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SENIORS SHINE ON COURT

Meet the nine candidates in line for the Cranberry
crown and see why they should be the winner. page 7

GLOBAL GIRLS ALLIANCE

Michelle Obama’s new education program aims to
influence the success of young girls. page 8

ON THE BRINK

With three games left, the men’s soccer team was in
danger of missing the playoffs. page 12

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Cunningham leads Broncs to postseason

Senior forward Kourtney Cunningham earned MAAC Offensive Player of the Week for the second time this season. With help from her goal and assist this week, Rider clinched a playoff berth for the sixth
consecutive season.

Suspicious email sent to
Rider community

North Hall renamed after alumni

M

H

EMBERS of

the Rider community received a
suspicious email falsely claiming to be from
President Gregory Dell’Omo on Oct. 23.
The email, which was sent at 1:15 p.m.,
attempted to solicit money from its receivers through
six $100 iTunes gift cards.
The email stated, “Thanks for the prompt response,
I am tired (sic) up right now and I’ll want you to run
an errand for me, Can you purchase iTunes gift cards
6 pieces - $100 each? I would repay you when am
through, let me know additionally I would want to call
you however can’t get or call right now with my line.”
The message was signed with Dell’Omo’s full
name but, according to Kristine Brown, Associate
Vice President for University Marketing and
Communications, the email was not from Dell’Omo.
“Today some members of our community received
an email that appeared to be from the president’s email
account,” Brown said. “In fact, this was a phishing
email meant to appear as if President Dell’Omo was
the sender. We are grateful to the many members of
our campus community who alerted us to this situation
as soon as it happened. This allowed our OIT staff
to investigate quickly, and make everyone aware of it.
OIT is continuing its investigating and monitoring it
closely.”
A campus-wide email providing tips on how to avoid
situations like this was sent soon after the incident
occurred.

By Theresa Evans

ONORING the friendship of alumni Thomas
Lynch, ’75, and Joseph Adler, ’75, ’90, the
renaming of North Hall ceremony took place
on Oct. 17 outside of the academic building.
After donating $5.5 million to Rider, Lynch
named the building Lynch Adler Hall and presented
it as a surprise to his “lifelong” friend Adler.
“I’m so deeply honored because, you know, Tom
is my best friend,” said Adler. “We’ve done a lot to
help each other over the years and my family also
has a history here. It’s just thrilling.”
Karin Seidel-Klim, vice president for university
advancement, began the ceremony by informing
the audience that the 2017-2018 year was the
university’s “most successful fundraising year.”
“This great success was due to the generosity of
many individuals who care deeply about Rider,” said
Seidel-Klim. “Among these individuals is a Board of
Trustees member, Tom Lynch, who is here with us
today.”
Seidel-Klim introduced Lynch and told the Rider
community of his great successes.
Lynch is the former CEO of TE Connectivity, an
engineering company, and is now the chairman of its
board of directors. He sits on various other boards
including the Franklin Institute and Conwell Egan
Catholic High School, which had its 2018 senior
graduation in Rider’s Student Recreation Center.
Lynch and his wife co-founded the Danaher
Lynch Family Foundation that serves to “help
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By Lauren Lavelle

(From left) Joseph Adler, ‘75 ,‘90 ,Thomas Lynch,‘75, senior
class president Olivia Battinelli and President Gregory
Dell’Omo at the renaming of North Hall ceremony on Oct. 17

unleash the potential of the people in our
community,” according to Seidel-Klim.
Lynch spoke of his friendship with Adler and
credited Adler for his own successes.
Adler became Lynch’s tutor when he moved
to Philadelphia in 1967, which lead to a 52-year
friendsip.
“Four years [after the frienship began,] another
significant event happened in my life because Joe
Adler asked me to go out
on a double date with him,”
SEE CEREMONY
said Lynch. “I didn’t have a
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girlfriend at the time. I was
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SECURITY BRIEFS
B Y L A U R E N L AV E L L E

Eye issues

A simple collision gone wrong. On Oct. 17 at
10 p.m., Public Safety was called to the Student
Recreation Center for the report of a medical
emergency. After arriving, officers met with a male
student who said he bumped foreheads with another
student, causing his right eye to swell. Public Safety
gave the male student an ice pack and he refused
further medical attention.

School bullies

Female vs. Male: Poyda Hall edition. On Oct. 18 at
12:49 p.m., a Public Safety officer was doing a patrol
of Poyda Hall when a Residence Life staff member
flagged him down. She said a few female residents
had been making inappropriate comments about a
few of the male residents and wanted Public Safety to
be aware of the situation. Currently, no residents have
made any complaints about the incident.

Suspicious deliveries

Many people wish for this kind of mistake. On Oct.
18 at 6 p.m., a male student visited the Public Safety
office to report a series of suspicious incidents at his
off-campus residence. The student said he had been
receiving food deliveries he did not order since Oct.
13. He also reported the incidents to the Lawrence
Township Police.
— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim
Flatley

Ceremony celebrates friendship and Lynch Adler Hall
working at a place where I kind of had my eye on this girl, who is sitting in the front
row here, Patty Danaher, and I ask her if she would like to go to the Phillies game
with my buddy and his date and, 47 years later, we’re still together. So, you see why
I like to hang around with Joe Adler.”
When it came time to choose a college, young Lynch had his mind made up.
“I’m going to go where Joe goes,” said Lynch. “And Joe is going to Rider.”
Like Adler, Lynch was an accounting major at Rider.
“So we went to Rider,” said Lynch. “It did really change my life because I was an
average student in high school and I had no idea what I wanted to do. [Rider] gave
me a spectacular education and it unleashed my potential.”
Lynch credited the education he received at Rider for his success.
“We wanted to make a significant commitment to Rider for all the reasons I just
told you,” said Lynch.
Lynch was not initially fond of putting his name on a building until he had the
idea to honor Adler.
Lynch asked Adler to join him in front of the audience for the revealing of the
new name.
“There’s no way we would have been talking about putting my name on a
building if Joe Adler wasn’t in my life for the last 52 years, so thank you, Joe,” said
Lynch.
Olivia Battinelli, senior class president, spoke at the ceremony and presented
Lynch and Adler with framed photos of the Student Government Association
outside of Lynch Adler Hall holding up signs that spelled out “Thank you.”
Similarly to Lynch, Battinelli was influenced to attend Rider by her friend
Marissa Galletti ’17.
“When I learned about Mr. Lynch’s planned naming for North Hall and his
desire to recognize his friend Mr. Adler, I was deeply moved — not only by his
philanthropic gift to Rider but because of the love and friendship he is showing
to his friend,” said Battinelli. “It’s that strong sense of respect and community
that binds so many of us at Rider. I hope that, one day, I can name a building for
Marissa and me.”
President Gregory Dell’Omo spoke at the ceremony and commemorated both
Lynch and Battinelli’s stories of friendship.
“With Tom’s gift to Rider, in the naming of Lynch Adler hall, it feels in many
ways that we have come full circle,” said Dell’Omo. “Rider is the university that it
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North Hall was renamed Lynch Adler Hall after Thomas Lynch, ’75, and Joseph Adler, ’75, ’90, on
Oct. 17 after a heartwarming dedication ceremony in front of the academic building.

is because of the cumulative talent and success of the students, faculty, staff, alumni
and the community. I have heard time and time again from alumni across the
country that Rider provided them with a transformative experience. As we celebrate
today’s dedication, I would like to thank Tom and Patty for their wonderful,
transformative contribution that will help us achieve Rider’s strategic goals.”
Lynch told The Rider News that he has never been able to surprise Adler
throughout their friendship, so, succeeding at the surprise was enjoyable.
“It’s really a great feeling [to honor our friendship] because he’s meant so much
to me my whole life,” said Lynch. “I followed him basically my whole life. Some of
the major decisions I’ve made were based on what he suggested or what he did, so it
was the least I could do.”

