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BALLET TAKES OVER BLC
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“American Made” perofrmance captives audience
in the Bart Luedeke Center Theater. Page 7

The powerful influence of social meida increases
the standard of beauty. page 10

ATTACK THE MAAC

The women’s soccer team looks to continue strong
performance as MAAC play begins. Page 12
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Broncs rock at
Cranberry Fest
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Tony Strunk, lead guitarist in the band Dumm puts on a show for Rider students at the 39th annual Cranberry Fest celebration. The festival celebrates the beginning of the Fall semester with games, food and
prizes for Rider students, faculty, staff, alumni and parents.

Gas leak forces students from dorms Public Safety
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the morning on Sept. 20, all students
residing in Conover, Switlick, Hill, Moore and
Olsen Halls were evacuated due to a gas leak.
Days prior to this event, there was construction on the road outside Rider’s north entrance,
where the gas leak was found. A private contracting
company received permission to run a water line
there.
“They gave us an outline on when they would be
doing some of these things and it really didn’t have
much of an effect on us,” said Michael Reca, the
vice president for facilities and university operations.
“It was the private contractor doing their thing for
[Cobblestone] development. They did tell us they
were taking all the necessary precautions. We told
them they have to do the work overnight. They
couldn’t disrupt any of our classes.”
The contractors were working from Sept.19 into
Sept. 20. It was 2:30 a.m. when the leak started
and the students were evacuated to the Student
Recreation Center (SRC).
“One of their machine operators was digging and inadvertently hit a gas valve,” said Reca.
“Because the main on the street was high pressure,
it was spewing a lot of gas in the air, which then
wafted into our residence halls.”
Public Service Electric and Gas (PSE&G) came
on site with Reca and they were able to temporarily
plug up the hole until they found a solution.
“It was 2:20 to 2:30 a.m. when everything

Gas leak scene near the north enterance, along route 206.
happened and, we got everyone back into their halls
by about 4 to 4:15 a.m.,” said Reca.
PSE&G was able to plug up the hole and put
asphalt down right before rush hour started.
“Everyone was rushing outside and I thought
it was a basic fire drill,” said Tim Ferrier, a junior
sports media major. “We didn’t get back into
[Switlick] until 4:30. I didn’t find out it was a gas
leak until the day after.”
Ferrier wasn’t the only student confused.
Heather Lesinski, a senior education major said,
“[I was] woken up by
SEE CONTRACTOR
alarm and felt panicked
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RIDER Public Safety officer was arrested on Sept.
21 for possession of child pornography and soliciting nude photos of an underage male online,
said Burlington County Prosecutor Scott Coffina.
According to Coffina, an investigation into Alan
J. Berman’s online activity began earlier this year
after a tip from the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children. Investigators believed Berman
had been posing as a teenage girl online to obtain
nude photos and videos of a teenage boy.
Berman, 58, was arrested and charged with four
counts of endangering the welfare of a child after
police conducted a search of his home and seized his
digital devices, said Coffina.
In a university-wide email, President Gregory G.
Dell’Omo addressed the arrest.
“This is a serious matter, and I want to assure our
community that it is being treated as such,” Dell’Omo
said in the email. “Once we learned of the charges,
we took steps to safeguard the members of our community. Mr. Berman was placed on administrative
leave and was notified that he is not allowed on either
campus for any reason for the time being.”
Dell’Omo also mentioned the standard background
check performed on new Public
SEE OFFICER
Safety officers.
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Underage plotting

No beer for this guy. On Sept. 22 at 5:35 p.m., a Public Safety officer was
made aware of an incident at the Cranberry Fest beer garden. After arriving,
the officer located the male student in question who attempted to enter the
beer garden with a driver’s license that wasn’t his. The officer confirmed the
student was under the age of 21 and referred him to the Office of Community
Standards.

Not doin’ well, dog

Feeling faint is never fun. On Sept. 23 at 8:45 p.m., Public Safety was called
to Wright Hall for the report of a sick female student. After arriving, officers met
with the student who said she began feeling lightheaded in the shower and
fainted. She eventually regained consciousness but then fainted again after
exiting the shower. After a quick examination, the female student was sent to
Capital Health Hopewell for further treatment.

Let’s get loud

Too rambunctious for Rider. On Sept. 22 at 11 p.m., an on-duty Community
Advisor from Poyda Hall contacted Public Safety to report that a group of males
in the building were being too loud. After arriving, officers located the group
in question and discovered they were guests of a dorm resident. Public Safety
asked the group to leave the Lawrenceville campus.
— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim Flatley

Officer arrested, students ‘shocked’
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

employed by the University for about a
year,” he said. “He completed a satisfactory background check administered
by a third party as a contingency of
his employment, as all Public Safety
employees must do as a condition of their
employment at Rider.”
The Rider News reached out to Public
Safety for comment and they referred
all inquiries to Kristine Brown, Assistant
Vice President for University Marketing
and Communications.
Members of Rider’s student community were surprised by the sudden arrest,
especially the University’s community
advisors (CAs), who worked closely with
Berman.
“He always seemed positive and kind,”
said Lena Nguyen, a CA and junior elementary education major. “I’m shocked
to hear this and it makes me nervous that
he was a Public Safety officer here.”
Juli Ezzo, a CA and junior secondary
education major, agreed with Nguyen
and said the incident made her question
her time working with Berman.
“I have handled a few incidents with
this officer and he was always on our
side. He was a ‘no nonsense’ type of
guy,” Ezzo said. “Of course, I’m shocked
that someone I trusted professionally has
done such repulsive things. It makes me
think back to to incidents I handled with
him and wonder what was actually going
through his head.”

Courtesey of the Burlington County Prosecutor’s office
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Rider Public Saftey officer Alan Berman was
charged with four counts of child endangerment.

Contractor hits gas pipe, causes leak
Safety officer told us we were going to the SRC for a while. We were confused
because he didn’t give us a reason. I was a little annoyed because I had to wake up
early the next day and didn’t have an estimated time for how long we would be in
the SRC but, at the end of the day, I was safe so that’s all that mattered.”
This was not the first gas leak at Rider.
Back in 2016, Lincoln Hall was closed for seven hours due to a gas leak. This
time, Reca was prepared.
“You look at that time frame from a major gas leak to having it fully repaired, it
was very efficient,” said Reca. “For a bad situation, everybody stepped up and did
the right things.”

Ryan Connelly/The Rider News
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Debris from the original gas pipe located near the north entrance. The gas leak forced students out of
their dorms on Sept. 21.

Database failed, faculty records jeopardized

D

By Theresa Evans

ATABASE software containing full-time faculty information failed in the
spring, affecting members of Rider’s chapter of the American Association of
University Professors (AAUP).
Jeffrey Halpern, AAUP contract administrator, emailed union members on
Sept. 6 informing them that the 4D database failed. Now there is no updated fulltime roster for the fall and salary accuracy cannot be confirmed.
“It is certainly an inconvenience for people who have been mispaid,” said
Halpern.
Faculty members received their September salary letter, according to Halpern.
“The vast majority [of letters] were correct because they were simple” said
Halpern. “We didn’t get a raise this year. We haven’t had a raise in a long time.
But in that sense, it made it relatively straightforward. Take last year’s salary and
put it in this year’s, but it’s not quite that straightforward for folks who have other
things happening: a longevity increase, a promotion, some folks are doing extra
work. Then we regularly compare everybody’s salary letter and salary against our
calculations of what they should be getting. That is mostly always accurate.”
According to Richard Riccardi, senior associate provost, only five faculty
members have reported an issue with their September salary letter.
“This is not unusual, as each year we have to verify a handful of faculty salaries.
This situation is not related to the database failure,” he said.
Riccardi said the data was never lost and is currently secure.
“It was the 4D program that failed, not the data,” he said. “Although the
database software failed, the University was able to recover all of the data contained
in the 4D system. No data was lost, and it remains safe and secure. We are working
collectively to resolve the software issue so this does not happen again.”

