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A HOWLING GOOD TIME

Rider gets ready for the fourth annual Scream Screen.
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WCC student says consolidation is a “death
sentence.” page 8

RIDER HAS WINLESS WEEK

The men’s soccer team failed to win two overtime
matches. page 12

LGBTQ activist comes to Rider on National Coming Out Day

A
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By Tatyanna Carman

Political activist for LGBTQ+ rights, Staceyann Chin, spoke at the Rue Auditorium about topics touched on in her book, “Crossfire: A
Litany for Survival.”

UTHOR and political rights activist for the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer community (LGBTQ) Staceyann Chin
came to deliver the keynote address for National Coming Out
Day on Oct. 10 in the Rue Auditorium.
In a collaboration between SPECTRUM Pride Alliance, the
Center for Diversity and Inclusion and gender and sexuality studies,
Chin came to discuss her new book, “Crossfire: A Litany for
Survival,” which is a collection of her poetry.
After Pamela Pruitt, the director of the center for Diversity and
Inclusion and SPECTRUM Vice President Caelum Hamilton gave
the introductions for themselves and the speaker, Chin started by
candidly talking about her mental health struggles and the importance
of seeking therapy.
“I’m black, I’m biracial, I’m an immigrant, I’m a lesbian, I’m
a single momma, I’m an artist and I’m a poet.... So I need all the
therapy I can get,” Chin said.
She also encouraged the nearly-full auditorium audience to also
go to therapy. She talked about her experiences as a child in Jamaica
from her first book, “The Other Side of Paradise,” which connected
to issues such as sexual assault, sexual awakening and the parameters
of conformity.
“I was bouncing from house to house many times. So [sexuality]
never dawned on me,” said Chin. “When I was a teenager, I
remember everybody started acting real stupid. All the boys started
telling the dumbest jokes and all the girls would be like ‘Hahaha,’ all
the time. It wasn’t even that funny but, I could not understand what
was going on. But I knew that the trick was that everyone knew you
needed to have a boyfriend. I was like, ‘I
SEE EXPERIENCES
need to get one of them.’”
PAGE 2
Audience members found that her
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Unraveling the mystery: Rider University’s Board of Trustees and its new members

M

ANY things about campus life are shrouded in mystery, and one of the largest
of those, according to many students, is the Board of Trustees. As of July
1, seven new members began their three-year term on the Rider University
Board of Trustees.
According to Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and Planning and Secretary
to the Board Debbie Stasolla, those who become trustees must meet certain
qualifications.
“They [potential trustees] might have expertise in nonprofit administration,
or accounting, in business, in the liberal arts, or even government. We’re looking
for a variety of expertise. But it’s not just the expertise we’re looking for. We want
someone who’s going to be engaged at Rider as a trustee,” Stasolla said.
Stasolla explained that there are several different ways in which someone might
be identified as a candidate for the board of trustees.
“Current trustees may know people and identify them to us. We have University
Advancement, who help with donor relations. They come across people in their
work who they think might make a good board member,” Stasolla said.
After someone is identified as a candidate for the Board of Trustees, all existing
elected members are then allowed to vote on their membership during one of the
board’s quarterly meetings, according to Stasolla.
“The president is the only non-voting member, and they serve in an ex-officio
capacity, which essentially means that they are entitled to that place on the
committee because of their role in the organization, and no matter who served in
that role [university president], they would be on the board,” said Stasolla.
Stasolla made sure to clarify that being a member of the board is far more than
just a title and that there are duties and responsibilities wrapped up in the position,
which are not to be taken lightly.
“Ultimately, it’s the board that takes responsibility for the institution….Being
a trustee is work. It’s an important responsibility to everyone in the University,”
Stasolla said.
Stasolla noted that the Board of Trustees has “ultimate fiduciary responsibility”
to the university, which includes evaluated the president and his administration, as
well as a duty of care, loyalty and obedience according to Stasolla.
Even with the immense responsibilities that come with being a trustee, Stasolla
illuminated the fact that trustees are not involved in the everyday governance of the
university.
“The board does not handle the day-to-day management, that’s why they hire a
president. And the president, in turn, has his administrative staff…,” Stasolla said.
Stasolla explained that the seven new members elected this summer is a slightly
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By Hailey Hensley

Robert Schimek ‘87 currently serves as the chair of Rider University’s Board of Trustees.
larger group than normal.
“We generally like it to be around 30 elected members. The board is working
hard to bring the number of trustees up, and that’s why the class we elected was a
bit larger this time,” Stasolla said.
Junior film, television and radio major Wesley White expressed some confusion
around the duties of the board and its members.
“Honestly, most of the time, I don’t even remember that we have a board of
trustees. No one really talks about them or if they do it’s a brief statement. It’s never
been explained who they are, what they do or why,” White said.
Despite the confusion from students surrounding the board of trustees and what
they do, Stasolla explained that trustees take their job incredibly seriously.
“They really are a group of very caring, committed individuals, who also have a
fiduciary responsibility to the university, which means they sometimes have to make
very tough decisions. But they don’t make any decisions lightly,” she said.
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Theatre Thieves

Westminster Woes

Speakers missing. On Oct. 11 at 4 p.m., Public Safety
received a report that equipment was stolen from
the Spitz Studio Theatre on Oct. 9. Speakers and a
number of microphone stands, two microphones,
power cables, carts, a mixer and a few other items
were taken. There is no known value of the stolen
items. The incident is under investigation and Public
Safety encourages anyone with information to reach
out to its office.

Out of the closet. On Oct. 8, Public Safety received a
report from a staff member in the Play House that two
speakers were last seen on July 29 were no longer in
a closet they were supposed to be in. When the staff
member went to get the speakers for an event in
Bristol Chapel, they realized the equipment was gone.
The value of the speakers was $1,000 in total. There
are no known suspects.