O

By Ryan Connelly
VER 1,600

meals a week were
produced for those in need by
Gourmet Dining and Rider
students who began teaming
up with Meals on Wheels of Mercer
County Oct. 16.
Students worked in Daly Dining
Hall preparing food with the chefs and
workers from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.,
Monday through Friday. Gourmet
Dining cooked the food, then the
volunteer students packaged the meals.
After the students were done preparing
the food, Meals on Wheels picked up
the meals from Rider and delivered
them to houses in the area.
“We follow the Meals on Wheels
guidelines,” said Michael Reca, vice
president for facilities and university
operations. “They give us the food
restrictions for the people and menu
types. The nutritionist here at Rider
makes sure everybody is getting a

balanced meal.”
This food was delivered to people
who are disabled, who can’t leave
their homes and the elderly. Rider was
pushing out over 300 meals a day for
those in need and, on Fridays, over 400
meals were made to support people
over the weekend.
Everyone who was part of the
program acts as a volunteer, including
the delivery drivers for Meals on
Wheels. This program also offered an
opportunity for community service for
students.
“From 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. we need
five people for that entire time span,”
said Reca. “It functions very well with
five volunteers. The chef brings the
food over, they portion it, then they
hand it to a volunteer who puts it in the
sealer.”
Austin Scher, a freshman criminal
justice major was one of the studens
who volunteered his time.

Courtesy of Michael Reca

Meals on Wheels partnership provides food for locals

Students, Gourmet Dining staff members and Meals on Wheels employees gather in Daly Dining Hall to
promote the program.
“[This program] provides those in
need with the opportunity to the means
of food,” said Scher. “This opportunity
and events like these are wonderful
ways to give back to the community.”
President Gregory Dell’Omo was
contacted personally by Meals on
Wheels for the program. When they in

reached out, he agreed immediately.
“[Dell’Omo] is a big factor in the
community. He likes these things where
we can be a part of the community,
where we can help,” said Reca. “He
was approached and didn’t even
hesitate. He said, ‘Let’s go, we’re going
to make this happen.”

Gabriella LaVerdi /The Rider News
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Food pantry helps students obtain necessities with low income

T

HE Rider Pantry continues to serve Rider students in need of basic items like
canned food and toiletries, after its successful opening in February 2018.
The pantry, which relies on donations from the Rider and Lawrence
Township communities, has been used 239 times since its debut, according to
Dana Lopes, assistant director of student support services and pantry chair.
“I think [the pantry] is a huge benefit for those students who have sacrificed their
eating for paying their tuition, buying books or transportation,” Lopes said. “The
students that come in are so grateful that somebody actually recognized the need
and did something about it.”
Any Rider student without an unlimited meal plan is welcome to the pantry’s
selection of non-perishable foods, toiletries, school supplies and winter clothing
items. Those with 99 swipes a week at Daly Dining Hall have access to all sections
of the pantry except for the food portion.
“We’re trying to make sure [those students] utilize what they’ve already paid for
before they come to the pantry,” said Lopes.
Along with an abundance of donations and active use from the Rider
community, the pantry also expanded its food options over the summer. The
organization was previously only allowed to provide students with non-perishable
boxed and canned items before a significant donation from a Rider staff member.
“A staff member donated a freezer,” Lopes said. “It was a major change.”
Lopes said the donation gave the pantry the opportunity to offer healthier items
to its users, including vegetarian and vegan options.
“It allows us to offer different food options for students,” she said. “In terms
of nutritional value, we can pick items that don’t have such high sodium or
preservatives. Everything in the freezer is already cooked so all the students have to
do is microwave it.”
Last May, the pantry was given a grant from United Way Worldwide, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to improving local communities through partnerships with
charitable organizations. The grant provided the pantry with the necessary amount
of items needed to give students taking summer classes access to the pantry.
“[With the grant,] we were able to help the students here this summer that have
meal plan gaps or don’t have a meal plan,” Lopes said.
The pantry was also able to provide students in need of food on the weekends
with weekend meal kits.
“Students that left on a Thursday to go home or were here all weekend and
needed access to food, we provided them with a bag that gave them enough meals
for Friday, Saturday and Sunday,” Lopes said.
Leanna Fenneberg, vice president for student affairs, emphasized Rider’s
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By Lauren Lavelle

The Rider Pantry, located in room 23 of the Joseph Vona Annex, provides students in need with a
variety of items including non-preishable foods, frozen, pre-cooked meals, toiletries, school supplies
and winter clothing items.
commitment to providing its students with a welcoming, non-judgmental
environment.
“Each student has their own challenges and barriers and, while we cannot
address all of these, the pantry is something our community could come together to
provide for students who are food insecure or otherwise in need of basic essentials,”
said Fenneberg. “We want to assure success for all of our students, and the pantry is
one of many support mechanisms available to help us toward this goal.”
Fenneberg holds hope that more students will realize the pantry’s value to the
Rider community.
“While there can be a social stigma or concern of personal pride in seeking help,
we want students to know that the Rider pantry exists to support them and that
they can use the resource with great dignity, knowing that it was established out of
genuine care and respect for those who can benefit from it,” she said.
The Rider pantry is located in room 23 at the Joseph Vona Academic Annex. It
is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Not a quiet place: Scream Screen 3 draws crowd

