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SGA PRESIDENT ELECTED

Paige Ewing wins SGA presidential election. page 6

FROM THE EDITOR

Opinion editor and staff member give their closing
thoughts on the TPUSA white privilege evemt. page 8

BACK TO WINNING

After a four-game losing streak, the baseball team
won four of five games. page 12
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Andrew J. Rider welcomes all

➠

SEE STUDENTS
PAGE 7

The Student Government Association donated a statue of Andrew J. Rider sitting on a bench to promote school spirit and remind the community of Rider’s name-sake history. It was placed outside of the Bart
Luedeke Center to welcome students, faculty, staff and visitors on campus.

Former governor joins panel at Rebovich event

T

HE Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics hosted a panel of speakers, which
included the 49th Governor of New Jersey James Florio, to discuss the future of
the Pine Barrens of New Jersey, or the Pinelands, on April 4.
Alongside Florio was Pinelands Commissioner Edward Lloyd and Assistant
Executive Director at the Pinelands Preservation Alliance, Jaclyn Rhoads. Each took
turns discussing issues facing the Pinelands, which was established as the country’s
first National Reserve in 1978. It spans approximately 1.1 million acres of farms,
forests and wetlands.
The hot topic of the discussion was the prospects of oil and natural gas drilling
off the coast of New Jersey and what implications it would have on the Pinelands.
In March, the Pinelands Commission, which is a state agency that consists of a
15-member board, voided the approval of a proposed 22-mile natural gas pipeline
that would have entered 10 miles of protected Pineland area. Rhoads emphasized
the economic and environmental importance of the Pinelands.
“The natural resources that we have in the Pinelands are not only integral to the
plants and animals that live there but also for us,” said Rhoads.
Rhoads highlighted the Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer which contains around 17
trillion gallons of fresh water that “provides millions of people with drinking water.”
She also explained that the Pinelands are home to “some of the rarest and most
threatened” species of animals in the world.
Lloyd discussed the Pinelands Commission’s Comprehensive Management Plan
(CMP) which is the method through which the commission protects the Pinelands.
The CMP, according to the commission’s official website, “contains the rules that
guide land-use, development and natural resource protection programs in the state
Pinelands Area.”
“One of the things the CMP did was set up management areas in the Pinelands
to direct growth, or where growth should occur and preserve areas that should be
preserved,” said Lloyd.
All three panelists praised the overall structure and model of the Pinelands
Commission and the CMP. However, they agreed that when individuals get into
those positions and do not follow the rules or have the interests of the Pinelands as
a priority, the commission and plan can be ineffective. Although these flaws may
exist, Lloyd was adamant that the mere existence of the commission is a positive for
public discourse.
“It is really important for the public to come to [the commission’s] meetings and
give us their viewpoint because it makes a huge difference to all of us,” said Lloyd.
“[The CMP] has given us an opportunity as a society to talk about these public
policy issues in open meetings and grapple with these questions.”

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

By Stephen Neukam

Former New Jersey Governor James Florio attented the Rebovich Institue event at Rider on April 4.
Florio predicted the continued importance of the Pinelands to the economy.
He highlighted the shift from fossil fuels and other energy sources to more natural
resources. As an example, he highlighted how the Israeli government’s water
policies have transformed a situation of water shortage into water abundance.
“Water is the new oil. Oil, in the last century, was the lubricating factor in our
economy,” said Florio.
The speakers touched on a number of other topics — global warming, the
permit process for companies wanting to work or expand into the Pinelands and the
backlash the commission has received from a number of angles. Freshman political
science major Matthew Schantin found the discussion to be very informative.
“The panelists were all well-versed on the issues of the Pinelands,” said Schantin.
“Despite there not being an extremely pertinent threat to the entirety of the
Pinelands at this moment, students and citizens, in general, could become informed
and aware of future problems and how to solve them.”
Director of Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics Micah Rasmussen was
excited about what the discussion accomplished.
“[The panel gave] students and members of the community a solid cross-section
of the issues facing the Pinelands, and how we’re dealing with them as a state,”
said Rasmussen. “I was pleased with the quality and volume of the information
presented by our thoughtful panelists, as well as some very actionable ideas that
came out of our discussion.”
The Rebovich Institute will host United States Attorney for the District of New
Jersey Craig Carpenito, who graduated Rider in 1996, on April 24 at 6:30 p.m.
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Hold, please

The article “Dean cancels WCC meeting due to AAUP
member’s attendance,” misspelled a professor of voice’s first
and last name. He is Elem Eley, not Elan Elay.

This call couldn’t wait. On April 2 at 10:38 a.m., a report was filed to Public
Safety after a male student took a phone call in class and became rude and cursed
when the professor asked him to stop. The student was referred to the Office of
Community Standards.

Unknown visitor

A name would be nice. On April 5 at 12:29 a.m., Public Safety responded to a
report of an unknown individual searching for a female student on campus. The
female student received information from a friend that an individual driving a
white Toyota Camry was looking for her. Officers could not identify the individual
on campus.

Wet West Village

— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim Flatley

Peter G. Borg/ Rider University

It’s coming from the ceiling. On April 7 at 10:43 p.m., Public Safety was called
to West Village A for a reported water leak. When the officers arrived, they were
directed to a first-floor room where water was leaking from the ceiling. The officers
inspected the room above but found nothing to indicate why it was leaking.
Facilities were contacted and planned to address the problem on April 8.