Sign Struggles

Fire safety. On Oct. 11 at 12:55 a.m., officers
responded to a call from Poyda Hall regarding two
fire exit signs that were damaged. Facilities were
contacted to make sure the area was safe because
some wires were hanging in the area. There was no
issue with the wiring and there are no suspects.
— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim
Flatley

Staceyann Chin shares her experiences with Rider community
experiences were informative and made the event
enjoyable. Sophomore TV, film and radio major
Estaban Collado shared his thoughts on the event and
the speaker.
“The event was very insightful. [Chin] was
so theatrical, I really liked how she was able to
incorporate humor while talking about what most of
the time most people would refer to as a very sensitive
topic,” he said.
Chin also talked about her experience in college
and how different the environment and the people
were from her home. But it was also the place where
she had her first crush on a classmate who questioned
the construction of religion.
“So I’m sitting there and she’s talking about like
‘You know, if society is constructed, then maybe
religion is constructed,’” she said. “And I’m like ‘This
[expletive] is going to hell.’ And then she says ‘God
might be constructed also,’ and I’m like ‘Hell, hell,
hell!’ [I] try to move aside, I’m pulling away from her,
but she [is] mad sexy. ‘I’m only here to save your soul.’
And everytime I’m near her, the floor of my belly is
falling out.”
The audience members laughed during her witty
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Staceyann Chin shared stories about herself from her first book,
“The Other Side of Paradise.”
and comical commentary and listened intently to her
stories that had a more serious undertone. She then
shared two more of her poems from her new book,
“Crossfire: A Litany for Survival.” One detailed her
negative feelings about President Donald Trump.
“Every time I step into a microphone I develop an
uncomfortable itch to shout Donald J. Drumpf is not
my president,” she writes.
After she spoke, audience members asked Chin
questions pertaining to her thoughts on how activism

has changed and her advice to young activists now.
“I think we are still in the place where we still don’t
know how to build a coalition and work together,” said
Chin. “So, we have seasons that we work on different
issues and then we forget the other issues that isn’t the
issue that we’re working on. So I’ve seen that in the 20
years that I’ve been an activist, where I’ve seen that
change.”
She also shared her thoughts on labels within the
LGBTQ community and her own struggle with using
the word “lesbian.”
“I can’t just discard you because you use the word
lesbian and I don’t want to use lesbian. But from what
I hear you saying, you date people who identify as
women or people who are female-bodied, right? And
me too, so what? You can come for tea.”
Collado commended the Center for Diversity and
Inclusion for hosting events like this. He said that he
walked away from this event learning about some of
the obstacles that people in LGBTQ community may
face when coming out.
He said, “The Center for Diversity and Inclusion
is one of the most essential components of Rider’s
community because it creates diverse programming
that makes all students feel included enough to call
Rider their home away from home.”

Chief Information Officer optimistic about future of Rider’s technology

S

INCE Douglas McCrea began his job as the associate vice president for
information technology and chief information officer at Rider University on
Sept. 3, he has embraced his role on the campus and predicted a “transformative
change” in the university’s technology infrastructure.
McCrea, who worked at Rutgers University for 19 years prior to his move to
Lawrenceville, accepted the role at Rider as it was elevated to a position in the
president’s cabinet.
McCrea said that his job was to oversee the Office of Information Technology
(OIT), but more importantly, to connect the office’s operations with the rest of the
university community.
“IT is about people,” said McCrea. “It is really getting everyone on the same
page and there is a lot of pieces to that.”
McCrea said he embraced the challenge of getting people on board for
technological change and advancement. Rider’s smaller campus and community,
when compared to his experience at Rutgers, is an advantage, according to McCrea.
“[In my job interviews] there was almost some sort of apology like, ‘Oh, I know
it’s not as big as Rutgers,’” said McCrea. “I said, you know, that is actually a really
good thing. We have the ability to move much more quickly on things.”
“Rider can experience transformative change like Rutgers could never experience
because Rutgers is 65,000 students. To move that type of institution, and I have
done it over the years there, it can take decades.”
McCrea said that one element of his new job he was unfamiliar with was
connecting with the classroom but said he looked forward to the challenge.
There were two issues that McCrea wanted to first address at Rider. One is a twoyear project to fix structural issues in OIT, which would include changing the way
individuals log into computers in classrooms. The other is increased engagement
with the academic side of the university. He stressed that the school needed to
further adopt technology in the classroom.
“Rider really needs to embrace newer technology, such as robotics, artificial
intelligence, cybersecurity, computer science — those are areas that are just starting
up at the university, or about to start, and those are areas where I am going to
engage heavily.”
The transition of Westminster Choir College to the Lawrenceville campus in
September 2020 is also something McCrea has worked on, saying he wanted to
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By Stephen Neukam

Douglas McCrea was appointed as Chief Information Officer on Sept. 3.

make it “as comfortable and easy as possible for the people coming over from
[Princeton].” The work includes a lot of construction projects, according to McCrea.
Given the university’s investments into infrastructure and technology, including
the fact that his position was raised to the cabinet, McCrea admitted that there were
expectations for his performance but said he felt no pressure from the administration
to “do it now.”
“I think they understand that there is a lot to do,” said McCrea. “I have been
in environments where things have been pressure-filled. In this case, everyone is
saying, ‘Hey, we know you’ve got a big task ahead of you, we know things are going
to change, we know we need you to do these things,’ and it has been more accepted
that not everything is going to get done all at once.”
McCrea reflected on the pride he has felt in the Rider community in his first
months in this position.
“People really care about what they are doing and they feel it very strongly. They
don’t just feel like they are a tiny cog in a big machine. People feel like they can make
an impact and I feel that from people at Rider,” McCrea said. “That is exciting.
That is an advantage.”
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New inclusivity plan announced

