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53 practice rooms promised with no permits yet

I

By Stephen Neukam

Stephanie Jessiman/The Rider News

N continued preparation for its plan to consolidate Westminster Choir
College (WCC) to the Lawrenceville campus in September 2020, Rider
announced plans for 53 total practice rooms at the school by fall 2021 in
a Nov. 13 email from Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
DonnaJean Fredeen.
The email, which stated that it would follow best practices supported
by the National Association of Schools of Music of one practice room
per 10 students, elaborated on the timeline of each of the renovation
and construction projects that are part of the $16 million to $20 million
consolidation plan.
In addition to the 14 existing practice rooms on the Lawrenceville
campus, renovations to Gill Chapel will include 13 new practice rooms
and a proposed six new rooms in Kroner Hall are projected to be ready
by fall 2020, according to the email. Also, 20 more practice rooms are
expected to be included in the Fine Arts Center addition that is slated to
be completed by fall 2021.
However, the university has yet to apply for permits through Lawrence
Township. According to its Planning and Zoning Board, the process for
getting a permit approved usually takes three to four months.
Vice President for Facilities and University Operations Michael
Reca said that the planning for the renovations and additions has been
underway for months. Once the internal approvals for the designs are
given, said Reca, the university will move for permits.
“We are on schedule to have all of these permit documents and
applications submitted in January,” said Reca. “From there, we anticipate
having approvals for interior renovations in February and begin work on
the projects. Shortly thereafter, we are looking to get land use approvals
and begin construction on the building expansion projects.”
Reca said the proposed dates for permit
SEE CHAPEL
Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs DonnaJean Fredeen revealed plans for 53 practice rooms in a Nov. 13 applications and construction align with the
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renovations scheduled for Omega House, Gill
email to the Rider community.
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By Qur’an Hansford

mayors sat down for a panel
discussion about the county’s quality of water
on Nov. 13 at an event hosted by the Rebovich
Institute for New Jersey Politics.
The panel consisted of Trenton Mayor Reed
Gusciora, Lawrence Mayor Christopher Bobbitt,
Hopewell Township Mayor Kristin McLaughlin, Ewing
Mayor Bert Steinmann and Jeff Martin, the mayorelect of Hamilton.
The discussion was led by Missy Rebovich, a Rider
alumna and director of government affairs for New
Jersey Future, a non-profit organization based in
Trenton focusing on making New Jersey a “one-of-akind state”, where she is an emerging expert on state
water issues.
“Right now we have two areas in New Jersey that
are getting a lot of attention for having lead in its water,
Newark and Trenton [the main issue being lead]. In
Flint, Michigan, that was not the case. There was lead,
there was iron, there is also something I love to talk
about and that is fecal bacteria,” said Rebovich.
There is not a source of water that naturally has
lead in it when water runs from the main line to the
service line, which connects underground, up the front
steps and into the home, according to Rebovich.
If the service line contains lead then there is a
possibility of having lead in the water, which is typically
seen in homes built prior to 1940, when lead pipes were
common, according to Rebovich.
In late September, Rider experienced a water
contamination scare when the water disinfection
process was disrupted by chlorination levels dropping
too low due to an equipment malfunction in the
water distribution system. Trenton Water Works
advised residents in Trenton, Hamilton Township,
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Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics

Mercer County mayors discuss water quality issues at Rebovich event

BRONCS BURNED BY
ASU

The men’s basketball team
lost 92-55 at Arizona State
on Nov. 17.
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Mercer County mayors (left to right) Christopher Bobbit,
Reed Gusciora, Jeff Martin, , Kristin McLaughlin and Bert
Steinmann sit down for water quality discussion in Brossman
Sweigart Hall moderated by Missy Rebovich (center right.)
Ewing Township, Lawrence Township and Hopewell
Township to boil their water before using it to cook,
clean or consume.
Gusciora reassured the safety of Mercer’s water and
that the problem of lead does not come from the water
but from the pipes.
“Let’s start from the source… Trenton is the second
oldest water system in the nation and we do have old
pipes. We service four communities besides Trenton —
Ewing, Hamilton, Lawrence and Hopewell. Hopewell
is new enough that they do not have lead line pipes that
they have to be concerned about. So, Hopewell is proof
that there is no lead in the actually water source,” said
Gusciora.
Steinmann stressed the importance of limiting
scientific jargon when interacting with their
constituents and said that more simple communication
would be effective.
“Our entire township is dependent on Trenton
Water Works, we have no other sources other than
the city of Trenton. What I found out is the warnings

go out through the Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) use such language that the majority
of individuals do not understand what those chemicals
are. When we met with the DEP on a number of
occasions to try to simplify and use everyday words
that everybody can understand. Not everybody is an
engineer, not everybody is a chemist,” said Steinmann.
The Mercer County mayors collectively said they
plan to provide aid in efforts for safer water.
“We do recognize some residents do not have the
money to replace [the service line] and because it is
a public health issue we have offered to replace the
service line to the curb and the curb to the house. It is
estimated between $2,000 to $5,000 to replace those
lines. We have bonded money to do that at no greater
cost than $1,000 per homeowner,” said Gusciora.
Junior political science major and Rider resident
Rhea Fryer was not overly worried about the water
advisory press release in September.
“My mind initially went to wondering if there was
lead in the water and what actions would be taken, but
after reading more about it I was not as alarmed,” said
Fryer.
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
and Lawrence Township resident Kelly Bidle expressed
her thoughts about the mayors’ panel and how the
water scare affected her.
“I was pleased to see Rider University
Communications and RiderAlert messaging throughout
the duration of the water issue on campus. This... gave
me confidence that the proper officials were working
on the issue and keeping our population safe,” said
Bidle. “It was another great example of the Rebovich
Institute programming — bringing excellent speakers
and panelists to campus to discuss relevant issues that
affect our community.”

QUESTIONS FOR QUR’AN

LET YOUR HAIR DOWN

Rider’s open campus policy raises the
question about student safety.

Rider’s “Hair” promotes peace and
love.
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BY STEPHEN NEUKAM

Daly Double

Shattered

This isn’t free. On Nov. 16 at 7:15 p.m., a male student
had a non-student guest with him who snuck into
Daly Dining Hall while employees were busy helping
other students. The student and his friend were
approached by Gourmet Dining staff and left the
dining hall. The student came back later with three
other individuals who were students and staff was
able to identify him when he returned. The student
was referred to the Office of Community Standards.

Don’t slam the door. On Nov. 15 at 8:45 a.m.,
Public Safety responded to a call from Facilities
Management informing them of a broken window
pane on a door that leads to the Cavalla Room. The
glass was fractured but still in the frame. It is not
believed that the damage was caused by someone
striking it, but rather that it was probably caused
by the door being slammed. Facilities Management
taped the glass until they were able to replace it.

