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Dell’Omo dusts off gloves
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On Nov. 2, University President Gregory Dell’Omo played goalkeeper to defend three penalty kicks by a Rider student. He saved one out of the three, and the student won a $100 gift card to the university store.

Opioid antidote carried to combat overdoses

F

By Shanna O’Mara
OLLOWING a national trend of opioid use and
thousands of unfortunate overdoses each year,
staff members at Rider are taking an extra step
to protect those on campus. Public Safety officers now carry a kit containing Narcan, an antidote
to opioid overdose, in each of their cars to potentially
resuscitate someone who is in danger after using drugs
such as heroin, oxycodone and fentanyl.
“The initiator for this was the Mercer County
Prosecutor’s Office for our particular area,” Public
Safety Coordinator Mike Yeh said. “They said they
were going to fund Narcan kits for police departments in the county. Director [of Public Safety Vickie]
Weaver and I, having a very close contact with the
Prosecutor’s Office, said, ‘What about the universities in the county?’ and the prosecutor said, ‘That’s a
fantastic idea.’”
In Nov. 2014, both Rider campuses began carrying Narcan, and others soon to follow include The
College of New Jersey, Princeton and Mercer County
Community College.
“[Narcan] is now used in the community to treat
overdose,” Elizabeth Luciano, assistant director
of the Student Health Center, said. “[Narcan] is a

prescription drug that comes in both injection and a
nasal spray that can temporarily reverse the effects of
drug overdose. If it is used in time, it can save lives.”
Weaver said all officers have been through a training process on how to administer Narcan.
According to Luciano, symptoms of overdose
include slowed or no breathing, very small or pinpoint
pupils in the eyes, slow heartbeats or extreme drowsiness. This is especially true if the person cannot be
woken.
“We’re taught to apply it anyway because it may be
absorbed even if they’re not breathing,” Yeh said.
The powerful drug is designed to be used in emergency situations but is not the final solution.
“It has a short half-life [or period of time required
for the concentration or amount of drug in the body
to be reduced by one-half], therefore, it may need to
be repeated every two to three minutes if symptoms
reoccur,” Luciano said. “An ambulance needs to be
called and CPR [cardiopulmonary resuscitation]
might need to be initiated as well if the person is not
breathing or there is no pulse. The patient needs to be
transported to the hospital for further care.”
Repeating aplication of the antidote cannot harm
the patient, according to Yeh, because Narcan has

been vigorously tested and approved.
“It is a safe drug that has gone through the regular
FDA [Food and Drug Administration] process, and
through evaluations of the drug, they have realized
that there are no side effects to the Narcan, so with
that understanding and understanding the impact it
may have on someone who’s not breathing, it’s a nobrainer,” Yeh said.
Narcan was invented in 1961 at a small lab in New
York City by Jack Fishman, a Polish immigrant who
later lost his stepson to a heroin overdose.
Since its invention, the drug has saved tens of
thousands of lives, and in June 2015, the National
Association of School Nurses (NASN) recommended
that all schools carry Narcan. According to <PM
Guardian, five states have since passed laws allowing
the drug to be used in emergency situations in schools
after NASN President Beth Mattey referred to opioid
prevalence in this country as “an epidemic.”
“In a survey of 81 Rhode Island nurses who
participated in a [Narcan] training program in 2014,
43 percent of high school nurses said that students in
their schools were abusing
SEE RIDER
opioids, and 15 percent said
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SECURITY BRIEFS
BY BRANDON SCALEA

Printer problems

Halloween smokeshow

Students couldn’t wait to print their syllabi, so
they took matters into their own hands. Officers were
dispatched to Fine Arts on Oct. 31 where they met
with a female staff member. She said that when she
arrived that morning, ink cartridges that had been in
her office were missing. She last saw them around 4
p.m. on Oct. 28. The cartridges cost nearly $150 each.
If anyone has any information on these missing materials, please contact Public Safety.

Maybe it was just part of his costume? On the
night of Oct. 31, officers were sent to Kroner Hall
where they met with residence life staff members.
The staff members said they smelled cigarette smoke
coming out of one of the dorm rooms. When the
officers knocked on the door and were greeted by a
student, the smell of smoke became even stronger.
Officers also noticed a plastic bag had been placed
over the room’s smoke detector. The student was
charged with a fire safety violation and violating the
student code of social conduct.

A road of his own

He thought no one would notice. On Nov. 4, public
safety noticed a student had accumulated more than
five tickets for the academic year. Per its policy, public
safety sent him a warning letter letting him know he
could potentially lose his driving privileges. Instead of
paying his tickets, the student continued accumulating tickets. He was charged with failure to comply.
Public safety stresses the importance of students registering their vehicles, if they plan to park on campus.
— Information provided by Director of Public Safety
Vickie Weaver

Taylor ready to pass torch, announces retirement

W

By Carlos Toro

decades.
Associate Head Coach John Hangey, who has been
Taylor’s assistant since 2000, will take the reins in
2017 as the program’s third head coach.
Taylor said he is retiring because of the program
being in a good enough place where he would feel
comfortable letting someone else take control and
elevate the program even higher.
“I wanted to wait until the program was in a
very good spot before I made this announcement,”
Taylor said. “I had spoken to [Athletic Director] Don
Harnum and he was very supportive of my decision. I
told the team behind closed doors on [Nov. 1] and let
them know before word came out and our competitors
knew anything.”
Hangey said that he is honored and excited to be
the new head coach at season’s end and is looking forward to continuing the success the wrestling program
achieved throughout the years.
“I’ve worked with Coach Taylor for more than a
decade and it’s almost hard not to use some of the
things that he has instilled in us and allowed us to have
great success,” Hangey said. “That being said, this
allows us to bring in a new culture into the program
and breathe new life into it.”
Taylor became the head coach at Rider in 1978
and provided consistency. In his time as head coach, a
total of 169 Broncs competed in the NCAA Nationals,
with 15 of them qualifying for All-American status.
This year’s roster has two All-Americans: juniors B.J.
Clagon and Chad Walsh.

