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Model U.N. wins first place in NYC competition

R
Courtesy of Rider Model U.N.

By Hailey Hensley

Model United Nations students show off their first place win at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City where they represented
the country Vietnam.

IDER’S Model United Nations (U.N.) team recently
achieved a first place victory at the largest Model
U.N conference in the world, which was held on
April 14 to 18 in New York City. Out of over 100
competing schools, Rider’s delegation was recognized
as “outstanding” by the judges at the conference.
Many members of the Rider community are
largely unaware of what Model U.N. is, according
to Head Delegate Andrew Gandham, a senior
international business major, who took time to explain
the basic principles.
“Model United Nations is a simulation of the
United Nations, so our school and schools around the
world will get assigned a country and that country is
put on different committees that deal with different
topics. So our job is to represent the will of that
country by researching those topics and those issues
that are relevant to the world today,” said Gandham.
The Rider Model U.N. team has a very strong
history of bringing home awards from the New York
City conference and, according to Gandham, they
have taken home the first place award 10 times in the
past 12 years.
“The fact that our team of 16 delegates was
recognized out of 2500
SEE RIDER
competitors is really
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awesome.
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U.S. Attorney for the District of New Jersey comes to Rider

S

PECIAL Counsel to the U.S. Attorney for the District of New Jersey Robert Scrivo
spoke to a crowd of students and community members in the Mercer Room
about his experiences at an event hosted by The Rebovich Institute of New
Jersey Politics on April 24.
Scrivo, who graduated from Rider in 1989, serves under U.S. Attorney for the
District of New Jersey Craig Carpenito, who also graduated from Rider in 1996.
Carpenito was supposed to be the speaker at the event but was unable to make it to
campus in time to speak because he was in court trying a case.
Scrivo reflected on his time at Rider and Seton Hall, where he received his
juris doctor, and emphasized the importance of relationships. He detailed how
relationships he struck with professors at both schools changed the trajectory of his
career.
“My path changed, and it changed largely in part of relationships,” said Scrivo.
“People, places, things — they are really key.”
In his role, Scrivo explained, he serves as the liaison between the U.S. Attorney’s
Office (USAO) and state, county and municipal law enforcement agencies.
According to Scrivo, the relationship between the USAO and state offices was
strained prior to Carpenito’s appointment. At the beginning of his time as special
counsel, Scrivo said he sent surveys to a number of county prosecutors that the
USAO dealt with. The responses indicated that the prosecutors felt the relationship
with USAO was not helpful.
“Almost to a person, [prosecutors] told me ‘when the [USAO] calls upon [county
prosecutors], they summon us to their office and they want information from us and
are hesitant to share with us, and they take our cases,’” said Scrivo.
Scrivo leaned on his value of relationships that he developed in college and
professionally to try and create a better partnership with individuals at the state,
county and municipal levels.
“If you’re building relationships with people, it’s not a one-way street,” said
Scrivo. “Go and listen — be a good listener. That’s what [we] have tried to do.”
Scrivo, who attended Rider as a marketing major, recalled some of his
experiences at Rider. He humorously reflected on his time as a DJ at the Pub, which
he said earned him some money as a college student and helped him secure a job as
a DJ for law firms in New Jersey that hosted fundraisers.
He also remembered the time a professor of his was teaching a class about
eye witness reports. The professor had someone run into the classroom and steal
something from his desk and then asked the students to describe the characteristics
of the individual who ran into the room and left. According to Scrivo, as he had

The Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics

By Stephen Neukam

U.S. Attorney for the District of New Jersey Robert Scrivo (Right) seen talking to his former professor,
associate professor of political science Harvey Kornberg (Left) in the Mercer Room on April 24.
expected, the answers were all over the place.
“It’s 32 years later and I’m recalling this story for you folks because it had an
impression on me,” said Scrivo.
Although Carpenito did not make it in time to give remarks, he did make it to
campus in time to wish Associate Professor of Political Science Harvey Kornberg,
who taught Carpenito, well upon his retirement at the end of the semester.
Junior political science major Charles Palmer thought that the night encapsulated
the potential of a Rider education and showcased the rich history of successful
graduates.
“I enjoy having alumni back because they highlight the experiences and
opportunities that this university has given to them,” said Palmer. “The event
provided an in-depth look at the responsibilities Craig Carpenito has while
acknowledging that Rider, and more specifically professor Kornberg, has helped
him tremendously along the way.”
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SECURITY BRIEFS
BY STEPHEN NEUKAM

Potty Training

Unfortunately, this wasn’t a dream. On April 27
at 5 a.m., Public Safety responded to a report of a
female student waking up to find an unknown male
urinating on her dresser in her dorm room. She
pushed the male into the hallway and he said that
he needed to get back to a particular room. Public
Safety officers followed up with the room number
the male said he needed to get to and identified
him as a non-student who was not registered as a
guest in the room but was staying overnight. The
reporting student identified the male as the person
who urinated on her dresser. He was advised to leave
campus and not return for the rest of the semester
and complied.

Hallway Hooligan

Loud and clear. On April 24 at 12:45 p.m., Public
Safety responded to a call in Fine Arts that a male
student began yelling at a female student. According
to the female student, she had asked him a question
regarding his status in a particular class and he began
to yell and shake his hand at her. She did not reveal
what he was yelling at her. The male student was
cited for violation of the Student Code of Conduct.

Cement Damage

You aren’t allowed to do that. On April 24 at 2:19
p.m., Public Safety responded to a report of criminal
mischief outside of University House. Once arriving,
a facilities employee said that he saw an unknown
student write the letters “OX” into wet cement that
was poured the day before. The estimate to fix the
damage was $125.

— Information provided by Public Safety Coordinator
Michael Yeh

Model U.N. students talk about their “grind”
It’s the biggest model U.N. conference in the world, so the fact that we were able
to get first place shows how well our program is doing,” Gandham said.
Becoming a member of the Model U.N. team is not an easy task. Hannah Joudi,
a sophomore political science major described an intense multiphase try-out process
that is meant to gauge strengths, weaknesses and work ethic.
“The first one is kind of like a simple interview like you would go to at any job,
the second one we give you a speech and a country and you have to give a speech
about the country and the topic we assign to it. We use it to gauge your potential,”
Joudi said.
In describing the final phase of the interview process, Joudi expressed how
important it was for members to be able to work with a partner.
“The last interview is a partner session where two people are assigned the same
country but with different topics. Before that interview, they meet up with the
partner we assign them with and they give each other information on the topics.
Then when they go into the interview we ask each one of them questions to see how
well they work in a partner dynamic,” Joudi said.
However, according to current team members, the real work begins once
someone becomes a member of the team.
Joe Fracasso, a sophomore biology major and Model U.N. delegate, said
“[Model U.N.] necessitates you to have your nose to the grind. You’re spending so
much time on researching and making sure that you’re accurate and really reflecting
your country’s views while also getting through your position paper, working with
leadership and preparing for simulations, that there’s always something to do.”
Even with Model U.N. being an incredibly demanding extracurricular, so much
that it counts as an elective for the political science major, the students who are
involved seem to truly enjoy the program and commend its success.
“I came in expecting to become a better diplomat because social justice is

something I care a lot about. That was what I was looking for but I really found so
much more through this program. I think it really improved me as a speaker and as
a friend and even just in socialization. It gave me a larger support network. It made
me a better person overall. I don’t think there has been another extracurricular
that’s really enriched me so much,” said Fracasso.
Regardless of the perpetual success of Model U.N., some members feel there is a
lack of recognition for their team’s continuous effort.
“I think there should be more recognition for Model U.N. We received first
place out of over 100 schools that attended. We weren’t even represented in half
the committees that were there, so that’s a really big accomplishment for Rider. We
pretty much get that same award every year so I think that we should probably have
a little more recognition,” said Heili Carpino, a senior political science major and
Model U.N. delegate.
According to Gandham, this year’s Model U.N. team is the third most successful
in Rider’s 52-year-long history of competing in Model U.N. The team brought
home four individual awards as well as an outstanding team award. This success
was apparently in spite of extreme challenges the team faced this year.
“I think it should be recognized that it was really hard this year, logistically and
organizationally to manage the team. We had a lot of people drop out, a lot of
people that left the team along the way. There were a lot of challenges, and for us
to still walk away with something as prestigious as “outstanding” after that should
not go without mention,” said senior finance major and Model U.N. delegate Jesse
Flood.