R

By Hailey Hensley
IDER recently

unveiled a new
Inclusive Excellence Plan at a
launch event on Oct. 10 in the
Cavalla room in the Bart Luedeke
Center.
President Dell’Omo provided opening
remarks at the event where a full room
of students, faculty and staff waited
expectantly for the new plan to be
revealed.
Vice President for Student Affairs
Leanna Fenneberg spoke at length about
the plan and, in an interview with The
Rider News, she clarified exactly what
the plan means for current and future
members of the university community.
“Ultimately, if the plan is effective,
all Rider University stakeholders will see
and feel the institutional commitment
to diversity, equity and inclusion at our
core. That’s the kind of transformational
change we’re trying to impact,” she
said. “There will be many symbolic and
systemic indicators along the way that
signal the university’s commitment and
progress on the plan.”
Fenneberg also took the time to list
some specific, tangible goals of the plan
such as establishing a new office for
the Center for Diversity and Inclusion,
hosting specific events for students with
shared identities, creating a student
navigation office and evaluating the
cost of a Rider education to ensure the
university is making it as affordable as
possible.
Senior musical theater major Ryan
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Lloyd expressed his support for Rider’s
new plan.
“I think it’s good that they’re making
an effort to be more inclusive on
campus,” said Lloyd.
According to Fenneberg, around
350 people attended the launch event,
with 330 people attending on the
Lawrenceville campus and an additional
20 attending on the Princeton campus.
Fenneberg stressed that student
involvement is also essential in the plan
serving its purpose.
“Five students are current members
of the President’s Council on Inclusion.
But, you don’t have to be on the Council
to be engaged with the work of the
plan. We encourage all members of our
community to review the full plan online
at [rider.edu/inclusive-excellence-plan,]
discuss the plan with others, engage
in multicultural student organizations,
prompt their student organizations to
host inclusion-focused programs, attend
inclusion-focused events on campus and
share feedback with members of the
Council,” said Fenneberg.
She said that Rider has a longstanding
commitment to diversity, equity and
inclusion, but the new plan takes it to
another level.
She said, “The development of the
Inclusive Excellence Plan celebrates these
values and proclaims our institutional
commitment to these in a way that never
been done before, and celebrates these
values as a strength of our campus.”

Michael P. Brady Track Operations Building and Pavilion welcomed

T

HE Michael P. Brady Track Operations Building and Pavilion was unveiled at a
dedication ceremony on Oct. 12 at the Michael P. Brady Track.
According to Associate Director of Development for Rider Athletics
Matthew Mastrianni, the track operations building and pavilion was named
in honor of Coach Michael Brady ‘76. He was appointed head coach of the track
team in 1980 and “led the Broncs to Eastern prominence in both cross-country and
track within five short years.” He was also inducted into the Rider Athletics Hall of
Fame, according to President Gregory Dell’Omo.
“His cross country teams captured five consecutive New Jersey collegiate
championships and two straight East Coast Conference (ECC) titles,” Mastrianni
said. “Brady also guided the Broncs to three indoor and four outdoor ECC track
and field championships. Rider captured the ECC indoor and outdoor crowns in
each of his last two years, and the Broncs won their final 64 indoor dual meets.
Brady’s squads compiled a 121-37 record in cross country, a 71-2 mark in indoor
track and a 61-4 record in outdoor track.”
The ceremony was filled with alumni, current track and field student-athletes
and faculty. A donation was required to attend the ceremony. An estimated 300
people attended the event, according to current cross-country and track and field
Head Coach Bob Hamer.
Hamer said when the athletes come to practice each day, he wants them to
understand Brady’s legacy.
“He demanded excellence. He demanded excellence from himself, his athletes
and his expectation was we’re going to do the best we can, to be the best we can be
all the time. We want to put forth a wonderful effort that would make coach Brady
proud because that’s something he always wanted from his athletes.”
Hamer gave an introduction to the dedication ceremony and explained what the
structure will add to the track, which he said is a place to help house announcers,
timers and a reception area for alumni among other functions. He also thanked the
donors and the faculty involved in the creation of the building.
“Your love and admiration and support of Mike Brady has got us to this point
and time,” Hamer said. “Then you reached into your wallets and with your own
generosity to pour and help fund not only the naming of the track, but then in turn
we took that money and put it to what we thought would be something that would
be a great asset and resource to our university and our track and field team and we
built this wonderful building.”
Dell’Omo also spoke at the ceremony. The president also gave a gift to Brady’s
wife and widow, Anita Regan ‘76. He handed her a picture of Rider track and
field athletes posing in front of the building. Regan reflected on her husband’s
contributions to and accomplishments at Rider and shed light on how the building
was comprised.
“[The alumni] had a vision of the track being named in honor of Mike and to
endow a scholarship because they knew how important education was to him. Both
of them along with a group of alums, who call themselves the founders club, began
fundraising and outreach in the summer of 2017.”

Tatyanna Carman/The Rider News

By Tatyanna Carman and Dylan Manfre

The Michael P. Brady Track Operations Building and Pavilion was named after the late head coach with
the help of a group of alumni.

After the project gained momentum, Regan said that the group of alumni
told Brady personally about it in September 2017. At that point they had raised
$100,000.
“It speaks volumes about our donors’ admiration and appreciation for coach
Brady that more than 225 of Mike’s alumni, coaches, staff, family and friends were
able to come together as a team so quickly, to fund this facility and to create the
Michael P. ‘76 and Anita Regan ‘76, ‘86 Brady Endowed Scholarship for track and
field student-athletes,” said Mastrianni.
Rider University Athletic Director Don Harnum said it was “hard to believe [the
project] came together this fast.” Harnum also said that he did not know how much
the building and pavilion cost.
“It didn’t seem like that long ago, the whole concept was born,” Harnum
said. “To see an actual building come together in less than two years, it’s pretty
impressive. It took a lot of work from a lot of people.”
When asked how Mike Brady would feel about the ceremony if he were alive
today, Regan said, “He would be so honored to know so many people worked so
hard, and donated so much to make this happen. To have his name on a building,
on this track, words can’t even express what it would have meant to him.”
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Trick or treat, take your seat: Fourth-annual drive-in movie experience at 107.7 The Bronc’s Scream Screen

T

By Meghan Mulhearn

What are The Rider News staff’s favorite horror movies?
Courtesy of Rider University

“A Nightmare on Elm Street” (1984)

“Silent Hill: Revelation” (2012)

“Scream” (1996)

“It” (2017)

“Hush” (2016)

“The Conjuring” (2013)

“Orphan” (2009)

“Carrie” (1976)