Sprinkler Shower

Waterworks. On Nov. 13 at 10:48 a.m., Public Safety
responded to a fire sprinkler activation in the Mercer
Room in Daly Dining Hall. Officers evacuated the
dining hall and determined that the sprinkler was
actively flowing. Officers turned the sprinkler off
from its source outside of Daly Dining Hall and the
alarm was silenced. People who were evacuated were
allowed back in. Facilities Management was on scene
to repair the sprinkler and to clean up the water on
the floor.
— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim
Flatley

Westminster students react to practice room update
Chapel, the interior of the Fine Arts Center and Moore Library.
Freshman sacred music major Jordan Klotz said that the plans for “adequate”
facilities were not going unnoticed, but he was suspicious of the timing of the
announcement.
“It worries many students that this process is being unnecessarily rushed without
thorough explanation as to why,” said Klotz. “Frankly, it seems like this came in
response to the lawsuit. The administration does not like that students have chosen
to resist in such a public manner, so it puts out statements like this to construct a
facade that everything will be OK. We hope that it will be.”
On Oct. 29, a group of 71 WCC students, led in part by Klotz, filed a lawsuit
against Rider in an attempt to keep the school in Princeton.
Klotz also raised a concern with an interview that Rider President Gregory
Dell’Omo did with WWFM that aired on Oct. 19 in which Dell’Omo said the
renovations in preparation for the WCC consolidation were moves that the
university wanted to do in Lawrenceville regardless.
“In fact, a lot of the changes, all of the editions we are going to be doing for the
Westminster move, are partly connected to the changes we needed to do on our
[Lawrenceville] campus anyway,” said Dell’Omo in the interview.
Senior music education major Max Brey was pleased that the administration
has pledged that practice rooms would be ready for next fall but hoped that the
preparations for WCC students and faculty did not stop at constructing facilities.
“Providing sufficient practice facilities is critical for the university to demonstrate
a commitment to WCC, both for current and future students,” said Brey. “I hope
that the committees are shifting their focus towards the quality of the instruments
inside those practice rooms, and ensemble rehearsal spaces built to accommodate
our needs. While practice rooms are a crucial building block of any quality music
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Projected 53 practice rooms outnumbers same such spaces on the Princeton campus, according to
Fredeen’s email.

program, ensemble facilities have a more immediate impact on the Westminster
experience and product.”

Various parking violations consolidated to “make it a lot easier” for Rider community

T

By Tatyanna Carman

types of parking violations issued by
Public Safety on Rider’s Lawrenceville campus
decreased from 35 to 10 in 2018, according to
Capt. Jim Flatley.
The current 10 vehicle violation categories are decal
violations, unauthorized lot, 15-minute violations,
fire zone violations, handicap violations, parking on
roadway, parking/driving on grass, speeding, careless
driving and other.
The Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and
Planning and Secretary to the Board Debbie Stasolla
said that the process to de escalate violations started
in the summer of 2018 when Public Safety was
presented with a question from a student task force
on enforcement that the vice president of student
affairs at that time organized. The question asked was
about the students believing the parking fines at Rider
were higher than at other institutions. Stasolla said
Public Safety found that the fines were on par with
other institutions, however it found that the parking
violations list was “extensive” and “way too complex.”
“We originally had a much more extensive list
of violations that were really more applicable to a
municipality and were not things that we in Public
Safety necessarily enforced. So there were things like
failure to signal right, failure to signal left. We don’t
focus on that. We focus primarily on safety, so traffic
and parking violations that deal with safety,” she said.
This reduction was implemented last academic year
according to Stasolla. The price of the fines stayed the
same.
Director of Public Safety James Waldon said, “Over
the last four years we have issued an average of 6,512

Rider University

HE different

Student Victoria Grisanzio shared her thoughts on the ticketing
process at Rider.

tickets per academic year on the Lawrenceville Campus
and an average of 193 tickets per academic year on the
Princeton Campus. Over the last four years we have
received an average of $134,743 in fines per academic
year on the Lawrenceville campus and an average of
$6,231 in fines per academic year on the Princeton
campus. All funds collected go into the university’s
general fund.”
She also mentioned that there were more changes
made by Public Safety the last academic year to
accommodate students by making the former freshman
commuter parking lot, near the Ben Cohen Field at
the back of campus, an open lot as a response to an
increase in capacity.
Another change was applied in spring 2019 where
Public Safety, in collaboration with the Association for
Commuter Students, issued that resident students were

allowed to park in front of the Bart Luedeke Center
(BLC) and in the lot behind Fine Arts. This academic
year, Public Safety also allowed for parking in Poyda
Hall’s lot during the same time slot. Stasolla also
explained that parking will be explored again for the
addition to the Fine Arts Center and the consolidation
of Westminster Choir College.
However, former commuting student and junior
dance major Victoria Grisanzio expressed her issue
with Public Safety’s ticketing process and parking
regulations.
She said she received two parking tickets, one in fall
2018 and one in spring 2019. The first was for parking
in the resident lot during the time that freshman
commuters had to park in the back of campus while
the second was for parking in the lot that she had a
sticker for, but was using her father’s car. The latter
ticket was appealed. She explained her attempted
appeal for the first ticket.
“After you’re a freshman, you are told that you can
park in the lot in front of the BLC, rather than having
to park behind Poyda or in the CZR lot,” Grisanzio
said. “I was told that and the woman that gave me
the decal on the first day of classes circled the lot [on
a map of the lot in front of the BLC] and I was like
‘perfect’. She circled the whole lot and not pointing
out that there’s one area designated for residents and
one for commuter students. And also meanwhile, the
commuter student lot is very small and I didn’t know
that. There was no clear communication.”
Grisanzio added that another issue with the
parameters of that ticket
SEE RESIDENT
was the slight mark to
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Students comment on parking violation tickets and give suggestions to Public Safety
resident parking area and the commuter parking area, which is identified by a “very
thin blue line that’s on the ground.” She also expressed that the signs that identify
non-freshman resident parking and non-freshman commuter parking faces the CZR
lot and is not visible to people that are parking in other rows, aside from those in the
first row.
She is now a resident at the Steven R. Beckett ‘74 and Sharon McDonaldBeckett Village and said that she wished there was more parking available due to the
isolation of the area from the rest of campus.
Grisanzio suggested that Public Safety should issue warnings rather than tickets
for some cases and take into consideration the other responsibilities students have on
campus.
“We have a lot on our plate and sometimes the last thing we’re thinking about is
parking in the right place, especially since there’s so many of us and we have a very
limited amount of parking available,” she said.
Commuter and junior communications major Elizabeth Curcio gave her advice
to students on avoiding parking tickets.
“Public Safety has to give more of their time to more serious damages instead of
just ticketing students in the parking lot. I know a lot of people have gotten tickets
for being in the wrong lot, sometimes there are no spots in your arranged lot so you
have to park somewhere else,” said Curcio.
She also said that students should get to campus early if they want to get a spot in
the correct lot and not get a ticket.
Grisanzio also gave advice to students on how to avoid getting parking tickets.
“I don’t want to tell students to completely abide by all the parking regulations
that we have because I don’t agree with all the parking regulations that we have,” she
said. “So I would just tell them, if you really don’t want the ticket, just be as cautious
as possible and to think outside the box and consider a blue line on the concrete to
be a separation that’s going to get you a ticket or not get you a ticket. So, really, think
outside the box.”
Stasolla advised students to take advantage of student escort services and not go
to your car late at night by yourself. She also expressed how she felt on the issue of
parking at Rider and how it transcends the university itself.
“I know it’s tough. I was a student, a long time ago, I was a commuter student
for two years and parking is the number one complaint no matter what institution
you attend,” said Stasolla. “It’s just what it is. You’re never going to make everyone
happy, but we try to assign parking and we’ve done it in consultation of SGA
[Student Government Association] and students in the past, we have a contractual
obligation with the faculty union to ensure parking near the buildings where their
offices are located. So we’ve got all these constituents we’ve got to keep in mind and
so we do our best to do that.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Maiah Guthridge/The Rider News
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The Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and Planning and Secretary to the Board Debbie Stasolla
shared parking regulations and updates on parking as a result of the planned rennovations to the Fine
Arts Building.
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Allison Weidhaas speaks on her sexual assault and why she came forward