B

UNDLED up in blankets and snacking on candy from the
trunk-or-treat experience, the Rider community sat in
rows of more than 200 cars in suspense, anticipating
what horror movie they will be shrieking at for the third
annual Scream Screen in the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC)
parking lot, hosted by 107.7 The Bronc on Oct. 19.
Murmers of students conversing about what the movie
would be or what they don’t want it to be echoed in the night
air.
Beginning in the middle of September, the Halloweenthemed movie that would play on the 40-foot inflatable
movie screen, the biggest on the east coast, was voted on in
a series of rounds by the students. The movie was disclosed
once the show began, and that turned out to be A Quiet
Place.
According to General Manager of 107.7 The Bronc John
Mozes, this year shattered the amount of votes, compared to
the previous two years.
“We had 2,543 votes. That is 600 more than last year,”
Mozes said. On Monday, Sept. 24, “we broke a single day
voting record” with 737 votes. The movie that won, A Quiet
Place, received “41 percent of the overall votes in round
two.”
The reason for the larger participation and turnout each
year could be due to the excitement that is generated and the
consistency of the event, Mozes said.
“Scream Screen has become a fall campus tradition. I
think students look forward to it. The amount of cars have
increased every year. The attendance had increased every
year,” Mozes said. “It’s something to look forward to. I think
the fact that we keep the movie a secret is something people
talk about.”
Sophomore education and psychology major Alyssa
Salvitty agreed, “It’s a great bonding event for friends and
family to get together, watch a movie and celebrate an early
Halloween.”
In addition to watching the movie, drive-in theater style,
there was a variety of other activities for students to partake
in and treats to indulge in at the event with the 36 food
vendors and trunk-or-treat stations.
Armed with orange resuable bags given out by the radio
staff, students were able to collect goodies at each set-up, as
well as paint pumpkins or play a round of mini-golf.
Senior graphic design major and the graphic designer
for 107.7 The Bronc Emmalyn Hoyt said she was excited
for the free food, as well playing the Student Entertainment
Council’s Alien Laser Tag and the Student Government
Association’s Children of the Glow In The Dark Corn Hole.
Citing the energized atmosphere, Holt, who designed the
Scream Screen 3’s artwork and logo, said, “This event is a
wonderful night for the Rider community because we all get
to take a break from the stress of school and work, and just
enjoy the fall festivities. The drive-in movie experience is
unlike anything most of us have experienced before so that’s
pretty cool too.”
Mozes said that the unique experience of going to a
drive-in movie motivated students to come out, as well as
being given a chance “to just relax and think about what it
was like to be a kid again.”
Nearing when the movie was about to begin, the long
lines at stations like DeLorenzo’s Pizza, Chiara’s Creation,
which served ice cream on toast with cinnamon and Terhune
Orchards, which handed out fresh apple cider, died down as
students started to make their way back to their cars to enjoy
the scare they were about to endure on the screen.
Tuning into 89.9 FM on their cars’ radios, the short
animation, Scared Shrekless, appeared on the screen, as a
warm-up before the big reveal of the frightening flick.
Once the opening scene to “A Quiet Place” appeared, the
audience became jittery.
Sophomore health science major Cassia Bornkamp said,
“The movie was extremely intense and kept me sitting at the
edge of my seat. I’m definitely going again next year.”
Once the movie ended and after students got over their
shock, the large sea of cars left as smoothly as they entered in
an organized line.
Reflecting back on the extravaganza, Mozes said the
thrilling part for him was “seeing the smiles on everyone’s
faces. We have put on this event for three years. As far as I
know, we have yet to get one complaint.”
The amount of time that the radio staff dedicated to this
campus tradition is what Mozes admired and what is owed to
the success of the event.
“They put their heart and soul into everything we do,”
Mozes said. “They work really hard and long hours. What we
are able to give them is an engaged learning experience.”
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By Megan Lupo and Danielle Marcus

A group of Rider students with food in hand huddle together in anticipation over what movie will be played for Scream Screen 3.
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Countdown to the Crown: Introducing the nine 2018-19 Cranberry Court Candidates

management
major Lauren Mee has been
involved with Rider’s campus
since her freshman year and is
honored to be part of the Cranberry
Court.
She was Vice President of the
Rider Dance Ensemble and the
Public Relations chair for the Rider
Dance Team during her junior
year. Mee was also the Secretary of
Rider Dance Ensemble during her
sophomore year and is a student
worker in the Office of Campus Life.
“I should win because I have
created a lot of meaningful
relationships through the
organizations I’m involved in and job
positions I’ve held,” said Mee.
During summer 2018, she was
a freshman orientation leader.
Additionally, she worked at the
information desk and served as
manager.
“Lauren’s involvement with
the university makes her a great
candidate,” said Victoria Miller,
senior marketing major.

K

By Lauren Minore
AYLA Stolarczuk

is a senior
secondary education major,
a sister of Delta Phi Epsilon
and a member of the Student
Education Association.
“I am a friendly face on campus
and would love the opportunity to
represent Rider in a positive light,”
Stolarczuk said.
She is also a member of Kappa
Delta Pi, an educational honor
society, and Omicron Delta Kappa,
a national leadership honor society.
She works on campus as an office
assistant in the athletic department
and as an intramural sports official.
Stolarczuk cites her involvement
on campus as to why she believes she
is a good candidate for Cranberry
Court.
Jenny Barkovich, junior
communication studies major, said,
“Kayla really exemplifies Rider and
just exudes Rider pride. [She] would
be a great representation of our
student body in the most positive
light.”

D

By Lauren Minore
ESPITE being

a transfer and
former commuter student,
senior accounting major
Stephanie Turner has been
able to fully involve herself on Rider’s
campus.
“[It was] a bit more difficult to get
involved and make connections on
campus, but, with a little extra work
and stepping out of my comfort
zone, I [made it] all possible,” said
Turner.
Turner serves as the Vice
President of the senior class and
Treasurer of Zeta Tau Alpha. She is
also a two-year Orientation Leader
and a Community Assistant.
“I have met the most amazing
people because of my involvement,”
she said. “I have absolutely fell in
love with calling Rider my home.”
Goanio Chavarria, sophomore
business management major, called
Turner a mentor and praised her
work ethic.
“She is a true go-getter,”
Chavarria said. “[She] is the perfect
representation of a true Bronc.”

ALIN Hackley,

senior political
science major, credits his
campus involvement and
connections for his immersified
Rider experience.
Hackley is a Division I Track and
Field athlete, a brother of Sigma Phi
Epsilon and a peer mentor.
“It is important for me to be an
example for others,” Hackley said. “I
hope, if I’m selected to win, people
will see and feel someone they can
relate to.”
He was appointed to the
President’s Council on Diversity and
Inclusion and the Vice President of
Student Affairs Student Advisory
Board.
“He is is a perfect representative
of how transformative leadership
and service to the community can
be,” said Nick Barbati, assistant
director of campus life for activities
and student engagement. “[He] is
a student that continually grows,
makes me proud and is a standard
bearer of what it means to be the
best of our student body.”