Professor retires after 30 years at Rider

A

FTER over 30 years of hard work for the Education Opportunity Program
(EOP), an academic support program that helps students with financial assistance, former EOP Director Rubin Joyner retired on Jan. 23.
“This is a home away from home, my home is right down the street,” said
Joyner. “I was born and raised in Lawrence, I went to school here.”
Joyner began working as the director of EOP in 1989, and was responsible for all
aspects of the program. He handled the budget, program creation and lobbying the
government to ensure the program received ongoing and proper funding.
“It was a pleasure to work with Rubin,” said Ira Mayo, associate dean of student
affairs. “Like most of us, he was juggling a plethora of tasks, but he was always
thinking about ways to make things better for students.”
Many of his colleagues have nothing but positive things to say about him.
“It was a pleasure, [knowing Joyner,]” said Evelyn Thomas, current director
of EOP. “We both had the best interests of the students in mind, so we had a real
meeting of the minds when it came to our work together.”
Joyner had many accomplishments during his time at Rider. One that stood
out was the retention rate of the EOP student population. He also brought a lot
of additional funding for the students in the program from its state agency. These
funds helped students enroll in J-term and summer sessions. Additionally, he
brought in funding to support the EOP mentoring program.
“Rubin loved to play basketball, he and I were part of a regular staff game here
for over 30 years,” said Mayo.
In the summer, Joyner liked to spend his lunch break working on his jump shot.
“It was actually quite lethal,” said Mayo.
When asked about his jump shot, Joyner jokingly said, “You don’t want none of
this. I can’t ball like I could when I was 17, but you don’t want none of this.”
Not only was he a pleasant co-worker, but he was also a great person, according
to colleagues.
“The best kind of person. He is genuine, he likes people and likes to get to know
people,” said Thomas. “He’s also really funny.”
Rubin attended Rider as an undergraduate in the early 70s. While he was a
student, he was part of the Rider Men’s basketball team. During this time, he
met a girl named Phyllis, who later on became his wife and the mother of his two
daughters.
“My favorite memory at Rider was in 1970, when I met my wife Phyllis,” said
Joyner. “She looked like the Queen of Egypt.”
Joyner showed care for the students on the Lawrenceville campus, but he also
made sure he showed support for the Westminster Choir College campus (WCC) as
well.
“I always appreciated the regard that Rubin held for the students he met at
Westminster,” said Thomas. “He has always been in awe of their talent and would
support them in any way he could. He made a special point of attending the WCC
commencement every year to congratulate the graduates.”
Joyner impacted the students, the faculty and the Rider community as well.

Peter G. Borg/ Rider University

By Ryan Connelly

Associate professor and director of the Education Opportunity Program, Rubin Joyner, retired on Jan.
23, after dedicating 30 years to Rider’s education department.
“Over his 30 year career, Rubin impacted thousands of students’ lives and many
of them, when they heard about his retirement, reached out to him to tell him how
much he and the program meant to them,” said Mayo. “He will be greatly missed
for his dedication to the EOP and its students and to Rider as a whole.”
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Campus forum reports Rider’s strategic plan efforts

T

HE University Marketing and Communications department held a “Campus
Marketing Forum” on March 14 in the Science and Technology Center to
inform the Rider community of a recent brand study and future plans for the
university.
The brand study was produced by 160over90, a branding agency based out of
Philadelphia, with its results intended to be a part of the university’s Strategic Plan,
specifically to help raise Rider’s profile.
Kristine Brown, associate vice president for university marketing and
communications, presented the information at the forum.
“[160over90] conducted a very comprehensive, qualitative and quantitative
marketing research study for us where we interviewed, talked to and surveyed
over 3,000 people, primarily faculty, staff, current students, prospective students,
prospective parents, alumni and guidance counselors,” said Brown.
According to Brown, the process of the study consisted of three steps.
“One, we wanted to find out what people knew and thought about our
competitor institutions as well as what people perceived and understood about
Rider,” she said. “Then, the third part of the engagement with 160over90 was
for them to propose a brand strategy roll-out for the university that we could then
determine whether we were going to move forward with or not.”
The brand study generated various results.
“Some of the great things that Rider is well-known for among our stakeholders
is being a very family-friendly institution and a very campus-oriented institution,”
Brown said. “We have high familiarity among the people that were surveyed.
Some of the things we’re not well known for is being a large institution, which
makes sense, not a very diverse organization in relation to what our stakeholders
think of us and we have some real great opportunities to position ourselves in a
different way, to strengthen what people know and what our value proposition is for
incoming students and our alumni and donors.”
The study was done in effort to help the university understand its reputation,
strengthen its brand and compete among other institutions.
“You can say you know what people think about your institution or about
another institution but until you do a real comprehensive study like this and actually
have the statistics and the analysis and the quantitative and qualitative remarks and
focus groups, it’s hard to say for sure, and that’s why we did this.”
Senior communication studies major Olivia Battinelli had mixed feelings about
the study’s result.
“I am extremely thrilled that the study found that Rider was a small and familyfriendly institution,” she said. “I personally have embraced the small family-like
environment and have made numerous close connections with peers, faculty and

Peter G. Borg/ Rider University

By Theresa Evans

The brand study conducted by 160over90 will aid the university in raising the institution’s profile.
administrators in the four years I have been a student here. It is exactly what I
searched for and chose a small school with a close-knit community. Coming from
New York, I was also looking for a diverse environment which I also believe I have
found at Rider. This is why I am surprised that the study also found that Rider
is not a diverse school. I can only speak from my experience but I have met and
become close with people at Rider from many different ethnic, socioeconomic and
sexual orientation groups. I have always been pleased with the efforts of Rider to
foster diversity and communication within our campus community.”
160over90 was one of about 30 agencies and firms being considered to conduct
the study and was chosen by a campus-based committee, in which Brown was a
member of.
“They are very well-known in this industry for doing this type of work,”
Brown said. “About 50 percent of their clients are in higher education, 50 in
more traditional businesses. They are located nearby for convenience and they
understand the competitive area we live in.”
The next phase of Rider’s Strategic Plan includes a redesign of the university’s
website, which is now in its early process.