R

By Hailey Hensley

sexual assault are ever-present problems
in today’s society. According to the Rape, Abuse
and Incest National Network (RAINN) every 73
seconds an American is assaulted. One such rape
survivor also happens to be a faculty member at Rider.
Allison Weidhaas is an associate professor in the
Department of Communication and Journalism and
also serves as the director of the master’s of arts in
business communication and health communication.
Weidhaas has been at Rider since 2013.
On Nov. 12, Weidhaas held a talk entitled “I Came
Forward” where she discussed a horrific experience
she endured in the early 2000s, as well as who she
has become since then and precautions other people
should take.
Weidhaas opened her talk by discussing the thing
she feels defines her the most — her family.
“I am a wife, my husband is actually in the
audience today. I’m a mom,” said Weidhaas.
She smiled in a way that lit up her whole face as
she described the circumstances of a photo of her
children she flashed on the screen behind her.
However, the talk soon took a turn to a much
darker subject matter as Weidhaas began to tell the
story of a date she went on in 2003.
“Online dating was a fairly new thing in 2002…
but I decided I was going to try it. I joined one of the
most popular dating sites at the time, Match.com,” she
said. “I went on a few dates and it was nothing special,
I didn’t see them again. Then around the end of
2002, I started exchanging messages with a man who’s
screen-name was Dr. Jeff.”
Weidhaas then explained that he told her he was
a doctor in a local emergency room (ER) and that he
was interested in meeting a career-driven woman.
Weidhaas does not recall who messaged who first on
the dating site.
Weidhaas and the man exchanged many messages
and had several long phone conversations. Weidhaas
said he seemed “attractive” and “like a reasonable
person” on the phone.
According to Weidhaas, in January of 2003 “Dr.
Jeff ” suggested they meet in person. He recommended
they meet at a brew-pub in center-city Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, after work on a weeknight.
So, they did just that. Weidhaas drove into

Stephanie Jessiman/The Rider News
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Allison Weidhaas felt it was important to share her story to
make other people safer and spread awareness.

Philadelphia after work, fully intending to drive home
that evening as she had work the following day.
“That [driving home] wasn’t what happened that
evening. I had a drink. We ordered a sampling of
different beers… and then I ordered a pint. I made
one mistake that evening, and I hope that you can
learn from it,” she said. “I had to go to the bathroom,
and I left my drink on the table. He seemed like a
nice guy, we were at an upscale pub. I went to the
bathroom and I came back and I never thought twice
about it because I trusted that person at the time.”
She then described feeling “weird” as the night
progressed. She said she felt “quite unlike herself.”
“I am typically a very articulate person, but I had
a really hard time putting words together and an even
more difficult time understanding what he was saying
to me.”
Weidhaas says the man told her she had probably
had too much to drink and began to speak to her in
medical jargon she had a hard time understanding
while she was feeling so “off.”
The man then suggested they return to his home,
and with Weidhaas not feeling like herself, she went
with him.
“Looking back, I can remember weaving back and
forth as we walked out of the bar. Nobody thought
twice about this. He lived in an upscale apartment.
We had to walk past a doorman who checked us in.
Sometimes I wonder why no one asked what was

wrong with me,” she said.
Weidhaas then described fleeting, fuzzy memories
of his apartment and view of the Philadelphia skyline.
She explained that as the night progressed, it became
harder to remember, despite not consuming any more
alcohol.
“There are whole parts of that night that I just
can’t account for. I blacked out. I had never blacked
out, before or since then. But I blacked out and I was
date-raped,” she said.
Weidhaas said that much later that night, she woke
up, got dressed and left his apartment as quickly as she
could. She returned to her parents’ home that night
and even went to work the next day. She said she felt
“terrible” and couldn’t piece together the night before,
nor did she know what to do with the information she
had.
“If I came forward and exposed this person, this
ER doctor, who would believe me?” said Weidhaas.
But several years later, she did just that. She was
in bed studying for an exam and just so happened
to see a TV news story and the face of the man who
assaulted her. He had been tried for date-raping three
women, and he had been acquitted of all charges.
There was visible dismay in the crowd as she said
this, with one audience member even outwardly
exclaiming how upset he was.
However, that same newscast revealed that the
man would be tried again after several other women
stepped forward.
Weidhaas then knew she had to step forward. She
reported her assault to a rape hotline and was quickly
brought into the case after telling her story to law
enforcement.
They then moved on to try the man for Weidhaas’s
rape, as well as that of several other women. He was
convicted on two counts of sexual assault, a lesser
charge than rape.
The man was sentenced to 21 years in the state
of Pennsylvania and Weidhaas says he is currently
eligible for parole. She says she testifies at every parole
hearing to “make sure he doesn’t get out.”
Junior psychology major Alexis Ward said, “This
was an incredibly important event and I am so proud
of Dr. Weidhaas for being brave enough to share her
story in front of her students and peers. That is truly
inspiring of her.”

Rider deemed a Green College by the Princeton Review for the tenth-consecutive year

F

OR the tenth year in a row, Rider has been named a Green College by the
Princeton Review. Since the creation of the guide in 2010, Rider has been
recognized each year for its attention to the environment and its efforts to keep
the campus green.
According to the University press release by Adam Grybowski, Rider made its
initial commitment to sustainability in 2007 when the university signed a charter
called the Carbon Commitment, which mainly works to make college campuses
more environmentally friendly. The importance of an environmentally-friendly
campus is an ever-growing factor in the decision of what university to attend, and
with that, Rider’s dedication and attention to the environment continues to grow.
Rider’s Sustainability Manager Melissa Greenberg commented on the
recognition of the campus’s efforts to better the environment.
“It feels good to know that Rider continues to get recognized for being a green
campus and that we have not strayed from the path that we are on,” she said.
Brianne Gallina, a senior and Eco-Rep for the Office of Sustainability, was
thrilled to hear the news. She has been involved with the Office of Sustainability
for three years. Gallina sees this recognition as confirmation that, “the Rider
community is on the right track.”
“We are taking the necessary steps to reduce our carbon footprint,” Gallina said.
Rider has been able to stay on the path to sustainability by creating plans to
reduce the campus’s carbon footprint and energy usage. The next step for the
Office of Sustainability is the Energy Master Plan. This plan will work to reduce
energy usage in campus buildings, and introduce “renewable energy to our campus
as well as other forms of on campus energy production and storage,” according to
Greenberg.
In previous years, the Office of Sustainability has completed other campus
initiatives such as the Carbon Neutrality Plan and the Campus Master Plan.
These large-scale plans definitely put Rider on the map as a green campus, but
there are also plenty of tasks that students and faculty can do to keep the campus
green.
“The main things students could easily do to help make the campus greener
would be to make good choices when it comes to their energy use, water use,
recycling and getting educated about global environmental issues,” Greenberg said.
“Simple things like shutting off light switches, unplugging electrical devices and
appliances, sorting and disposing of their trash and recycling properly.”
Additionally, campus programs including Terracycle or Cupanion/Fill it
Forward, among others, are simple day-to-day tasks in which students can