National Museum of African-American History and Culture

Students went to the National Museum ofr African-American History and Culture after Pamela Pruitt won a lottery to be allowed to bring a group of 57 students to Washington D.C. Above are
some of the exibhits from the museum.
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Retired but not forgotten: A farewell to professors

W

By Megan Lupo

Brown, director of the master
of arts in business communication program,
stepped down as faculty advisor for The
Rider News in 1994, she left imparting words
to her next-in-line, journalism professor E. Graham
McKinley.
“It is difficult now to step down from a job and a
two weekly challenge that I have enjoyed so much, but
I do so trusting that my successor, Graham McKinley,
will continue to uphold the educational role of The
News while also supporting the staff ’s freedom of
expression,” Brown said in the 1994 Rider News
article. “I wish for her the good fortune I have had
in being able to work so closely with such wonderful
individuals as those who have made up the staff year
after year.”
Twenty-five years later, Brown and McKinley
are both saying goodbye to Rider at the end of the
semester.
The fall of 1969 was when Brown stepped on
campus for the first time as a student and found her
time at Rider worthwhile.
“Once I got here, I found journalism classes were
interesting and challenging. I got involved with the
newspaper pretty quickly,” Brown said. “There were
two professors that had a huge impact at least in the
department — one was Bill Lally. He was advisor to
the paper and the main journalism professor when I
was here. And the other was a speech professor, Inez
Calcerano.”
Working as a student journalist for The Rider News
on Wednesday and Thursday, Brown said that those
nights consumed her and her fellow editors’ lives.
“We used to stay up all night putting out the paper.
The paper came out on Friday. There was a lot of
fooling around, a lot of laughing,” Brown said. “It was
a great community and everyone up there was serious
about journalism and very committed. We would go to
conferences as a staff and won lots of awards.”
A few years after she graduated and went off
to Ohio State University for her master’s, Brown
found herself circulating back to Rider in a one-year

The Shadow, 1988 and 1999

HEN Pamela

Pamela Brown (top) and E. Graham McKinley (bottom) copy
editing during their respective times as faculty advisor for The
Rider News.
teaching position, where she said she had one of her
friends when she was an undergraduate in her class.
After receiving her Ph.D. at Iowa University, she
secured a tenure-track position at Rider, teaching and
serving as faculty advisor for the Rider News for a
decade.
“That was really interesting because having been
on staff, my only experience of advising was Bill
Lally, so I followed his model, which was [a weekly
critique session but hands-off approach for student
decision-making.]”
“It was a very satisfying experience, again
challenging, but I felt like it was best teaching that I
did in journalism,” Brown said.

When reflecting on what she’ll miss at Rider, she
said the students and a handful of faculty members
that she had grown close to.
For McKinley, she echoed Brown’s sentiment.
“I have been privileged to teach at Rider for almost
three decades. I have especially loved working one-onone with students, both in and out of the classroom,”
McKinley said. “I enjoy doing research and writing,
but teaching and helping students succeed has always
been the most rewarding part of my job. And Rider
students are great to work with.”
McKinley’s academic career began with the
pursuance of her first love— music at Yale University.
After working as an organist and choir director for
churches throughout Connecicut, Massachusetts and
Illinois, McKinley received a master’s in church music
with an organ concentration at Westminster Choir
College (WCC) in 1983.
Working as an adjunct professor and teaching
journalism courses, McKinley discovered another
one of her passions and went on to get her Ph.D. at
Rutgers University.
According to Nancy Wiencek, assistant professor of
public relations, McKinley is the only faculty member
on the Lawrenceville campus who is a graduate of
WCC.
The contributions to the Department of
Communication and Journalism she instrumented are
vast, including the formation of all three journalism
computer labs, the hiring of Rhon Fitzwater, its
systems manager and creating the graphic design and
web design programs.
For 22 years after Brown’s departure, McKinley
aided as advisor, in which the student editors
continued their work of general excellence.
Under McKinley’s leadership, the 2007 staff won
the most New Jersey Press Association awards of any
state newspaper, according to Wiencek.
In retirement, McKinley said that she plans to
continue doing music at church, while Brown said
she intends to volunteer at an animal shelter that’s
meaningful to her.

Rider class creates survey on intellectual diversity
By Demara Barnes, Stephen Neukam and Tatyanna
Carman

P

OLITICALLY conservative students at Rider
University reported that they are the least likely
to share political opinions in the classroom
because of contrasting beliefs with professors and
peers, according to a journalism class survey.
The March survey, with 345 respondents, found
that 41 percent of students who identified themselves
as conservative felt intimidated to share ideas because
their political beliefs differed from their professors. The
number rose to 59 percent when the perceived conflict
was with fellow students.
However, these numbers indicate conservative
Rider students are less intimidated than their peers
nationwide. According to a 2018 poll conducted
by McLaughlin & Associates on behalf of Yale’s
conservative William F. Buckley Program, 61 percent
of conservative students nationwide said they were
intimidated to share beliefs contrary to their professors.
Junior accounting major and President of Rider’s
Chapter of Turning Point USA Joshua Aminov said
he believes that some students at Rider feel hesitant to
participate in political discussion.
“There are so many students who really feel
passionate about their beliefs, even if they’re not
conservative, but they are afraid of sounding like they
are against the norm,” said Aminov, adding that he
believes the “norm” on American college campuses is a
liberal perspective.
Other students reported different reasons for not
sharing their perspectives. According to Rider’s survey
results, 18 percent of liberal students and 37 percent
of moderates said they felt intimidated in sharing their
ideas, opinions or beliefs in the classroom. Nationwide,
53 percent of liberal and moderate students reported
the same feeling.
Sara Flores, a sophomore global supply chain
and business analytics major, explained why she felt
intimidated and wants to avoid the conflict that may
arise from her opinions.

“As a female I noticed a lot of backlash is given
to women of color...by the white young males on
campus and some white male professors. I have my own
opinion, however, sometimes I decide to stay quiet to
avoid conflict,” said Flores.

Students from a computer assisted reporting class recorded the
data from their survey.

