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‘White Privilege is a Myth’ event provokes controversy

S

EVERAL disruptions broke out in the midst of
overwhelming audience opposition at Rider’s
chapter of Turning Point USA’s (TPUSA)
“White Privilege is a Myth” event on April 2,
as controversial speakers Brandon Tatum and Anna
Paulina addressed a crowd of over 400 people in the
Cavalla Room.
Tatum, director of urban engagement at
TPUSA, and Paulina, director of spanish
engagement at TPUSA, leaned on personal
anecdotes to submit their viewpoint that white
privilege is not something prevalent in American
society.
While the speakers made their arguments and
answered questions on stage, conflicts arose in the
crowd between a number of individuals.
A little over 10 minutes into the event, a dispute
erupted, where freshman sports management
major Jance Espaillat, who is of Dominican
descent, jumped up in defense of his friend after an
unidentified white man turned around and said an
expletive in their direction, according to Espaillat.
He left the event.
Audible agitation
spread throughout most
SEE EVENT
of the crowd, as speakers
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presented their arguments,
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By Megan Lupo and Stephen Neukam

Senior popular music studies major Alexis Green speaking at the “White Privilege is a Myth” event on April 2 in the Bart Luedeke Center’s
Cavalla Room. The Rider community partook is controversial discourse that lead to various debates.

Dean cancels WCC meeting due to AAUP member’s attendance

M

ARSHALL Onofrio, dean of the Westminster College of the Arts, canceled a
meeting he scheduled for Westminster Choir College (WCC) faculty on April
2 after he was informed that Jeff Halpern, Rider’s chapter of the American
Association of University Professors’ (AAUP) chief contract administrator
and grievance officer, wanted to attend.
But choir college faculty decided to meet anyway, without their dean, as the
campus continues to be roiled by Rider administrators’ plan to sell it to a Chinese
company for $40 million.
According to an email from Onofrio to WCC faculty, the meeting was called to
discuss unspecified “events related to Westminster” and was closed to those outside
of WCC faculty.
“My purpose in inviting [WCC faculty] was to initiate a dialogue that truly is
different from those that have occurred in the past,” Onofrio said in the email.
“To that end, I indicated to the senior administration that I did not want anyone
participating except WCC faculty and selected WCC administrators. They agreed,
and I proceeded with inviting only you, the faculty.”
Onofrio cited the National Labor Relations Act in defense of his decision to
close the meeting and said other members of the AAUP from WCC were invited to
attend.
“Per university policy, I have the right to call a closed meeting and there is clear
guidance under the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA) about the conditions
under which union leadership has the right to attend,” the email said. “This
meeting does not fall under those conditions. Finally, there are elected AAUP
representatives on the WCC faculty who have been invited.”
Onofrio concluded the email with a final statement about the intended dialogue
of the meeting and ultimately cancelled it.
“Most importantly, to change who is in the room will change the dialogue,” the
email said. “I know this because you – the faculty – have said so over the years.
This will not be the meeting I intended, at which I hoped that we truly would talk
freely with one another. Therefore, rather than ask you to attend a meeting that is
interrupted by uninvited individuals, I am postponing this meeting until the matter
is resolved.”
Joel Phillips, a composition and music theory professor and the AAUP’s assistant
grievance officer, called Onofrio’s reasoning for barring Halpern from the meeting
“nonsense.”
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By Lauren Lavelle

Westminster College of the Arts Dean Marshall Onofrio canceled a WCC faculty meeting on April 2
because a member of Rider’s chapter of the AAUP planned on attending.
“It makes no sense to me,” Phillips said. “What [Onofrio] fails to mention is that
several bargaining-unit faculty reached out to Halpern to attend that meeting as
their union representative. Halpern did not invite himself. The NLRA requires him
to respond to such requests of those he represents.”
Phillips emphasized the importance of Halpern’s presence at the meeting.
“Halpern is elected by the entire full and part-time faculty of Rider to serve as
the AAUP Contract Administrator [and is] the person who has the sole authority
to interpret the Agreement on their behalf,” Phillips said. “Further, based on every
event regarding these circumstances to date, those members have every reason to
presume that anything Onofrio might say could potentially impact the terms and
conditions of their employment. Unlike the Dean, who wishes to exclude members
of our university community from such discussions, we faculty welcome them.”
Despite the cancelation, Phillips and other WCC faculty decided to have the
meeting anyway and sent Elan Elay, a professor of voice, to inform Onofrio of their
intentions. According to Phillips, Onofrio refused to attend the meeting if Halpern
was present.
“WCC faculty sent [Elay] to invite the dean [to the
SEE WCC
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meeting,]” Phillips said. “He asked whether or not
Halpern would be there and, when the answer was
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WCC faculty holds meeting
despite dean’s concerns
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yes, he refused to come.”
Elay said he was suspicious of Onofrio’s response.
“The meeting was cancelled because our Dean felt that he had a better
chance of ‘calming us down’ without the presence of our chief AAUP
grievance officer,” Elay said. “My suspicion is that there would have been no
new, hard information shared with us, that it would have been an attempt to
placate the faculty.”
In a statement to The Rider News, Onofrio reiterated his reasoning
for canceling the meeting and further emphasized his refusal to attend the
meeting because of Halpern’s presence.
“Most importantly, to change who is in the room will change the nature
of the dialogue, resulting in a meeting that is not what I hoped to host,”
Onofrio said. “Therefore, rather than proceed with a meeting that included
uninvited individuals, I wrote to the faculty, indicating that I am postponing
this meeting until the matter is resolved. Apparently, the faculty decided
independently to hold the meeting as scheduled. A member of the faculty
invited me to attend, and I declined since the uninvited would be present.”
While it is not clear what the original meeting was called to discuss,
Phillips said the independent meeting addressed the recent Attorney General
report regarding the sale of WCC and Rider’s lack of compliance in records
requests.
“We concluded the deal can never go through because of what the acting
Attorney General already concluded,” Phillips said.
Elay echoed Phillips’ statement.
“The utter lack of transparency, combined with recent statements from the
Attorney General and details of the recently-obtained agreement, leave us no
real alternative other than suspicion and mistrust,” he said. “Trust between
those who struck the deal and the University as a whole, that trust is broken.
Further, the reputation of Rider has been and will be seriously damaged by
these misdeeds.”
Rider faces a pair of lawsuits opposing the sale of WCC, and the ongoing
review of the proposed transaction by the state Attorney General’s office. A
court date has been scheduled for April 15.