Homeland conference talks about national threats

R

IDER had its second biennial homeland security conference on April 3 in the
fireside lounge.
Adam McMahon, director of the homeland security masters program, set
up the event, while associate professor of political science Michael Brogan
and assistant professor of political science Elizabeth Radziszewski contacted the
speakers.
There were nine speakers and each one of them talked about their occupation
and the current threats they have been researching in their lines of work.
“The event brought in leading practitioners in the field to present to students
with an overview of the different aspects of homeland security,” said Brogan. “The
event provided an opportunity to network with leaders in the field to learn more
about internships and professional opportunities in homeland security. The event
also provided a nice connection for students to see and hear directly from leaders in
the field in order to connect course work with practice.”
Individuals from the New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness
were in attendance and they spoke about high profile terrorism cases that originated
in New Jersey, including an incident at the North Elizabeth, New Jersey, transit
station. No one was hurt because the public spotted the bomb and authorities were
able to prevent it from going off.
“It’s stories like that, like real life scenarios that happen right here in New Jersey
that convince students that the threat is real,” said McMahon. “It seems abstract
in the classroom but it’s actually something that could impact our own lives. So,
that was really important and it also sort of gave a range to students of where you
can take studying homeland security. It’s not just local at the state level, its at the
national level, its academic, it’s everywhere.”
Attending the event were students, staff, faculty and alumni. There were over 50
undergraduate and graduate students in attendance over the various segments.
Terrorism and threats were a big part of the presentations. Scott Nawrocki, a
federal agent for 19 years, talked about terrorists developing a disease that could kill
off mass amounts of people.
“It’s something crazy but it’s something people in charge have to think about.
How do we deal with that? Could there be a disease that kills off X amount of the
population?” asked McMahon. “I heard positive feedback from students about that
presentation.”
Seden Akcinaroglu is an associate professor of political science at Binghamton
University. She specializes in researching domestic issues.
“Her talk was about Turkey and how they’ve dealt with terrorism,” said
McMahon. “A lot of our speakers were dealing with domestic issues. Homeland
security also involves international issues because many other countries are dealing
with terrorism as well. So, one of the questions is, how do you stop terrorism? Do
countries negotiate with terrorists? It’s a common line in the United States, we do

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

By Ryan Connelly

Glenn Kashurba, a distaster psychologist, spoke at the homeland security conference about his
knowledge of terrorism regarding flight 93 during the 9/11 attack in 2001.
not negotiate with terrorists. Sometimes countries do and her research was looking
into how Turkey dealt with the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), a terrorist group.
She was investigating how the public felt when concessions were made.”
Terrorist groups try to make good with the public by offering them benefits that
their government cannot such as health care and vaccines. They do this to try to
shift the perception of the people. This is what is going on with the PKK in Turkey
and what Akcinaroglu specializes in researching.
“It was a good way for students to see how their degree and what they’re doing
in the classroom can be applied in real life,” said McMahon. “Not just looking at
it from a perspective of how do I get a job, that’s one component of it, but also see
these individuals and their different occupations.”
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Paige Ewing elected as SGA President No new friends: Andrew J. Rider returns to campus

tv, film and radio major Paige Ewing
woke up on April 9, she knew this day would
be more unusual than normal. Labeling herself
as “not a morning person,” she began her day
around 8 a.m.
This was the day the Student Government
Association (SGA) would reveal the results of its
campus-wide elections for the 2019-2020 school year.
After three years of serving in SGA, Ewing ran for
Student Body President, against fellow SGA members
Allison Anderson, a junior political science major, and
Kaylin Garcia, a junior marketing major.
“I was so excited for the results,” she said. “Even if I
didn’t win, I knew one strong, amazing lady was going to
be president.”
The results proved to be great for Ewing — she
woke up as SGA’s Vice President for Communications
that day, but went to bed as SGA’s new Student Body
President that night.
“When the announcement was finally made and
everyone was clapping and congratulating me, I got
tears in my eyes,” Ewing said. “I have worked so hard
and I am extremely ready to start making a change here
on campus.”
Senior environmental studies major and outgoing
SGA President Olivia Barone, explained the role that
SGA President played in being a representative of the
entire student body.
“The Student Body President has amazing
opportunities to start initiatives, create dialogue and
challenge ideas for the betterment of all Rider students,”
she said.
Barone disclosed that one of the biggest issues she
faced during her presidential term was more visibility for
the organization.
“I really wanted students to know our role on campus
and how we help anyway we can,” she said.

Now, Ewing strives to continue Barone’s
mission.
“I am most excited to start working with my
executive board on outreach initiatives towards
students to better represent them next year,” she
said. “As soon as the fall begins, I want to make
sure every person on campus knows SGA is a
resource to help change Rider for the better.”
Nonetheless, Barone said that she is proud
of all she was able to accomplish during her
presidential term, including the commuter
lounge renovations, the campus tradition
improvements and the largest campus-wide
election campaigns.
“We were able to address a lot of issues
head-on and I’m really proud of my team for
being able to work together so effectively,” she
said.
Throughout her experience in student
government since the fourth grade, Ewing looked
forward to this new journey in her academic
career.
“I have learned that to be a good leader, you
have to be willing to learn and listen,” she said.
“Here I am, as president, ready to do so.”
Barone offered a final piece of advice for
Ewing as she begins her presidential term.
“Paige, as president, you have an amazing
opportunity to lead an engaged group of
students and address big issues on campus,”
Barone said. “Don’t take anything personally,
and take each challenge step by step, ask your
team for help, and use all your resources. Good
luck. You’re going to do great.”

S

By Christian McCarville

Junior tv, film and radio major, Paige Ewing, was elected to SGA’s executive
board as Student Body President on April 9. She previously served as Vice
President for Communications during the 2018-2019 academic year.