Rider University

HE Rider community is getting set for Scream Screen 4 which will rise up again
on Oct. 18 at 6 p.m. in the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) Faculty/Staff parking
lot, beginning with the annual trunk-or-treat, followed by the premiere of the
highest voted movie by students.
The event is hosted by 107.7 The Bronc, and is the only drive-in movie and
trunk-or-treat experience on a college campus in all of America. There will be
spooky giveaways, which include a bag to grab all of the goodies provided by the
Office of Sustainable Management.
“I’m so excited for Scream Screen this year. I had such a great time with all of
my friends and I know the radio station will do a fantastic job again this year,” said
sophomore elementary education and dance major Hannah Wade.
There will also be a free food court, games and candy before the start of the 880
square-foot inflatable screen, the largest inflatable movie screen on the east coast,
drive-in movie. Some of the food court vendors include Applebee’s Grill and Bar,
Tastee Sub Shop, Candela Brothers Pizza and Italian Kitchen and many others.
“Students can expect this year’s Scream Screen to be bigger and better than
the year before,” said John Mozes, general manager of Rider’s 107.7 The Bronc.
“We’ve made arrangements this year to clear out more spaces so we can fit more
cars in.”
There will be plenty of room for cars to fit into the BLC lot, alongside some
awesome games, including mini-golf, outdoor Zombie laser-tag and the Gargoyle
Arena, which is brought to 107.7 The Bronc by Student Entertainment Council
(SEC) and Student Government Association (SGA). “We want to make sure that we
have tons of stuff for people to do,” said Mozes.
“The first 50 cars are going to get tickets to see Frankenstein at McCarter
Theater, and the next 50 are going to get one iRide Plus ticket and a $10 play
as you go card so they could go to iPlay America for free,” said Mozes. In
accommodation to Scream Screen 4, the Scream Screen Blood Drive is in full effect,
presented by 107.7 The Bronc, alongside Miller-Keystone Blood Center and Alpha
Phi Omega.
The event even has accommodations for those without a car on campus. “If
you’re a freshman and you don’t have a car on campus, you can sit in the Team
Toyota Frightening Front Row,” said Mozes. In this row, students will be able to
choose from eight brand new Toyotas to sit in and watch the movie.
Donations for a pint of your blood will be held on Oct. 16 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
above the Starbucks in the Student Recreation Center. Scream Screen 4 is presented
by iPlay America, McCarter Theater, Pepsi, SGA, SEC and Xfinity.
Be sure to experience one of Rider’s largest on-campus events and get into the
spirit of Halloween at Scream Screen.

The fourth-annual Scream Screen will feature a variety of games, activities, food choices and an
accompanying blood drive on Oct. 15 and 16.

Putting the “fun” in fundraising with fun run for the USO

T

R

By Christian McCarville

Courtesy of The Broncway

who has ever stepped foot inside the Fine Arts building, it is quite
evident that Rider University is home to many talented performers. Rider puts
on several large-scale theater productions each semester, but only a certain
number of performers can participate in each show. This leaves a lot of
uncasted talent waiting for the next audition to give another attempt at being apart of
a production.
Rider allows students to create their very own productions, which gives
student performers an alternative way to showcase their talents. Broncway is an
entirely student-run organization that frequently puts on a variety of different
performances.
Broncway allows students to explore their interests within the School of Fine
and Performing Arts (FPA), whether it be writing, acting, designing, directing or
much more. It is an outlet for student creativity and artistic expression. Broncway
also provides participating students with lots of material to add to their performing
resumes, assisting them in their post-collegiate lives.
“[Broncway] gives more auditioning opportunities as well as performing and
writing opportunities to students in FPA,” said senior dance major and Advertising
Chair of Broncway Rose Conroy-Voza.
Being a student-run organization does not make the Broncway any less
professional. For many, Broncway’s show are of high quality and are exemplary of
the hard work and talent behind them. The organization even has its own website
containing information about shows and even a shop for merchandise.
“I’ve learned that it takes a lot of passion, creativity, people and work to put on a
show, not necessarily money,” said Conroy-Voza.
Most recently on Oct. 6, Broncway hosted “Anything Goes: A Tap Cabaret”
in the Spitz theater. The show was directed and choreographed by junior musical
theater majors Jerome Manning and Tessa Douglas.
“Broncway was incredibly supportive throughout the entire process of creating
a tap cabaret about identity,” said Douglas. “Right from the start, they expressed
their pleasure of working on this project with us as well as making sure we had
the resources we needed in order to succeed. Broncway booked rehearsal spaces
for us as well as supported us in any way that they could such as creating flyers,
advertising, and even giving us a budget.”
Douglas also explained how Broncway greatly assisted her in overcoming
technical difficulties that arose before the show.
“During the night of the Tap Cabaret performance, we discovered that the
speaker system in the Spitz was unusable. I can not thank the Broncway Board
enough for stepping in and solving the problem,” she said. “They came together
and made sure that the Tap Cabaret went on as expected with only a minor delay.
Any student-run show that is sponsored through the Broncway is ensured to be
supported and loved all throughout their creative journey.”

By Christian McCarville

O anyone

“She Plays the River” was one of the performances put on by the Broncway, Rider’s student-run
drama organization.
Broncway is also set to host a Halloween-themed show on Oct. 20 at 9 pm in the
Spitz Studio Theater. It is titled “The Witching Hour: A Halloween Caberet” and
will be directed by sophomore theater major Annie Chalice with choreography by
junior musical theater major Sydney Roy and Iris Courchaine.
A holiday-themed show called “Swingin’ the Seasons!” is also set to take place
on Dec. 8 at 8 pm in Gill Chapel. It will be directed by sophomore musical theater
major John Viggiano who will be assisted by junior musical theater major Sarah
Ford.