Senior communications studies major Jenna DeLuca,
a self-described moderate, explained that many of
the views that she hears are from extremes, both very
liberal or conservative.
“I definitely feel like it’s hard to express your
opinion with certain things, [but] not everything. You
know, things such as gay marriage or your own sexual
orientation or things of that nature that are a little bit
more personal,” DeLuca said. “It is hard to express
those things to a professor because their opinion might
be very different from yours. “
Aminov suggested that some students may fear

lower grades if they disagree politically with their
professor.
“I know students who are very afraid of that in
the political science department,” he said. “They lie
about their views on every paper. They have to make
pretend they are liberals [when] writing these papers.”
Assistant Professor of Political Science Olivia
Newman conceded that it is possible for professors to
unfairly evaluate students based on political beliefs.
However, she emphasized that it is highly speculative
to accuse a professor of such a thing.
“The challenge is that it is very difficult to
disentangle academic performance and ideology in
such a way that we can verify that poor grades are
a result of ideological discrimination,” Newman
said. “Student work and professor grading are both
highly variable, subjective practices that elude precise
quantification.”
The solution to the reported anxiety of
conservative students on campuses is a major policy
platform for the Republican party. In March,
surrounded by conservative activists, President Donald
Trump signed an executive order to protect free
speech on college campuses, and tied it to access to
federal funding.
“[I will] take historic action to defend American
students and American values [that have been] under
siege,” Trump said at the signing ceremony, attended
by Aminov.
Newman connected the issue of intimidation
regarding sharing personal beliefs on campus to
today’s national political climate.
“Political polarization in the U.S. and on campuses
is so extreme right now that almost everyone feels as if
they are under attack,” Newman said. “I would hope
for more conversations on campus that highlight what
we have in common, rather than solidifying political
enmity.”
Student journalists Danielle Marcus, Sierra McCoy, Jason
Mount and Steven Richtmyer contributed to this report.
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Dean Jonathan Millen leaves Rider “to go home”

J

ONATHAN Millen, the dean of Rider’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences,
recently announced he will be leaving Rider University for a dean position at the
University of New England, starting in the Fall of 2019.
Dean Millen has been a Rider faculty member for 28 years and expressed
that the people at Rider were what he was going to miss the most upon leaving.
“I’ve developed a lot of relationships with current and former students, and
current and former faculty and administrators. I’ve been here for 28 years. And
that’s what has kept me here so long,” Millen said.
Many students here at Rider have fond memories of Dean Millen and speak very
highly of him, citing his involvement in day-to-day affairs as well as the compassion
he showed to his students.
“As a member of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Student Council, I
was able to see first hand just how much he cares about this college and the students
within it. Dean Millen has a way of making you feel as though your words, ideas
and beliefs matter,” said senior communications studies major Jenna Deluca.
In Millen’s 28 years at Rider, much of that was spent in the Department of
Communications and Journalism as a professor. Millen explained that to have come
from “such an amazing department” prepared him well for the job.
However, being away from home isn’t an easy thing for anyone, and 28 years
away has been too long for Millen, he explained.
“I’m looking forward to going home. We’ve been away from our family for 28
years and we don’t have any family in the area. To this day we always say, “we’re
going home for the weekend.” We’ve always felt like we were not home, in that
sense.”
Millen warmly smiled when dsicussing being awarded the Distinguished
Teaching Award, just one of his many accolades earned at Rider.
“It was very special to have been recognized by my students for having done
a good job. And back in the day when you won, we had the chance to speak at
commencement to address the graduating class. That was a very special moment,”
Millen said.
Despite his numerous accomplishments at Rider, Millen explained that he felt it
was important he put himself in a new environment.
“I’m looking for a fresh start. My entire professional career has been at Rider,
and I love Rider. I will always feel a tremendous amount of appreciation, gratitude,
and fondness for Rider. At the same time, I’m looking to learn again,” he said. “I
want the chance to learn a new system, to practice my skills in a new environment
and to create new relationships. I’m excited about a chance to start again.”

Courtesy of Rider University

By Hailey Hensley

Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Jonathan Millen leaves Rider and will go to New
England University in Maine effective in fall 2019.

James Castagnera retires after 23 years at Rider

A

FTER working 23 years and commuting from an hour away, Associate Provost
and Legal Counsel for Academic Affairs James Castagnera will retire from his
position at Rider on Jun. 30.
Following his doctorate, juris doctorate and work at Case Western Reserve
University, Castagnera started at Rider in 1996 and even taught a few classes, as he
is an adjunct professor of legal studies at Rider. He said that he decided to retire in
October.
“I’m saying this from the bottom of my heart: I never got up on a Monday
morning and thought ‘oh geez. I have to go back to Rider, I have to go to work.’
You know, I’ve always enjoyed coming here. I’ve enjoyed the people I’ve worked
with,” Castagnera said.
Castagnera had many different responsibilities throughout the years, outside of
his primary position. He was involved in research integrity, student and faculty visas,
writing proposals to new academic programs and conducted Title IX sexual assault
investigations, just to name a few.
“Jim’s impact on Rider is immeasurable. He has been a valued faculty member,
teaching in multiple College of Liberal Arts and Sciences programs, a leader in
academic affairs and a key contributor to many campus initiatives, including faculty
mentoring, which has been a passion of his for some time,” said Dean of the
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Jonathan Millen.
He has also written many books varied in subject matter. Some of his books
include, “Handbook for Student Law for Higher Education Administrators,”
“Al Qaeda Goes to College: Impact of the War on Terror on American Higher
Education” and “Civil Liberties and National Security.”
“Jim is an outstanding lawyer, author and legal scholar who has guided Rider
through many contract negotiations and helped students with difficult legal issues,
from everyday visa applications to truly bizarre incidents, such as the moment when
a student who had smoked too much weed crashed a car through the first floor of
Fine Arts into a classroom,” said chair and professor of english Jack Sullivan.
After leaving Rider, Castagnera plans on continuing his freelance writing with his
daughter. He said he always wanted to be a full-time freelancer, but “never had the
guts to do it.”
“Having been here for 23 years, I’m asked by many young faculty and staff what
I think of Rider’s future. I tell them, first of all, that they are in a unique position
to impact that future. My generation, by and large, is leaving Rider; just this year
about 25 faculty are retiring. We have hired almost an equal number of new
faculty,” he said. “Only once every three or four decades does a new generation
have such an opportunity to impact the future of a university. Second, I tell
them that in an era of campus consolidations and closings, I believe Rider is well
positioned to be one of the survivors and they can help ensure that’s true. This is
an exciting and challenging time to be starting a career in higher education. I envy
them for that.”

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

By Tatyanna Carman

Associate Provost and Legal Counsel for Academic Affairs and recepient of The Frank N. Elliot Award
James Castagnera is to retire on June 30 of this year.
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Artbeast gets eco-friendly with “Greenbeast”

O

R

N May

1, Rider’s School of Fine and
Performing Arts’ final mainstage production
of the semester opens: Will Rogers’ “Follies.”
The musical, with book by Peter Stone, lyrics
by Betty Comden and Adolph Green and music by
Cy Coleman, follows the life of iconic performer
Will Rogers, played by junior musical theater major
Forrest Filiano.
The show is told as one of Florenz Ziegfeld’s
shows featuring his famous ensemble of singing,
dancing girls, the Follies. Rogers tells the audience
his life story as it unfolds, featuring iconic characters
such as Ziegfeld himself and Rogers’ wife, Betty
Blake. The role of Betty is shared by senior musical
theater major Lucy Bobbin and sophomore musical
theater major Emily Goulazian.
Rider’s production, directed and choreographed
by musical theater faculty member Robin Lewis,
features the original Broadway choreography
by Tommy Tune, including the iconic number
“Favorite Son.” Most of this choreography is
undertaken by the Follies, a large female singing
and dancing ensemble that provides spectacle and
beauty throughout the course of Will’s story. For
Mady Rogers, a sophomore musical theater major
and one of the Follies, learning Tommy Tune’s
original choreography was both a pleasure and a
challenge.
“Tommy Tune is so iconic in the world of
musical theater. There are so many tiny details that
have to happen to make the whole picture come to
life. He won the Tony [the most prestigious award
for Broadway shows] for best choreography for this
show, so it’s something really special and as a cast we
want to do it justice,” she said.
Sophomore musical theater major James Vinson
had similar feelings about the show. He said, “The

