. Harvey is 
described to be Green’s biggest inspiration during his 
time at Rider.

“He helped me, he worked with me and was 
patient with me. He was always there when I was 
going through something difficult, like tough times 
with family, financially tough times, whatever it was: I 
can never say that he wasn’t there. He’s the reason I’m 
here; because of  all the work that he’s put in to help 
me get to where I am today,” Green said.

Green not only has access to leadership through 
sports, but he also enforces his leadership by his 
involvement in an array of  organizations. He 
gained the position of  president of  Rho Xi Chapter 
of  Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Incorporated, a 
multicultural fraternity on campus. He is also vice 

president of  the poet’s club, along with playing a 
major role as a peer mentor and peer counselor. He 
also is a part of  the Student Entertainment Council 
(SEC) where he gets to plan events and takes passion 
in bringing them to life. 

Green never expected to be as involved as he is 
now when he got to Rider, however, each organization 
correlated back to his passions. He was introduced 
to the poet’s club after he performed a poem on the 
Black Lives Matter movement following an event 
where he amazed an audience of  people at a talent 
show during Welcome Week of  his freshman year. 
The club then reached out and his involvement grew 
larger. Green can showcase his creative side with his 
duties as a member of  the SEC, loving that he can 
show people some things they may not have seen 
before. 

 Hearing about such a jam-packed schedule can be 
intimidating. He has the duties of  a student-athlete 
with a full course load and an array of  organizations. 
However, Green’s motivational mindset allows him to 
view his schedule as a positive.

“As far as managing those things. It’s not difficult, 
I feel as though you can make time for the things 
that you want to make time for,” Green said. “A busy 
schedule also allows me to cut out the distractions in 
my schedule, so that time that I could be spending 
hanging out with friends, I’m actually replacing that 
stuff  with things that will hold weight in the future. So 
it’s a way to keep me from the temptations and a way 
to keep myself  away from the distractions.”

Green’s time at Rider is not over yet, he has plans 
to continue raising the standards even higher through 
his well-rounded involvement on campus in athletics, 
academics and everything in between.

“I am most proud of  everything that I’m 
accomplishing right now as far as being in these 
clubs and these organizations, breaking records at 
Rider,” Green said. “I can honestly say that one 
of  my biggest lifetime accomplishments is being a 
student at Rider. And that can be interpreted however 
people want to take that; it’s a lot of  things, it’s a lot 
of  accomplishment, a lot of  success that is happening 
now at Rider for me.”

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

For James Green, involved is an understatement
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