UNNING is

an exercise used by
many to stay fit and burn lots of
calories. On Oct. 19, running will
also be used to raise money for an
philanthropic cause.
The fraternity Theta Chi has
planned a fun run event, in which
participants will register and run a
designated course on campus. There
are several options depending on the
distance one plans to run.
“I’m going to run the longest
distance because I love a bigger
challenge,” said sophomore TV, film
and radio major Rob Brown. “My
strategy going into the race is to run it
responsibly. I want to win it and I want
to run a personal best, but I have to
remember it’s a fun run and I’m doing
it for a good cause.”
The run will start at 9 a.m.,
beginning at the Track and Athletic
Field.
Participants will pay an entrance fee
of $25 to enter the event and take part
in the run. This fee includes a T-shirt
designed exclusively for the run. The
proceeds from the run will be donated
to the United Service Organizations
(USO). This organization is Theta
Chi’s philanthropy.
“The process of setting up this
event was challenging, but I enjoyed
the challenges because I learned a lot
when it came to planning events to
support our military veterans and their
families,” said senior marketing majoor
and philanthropy chair of Theta Chi,
Matt Wolf.
The USO is a non-profit
organization that is aimed at supporting
the families of those who have served

in the United States Armed Forces. The
USO has offered a large number of
programs across the country with the
intentions of giving back to those who
sacrificed so much.
“I have many members of my family
that have served in the military and I
have the utmost respect for them,” said
Wolf. “To me and to the fraternity, the
USO means an opportunity to give
back to those who gave the ultimate
sacrifice to protect our freedom. Theta
Chi has a rich military history that is
continued to this day by giving back to
the USO,” said Wolf.
This is the very first time that Theta
Chi has done a fun run event and the
members are very excited to see how it
will turn out. This event will conclude
a week of smaller events, dubbed “Chi
Week”. All of these events serve a
similar purpose of raising money for
the USO.
On Oct. 15, an event was held in
Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) Plaza
where students could write letters to
soldiers and purchase tickets for the fun
run.
Later in the week, on Oct. 18, an
event known as “Pie-a-Chi” will take
place out front of Dalys, allowing
students to pay money in exchange for
the opportunity to pie a member of the
fraternity. The money acquired from
this event will also be donated to the
USO.
“I expect Theta Chi to continue
with great philanthropy events on
campus to bring awareness to the
USO,” said Wolf.
Editor’s Note: Christian McCarville is a
brother of social fraternity Theta Chi.

Courtesy of Mike Peczinka

“Don’t quit” until you’re a star on the Broncway

Senior marketing major Matt Wolf (left), senior digital marketing and data analytics major Rose Eddy
(middle), sophomore sports media major Matt Minton (right) and senior suply chain major Jesse Ligouri
(back) helped run the Letters for Soldiers event outside of the BLC. Students were able to write a thankful letter
that will be sent to those serving or have served.
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fewer eat, sleep, sing, study, relax,
laugh and cry together — trust me,
there’s a lot of crying — for no fewer
than two full years. Even among
conservatories, the WCC community
is uniquely tight-knit. It is a rare
event to pass one of our roughly 300
students, faculty or staff member
and not greet them by name. Within
a single class, we are acutely aware
of the triumphs and trials of each of
our peers. Excellent choirs demand
personal bonds of this magnitude.
While an individual singer’s voice is
the result of training and study, the
sound of a great choir is the product
of multiple singers’ bodies, minds
and souls resonating simultaneously
and unanimously. We have to learn
to breathe as one — yes, in pursuit
of a single musical sound — but also
in complete intellectual and spiritual
agreement with one another. Any
WCC student or alum will attest that
Westminster is unique in this respect,
and that the WCC experience
reshapes both the musician and the
person within.
On the other hand, WCC
currently operates as one component
of the Westminster College of the
Arts (WCA). While our studies
only rarely bring us together, WCA
students on the Princeton campus
and in Lawrenceville are under
one umbrella, sharing faculty and
funding. WCC students can pursue
double majors, work towards a BA
and participate in activities and
events offered to the entire student
body. Though we experience a
conservatory culture, WCC is in fact
a college of music.
WCC students rarely consider our
charmed circumstances — we get the
best of both worlds. Unfortunately,
it seems we will soon have to accept
either one or the other. As much
as I have loved my experience at
WCC as a conservatory, I recognize
the circumstances that motivate the
transition to a true college of music.
In the handful of classes I have taken
in Lawrenceville, I have appreciated
the excellent faculty and committed
theatre, dance and music theatre
majors studying in the Fine Arts
building. But, if WCC students truly
have respect for the programs we
will be joining in Lawrenceville, why
are we so resistant to change? We
do not resist plans for consolidation
because we cannot stand to set foot
on the Lawrenceville campus, we
are concerned that the facilities as
they currently exist in Lawrenceville
are wildly insufficient. The planned
renovations would be a necessity
whether or not WCC was scheduled
to leave Princeton — Rider’s
existing Fine Arts programs deserve
improved facilities. If WCC is to
become an integrated college of
music, Rider administration must
make a financial commitment that
no reasonable person expects them
to undertake, especially given the
alleged circumstances that mandate a
move. The Westminster Symphonic
Choir, which performs regularly
with top American and international
orchestras, numbers over 150
students. Few facilities in the world,
let alone at Rider, can accommodate
this unique demand. The Cullen
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N light of the recent turmoil related
to Westminster Choir College’s
(WCC) future, I feel this might be
a good chance to clear the air a
little bit. As a WCC student who has
spent a fair amount of time in Rider’s
School of Fine and Performing Arts,
I am disappointed to hear the same
consistent misunderstandings from
students on both campuses. I also
understand why some of our peers
who study in the Fine Arts building
could feel some resentment toward a
student body that seems hell-bent on
avoiding them at all costs. We WCC
students sometimes forget that the
reasons for our attachment to the
Princeton campus — and stubborn
resistance to the proposed move —
may not be immediately evident to
our counterparts in Lawrenceville. I
hope I can provide at least a partial
explanation.
When evaluating WCC’s current
and future status, it is important
to draw the distinction between
a conservatory and a college of
music. Conservatories are typically
independent colleges dedicated to the
exclusive study of one or more of the
arts — think the Curtis Institute in
Philadelphia or the Juilliard School,
which WCC shares the distinction
of being the only two institutions
of higher learning inducted into
the American Classical Music
Hall of Fame. Conservatories are
usually very small. Few offer liberal
arts degrees — instead, they offer
Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) and
Bachelor of Music (BM) degrees
to undergraduates and Master
of Music (MMs), Master of Fine
Arts (MFAs) and artists diplomas
to graduate students. Due to its
intimate setting and narrow focus, a
conservatory education draws on the
combined and “conserved” energies
of its students to produce a superior
education in the arts.
On the other hand, a college of
music exists within the framework of
a larger university. Degrees offered at
a college of music may include many
of those offered at a conservatory,
but typically require more hours
in fields other than the arts and
often offer a Bachelor of Arts (BA)
as well. In most cases, colleges of
music maintain facilities on the
main campus of the university and
students are wholly integrated into
the university’s greater population.
The very best colleges of music
— the University of Michigan’s
School of Music, Theatre and
Dance and Indiana’s Jacobs School
of Music, for example — boast
facilities and faculty to rival those
of top conservatories. Graduates
of a college of music may not
have experienced the same level of
focused training as their conservatory
counterparts, but may possess a
wider array of skills by virtue of their
more diverse education. For a student
who wants to pursue a double major
or may change their major, a college
of music is the more sensible choice.
When applying these definitions
to WCC, one can see that it does
not fit neatly into either box. On
the one hand, WCC operates on a
separate campus from the rest of
Rider, where entire classes of 80 or
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Center at WCC, which turns five years old this month, was built for exactly this
purpose and funded by generous benefactors who recognized the value WCC’s
choirs bring to the world of classical music, and the influence of WCC alumni in
their communities on a daily basis. There is no logical reason to dispose of this
world-class rehearsal space when no substitute currently exists and likely will never
be recreated on the Lawrenceville campus. This only scratches the surface of the
facility concerns inherent in the planned move — concerns that have been welldocumented in recent months.
To relocate WCC’s programs in 10 months, when no plans for renovation or
expansion have even been finalized, let alone executed, would be a death sentence
for our school. It is no secret that WCC’s enrollment has taken a devastating hit,
precipitated by Rider administration’s reckless decisions, pathetic attempts and
messaging over the last three years. We are already struggling to fill the ranks of
our choirs. If we are unable to maintain the standard of choral excellence we have
cultivated over the last century, we will lose the coveted orchestral contracts that
form the backbone of our education and have made WCC famous in the world