The Office of Sustainability

By Gabrielle Waid

The efforts and initiatives completed by the Office of Sustainability at Rider has contributed to the University’s
naming as a Green College.
contribute to an eco-friendly environment.
Any student looking to be hands-on with sustainability on campus should
check out the upcoming events from the Office of Sustainability such as, America
Recycles Day, which will take place on Nov. 14 at 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
Student Recreation Center Atrium. In the spring, there will be other events such as
the continuation of the Green Film series and a shared reading event hosted by Erin
Brockovich.
Students can also get involved with green programs and initiatives by joining the
Rider Green Team. Those interested can email broncsgogreen@rider.edu for more
information.
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The man behind the language of “Game of Thrones” talks the talk
OR many,

thinking ‘I want to learn every language
on the planet,’ is a crazy, unrealistic idea. This is
the thought that drove Peter J. Davidson to take
courses in college for Arabic, Russian and Middle
Egyptian. This is also the thought that led him to
create the fictional languages known as Dothraki and
High Valyrian from the hit television series “Game of
Thrones.”
The language course that inspired Davidson
to create his own dialect was his Esperanto class.
Esperanto is an international form of communication
that was created in 1887 by L. L. Zamenhof and is
still used today. In a presentation for his book, “Art of
Language,” Davidson discussed some important tips
on how to create a language.
There needs to be consistency, the created words
need to make sense and not change when using
different tones and phrases. Words need to have
functionality, such as having past, present and future
tenses so sentences flow better. Lastly, the language
needs to have originality and be authentic.
An example Davidson used for a language with
excellent authenticity was Rikchik which was created
by Denis Mokowitz. The language is a series of
symbols that aliens can create using their tentacles to
communicate with one another.
When asked about the process of his own
languages, Davidson said that he had to depend on
the books to help with pronunciation, grammar and
sound from the names of High Valryian and Dothraki
speakers. Although the books helped him with
creating the language, the series was not finished and
Davidson had to depend on the first four books.
Davidson said the biggest obstacle while creating

ADVERTISEMENT

languages for “Game of Thrones”
was that he “didn’t have control over
the universe,” obstructing the ability
to create the entirety of the language
at once but instead making it a long,
continuous process.
Overall, Davidson’s favorite part
of building the languages in “Game
of Thrones” was the ability to create
the words because it told “the story
of the people” in the collection. The
presentation brought a lot of insight
on the creative and challenging world
of linguistics.
Chair of Languages, Literatures
and Cultures Maria Villalobos gave
students the opportunity to see the
Peter J. Davidson, creator of the Dothraki and High Valryian languages from “Game of
creation and process behind some of Thrones,” spoke at Rider about his inspirations for language creation and the methods he
their favorite shows.
used to build an aspect of the television show.
While the event taught students and
professors a lot about linguistics, behind the scenes,
Villalobos said that she organized this event “to
Villalobos went through a lot of hard work to plan this
showcase the transformative power of language
presentation.
learning and how a requirement could open a myriad
“[This was] hard work since this process required
of possibilities.”
complex logistics,” she said.
The presentation showed how language goes
Planning the event also involved a lot of back-andbeyond everyday life and can be used in a creative
forth between her team and Davidson’s team.
form. This helps the viewers feel more immersed
First, a negotiation needed to occur between
in what they are watching and helps build a culture
Villalobos and Davidson’s agent which would then
within the show.
lead to her convincing her donors that the event
The event left students educated on the intricacies
was worth the cost. Then, both parties had to find a
of linguistics, and both “Game of Thrones” fans and
date that did not have many other conflicting events
language students alike were able to enjoy Davidson’s
scheduled but also worked with the speaker’s schedule,
talk on the topic.
Villalobos explained. Finally, a contract was discussed
and advertising for the event begun.
Courtesy of Rider University
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Dancing to the rhythm of silence: RHA’s silent disco

O

By Christian McCarville

Courtesy of Residence Hall Association (RHA)

Courtesy of Residence Hall Association (RHA)

N Nov. 16, the Residence Hall Association (RHA) hosted a unique event in the
Cavalla Room. This event, known as Silent Disco, attracted a large crowd and
featured lots of fun, dancing and music.
Beginning at 8 p.m., students entered the Cavalla Room and received a pair
of bluetooth headphones to use during the event. These headphones were collectively
connected to a laptop which played the music.
The main purpose of the event was for all attendees to have the same music
streamed to their headphones and were encouraged to dance around and have a good
time. While the Cavalla Room itself was mostly silent, music filled the ears of all
attending students as they danced with friends and classmates.
Sociology major and RHA vice president Gina Ceccarelli explained that RHA
wanted to implement a new type of event into campus life at Rider.
“We thought it would be a really fun and creative event for Rider students. There’s
never really been anything like it on campus before,” said Ceccarelli.
The Silent Disco was glow themed, all of the headphones were able to glow in the
dark. The lights in the Cavalla Room were turned off so that the glow could be fully
seen.
Sophomore arts administration major Ethan Manton described his enjoyable
experience at Silent Disco.

It was lights out in the Cavalla Room as Silent Disco took over with its glow theme. All students were
given their own pair of headphones that lit up the darkness.

“Overall Silent Disco was a fabulous time. I was nervous about being able to listen
to songs that I liked, but being able to request songs and enjoy being around my friends
was an overall great time,” said Manton.
All students were able to make requests for songs that they wanted to hear through
the headphones. This addition to the event allowed attendees to become further
integrated into the Silent Disco experience.
Students also found it very entertaining to remove their headphones and listen to the
sounds in the Cavalla Room.
“My favorite part of Silent Disco was taking off my headphones and listening to the
entire room sing along to absolutely no music,” said Manton.
The Silent Disco was surely a huge success and the many students who attended
were certainly not disappointed.
“Depending on what song came on, you could see students faces light up,” said
Ceccarelli. “The turnout was pretty great for it being our first year doing it.”

Gabrielle LaVerdi/The Rider News

Silent Disco is a brand new event hosted by Rider’s Residence Hall Association (RHA). “We thought it
would be a really fun and creative event for Rider students,” said RHA Vice President Gina Ceccarelli.