TUDENTS who have walked past the Bart Ludeke
Center (BLC) anytime within the past week may
have noticed an interesting new addition to Rider’s
campus. This addition is a bronze statue of Rider’s
first president, Andrew J. Rider. He is depicted relaxing on
a bench posed in a friendly manner that invites students to
come and take a seat with him.
The statue became a social media hit as students were
encouraged to take selfies with the statue and post them.
Rider shared several of them via their official Instagram
account. This sparked interest in many students as they
wanted to see the statue for themselves and take their own
pictures with Andrew J.
Though it may have come as a pleasant surprise to
students, this statue also has a unique donor behind it. It
was donated to the campus by the Student Government
Association (SGA).
Senior Class President and senior communication
studies major, Olivia Battinelli, said there were two main
motivations behind the purchase of the bench and statue.
“[It] was to increase school spirit and give a little nod
to the history of who Andrew J. Rider was, and why he is
a main part of Rider,” she said.
The implementation of this statue gives a face to the
campus’ namesake, serving to inform students about the
history of their university.
“Andrew J. has been connected to our school traditions
including, Cranberry Fest, Cranberry Court and, now, a
physical statue will continue to connect the students with
the history of our first president,” said Olivia Barone,
SGA student body president and senior environmental
studies major.
The statue was placed on campus just in time for
Rider’s Admitted Student Day event on April 6. It
provided a chance for prospective students to familiarize
themselves with Rider’s namesake and also have fun
sharing photos with the statue.
“During the Admitted Student Day, a lot of current

Megan Lupo/The Rider News
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By Lauren Minore

Freshmen arts and entertainment industries management major Jamie Hafner (left) and public relations major Hailey Hensley (right) enjoy
a rainy afternoon conversation near the new Andrew J. Rider statue and bench, located outside of the Bart Ludeke Center on April 9.
and prospective students were taking pictures on the
bench. It is also a great conversation starter as families
began to wonder about Rider’s history,” Barone said.
“I’m hoping graduating students also use the statue to
commemorate their time at Rider.”
Andrew J. Rider’s statue has a lot of potential and may
even play a part in future campus events. Battinelli hopes
the statue will be included at Rider’s campus traditions,
including the freshman orientation program.
“It would be perfect to be able to continue the

take-a-selfie tradition with Andrew J. Rider and post to
your social media accounts,” she said.
The future seems bright for the statue, as it has already
proven to be a very successful contribution to the campus.
It has heightened school spirit and strengthened Rider’s
social media presence.
If students haven’t already, they can stop by the BLC
and take their own picture with Andrew J. Rider on the
bench.

ONE-OF-A-KIND story

is coming to
Rider from April 10 to April 14
in the form of “In Every Note,”
a play written and directed by the
Dean of Fine and Performing Arts, Ivan
Fuller. The play follows the life of Dmitri
Shostakovich, a Russian pianist and
composer who lived during the Siege of
Leningrad.
Bryan Hill, a sophomore musical
theater major, will portray the role of
Shostakovich. “The most interesting part
of this process, by far, has been playing
a real person,” Hill said. “He lived this
life and wrote the music I’m playing in
the show. There are so many elements
of his life that aren’t even shown in the
production itself. Since the work is more
historical fiction, those elements give me
a lot more to think about.”
The show follows Shostakovich and
his relationship with a fictional student
named Nadia. It explores the effects
the relationship has on the lives of both
of the characters’ families and how the
political climate encompasses their lives.
For Maclean Kennedy, a sophomore
musical theater major, who plays Nadia’s
father, the politics of the period helped
him create a contrast for his character.
“My character is the father of Nadia
and the comedic relief of the show,”
Kennedy said. “His verbal and physical
humor create a colorful contrast against
the background of 1940’s Russia during
the Siege of Leningrad.”
For Kennedy, the role was easy to step
into.
“I relate to this character so much
because I love being the comedic relief
in my own life,” Kennedy said. “My

own physical and verbal humor brings
laughter to my friends and me.”
The hardest part for Kennedy was
developing the arc for some of the
more serious parts of the play.
“My character begins as a happy,
loving father with a slew of comedic
jokes and then turns into a father trying
to keep his family alive with laughter
during a dark part of his life,” Kennedy
said.
Hill has also been tasked with
playing the piano in the show, which he
said has been a bit of a challenge.
“The piano is a stressor in some
cases because it is his music and I am
him,” Hill said. “I need to play it like I
wrote this. Since I’ve played for eleven
years, I’m comfortable with piano, but
there are still challenges.”
Though this pushed him, it also
helped him connect to the character on
a deeper level.
Starting on April 10, students can catch “In Every Note,” an original play written and directed by Ivan Fuller. The
“All my free time I would spend at
the piano, and that started to feed into show follows the life of Dmitri Shostakovich, a Russian painist and composer who lived during 1940’s Russia.
the character,” Hill said. “His escape
in the show is playing the piano so, in
show is that it is the first time its being
understood how he wanted his vision
my own life, that started becoming my
fully performed. The entire cast is getting
portrayed on stage,” Kennedy said.
escape.”
a chance to originate these roles and
Kennedy also said that getting to grow
For the heavy circumstances of
participate in the development of the
with the show has been an interesting
the show, it truly was an escape for
play, according to Hill.
experience and a thrill that he will always
Shostakovich. It was a brutal time full of
“It’s something that I don’t think
cherish.
death and despair. Shostakovich’s music
about too often but, occasionally, it hits
Students can check out Bryan Hill
was an escape for the Russian people.
me and I realize this is something no one
and Maclean Kennedy as they take the
“In Russia, at the time, he was a
has done before,” Hill said.
stage in the first-ever production of “In
huge star,” Hill said. “The authorities
For Kennedy, one of the most helpful
Every Note,” from April 10 to April 14 in
specifically came to evacuate
aspects of originating this role was the
the Yvonne Theater at 7:30 p.m.
Shostakovich and his family and he was
ability to get to work directly with Fuller
put on the cover of Time Magazine.
as the writer and director.
He and his music were used to raise the
“Working with the playwright has
spirits and morale of the city.”
been a fantastic experience because I
Something truly unique about the
received up-close training with him and
Courtesy of Rider University
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By Jamie Hafner