Opinion

of classical music. Is it worth it to essentially shutter a storied institution — all to
fix a line item in Rider’s budget? The students, faculty and the greater community
of WCC ask that the Rider administration either cancel the proposed move or
postpone it until they demonstrate a commitment to upholding the legacy of the
institution they inherited. If you come visit the Princeton campus sometime soon
— and I hope you do — you are likely to encounter the words of classical music
titan Leonard Bernstein, who said that “Westminster Choir College provides a
great measure of beauty to a world that needs it badly.” We believe our mission is
as relevant as ever, and we pray that Rider’s administration can find a solution that
allows us to pursue that mission side by side with Rider University for decades to
come.
Max Brey
senior music education major

Strike 4 Climate: The Global Week Future

Left to right: Matthew Schantin and Ashlyn
Whiteside at the climate protest.

Left to right: Alison Fisher and Alina Bardaji at the
climate protest.

Ashlyn Whiteside at the climate protest.

GREEN CORNER

O

N a 90-degree day of September 2019, students and adults all over the world
participated in a Global Strike 4 Climate. The climate strike was a weeklong event ignited by the 16-year-old climate and environmental activist with
Asperger’s Syndrome — Greta Thunberg. Thunberg, who sees her diagnosis
as a gift, motivated people all over the world to march for climate justice. Her voice
was heard in places as far as Africa and as close as Princeton, New Jersey. According
to Thunberg, early numbers confirmed the presence of at least seven million people
in Rome alone. Some of our own students from Rider University attended the
climate strikes in both Princeton and New York City (NYC).
Upon arrival to the strike in Princeton, the expectation was that not many
people would be there, since climate justice is not something that people jump up
to support every day. The reality was there were so many people in attendance
that it was impossible to ever see the end of the marching line once it begun.
“It was so inspiring to see so many people come together to fight such an
important issue,” said sophomore environmental science major Kayley Tezbir.
Before the march took to the streets of Princeton, speakers of various
backgrounds and ages, the youngest being 11 years old, came out to share words
about how great it was to see such a large movement in the name of climate
justice. The speakers also discussed some of the disasters awaiting the inhabitants
of planet earth unless we reduce our dependence on fossil fuels and our depletion
of natural resources, such as forestry and open water systems. The climate strike
made its way to Princeton University, where spectating students and faculty joined
in to be part of the movement adding to the rage of the voices that chanted
throughout the striking crowd.
The presence of Thunberg, Jaden and Willow Smith prompted folks to
participate in the climate strike in NYC. According to the New York Times,
“a permit had been issued to the city of New York for 5,000 people and strike
organizers reported that nearly 250,000 attended.”
Sophomore political science major Matthew Schantin said, “The whole trip
to NYC really impacted [me].” He believes “just the size alone made a true
statement on what people should value as a society.”
A short introduction of Thunberg on TED described that “in August 2018,
Greta Thunberg started a school strike for climate outside the Swedish Parliament
that has since spread all over the world and now involves over 100,000

schoolchildren.” Thunberg’s mentality is that she should not have to receive an
education that she will not be able to utilize if the biosphere is destroyed. Since
2018, Thunberg and all of her followers have refused to go to school on Fridays
until they see reform into reducing carbon dioxide emissions to a livable standard.
“It is crazy to think that this whole movement was started by a teenage girl,”
said Tezbir.
Thunberg’s voice is being received by the people of the planet.
“Seeing how many people from different areas of the world were present gives
me hope for our future generations,” said Tezbir. Through striking, Thunberg
continuously works to have her message received by those in government, so that
they hear that the people of this planet will not stand for increasing degradation
of the planet. After the September Strike for Climate, Thunberg delivered an
impassioned speech to world leaders at the United Nations Climate Action
Summit. She is currently on a global tour and continues to Strike 4 Climate on
Fridays as part of a growing movement that anyone can easily join.
Victoria Harripersad
Eco-Rep
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FIELD HOCKE Y