O

They are all members of the “tribe” which is a political hippie group living in
New York during the “Age of Aquarius.” They struggle with many themes that were
prevalent in the 1960s, such as the sexual revolution and anti-war sentiments.
Claude also deals with social and political pressures emphasized by his conservative
parents. Claude must ultimately decide if he should accept the draft and serve in
Vietnam or avoid it like his friends have.
Junior technical theater major and stage manager Nicole Nilsson believed “Hair” to
be an important production for 2019 despite the show premiering in the late ‘60s.
“So many of the issues we spoke about in the ‘60s are a problem today,” Nilsson
said. “It reminds people that we still have these problems to solve. It is a show that
handles our society in a way that highlights what our human nature wants and what
we are doing. We can see parallels of then and now.”
Some of the issues discussed, Nilsson notes, include wartime struggles in America,
racial diversity and protesting, amongst others.
“I have learned quite a bit from this process actually. It’s amazing how this show
resonates still so strongly 50 years later that it moves me to tears during our last song
on stage every night,” said Pereto. “As an actor, it’s really helped me learn how to be
vulnerable on stage for a whole audience to see, but more than that, it’s shown me how
important these pieces we perform can be. It’s shown me how important it is to spread
love to others, because in the end, all we have is each other.”

By Christian McCarville

NE of the most interesting and unique musicals in the world of theater is “Hair.”
The musical originally opened on Broadway in April 1968. The show was
monumental for its racially diverse cast and use of rock music, defining the genre
that came to be known as “rock musical.”
To the excitement of many, this production will come to Rider’s campus beginning
on Nov. 20. Performances will also take place on Nov. 21 and 22 at 7:30 p.m., Nov
23 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and Nov. 24 at 2 p.m. This musical will be performed by
students in Rider’s musical theater program and will take place in the Yvonne theater.
It will be directed by Robin Levine.
Tickets for the show can be purchased at the door or ordered online. They will
be $25 for adults and $20 for seniors and non-Rider students. Students at Rider can
purchase their ticket at a discounted price of $5.
The musical itself is emblematic of the late 1960s and the rise of the hippie
counterculture. The plot is centered around the character, Claude, alongside his friend
Berger and roommate Sheila.
Senior musical theater major Dante Pereto will play Berger in the
production.“Berger is one of the leaders of the tribe along with Claude, but whereas
Claude is purely the intellect, Berger is fully ego. He serves as this kind of leader that
truly embraces his freedom in every possible way, good or bad,” said Pereto.

Courtesy of Paige Ewing

“Hair” brings love, locks and liberation to Rider Get groovy with pictures from “Hair” rehearsals

Senior musical theatre major Elise Shangold (left) and junior musical theatre major Dante Pereto
play Sheila and Berger, the love interests of “Hair.”

Senior musical theatre major Jordan Reeder (left) as Hud and sophomore acting major Annie Challice as a
member of the ensemble.

Courtesy of Paige Ewing

Courtesy of Paige Ewing

(From left to right) Senior musical theater major Bri’yon Brinson, senior musical theater major
Etta Grover and sophomore acting major Annie Challice perform in “Hair.”

Courtesy of Paige Ewing

Courtesy of Paige Ewing

“Hair” covers topics such as war, love and drug use, set in the late 1960s.

Senior musical theatre major Bri’yon Brinson (left) and junior musical theater major
AnaNicole Rumley share an intimate moment during rehearsals.
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O

N Nov. 12, former NFL athlete
Colin Kaepernick tweeted,
“I’m just getting word from
my representatives that the
NFL league office reached out to
them about a workout in Atlanta
on Saturday. I’ve been in shape and
ready for this for three years, can’t
wait to see the coaches and GMs on
Saturday.”
Since Kaepernick’s three-yearlong protest of racial injustice,
specifically, police brutality, it is safe
to say that he was blackballed in
the NFL for what they thought was
a protest of the national anthem.
Ultimately, to many, the protest of
the national anthem is a protest
against veterans and a protest
against America.
At the beginning of Kaepernick’s
protest he showed his solidarity
to his cause by sitting out of the
national anthem as a whole, but
army veteran Nate Boyer expressed
his criticisms with that strategy and
suggested he kneel instead. Thus,
started the end to a new beginning.
“Even though my initial reaction
to your protest was one of anger, I’m
trying to listen to what you’re saying
and why you’re doing it. When I
told my mom about this article, she
cautioned me that ‘the last thing our
country needed right now was more
hate.’ As usual, she’s right. So I’m
just going to keep listening, with an
open mind. I look forward to the day
you're inspired to once again stand
during our national anthem. I'll be
standing right there next to you.
Keep on trying,” said Boyer.
After being ridiculed, threatened,
endorsed by Nike and the face of
a movement bigger than himself
all in the matter of three years,
Kaepernick still has the desire to go
back to the NFL.
Kaepernick wanting to go back
to league raised the question if
the former quarterback was going
against his own cause by wanting to
continue to work for an institution
that worked so hard to keep him out.
I first want to acknowledge
Kaepernick’s overall love for the
sport of football and that if any of
us were in a position to do what
they love professionally and be paid
immensely for it, we would. But, I
cannot help to think that there is

some sort of catch in going back to
work for the NFL.
The NFL has declared that any
players kneeling during the national
anthem will now be hit with a
fine, according to business news
publication Quartz.
Judging by the racial
demographic it make sense as to
why. When Kaepernick began to
kneel many black athletes followed
suit, which ultimately lost the NFL a
lot of money.
“While 70% of NFL players
are black, [compared to the] 9%
of [black] managers in the league
office. And as for team CEOs
or presidents — the ones chiefly
responsible for deciding what to do
about kneeling — it’s exactly 0%,”
according to Quartz.
As for his Nov. 16 workout,
Kaepernick announced that same
afternoon he would be moving his
workout 59 miles away from the
original location to a high school —
30 minutes before the workout was
schedule. So, instead of 32 teams to
watch him play, only eight showed
up.
“I have been ready for three
years, I have been denied for three
years,” said Kaepernick. “We are
waiting for the 32 owners, the 32
teams to stop running, stop running
from the truth and stop running
from the people. We are out here, we
are ready to play.”
I truly believe that if Kaepernick
wanted to play football he would
do so elsewhere, but because he is
bound to this cause and has willingly
put his livelihood and reputation
on the line, I think he has a point to
prove. However, if signing a contract
with the NFL means silencing
himself and what he fought so hard
to build, then sadly it was all for
nothing.

CORREC TION
Nov. 13, 2019

Due to an editing error, a letter from Jane Rosenbaum of the Department
of English incorrectly attributed the beneficiary of a negotiated guarantee of
employment. Rosenbaum's unedited letter stated that Westminster Dean Marshall
Onofrio "negotiated for himself a secret guarantee of continued employment on
the Lawrenceville campus whether the Princeton campus was sold to Kaiwen or
dissolved altogether."