According to Halpern, The AAUP was not able to collect September dues
because the dues are based on members’ salaries, Halpern said.
“We are hoping to get that all corrected so we can begin to collect dues because,
like any organization, we run on money,” Halpern said. “And getting the dues in a
timely manner is really important to us.”
Halpern ensures that “there’s cooperative relations” between the AAUP and
academic affairs.
“I think everybody’s on the same page,” he said. “There isn’t a disagreement
in some fundamental way. They might have notified us earlier, but I’m sure they
thought this would be relatively easy to fix.”
Halpern wants the issue to be resolved before the distribution of October letters.
“I certainly want to see it worked out by the October paychecks which is about
a month away and that’s plenty of time even if they have to rebuild the database,”
Halpern said.
Riccardi said that a third-party, “knowledgeable in the 4D database program”
was hired to help discover the cause of the malfunction.
Carol Kondrach, the information technology associate vice president, said that
office of information technology worked with new academic affairs employees
briefly on the matter.
“We worked with IT and continue to partner with them to support the academic
needs of the institution,” said Riccardi.
Riccardi said that there are not any new academic affairs employees involved
with the database.
“ I do not believe the malfunction is due to employees being unfamiliar with the
software and or database, but we will work collectively to determine the cause,” he
said.
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By Gabriela Flis

AND, Foot

and Mouth Disease
(HFMD) has found its way to
Rider, and it’s quickly spreading
around campus.
“HFMD is a very common virus
that typically affects young children this
time of the year but can affect adults,”
said Elizabeth Luciano, director of
student health services. “In the college
setting, it is easy for viruses like HFMD
to spread with the close contact that
students have.”
Percautions were also taken in the
campus dining hall.
“There are people in Daly’s [who]
are passing out flyers and they’re
wearing gloves,” Jordan Griffin, a
freshman graphic design major, said.
“I’ve been washing my hands over ten
times a day, I’m pretty scared.”
Many students are nervous about the
current outbreak, but Rider is taking
proper precautions to let students know
how to protect themselves.
On Sept. 18, Rider sent out a
campus-wide email with general
information about the disease and
sudden outbreak.
“We want to make the University
community aware that there are several
confirmed student cases of Hand, Foot
and Mouth Disease (HFMD) at Rider
University. Given the contagious nature
of HFMD, there is potential that you’ve
been exposed,” the statment said.
The email also specified a variety
of strategies students living on campus
could use to minimize their chances
of getting infected. This includes
disinfecting surfaces that are touched
often, avoiding touching your face with

unwashed hands and avoiding close
contact with people who are sick.
Mike Ricchione, a sophomore sports
media major, is one of the students who
had been infected on campus. When he
first started getting symptoms, HFMD
was not the first thing that came to
mind.
“I didn’t exactly think I had
HFMD,” he said. “I was starting to
get a bad rash so I went to the Student
Health Center. They told me [it was
HFMD] and that I was the sixth case.”
HFMD typically lasts one week, with
symptoms that come in stages. These
include a fever, sore throat, feeling
unwell, painful sores in the mouth and
blisters on the feet and hands. Many of
these symptoms can easily be confused
with a budding cold.
“On Sunday, I noticed a spot on my
left pinkie,” said Ricchione. “Monday,
it got worse and I knew I needed to
see a nurse or a doctor. When I went
on Tuesday, I was told this was a viral
infection and it would go away on its
own. I was given an antihistamine to
help with the itch and then I was told
I could use the Ibuprofen I had to help
with the pain.”
Ricchione said the nurses at the
health center made him feel welltreated and taken care of.
“[The nurse] told me it’s supposed
to last a week and so far, it’s looking
to hold true,” Ricchione said. “On
Thursday, I was told I was no longer
contagious. Ever since Wednesday
night, my skin has become clearer and
clearer, and it no longer hurts when
I walk. I’m going back to classes on
Monday.”

Christopher Alexander/The Rider News

Students get short surge of HFMD
H

Rider students approaching the student health center in Poyda Hall. An outbreak of
hand, foot and mouth disease recently spread throughout campus.
According to Luciano, HFMD
prevention tips can also be used to
prevent other viruses, including the flu,
from spreading around campus.
“The best way to protect yourself
from HFMD and any virus is to: avoid
close contact with people that are sick,
stay home when you are sick, cover
your mouth and nose when you cough
and sneeze, wash your hands with soap
and water, avoid touching your eyes,

nose and mouth without clean hands
and practice other good health habits,”
said Luciano.
If anyone feels they have symptoms
of HFMD, they should go to the Health
Center immedediatly.

WCC inducted into Prestigious Hall of Fame

W

ESTMINSTER Choir College (WCC) now sits
among the best musicians, orchestras and
music schools in the world after its induction
into the American Classical Music Hall of
Fame (Hall of Fame) in June.
“To have Westminster’s mission, our programs and
the work of our alumni recognized by our peers is
certainly an honor,” said Anne Sears, WCC’s director
of external affairs.
Sears represented WCC at the induction in
Chicago at Chorus America’s annual conference. She
credited Chorus America as “the advocacy, research,
and leadership development organization that
advances the choral field.”
“It was certainly an honor to represent Westminster
Choir College among our peers,” Sears said. “It also
gave me the opportunity to illustrate Westminster’s
impact on the choral and classical music world.”
Prior to WCC’s induction, Juilliard was the only
educational institution included in the Hall of Fame,
for 10 years.
“We take pride in joining The Juilliard School
as the only educational institution inducted into the
American Classical Music Hall of Fame,” said Sears.
According to Sears, WCC has worked with Hall
of Fame members for 97 years, including conductor
Marin Alsop, pianist Dave Brubeck, the Philadelphia
Orchestra, the New York Philharmonic and composer
Lukas Foss.
“Westminster is so deserving of this opportunity,
and for so many reasons,” said Olivia Coackley, a
student mastering in voice pedagogy and performance
at WCC. “Our faculty are absolutely world-class, and
the students here are so passionate and committed.
Nowhere else in the world will you find a school that
is performing at such a high caliber of excellence and

Courtesey of Anne Sears

By Theresa Evans

Anne Sears wearing commemorative medallion, center, joined by Director of Music and Opera at the National Endowment for the Arts,
Anne Meier Baker and Hall of Fame board member Earl Rivers.
that has such strong and long-standing connections
with major orchestras, conductors, composers and
musicians.”
The Hall of Fame’s professional organization
advisory council nominated and voted on the
inductees.
“The American Classical Music Hall of Fame seeks
to build and sustain enthusiasm for classical music
in America by celebrating diverse facets of classical
music excellence,” said Sears.
Coackley believes that WCC’s induction validates
the talent that comes from the institution.
“I personally find it very exciting as a student to see
my school recognized at such a high level—especially
seeing as the only other educational institution
in the American Classical Music Hall of Fame is