OURMET Dining

has revamped
its “Biggest Loser Challenge,”
renaming the lifestyle challenge
“The Healthy U Challenge.”
The rebranding came shortly after the
release of a Letter to the Editor to The
Rider News called “The Real Biggest
Loser,” which addressed the negative
effects the challenge’s logo and name
had on students with eating and mental
health disorders at Rider.
“The new marketing reflects
the challenge in a positive way and
[promotes] healthy food choices,” said
Alexa Essenfeld, the registered dietician
on campus. “The title doesn’t talk
about weight loss. I think the marketing
materials are a better representation of
what the challenge does.”
The new marketing campaign, which
used colorful fruits and vegetables as
well as positive words and phrases, was
tailored to encourage contestants and
students to eat and feel better, inside and
out.
The encouragement found on
the advertising for “The Healthy U
Challenge” reflects the effective and safe
weight-loss program that participants
have taken part in.
The 10-week program, which is
registered-dietitian approved, began on
Feb. 18, and encouraged participants
to be safe and healthy. Each participant
signed a contract which helps them
understand their preparedness and
confidence before starting the challenge.
The detailed packet of information
that was given to students and staff at
the beginning of the challenge included
a variety of nutrition information for

participants, meal ideas that are filling
and fun and plenty of safe and simple
workout styles that get participants up
and moving.
The program also encouraged
participants to lose weight at a safe rate,
and did not allow students to participate
if they wanted to lose a drastic or
unhealthy amount of weight. The packet
also said that participants are “expected
to follow the safe, proven nutrition and
exercise advice provided” and that “use
of other plans, supplements or unsafe
practices will cause immediate removal
from the program.”
“It’s very rewarding getting to see the
positive impact the challenge has had
on student and faculty,” Essenfeld said.
“Students are increasing physical activity
and decreasing soda consumption.”
The program, which reached the
halfway point on March 25, also had
optional prizes for participants who lose
the most weight.
“There doesn’t have to be a cash
incentive [to encourage weight loss,]”
Essenfeld said. “Everyone gets prizes
for showing up, regardless if you lost a
certain amount of weight.”
Essenfeld mentioned that participants
were happy to receive a free jump rope
just for showing up to the event to mark
the halfway point.
When asked about her favorite part
of the dining hall-sponsored event,
Essenfeld said, “Getting to witness
success among students and staff in
feeling like they achieved some of their
goals and following healthier lifestyles.
People are now encouraging others to do
the same.”
The challenge is having a great impact

Courtesy of Jamie Hafner

“In Every Note” makes debut performance Gourmet Dining revamps “Biggest Loser” challenge

The “Biggest Loser Challenge” was recently renamed “The Healthy U Challenge,” following the release of a
Letter to the Editor, featured in the Feb. 20 edition of The Rider News.
on the students involved in the challenge,
as well as students outside of the event.
Freshman public relations major Hailey
Hensley said that it was admirable of
Gourmet Dining to respond the criticism
it was given for the original name of the
challenge.
“It is really cool of Gourmet Dining
to adapt for the sake of the physical and
mental well-being of the student body,”
she said.
Essenfeld, who witnesses the
participants’ positive physical and mental
transformation, values the transformation

that she sees.
As “The Healthy U Challenge” finale
approaches, Essenfeld looked back on the
program happily, knowing the positive
impact it has made on the lives of
students and staff at Rider.
She said, “It’s one of the best parts of
being a dietitian.”
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approach him with statistics and
questions but, as you can see, we
didn’t get very far. There were
still two lines worth [of students
withquestions when the speakers
concluded the event,]” Merriweather
said.
Tatum said he believed white
privilege was justification for the
minorities’ “defeated mentality.”
He made a very bold statement:
“[Minorities] are not targeted by
police more than anybody else, look
at the statistics.”
What Tatum did not do was look
at the statistics himself. Yes, the
Washington Post found that, of the
people killed by police in 2014 and
2015, “51 percent were white, 28.1
percent were black, 19.1 percent
were Latino and 1.7 percent were
Asian.”
Most people killed by the police
were, in fact, white. However, Tatum
neglected to look deeper into those
statistics because in 2014 and 2015,
the white population in the U.S.
made up 62 percent while, “Blacks
made up 17.9 percent of the country
and [therefore] are drastically
underrepresented,” according to the
Washington Post.
Paulina had her fair share of
insensible comments with one
in particular that seemed to lack
attention. She went on a tangent
saying that, without starting the
white privilege conversation,
Americans will not be successful in
this country. She then immediately
contradicted herself and said,
“What’s beautiful about being
Americans is that we do not really
see color.”
Paulina, how do we begin
dialogue if we cannot accept the
differences? By ignoring them?
There is no progression and
education in refusing to acknowledge
one another. Neglecting the racial
division is equal to, if not more
detrimental than, the participation
of racism.
Senior popular music studies
major Alexis Green made a very
important point publicly at the
event, “The problem is, you do
not have enough empathy. The
problem is, when you are having a
conversation with somebody and
you are not expressing enough
understanding of their situation and
their experience, you will never have
a successful conversation.”
This conversation was
counterproductive and regressive. To
TPUSA, it was a ploy to gain foot
traffic and generate buzz because,
face it, to them there is no such thing
as bad press.
As students and members of
the same community, we must
empathize with one another as
much as possible. We must listen to
experiences and validate realities
because we all live in our own. We
do not know what reality TPUSA is
living in.
Perhaps Paulina was right and
we’re just drinking from the wrong
Kool-aid.
This week’s editorial was written by the
opinion editor, Qur’an Hansford, and staff
writer Tatyanna Carman.