F

By Megan Lupo

S

major Anthony
Beete has been surrounded by
horses most of`his life. Although he
was born and raised in New Jersey,
he spent his summers on his family’s
farm in Trinidad, where he watched his
uncles and grandfather ride horses to
town, envisioning himself on the saddle
right next to them.
Although he never got a chance
to ride with them because he was too
young, the determination of doing what
the men in his family did motivated
him to join the Rider equestrian team
last fall as the only male rider, when he
transferred in to the school, he said.
Beete said, “I always wanted to learn
to [ride a horse]. It looked fun.”
Tigger, a retired racehorse, was
the horse that Beete learned to ride
on, and for Beete, he turned out to
be as beloved as his Winnie the Pooh
namesake.
“My favorite horse would have to be
Tigger. [He’s] from our main stable [in
Pennington] that we do our home show.
Tigger is awesome. He’s everybody’s
favorite horse on the team,” Beete said.
“They call him Tigger because he’s
really springy to ride. It’s fun though.”
Throughout Beete’s time on the
team, he bonded with a multitude of
horses during shows, as each stable that
hosts a competition assigns random
horses to each rider, Beete said. It’s a
difficult task to gain the horse’s trust,
but Beete lets the horse guide him,
instead of forcing any direction.
At 30 years old, this is Beete’s first
year competing in Western riding,
which consists of being judged on
how well the rider can walk or jog the

Courtesy of Kyna Ng

ENIOR philosophy

accounting major
Rahquan King-Stubbs, growing
up in the inner city of Brooklyn,
New York, he said that he was
not expected to amount to much.
Despite that little support,
he evolved at Rider through his
involvement and education.
“Over the years, I have progressed
from student and member of the
community to leader and trailblazer
across campus while providing
service leadership and giving back
to the Rider students. I truly bleed
cranberry and contribute to the
vibrancy that Rider is known for.”
He is a three-year Community
Assistant, as well as a Theta Chi
brother and a Student Government
Association executive member.
Although he said he is excited
for his job on Wall Street after
graduation, he is looking forward to
possibly winning Cranberry Court.
As senior philosophy major
Anthony Beete said, “That crown is
fit for a king and Quan’s last name
King definitely sums it all up nicely.”

Beete riding a horse during his first Western riding competition at a Pennsylvania stable on Sept. 29.
horse while maintaining a straightened
posture, according to Beete. Last year,
he did English riding, which was more
focused on jumping fences.
His first Western riding horse
show allowed him to show off his
newly-learned skills, which he said
was “nerve-wracking” yet “fun,” at
the Buffalo Valley Riding Club in
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania on Sept. 29.
Beete said he hoped to be a cowboy
in the future and is surprised that more
men don’t have the same desire as him.
“I’m the only guy on the team, and
it’s weird because I thought it would
be cool for people to join and want to
be a cowboy,” Beete said, referencing
it’s traditionally masculine history. “In
equestrian horse riding of the collegiate
level, it’s mostly girls. In Olympic level,

it’s mostly guys. I have no clue why.”
Sophomore elementary education
major and member of the Equestrian
team Valentine Ro said he adds
“gender diversity” to the team.
Although Beete inspires to be selfsufficient and own a farm later in his
life, horseback riding is not his only
talent and career he wants to explore.
Beete also has a neuroscience degree
from Rutgers University, a math degree
from Raritan Valley Community
College, an automotive degree from
Somerset County Technical Institute
and a culinary arts degree from the
New York Culinary Institute.
According to Beete, after graduating
from Rider in Spring 2019, he plans on
going to Columbia University Vagelos
College of Physicians and Surgeons to

become a surgeon.
“I want to work for a big hospital,
and then I’m just going to do it for free.
You shouldn’t charge people to live. My
dad told me that ‘you do things that
you love, and you don’t do it for the
money,’” Beete said. “So I just want to
do it for people that are sick because
that’s the whole point of becoming a
doctor. You just do it for people that
need help.”
His wide array of majors and
aspirations are impressive to grad
student Jelani Walker.
Walker said, “He’s a
polymath,[which was a term] used
in the 1600s. Basically, [it’s] a person
who’s masterful in different areas,
and I get that impression from him.
He’s doing all these things. He’s a well
traveled person. He’s been to different
parts of the world at only the age of
30.”
Whether Beete is competing in horse
shows or at a chapter meeting for his
fraternity Theta Chi, he displays his
passion for keeping busy.
“Getting involved in all these
different things, it just teaches you
different things [and] opens your
eyes, broadens your horizons,” Beete
said. “It makes you a better person
because you’re not close-minded about
anything.”
The Rider University Equestrian team will
host their home show on Nov. 3 at Briarwood
Farm in Ringoes, New Jersey. The show will
begin at 9 a.m.

A

By Nicoletta Feldman

OR senior

Rider’s cowboy gallops onward toward his fifth degree
By Megan Lupo

Allen Killiebrew

Leandra Acosta

LTHOUGH senior

S

By Nicoletta Feldman

marketing
major Danni Burkard wants
to win because Rider has been
“the best four years” she could
ask for, Cranberry Court has a more
profound meaning to her.
“This court is all about what you
have done for Rider and what it has
done for you,” Burkard said.
Senior accounting major Peter
Duca said that he will vote for
Burkard, citing her as “the ideal
Bronc.”
“She’s done nothing but provide
a benefit to the people, organizations
and companies she’s come into
contact with,” Duca said.
Between her jobs as a tour guide
and an orientation leader and her
involvement in business fraternity
Delta Sigma Pi, Burkard believes her
Rider experiences have allowed her
to pursue her true passions.
“I have really taken the time to
follow what I love,” she said. “It
has made my experience and really
shown me what I am passionate
about.”

I

By Nicoletta Feldman

ENIOR sports

management major
Allen Killiebrew sees himself
as “a mirror image of a great,
aspiring young Rider student.”
He is a Division I Track and
Field athlete, President of the
Rider University Greek Council
and treasurer of Kappa Alpha Psi
fraternity.
“I can say with great pride and
honor I’ve left my mark at the
school,” Allen Killiebrew said.
Senior psychology major Avery
Killiebrew says those experiences
are why his twin brother should be
crowned.
“Allen is a true leader,” Avery
Killiebrew said. “[He is] an essential
piece in bridging the gap between
administration and our diverse
students here on campus.”
Winning Cranberry Court would
be an ideal way to bring Allen
Killiebrew’s journey to a close.
“[This] would be the final step
for me to leave my legacy,” he
said. “Best of luck to all the great
candidates.”

Kevin Rodriguez

Courtesty of Kevin Rodriguez

Courtesty of Stephen Giordano

Courtesty of Paige Ewing
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By Lauren Minore

Danni Burkard

Courtesty of Avery Killiebrew

Rahquan King-Stubbs

Courtesty of Sam Gambino

Dalin Hackley

N senior

dance major Leandra
Acosta’s mind, the playing field
for Cranberry Court is more level
than one may think.
“I don’t think that there is
anything that would make me win
over anyone else on the court,” she
said.
A sister of Phi Sigma Sigma,
Acosta emphasized the variety of
paths traveled at Rider between all
of the Cranberry court members.
“We all have different experiences
that culminate what Rider means to
each of us,” Acosta said. “My Rider
experience has made me such a
strong person.”
To others, Acosta’s personality
stands out most.
“Leandra strives above and
beyond in all she does while bending
over backwards to ensure the wellbeing of everyone surrounding
her,” said Sibel Siglam, junior
elementary education major. “She
wholeheartedly deserves to win
Cranberry Court.”

K

By Lauren Minore
EVIN Rodriguez, criminal
justice major, encourages Rider
students to reach out and get
involved on campus, as he
is enjoying his senior year with no
regrets.
“As a freshman, I didn’t expect
to be as involved as I am now. I’m a
senior and I hold many leadership
positions on campus,” Rodriguez
said. “Most of these leadership
positions have shaped me into the
leader I am today.”
When reflecting on his Rider
experience, Rodriguez acknowledges
his journey was an eye-opening
learning experience.
“I wasn’t perfect at all during my
freshman year,” Rodriguez said. “I
know what it feels like to start from
ground zero and work your way up.”
Reyna Garcia, sophomore
international business major, said,
“He deserves to win because, in his
four years, he has made connections
with every aspect of Rider’s
population, whether it’s students or
faculty.”