Event generates debate, students voice concern
inciting Paulina to tell the audience that they are “drinking from the wrong KoolAid right now.”
A number of students with event tickets were prevented from attending. In
addition, Michael Schoch, assistant director for training, recognition and leadership
denied a Rider News reporter access to the event. Rider’s Media Access Policy
operates under “a presumption of openness.” Assistant Professor of Journalism and
The Rider News’ Faculty Advisor Jackie Incollingo expressed deep concern that a
member of the media was denied access.
“It is extremely troubling that a university employee and the student organization
Turning Point would deny a student journalist access to a publicly-advertised
campus event,” said Incollingo. “This is a clear violation of the University’s Media
Access Policy, and excluding student journalists is contrary to Rider’s commitment
to the free and open exchange of ideas and information. It suggests that Turning
Point, together with Residence Life and Student Affairs, are trying to shield a
controversial event from media coverage.”
The reporter was not the only individual denied access to the event. A line of
students and community members formed at the door after being denied entry
because they did not have wristbands that were distributed by TPUSA members
prior to the event. A majority of them, however, did have tickets.
“I was here earlier and I had to [leave and] take care of something personal,”
said freshman business entrepreneurship major Andre Hayes. “I have a ticket, but
they won’t let me in.”
Although the event was publicly advertised on campus, a number of students
were denied entry because they lacked wristbands. The wristband requirement was
not previously advertised.
Sophomore political science major and secretary of TPUSA at Rider Ting Wei
expressed deep contempt for the outcome of the event.
“[The event] was chaotic, messy and displayed, in my opinion, the worst of
political discourse in America,” said Wei.
Wei revealed that he lobbied for the executive board of TPUSA at Rider to
“put out a statement clarifying that the club found racism to be contemptible and
inexcusable.”
“I drafted and proposed a statement which would express precisely that,” said
Wei. “They did not find this step necessary and did not put out a statement.”
There were reports of several verbal altercations following the event. No arrests
were made, according to Public Safety.
Across campus, an event entitled “Seeing Privilege,” organized by the Sociology
Department, was hosted in Lynch Adler Hall.
The event was standing-room only as guests sat on the windowsills and ground
of the conference room while moderator and Professor of Sociology Richard
Zdan hosted a panel that included Associate Professor and Chair of Sociology and
Criminology Victor Thompson, Associate Professor of History and Director of
the Gender and Sexuality Studies Program Erica Ryan and Professor of Political
Science Frank Rusciano.
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CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

Brandon Tatum, director of urban engagment for TPUSA, (top) was one of two speakers. Freshman
sports managment major Jance Espaillat engaged in a verbal disagreement and left the event.
The event was much tamer than the TPUSA event and the panelists presented
arguments that focused mostly on the historical background of why white privilege
is an issue that society must continue to address.
“The claim that white privilege is a myth is a broken claim,” said Thompson.
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Guest speaker embraces Islamic feminism

S

YLVIA Chan-Malik, an assistant gender studies professor at Rutgers University,
gave a lecture, titled “Women, Feminism and Islam,” to the Rider community
as part of the university’s effort to celebrate Women’s History Month on March
26.
Chan-Malik noted that this topic is very broad and that the terms women,
feminism and Islam can be explored in depth individually.
Crediting the audience for knowing what the term “woman” meant, Chan-Malik
gave an overview of feminism and Islam.
“In the United States, we have a particular way of talking about feminism
and so, when we’re talking about Islamic feminism in the United States, it’s often
grounded in the ways in which Americans talk about feminism,” she said. “And the
ways in which feminism in the U.S. has developed overtime.”
Chan-Malik explained that, due to the various feminist phases throughout
history, including the activism for women’s right to vote and women’s right to work
post WWII, Americans view feminism differently from the rest of the world.
These phases “emerged out of particular historical moment when women
advocated for the right to work, equality, equal pay in the workplace, to choose in
sexual autonomy,” said Chan-Malik.
According to Chan-Malik, this framework has continued to define feminism in
modern-day society.
It is unclear whether the current realm of feminism is considered the third phase
of feminism, which began in the early ’90s during the case regarding Anita Hill’s
testimony of being sexually assaulted by Clarence Thomas and ultimately ignited
awareness of sexual assault in relation to the workplace and intersectionality, or the
fourth phase that involves social media activism and some individuals who claim
that feminism is no longer needed, Chan-Malik said.
Since feminism in the U.S. has experienced phases, it influencesAmericans to
overlook and assume things about Islamic feminism, according to Chan-Malik.
Islam is often misperceived as having patriarchal aspects, but according to ChanMalik, many female Muslims identify as feminists.
Muslims follow the teachings of the Quran and the Hadith and live by Sharia
Law.
“Sharia Law is not law in the sense that we think about the constitution or
the laws of a city,” said Chan-Malik. “Sharia Law is a set of moral and ethical
guidelines and framework that muslims engage everyday.”
Sharia Law is often perceived as a patriarchal entity.
“If we think about all of the abrahamic faiths— Christianity, Judaism and
Islam, there has been a particular structure in terms of who has been allowed and
had access to be those voices of interpretation in any religious community,” said
Chan-Malik. “And it’s actually pretty similar across all the faiths that mostly men
and mostly patriarchal instructors have been the primary arbiters and primary
interpreters, of religious text.”
According to Chan-Malik, female Muslims, whether they were raised Muslim or
converted later in life, are drawn to the Islamic faith because the teachings represent
gender equality.
“They said, as opposed to the story of Adam and Eve as told in the Bible, there
is no first,” said Chan-Malik. “The male is not first. Men and women are created at
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Sylvia Chan-Malik spoke to the Rider community about Islamic feminism on March 26 in The Spitz.
the same time and they are created of the same entity.”
Chan-Malik said that interpretation of these religious texts help female Muslims
find empowerment.
“The only way in which those words gain power in the world is for people to
interpret them in a particular way and translate their meanings into action,” she
said. “That they enjoin you to do.”
Chan-Malik said that Islamic women were found to be “extremely committed to
notions of justice, equity, access and safety.”
She also suggested that Islamic feminism differs from American feminism
because it focuses on things according to the needs of their countries.
“Islamic feminism is a form a feminism concerned with the role of women
in Islam,” Chan-Malik read from a summary. “It aims for the full quality of all
Muslims, regardless of sex or gender in public and private life. Islamic feminists
advocate for women’s rights, gender equality and social justice grounded in an
Islamic framework. Although rooted in Islam, rooted in the religious tradition, the
movement’s pioneers have also utilized secular in European or non-Muslim feminist
discourses and recognize the role of Islamic feminism as part of an integrated,
global feminist movement. Advocates of the movement seek to heighten the deeply
rooted teachings of equality in the Quran and encourage the questioning of the
patriarchal interpretation of Islamic teaching through the Quran, Hadith and
Sharia toward the creation of a more equal and just society.”
Junior public relations major Melissa Indecere believes it is important for the
Rider community to be exposed to feminism.
“I think it’s beneficial because we’re a small campus and it allows us to be
exposed to topics that are relevant today,” she said. “Being able to have an educated
guest speaker come to our university to speak about feminism is a great way to
become more informed on the topic.”
Chan-Malik said, “We see the ways in which women who are calling themselves
Islamic feminists, or even not, are confronting these patriarchal interpretations
of Islam, of their religion Not by leaving the religion, but with their own
interpretations of the religion. Going back to the text themselves and giving
themselves the power and authority to be the interpreters of the text. And just say,
wait a second, you can’t do or say that that because it’s actually not Islamic.”