Julliard,” said Coackley. “I’m definitely proud to be a
Westminster student.”
According to Sears, 400 conductors, educators, arts
administrators, composers and singers attended the
ceremony.
“After accepting the award on behalf of
Westminster, I asked the audience members to stand if
they had graduated from Westminster Choir College,
taken a Westminster continuing education class,
attended a Westminster summer camp or studied,
worshipped or performed under the leadership of a
Westminster graduate,” Sears said. “Nearly all of the
people in the audience rose and waved to each other
before breaking into a thunderous round of applause.
It was a powerful moment.”
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New program promotes water efficiency

T

HE office of Sustainability
Management introduced the
Cupanion Rewards program
this semester to promote waste
reduction.
Melissa Greenberg, Rider’s
sustainability manager, has had her eye
on this project for quite some time.
“I first encountered Cupanion at
an Association for the Advancement
of Sustainability at a higher education
conference two years ago, and it really
piqued my interest,” said Greenberg.
“It’s a refill program that encourages
the decline of single-use, disposable
cups on campus.”
College campuses across America
are responding enthusiastically to this
program and Rider is no exception.
Cupanion Rewards officially
launched at Rider during Bronc-aPalooza on Sept. 4. According to
Greenberg, Rider has already saved
over 1,067 cups in the weeks following
the launch.
Greenberg believes students will
enjoy the perks that come with using
the program.
“We purchased the cups and tags to
be given to Rider students,” she said.
“We hope it will help them build new,
healthy habits. Of course, the rewards
program along with it can serve as
another motivator.”
Lexie Reynolds, an office of
sustainability graduate assistant, agreed
that the rewards program is a nice
incentive.
“Who doesn’t like free stuff ?”
Reynolds said. “One nice perk that
comes from reusing is that you can get
a small discount at Starbucks. I think
this is something our students should be
aware of.”
With Cupanion, students now have
the opportunity to save up points and
earn rewards. They can begin earning
points the moment they download the
Fill It Forward app, which is available

Theresa Evans/The Rider News

By Allison Rhodes

A Fill It Forward sticker on student’s water bottles in Ridge Hall. Every time a bottle is refilled, students have the opportunity to earn points toward several
on-campus perks including discounts at Starbuck and free refills at Gourmet Dining locations.
in both the App Store and the Google
Play store. According to their website,
“The Fill it Forward tag and app
turns any reusable bottle into the
most empowering smart bottle on the
planet.”
Rider students can use their points
toward a free refill beverage from
any Gourmet Dining location for
1,000 points, or they may cash in a
free Cupanion bottle or cup for 2,000
points. Extremely dedicated students
can even save up for 50 percent off
any Rider Logo item at the campus
bookstore if they earn 3,000 points.
“It’s incredibly easy to use,” said
Greenberg. “You can track your
progress and see what your carbon
footprint is. It doesn’t make everyone
excited, but I think it’s really cool.

There is also a section for people
who are interested in fitness and
staying hydrated; you can use it to set
reminders. One of the places we gave
out tags was at the fitness center in the
SRC.”
The tags Greenberg referred to are
green stickers that can be placed on any
reusable cup or water bottle. Once the
Fill it Forward app is installed, students
can scan the tag with their phone and
earn their first 10 points. Scanning the
tag each time a bottle is refilled will
earn them more points.
Another valuable part of the
Cupanion program is its partnership
with WaterAid.
WaterAid donates money to water
projects around the world, which helps
people who are in desperate need of

clean drinking water.
Every time a student refills and
scans their bottle, money is donated
to WaterAid projects. Their current
project is providing families in rural
Bangladesh with clean water.
Tags are posted near each water
refill station on campus, the Moore
Library and the bookstore. Greenberg
said these stations are instrumental in
Rider’s move toward sustainability.
“It’s free, its chilled, its filtered. It is
important that people know they can
trust the water. Our water is tested
and safe. We want our students to feel
safe and secure in drinking the water,”
Greenberg said.

W

By Gabriela Flis and Theresa Evans

ITH the future of women in mind, Rider
alumna and former basketball star Michele
Powers, ‘84, created the Powers Family
Endowed Scholarship to benefit female
business students in need of financial help.
“I hope it gives women the opportunity to go to
college,” said Powers. “I just want to make sure one
point of the criteria is [that it goes to] somebody that
has some financial need. I was fortunate enough that I
wasn’t in that category when I came here. Between my
parents, my athletics and academics, I didn’t have that
need, but I want to make sure people don’t have that
as a barrier going to school.”
Powers intends for the scholarship to grow and
eventually cover the full cost of Rider tuition.
Through her bond of $50,000 and $25,000 from
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, her employer,
a total of $75,000 will be given to a College of
Business Administration student (CBA), allowing them
to pursue their dreams of being a female leader.
“It will start with a freshman,” Powers stated. “It is
an endowed scholarship so it will take a few years to
build up to become a full scholarship, so, in the next
couple of years, we will be giving out the first one.”
Female students in the CBA who are involved with
Rider’s Women’s Leadership Council are eligible for
the scholarship.
“Growing up in the business world, my mentors

were usually men,” Powers said. “So I love doing
things like this. We mentor female students, junior
and seniors, and it’s fun to to give back in that kind of
way.”
Powers believes in bettering the world and
encouraging female students to become leaders, CEOs
and business founders.
“There are many more females in leadership roles
than there were back when I first started, but there are
still not enough,” said Powers. “If you look at CEOs
of companies, particularly Fortune 500 companies,
women on boards are few, so that’s where we have
to keep working. But, as we continue to have more
female leaders in business, that certainly helps the
pipeline.”
Dinah Rabinovich, a freshman marketing major,
acknowledged that there is a need for female business
majors within CBA.
“The opportunities for females in the workplace
have definitely opened up more than in past years, but
it is still not as equal as one would hope them to be
in 2018,” said Rabinovich. “This scholarship offers
an incentive for women to try and pursue a business
major they may have not thought of before because
of the stereotype that only men [work] in the business
industry.”
Powers credits her parents, both Rider alum, for
influencing her to create the scholarship.
“For me, endowing the scholarship in a family

Courtsey of Michele Powers

Endowed scholarship benefits female business students

Rider Alumna Michele Powers , ‘84, wants to empower future
female business with her Powers Family Endowed Scholarship.
way was really important,” she said. “As a female in
business, where there is not a lot of females at the
senior level with me, it is also more important to do
this.”
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Rho Xi chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi chartered Recreational sport brings on the competition

From left to right: Avery Killebrew, Quamel Parris, Ameer Richmond, Shemar Givens and
Allen Killebrew at the chartering ceremony
There was, however, a bittersweet
aspect to chartering a new chapter for
the brothers of Kappa Alpha Psi. 		
“We didn’t take this moment lightly,”
Givens said. “There were a lot of mixed
emotions having to be split as a chapter
from the The College of New Jersey
and Princeton, but, then again, we will
still have the support from our chapter
brothers over there.”
The charter has been an exciting
process for the brothers of Kappa Alpha
Psi at Rider, and they look to accomplish
a lot and serve the community, both

on campus and locally, as an officially
chartered chapter at Rider. The brothers
hope that their plans to have a lasting
effect on campus are coupled with the
feeling of accomplishment from the
brothers of Rho Xi.
“It didn’t hit me until the day [the
charter] happened,” Givens said.
“Wow, I’m going to be a part of Rider
University’s history, forever.”