choreography is truly beautiful and takes the show
to another level.”
Vinson plays character Wiley Post, while also
serving as a swing, an actor who learns various roles
of the show and is prepared to take the stage in
place of the original actor at any time.
“Being a swing is exciting and frightening at the
same time. At any moment you have to be prepared
to step in and perform that actor’s track as if you’ve
been in that role for the whole run,” he said. “One
thing that helped me most was creating a different
character for each role I had to swing, which made it
easier to distinguish one track from another.”
The show has multiple large dance numbers
and features beautiful costumes and elaborate set
pieces. For Rogers, the biggest challenge has been
maintaining the high energy that is needed to carry
out such a powerhouse of a show.
“The hardest number is definitely ‘Willamania.’
It is the opening number and it demands really high
energy. It’s also really long so we all had to work to
build our stamina,” said Rogers.
Will Rogers’“Follies” tells the story of performer Will Rogers in the
There are moments of reprieve where she said
style of one of Florenz Ziegfeld’s shows.
she gets to enjoy a softer, more playful character like
in her favorite number, “My Big Mistake.”
Another unique aspect of this show is how
“This number has a power ballet at the end of it.
female-focused the cast is.
It’s so dainty and feminine, which is a style I love to
“This is such an empowering show to be a part
perform,” she said.
of,” said Rogers. “It is such a female-heavy cast,
For Vinson, he said he had to work hard to
which doesn’t happen a lot in musical theatre. I’m
develop a much different type of stamina. His
so honored to be a part of a cast full of amazing,
character, Wiley Post, performs his role from a seat
strong and powerful women.”
in the audience.
Readers can catch Vinson and Rogers, as well as
“I enjoy getting to watch the show very much,”
the rest of the cast of Will Rogers’ “Follies” which
said Vinson. “It is unique because when you’re in a
premieres May 1 at 7:30 p.m. in the Bart Luedeke
show you never get to see what is happening onstage
Center Theater, and runs until May 5.
through the audience’s eyes. My character is close
friends [with] Will Rogers in the show, so it feels like
getting to watch one of my own friends every run.”
Robin Lewis/Rider University

By Megan Raab

By Jason Mount
IDER celebrates

the arts once again
with the Artbeast festival on May
3.
The theme for the sixth
iteration of Artbeast is “Greenbeast,”
according to senior arts administration
major Elizabeth Smith.
“It’s focused on the intersection of
art, culture and sustainability,” Smith
said.
While coming up with the festival’s
theme year after year can be a
challenge, the creative team behind
Artbeast had no trouble thinking of this
year’s theme.
“The class unanimously came to the
decision to use this theme because of
how relevant it is with what is going on
in the world today,” Smith said.
With the theme chosen, the class
started organizing numerous activities
for students to partake in. This year’s
Artbeast will include activities like live
music, mandala making, henna tattoos,
t-shirt tye-dying, free food and more,
Smith explained.
With event planning comes
challenges, however, and the Artbeast
creative team found bumps in the road
while figuring out what activities to
include.
“The biggest challenge we’ve faced
with the preparation of Greenbeast has
been finding ways to keep the activities
eco-friendly and exciting,” Smith said.
Melody Marshall, senior arts
administration major, is also a part of

the festival’s creative team and found
similar struggles with keeping the
“green” in “Greenbeast.”
“Most of the challenges this year
were really trying to make everything
sustainable as well as affordable,”
Marshall said. “There was also a
challenge in making sure it was still
a fun arts activity that students on
campus would be interested in.”
Along with the challenges, the
Artbeast team also encountered a few
highlights in the creative process.
“The biggest highlight so far is
seeing all of it come together and
hearing people talk about it and tell
me that they’re excited to see what we
bring to Artbeast this year,” Marshall
said. “I’ve also really enjoyed getting to
work with this team. We all get along
really well and are all friends outside
of the class which makes this whole
process so much easier. I can’t imagine
how difficult it would be if we didn’t
work so well together.”
For Smith, the best part of Artbeast
was learning how to put it all together.
“Working on this year’s festival has
been a great opportunity for the class
to learn about event planning. We’ve
also had the opportunity to collaborate
with other organizations on campus
such as the eco-reps and the Office of
Sustainability,” Smith said.
Sophomore musical theatre major
and Eco-Rep Emma Harris explained
the role that the eco-reps played in
ArtBeast’s formation.

Courtesy of Rider University

“Willamania” at Rider: Will Rogers’ “Follies” to be final mainstage

Rider students celebrated the arts at the Artbeast festival in year’s past. Elizabeth Smith, senior arts
administration major and member of the creative team, said this year’s “Greenbeast” festival, which will take
place on May 3, will incorporate sustainability and eco-friendly materials into its activities.
“We shared some ideas with them,
like the Trashion Show, that we had
come up with earlier in the year but
were unable to find a place for,” Harris
said.
For Harris, the biggest challenge
came with communication and
collaborating ideas with such a large
number of people.
“The class in charge of planning the
event and the Eco-Rep team includes a
lot of people, so sometimes it gets to be
difficult to sit down and have a meeting
of the minds,” Harris said. “But overall
I think we have worked really well
together and I can’t wait to see what
comes this collaboration in the future.”
Harris believes the environmentallyfriendly aspect of this year’s festival will
have a positive impact on ArtBeasts to
come, and she cannot wait to see how it

comes to fruition.
“The aspects we’ve been working
on and planning are so innovative in
the ways that they can highlight the
creativity and expression of our student
body without compromising our
environmental impact,” Harris said.
Smith is hoping Rider’s students
look forward to this year’s Artbeast for
all the reasons they have loved previous
years.
“Students should get excited for
Greenbeast because it’s going to be
a truly exciting event with lots of
activities, live music and so much
more.” Smith said.

Horsing around: Summer Stampede rewards racers

Seniors prepare for a memorable week of a fun

O

A

N April

25, Rider’s College of Continuing
Studies (CCS) released the Broncs into the
Campus Mall. Students mounted their steeds
to race against each other for the chance
to win the grand prize: a $1,000 reward toward a
summer session class, two Ariana Grande concert
tickets, a pizza party for ten courtesy of Gourmet
Dining and gift cards from Barnes & Noble (B&N),
Rider Bookstore and Starbucks.
Inspired by the Kentucky Derby, the Summer
Stampede was created last year to increase
awareness for the summer session programs.
Marketing Manager for the CCS Susan Hammond
said in brainstorming ideas to promote summer
session programs, she thought that a high-visibility
event, like the stampede, would help boost
awareness.
“As the Broncs, and the hype of the upcoming
annual Kentucky Derby, I thought it would be ideal
to build off of that excitement and host our own
horse race with hopper ball horses, our bouncing
Broncs,” she said.
To complement the event, Gourmet Dining
served horseshoe cookies, mint julep mocktails and
hosted a Derby Day hat-making station.
With more than 30 racers, students were divided
into groups of at least six people per heat race.
Then, the winner of each heat race was able to
compete in the Grand Stampede Stand Off Race,
which was the final round. After Hammond gave
the students a chance to catch their breath, the ten
finalists took the reins once again to try to claim the
grand prize. On the sidelines, students cheered for
their friends and peers as the racers bounced their
way to the finish line.
With all of the racers hopping so quickly to the
finish line, it wasn’t unusual when there was some
confusion about who crossed it first.
“With so many racers vying for the top prizes,
it is expected to have confusion in who placed,”
Hammond said. “We have line judges who make