Attorney General initial report blasts Rider

T

By Stephen Neukam
HE New

Jersey Attorney General’s (AG) office submitted its initial report
on March 27 on the sale of Westminster Choir College (WCC) to the state
Chancery Court and criticized Rider University for its lack of compliance in
records requests.
The 35-page report, overseen by Acting Attorney General Jennifer Davenport,
declined to make an immediate recommendation on whether the proposed
transaction between Rider and Kaiwen Education should be approved. The report
blamed this delay on Rider, writing that the university’s slow and incomplete
production of documents hampered the AG’s ongoing review.
The AG sent the university 49 questions regarding the sale in June 2018 but
did not receive a response from Rider until January 2019, nearly six months later,
according to the report. That response, according to the AG, contained only partial
answers to two of the questions.
The AG also requested meeting minutes of the Rider Trustees from the past
three years. The report explained that the documents it received from this inquiry
“were partially redacted, with many pages completely blacked-out and hundreds of
pages of minutes withheld in their entirety.”
“Due to Rider’s six month delay in producing documents and eventual
production of documents so heavily redacted as to hamper review, the Attorney
General’s review of the sale is incomplete as of this date and the State is not yet
able to make a recommendation,” said the report.
The AG requested more time from the court to continue to press Rider for
documents and then make its recommendation on whether to approve the proposed
$40 million transaction.
The report also scrutinized section 7.15 of the sale agreement between Rider
and Kaiwen. The section gave Kaiwen the ability to discontinue the operation of
WCC “if [Kaiwen] determines, in good faith, that such continued action would be
substantially impracticable, economically infeasible or would substantially adversely
affect WCC.”
“This ability to shutdown WCC at any time if financial circumstances warrant,
makes no provision at all for the disposition of the income or the principle of the
Endowment Fund,” said the report.
Under the current terms of the sale agreement, WCC’s $19 million endowment
fund would be transferred to Kaiwen.

The university maintained on March 28 that it was not surprised with the
findings of the AG report, citing the fact that the issues raised in the report are the
subject of two separate lawsuits.
“The University will carefully review the letter and respond to the claims and
issues through the court proceedings,” said Associate Vice President for University
Marketing and Communications Kristine Brown in a written statement to The
Rider News. “We look forward to the Superior Court of New Jersey resolving the
issues in dispute after all the parties have had the opportunity to be heard.”
The Rider University Chapter of American Association of University Professors
(AAUP) released a statement on its website on March 28 in which Professor of
Music Composition and Theory at Westminster Choir College and AAUP officer
Joel Phillips lauded the performance of acting AG Davenport.
“What struck me when reading acting AG Davenport’s 35-page analysis was
its diligence and professionalism. She and her team did a terrific job—despite the
fact their inquiries were stymied by Rider’s persistent stonewalling,” he said in the
statement.
Bruce Afran, attorney for the Westminster Foundation, which is the alumni and
faculty group working to stop the sale, interpreted the AG’s report as a grave blow
to the sale in a released statement on the foundation’s website on March 28.
“The AG’s opinion filed yesterday with the New Jersey Superior Court makes
any attempt to sell the renowned music college almost impossible,” said Afran.
President of the Westminster Foundation Constance Fee celebrated the AG’s
report in the same statement.
“The opinion released today makes it almost certain that Westminster Choir
College will remain open for future generations,” said Fee. “We expect that Rider
University will see the hopelessness of its efforts to sell this school and will instead
return to proper stewardship of one of the world’s great cultural institutions.”
The proceedings will continue into the foreseeable future. The report reveals
that the AG sent another set of 45 questions to the university on March 22 and it
expects that, after 60 to 90 days after it receives “satisfactory” responses, it will be
able to make a recommendation to the court.
“The information provided should enable the State to resolve critical issues
such as the fate of WCC’s Endowment Fund, Rider’s contemplated use of the sale
proceeds, and the fair market value for the assets,” said the report. A court hearing
is scheduled for April 15.
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that no one walks these halls as a
stranger, things along those lines, that
we’re nurturing the present and past
generations for future ones. I think a
lot of the time we forget about those
Rider values, and we don’t really apply
them to everyday life. Administrators
sit in their offices a lot and they wait for
students to come to them. I really want
to encourage both SGA administration
and university administration to go out
into the community, to reach out to
students when there’s a problem instead
of waiting for students to come to them.
This year there’s been a lot of issues
with the administration, with faculty,
a lot of rumors around the students,
and I want there to be a better bond of
communication so that we can ultimately
form a stronger community,” Ewing said.
Being involved in student government
as early as fourth grade, Ewing has been
in presidential positions before. She
is enthusiastic about her role in SGA
and loves looking at the big picture and
making effective changes that make a
difference.
Although Ewing, Anderson and
Garcia have different goals they want
to accomplish, they ultimately want to
continue enriching their peers’ experience
as a Rider Bronc. Garcia said, “I think
the interesting thing with the three of us
though, too, is that we have all worked
together so closely for these last three
years. We’ve all been involved, so I think
that we all have different strengths, and
we are going to really bring different
things to the table. I’m really excited to
see what happens.”
Voting takes place on BroncNation
from April 3 to April 6. Additionally,
students are welcome to attend senate
meetings every Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. in
Sweigart 115.