Rider celebrates diversity with Unity Day discussion

I

By Megan Raab

N celebration

of Unity Day, Rider
presented “From the Holocaust
to Today,” a discussion about
discrimination, marginalization
and genocide. The shared read event
focused on topics featured in the 2018
shared read, “How Does it Feel to be
a Problem? Being Young and Arab in
America” by Moustafa Bayoumi.
The evening included a speech by
award-winning journalist and author
David Kushner and a discussion panel
featuring sophomore human resources
major Safiyya Baksh, junior human
resources management Neria Weiss,
sophomore psychology major Jamie
Silfen, psychology professor Nadia
Ansary, Marvin Goldstein, the associate
director of the Koppelman Holocaust/
Genocide Center and Rabbi Yitzchak
Goldenberg from Young Israel of
Lawrenceville.
A video of Holocaust survivor Frank
Lowy’s keynote address at the 2013
March of the Living Ceremony opened
the discussion.
In this video, Lowy discussed his life
as a Holocaust survivor and how losing
his father to the Holocaust impacted
his life.
Kushner worked very closely with
Lowy for the past year putting together
a movie based on his story.
Kushner shared stories of his
experience working with Lowy and how
it shaped his views of discrimination,
marginalization and genocide.
Lowy was able to build a very
successful life and career by founding
the Westfield Corporation, an
Australian “global developer and
operator of flagship shopping

destinations,” according to their
website, and becoming one of
Australia’s leading businessmen. 		
However, the weight of his experiences
and the question of what happened to
his father were always present in his
mind.
“Nobody knew why he was sick; no
one could understand, but he knew in
his heart that he had this unresolved
story,” Kushner said.
Other remarks were given by Pamela
Pruitt, the director of the Center for
Diversity and Inclusion, as well as
the Provost and Vice President of
Academic Affairs, DonnaJean Fredeen.
Both shared their thoughts on what
discrimination, marginalization and
genocide meant to them and how they
have affected their lives.
According to Pruitt, the evening was
intended to “open up a dialogue and
conversation about how these ideas
existed in the past, how they inform the
present and what these ideas mean in
the future.”
Fredeen acknowledged her own
good fortune and stressed the impact of
using her voice to advocate for others.
“It’s important to continue to read
and understand and speak out about
these issues,” Fredeen said.
Following these speeches was a
transition into the diversity panel
moderated by senior finance major and
Office of Multicultural Affairs student
intern Drew Gandham.
Gandham opened up a discussion
through questions regarding diversity
on campus and in society as a whole.
There was also a large focus on
prejudice, how and why it develops,
what types of people can be prejudiced

Courtesy of Center for Diversity and Inclusion

ENIOR healthcare

Courtesty of Olivia Battinelli

Pete G. Borg/Rider University
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By Theresa Evans

Stephanie Turner

Courtesty of Courtney Agyeman

Kayla Stolarczuk

Courtesty of Kayla Stolarczuk

Lauren Mee

Award-winning journalist David Kushner visited Rider on Oct. 17 to discuss topics such as genocide.
and how these prejudices can affect
people.
The panel insights compelled many
audience members to share their own
thoughts and experiences.
Aileen Merino, sophomore political
science major, responded to a question
about the importance of maintaining
the identity of minority groups while
still treating them as equals.
“Everyone likes to call us a melting
pot and I completely disagree,” Merino
said. “We are a salad bowl. We have
a mixture of people on this campus,
and it’s so beautiful seeing everyone’s
different race, ethnicity and religion.
We appreciate other cultures and that’s
what makes us a great nation.”
There was also a discussion about
the impact of culture and the media in
today’s global society, which is so highly

centered on social media.
Baksh shared her experiences
witnessing how social media can create
biases and prejudices against certain
groups.
“It can be very persuasive,” Baksh
said. “And, sometimes, it takes one
person to create a bad name for a
whole group. That’s what being a
minority feels like. You get ridiculed for
something that one person does.”
Following the panel, there was a
heartfelt candle lighting ceremony, with
students from the Black Student Union,
the Muslim Student Association, Black
Men Unified, Hallel, LOCKS, Rider
Women United, Zeta Phi Beta and
LASO representing the student body.
The “Power of Protest” exhibit is
on display in the Moore Library until
Nov. 16.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Old brands with new tricks and new prices

T

HE moment the public decides
the next up and coming trend,
everyone simultaneously
decides to run with it. Replicas
of outfits are duplicated by different
brands to create a look for anyone to
wear. High-end brands are heavily
mirrored by smaller companies to sell
the same looks but at a reduced price,
seeing consumer increase as well as a
profit increase.
Because these smaller companies
rely on consumer increase, their job
is to keep up with trends so their
businesses can remain relevant. But,
what about when high-end fashion
brands have plans to revamp old
and cheaper brands to sell them
for a much higher price than their
original retail amount?
The most notable example is
the sneaker once heavily worn by
southern Californian surfers and
skateboarders, now expanding across
the coasts — Vans.
Two brothers by the names of
Paul Van Doren and Jim Van Doren
opened for business in Anaheim,
California in March 1966.
The Checkerboard slip-on
sneakers first debuted in 1982 and
gained international attention and
appeal when they were worn by
Sean Penn in the film “Fast Times
at Ridgemont High,”according to
Vans.com.
Now, almost 40 years later, the
Checkerboard Slip-ons definitely
made an unforeseen but profitable
comeback. They can be seen on
a lot of different feet in a lot of
different places.
How did this particular brand
of shoe become so popular so fast?
The answer is celebrities. They do
not have to do much but be seen
with something on and it becomes
marketable.
According to GQ , “From
street-style sightings to highprofile collaborations and celebrity
endorsements, the pop culture
landscape has been a de facto
runway for the sneakers over the
last few years. Kendrick Lamar
and A$AP Rocky both laced up the
Old Skools on stage in 2017; Frank
Ocean boldly wore Checkerboard
Slip-Ons to the Obama White
House in 2016. Everyone from
Kanye West to Ryan Reynolds, from
Ty Dolla $ign to Justin Bieber, has
been snapped in a pair.”
Even professional athletes such
as style-savvy NBA players Nick
Young and Jordan Clarkson step out
in their Vans often. But, because of
subliminal celebrity endorsements,
the once $40 sneaker is now hiking
its way up to almost $100 in retail
price.
Champion is another brand that
has recently made its way into the
public eye after taking a backseat in
the fashion realm.
In 1919, the Feinbloom brothers
established the company with their
primary focus being sportswear for
athletes.
In 1930, the company renamed
itself Champion Knitting Mills
Inc., switching gears to sweatshirts,
t-shirts and athletic socks and
becoming the brand of choice for
college bookstore apparel. 		