the call and who confer
with each other after
the Grand Stampede
race. We had video
footage at the finish
line to determine our
winners.”
At first, freshman
history major Danielle
Jackson thought she
lost, and she was
disappointed, thinking
she would just have
to try again next
year. Jackson said,
“I remember being
scared and thinking
I lost the whole
race because everyone (From left to right) Junior information systems major Isaiah Jean-Baptiste, freshman history major
seemed to be on the
Danielle Jackson and freshman general liberal arts and sciences studies major Trevor Sullivan
opposite side of the field saddled up for the Summer Stampede.
congratulating someone else who had won. I was
Bookstore and Starbucks. In third place, freshman
confused because I remember crossing the finish line
general liberal arts and sciences studies major
and not seeing anyone else around me, but I didn’t
Trevor Sullivan received a $250 reward toward a
see one of the contestants on the far left had already
summer session class, a bouncing Bronc from the
crossed before me. Then, I remember all the judges
Summer Stampede and gift cards from Gourmet
checking their phones to see who had crossed the
Dining, B&N Rider Bookstore and Starbucks.
line first. Then, they knocked the contestant on the
Additionally, CCS gave away bouncer T-shirts to the
first 30 racers and phone lanyards to the heat race
far left to third place for running instead of hopping
the entire time.”
winners.
In the end, Jackson won first place. She was
Even though Jackson was hesitant to participate
thrilled that she could take her 13-year-old brother
in the race at first, she decided to take a chance. In
to the Ariana concert. “I felt great, mainly because
high school, she was on the track team, so she had
my brother is a die-hard Ariana fan, and all I
plenty of experience with jumping exercises, which
wanted was to get these tickets, so now he can be
helped her win the race.
happy when I go home,” Jackson said.
Jackson originally wanted to take a summer
But Jackson wasn’t the only one to walk away
course, but she couldn’t afford it. Ultimately,
with a reward. Junior information systems major
the Summer Stampede provided her with the
opportunity to further her studies.
Isaiah Jean-Baptiste won the second place prize,
Editor’s note: Danielle Jackson is the Business/
which included a $500 reward toward a summer
session class, two Ariana Grande concert tickets
Advertising Manager for The Rider News. She was not
and gift cards from Gourmet Dining, B&N Rider
involved in the editing of this article.

By Christian McCarville

S the spring semester comes to a close, Rider’s
seniors are gearing up to officially finish this
chapter of their lives. While the countdown to
graduation can be very stressful and anxietyinducing for many, Rider is doing all it can to make sure
the experience is as fun and unforgettable as possible.
Senior Week, taking place from May 14 to 17, is
an activity-filled week put in place just for Rider’s
graduating seniors. The cost to attend is $125 per
senior and this fee covers all activities for the week,
excluding drinks from the Pub. Seniors will receive
designated wrist bands which will allow them to gain
entrance to the events.
Nicholas Barbati, assistant director of campus
life for activities and student engagement, describes
the event as “a wonderful tradition that restarted
two years ago which brings our graduating students
together one final time prior to Commencement to
both reminisce and make new memories. Students
should participate for a wonderful time at Senior Ball
as well as a chance to relax on campus and Atlantic
City and bond with their fellow graduates as well as
the faculty and staff that helped them along the way.”
Senior Week officially kicks off at 8 p.m. on May
14 with a senior celebration on the Student Recreation
Center (SRC) patio. Food and drinks are served until
11 p.m., as seniors, along with alumni, are encouraged
to mingle and enjoy themselves.
The following day, seniors can expect a Senior
Barbecue taking place at Betta House from 12 p.m.
to 2 p.m. President Gregory Dell’Omo will also be
present to bid farewell to the graduating class. Plenty
of food and games will be provided to those who
attend.
Later that day, from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m., the long
awaited Senior Ball will take place in the Cavalla
Room. Seniors will be provided with food, music and
many opportunities to have a great time with their
classmates before they depart. Senior Ball tickets cost
$60 and each Rider senior will be able to purchase
one additional guest ticket.

Courtesy of Rider University
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As the 2018-19 school year concludes, Senior Week is on the horizon. From May 14 to 17, seniors students will experience an “amazingly jam-packed
schedule of activities,” according to Senior Class President and senior communication studies major Olivia Battinelli.
An After Ball Wine Social is set to take place
promptly after the Senior Ball at the SRC Patio. This
event will last until 1 a.m.
On May 16, seniors participating in Senior Week
will be able to take an all day trip to Atlantic City.
The bus will leave from the Bart Luedeke Center at 11
a.m., and head back to Rider at 9 p.m. This provides
seniors with yet another great opportunity to spend
time and make memories with their friends before
Commencement arrives.
The next day, May 17, a Senior Brunch will be held
along with a Last Lecture. This will begin at 11 a.m.
in the Cavalla Room. Later that day, a Senior Softball
game will take place at 2 p.m. on the Herb & Joan
Young Softball Field.
Olivia Battinelli, senior class president and
senior communication studies major, discusses the
importance of Senior Week.
“The significance of Senior Week is to make lasting
memories with our university,” she said. “Seniors
should participate in this event because it will be their
last chance to engage as underclassmen.”

Battinelli also provided some insight into the
planning of Senior Week. She explained that the event
has been in the works all year.
“I have worked closely with Nick Barbati, our
advisor, as well as my team, Stephanie Turner,
Danielle Gangemi and Alex Solomon,” she said. “We
planned all of the logistics and had frequent meetings
to figure out this amazingly jam-packed schedule of
activities.”
Many seniors have expressed their anticipation to
participate in Senior Week after they have concluded
their final week of classes.
Promptly after the conclusion of Senior Week,
the Commencement Ceremony will be held on
May 18 at the CURE Insurance Arena in Trenton.
Any non-Seniors who would like to volunteer at
commencement may do so by registering on Bronc
Nation. The procession is set to begin at 10 a.m., with
graduates and guests arriving at 9 a.m.
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to connect with people worldwide
and become agents of democracy.
The average citizen has the power
and the audience to speak out about
everyday occurrences and be a
voice in crucial conversations across
the world that ultimately generate
change in society.
Social media has been the
platform for the average citizen to
state their grievances and objections.
Powerful movements have ignited
through viral news, bringing to light
vital information. Twitter, Instagram
and many other social media sites
provide international conversation,
making it easy and convenient to
voice an opinion and reach out to
others who feel the same way.
People feel compelled to take
their phones out and record things
that others may not believe. Every
day, people can record anything so
they have evidence to protect their
truth. I encourage everyone to take
a stand against injustice in all forms,
use your phones and voice to speak
out against what is wrong, even if it
is not happening to you.
Our voices are louder when we
raise them together.

Courtesy of Creatiive Commons

W

HENEVER a new video
surfaces of police brutality
I refuse to engage. I
emotionally do not have
the strength to do so. That is how
much I see these acts taking place,
frequently enough that I am numb.
Numb to the fact that some of us
need protection from the ones that
should be protecting us.
On April 16, Yale University
Police fired 20 shots at a red Honda
Civic in New Haven, Connecticut.
In the police body cam footage, a
black man with dreadlocks is seen
stepping out of the car and raising
his hands into the air. Almost
immediately, the police officer
appeared to start shooting, shattering
the passenger-side window.
“The driver of the Honda Civic,
Paul Witherspoon III, 21, was not
injured. The passenger, Stephanie
Washington, 22, was shot but not
critically injured,” according to The
New York Times.
After the Connecticut State Police
released the footage in response to
the questions and calls about the
shooting that took place about a mile
from Yale, it has prompted a week of
protests.
“Hundreds of Yale students
and activists from New Haven
congregated at a prominent
intersection near the center of
campus, shutting down two major
thoroughfares. Protesters waved
signs that read, ‘Jail Killer Cops!’
and ‘Yale PD: Off of our Street,’”
said The New York Times.
Yale students and participants
from neighboring cities have joined
together to demand justice for
Witherspoon and Washington.
Demonstrators have gathered almost
every day at the site of the shooting
and outside the home of Yale’s
President Peter Salovey. Salovey
asked the protesters in a letter to
refrain from drawing conclusion
until the investigation was complete.
To see the students of Yale band
together as one student body was
heartwarming. Racial protest has
always had a face whether it be the
afro or the fist in the air, but on
Yale’s campus, there were multiple
faces standing for one another.
Two weeks later, the Florida state
Senate approved a bill allowing
armed teachers into the classroom
in an attempt to “prevent” school
shootings. The legislation would
permit teachers to carry firearms
on school grounds if local school
boards agree to allow staffers to
carry firearms, according to The
Hill. The Senate voted 22-17 to
approve the measure, setting up a
vote in the state House. But, it raised
my concern about the black and
brown children who occupy these
classrooms; how will this play out
for them? Where can they go? It is
unpredictable.
Although the bill is out of my
hands, I urge everyday people to
take part in citizen journalism.
Citizen journalism is the collection
and broadcasting of information
by the general public typically on
the Internet. Armed with mobile
devices, the public has the power

Courtesy of Creatiive Commons

Yale police shooting evokes protest

Ridge House, 2083 Lawrenceville Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

Phone: 609 896 5256

General Meetings: Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.