Allison Anderson (left), Paige Ewing (center) and Kaylin Garcia (right) are running for Student Government Association (SGA) student body president. The different paths they took to get to this point have
given them unique experiences which they hope will help them leave an impact on Rider.
After carefully reviewing minutes from the April 2 SGA Senate meeting, The Rider News editorial staff endorses Paige Ewing in her campaign for student body president, based on majority vote.
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By Megan Raab
IDER students

got groovy on March 29 during
the Student Entertainment Council’s (SEC)
Roll Bounce. The Student Recreation Center
(SRC) courts were transformed into a retro
roller skating rink. Skates were provided and a DJ
set the mood for the fun night.
Sophomore musical theater major Taylor Ruffo
was excited about the new event.
“I saw posters around campus and all my
friends decided unanimously that we wanted to
go as soon as we heard,” Ruffo said. “It was an
absolute blast. My friends had to drag me off the
floor because I was having such a great time. I
didn’t want the night to end.”
Junior musical theater major and Executive
Vice President of Special Events for the SEC,
Anna Sanzone, said joining the organization has
been a defining part of her college experience.
“When I was a freshman, I auditioned and got
to the final round of R Factor and, because of
that experience, I got to make a connection with
Nick Barbati who is the advisor for the Student
Entertainment Council,” Sanzone said. “I’d see
him around campus and, throughout the year, I
was invited back to sing at other events, and being
involved on the participant side of the events, I
wanted to go deeper and explore what it would
be like to actually plan one of these events for the
campus.”
Since then, Sanzone has been involved in
planning the annual Cranberry Fest, the R Factor
Holiday Show, collaborations with 107.7 The
Bronc and has helped other board members with
their events.
One of the biggest responsibilities of her role
in the SEC is to help put on the fall concert in
the beginning of the academic year. This year’s

concert featured performers PnB Rock, Young
M.A. and Flipp Dinero.
“We were in contact with agents and food
coordinators to make the long-awaited fall
concert what it was when the day arrived,” she
said.
According to Sanzone, the idea for Roll
Bounce was conceived by SEC President
Shemar Givens.
“The goal was to give the campus an
interactive activity to do on the weekend that
got people moving,” Sanzone said. “The team
certainly delivered a fun and active evening.
More events catered to students’ wants and
needs will be provided by the SEC throughout
the rest of the year.”
On April 12, the SEC is hosting its annual
Rider Rock Fest, and this year’s fest will feature
“Broncfire” fireworks, food vendors, games and
live music.
Similar to Roll Bounce, students will have
another chance to get active with a campus-wide
Kick Ball Game on April 13.
The SEC will also be celebrating the
upcoming renovations being made to
Cranberry’s and the Pub by hosting an allrequests night to celebrate the upcoming
changes and have “one last hurrah” on April
26.
“This evening will be before finals to chill
and have your favorite song played that night
and celebrate the pub as we know it,” Sanzone
said.

Students filled the floor for Rider’s first Roll Bounce, which transformed the Student
Recreation Center (SRC) gym into a retro roller skating rink.
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‘Oh, what should go outside of the
SRC?’ Like how we just did the senior
walkway. Little stuff like that [shouldn’t]
just be up to student government itself.
Student government is a liaison for other
students to say what they want. So, at the
end, if I could say [a non-member of]
student government was able to use their
resources in order to get something at
Rider or do something at Rider and leave
their mark, I would say I would be able to
leave my mark on Rider as well.”
Anderson is a Bonner Community
Scholar, the president of her sorority,
Delta Sigma Theta, a member of the
Unashamed Gospel Choir and has been
in SGA for the past three years as well.
She wants people to know about the
resources the university has to offer and
that SGA is always available for whatever
the students may need.
“Over my time in student government,
I’ve been able to see so much change, not
even just in the school but [in] some of
the students as well. I want to continue
that change and possibly make it even
better. People have complained about
the time for the meal exchange, so we
were able to push the time back from
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. now. Even though it’s
something small and something that the
students wanted and spoke out about, we
were able to get that done,” Anderson
said. “Something that small gave me
a little taste. So it’s like, what else can
we do? What else does everybody think
that’s impossible that we can actually
accomplish?”
In addition to enriching the Rider
experience for students, Ewing
addressed that the SGA and university
administation should be more active in
communicating with the students.
“I think my biggest platform is really
holding the administration accountable
for what they say. You know, the Rider
promise. We have all these Rider values

Relay for Life unites Broncs to raise money for cancer

R

By Jessica Nunes
ELAY for

Life has been a campuswide tradition at Rider for 10 years,
and this past weekend, the event
raised over $47,000. The fundraiser
encouraged students to gather together to
fight one of the scientific world’s biggest
rivals, cancer.
Relay for Life began at 6 p.m. on
March 29 and lasted until about 4 a.m.
on March 30. Although the event was an
all-nighter, it wasn’t something students
couldn’t handle.
Nicole Alling, a sophomore
elementary education major was
participating at Relay this year on Delta
Phi Epsilon’s team.
“Relay for Life is an amazing way
to bring all of our Greek organizations
together. It was a true bonding
experience for all of us,” Alling said.
“Although all of us may not be a part
of the same [organization,] we’re still a
family.”
Students gathered with their teams
in their assigned spots and laid out their
blankets, snacks, laptops and homework
to help keep them awake all night long.
There were also many activities designed
to keep everyone awake.
Activities included dodgeball, henna
tattoos, a dance party, karaoke, createyour-own slime, raffle baskets and more.
Some of these activities students had
to pay for, but all the proceeds from
the night went to the American Cancer
Society.
“I loved the dance party. I love to
dance and I think it’s a great way to get
everybody’s energy up when we’re all
tired,” Alling said.
Another event that ran all night was

a game called Jail. In this game, students
were able to pay for someone to be
placed in the jail. In order to break them
out, someone would have to pay double.
This was one of the many great ways
money was raised throughout the night.
They also had a raffle of various
prizes that students could win. Some of
the prizes included a basket full of fun
goodies for a movie night, a designer
bag, a basket full of car utilities, cleaning
supplies and many more.
Throughout the night, food and
snacks were served to everyone
participating such as Rita’s Italian ices,
hot pretzels and pizza.
One of the most heartwarming
parts of the night was the Luminary
Ceremony. During this ceremony,
students were handed a glow stick to light
in honor of someone they love that has
died from cancer, has recovered from
cancer or is still fighting.
All of the participants walked around
on Rider’s track looking at all the
Luminary bags placed on the ground.
Each had a special note written on it
honoring someone who has been affected
by cancer. Most students placed their
glow stick inside one of these bags in
honor of that person.
Freshman film, TV and radio major
Sarah Waldron was excited to attend the
event for the first time after spending
years of her life giving back to her
community.
“My friend and I decided to go
to Relay to contribute in making a
difference. We were both Girl Scouts
growing up and we like to get involved,”
Waldron said. “We truly felt the impact
that Rider has on this community due to