Champion started out in stores like
Walmart for $15 and now go for $64
at Urban Outfitters.
Sophomore psychology major
Margaret Prescod said, “I think
brands like FILA, Champion and
Vans revamping themselves is great
because it allows the company to
thrive and give an outlook as to how
flexible one’s style could be.”
FILA got its start as a South
Korean sporting goods company
based in Seoul, South Korea. FILA
existed formerly as an inexpensive
brand sold at Walmart and Kohl’s
but then made its way to Urban
Outfitters with $75 sweatshirts and
bubble coats for over $100.
FILA then made its unanticipated
introduction on the runway with the
acclaimed Italian fashion line Fendi,
debuting the new “Fendi Mania”
collection.
According to Hypebeast.com,
FILA’s signature red and blue are
incorporated onto the heel with
“Fendi” written in the FILA font
across the front of the shoe and
along each lateral side in a diagonal
slant with a tiny Fendi insignia
added just above the slanted stamp
to match the branding.
Hypebeast continued, “The
new Fendi x FILA sneaker is
currently available for $1,027
USD via select retailers such as
MATCHESFASHION.”
Prescod said, “Unfortunately,
because of the popularity these
brands have gained, prices have
risen. For people who have
depended on these brands and their
affordable prices for so long, it’s
unfair. The average consumer has to
limit their purchases or find another
brand they can depend on which
could be a major inconvenience for
many.”
Everyone loves a successful
rebranding, especially when it comes
to clothes. Certain brands that were
once considered fashion dont’s are
now finding their way onto the
runway and becoming new and
improved brands with redesigned
prices. Now, the once affordable
brands are not so affordable
anymore, which can be a turnoff for
the consumers who wore the clothes
before they became the new fashion
trend.
The moment the public decides
what the next up and coming
fashion craze is, everyone runs with
it. But, once something new comes
along, everyone naturally forgets. I
wonder what will be next.

The weekly editorial expresses the
majority opinion of The Rider News.
This week’s editorial was written by the
opinion editor, Qur'an Hansford
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GREEN CORNER

The uncertainty of the weather and our planet

A

FTER a summer of alternating weeks of extreme heat and rain, as well as a
rainy fall, it makes one wonder: Why is the weather like this? Why is this
year’s weather so different than any other year? Why are there so many
severe storms now?
Some may argue that this weather is the result of an El Niño, which is a
geographical phenomenon that causes the water along the coast of the Pacific
to be unusually warm, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. With this comes more precipitation in the northern and western
parts of the United States, but this change seems too sudden and severe to be an
El Niño. Others say that the recent weather patterns are due to the increasing
temperature in the atmosphere, causing more moisture to actively stay in the air.
“The more energy there is in [the atmosphere,] the more energy there is for
storms to tap into, so the expectation would be that storms would become more
severe,” said Jonathan Husch, a geology professor.
While the increase of heat and greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is a big
concern, especially for the future, the most troublesome issue is the damage that is
currently resulting from these massive storms. Hurricane Michael was one of the
most damaging recent storms to affect the United States.
The damage from the storm is truly devastating. The harm done to the Florida
panhandle is so immense that nearly every single house that was caught in the
path of the storm was wrecked beyond comprehension, leaving many families
homeless due to a shortage of local shelters in the immediate area. This left many
families living on the streets during the hurricane with nowhere else to turn.
In a sense, many residents of New Jersey can relate to this because of
Superstorm Sandy. Many families experienced some sort of blow to their homes
or personal belongings, some of which displaced them out of their own homes
for a while. A large part of this destruction, however, is due to the extremely high
population density of the state, especially in the barrier island regions.
“We have more people at risk from these storms,” Husch said. “If the storms
we’re seeing now happened hundreds of years ago, we would not see the same

damage that we see now.”
The fact of the matter is, there are simply more people living on Earth today
than 100 years ago. In fact, the global population is more than three times what
it was from 100 years ago, leaving very little open space and an increased population density. This increase in population density and development makes it quite
easy for a hurricane to severely affect a region due to how fragile that environment near the water is, which New Jersey is at risk for as well.
Although the damage from these storms are quite devastating, something can
still be done to help mitigate this massive issue that is growing globally.
Earth and climate change professor Daniel Druckenbrod said, “We [would]
need to reduce our carbon emissions by almost half by the year 2030 to have the
earth warm by only 1.5 degrees Celsius.”
It goes without saying that this will be a very difficult task to achieve given
the constantly increasing population, but with some positive thinking and smart
choices, we can help alleviate this problem and give the future some hope.
—Dean Riddle
Rider Eco-Rep

M

ICHELLE Obama, American
lawyer, university administrator
and writer that served as the
first African-American First
Lady of the United States from 2009 to
2017 to the 44th U.S. President, Barack
Obama, understands the battle that girls
go through.
At a young age, girls tend to
learn from society that they are
expected to succeed only when it is
convenient. Girls prematurely fight to
survive discrimination, harassment,
gender roles, stereotyping and the
comprehension of body types.
Obama plays a significant role in
empowering young girls into developing
beyond the expectations that society
holds.
According to YourStory.com,
Obama said, “Women and girls can do
whatever they want. There is no limit
to what we as women can accomplish.”
Obama launched Global Girls
Alliance (GGA) for education on Oct.
11, 2018. It aims to support more
than 1,500 grassroots organizations
combating the challenges girls
encounter in their communities.
The alliance will feature social
fundraising to help young females.
Obama is positively influencing the
success of young girls due to the fact
that success at an early age creates
wisdom, freedom and secures future
success.
This creation is beneficial for present
and future girls because it encourages
the value of education at a young age.
According to Associated Press News,
Obama said, “When you educate a

girl, you educate a family, a community,
a country.” The GGA website also
states that, today, more than 98 million
adolescent girls around the world are
not in school. “That’s a lot of empty
desks—and a lot of dreams that are
being cut short,” according to the
Obama foundation.
When one girl gains knowledge,
it furthers the opportunity for her to
enlighten those around her. This also
provides the opportunity for a girl to
speak her mind and explain substantial
information from a girl’s viewpoint.
The GGA is also a positive
movement toward freedom. The
website provides a video of girls singing
“Think” by Aretha Franklin.
Featured in the song is the power
of the word freedom. This conveys
that girls will find freedom from
anything that is preventing them from
health, happiness and their desired
accomplishments.
It is clever for the program to
highlight such a powerful song sung by
a “powerhouse” singer, according to the
GGA website, because of how effective
it can be to girls learning and growing
in an atmosphere that can either be
harmful or helpful to them.
“Based on the experiences that I’ve
been able to view from the women
in my life, it is very clear to me that,
without freedom of expression in a
woman’s life, she won’t be able to
succeed or achieve true happiness,"
said a junior information systems
major Isaiah Jean-Baptiste."In the case
of a close relative, she had negative
experiences with men that had