Courtesy of Megan Lupo

T

HE first time we saw the title
of the Turning Point USA
(TPUSA) event, we knew it
was going to be the talk of
the Rider community. My intuition
was solidified when we saw the line
for the event circled throughout the
staircase in the foyer of the Bart
Luedeke Center up to the front
of the Cavalla Room. An event
filled with students, faculty and
Lawrenceville citizens highlighted
the topic of white privilege. Given
the title “White Privilege is a Myth,”
we naturally expected the event to
be nothing less than conversational.
Given the numerous points at
which the speakers and TPUSA
members, Brandon Tatum, the
director of urban development
and Anna Paulina, the director of
Hispanic relations, and audience
members shouted over each other
in disapproval, my prediction was
correct.
Does this event represent Rider?
Well, given that this event happened
to begin with, it is safe to say that
it represents a portion of the Rider
community. Since we’ve heard the
perspectives of those who believe
white privilege is a myth, it is only
fair to hear those who believe white
privilege is very real.
One of the audience members,
sophomore global supply chain
management major Sarah Flores,
explained her issues with what the
speakers had to say.
“I had to work three times as
hard. I had to come here at a 4.0
GPA in high school. I came from a
primarily white neighborhood. I’ve
experienced racism my whole entire
life. I’ve seen white privilege eye to
eye,” Flores said.
We believe the main issue some
people had was the lack of open
conversation about the topic.
Freshman public relations major
and member of the Black Student
Union, Xyaire Merriweather,
shared how she was angry at first
about the event even happening,
but then became curious about its
subject matter and the possibility for
dialogue. With a title and content
matter so complex, it should be
tackled with understanding and an
open-mind. Another critique that
was brought up was the lack of
empathy.
“I am very angry [and]
disappointed. This wasn’t a
conversation, by the way. [Tatum]
honestly dictated every question, he
interrupted, he did not listen and
he did not have empathy. I would
rather him have said, ‘I’m just not
familiar, I just don’t understand
how white privilege exists,’ versus
saying it completely is a myth,” said
Merriweather.
As audience members at the
event, we listened to what Tatum
and Paulina had to say and we were
left with questions. For example,
where were Tatum’s statistics from?
The speaker never made this clear.
Sadly, we weren’t the only one left
with unanswered questions.
“We did have a Black Student
Union meeting on how to approach
[the event] and I thought [Tatum]
was going to give us more time to

Courtesy of Jamie Hafner

TPUSA event proves to be a waste of time
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GREEN CORNER

The fight for clean water: Our earth and its most vulnerable resource
bodies, causing severe
health effects. When asked
how to avoid the growing
issue of water pollution,
Rahul Mehta, fellow EcoRep and environmental
science major, said, “It
really comes down to
the consumer, for the
most part. If everyone
makes smarter choices by
avoiding items with plastic
packaging or recycling
electronics properly, the
issues with our water
would not be as dire as
they are today.”
Thankfully, our water
can still be clean today.
There are so many great organizations and events that are held to clean up
beaches and the ocean, some of which Rider is involved with. In fact, on April 13,
The Office of Sustainability will be traveling to Island Beach State Park to join
forces with Clean Ocean Action for a beach sweep, in which people can go to the
beach to clean up any trash and prevent it from entering our water supply. Rider
is also a part of Fill it Forward, where every time a Cupanion tag is scanned, that
cup of clean water contributes to a water project in the world who needs clean
water. Whether it’s getting on the beach and cleaning up trash or scanning a tag,
everyone can do their part to save Earth’s most precious resource.
Courtesy of Creative Commons

I

MAGINE taking a regular sip of water —
 water that would be believed to be
clean and healthy to drink. Suddenly, you feel lightheaded and nauseous, for
reasons unknown. The problem all along was the micro-contaminants in the
water, some of which are extremely dangerous for both humans and animals to
consume in any way. With the way waste management has been worldwide, this is
the unfortunate path that we are on right now and is an issue that needs to be taken
care of as soon as possible to preserve the safety of both humans and other species.
Water contamination is a problem that regions all over the world experience,
all with similar but different effects. Some cause illnesses that can be cured if
treated quickly, such as malaria, while others have more dangerous effects, such
as cancer. One case of this was the water supply in Hinkley, California. The
water supply was filled with hexavalent chromium — an extremely toxic, heavy
metal that was used in a cooling tower system. The toxic water was then put
into unlined pools of water, some of which percolated into the groundwater and
caused serious health issues to anyone who consumed that water. Erin Brockovich,
a high profile environmental activist, took this case to court and won, forcing the
town of Hinkley to take action but, at that point, a lot of damage had already
been done. With the constant disposal of trash, chemicals and other contaminants
in our waterways, this is a danger that is constantly growing and becoming more
of a reality each day. While there are high-quality water filters that exist, such as
the ones on Rider’s campus, other places may not use high-quality water filters, or
any filter at all, leaving many people at very high risk for health issues that result
from the exposure of certain contaminants.
While there are many contaminants that are harmful to both us and other
species, some of the most abundant and harmful are arguably electronics and
plastics that are improperly discarded. Electronics are dangerous because of
mercury, a heavy and toxic metal, leaking into the surrounding water. This
directly affects the marine life in the oceans as they consume it, which is then
amplified up the food chain. As explained by Gabriela Smalley, a professor of
oceanography, “[Biomagnification] is well established for heavy metals such as
mercury, which is found at high concentrations in large predatory fish. These
contaminants are harming not just the marine animals that ingest them but also
end up in the food we consume.”
Smalley also discusses the growing issue of plastic contaminants entering our
waters, which end up being consumed by marine species and eventually end up
in our bodies if we consume some sort of marine life. Even if humans do not
directly consume the contaminated water, it still finds a way to end up in our

Dean Riddle
Rider Eco-Rep
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Sports Calendar
Softball

Baseball

April 13 at St. Peter’s 12 p.m.

April 10 at Wagner 6 p.m.

April 13 at St. Peter’s 2 p.m.

April 13 at Iona 12 p.m.

April 14 at Manhattan 12 p.m.

April 13 at Iona 2:30 p.m.

April 14 at Manhattan 2 p.m.

April 14 at Iona 12 p.m.

Men’s Tennis

April 13 Rider Invite (all day)

Men’s & Women’s Tennis
April 13 vs. Coppin State 11 a.m.

Gabriella LaVerdi/The Rider News

April 12 at Wagner 3 p.m.