Courtesy of Rachael Hummel

Courtesy of Taylor Jaenicke

Courtesy of Sibel Siglam

Sweetheart weekend promotes Greek unity

Members of Sigma Phi Epsilon, Delta Phi Epsilon, Theta Chi, Phi Sigma Sigma and Zeta Tau
Alpha partake in the various activities included in Sweetheart Weekend.

The Rider community gave special
attention to what seemed to be an
average flag football game on Sept. 21.
However, this particular contest, Friday
Night Lights, was more than just average
— it was a fun experience for all in
attendance.
The night was filled with school
pride as the crowd was eager to watch
flag football on the Ben Cohen Turf
Field, given the lack of a Division I
team at Rider. Everything from the
entertainment, food, people and the
game itself made the night one to
remember.
Coming into the game, students
were greeted with free Chick-Fil-A.
After receiving their meal, the students
watched as the players warmed up with
sprints, stretches and drills.
As students found their way into the
stands, 107.7 The Bronc played songs
by hip-hop artists such as Kid Ink and
Flipp Dinero, the latter of which will be
performing in this year’s Fall Concert on
Oct. 5.
“The music was nice. It set the
atmosphere walking onto the field,”
said Xyaire Merriweather, a freshman
communication major.
About 15 minutes into the event, the
womens’ team began to play flag football,
setting the tone of excitement and
exhilaration for the night. The womens’
teams scored back and forth throughout
the game, keeping the tempo up to the
enjoyment of everyone in the crowd.
The energy level was kept up between

plays for the women’s teams when the
Rider dance team performed a routine to
Tyga’s song “SWISH” during halftime,
getting the crowd to cheer and dance
along.
Bigger crowds of students, mostly
from campus fraternities and sororities
who had members participating in the
games, began to file in at the start of the
mens’ games. From the start of the 20
minute period, players clawed to capture
flags and attempted to score. Exciting
plays throughout both halves of the game
managed to bring an uproar out of the
crowd and players alike.
The last game started around 9 p.m.
and drew excitement and suspense from
those in attendance. 107.7 The Bronc
continued to deliver music and played
songs from artists including Beyoncé,
Nicki Minaj and Queen. The men
managed to put on a great game to end
the night, sending the fans home happy.
“I really liked the games that went on
today,” said sophomore musical theater
major Cymere Nobles. “It was a lot of
fun watching everyone play.”
Chris Alexander/The Rider News

HE Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity has
found a permanent place at Rider
after officially chartering a chapter
exclusive to Rider’s campus.
The newest undergraduate chapter
of Kappa Alpha Psi, titled Rho Xi,
was officially chartered on Sept. 17 in
the NJM community room of the Bart
Luedeke Center.
In order to get the new chapter
chartered, brothers of the Eta Delta
chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi put in
long hours of work. Eta Delta chapter
president and senior psychology major
Avery Killebrew played a major role in
the official chartering of the chapter.
“The brothers of Kappa Alpha Psi
have worked diligently and overcame
many obstacles in the process of
chartering a new chapter on the national
level, as well as formally working
with their alumni chapter, Rider
University’s Greek Life officials and
student involvement to complete this
accomplishment,” Killebrew said.
Senior sports management major
Shemar Givens, a brother of the Eta
Delta chapter and president of the
Student Entertainment Council (SEC),
also saw the strenuous process of getting
a fraternity chapter chartered.
“We had to fill out a lot of
applications,” Givens said. “We had to
get an OK from the University before
getting approval from Kappa Alpha Psi
on the national level.”
The Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity

By Aja Alexander

was founded at Indiana University in
1911, after 10 black men wanted to
bring their experiences from historically
black colleges to those attending
predominantly white institutions.
Brothers chartering the Rho Xi chapter
are part of the Eta Delta Chapter, a
metro university chapter serving schools
in the Princeton area, founded in 1974.
Along with Rider University’s brothers,
the chapter also has brothers of Kappa
Alpha Psi from The College of New
Jersey and Princeton University.
The charter ceremony was attended
by Rider’s brothers of the new Rho Xi
chapter, including Killebrew, his brother
and senior business administration major
Allen Killebrew, Givens, Eta Delta vice
president Quamel Parris, junior health
science major and graduate student
Ameer Richmond, along with members
of the Trenton alumni of Kappa Alpha
Psi.
The moment came as a huge
milestone for people transitioning into
the Rho Xi chapter.
“The fraternity is continuing to
flourish nationwide and standing by their
motto, ‘Achievement in Every Field of
Human Endeavour,’” Avery Killebrew
said. “Now, here at Rider University,
great things are taking place.”
Givens added, “The chartering was
a historical moment for my fraternity
brothers and I. It’s not often people
get the chance to become chartering
members of a new chapter nor is it often
that a new chapter is chartered.”

Courtesy of Ameer Richmond
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By Austin Ferguson

Members of Rider’s Greek life come together to play and compete in games of flag football on
the Ben Cohen Field.
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Everything is beautiful at the ballet: American Repertory Ballet comes to BLC
HE epitome

of elegance graced the stage, as
ballerinas performed for the Rider community in the
Bart Luedeke Center on Sept. 21.
The American Repertory Ballet (ARB) and the
Princeton Ballet School presented “American Made, Paul
Taylor and Other Works,” which was broken down into
three inspiring segments.
The ballet began with a four piece ensemble,
entitled “Tears of the Moon,” where the dancers were
accompanied by Beethoven’s “Moonlight Sonata.”
The resident choreographer and ballet master for
ARB is Mary Barton. Barton has contributed
to the dance world for over 30 years and has
become an iconic figure not only to ARB, but
worldwide.
Kirk Peterson, choreographer of “Tears
of the Moon” is no stranger to the world of
dance. He has choreographed over 50 ballets
and has recreated famous ballets such as “The
Sleeping Beauty,” “Swan Lake” and “Giselle.”
While speaking about his piece for the evening,
Peterson explained how every theme is based on a type
of relationship. One portion of the dance was a duet
between a man and a woman, while another dealt with
the death of a loved one.
“Her lover has recently passed away, and it’s all about
trying to make her see him, and, in the end, expressing,
‘I’m here, just look and you’ll see I’m here,’” Peterson
said.
First to enter the stage were dancers Nanako
Yamamoto and Jorge Urbina. Viewers watched as
Yamamoto tried to run away from Urbina as he fought to
show her his love.
The second part of “Tears of the Moon” included
dancers Shaye Firer and Daniel Cooke.
The backdrop in this scene turned to a mixture of