Courtesy of Creative Commons

Global Girls Alliance: Changing the
world of education one girl at a time

diminished her sense of self-esteem and
self-worth. After joining a few women’s
groups, she was able to express
herself in a supportive environment.
She reclaimed her self-identity and
took monumental steps toward true
happiness.”
Baptiste conveys the importance and
significance of freedom at a young age.
In addition to the growth of freedom
and education, the GGA also promotes
future success for girls. The program
offers funding and guidance for those
who are seeking a better outcome. This
agenda believes that, when girls get the
opportunities they deserve, amazing
things start to happen. The GGA
believes that if poverty goes down,
economies grow, families get stronger
and babies are born healthier.
As a result, Obama is stopping at
nothing to make sure that girls from
all backgrounds receive the deserved

chance at life.
The GGA is motivation for girls to
strengthen themselves with aid from
each other and professionals and to
make sure that girls no longer suffer
from the previous discrimination that
women faced due to their body shapes.
Instead, girls embrace wisdom,
freedom and a secured future with
success. This is the step that needs to be
taken so that all opportunities are equal
for women.
—Andriana Rice- Gilmore
journalism major
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VOLLE YBALL

Rider runs win streak to three games

S

Gabriela LaVerdi/The Rider News

OPHOMORE hitter Meredith Pellegrino extended the winning streak of the
volleyball team against MAAC opponents, with a 3-0 victory against Fairfield on
Oct. 20 and a 3-1 win over Quinnipiac on Oct. 21.
Pellegrino ignited against Fairfield with 15 kills and a .364 hitting
percentage. Impressively, in just two matches against the Stags this season,
Pellegrino has recorded 33 kills in eight sets.
Following her performance against Fairfield, Pellegrino was named MAAC
Volleyball Player of the Week on Oct. 23. The award was the first honor of her
collegiate career.
Senior hitter Hailey Riede and junior hitter Alexa Shello also contributed
offensively by allotting seven kills each. Freshman setter Anilee Sher continued her
strong play by posting 30 assists and eight digs for the match. Junior blocker Caprice
Clarke set a career-high with five block assists.
Junior libero Rachelle Runyon had a 14-dig match for the Broncs, while
sophomore setter Danielle Blanco and sophomore libero Brynn Sherbert combined
for 13 digs.
Rider’s 37 kills, 33 assists, seven service aces, seven blocks and 47 digs took
advantage of 25 attack errors and four service errors by Fairfield during the match.
Rider’s 3-0 win by scores of 25-21, 25-19 and 25-19 snapped a previous sixmatch losing streak against the Stags.
Pellegrino once again lead the Broncs in dominant fashion against the
Quinnipiac Bobcats in MAAC play with a match-high 16 kills. The sophomore’s
offensive explosion marked the fifth MAAC match this season in which she had 10
or more kills, and her second straight with 15 or more.
The Broncs led 2-1 going into the fourth frame. However, Quinnipiac, riding on
a two-match winning streak, led 23-21, forcing a Rider timeout to be called. The
Broncs quickly bounced back by scoring the final four points of the match thanks to
a block from Shello.
Along with Pellegrino, Riede registered 14 kills; Shello had 12, and also tied a
career-high with two block assists. Sher completed another double-double for the
season, with 52 assists and 16 digs. Her 12 double-doubles lead the team and it was
the third time this season in which she had 50 or more assists.
Senior hitter Perry Williams tied a season-high with seven block assists, her
fourth match this season with seven or more.
Runyon led the Rider defense with 20 digs, her 18th straight match with 10 or
more digs. Blanco had nine digs for the match.
Rider won the match 3-1, by scores of 25-22, 19-25, 25-21 and 25-23. This
was the Broncs third league match in a row. The team had 56 kills, 55 assists, three

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

By Lauren Amour

Sophomore hitter Meredith Pellegrino was named MAAC Volleyball Player of the Week on Oct. 23.
service aces, a season-high 15 blocks and 60 digs against 25 Quinnipiac attack
errors.
The Broncs’ back-to-back wins brought their overall record to two games over
.500 at 11-9 and their MAAC record to 7-5.
Up next for the Broncs is a non-conference match-up against Fairleigh Dickinson
on Oct. 24 in Alumni Gymnasium.

Oct. 24, 2018
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WOMEN’S SOCCER

Broncs sprint past Bobcats in standings

O

FFENSIVE power was key for the women’s soccer
team during the past two matches, with Rider
scoring four goals over two games, defeating
Quinnipiac 2-1 on Oct. 17, drawing Canisius
2-2 on Oct. 20 and clinching a MAAC Tournament
berth.
The game against Quinnipiac, which sat ahead of
the Broncs in the MAAC standings before the game,
got off on a bad foot for Rider. The Bobcats took a
1-0 lead in the 22nd minute.
The Broncs had experience playing behind from
earlier in the season, with their first three games being
won or drawn by a second-half comeback.
This game would prove no different, with senior
forward Kourtney Cunningham equalizing just six
minutes later off of an assist from senior midfielder
Sam Picinich. The match remained tied going into
halftime.
In the 58th minute, Rider found the breakthrough
goal that sealed the victory. Junior midfielder Valeria
Pascuet sent in a cross that found the head of
freshman defender Niamh Cashin, whose header
found the feet of sophomore defender Ashlyn
Johnson. Johnson turned and fired the ball into the net
for her first ever collegiate goal.
Rider would see the victory out with a score of 2-1.
“I wouldn’t have wanted to score any other way,”
said Johnson when speaking of her game-winning
heroics. “It was a team effort getting the goal, so it was
exciting.”
The performance by Cunningham continued her
rise up the Bronc all-time leaderboards. Her goal, the
20th of her career, makes her the seventh player in
program history to score 20 or more goals.
The victory over Quinnipiac saw Rider rise to fifth
in the conference.
Canisius proved a more stubborn opponent for the
Broncs.
The Broncs would take the lead early. A corner
kick from Pascuet found its way to the left post where
freshman midfielder Sarah Gellert tapped the ball
in for the Rider lead in the eighth minute. It was
Gellert’s first career collegiate goal.
The lead would not last long, as the Griffs pulled
the game level in the 22nd minute.
The match would remain tied until the 73rd
minute, when Cunningham played graduate student

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

By Stephen Neukam

Freshman midfielder Sarah Gellert scored her first career goal in the 2-2 tie against Canisius on Oct. 20. The goal gave Rider a 1-0 lead early in the game.

forward Emily Curteis through for a one-on-one
versus the keeper. Curteis beat the goalie and gave
Rider the 2-1.
Canisius would break Bronc hearts in the final
minutes though, with the Griffs tying the game again
with just over two minutes left in regulation. Both
overtime periods were uneventful and the game
finished 2-2.
The draw was enough to clinch a sixth-consecutive
postseason appearance for Rider. Canisius had fallen
out of contention for a playoff spot prior to the game.
“Our expectations are such that we expect to be
in [the MAAC Tournament,]” said Head Coach
Drayson Hounsome. “There is more disappointment

that we did not win the game.”
The game against Canisius was also senior night for
Rider, with Cunningham, Picinich, goalkeeper Amy
Kozlowski, defender Meghan McCabe, midfielder
Sofia Soares and defender Maddie Lipton being
honored before the game.
Rider will enter the postseason as either the fifth
or sixth seed, meaning it will start the hunt for a
championship on the road. Rider is 4-2-2 on the road
this season.
The Broncs have one more test before the start of
the postseason, traveling to St. Peter’s on Oct. 24 at 3
p.m.