Track and Field

									CORREC TION
									April 10, 2019
Last week’s issue misidentified the photo credit for the article, “Rider races past competition, sets record.” Christopher Alexander was the photographer, not Claire Leger.
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SOFTBALL

Rider hands Monmouth first MAAC loss

A

By Dylan Manfre

softball team split a road series against
Princeton, Rider 5-27 (2-4) returned to Herb
and John Young field for a pair of doubleheaders
against Wagner and MAAC Monmouth on
April 6 and 7.
Wagner was undefeated against the Broncs since
2012 and they tacked on two more wins, 12-5 and 8-3
victories, respectively.
The Broncs plated three early runs thanks to a pair
of RBI hits from junior infielders Rachael Zeides and
Elyse Cuttic. Freshman infielder Grace Stansfield
recorded a stolen base and improved Rider to 10-of12 on the year in that regard.
The Seahawks were deterred and exploded for a
nine-run seventh inning that spanned 22 minutes.
Senior infielder Kiera Swank finished game one
2-for-3 with two RBIs and a home run for Rider. Her
homer in the bottom half of the sixth inning gave the
Broncs a 5-3 lead.
Game two featured a lower-scoring contest, but
followed a similar format. Rider allowed Wagner to
gain momentum in the latter innings.
The Seahawks carried over their consistent hitting
from game one and produced eight runs on nine hits.
Second-Year Head Coach Davon Ortega
mentioned after the game that the team needs to work
on not allowing their opponents to run away with a
lead.
“We need to learn how to stop the bleeding. We
need to learn how to not make two errors back-toback,” Ortega said. “If we [allow a] walk [or] make
an error, we need to learn to fight back from that. We
need to learn how to put a team away.”
Half of Rider’s eight runs scored between the two
contests were recorded prior to the home half of the
fourth inning. Ortega emphasized that getting runs on
the board early on is critical.
“It’s huge,” Ortega said. “Once you get [those
runs,] the momentum is on your side and we need to
learn how to keep that.”
On April 7, a crowd of 320 was on hand for
Rider’s double-header against defending MAAC

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

FTER the

Freshman Brooklyn Trujillo had four strikeouts in a 5-2 win on April 7.
champions Monmouth 21-12 (7-1).
The Hawks put sophomore hurler Alyssa Irons in
the circle, who tossed a gem in a 6-0 complete-game

shutout. Irons, who is in her first year with the
program after transferring from Hofstra University,
struck out seven of her 24 batters faced. She entered
Sunday with a 13-7 record and a 1.71 ERA.
Battling Irons in the circle was Cuttic, who retired
the Monmouth in order multiple times in the early
innings.
“I used my drop ball as much as I could and got
them to hit it into the ground,” said Cuttic, who struck
out two batters in the opening game.
Katie Harrington, Deangie Jimenez and Erika
Coreth recorded two hits a piece for the Hawks.
Coreth recorded her first career home run in the third
inning.
Rider broke out its own offensive arsenal, defeating
Monmouth 5-2 in the second game and handed them
their first conference loss of their campaign. Ortega
said the team accomplished the goals they set out for
themselves after the Wagner contest.
“We talked yesterday about believing in ourselves
and believing as a team and we came back and stayed
aggressive,” Ortega said.
Freshman Brooklyn Trujillo had a superb game in
the circle for the Broncs, with four strikeouts and a
pair of walks.
Going up against a lineup that ranked in the top
in the MAAC in batting average, hits and home runs,
Trujillo wanted to go into the game with a positive
mindset.
“Yesterday I went out [with] a negative mindset so
I decided to go out there today and say ‘Hey, so what?
We have nothing else to lose. No one’s expecting us to
win anyway,’” Trujillo said.
After she tossed a 1-2-3 top of the seventh, the
fired-up Henderson, Colorado, native pumped her fist
and yelled “lets go” as she ran to her teammates.
“In that last inning I was telling myself ‘Spin the
ball, stick to the game plan, I’ve had them off balance
all game so just stick to what we were doing,” Trujillo
said.
The Broncs have three days of rest before they take
on Lehigh University at home on April 10 with first
pitch set for 2:30 p.m.

TENNIS

Broncs drop matches despite singles victories

T

HE men’s and women’s tennis teams welcomed Fairleigh Dickinson to their
courts on April 6, but both teams fell to the opposition in 6-1 defeats.
Rider’s women’s team dropped to a 3-10 record on the year while Fairleigh
Dickinson improved to 10-7.
The women were led by a strong showing from senior Vanessa Canda who
picked up her third singles victory of the season winning in straight sets. She
defeated Isabelle Ismanescu by a score of 6-3 twice and gave the Broncs their lone
singles victory.
“I felt pretty good. I tried to execute whatever I did in practice with my coach.
After the first set, I just took in his advice and kept playing my game,” Canda said
in response to her individual performance.
Junior Cyd Melendez and freshman Angelica Garcia secured the first doubles
victory for the women, winning their match, 6-3, against Patricia Eftenoiu and
Carolin Menzen. The duo improved to a 9-4 record on the year when playing
together.
Melendez was also the closest to earning the team a second singles point as she
pushed a second set tie break against the Knight’s Liza Rachenko before falling 3-6,
5-7.
The second doubles match was dropped by Canda and junior Amanda Binder
1-6, and the third was a default win for Fairleigh Dickinson. The Knights were also
granted two singles default wins.
The Broncs’ men’s team dropped to a record of 2-8 on the year while the
Knights improved to 8-10.
Senior Ryan Ciaccio collected his fourth singles win of the year as a result of
a win by default, giving him a 4-7 record. The win would tie Ciaccio for the team
lead on the season.
Fairleigh Dickinson swept the remaining singles matches despite the strong play
from both freshman Peter Komosinski and junior Griffin Clark.
Komosinski pushed the match to a third set, but ultimately could not win it,
losing 6-1, 2-6 and 1-6 to Maciej Autuch. Clark played competitively in his straight
set loss and fell by 4-6 twice to Eduardo Cabral.
Sophomore Javier Melendez and Komosinski lost the first doubles match of the
day, 2-6, while Clark and senior Brandon Gildea would drop the second doubles

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

By Tim Ferrier

Senior Ryan Ciaccio picked up his team-leading third win of the season in the April 6 match against Fairleigh Dickinson.

match, 2-6. The third match was a default win for the Broncs.
Despite both Broncs team’s struggles, Head Coach Doug Potkay felt good about
their overall performances.
“We played a lot of good points, a lot of good games [and] the matches were
close,” said Potkay. “We’ve been working on being more aggressive when the
opportunity in the short court happens. Overall, their game plan was good, we
came up against a tough team.”
The fifth-year head coach said he is optimistic about the season thus far and
going forward.
“I think as we play more matches, the team gets tougher mentally,” Potkay said.
“I think, physically, we’re not there yet. We worked hard over the winter [so] it’s
coming. I think as we get into more matches, I see very good things happening.”
The men’s team will travel to Staten Island to play Wagner on April 12 at 3 p.m.
before both teams battle Coppin State at home on April 13 at 11 a.m.
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Inside today: The
softball team gave
Monmouth its first
MAAC loss. Page 11

BASEBALL

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Broncs break losing streak at St. Peter’s

Junior pitcher Pete Soporowski pitched seven and two-thirds innings with seven strikeouts and allowed no runs on five hits in a 7-0 victory over St. Peter’s on April 6. Soporowski led Rider in ERA at 2.64 and wins, with three.