Brosious, Divorra aid Rider to 3-0 NEC start
HE prolific

connection between sophomores Julia
Divorra and Carly Brosious has been displayed all
season.
The dynamic midfield tandem complimented
each other nicely as the field hockey team improved
to 3-0 in Northeast Conference (NEC) play. The
Broncs swept their weekend games with a 4-2 victory
at Merrimack and a 2-1 victory over the Long Island
University (LIU) Sharks at Ben Cohen Field.
Divorra’s first goal of the game, which was her
team-high 10th of the season, was assisted from
Brosious late in the opening quarter.
To continue the trend, Divorra assisted on
Brosious’ second-quarter goal for her 10th marker of
her season.
“Between her and Carly, we know we have a good
chance to score when both of them are on the field,”
Head Coach Lori Hussong said. “They compliment
each other in the fact that they don’t really care who
scores. Both are very unselfish. Bottom line is they
want [the team] to score and they play like that.”
The two are nationally ranked in points per game,
averaging just over two, as Brosious is seventh and
Divorra rounds out the top 10.
The NEC announced on Oct. 15 that Divorra was
the Offensive Player of the Week. It was the second
time she won the award.
At the beginning of the year Merrimack entered a
four-year transition to become a Division I program
but gave Rider a run for its money throughout the
game. Due to the transition, it is ineligible for the
postseason tournament.
Though its stats do not count, Merrimack had the
second most saves in the nation at 116 entering the
contest with just over 11 per game.
It took Rider until the 2:42 mark of the opening
period to get off its first shot of the contest as the LIU
defense marked up the Broncs right from the opening
faceoff.
It came as no surprise to Divorra that she and
Brosious would be double-teamed throughout the
game.

“It was so hard to play
against them in the first
quarter. I literally got into
a fight with a girl,” Divorra
said. “You just have to try
and separate from them and
not get frustrated.”
Breaking it up was not
the easiest task either.
Divorra told Brosious at
halftime she “felt stuck,”
trying to move around
the defense. Once she
was able to find room,
she fired multiple shots
and eventually found the
back of the cage for her
conference-leading 12th
goal of the season with
7:03 remaining in the
third quarter.
Sophomore midfielder Julia Divorra earned her second NEC Offensive Player of the Week honor on Oct. 15.
She has contributed
a goal in every game this
season.
managing,” junior goalkeeper Lena Vandam said. “It’s
Her role on the team has grown extensively since
all about communicating everybody in the way we
returning from her season-ending collarbone injury in
come across strong and confident. If everybody is in
2018.
position, I can make sure we’re all marking the right
She said that her ability to be a leader for the
way.”
freshman class motivates her to set an example on the
In the second half, van Ommeren was carded twice
field and be aggressive.
for reach-in fouls.
Sophomore midfielder Tess van Ommeren
She was not exactly the player the Broncs wanted
managed to put a ball past LIU goalkeeper Rachel
off the field in a one-goal game.
Vellis, who is ranked No. 7 in the nation in saves per
“It really hurts us. We can’t afford to get cards like
game, for her fourth of the season. Junior defender
that during the game,” Hussong said. “We played
Kaitlyn Flemming assisted the goal.
almost 10 minutes short on the field today and that
The Sharks’ offense was kept at bay most of the
hurts you in the fact that you’re playing one down
game. However, a couple strong offensive possessions
for a period of time. There wasn’t a lot of energy
led to Sammy Bell’s fourth goal of her season. From
out there on the field today but enough to get the job
then on, LIU spent more time in the Broncs’ end of
done.”
the field and got four shots on goal. It caused Rider to
Next up for Rider is Fairfield on Oct. 18, which is
rethink its strategy.
2-0 during NEC play. The winner of the contest takes
“Good job for them that [LIU] picked it up a little
sole possession of first place in the standings with five
bit but we tried to match that and did a good job
games remaining for both teams.
Carolo Pascale/The Rider News
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By Dylan Manfre

WOMEN’S SOCCER

Broncs’ defense dominates in 1-0 win

A

By Shaun Chornobroff and Cameron Fitzpatrick

against Saint Peter’s helped the women’s soccer team continue its
winning tear in Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) play on Oct. 9.
The drastic drop in temperature compared to previous conference
matchups proved harmless to the Broncs. A week after playing in 90-degree
weather, temperatures dropped down into the mid-50s for Rider’s matchup with
Saint Peter’s.
Despite the colder weather, Rider was powered by the dominance of junior
goalkeeper Carmen Carbonell, who secured her second consecutive MAAC
Defensive Player of the Week on Oct. 7, en route to her fourth-straight shutout.
“I’ve been really lucky and grateful for my defense,” Carbonell said about
her teammates’ efforts. “They do a really good job and help me to keep working
harder.”
The first half was mainly controlled by the Broncs, who dominated in time of
possession and limited St. Peters’ opportunities on defense.
The lone goal of the game occurred when freshman midfielder Camryn Dees
served a dangerous ball into the box that was tapped into the net by a Saint Peter’s
defender for a 17th minute own goal.
The closest Saint Peter’s got to a score was in the 70th minute when a Peacocks
shot nicked off the crossbar and fell to forward Chloe Wilkinson, whose rebound
attempt was stifled by Carbonell.
Rider managed to put up 18 shots, which gave it the advantage over the six shots
taken by the Peacocks.
Head Coach Drayson Hounsome spoke on the defensive showing by his team.
“We had to make sure in transition that we squeezed up and had our defenders
in the attack leaving no space for them to play,” Hounsome said. “I thought we did
a decent job of that. There were times where we didn’t, but for the most part, we
eliminated [scoring opportunities].”
Through five MAAC games, the Broncs have only given up one goal. Hounsome
praised the accomplishment.
“It’s incredibly hard,” he admitted. “But if you don’t give the opposition a clean
look and there’s always some kind of pressure on the ball or shooter, then there’s
always a good chance the shot won’t go in.”
Rider continued on its annual dominance of Saint Peter’s that goes back
nine years, which is the last time Saint Peter’s defeated the Broncs. Rider had an

Dylan Manfre/The Rider News

1-0 victory

Junior goalkeeper Carmen Carbonell recorded her fourth-straight shutout in Rider’s 1-0 win over Saint Peter’s on Oct. 9.

eight-game winning streak over Saint Peter’s before a 2-2 draw last season.
As expected from a game with a rivalry as far back as these two teams, there was
some tension down the stretch.
Members of both teams were involved in some verbal disputes in the final 15
minutes of the game. A hard foul and back-and-forth quarral resulted in a yellow
card for sophomore midfielder Jessica Auvil.
The Broncs’ start was the first time in program history that Rider had been
unbeaten through its first five conference games.
The Broncs will attempt to continue their winning streak at Manhattan on Oct.
16 at 7 p.m. Rider then hosts Fairfield on Oct. 19 at 1 p.m.
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MEN’S SOCCER

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Men’s soccer slips in winless week

Junior midfielder Francisco Gomez Olano scored one of Rider’s two goals in its 2-2 draw against Monmouth on Oct. 12.