Courtesy of Nicole Kania

experience [so] that people come on
campus, and they’re like, ‘Wow, everyone
is so excited to be here. Everyone loves
being here,’” Garcia said. “I think I just
really want to focus on making sure that,
when we have those great moments, we
continue to expand upon them so that
everyone who comes here is like, ‘Rider is
my home.’”
Garcia has also been in SGA since
her freshman year. In addition, she is the
president of the junior class, a sister of
Alpha Xi Delta, a member of the Rider’s
Women Leadership Council and works
for Gourmet Dining doing on-campus
catering. She believes that being involved
in a variety of extracurricular activities
has been beneficial in viewing students
from different perspectives.
“I have a much broader view of what
it’s like to be a student here, so I’m not
just someone who’s only involved in
Greek life, and that’s only going to be the
way I look at things. I’m also involved in
professional organizations, [and] I’m also
working,” Garcia said. “By having all of
these extracurriculars that I am involved
in — and that I do hold very close to
me — really gives me that full student
view of all the students at Rider, which
is important when you’re going to be the
representative for students. You have to
be able to understand where everyone’s
coming from.”
SGA Executive Vice President
Anderson agreed that students should
work together with the organization to
make changes to improve students’ overall
experience at Rider.
“The mark I want to leave at Rider is
[to get] one person or one group or one
professor [to] look back and say, ‘Wow,
I made a change, too,’” Anderson said.
“That’s what I want at the end because
I don’t want it to just be me that’s
communicating with the president. I
don’t want it to just be me that’s deciding,

Courtesy of Nicole Calacal

the three candidates running
for the Student Government
Association (SGA) student body
president have something in
common: they are all passionate about
leaving a lasting impression in students’
lives, even after graduation.
As the time to elect a new president is
quickly approaching, junior film, TV and
radio major Paige Ewing, junior political
science major Allison Anderson and
junior marketing major Kaylin Garcia
have seized the opportunity to run and
hopefully bring their ideas to life.
Ewing, Anderson and Garcia may
have different goals when it comes to
what they want to accomplish if they’re
elected, but they have a mutual ambition
to enhance the Rider experience for every
student.
Ewing has been in SGA for three years
and has been on the executive board for
two. Additionally, she is a member of
the Baccalaureate Honors Program and
the Communication Honors Program,
Lambda Pi Eta. She is also a tour guide
on campus, a junior admissions fellow,
hosts a radio show on 107.7 The Bronc
and is a former writer for The Rider
News.
As SGA’s Vice President for
Communications, she has already
implemented a new tradition — Midnight
Breakfast — where students can receive
free breakfast at midnight during finals
week at Daly’s without using meal swipes.
Garcia, in her campaign, is also
determined to push for more campus
traditions.
“I want to work on creating that
community vibe on campus. I’ve seen a
lot of good things since my freshman year
with new clubs being added, new events
happening, things like that. They kind of
fizzle. We could have some really great
Rider traditions that amp up the Rider

Courtesy of Christina Munford

ACH of

Courtesy of Nicole Calacal
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By Nicole Calacal

Chris Alexander/ The Rider News

Meet the candidates for SGA student body president Students let the good times roll at Rider Roll Bounce

Julia Russo (left) and Nicole Alling (right) from Delta Phi Epsilon were two of many members of
organizations across campus that spent nearly 12 hours rasing over $47,000 to help the fight against cancer.
the survivor’s and students’ passion they
have in the fight against cancer.”
Rider’s Relay for Life fundraiser
brought many students from different
organizations together to raise money
and awareness for such an incredible
cause.
Everyone had their own personal
reason for participating in Relay for Life,
and shared with others their reasons why
they relay.
This night was a great way to not
only raise money for a great cause but to
show how Broncs stick together as one
and fight against one of our communities
biggest competitors, cancer.
“One of my mom’s best friends passed

away form skin cancer a few years ago,”
Alling said. “She had two young sons. I
relay for her.”
To find out more about Rider’s Relay for Life
Fundraiser, visit https://bit.ly/2UpTMhd.
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LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Former student opens up about TPUSA

I

WAS involved in Turning Point
USA’s (TPUSA) recognition as
an organization. This was right
after I fought for the student
senate to deny TPUSA during its first
presentation. Their rejection should
have been the end of this story, but I
maintained contact with TPUSA and
voted to let them present again weeks
later.
After TPUSA’s rejection, I offered
to work with their leadership to
form a free-standing organization
focused on what they said was their
main interest: economic liberalism.
I figured this would be a commonsense move. In our interactions,
they presented a sincere interest in
discussing “free markets and limited
government.” I was assured they
were not interested in ‘social issues’
or persecuting university faculty like
other TPUSA chapters. However,
the leadership insisted that their
affiliation with TPUSA remain. Its
connections to speakers, conferences
and politicians, they said, provided
more programming opportunities.
I was skeptical, but I wanted to
believe in their intellectual curiosity.
I gave into the narrative that
recognizing TPUSA would allow for
engagement with conservative ideas
underrepresented in the university;
and that cooperating with them
would encourage civility in political
discourse (very Michelle Obama
”We go high” of me). I trusted that
this chapter would be different. So I
worked with them. I offered to invite
them back for recognition if I could
do one thing, with their support:
establish derecognition procedure
in case a student organization
proved harmful to the integrity
of our community in the same
ways TPUSA has proved deceitful,
self-serving and inflammatory at
universities across the United States.
Just in case.
Now Rider’s TPUSA is
cultivating an on-campus vindication
of white supremacy. They are
offering Barbara Franz up to online
mobs to sow distrust in faculty, and
are using the recent resignation of
Cynthia Newman to encourage antiqueer sentiment.
Essentially, the university
community and I trusted TPUSA
not to be like TPUSA. This was
dumb. But that does not erase the
fact that trust has been betrayed.
I understand the desire to
engage TPUSA with academic
collegiality. Even if their arguments
are racist, some believe we owe
it to ourselves to meet them with
reasoned conversation. All the
while respecting their right to say
what they want. That is how we are
taught to believe members of an
academic community should act.
That is how we are taught higher
education "works."
But I have learned to reject
this narrative. It is steeped in
the respectability politics used to
delegitimize the experiences of
marginalized groups. And it assists
in perpetuating the influence of
white supremacy in American higher
education – a long tradition TPUSA
sees as its right to continue.
White privilege is not a myth.