Courtesy of Creatiive Commons
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environment, share your location with friends or family so someone knows where
you are.
What should I do if I feel like I’m being followed? It’s random I know,
Do not forget to be observant. Be aware of any suspicious figures that seem to
but with all the girls being snatched lately, it could help anyone that
be following you, or even any strange things on your car such as zip-ties or pieces
happens to read this and needs advice. Our campus is open to the public,
of paper. These items can be used by kidnappers to track and follow you.
so anything can happen.
Also, for the allies out there, make sure to check up on your friends. Walk
										your friend to their door, have them call you when you get home and talk to your
						From,
friends about their safety — there can be something you can do to prevent violent
						Followed and Fearful
behavior.
Let me make myself clear, while we are expecting women to “be safe,” we also
Dear Followed and Fearful,
have to talk to the people we enable everyday that prey on innocent people. Asking
Wow, thank you for submitting your urgent question, especially at this time
women what they could have done differently to prevent this violence is dismissive
when there seems to be an increase in missing persons and buzz around sex
and victim-blaming. Women should not have to live in fear of someone taking
trafficking. I want to remind you all that I am a young woman of this student body
advantage of them. Women should be able to dress and walk freely without having
and this question can be difficult to answer because I too tend to look over my
to prepare for the worst. Women must protect themselves from bars, parking
shoulder from time to time. However, I am going to relay some advice I have been
lots, gas stations and even their own homes. No more telling women to “be safe”
given:
without making the world a safer place for women.
Although, I will acknowledge that anyone can fall victim to abduction, there
seems to be a target toward women, so my advice is for the ladies.
Please defend yourselves. Holding keys in between the knuckles is an old school
								From,
trick that can serve as a weapon, a sharp object that can cut through the skin.
								Qur'an
Mace, an aerosol self-defense spray is also a very popular defense mechanism that
is small and easy to carry.
Let someone know where you are at all times, especially if you are alone.
Whenever you are going somewhere you have an uneasy feeling about the

GREEN CORNER

Reasons to consider veganism: Crucial for saving the world

Courtesy of Cagle Cartoons

G

OING vegan may seem impossible to you, but
would you reconsider it if you were told that
it would cut your carbon footprint in half ?
What if you were told you could get all of your
needed protein without eating animals? According
to recent news on GreenBiz.com, the food industry
is the single largest catalyst of climate change and is
responsible for a large portion of carbon emissions
and our declining amount of freshwater. A 2006
report from the UN described that the “livestock
sector” is the guiltiest in contributing to environmental
degradation. Shortly after, a follow-up report from
The Guardian advised how veganism was going to
become crucial to saving the world from a climate
disaster and serious food shortages. So how does
veganism help the climate?
Being a vegan is like being a pioneer for climate
activism because each person who is vegan helps to
show others what is possible.
Junior musical theater major and vegan Emily
Goulazian said, “it is our job as humans to become
aware of the things happening around us and to do
our part and being a vegan is definitely a huge step.
It is good for our earth, our animals and our bodies”
Raising livestock to slaughter is responsible for
three-quarters of global consumption of freshwater,
almost half of all land use and, terrifyingly, accounts
for 19% of the world’s greenhouse gases. That’s
one fifth of all emissions and larger than the
transportation sector.
Non-vegans question how one person not
consuming any animal-related products would
change anything, and it’s simple: it’s a domino effect.
The consumer eats less and spends less money on
meat, then the companies follow the money and
produce more plant-based foods. Fewer livestock

raised and manufactured means a significant
decrease in global carbon emissions and a sharp
increase in the amount of freshwater available
for human consumption. In fact, Disney World
has just created 400 new vegan options at it's
park as of Sept. 2019 for this very reason: supply
and demand. As a result, one of the biggest
meat consumers in the world, Disney World, is
significantly producing less meat and therefore,
lowering it's carbon footprint. At Rider, there
are growing meatless options in Daly Dining
Hall. The Rooted station has varying selections
daily, like the newly introduced vegan chicken
nuggets, and the teaching kitchen is a great
resource to be able to fix whatever vegan dishes
you desire.
What does it mean to be a vegan?
As senior musical theatre major and vegan
Lucy Connell put it, “It morphed less into just
a diet and more of a lifestyle as I found more
reasons that it wasn’t just about me, but the
planet as a whole.”
With increasing vegan options and a growing
vegan community, their power is immeasurable
and on the brink of a social revolution.
“We all need to be aware that while we
are small, we have mighty effects. Every little
bit counts towards major change, so we have
to speak out for what we believe in and act!
Becoming a vegan is a strong, simple step that a
person can take to help the future of our entire
planet,” said Connell.
Ashlyn Whiteside
Eco Rep
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Johnson, Mobley put Rider over .500 mark

S

By Dylan Manfre

Carolo Pascale/The Rider News

OPHOMORE guard Amanda Mobley entered the season
tasked with filling the shoes of former starting guard Lexi
Posset. After Mobley scored her career-best 15 points against
Penn State, Head Coach Lynn Milligan needed a strong
performance from her point guard.
Mobley finished with seven points on 3-for-5 shooting from
the field in the Broncs’ 64-57 win in their first-ever meeting with
Xavier in their home opener on Nov. 16.
“After [Posset] leaving, I knew I had to step up a bit,” Mobley
said. “Definitely after Penn State, it really helped my confidence
and made me realize I can stick with everyone and play with
them.”
Senior guard Stella Johnson recorded her 255th career steal
in the third quarter and is now Rider’s all-time leader in the
category. Offensively, she knows she will be double-teamed right
from the start and combatting it never gets easier.
“I have confidence in my teammates so once they start scoring
it opens up my flow to get points also,” Johnson said. “On defense
that’s where I thrive from getting the tips and steals.”
The league named Johnson the Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference (MAAC) and College Sports Madness MAAC Player
of the Week on Nov. 18.
Facing Xavier for the first time in program history after a fiveSenior guard Stella Johnson became Rider’s all-time steals leader after she recorded her 255th career steal against Xavier on Nov. 16.
day break, Milligan mentioned that the Broncs had to go into the
game with the mentality of facing a regular opponent.
“We prepare to make sure we’re playing Rider basketball for a full 40 minutes,”
senior forward Daija Moses, Stella Johnson and Amari Johnson each had four.
she said. “That’s our goal no matter who our opponent is. [Assistant] Coach
Stella Johnson picked up three by halftime.
Marritta [Gillcrease] did a really good job of the scout off of their first two games
The foul trouble forced Milligan to go deep into the bench and bring in some
just breaking down the tendencies that we saw. It’s not a huge sample size but it’s
key reserves such as freshman guard Lauren Saa, who scored her first collegiate
enough to give the ladies of what we were going to be up against.”
bucket on a three-pointer.
After the Broncs started the game on an 11-0 run, Xavier quickly cut the Rider
“As the season goes on you’ll see us go deeper and deeper as our younger kids
lead down thanks to an 11-2 run of its own. Aaliyah Dunham had five of Xavier’s
get more comfortable with game situations, particularly tight situations,” Milligan
11 points over the five minute stretch as the opening quarter came to a close.
said. “I thought Lauren came in and gave us some great minutes, [senior guard
Rider held Xavier’s top shooters, A’riana Gray and Carrie Gross, to a combined
Lexi] Stover, being the veteran, gave great minutes off the bench. Everybody knows
22 of Xavier’s 57 points as the Musketeers needed to rely on their other options
they need to be prepared when their opportunity comes.”
for the scoring. Rider took a four-point lead into halftime and held Xavier to under
After the Broncs and the Musketeers traded buckets in the fourth quarter and
30% shooting from the field in the opening half.
Rider’s lead was cut down to four with one-minute remaining, Milligan thought the
“I think our players did a great job of understanding the scout and knowing
team handled the physical game well.
each of the strengths and weaknesses of how each of their players wanted to try
“We were kind of faced with the same situation at Penn State,” Milligan said.
and score,” Milligan said. “We did a good job of taking away their first option. Our
“We had a lead in the fourth quarter and they were coming at us full court, getting
communication was good and our switches were timely.”
fouled. Amanda and Stella had to handle the ball a lot today in some really tight
Rider looked cautious coming out of the break, yet remained aggressive as it
situations.”
brought its lead up to double-digits for the second time. It held the upper hand
Rider’s next game will be at the MAAC/ASUN Challenge, where it will face
defensively as the team limited Xavier to seven points at the 5:19 third quarter
Lipscomb University of the Atlantic Sun Conference, on Nov. 22 at 2:30 p.m.
media timeout.
A rough game throughout, Rider found itself getting into foul trouble with