Executive Editor
Stephen Neukam
Managing Editor
Lauren Minore
News Editors
Tatyanna Carman
Hailey Hensley
Features and Arts
& Entertainment Editor
Jason Mount
Christian McCarville
Opinion Editor
Qur'an Hansford
Sports Editors
Austin Boland-Ferguson
Dylan Manfre
Photography Editor

Social Media Editor
Dylan Manfre
Copy Editors
Danielle Marcus
Amanda Fogarty
Emily Kim
Design Manager
Gabriella LaVerdi
Business/Advertising 		
Manager
Danielle Jackson
Circulation Managers
Drew Jacabacci
Kaylee Ettinger
Kerri Marano
Stephanie Ayr
Faculty Adviser
Dr. Jackie Incollingo

Chris Alexander

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to
the editor from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s
telephone number and email address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks
on individuals or groups are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters to the editor
for length, clarity, accuracy, grammar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste
and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board,
which may reject any letter. Send to The Rider News via email at ridernewsopinion@rider.
edu. Letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication. Any tips or
suggestions can be sent to ridernews@rider.edu.

www.theridernews.com
facebook.com/theridernews
ridernews@rider.edu

@theridernews
@theridernews
ridernews@rider.edu

May 1, 2019

9

The Rider News 

LET TER TO EDITOR

A farewell from Lauren Lavelle

W

HEN I first walked into the Rider News newsroom in September 2015,
I had no idea how much of an impact it would make on my college
experience. It started out as a way to branch out and get involved at
Rider, but after a few weeks of writing for the News section, I realized
how special and unique this student newspaper was and knew my time there was
only beginning.
When I was promoted to News Editor in February 2016, I truly began
my journey at The Rider News. While I always knew I wanted to become a
journalist, this position furthered my passion and confirmed that this was what I
wanted to do with my life. Being involved in major events on campus, from the
2015 academic major cuts, to the sale of Westminster Choir College showed me
just how essential student journalism is to a university community. The work we
spent hours on in Ridge House basement was for the greater good of our college
community and I was so happy to be an essential part of it.
I took a leap of faith when I ran for Executive Editor in February 2018. The
Rider News had become a part of who I was and I wanted a chance to see it
thrive under my direction. To say I was overjoyed when I received the position
is an understatement. The dedication and time I poured into The Rider News
since my freshman year had finally paid off and I was ready to take on the
challenge of leading the best college newspaper in New Jersey.
Although this year had its fair share of ups and downs, I am incredibly
grateful for my time at The Rider News. The near four years I have spent in the
newsroom have been some of the best I have ever had and I can confidently say
The Rider News taught me more than any class ever could.
I want to thank several people for remaining by my side through it all as
I navigated my way through my journalism journey. First, I’d like to thank
my wonderful 2018-19 Rider News staff for being such a fantastic group of
students, friends and most importantly, journalists. Throughout my four years,
I have never seen such a talented group of people pass through that office. I
hope you all remain honest, hard working journalists and I wish you nothing
but the best in the years to come. Next I’d like to thank my Managing Editor,
Megan Lupo, for being such an amazing friend and second-in-command to me
this past year. You have been there for every problem, decision and solution and
I couldn’t have asked for a better person to be by my side. I’d also like to thank
Jackie Incollingo for being a trustworthy and hardworking mentor to me from
the day I walked into her COM 102 classroom. You are what all journalists
should aspire to be and I hope I can be half the one you were one day.
Finally, I’d like to thank The Rider News as a whole for giving me a voice on
this campus. In a world where people need to fight to have their voices heard, I
am eternally grateful that I had the opportunity to have mine heard.
Lauren Lavelle
senior journalism major

Opinion
GREEN CORNER

Artbeast goes green with Greenbeast

A

LTHOUGH Earth Day is over, the
celebration of sustainability
is still in full force with
this year’s Artbeast event,
re-titled Greenbeast. The arts and
entertainment industries management
majors are hosting their seventhannual festival to celebrate a wide
range of artistic talent on campus,
including live music, theater, dance,
painting, tie dying and more.
Each year, the theme for Artbeast
is chosen by the Arts Events and
Festivals class. This year’s theme of
sustainability led to the festival to be
nicknamed “Greenbeast.”
“What better way to call attention
to the need for sustainability than
through artistic expression and
creative engagement,”said Assistant
Professor of Arts Events and Festivals
Todd Dellinger.
Greenbeast has many sustainable
aspects this year that make it different
than any other Artbeast festival in the
past. “We wanted to find ways to not
only ‘go green’ ourselves, but educate
our attendees on sustainable art
making practices as well,” said senior
arts and entertainment industries
management major Elizabeth Smith.
Many of the activities were
designed using more recycled
materials, switching to eco-friendly
spray paints for the graffiti art project
and using organic T-shirts for the tiedye station.
Greenbeast is becoming more
sustainable through it’s “Trashion
Show.” This event gives students the
opportunity to make an outfit out
of trash or recycled materials. The

outfits must be at least 75 percent
non-clothing items such as trash bags,
bottles or other nonconventional
clothing materials. The outfits are
scored on creativity or materials,
amount of different materials
and wear-ability of the design.
The creations will be displayed
on the campus green throughout
the event with the top five designs
being showcased at the pub for the
“Trashion Show.”
“The project engages many
different communities and groups
on campus to come together in arts
and culture,” said Dellinger. “From
student life, to fraternal organizations,
to multicultural organizations,
Artbeast brings the campus together
in celebration of the creative spirit.”
“This has been a great year
seeing sustainability merge with the
arts. First with the Sustainability
and Dance Project, and now with
Greenbeast. I am so proud to be
involved with these terrific arts and
sustainability collaborations and
hope to do more in the future,” said
Rider Sustainability Manager Melissa
Greenberg.
Celebrate Greenbeast on Friday
May 3 as an end to the last day of
classes. The event is from 3 p.m. to
12 a.m. on the Bart Leudeke Center
Patio, Terrace, Campus Green and
the Pub. There will be food, special
prizes and giveaways.
Brianne Gallina
Rider Eco-Rep

LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Students must realize their power: A final word from Megan Lupo