‘‘

pink and purple as the roles switched. Firer appeared to
be fighting for Cooke, who showed no interest at all until
the end, when he seemed to have a change of heart.
They exited the stage and the lights turned to black
until a solo performance by dancer Aldeir Monteiro took
place. He shared this third portion of “Tears of The
Moon” with Ryoko Tanaka.
The final set of this tetralogy featured dancer Erikka
Reenstierna-Cates. The scene began with her covered
by a white sheet as she stood in place on pointe. She
was eventually uncovered, dressed in a white gown, and
joined by dancer Journy Wilkes-Davis.
The two of them were in sync with every one of their

this intimate act in the ballet featured Yamamoto and
Wilkes-Davis. Her body beautifully windmilled against
his the entire time, as he gracefully danced with her.
The finale of this ballet was a more upbeat selection,
as opposed to the others.
“Airs,” which was choreographed by the late American
choreographer Paul Taylor in 1978, was the conclusion
of an entire ballet inspired by him.
Taylor passed away on August 29. According to the
ballet’s program, his passing only encouraged the dancers
to honor his legacy in the best way that they knew how.
The dancers that paid homage to Taylor’s art included
Reenstierna-Cates, Tanaka, Yamamoto, Wilkes-Davis,
Monteiro and additional dancers, Emily Parker and
Matanya Solomon.
ARB was gifted with “Airs” by a member of Taylor’s
If you want to do it, the only thing you have to
Dance Company, who was a former student of the ARB
find out is how to get to [it].”
school and former member of the company.
“He was allowed by that choreographer to gift us the
Douglas Martin, artistic director and
ballet, so it was a total miracle,” Martin said. “It was a
choreographer
very beautiful thing that he did for us as a give back.”
Composer, G.F. Handel, was the surrounding
moves, portraying the strength of their love.
sound of music with the seven dancers in this closing
“The first half was gorgeous,” said Sheldon Steele, a
performance.
senior musical theater major. “It was very elegant and
“If you want to do it, the only thing you have to
captivating, I am a proud supporter of the ARB School,
find out is how you get to [it],” Martin said of pursuing
a career in dance. “You’re not going to be what you
primarily because Mary Barton is my ballet teacher, and
actually think you’re going to be, you’re going to be
also the ballet master of ARB.”
something different that you have to discover.”
The ballet resumed with “Ephemeral Possessions”
“Work is unavoidable, and it’s just a component
which was choreographed by artistic director and
that
is so essential to this art form,” Peterson added. “It
choreographer Douglas Martin.
requires
an enormous amount of work and dedication.”
Martin knew that he needed to start somewhere, being
he was about to become director earlier this year and this
For more information on the American Repertory Ballet, visit
is where he began choreographing this dance.
arballet.org.
“I was inspired to do a piece and, sometimes,
inspiration is everything,” said Martin.
Accompanied by American composer Samuel Barber,



Sierra McCoy/he Rider News
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By Sierra McCoy

Long-standing campus tradition continues to impress

C

AJ the Bronc, Rider’s mascot, rides the mechanical bull at Cranberry Fest. The mechanical bull was one of many attractions available for students,
as well as bounce houses, live music and a mobile zip line.
“It’s a time where you can interact with just about
every other class. Freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors
— they’re all together in this area,” she said.
Even commuting students attended the festival, one of
whom was sophomore education major Kristen Pfau. She
joined her friends “hoping it would be fun” and it turned
out to be a great time. As a new student and a commuter,
it was her first time at the school function.
“I’ll be coming again next year, hopefully,” Pfau said.
According to Barbati, Cranberry Fest provides
something that everyone can bond over with “great food,
great music, outdoor activities, hopefully great weather.”
“The thing that links us all as one is our school color

as well as the elements of this program, so it’s a good
chance to get out of your rooms, get out of your houses
and just come together with the people that you share a
lot in common with,” Barbati said.
According to Barbati, Cranberry Fest is a timeless
piece of Rider’s history.
“This is one that’s truly decades in the making,” he
said. “You could’ve been a student from the seventies
and know what Cranberry Fest is, so I think it’s a classic
outlet for people to come together, and I think that’s what
makes it so special.”

Gabriella LaVerdi/The Rider News

RANBERRY Fest is an annual tradition that kicks off
the start of the school year, delivering live music, a
variety of food, games and more.
The root of this celebration dates back to 1979,
commemorating the founder of the school, Andrew J.
Rider.
“He retired to be a cranberry bog farmer in South
Jersey,” said Nick Barbati, assistant director of campus
life for activities and student engagement. “He was so
successful, he was dubbed ‘The Cranberry King’ of New
Jersey. That’s kind of how we received our school color
of cranberry and white.”
The Campus Mall buzzed with activity on Sept. 22
as vendors and staff started preparing the food while the
band, Dumm, began to warm up to provide music for
the event. Students started arriving, many of whom wore
t-shirts representing their fraternities and sororities.
Among the food choices were Caribbean and Mexican
cuisines and an assortment of desserts.
The band played a mix of unforgettable old school
favorites to more recent popular songs, ranging from hits
like “Don’t You (Forget About Me)” by Simple Minds to
“Closer” by The Chainsmokers.
Some of the activities featured a mechanical bull,
bounce houses and a mobile zip line. The zip line was a
popular attraction with the students. Senior marketing
major Judy Wong was one of the few who were able to
avoid the long line.
“When I first got out, there was no one on the zip
line,” Wong said. “I’ve been on it twice today.”
Another crowd favorite was the mechanical bull with
people, including AJ the Bronc, trying to hold on for as
long as they could. It proved to be fun, even for those
who didn’t ride it.
“My favorite part has been watching everybody fall
off the bull,” said Jenna Dean, a sophomore education
major.
The Rider community, consisting of students, faculty,
staff and family members, gathered at the celebration to
enjoy the night’s events.
Cranberry Fest has a special meaning for Wong, who
has been to the event every year during her time at the
university.

Nicole Calacal/The Rider News

By Nicole Calacal

Dancers from the American Repertory Ballet in Princeton perfom on the Bart Luedeke Center theater
stage.
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FROM THE EDITOR

The “perfect” body
what society
deemed to be “perfection”
has constantly fluctuated.
Women were either too thin
or too fat, breasts not big enough or
stomach not flat enough. The truth
is perfection is relative: existing or
possessing a specified characteristic
only in comparison to something
else is not absolute. The human
body goes through changes at several
periods of a young person’s life and,
to have a set notion that one’s body
can be “perfect,” is outrageous.
A common theme that appears
when speaking about body image is
the impact of social media. Social
media evolved into something more
than just posting online and, instead,
turned into a vehicle for platformbuilding and trendsetting.
Popular social media-based
fashion sites such as Fashion Nova
have set an ideal body type that best
represents their clothes. This site
mostly features curvier women with
thin waists.
Although aesthetically pleasing,
it is a very unrealistic image for
the average woman. Sophomore
pyschology major Legend Hicks,
said “I feel like, over the years, the
ideal ‘perfect body’ has definitely
changed. It was once wanting to be
stick skinny and now, it’s all about
the ‘slim thick’ look and social media
plays a major role in why we think
that.”
According to Hamilton.edu,
“[Advertising] draws on people’s
insecurities to convince them to buy
a product,” implying that if you buy
these clothes, that you too can look
like these models.
Many women tell stories of
their experiences with finding the
confidence to accept their bodies,
and communicate their struggles
and insecurities. Growing up, I
was always considered too skinny,
especially compared to my two
sisters who are much curvier. But
after opening a dialogue with them,
they shared their experiences with
their bodies, particularly at a young
age.
Because of their shapely figures
they had to be more cautious of
what they wore and how they
wore their clothes in fear of being
sexualized. The over-sexualization
of young women can also apply
pressure for women to hide their
bodies instead of embracing them.
Men can also be subjected to
the pressures of the “perfect” body.
According to The University of
Pittsburgh.edu, “Men’s magazines
and advertisements often contain
images of what the media defines
as ‘masculine.’ From an early age,
boys are taught to be tough and
physical,” describing a “real” man to
be “physically strong, aggressive and
in control of their work.”
Men live with the pressures of
social norms and standards as well
as women and, when not considered
adequate, can be shamed for it.
The “rules” of what women and
men should look like is what leads
the public into believing there is a