As a product of white supremacy,
it is upheld by the legal, economic
and educational institutions of the
United States. But what is certainly
a myth is TPUSA’s self-fashioning as
a marginal demographic, when they
work to maintain an ideology at the
center of the American university.
I’ve learned about this history
more intimately at the University
of Virginia (UVA). When neo-Nazis
marched through Charlottesville
and killed Heather Heyer in
2017, it seemed to some like the
University’s dark history of slavery
and segregation had resurfaced. But
that take disconnects this history
from UVA’s ongoing perpetuation
of anti-blackness. Today, university
expansion is spiking housing prices
and forcing working-class black
citizens out of the city; the names of
racial scientists remain on university
buildings; predominantly white
classrooms remain hostile to honest
discussions of racial privilege. These
are daily reminders that UVA was
made by black people, but not for
black people. Some want us to
ignore them.
At UVA, I am inspired by
students, faculty, administrators
and staff who direct support to the
underrepresented and keep resources
away from the oppressive. They
understand that universities are
more rigorous, rich and intellectually
honest when they encourage
perspectives long decentered by
higher education’s project of white
supremacy. They also understand
that letting whiteness reassert itself
as the center of the university only
exploits our community and makes it
unimaginably more dull.
As long as TPUSA exists at
Rider, it will remain dishonest about
its intentions, the consequences
of its actions and the privilege its
ideologies have enjoyed for centuries.
The community needs to ask itself;
Does that deserve our trust?
TPUSA force-feeds its chapters
pre-determined narratives –
supported by a collection of
pre-approved speakers, events
and publications– aimed at
invalidating student inquiry and
other educational opportunities
throughout the university. Any
organization so deeply committed to
fostering distrust among members of
a community is not an intellectual
enterprise, but an insurrection
against the better intentions of
higher education.
I made a mistake in trusting
TPUSA. But I know better now. I
want to recommit myself to working
every day against white supremacy
in our universities. I hope, when I
start teaching UVA first-years in the
fall, I can help them do the same.
And I hope the members of the
Rider community will decide to help
one another, too.
(Side note: Can I get on that
watchlist?)
~2018 graduate John Modica
		

Ridge House, 2083 Lawrenceville Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

Phone: 609 896 5256

General Meetings: Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.

Executive Editor
Lauren Lavelle
Managing Editor
Megan Lupo
News Editors
Ryan Connelly
Theresa Evans
Features and Arts
& Entertainment Editors
Joe Passero
Lauren Minore
Opinion Editor
Qur'an Hansford
Sports Editors
Rob Rose
Stephen Neukam
Photography Editor
Chris Alexander
Social Media Editor
Dylan Manfre

Copy Editors
Tatyanna Carman
Amanda Fogarty
Matthew Garcia
Sierra McCoy
Austin Boland-Ferguson
Emily Kim
Design Manager
Gabriella LaVerdi
Business/Advertising 		
Manager
Danielle Jackson
Circulation Managers
Drew Jacabacci
Kaylee Ettinger
Kerri Marano
Stephanie Ayr
Faculty Adviser
Dr. Jackie Incollingo

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to
the editor from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s
telephone number and email address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks
on individuals or groups are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters to the editor
for length, clarity, accuracy, grammar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste
and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board,
which may reject any letter. Send to The Rider News via email at ridernewsopinion@rider.
edu. Letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication. Any tips or
suggestions can be sent to ridernews@rider.edu.

www.theridernews.com
facebook.com/theridernews
ridernews@rider.edu

@theridernews
@theridernews
ridernews@rider.edu

April 3, 2019

The Rider News 

9

Opinion

GREEN CORNER

Urban Farming: Mankind's connection to what we put in our bodies

W

HEN you sit down for your breakfast, lunch or dinner in Daly Dining Hall,
do you think about where your food was grown? What about who grew it?
Mankind’s connection to what we put in our bodies seems to have been
lost in the process of industrialization and development in the modern
world. The lettuce and vegetables in Daly Dining Hall’s salad bar or the ingredients
at the many stations in Cranberry’s are so easily at our disposal, that we most likely
fail to consider the efforts that went into growing each crop.
As with many things in our busy lives, we’ve just come to expect it to be there
when we want or need it. Aside from our community garden in the front of
campus, farming and agriculture are typically not familiar to those of us living in
the more urban areas of New Jersey. Thus, begs the question, what would happen
if we blended two seemingly opposite concepts to reintroduce a common practice
in a new way? Enter: urban agriculture. As the name implies, this is essentially the
practice of cultivating and distributing food in or around urban areas.
In the film, "Growing Cities," the value of urban farming is brought to light and
is examined in its role in America today. Filmmakers Dan Susman and Andrew
Monboquette venture out to meet men and women that help bring back the value
of what is on our plates and open our eyes to the world of food in a way many
never considered.
Some of you may be thinking, “Why does it matter where my food came from
as long as it gets to its destination?” There are so many factors that contribute to
what you see in our kitchen or dining hall. Understanding the connection to your
food is one thing, but the origins of your favorite fruits and vegetables could not
only impact your health, but possibly the well-being of other areas where they are
grown.
Some students at Rider have been cultivating much of their own food for a
long time. Alex Murphy, a junior biology major said, “Having grown up with the
knowledge of farming, gardening and having foods that were grown by my own
hand, has made me appreciate and love them so much more than those purchased
in the store.”
Some people may be wondering if urban agriculture is just a fancy name
for a community garden. Do not be mistaken, because there is a big difference
between the two. A community garden focuses on products grown for personal
consumption, but in an urban farm, produce is grown to be sold. It is simply a
level of commerce that distinguishes the two. However, both are highly beneficial,
and some may say necessary, in urban areas today. Increases in urbanization mean
decreases in land area for agriculture, so over time many are losing that once

LET TER TO EDITOR

Black Student Union speaks
To the editor,
In representation of the Black Student Union, when we heard about the “White
Privilege is a Myth” event, a number of thoughts came to mind. We immediately
knew that we had to take this matter and communicate with the Rider community.
At first, our emotions started with anger and confusion. Why would Rider approve
such an event? What will be said? But, as time went on, we as an organization
started to do our own research on Turning Point USA [and learned] what exactly
white privilege is and how it affects us here at Rider as a minority group on
campus?
Since we had these questions, creating the event “How to Approach: White
Privilege is a Myth” seemed like the perfect thing to do. We believed if these
were the emotions we felt, we could only imagine how others felt. Yet, we wanted
everyone to feel welcomed with opinions and to educate themselves on the topic.
We wanted our people to not speak on emotions, but facts, and remain open to new
thoughts.
When we had this event, we had no clue how it would go, but to see about
100 students in the audience made us feel proud and we were doing what we’re
supposed to do to create change.
~The Black Student Union Executive Board