W

HEN I first got involved with The Rider News, I never expected it to be
the most defining endeavor of my life. Over the 60 articles I wrote, the
connections I established with administration, faculty and students, I
have grown as a writer. As well as mastering the art of archival research,
chasing down sources and presenting the information I gathered in a cohesive piece
played such an instrumental role in developing my craft as a journalist. From covering issues, such as the progression made with a gender-inclusive homecoming court,
the termination of The Shadow, the free speech debacle on college campuses and
a reflective piece on the campus’ history of blackface, I discovered the heart of the
community, full of complications but still strong. Even the challenging moments
where I, along with my fellow editors, were stigmatized by university officials for
being a part of the media when reporting on issues, I did not allow myself to be
discouraged.
I strived to be as fearless in the face of frustration at the encouragement of my
esteemed mentor, The Rider News Faculty Advisor Jackie Incollingo. All the tools
I am taking with me, as I venture off to graduate school, I learned from her—
journalistic resilience, ethics and of course, the importance of the Associated Press
Stylebook. The communications department provides such scholarly faculty that
ignited the spark I have for journalism into a full-fledged fire. I became a sponge in
their classes, and absorbed every piece of lessons that were presented to me about
the execution of storytelling. As I continue onward in furthering my education,
I anticipate those continuing after me will hold the same passion for holding
individuals accountable and capturing the essence of human perseverance. And
I know under the guidance of Executive Editor Stephen Neukam and Managing
Editor Lauren Minore, they will. I don’t report on Rider’s controversies because
I hate this school, quite the contrary. What captivates me about journalism is that
this profession reports on the beauty and flaws of humanity because there is an
intense care for it. Instead of passively watching like ordinary citizens, journalists
take the pain, happiness or anger they witness and retell those events in an
unbiased way to guide the audience to make issues matter. Both the positive and
negative reactions that readers have had from my stories prove my influence.
Do you, as students, realize the power that you have to make such a difference?
The most deflating response I ever get from students is when they refuse to
comment in fear of suffering repercussions if they voice disapproval. What

students need to know is they should never be afraid to question authority or
leadership of an organization, or the school they are attending. Social reform
happens when someone is brave enough to speak up against injustice. Freshman
arts and entertainment industries management major Jamie Hafner is the perfect
example of that with her “Letter to the Editor.” Her words inspired the renaming
of Gourmet Dining’s healthy eating challenge from “The Biggest Loser at Rider”
to “The Healthy U Challenge” due to its problematic implication of encouraging
extreme weight loss. The silence of the Student Government Association (SGA)
and its lack of outreach reassurance, especially when students were hurt over
the uncovering of Rider’s blackface, a dean stepping down due to her religious
beliefs and a controversial event intended to lessen the identity of members of the
campus community, was deafening.
When the Board of Trustees announced its decision to sell Westminster
Choir College (WCC), SGA’s then-executive board released a campus-wide
email on March 28, 2017, expressing uncertainty on where this resolution places
the University’s value on the arts and preserving the identity of WCC’s artistic
excellence. The 2017-2018 board continued to remain transparent, updating
students on every step of unfolding events. When I received these messages, I felt
comforted that SGA prioritized and willingly fought for the student body, rather
than being lap dogs for the administration. In times of SGA’s current reticence
and external inadequacy, the student body must be vocal, and The Rider News is
where you can be heard. I am so proud that our award-winning Opinion Editor
Qur’an Hansford presents such a representation of a diverse student population
with her editorials. With my closing reflection, I urge everyone to become a
presence within this community and get involved— advocate for change instead of
complaining. I owe so much to this institution for all its taught me, and I hope you
all aspire to be just as curious.
Megan Lupo
senior journalism major
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BASEBALL

Rider loses 10th straight in winless week

S

By Austin Boland-Ferguson

for the baseball team as they
were swept at Quinnipiac, losing all three games
in the MAAC matchup, 16-9, 7-1 and 15-4 and
were defeated by Lafayette, 15-0.
The Broncs traveled to Hamden, Connecticut,
on April 27 to take on Quinnipiac in a weekend set,
starting with a doubleheader.
In the first of the two games, both teams went back
and forth with their bats. In the top of the seventh,
Rider loaded the bases for junior outfielder Jack
Peterson.
Trailing by two, Peterson blasted a grand slam,
bringing in all three runners and himself to push the
Broncs to a 9-7 lead. Peterson’s home run was his
fourth of the season and his first grand slam with the
Broncs.
“I just wanted to put together a good at bat,”
Peterson said. “I was trying to see more pitches, I
found my pitch and I hit it out.”
The Bobcats answered quickly, scoring five runs in
the bottom of the seventh, followed by four more runs
in the eighth to secure the 16-9 victory.
Sophomore pitcher Vincent Vitacco took the loss
on the mound in game one for Rider, letting up seven
earned runs on eight hits and five walks. The loss was
the sixth of the season for Vitacco.
The second half of the doubleheader was a rough
one for the Broncs. Quinnipiac’s offense was steady
throughout, putting up seven runs in seven innings.
Rider did not have the same fortunes at the plate,
amassing only one hit throughout the game off the bat
of junior outfielder Sebastian Williamson, which also
drove in the only run of the game for the Broncs.
Starting pitching was again unsuccessful for Rider
as sophomore Joe Papeo remained winless on the
season with his fourth loss, letting up six runs on six
hits in three and two-thirds innings of work.
Due to inclement weather, the final game of the
series that was originally supposed to take place on
April 28 instead took place on April 29. The day of
rest did not help the Broncs’ efforts.
Rider’s bats looked to keep up with Quinnipiac

Courtesy of Rider Athletics

TRUGGLES continued

Junior Jack Peterson hit his first grand slam as a Bronc against
Quinnipiac on April 27.
early. After a Bobcats’ home run in the bottom of
the first, singles from junior infielder Zach Fick and
freshman infielder David Bermudez knotted the game

at two runs a piece in the top of the second.
In the bottom of the second, however, a wild
pickoff attempt from freshman Andrew Imperatore
would bring a runner home to give Quinnipiac a onerun edge.
The Bobcats wouldn’t look back, scoring 12 runs
in the next six innings, highlighted by a five-run sixth
inning.
The Broncs’ bats couldn’t keep up, only managing
to add two more runs to their total, both in the ninth
inning.
Rider came home to Sonny Pittaro Field on April
30 to take on Lafayette, where defensive shortcomings
were once again the early difference maker in the
game.
Freshman pitcher Colin Eiser, despite allowing just
two runs, committed three errors and a balk in three
innings of work, mistakes that proved costly to the
Broncs.
Lafayette didn’t stop there, scoring another 13 runs
throughout the contest, highlighted by a seven-run
effort in the top of the fifth inning.
On the offensive side of things, Rider’s batters were
able to get four hits, but were unable to score as they
were shutout, 15-0.
The loss was the 10th in a row for Rider and Head
Coach Barry Davis pointed to defensive issues as
responsible for the string of bad games.
“We made too many mistakes with the walks and
the errors,” Davis said. “The competitive phase of the
game ended in the fifth inning.”
After the Broncs’ loss to Lafayette, they sit with
an overall record of 13-31, with a 4-12 record in the
MAAC, putting them in 10th place in the conference.
Rider will travel to Piscataway on May 1 to take on
Rutgers at 3 p.m., followed by a weekend home series
against Manhattan at Sonny Pittaro Field on May 4 at
12 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. and May 5 at 12 p.m.

Rider’s game against Rutgers can be viewed on BTN
Plus and all games against Manhattan can be viewed on
ESPN+.

TR ACK AND FIELD

Broncs boast strong outing at Penn Relays

I

IT was a historic weekend as some of the best runners in the country competed at
the 125th Penn Relays and as TCNJ hosted its yearly invitational.
The track and field team participated at Franklin Field at Pennsylvania
University from April 25 to 27 and raced at TCNJ for the Lions Invitational on
April 26.
The women’s distance medley relay team consisting of freshman Teagan ScheinBecker, junior Nicole Berry, junior Kristin Seigle and freshman Sophia Castronovo
ran the fourth fastest time in program history clocking in at 11:51.59.
Castronovo was a part of the women’s 4x400-meter relay team that finished at
3:50.27. The quartet was a hair over two seconds away from the fastest in program
history.
The men’s 4x400 ran 3:14.24, which is No. 4 all-time for Rider. The relay
quartet consisted of freshmen James Green, Tahkwan Ingraham and Jerome Boyer
along with senior Russell Malko.
On the field, senior Matthew Kramer broke his own Bronc record in the men’s
hammer throw at the Penn Relays with a distance of 56.99 meters. The throw was
also an Intercollegiate Association of Amateur Athletes of America qualifying mark.
At the Penn Relays graduate student Sara Gardner’s winning time of 13.53 in
the preliminaries of the 100-meter hurdles on April 26 qualified her for the final the
following day.
“Winning prelims felt really good,” Gardner said. “To win the heat puts you on
this confidence level, like, ‘I’m ranked No. 2 going into the final.’”
A tight finish between Naomi Taylor, of the University of Houston, and
Gardner, saw Taylor claim first place by a fraction of a second in the championship
race. Her time of 13.46, qualified her for the Eastern College Athletic Conference
(ECAC) meet on May 10.
“[Taylor] was really good,” Gardner said. “I think her personal record was 12.84
[seconds], but in perspective, it shows that we’re slowly chipping away at my time.
It was great to go up against such good competition. She is really talented and to be
close to her level is great.”
Her performances earned her Women’s Track Performer of the Week April 30.
It was her second weekly honor this month.
At the Lions Invitational, junior Isaiah Jean-Baptiste and freshman Ben

Courtesy of Rider Athletics

By Dylan Manfre

Senior Matthew Kramer broke his own Rider record in the men’s hamer throw at the 125th Penn Relays at
Pennsylvania University in Philadelphia.