standard of beauty.
The organization Body Positivity
has been around for more than 20
years and has really taken shape
with the evolution of mass media.
According to TheBodyPositivity.
org, the organization was founded
in 1996 by Connie Sobczak and
Elizabeth Scott because of their
shared passion to create a “lively,
healing community that offers freedom from suffocating societal messages that keep people in a perpetual
struggle with their bodies.”
Social media seems to be the
driving force of body image issues,
but can also be a helpful tool to
celebrate the various bodies of all
women and men.
Sophomore biology major Amelia
Peter said, “The perfect body means
a healthy body. Do not please anyone by changing yourself, just please
yourself with the way you want to
look.”
The human body is not made
to take a certain shape, it is made
to change and shift through time.
Perfection is relative, it is not absolute. Reconnect with your body so
you can begin a balanced relationship with your whole self with love
and self-care.

caglecartoons.com
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FILM RE VIE W

Spotlight: a true story of abuse in the public eye

Courtesy of Creative Commons

“

IF it takes a village to raise a child,
it takes a village to abuse one,”
Mitchell Garabedian.
Christine Blasey Ford, a psychology professor from California, has
agreed to testify before an open committee on Thursday, Sept. 27. Ford will
be testifying against Brett Kavanaugh,
A Supreme Court Justice nominee.
Twenty-seven years ago, a law
professor named Anita Hill testified
against then-Supreme Court Justice
nominee Clarence Thomas. Both Ford
and Hill claimed they were sexually
assaulted by the respective nominees.
Both Kavanaugh and Thomas have
denied all allegations made against
them.
It’s funny how history repeats itself.
As a witness to this historical event,
I felt the need to follow the case. I
read the headlines every morning,
and unintentionally discussed it with
a fellow student each day. As the week
drew to a close and it was time for my
Friday night movie selection, I chose
“Spotlight.”
Thomas McCarthy’s 2015 Best
Picture Winner seemed appropriate
to end the week. The film follows The
Boston Globe newspaper team as they
write a report about child molestation
in the local Catholic Church. Watching
it in the year 2018 gave me a new
perspective.
Based on true events, the film starts
in 2001 and ends in 2002. It takes
months for the journalists to gather the
information and deliver a well-rounded
and factual report to the public. They
talked to lawyers, cardinals, former and
current priests, victims and anyone tied
to the Catholic Church. It didn’t matter
if they wanted to talk or not, the truth

A scene from the 2015 film Spotlight about an editor at The Boston Globe assigned to investigate allegations against a priest accused of molesting children.
was going to be told. The team discovered that over 80 priests had sexually
assaulted children during their tenure.
The journalists calculated it to be 6
percent of the entire priest population
in Boston, meaning the number of
victims goes well into the thousands.
A number of children walked the
streets of Boston having been sexually
assaulted and told no one.
The film ends with the journalists
receiving phone calls from dozens of
victims who had been sexually abused.
I felt terrible and wanted to know why
they waited so long. Why did Hill and
Ford wait until their abusers’ nominations to speak out? I had to remember
that these people, Hill, Ford and the

sexually molested youth are going up
against age-old institutions with numerous ride or die followers. These institutions won’t fall away or crumble under
accusations.
The other part I had to consider
was that these people had experienced
something very traumatic. Sexual abuse
and harassment are not things you can
easily forget. To pressure these victims
into speaking when they’re not ready
would be insensitive.
The only thing I had left after the
film was respect. I wanted to stand and
applaud them. The victims in the film
had to walk around every day and continue on with their lives because that’s
what society expected them to do. To

describe in intimate detail to the world
how an event has scarred you is not
something many are capable of doing.
It’s important that society stop probing
victims for explanations, but take their
stories at face value. Explanations are
important but should only be told when
the victim is ready.
Although they may damper my
weekend, I will continue to watch films
about this subject matter. It reminds
me society still has work to do. While I
may be upset for a few days, some are
disturbed for a lifetime.
Danielle Jackson
Freshman film major

SOPHOMORE SEARCHINGS

Smaller classrooms prove to have postive effects on students

Courtesy of Creative Commons

W

ALKING into a room full of students can be a bit terrifying. The thought of
engaging with others and answering questions in front of a multitude of
people often becomes overwhelming. A class size can determine one’s performance and participation throughout the course.
At Rider, students have the opportunity to experience smaller class size, which is
seen as beneficial. It can alter a students participation, comprehension of the material being taught, connection with the instructor, performance and determine the
comfortability of the class environment.
Rider has about 4,000 students attending college level classes, lectures and meetings. Some students tend to grasp more information when there is a likelihood of
connecting with a professor during class.
Senior Alexandra Hum, a double major in criminal justice and sociology said, “I
like having a smaller class size because teachers have more of a relationship with the
students and are able to help them more.”
Not only is it more convenient for a strong connection between the student and
professor but it is also easier to comprehend the material being taught.
In addition, students will have a greater ability to engage in the lessons and
activities. Alyssa Miller, a freshman health science major said, “I personally feel
having a smaller class size is good because, during group activities, every one gets
the chance to speak and give their input without someone else interrupting and it
also becomes easier to learn from, not only the professor, but your peers as well.”
Students are given the freedom to participate and voice opinions about topics,
which is always influential to the process of learning and understanding.
In addition to gaining new viewpoints from peers, students have the opportunity
to ask questions without cutting into class time. Because of this, students are able
to receive more feedback from the professor as well as peers, giving them a better
understanding of the information provided.
In the long run, students perform better when enrolled in a class with limited
students. The Center For Public Education said, “Reducing class size to increase
student achievement is an approach that has been tried, debated and analyzed
for several decades. Supports, such as professional development for teachers
and a rigorous curriculum, enhance the effect of reduced class size on academic
achievement.”

Smaller classroom sizes have proven to increase student engagement as well as achievement.
There is also a debate occuring to discover ways for all schools to provide
students with smaller classroom sizes, taking into consideration that teacher and
professor employment would increase.
All in all, class size does matter and regulates how a student will learn and perform. Being in a smaller class provides the opportunity to participate and engage
in lessons which leads to a better understanding of the material. When there is a
stronger connection between professors and students, it has the ability to increase
the way a students learns in that class. A smaller class size does not overwhelm students or cause distress. Therefore, a class size can either make or break a student’s
possibility of success.
Andriana Rice- Gilmore
Sophomore journalism major
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SAVE A HUMAN, STARVE A VAMPIRE
Give blood in the SRC October 16, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
and October 17, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Second Annual

The first 100 students
to donate blood
receive a free pass
to Six Flags Fright Fest

SHARED READ 2018-19
Rider University’s Shared Read program, an initiative of Academic Affairs and Student Affairs,
introduces students to the University’s learner-centered mission.
The entire campus community is invited to participate in the program and events.