sacred connection we had with our food.
The good news is, farmers and agriculturists across the country are
implementing urban agriculture into their communities to inspire those who not
only want to learn about the practice, but know that the food they are purchasing
is wholesome and healthy. Urban farms also offer a healthy alternative to fast food
options that are seemingly endless.
So, the question remains: what can you do? The answer is simple. Connect with
companies and organizations like GreensGrow which requires just a small donation
to help them provide the means for cities to grow produce of their own. You can
also reach out to the National Young Farmers Coalition, a network of young
farmers that are fighting for the future of agriculture. Erica Colace, the executive
director at Grow It Green in Morristown, New Jersey, believes that the work they
are doing is especially important “because it helps people gain a connection to and
an appreciation for their food.”
“Our urban farm builds a sense of community, because when you are here,
you are a gardener,” said Colace. “Everyone is equal and no one is judged for who
they are or what they do.” Grow It Green Morristown collaborates with a local
preschool to educate students and is also the largest New Jersey public education
farm. With the celebration of their 10th anniversary and the start of spring, there is
no better time for Rider students to get involved with their volunteer program.
I implore you to seek out more information about this incredible movement.
Come learn more about the rising popularity of urban agriculture with the
Eco-Reps through the film, Growing Cities on April 9 and April 10 at 7 p.m. in
Sweigart 115, and see why all it takes is a little passion and dedication to change an
entire community.
Alina Bardaji
Rider Eco-Rep
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Sports Calendar
Softball

Baseball

Track and Field

April 3 at Princeton 3 p.m. on ESPN+

April 3 vs. NJIT 3:30 p.m.

April 4 at Colonial Relays (all day)

April 3 at Princeton 5 p.m. on ESPN+

April 6 at St. Peter’s 12 p.m.

April 5 at Colonial Relays (all day)

April 5 vs. Wagner 2:30 p.m. on ESPN3

April 6 at St. Peter’s 2:30 p.m.

April 6 at Colonial Relays (all day)

April 5 vs. Wagner 4:30 p.m. on ESPN3

April 7 at St. Peter’s 12 p.m.

April 7 vs. Monmouth 12 p.m. on ESPN3

April 9 vs. Seton Hall 3:30 p.m.

April 7 vs. Monmouth 2 p.m. on ESPN3

April 3, 2019
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TR ACK AND FIELD

Rider races past competition, sets record

T

By Dylan Manfre

track and field team saw a plethora of
strong outings at the Rider 5-Way at the Michael
P. Brady Track on March 30, as both the men’s
and women’s teams claimed victories.
The men scored 248 points and the women tallied
269. The Broncs won seven of the 19 events and
recorded 11 Intercollegiate Association of Amateur
Athletes of America performances.
Rider hosted the Rider 5-Way on March 30,
which featured Fordham University, Saint Joseph’s
University, Sacred Heart University, Fairleigh
Dickinson University and Rutgers-New Brunswick’s
men’s team.
One of the meets’ biggest moments came in the
men’s javelin throw when freshman Anthony Ragusa
hurled his way to a first place finish and set a Rider
record of 64.74 meters.
Ragusa’s teammates and coach surrounded him
after he proudly pumped his fist as he jogged back
with his record-breaking javelin.
“Never expected it to happen but [I] just have to
build off it,” said Ragusa, who has been throwing
javelin since his sophomore year at Old Bridge High
School in Old Bridge, New Jersey. “Once I saw it was
over the 200 [foot] line, I knew it was [a record].”
Graduate student Sara Gardner cruised to the
finish line, running 13.95 seconds in the 100 meter
hurdles. She also claimed first place in the women’s
high jump reaching 1.65 meters.
The men’s sprinting team went out with a bang
and saw three of their top sprinters score points in the
men’s 400 meter run.
Senior Russell Malko and freshmen James Green
and Jerome Boyer each finished first in their sections
with times of 48.36, 48.94 and 49.01 seconds
respectively.
Junior Mario Ramos finished second in heat four,
with a time of 52.76 seconds, but said the race in and
of itself was a personal victory.

Claire Leger/Rider University

HE Rider

Freshman Anthony Ragusa set the Rider record in the javelin throw on March 30.

“Going into my junior year, I got a stress fracture
in my hip so this is really my first time running in an
outdoor meet since my sophomore year,” Ramos said.
“Being able to run at this [level of competitiveness]
today felt really good. It feels really good to be back
out here again with my team and not worry about my
hip anymore.”
Head Coach Bob Hamer mentioned that this meet
in particular demonstrated the team’s determined
attitude.
Hamer didn’t want his team to fall into the
complacency that can set in during a long season.
After second-place finishes in the MAAC during
the indoor season for the men’s and women’s teams,
he looked for the squads to build off successful fall
campaigns.
“We had a strong indoor season and one of those
things I try to avoid is that slide back where we get in
midseason form,” Hamer said after the meet. “Let’s
be great every day we can and hopefully we’ll get a
good result. That [mentality] was representative in the
meet.”
Sophomore Michaela Pampin got her first exposure
to a long distance race as she made her collegiate
debut in the 3,000 meter steeple. Pampin crossed the
line in 12:38.09.
“I had the hurdling experience from high school
and this year I moved up to cross-country so that was
more distance [running] to build up to the steeple,”
Pampin said. “It was a good first time.”
Junior Adam Maid fouled on a lot of throws earlier
in the season, and saw this meet as a moment of
redemption.
“I had a rough start to the season,” Maid said. “To
come out today and have my first throw saved and
then build up a little bit felt good.”
The next time the track and field team will be
in action is at the Colonial Relays in Williamsburg,
Virginia from April 4 to April 6.