FIELD HOCKE Y

Rider reaches playoffs in final MAAC season

T

HE field hockey team’s recent success had
transformed a team who started out in 2018 with
a 1-3 record, into a squad whose sixth consecutive
win came in a 3-1 battle against the Bryant
Bulldogs in a MAAC showdown on Oct. 19.
The Broncs outscored their opponents 17-7 over
their six-game winning streak.
Sophomore midfielder Marion Waterkeyn got the
scoring started vs. Bryant notching her seventh goal of
the season which ended a six-game scoreless skid for
the midfielder.
Freshman forward Carly Brosious, who was named
the National Rookie of the Week by Synapse Sports
on Oct. 16., recorded her fifth assist of the year and
her third in Rider’s last five outings.
Jess Randazzo scored the first goal of her final
campaign as a Bronc just over 28 minutes into the
contest. Junior midfielder Tess Coorens jumped in
on the action and recorded her team-high 12th goal,
putting her behind Monmouth’s Georgia Garden
Bachop for the second most goals in the MAAC.
Sophomore goalkeeper Lena Vandam produced
two saves giving the Brasschaat, Belgium native her
18th career win.
“I think we’ve switched our mentality,” Coorens
said. “In the beginning of our season, we stayed with
the team every single time, but we ended with a loss
because we would give up in the last 10 minutes and

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

By Dylan Manfre

Junior midfielder Tess Coorens scored her team-leading 12th goal on Oct. 19.

they would score on us. Halfway through the season
that totally switched, even if things were going south
a little. We played more for each other to try and get
that win.”
The Rider vs. Sacred Heart contest would
determine the final playoff seeding after Monmouth
locked up the No. 1 seed. Fairfield’s final MAAC
contest was against LIU Brooklyn, who upset them
last year, affecting its seeding.
“We’ve been on a nice winning streak, everybody
has been working hard and I think we’re ready for
the Sacred Heart game, especially since it determines
seeding — and we’d love to become the second seed,”
Coorens said.
The Broncs’ streak ended at the hands of La Salle
in a 2-1 contest on Oct. 23. Freshman midfielder Tess
van Ommeren scored the lone goal for Rider just
over 50 minutes into the game. It was van Ommeren’s
second career goal.
The Broncs were looking to remain even-keeled as
they sit second in the MAAC with a 3-1 record. Of
Rider’s final two opponents, only Sacred Heart owned
a winning record. Colgate held a record of 3-13.
The game between Rider and Sacred Heart would
determine playoff seeding for both teams, as both
have clinched playoff berths.
The Broncs will travel to Sacred Heart on Oct. 26
at 7 p.m. to face the Pioneers.
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Inside today: The
women’s soccer
team clinched a
playoff spot. Page 11

MEN’S SOCCER

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Bourret’s blast saves Broncs’ playoff hopes

Junior forward Clement Bourret recorded his first goal and assist in the 2-1 victory at Monmouth on Oct. 20. He scored one goal and assisted on eight scores during the 2017 season after leading Rider with eight goals in 2016.

A

By Rob Rose
FTER reaching the MAAC
Championship game in three
consecutive seasons, the men’s
soccer team found itself in
jeopardy of missing the playoffs. Rider
advanced to the postseason every year
since its 2013 campaign.
Rider defeated Monmouth, 2-1, on
Oct. 20, but lost to Quinnipiac, 2-1,
on Oct. 17. Following these two results,
Rider was tied with Manhattan as the
sixth seed in the conference with 12
points.
“It was a good win,” said Head
Coach Charlie Inverso. “I still consider
Monmouth one of the class teams in
the MAAC. Their keeper killed us with
four great saves tonight, but we pulled
it out and we move onto [the Broncs’
next game on Oct. 24.]”
In the MAAC, the top six teams
earn postseason bids. If the season
ended with the current standings, the
Jaspers would reach the conference
tournament over the Broncs. The
tiebreaker policy order in the MAAC
is head-to-head record, best record,
higher goal differential and more goals
scored.
When Rider and Manhattan met
on Oct. 10, the Jaspers secured a 1-0

victory in overtime, which would give
Manhattan the tiebreaker decision over
Rider.
The Broncs had one more game
on their schedule than the Jaspers and
the opportunity to jump them in the
standings. The final two games on
Manhattan’s schedule are Canisius and
Fairfield.
“We are an offensive team and I
think we are working hard at practice
every day to improve our capacity
to score goals,” said junior forward
Clement Bourret. “We are getting more
and more chances every game which is
a good sign for the rest of the season.”
Just above Rider and Manhattan in
the standings were St. Peter’s and Iona,
who have 13 points.
St. Peter’s, Rider’s next opponent,
had three games remaining and a
victory in the only match between the
teams this season would give the Broncs
the tiebreaker advantage.
St. Peter’s last pair of opponents
following the match against Rider were
against Fairfield and Siena.
Iona had two games remaining this
season and suffered a 3-1 defeat during
the Sept. 26 contest.
In addition to St. Peter’s, Rider’s
schedule featured two of the MAAC’s

lower-ranked teams. Canisius and Siena
were ranked No. 8 and No. 9 in the
conference with seven and six points,
respectively. Each team had recorded
two wins in seven previous matches.
In its 2-1 loss at Quinnipiac, Rider
allowed two goals in the final seven
minutes of the match. Junior forward
Eamon Whelan scored his MAACleading ninth and 10th goals of the
season to secure the victory.
The two goals by Whelan brought
the number of goals Rider allowed in
the final 10 minutes of games this year
to 10. Of the Broncs’ eight losses in
2018, they lost seven times in overtime
or allowed the game-winning goal in
the final minutes of the match.
Junior back Aaron Robinson put
the Broncs in front with his second
career goal, his first since 2016, in the
61st minute. The score was assisted
by graduate student back Borja Ares
Ortiz who earned his first point for the
Broncs.
In the 2-1 win over Monmouth,
Bourret was the star. He scored Rider’s
first goal in the match and delivered a
corner kick that was finished by junior
back Sylvain Coco for the gamewinning score.
“I was very happy because it was my

first goal this season and it helped the
team to win an important game,” said
Bourret. “It was Coco’s birthday the
following day so it was great to see him
score the winning goal on one of my
corner kicks.”
The goal and assist were both
Bourret’s first of the season. He
recorded eight assists and one goal in
2017.
Monmouth tied the game in the
43rd minute on a penalty kick by junior
midfielder George Akampeke.
With three games remaining in
the season, a trio of victories would
clinch a playoff spot for the Broncs and
potentially catapult them as high as the
No. 2 seed in the MAAC.
“Our goal is to win our three last
games in order to get the highest seed
possible for the playoffs,” said Bourret.
“If we bring the same attitude that we
had against Monmouth, have the right
mentality and keep fighting for each
other on the field, we can hope for a
very good end of [the] season.”
Rider’s next match is at home on
Oct. 24 at 3:30 p.m. against St. Peter’s.
On Oct. 27, Rider’s final home game
of the season against Siena kicks off at
2 p.m.