How Does It Feel to Be a Problem:
Being Young and Arab in America
by Moustafa Bayoumi

A Night with the Author
OCTOBER 2
6:45 P.M., BLC THEATER
Moustafa Bayoumi, author of Rider’s 2018 shared read, How Does It Feel
To Be A Problem: Being Young and Arab In America, will be on campus to
discuss issues and themes from his non-fiction work. The book tells the
stories of 7 Arab-Americans and their experiences in post 9/11 America.
Q&A and book signing will follow the lecture.

www.rider.edu/events/shared-read
For more information, contact Ira Mayo at 609-896-5195 or mayo@rider.edu.
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FIELD HOCKE Y

By Dylan Manfre

Lena Vandam,
was in the midst of a stellar
campaign heading into the
weekend games vs. Hofstra and
Villanova with 26 saves, three shutouts,
a goals-allowed-average of 2.47 and a
MAAC Defensive Player of the Week
award.
For a team whose three wins have
all come via shutout, Vandam and the
defensive stronghold deserved a break.
A change of pace seemed due for the
Broncs, who entered the weekend with
a .500 record of 3-3, 0-0 MAAC.
On Sept. 21, Rider exploded with
a 10-4 offensive barrage in the victory
over Hofstra.
The first half was a theatrical
performance in its own right.
Rider’s first two goals came within a
minute of each other. Junior midfielder
Tess Coorens scored her team-high
sixth goal of the campaign. Sophomore
midfielder Marion Waterkeyn sent the
second ball in Hofstra’s cage for her
fourth of the year. Her fifth goal this
season would come 19 minutes later.
Waterkeyn’s two-goal performance
earned her MAAC Offensive Player
of the Week honors, her first career
accolade.
“I think our offense was finally
sticking together,” Correns said. “[They
were] working hard, everyone was
running around looking for each other,
they were going for the loose balls, they
were attacking the circle quick and fast.

Gabriella LaVerdi/The Rider News

IDER’S goalkeeper,

That created options for us to score in.”
Freshman midfielder Julia Divorra
and freshman forward Carly Brosious
contributed two goals each. In
addition, Divorra assisted on three of
Rider’s goals and Brosious assisted on
two. Sophomore midfielder Kaitlyn
Flemming scored two second-half
goals, swelling her total to three for the
season. Defender Brittany Romanczuk
scored the first goal of her sophomore
campaign eight minutes later.
“It was a great day offensively,”
Head Coach Lori Hussong said.
“Bottom line is, we can’t win
championships if we don’t play better
defense. We need to keep the ball
out of our circle and not give away
corners.”
Rider’s 10 goals were the most
scored in a game by any MAAC team
this season. The Broncs have also
scored first in each of their four wins.
Divorra and Waterkeyn provided
two first-half goals for the Broncs in a
4-3 overtime loss to Villanova. Rider
had the edge over its opponents 16-7 in
first half scoring.
Coorens scored her team-leading
seventh goal in the 66th minute of
the game. Waterkeyn and freshman
midfielder Tess van Ommeren assisted
the late goal.
“It was a good game, back and
forth, for both teams,” Hussong said.
“I think both teams had their moments
where they were on fire and moments
where we had to let up a bit and, I

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Broncs’ sticks explode for 10 goals
R

Sophomore midfielder Marion Waterkeyn was named MAAC Offensive Player of the Week on Sept. 24.
think, when they did that, they took
advantage. I was happy to see we
had the fighting spirit to get to the
overtime.”
With MAAC opponents around
the corner, the next few games carry
immense implications as Rider aims
to get in the four-team playoff bracket
which begins on Nov. 2. Unlike other

collegiate sports, field hockey has
conference opponents mixed in with
non conference foes.
Monmouth, the winner of two of
the past four conference titles, is the
first MAAC opponent Rider will face
on Sept. 28 at 7 p.m. The contest will
be broadcast on ESPN3.

Sept. 26, 2018
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By Rob Rose
OR the

third time in its first seven
games, the men’s soccer team
allowed a goal in the game’s
final minutes and suffered a
heartbreaking defeat. This time, Rider
was defeated by Princeton, 1-0, allowing
a game-winning goal in the 108th
minute during the second overtime
period that extended its losing streak to
three games.
The contest was the fourth overtime
match the Broncs have played and their
third time going into double overtime.
Rider’s record in these games is 0-31. These four games have added 70
minutes of game time for the Broncs,
almost another full 90-minute game.
Entering the 2018 season, the
issue facing Rider was how the team
would replace forward Jose Aguinaga
and goalkeeper David Pastuna, two
graduates who were key members
of the 2015 and 2016 MAAC
Championship-winning teams.
Offensively, this season has been a
struggle for the Broncs. Through its
first seven games, Rider has only scored
two goals and has yet to score multiple
goals in a game, while being shut out
five times. In comparison, last season,
the Broncs scored 11 goals in their first
seven games and only failed to score in
one of those contests.
Looking at the men in goal, Head
Coach Charlie Inverso has used a
pair of goalkeepers early this year.
Freshman goalkeeper Garret Potter and
sophomore goalkeeper Pablo Gatinois
have split time in net during this
campaign and both have played well.
“I still think [Potter and Gatinois]
are pretty close, but both guys have

played well and they haven’t conceded
a goal that was their fault,” said
Inverso.
In his three starts, Gatinois has a
record of 1-2 and allowed two goals in
300 minutes in net. Potter has started
three games, played in four and has a
record of 0-3-1. He has been between
the posts for 383 minutes and has
allowed six goals.
Compared to last season when
Pastuna was in net, Rider’s goalkeepers
have been solid. In 2017, Pastuna
allowed nine goals in the team’s first
seven games, one more than the eight
that the Broncs have given up this
season.
There is no doubt that the Broncs
will need to turn things around soon or
the team’s struggles will continue.
Currently Rider’s offense is last in
the MAAC in points, goals and assists,
despite leading the conference in
corner kicks. On the defensive side, the
Broncs have allowed the second-most
goals in the MAAC and have taken the
most fouls in the league, with 123.
The positive is that Rider’s next
match marks the beginning of
conference play and the games that
really matter. In the MAAC, the games
played against conference opponents
are the only contests that factor into the
final standings.
“Starting conference [play] is
almost like starting a new season,”
said graduate student forward Elliott
Otmani. “Nonconference games
showed us what aspects of the game
we need to improve on. Now, we know
how conference [play] goes, no matter
how we play, the results will be more
important than anything else.”

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

MAAC play offers Rider a fresh start

Sophomore goalkeeper Pablo Gatinois leads the team with an average of .60 goals allowed per game.
Another thing working in Rider’s
favor is the overall struggle among
MAAC teams in 2018. Currently, only
Manhattan and Iona have winning

records of 7-1 and 4-2-1, respectively.
Rider’s record currently sits at 1-5-1
and their next match is Sept. 26 against
Iona at 7 p.m on Ben Cohen Field.