SOFTBALL

Broncs’ bats quiet as they begin MAAC play 1-4

A

BEAUTIFUL spring day was the backdrop as the softball team split its home and
conference opener on March 30 at the Herb and Joan Young Field against the
Niagara Purple Eagles, with both games ending in a thriller.
Rider also lost a pair of games against Canisius on March 31 and its top
offensive weapon.
Sophomore infielder Sam Ward led Rider in batting average and RBI with .333
and 10, respectively, following the Canisius series. After the series ended, Ward
entered the transfer portal and left the team, according to Rider Athletics.
After tying game one with her two-run double in the bottom of the seventh,
freshman infielder Gianna Epps scored the game-winning run on a walk-off double
from the bat of junior outfielder Kelsey Merigliano to give Rider a 6-5 comeback
win.
Entering the seventh, the Broncs found themselves down two runs, having trailed
the entire game. A single by infielder Gabby Bram followed by a pinch-hit double
from catcher Shelby Miller allowed both juniors to score on Epps’ late-game two
base knock.
“Honestly, it’s not about the individual performance, it’s about the team
performance,” said Ward. “[In] the first game, I feel like we were all on the same
page.”
Head coach Davon Ortega praised the team’s ability to fight from behind.
“It was good. It was the first time that we actually came back and we fought as a
team so I was happy with how we were swinging the bats,” said Ortega.
Game two saw the Broncs lose a heartbreaker in the final inning.
Freshman designated hitter Grace Stansfield’s third inning RBI double stood as
the only score on either side.
When down to their last strike, Niagara’s Kendall Watkins sent a game-winning
two run blast over the fence to give the Purple Eagles the win.
Despite a strong pitching performance from junior Elyse Cuttic, the Broncs did
not muster up much offense to hold on at the end.
Ortega emphasized the need for Rider’s offense to get on track before games
against Canisius.
“We have to hit the ball consistently. We can’t hit the ball, then not hit the ball.
We can’t watch strikes go by. We have to start putting the ball in play a little bit
more,” said Ortega.
Sunday’s doubleheader against MAAC rival Canisius did not go as planned for
the Broncs as they dropped both games and fell to 3-23, 1-3 in conference play.

Claire Leger/Rider University

By Tim Ferrier

Sophomore infielder Sam Ward led Rider with 10 RBI before she entered the NCAA transfer portal and left the team.

The Golden Griffins took a 4-0 lead in the first inning of game one and did not
look back, defeating the Broncs 8-6.
Rider made a push in the game, though. The Golden Griffins’ scoring stalled
after the third inning, which allowed the Broncs to make things interesting as they
tacked on three runs in the bottom half of the frame.
Marigliano, Ward and freshman outfielder Lani Moreno drove in the three runs
in the third. Two more runs were delivered in the seventh via a two-run single from
Cuttic, but the comeback attempt concluded there.
Freshman Brooklyn Trujillo got the start but lasted just 0.2 innings and took the
loss. Sophomore Debra Jones came on in relief to pitch the remainder of the game.
The loss in game two was even worse for the Broncs as they fell to Canisius in
five innings in a 9-1 defeat.
Rider scored its only run in the bottom of the fifth as senior designated hitter
Kiera Swank drove in Moreno on a two-out RBI single, giving Swank her first RBI
of the year.
Cuttic started game two and was handed the loss, while junior Emily Oltman
came on in relief to record the last out for the Broncs. Marigliano finished the day
with two hits, an RBI and three runs to give herself a team lead of 11 on the year.
Rider’s next game is scheduled for April 3 at Princeton at 3 p.m.
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Inside today: The
track and field team
won the Rider 5-Way
Meet. Page 11

BASEBALL

Courtesy of Rider Athletics

Pitching struggles send Rider to 1-5 in MAAC

Sophomore Vincent Vitacco pitched six innings against Siena on March 30. He struck out two hitters and allowed two earned runs on four hits with one walk and hit four batters. Vitacco’s record went to 0-5 with a 5.12 ERA after the loss.

T

By Austin Ferguson
HE baseball team hit a weekend
rough patch, getting swept in a
three-game series against Siena.
Rider also lost to Delaware, 6-1,
on April 2.
The first game against the Saints on
March 30 started off as a close contest.
The score was 3-2 in favor of Siena
going into the top of the sixth inning.
The Saints blew their lead open,
behind three hits and a couple of walks
to score four runs and increase their
lead to five.
The score remained 7-2 for the rest
of the game behind a complete-game
performance from Siena’s Tommy
Miller, striking out six batters.
Rider’s scoring came without
hits, with junior outfielder Sebastian
Williamson driving in a run in the
third on a fielder’s choice and graduate
student catcher Mike Ionta sending in a
run via a sacrifice fly in the fifth inning.
Things didn’t get much better for the
Broncs in their March 31 doubleheader
against the Saints, dropping both

games, 13-4 and 9-8.
Junior Pete Soporowski got the nod
in the first game, coming off a careerhigh 15 strikeout performance in his
last start against Niagara. His outing
against Siena did not have the same
outcome.
Soporowski let up nine runs in five
innings of work, with five of those runs
being earned. He struck out a fifth
of the batters he did in his previous
performance, only fanning three hitters.
The Broncs’ bats were not able
to match with Siena’s in game one,
only scoring their first run in the sixth
inning. Rider attempted to rally late,
tallying three runs in the seventh,
highlighted by two runs scored off of
Saints errors. The second game of
the doubleheader was a much closer
contest for the Broncs.
Rider was cruising the first half
of the game, establishing a 3-0 lead
at the end of the fifth inning behind
a sacrifice fly from junior outfielder
Joe Simone and extra-base hits from
freshman outfielder Alex Diamantis

and junior outfielder Jack Peterson.
The Broncs were able to keep their
lead for six innings, thanks to a solid
starting performance from sophomore
Vincent Vitacco, who allowed two
earned runs in his outing.
Things fell apart when senior Zach
Gakeler took the mound in the top of
the seventh. In an inning and twothirds work, Gakeler gave up five hits
and walked three batters, allowing
seven runs in the process.
Down six runs in the bottom of
the ninth inning, Rider began to rally.
The Broncs cut Siena’s lead to just
three runs after junior catcher Chris
Roan and junior infielder Kyle Johnson
scored off a Saints’ error, followed by
a Peterson sacrifice fly. Simone and
senior infielder Richie Tecco both
singled to drive in two more runs,
making it a 9-8 game. With two runners
on, Johnson would fly out to center
field to end the game and the series for
Rider.
“I’m disappointed with the results
today,” Head Coach Barry Davis said.

“The inability to prevent the big inning
was our downfall all weekend as [Siena]
scored 20 runs in a four-inning span.”
Rider traveled to Bob Hannah
Stadium in Newark, Delaware to take
on Delaware in the second round of
the Liberty Bell Classic.
The Broncs’ bats were quiet all
game, only mustering six hits in a 6-1
loss against the Blue Hens. Winston
Allen and Jack Dubecq combined to
silence the Rider offense, with Allen
letting up just two hits in three innings
of work of relief, coming off of the
bats of Peterson and Simone in the
ninth inning.
“We need to play an entire game
from the first pitch to the last,” Davis
said. “When we start to do that, we will
see better results. We can be a much
[better] team offensively then we’ve
shown.”
The Broncs’ next matchup is a
home contest against NJIT on April
3 at 3:30 p.m. Rider will jump back
into conference play at Saint Peter’s on
April 6 and 7.