I

By Austin Ferguson
Na

week where both of its games were sent to
overtime, the men’s soccer team came out winless
with a loss to Saint Peter’s on Oct. 9 and a tie
Monmouth on Oct. 12.
The Broncs traveled to Jersey City, New Jersey,
on Oct. 9 to try to maintain their undefeated status
in Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) play.
Rider tied its first conference matchup at Fairfield on
Oct. 2 and defeated Canisius on Oct. 5.
In the 32nd minute, the Broncs struck first when
redshirt junior midfielder Mathis Catanzaro put a
pass from freshman midfielder Matt Araujo past the
goalkeeper.
Rider kept steady and held Saint Peter’s scoreless
until the 81st minute, when Peacocks midfielder Alex
Garcia scored in traffic to tie the game at one. Neither
team was able to capitalize in the last 10 minutes of
play and the match went to overtime.
Both sides were quiet through the first overtime as
neither team was able to score. The second overtime
appeared to be headed in the same direction until the
final minute of play.
In the 110th minute, Saint Peter’s Jordan Jowers
drew a foul and a red card from graduate student
midfielder Sam Carter to set up a penalty kick. Jowers
cashed in on the kick and won the match for Saint
Peter’s, 2-1.
Carter’s red card was one of 11 bookings made
during the game. Besides Carter, six cards were shown
to Rider players, all of which were yellow. Araujo,
Catanzaro, redshirt senior backs Sylvain Coco and
Emmanuel Kouma, senior midfielder Aaron Robinson
and senior forward Clement Bourret were booked in
the Oct. 9 draw.
Four yellow cards were shown to Saint Peter’s
players. Forwards Matt Hoyt and Gabriele Zennaro
and back Tom Climpson received yellow cards in
the second half and midfielder Immanuel Sierck was
booked in the second overtime period.
The Broncs outshot Saint Peter’s, 19-12. Rider also
held the advantage in shots on goal with 10 as opposed
to Saint Peter’s seven.
The Broncs looked to bounce back from their first

conference loss when they took on Monmouth on Oct.
12. Monmouth came into the match off of its first win
of the season against Siena on Oct. 9. Before the win,
Monmouth sat at an 0-8-1 record on the season.
Rider looked to strike early as it set up a free kick
in the 16th minute. The Broncs did exactly that when
junior midfielder Pablo DeCastro headed the kick from
Catanzaro into the net to give Rider the 1-0 lead.
Monmouth quickly answered in the 25th minute
when Ben Zakowski put a shot past junior goalkeeper
Pablo Gatinois to tie the game.
Junior midfielder Francisco Gomez Olano began
the second half by avoiding his defender and weaving
the ball past another defender and the goalkeeper to
retake the lead for Rider.
In the 58th minute, Monmouth’s Santo Arena
showcased a shot with just as much finesse as Gomez
Olano’s to knot the game at two.
The Broncs made a strong push for a goal in the
closing minutes of regulation. Nothing went for them,
however, as they missed a multitude of shots, including
three that ricocheted off the crossbar. Rider found
itself in overtime once again.
Neither squad was able to find the golden goal in
the overtime periods and the final buzzer signaled a
2-2 draw for the Broncs.
The shot chart did not reflect the final score, as
Rider outshot Monmouth 27-6 during the match.
Head Coach Charlie Inverso cited unlucky misses to
the shot total, though he didn’t look to use the misses
as an excuse to the Broncs’ loss.
“We were pretty unlucky with not putting away
chances,” Inverso said. “A couple of crossbars, maybe
three, a couple of good keeper saves. But in the end,
we still have to own it that we have to do better.”
Inverso also touched upon the defense’s
responsibilty in Monmouth’s scores.
“We gave away a couple of bad goals. However
many shots it said on the board, about three of them
were truly on goal and two of them went in and we’re
not going to win if we give up bad goals,” said Inverso.
Injuries also plagued the Broncs’ lineup against
Monmouth. Coco sat out with an injury and Bourret
left the game in the sixth minute with apparent

discomfort in his leg.
Inverso still had faith in players available for the
Broncs in lieu of the injuries to multiple players on the
team.
“We still have a good team,” Invesro said. “We got
a lot of guys, key guys, injured, but we can’t use that as
an excuse. We have to move on and win games.”
Despite scoring a goal against Monmouth, Gomez
Olano echoed Inverso’s sentiments.
“I was happy to score a goal, but I wasn’t happy
with the tie. There are things we have to improve upon
to have better results,” said Gomez Olano.
After their draw with Monmouth, Rider sits at
1-1-2 in the MAAC standings, putting them in sixth
place.
Saint Peter’s tops the MAAC standings with a 3-1
record.
Iona stands as the only undefeated team in
conference play with a record of 2-0-1, though its onegame deficit in games played to Saint Peter’s puts it in
second place.
Niagara and Quinnipiac are tied for third place
with 2-1-1 records and Manhattan sits in fifth in the
MAAC with a 2-1 record to round out the teams above
Rider in the standings.
Monmouth is placed seventh in the MAAC
standings with a 1-2-1 record after its draw with Rider.
Siena, Marist and Canisius are all tied for eighth in
the MAAC. Siena and Canisius have records of 1-3
and Marist sits with a record of 1-2.
Fairfield remains as the only team in MAAC
without a conference win, sitting in last in the
standings with as 0-1-2 record.
The Broncs remain at home on Oct. 16 when they
take on Manhattan at 7 p.m. Rider then hits the road
to face Niagara on Oct. 19 at 3 p.m.
Rider’s Oct. 16 game against Manhattan will be broadcast
on ESPN 3, beginning at 7 p.m. You can find a web link to the
broadcast on gobroncs.com.