T

By Austin Ferguson
HE baseball

team had a strong
week, with a victory over NJIT on
April 3, 16-10, before taking twoout-of-three games in a weekend
set against Saint Peter’s and defeating
Seton Hall on April 9, 11-8.
Rider’s bats were alive and
consistent against NJIT, scoring
multiple runs in four different innings.
A trio of Broncs drove in three runs
each — junior infielder Kyle Johnson,
junior outfielder Sebastian Williamson
and senior first baseman Riley Mihalik
all tallied three RBIs in the win over
the Highlanders.
Williamson and Mihalik each tallied
a home run in the contest to boast.
On the mound, freshman Andrew
Imperatore threw four solid innings,
only letting up one earned run and
one hit in a winning effort. The start
and win was the first in Imperatore’s
collegiate career.
Rider Head Coach Barry Davis was
happy with the Broncs’ offense, but
was weary of their performance on the
field.
“Overall, we showed some power
and stole a few bases, we created our
own offense,” Davis said. “We just need
to play defense better which is the key.”
On April 6, Rider traveled to Jersey
City to take on Saint Peter’s in a threegame MAAC conference matchup.
The Broncs made major defensive
improvements, blanking the Peacocks in
a 7-0 victory.
Junior pitcher Pete Soporowski made
major contributions to Rider’s winning

effort, throwing seven and two-thirds
shutout ball, fanning seven Saint Peter’s
batters.
“We’re going to try and keep
building off of our confidence,”
Soporowski said. “And hopefully, we
just keep rolling.”
Redshirt senior CJ Hirschy came
in relief to record the last four outs for
Rider.
On offense, Rider continued its
season-long trend of high-volume
scoring, highlighted by a three-run
fourth inning. Milahik hit his second
home run of the week in the bout, his
eighth on the season.
The Broncs went into the first
game of their Sunday doubleheader
with the same energy they had against
NJIT, going off for another offensive
explosion.
Rider jumped out to an early 5-0
lead thanks to a two-run double from
junior catcher Chris Roan, a sacrifice
fly from senior infielder Richie Tecco
and a pair of RBI singles from senior
catcher Brennan McAllister and junior
infielder Zach Fick.
After a third-inning RBI double
from Fick, the Broncs would have their
big inning in the top half of the fourth.
Starting with a double from
Williamson that drove in junior
outfielder Jack Peterson, Rider had an
inning-long onslaught of the Peacocks’
pitching, scoring seven runs against
Saint Peter’s.
The Broncs tacked on another run
in the sixth from a bases-loaded walk of
freshman outfielder Alex Diamantis.

Rider’s 14-run outburst would prove
to be more than enough, due in-part to
a strong Broncs’ pitching performance.
Sophomore Vincent Vitacco got the
starting nod, going six innings, allowing
three earned runs on five hits and
striking out four.
Sophomore catcher Liam Harding
came on in relief on the mound for
Rider, tossing a scoreless seventh inning
and striking out two to secure the 14-3
victory for the Broncs.
The second game of Rider’s
doubleheader would prove to be a
much harder battle than earlier in the
day.
The Broncs entered the seventh
inning in a 2-2 tie with two runners on.
Junior outfielder Joe Simone cleared
the bases with a triple to left-center
field, putting his team up, 4-2.
Rider, however, could not prevent
Saint Peter’s from answering, as an
RBI single from Jared Paladino and
a two-run double off the bat of Jared
Quintero put the Peacocks up, 5-4.
Saint Peter’s wouldn’t look back,
putting on two insurance runs in
the home half of the eighth off of a
Hunter Mason double.
The Broncs attempted a ninthinning comeback, utilizing a Simone
single and Roan sacrifice fly to bring
the game to 7-6. A groundout from
Tecco ended the game and handed
Rider the loss.
“We will take the series win, but we
left a lot on the table,” Davis said. “We
have to close innings, all seven of [Saint
Peter’s] runs in the second game came

with two outs in the inning.”
The series win against Saint Peter’s
was the first conference series victory
for the Broncs, previously losing series
against Siena and Niagara this season.
Rider came back to Sonny Pittaro
field to host Seton Hall on April 10
and were able to duplicate their success
from earlier in the week.
The Pirates scored early and often
against freshman Colin Eiser. Seton
Hall added five runs in the first two
innings, knocking Eiser out of the game
after two and two-thirds innings.
Freshman Danny Kirwin took over
for Rider, though the Broncs’ defensive
woes would not end there, as the Pirates
tacked on three more runs in the top
half of the fourth to give Seton Hall a
8-2 lead.
The middle innings would be vital
to Rider’s offense, putting up a run in
the home half of the fourth, followed
by a three-run inning in the fifth off the
back of a two-run triple from Mihalik
to lower the Pirates’ lead to 8-6.
In the bottom of the seventh, a
two-run double off the bat of Peterson
knotted the game at 8 for the Broncs.
A string of hits from Tecco, Johnson
and graduate student catcher Mike
Ionta put Rider up 11-8.
After a half-hour rain delay, the
umpires called the game, giving the
Broncs the victory in the seventh.
The Broncs will face Wagner on
April 10 at 6 p.m. before a weekend
series against Iona on April 13 at 12
p.m.