VOLLE YBALL

Senior day sweep ties program win record

A

By Tyler McLean

loss to Manhattan, 3-2, on Nov. 13, the
volleyball team defeated Saint Peter’s, 3-0, on
Nov. 16.
Freshman opposite hitter Morgan Romano
successfully swept the season of Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference (MAAC) Rookie of the Week
awards with her 12th consecutive honor on Nov 19.
The closest Romano came to not winning the
honor were her two co-Rookie of the Week honors on
Oct. 15 and Nov. 19.
Rider hosted Manhattan on Nov. 13 looking to tie a
program record with 12 conference wins.
The Broncs had a slow start and dropped the first
set, 25-19. Rider then stormed back to secure the
second and third sets by scores of 25-19 and 25-20.
Rider and Manhattan battled back-and-forth in the
fourth set and the Jaspers ultimately won it, 26-24.
Manhattan maintained its strong play from the
fourth set in the final frame as the Jaspers clinched the
upset over the Broncs with a set score of 15-8.
The Broncs looked again for their 12th conference
win of the season when they hosted Saint Peter’s for
Senior Day on Nov. 16. The Broncs obtained the win
in convincing fashion with a sweep of the Peacocks.
The Broncs won with set scores of 25-15, 25-20
and 25-17. Rider improved to a 15-15 regular-season
record and a 12-6 conference record.
Rider tied a program record with 12 MAAC
wins in Head Coach Jeff Rotondo’s first year at the
helm. Heading into the MAAC tournament, he is
confident in his team’s abilities, but recognized the
improvements that needed to be made before the start

Carolo Pascale/The Rider News

FTER a

Senior hitters Alexa Shello (left) and Evelyn Shanefield (right) helped
the Broncs secure a victory over Saint Peter’s on Nov. 16.
of the tournament.
“We need to find a way to be a little more
consistent with our energy and that is something we
continue to talk to them about. Come out on fire, stay
there, and then shut it off after the game is over,” said
Rotondo.

Senior outside hitter Alexa Shello recorded nine
kills and two blocks on her senior day. Shello noted
multiple things for the team to improve on before the
MAAC tournament.
“We have some things we definitely know we need
to work on,” Shello said. “Energy being one of them,
we know when we are high energy and excited, we
play better and we are super excited about MAAC
play.”
Senior middle hitter Evelyn Shanefield and Shello
combined for 21 kills and four blocks on the match.
With Shanefield’s two blocks on Nov. 16, she
finished her regular-season career just three blocks
away from having the fifth most in Rider history.
Senior libero Rachelle Runyon ended her last
regular season game with nine digs against Saint
Peter’s.
Runyon recorded a team high 543 digs on the
season, which was 268 more than Romano, the
team’s runner up. Runyon sat at fifth most digs in the
program’s history.
Romano recorded 510 kills in her first season. She
is the first Bronc to achieve this since 1993. No player
in the MAAC has had 500 kills in a season since 2009.
Sophomore setter Anilee Sher recorded 44 assists,
which gave her the third most assists in the program’s
history. She ended her second season with a total of
1,091 assists.
Rider begins MAAC tournament play on Nov.
22 against sixth-seeded Quinnipiac in Fairfield,
Connecticut, at 5 p.m.

Nov. 20, 2019
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WRESTLING

Courtesy of Rider Athletics

Rider clinches upset over No. 6 Minnesota

Redshirt senior Dean Sherry pinned Minnesota’s No. 6 ranked Devin Skatzka in the first period on Nov. 15.

R

By Mike Ricchione
EDSHIRT senior

Ryan Cloud was working for a last-second takedown of
Minnesota Golden Gophers redshirt senior Bobby Steveson in the wrestling
team’s match, but ran out of time.
Luckily for Cloud, he was up 1-0 and had sealed the deal for Rider as
the Broncs left Minnesota University’s Williams Arena with an early candidate for
upset of the year, defeating the No. 6 ranked school in the nation.
The moment was surreal for Cloud.
"It took me a second to realize it at first, but once I looked back at my team
and coaches, I realized what we'd just done. I've never seen my team more alive.
I walked over to [Head Coach John] Hangey and got a big hug. He doesn't give
those too often so it was obviously a special moment for him too."
Redshirt junior Jonathan Tropea nearly had a major decision to start things
out at the 125 lb weight class, but an escape at the buzzer by Minnesota's Patrick
McKee cut the lead to seven which allowed the Golden Gophers to limit the
damage from four points to three.
The Broncs went up, 6-0, with Redshirt freshman Chris Wright's decision at the
133 lb weight class. The bout ended, 6-5, after a confusing post-match sequence.
Late in the third period, Jones had Wright on his back momentarily. The official
only had a one-count. Minnesota challenged the call thinking that Wright was on
his back for longer.
For near-fall points to be awarded, a wrestler must be on his back for a
minimum of two seconds. After review, the call stood and Wright officially had the
decision.
Minnesota's Mitch McKee only needed 40 seconds to tie the dual at six when he
pinned redshirt sophomore Herb Edwards.
The Golden Gophers and the Broncs traded decisions in the 149 and 157
lb weight classes respectively as they headed into the intermission tied at nine.
Redshirt senior Jesse Dellavecchia got the decision, 3-2, over Carson Brolsma who
also cut down from 165 lbs.
Redshirt senior Dean Sherry led the Broncs out of the intermission with a big
upset of his own. Sherry cradled All-American Devin Skatzka, ranked No. 6 by
The Open Mat and InterMat at 174 lbs, for a first-period pin.
"During my match I had a game plan to tire him out, being heavy on his
[Skatzka's] head and the opportunity for the cradle kept coming to me," Sherry
said. "All week, I've been working on the setup to the cradle and it benefitted in the
match."
Minnesota got major decisions from Bailee O'Reilly and Owen Webster at the
165 and 184 lb weight classes respectively. Webster's 11-3 victory put Minnesota
up 17-15 before junior Ethan Laird, ranked No. 12 by The Open Mat, won by
decision, 11-4, over Dylan Anderson and took the lead for good.
"A lot of things have to go right to beat a nationally-ranked Big Ten team,
especially in their place," Hangey said after the Minnesota dual. "Our kids wrestled
very well tonight. I'm very proud of them and their effort."
On Nov. 17, the Broncs traveled to Dekalb, Illinois, for their first-ever Mid
American Conference (MAC) dual against Northern Illinois University (NIU).
Tropea won another decision over the Huskies’ Bryce West, 9-8. Wright and
redshirt sophomore Rob Cleary, wrestling at 141 lbs, earned major decisions to put
Rider up 11-0.
Rider was not done upsetting opponents after Minnesota. Redshirt sophomore
George Walton won a 7-6 decision over Northern Illinois’ Brit Wilson, ranked No.
13 by The Open Mat, at 184 lbs.
"Coming off our win versus Minnesota Friday, to travel five hours to NIU and
compete the way they did, I'm very happy with their performance." Hangey said.
Cloud’s family was in Dekalb as they watched him defeat NIU’s Max Ihry via
decision, 8-3.
"Having my family come and watch me wrestle was awesome," said Cloud.
"Living on the west side of Ohio, they have to watch a lot of my matches online.
With that being said, I don't get to see them in person as much as I'd like. Having