Woodward took fifth and sixth in the men’s 1500-meter run with times of 4:07 and
4:09, respectively. Freshman Will Spector took first in heat four of the same event,
crossing at 4:16.
In the women’s 100-meter run, Rider saw four top-10 finishes as freshman
Genesis Walker, graduate student Cleopatra Morrison, freshman Gabbi Dillard and
freshman Yvette Assongba crossed the line in third, sixth, eighth and ninth places,
respectively.
Head Coach Bob Hamer spoke about his team’s work ethic moving forward with
the MAAC Championship meet quickly approaching.
“This time of the year is when we expect our athletes to be in the best shape
they’ve been in all year,” Hamer said. “This is a time where they hopefully can go
out and compete and really feel good about what they’re doing. I definitely think
[the team] has a heightened awareness going into MAACs.”
Monmouth University will host the two-day championship meet on May 4 and 5.
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Courtsey of the San Diego Padres

Former Bronc proving he belongs in MLB

San Diego Padres pitcher Nick Margevicius had a 2-3 record and a 3.23 ERA in his first six MLB starts. Margevicius had a 15-14 record with a 3.18 ERA in his three seasons at Rider.

O

By Rob Rose
F the

1,215 players selected in
the 2017 MLB Draft, only one is
making an impact in the MLB.
It’s not a Top-10 pick or
anyone the draft analysts told fans
to watch on draft night. Instead, the
No. 198 overall pick by the San Diego
Padres, Nick Margevicius, fought his
way to the big leagues just two years
after pitching at Rider.
“There is no way anybody would
have guessed that,” said Margevicius
through a laugh. “I don’t think you
would guess anyone is going to get to
[MLB] that quickly. It’s just how it
worked out for me.”
One year ago, Margevicius (margav-a-chis) was pitching for the Fort
Wayne TinCaps, the Class A Minor
League Baseball affiliate of the San
Diego Padres. Twelve months later,
the Padres’ seventh-round pick in the
2017 MLB Draft earned a spot in their
starting rotation faster than even he
could’ve expected.
In his first two seasons in the Padres’
minor league system, Margevicius
pitched in 34 games and made 32
starts. Overall, Margevicius had a 14-9
record with a 3.00 ERA in 183 innings,
had 208 strikeouts and walked eight
batters.
Despite his early success in the
minors, which included a 2018 MidSeason All Star selection while pitching
for the TinCaps, Margevicius wasn’t
picked as one of the Padres’ Top-30
prospects by MLB Pipeline prior to the
season.
Having to work for recognition
is nothing new to Margevicius. To
even get on the radar of college
coaches, Margevicius sent emails to

every Division I baseball coach with
a YouTube video of his highlight reel,
which included a perfect game during
his sophomore season.
So when Margevicius received an
unexpected offer to spring training
with the Padres, he made the most of
it. In his four spring-training starts,
Margevicius had a 1-0 record with a
4.50 ERA in 12 innings and struck out
12 batters.
Margevicius was still at the team’s
spring training facility in Peoria,
Arizona, on the morning of March 28
when he found out he was going to be a
member of the Padres.
He got a phone call from Padres
General Manager A.J. Preller with the
life-changing news, but wasn’t allowed
to tell his family until the move was
official. So Margevicius went and
practiced because he knew he would be
making the five-hour drive from Peoria,
Arizona, to San Diego, California, that
night.
During his workout, news of
his promotion reached Twitter, but
Margevicius’ family and fiancee,
Shannon Kelly, who played soccer
at Rider, had to hear it from him to
believe what they read on Twitter.
“A lot of rumors come out on
Twitter that turn out to not be true,
so they weren’t all in on it,” said
Margevicius. “I called them as soon as
I could and it was still like me telling
them.”
Two days later, Margevicius was
on the mound at Petco Park in front
of a crowd of 41,899 while making
his MLB debut in front of the Padres’
fans against the San Francisco Giants.
His parents, Mark and Marigene
Margevicius, were in attendance as

well as Kelly and his former Rider
teammate and friend Christian Estevez.
“I could’ve found out at [midnight]
the night before I was pitching and they
would’ve found a way to get there,”
said Nick Margevicius. “There’s no way
I could’ve got [to the Padres] without
my family. It was such a big event for all
of us. I was really happy they were able
to share the first game with me.”
Although his MLB debut ended with
him receiving a loss, Nick Margevicius
showed he could hang with the best in
the game. He went five innings, had
five strikeouts and allowed one earned
run on three hits. The first strikeout of
his career came against 2012 National
League MVP Buster Posey.
The fact that Nick Margevicius
has ascended to the MLB faster than
anyone could have expected is not lost
on the 6-foot-5-inch left-hander.
“It’s crazy how far I’ve come,”
said Nick Margevicius. “Two years
ago, [Estevez] was playing third base
[with him at Rider] and then he was
in the stands watching me with [San
Diego Padres third baseman] Manny
Machado playing third base.”
In addition to Machado, a two-time
Gold Glove winner, the Padres infield
is filled with a star-studded cast. First
baseman Eric Hosmer has four Gold
Gloves of his own, second baseman Ian
Kinsler has a pair of Gold Gloves as
well and catcher Francisco Mejia and
shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. are two of
the Top 25 prospects in baseball.
“It hit me in spring training,” said
Nick Margevicius. “Turning around in
spring training, I was like, ‘Wow. This
defense is pretty amazing.’”
While dominating the minor
leagues, Nick Margevicius graduated

from Rider in December 2017 with
a finance degree after he took online
courses following the MLB Draft in
June 2017. He planned on entering the
MLB Draft following his junior season
and loaded up his schedule with six
classes in the Spring 2017 semester
during baseball season.
“I had to get deans to sign off so
I was able to take more than three
major classes,” said Nick Margevicius.
“It was actually my best semester
academically.”
Through his first six starts, Nick
Margevicius had a 2-3 record and a
3.23 ERA. Nick Margevicius picked up
his first MLB win and hit on April 10 in
a road start against the San Francisco
Giants.
“I don’t know what it is, I don’t
care, but the hitters will tell you
[Nick Margevicius] just has extreme
confidence that when he throws a strike
he’s going to get an out,” San Diego
Padres’ Pitching Coach Darren Balsley
told The Athletic.
Today’s MLB scouts and general
managers are looking for pitching
prospects who can throw 100 mph and
strikeout batters. Despite the average
velocity of his fastball at 89 mph
compared to the MLB average of 93
mph, Nick Margevicius has found his
own way to get outs against the best
players in MLB.
“I throw strikes, said Nick
Margevicius. “I have been able to keep
hitters off balance and throw the ball
where I want to. It’s a little different
than today’s style, but it’s what has
made me successful.”