VOLLE YBALL

Broncs spike Purple Eagles in 3-0 victory

C

By Lauren Amour

a tough five-game setback against
Fairfield, the volleyball team was away on Sept.
22 and 23, sweeping Niagara 3-0 and then
suffering a 3-0 loss at the hands of Canisius.
The Broncs entered the games with a 5-4 record,
hungry for a win against their MAAC rivals.
Niagara, who posted an overall record of 1-11 and
conference record of 1-1 coming into the contest, was
no match for the Broncs.
Rider swept their second conference game of the
season, while Niagara dropped their second MAAC
match in a row.
Senior hitter Hailey Riede led the Broncs to one
of their best matches of the year with 14 kills and a
season-high 42.9 attack percentage.
Along with Riede, sophomore hitter Meredith
Pellegrino and junior blocker Evelyn Shanefield
contributed to the Broncs’ sweep with 10 kills and
seven kills, respectively.
On defense, sophomore setter Danielle Blanco,
freshman setter Anilee Sher and junior libero Rachelle
Runyon dominated the Purple Eagles by contributing
a combined 32 digs, with Blanco setting a team-high
of 12 digs in the game.
Sher continued to prove herself as a vital
newcomer to the team by posting another doubledouble as a result of a 34-assist, 10-dig performance.
This is now her second double-double against a
MAAC team.
Through three sets, the Broncs won by scores of
25-17 in the first set, 25-15 in the second and 25-19 to
complete the sweep.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

OMING off

Senior hitter Haley Riede had a team-high 16 kills in a win on Sept 22.
Head Coach Chris Feliciano believes the team did
a great job of “controlling the pace,” especially when
road matches can be a struggle for the team.

With the overwhelming victory, the Broncs snapped
a two-match losing streak against the Purple Eagles.
Overall, Feliciano was pleased with the win, in
which the team totaled 60 points, especially after their
tough loss against Fairfield.
“I knew that a match like this was coming after
we dropped the Fairfield match the way we did,” said
Feliciano. “There was a different level of focus in the
team this week.”
The Broncs wrapped up their Western New York
road trip on Sept. 23 in a matinee against Canisius,
looking for their fifth straight win against the Golden
Griffins.
Rider would be on the other end of a 3-0 result
against Canisius, losing the first two sets by a score of
25-17 and dropping the third set 30-28.
With the loss, Rider saw their place in the
conference slip to fifth. It also ended the Broncs’ fourgame winning streak against the Golden Griffins.
After the weekend of action, Rider had a
conference record of 2-2.
“We just want to put one foot in front of another
each day and just get better,” said Feliciano.
The Broncs next match will be at home on Sept. 29
against Siena at 4 p.m. in the Alumni Gym.
In 2017, Rider split the season series with Siena,
with each team winning the match played on its home
court.
On Sept. 30, Rider welcomes in another
conference foe, Marist, at 1 p.m. The Broncs were
eliminated by the Red Foxes in the first round of the
MAAC Tournament last season.
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WOMEN’S SOCCER

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Rider falls at Niagara for first MAAC loss

Senior back Meghan McCabe scored her first goal of the season in the 2-1 defeat at Niagara on Sept. 22. This was her seventh career goal at Rider after scoring four times as a freshman and twice in her junior campaign.

T

By Stephen Neukam
HE women’s

soccer team traveled to Niagara on
Sept. 22 and suffered a 2-1 loss at the hands of
the Purple Eagles.
The Broncs took the first lead of the game in
the 36th minute on a goal from senior back Meghan
McCabe, who capitalized on a corner kick from junior
midfielder Valeria Pascuet, making it the fourth game
in a row that Rider pegged the opening score.
It was McCabe’s first goal of the season and
seventh of her collegiate career. Pascuet also notched
her third assist of this year’s campaign.
The lead was short-lived as Niagara would equalize
just 26 seconds later through a goal by junior forward
Hailey Bucknell. This was largely uncharted territory
for Rider as they had only surrendered a lead once
before this trip up north.
The tie would continue throughout the remainder
of the first half and much of the second.
The Purple Eagles would eventually break the
deadlock in the 71st minute by slotting home a penalty
kick scored by junior forward Kelsey Araujo. The
foul to give away the kick was uncharacteristic of the
Broncs, as they have been whistled for infractions
just 37 times this year — the second lowest in the
conference. The most penalized team is Niagara.
Niagara extended their winning streak to four
games, which was the longest of the season for any
MAAC team.
The loss was Rider’s first in the conference and
snapped a three-game winning streak.
Broncs Head Coach Drayson Hounsome was
disappointed after the game and felt the team missed

too many opportunities to make an impact.
“We definitely let one go today but credit to
Niagara for their immediate response to going down a
goal,” said Hounsome. “We had plenty of chances to
score more goals but didn’t take them. We will look to
get three points [from the next game].”
Rider dropped to 5-3-1 overall with the loss and
saw their conference record fall to 1-1. The Broncs
currently sit fourth in the MAAC.
Niagara is perched atop the conference with a 2-0
record, followed by Quinnipiac and Monmouth. Four
teams in the MAAC have a 1-1 record, with Rider and
Monmouth being joined by Canisius and St. Peter’s.
Although it is early in the conference competition,
Rider looks like one of the stronger 1-1 teams of the
bunch, in contrast to St. Peter’s who has posted a 1-7
overall record.
The standings should begin to take shape as soon
as MAAC play continues to unfold.
Through the first nine games of the season, the
Broncs’ statistical leaders are largely unsurprising.
Senior forward Kourtney Cunningham leads the team
in goals with five, which puts her second in the entire
conference. Valeria holds the top spot in total assists
for the team.
Sophomore goalkeeper Carmen Carbonell, who
has started a majority of games between the sticks
for Rider, has posted 65 saves and an 87.8 save
percentage, which is second in the MAAC.
If Carbonell continues to save shots at this rate,
it would be the highest save rate since the university
started storing statistics online in 2003.
The team also has their fans to thank for the

support, as Rider ranks second in home game
attendance so far this season, falling just behind Siena.
The Broncs will miss freshman back Niamh Cashin
for an upcoming game against Iona on Oct. 3. Cashin,
who is from Nottingham, England, has been called up
to the national team ahead of the Union of European
Football Association U19 Championship. The team
will play three matches in Croatia, facing Malta,
Croatia and Slovakia in the first round of qualifying.
The freshman is one of just five current Division I
players named to the squad. The other players come
from a list of schools — Louisiana State, Florida,
Oklahoma and Arizona State.
Cashin missed the early part of the Rider season
due to another call up from the international team for
a summer training camp.
“[The girls] have welcomed me back,” said
Cashin following her arrival after the summer camp
in England. “They were all there for me [during the
trip].”
She was part of the topdrawersoccer.com National
Team of the Week after scoring her first career
goal against two-time defending MAAC Champion
Monmouth on Sept. 16.
The Broncs will continue conference play away
from home in games that are critical to tournament
qualification and seeding.
Rider will resume its road trip, this time traveling
to Fairfield, which has a 5-4-1 record, on Sept. 26 at
7 p.m.
The Broncs then will return home on Sept. 29 to
face Marist, which sits two spots behind Rider in the
conference, at 1 p.m. at Ben Cohen Field.