them there calmed my nerves and really hyped me up."
After its win over NIU, Rider received national ranking from the National
College Wrestling Association (NCWA). The Broncs were ranked 20th on the
NCWA poll on Nov. 19. The last time Rider was nationally ranked was on Jan. 30,
2018, when it was ranked 21st by the NCWA poll.
Rider had five of its wrestlers nationally ranked by multiple sources.
As of Nov. 19, Jesse Dellavechia was ranked fourth in the 157 lb weight class
by FloWrestling, Dean Sherry was ranked 10th at the 174 lb. weight class by
TrackWrestling, Ethan Laird was ranked 13th by The Open Mat, Jonathan Tropea
was ranked 16th by TrackWrestling and George Walton was ranked 19th at 184 by
Amateur Wrestling News.
The Broncs will have a week-long break between competitions as they will
wrestle in the Keystone Classic at the University of Pennsylvania on Nov. 24.

ADVERTISEMENT
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INSIDE

RIDER DEFEATS TOP TEN OPPONENT

Mike Ricchione recaps the wrestling team’s upset victory
over nationally-ranked Minnesota 21-17 on Nov. 15.
FIND THIS STORY ON PAGE 11

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Carolo Pascale/The Rider News

Broncs lose in blowout at Arizona State

Senior guard Stevie Jordan scored 15 points in Rider’s loss to Arizona State on Nov. 17. The Broncs started the season 2-1 with wins over Coppin State and Delaware State.

T

By Austin Ferguson
HE men’s

basketball team encountered its toughest
opponent of the young season, Arizona State, on
Nov. 17 and lost its first game of the year, 92-55.
The Broncs took the trip to Tempe, Arizona,
and began play in the campus-round games of the Air
Force Reserve Tip-Off Tournament.
After Rider’s initial game of the season, a 90-59
exhibition win over Slippery Rock on Nov. 2, senior
guard Stevie Jordan emphasized that for new players,
the beginning of the season is a learning process.
“They’re still learning,” Jordan said. “With us,
with our team. We just want to keep moving.”
For freshman guard Christian Ings, the
Broncs’ matchup against Arizona State would be
the ultimate learning opportunity.
Ings made his first collegiate start at Arizona
State after redshirt senior guard Kimar Williams
appeared to sustain a lower leg injury in Rider’s win
against Delaware State on Nov. 8.
The first-ever matchup between Rider and Arizona
State began with a hot start from the Broncs. After
both teams traded a bucket in the paint to start the
game, redshirt junior forward Frederick Scott and
Jordan both hit three-point shots and Rider stormed
out to an 8-2 lead heading into the first media
timeout.
The Broncs extended their lead further after
redshirt junior forward Dimencio Vaughn sank a
layup to put Rider up, 10-2.
Rider’s early lead was its only of the game. The
Sun Devils brought a spread-out offensive attack out
of the first timeout and pushed a 19-6 run to take a
21-16 lead through the second media timeout and did
not look back.
Arizona State’s lead grew to as much as 19 after
Sun Devils guard Jaelen House scored his 10th point
of the half with two minutes to go. After Vaughn hit a
pair of free throws, Arizona State re-established that
19 point lead thanks to a fastbreak layup from Arizona
State forward Kimani Lawrence and finished the first
period ahead, 43-24.

Guards Jaelen House and Remy Martin led the
way for Arizona State in the first half and scored 10
and 11 points in the first period, respectively.
For Rider’s offense, the starters accounted for all
24 of the Broncs’ points in the first half. Vaughn led
Rider’s first-half scoring with eight points. Scott, Ings,
senior center Tyere Marshall and Jordan followed
close behind with five, four, four and three points
respectively. Vaughn also led the Broncs in rebounding
with four first-half boards.
Ings started the second half with a basket to
bring Arizona State’s lead to 17, the closest margin

‘‘

We’ve got to come back. It doesn’t
determine who we are. It does not
identify who we are. We’ve just got to
get better.”
Head Coach Kevin Baggett

of the half. The Sun Devils buckled down and
dominated throughout the second half, again led by
House and Martin. House matched his first-half total
with 10 more points in the second half, while Martin
added nine to his total.
On Rider’s side of things, Jordan was the highlight
of the Broncs’ second-half offense and scored 12
points in the second period. All other Rider players,
with the exception of Vaughn, redshirt freshman
forward Tyrel Bladen and freshman guard Khalil
Turner, got on the scoreboard in the second half.
Despite the better spread in scoring, the Broncs
were unable to muster any form of a comeback as
Arizona State won handily, 92-55.
Rider’s biggest struggle against Arizona State came
in three point and free throw shooting. The Broncs
shot an abysmal 14 percent from behind the arc, only
sinking 3 of their 21 attempts from three, and shot
6-for-14, or 23 percent, from the free throw line.
“We got beat,” Head Coach Kevin Baggett said.

“We got punched in the mouth. We’ve got to come
back. It doesn’t determine who we are. It does not
identify who we are. We’ve just got to get better.”
After their loss to Arizona State, the Broncs sit in
second in the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
(MAAC) standings with a 2-1 record. The only team
above Rider in the standings is Manhattan, which is
2-0 after it defeated Delaware State and Albany.
Defending MAAC champion Iona sits tied for last
in the MAAC after it lost to La Salle and Ohio to
start its season. The Gaels share the basement of the
standings with Saint Peter’s, Quinnipiac and Niagara.
Rider will next travel to Amherst, Massachusetts,
to take on the University of Massachusetts (UMass)
on Nov. 20 in its second campus-round game of the
Air Force Reserve Tip-Off Tournament at 7 p.m.
The Broncs are winless against UMass in 10 program
matchups.
On Nov. 23, Rider will begin play in the
Springfield Bracket of the Air Force Reserve Tip-Off
Tournament in Uncasville, Connecticut, when they
take on Columbia at 5 p.m. The result of the Broncs’
matchup will determine their matchup for the next
day.
If Rider defeats Columbia, which it has two wins
against in three tries, it will take on the winner of
Vermont and Central Connecticut State University’s
Nov. 23 matchup at 8:30 p.m. If the Broncs lose, they
will face the loser of Vermont and CCSU at 6 p.m.
Rider’s Nov. 20 game against UMass will air on ESPN+
and both of the Broncs’ Springfield Bracket matchups will air
on ESPN3.