Emily Kelley/The Rider News

RESTLING Head Coach Gary Taylor
announced on Nov. 2 that the 2016-17 season
would be his last. It is the last act in a legendary coaching career that has spanned five

Head Coach Gary Taylor looks on during a 2015 dual meet. Since 1978, he’s compiled 429 wins, 14 conference titles and 15 All-Americans.
“We have two returning All-Americans, which is
something we have never had before,” Taylor said.
“Ryan Wolfe was one match away from becoming an
All-American, so we have a great group of guys this
year, and I think we have a very good chance at a lot
of success.”
The Broncs started the season at the Hokie Open
at Virginia Tech, where Walsh and Clagon placed first
and second in their weight classes, respectively.
Hangey said after the team heard their coach was
retiring at the end of this year, they wanted to send
Taylor off with a great season.
“The kids were supportive of Coach Taylor and
they want to do everything in their power to give him
a special final season,” Hangey said. “They want to
dedicate this season to their coach, who has done so

much for the program.”
Among his numerous accomplishments, Taylor
has amassed 429 career wins, which ranks fourth alltime in NCAA Division I wins and he is first among
active coaches. He has also led Rider to 14 conference
championships. The Broncs are the defending Eastern
Wrestling League champions.
When Taylor became the head coach at Rider, his
goal was to bring national recognition to the program;
a goal he knew would take some time. Taylor is proud
of what he was able to accomplish and all the wrestlers who have competed for him.
“When I came to Rider, I wanted to give the school
national recognition,” Taylor said. “[Staying at Rider]
wasn’t the objective, but I knew it would take a long
time to do it and it just happened.”

Long-time secretary ready to begin ‘a new chapter’

A

By Theresa Evans
FTER 28 years at Rider, Mary Kildea, administrative associate for The College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences, retired on Oct. 28.
“There wasn’t a day that I didn’t thank God
for the best job in the world,” Kildea said. “I enjoyed
coming to work every day. I found it exciting to be a
part of our students’ education; to see them come in
as scared freshmen and blossom into mature adults
ready to take on the world.”
Kildea spent her first eight years at Rider working
in the science and technology center. Then she worked
for the communication and journalism department for
20 years.
“The department of communication and journalism has produced many successful students whom we
are very proud of,” said Kildea. “I went to the department’s last reunion and I was thrilled to see students
again who’d graduated 15 plus years ago. Of course,
I no longer see them on a daily basis, but I am friends
with them on Facebook and I still enjoy watching
them progress through their careers.”
Kildea spent her Rider career working with the
“nicest professors on campus,” and they made her
days pleasant.
“Mary Kildea is, to me, a symbol of what has made
Rider successful for so many years: hardworking,

ethical, honest, loyal, unsung employees,” said Pamela
Brown, director of the master of arts in business communication program. “During my two terms as chair,
I saw on a daily basis both her level of commitment to
the institution and to its students, and, of course, those
commitments are intertwined.”
According to Kildea, she shared a mutual respect
with students.
“She was student-centered long before that phrase
became a slogan,” Brown said. “And every time she
went out of her way to help a student with a need,
something she did on a daily basis, she also was helping build that student’s prospect for success as well as
his or her life-long connection to Rider.”
Kildea left a positive mark on the communication
and journalism department, according to Brown.
She was often asked for insight and ideas on how to
address departmental matters and never failed to offer
wise suggestions.
Rider has affected Kildea’s personal life positively,
educating four of her children through graduate
school. She said she is very grateful for that benefit
because her children have pursued successful careers
without the worries of being in debt.
Kildea believes most students feel the same way she
does about Rider’s faculty: that they are respectful and
fun to be around.

“Over 28 years, you interact with many people on
campus,” said Kildea. “Unfortunately, most of the
people I met over the years have retired and I miss
them. Rider has a Retirees Association and I hope to
connect with them again through that organization.”
Kildea will spend a lot of her retirement time taking care of her husband who became disabled this
year. She considers her new position similar to how
she took care of Rider professors.
“As he gets better, I hope to volunteer at St.
Lawrence Rehabilitation Center which is right down
the street from Rider,” Kildea said. “If Rider used
volunteer workers, I’d definitely give some time.”
Brown feels fortunate to have been chair of the
communication and journalism department while
Kildea was the administrative associate.
“Though I believe Mary’s retirement is a great loss
to Rider and leaves an immense gap in my department, I also am thrilled for her as she begins this next
chapter in her life,” said Brown. “I wish her many
family, and laughter, filled years ahead. They have
been well-earned.”
Kildea said she will be forever grateful to Rider.
“I was very fortunate to have been able to work for
28 years at a job that I loved,” she said.
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ONE DAY ONLY!

THE RIDER

HIV/AIDS Quilt
Tuesday, November 15, 2016
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., BLC Art Gallery
(In Commemoration of World AIDS Day, December 1)

Stop by and…
REFLECT on those who have passed.
PRAY for those we have lost.
HOPE for those who live.
Office of Multicultural Affairs
Unity + Diversity = University

4

The Rider News

News

Nov. 9, 2016

Dell’Omo takes to the goal, makes save

S

By Brandon Scalea

arrival last August,
University President Gregory
Dell’Omo is commonly seen in the
stands at Rider athletic events. On
Nov. 2, he got a chance to take the field.
At halftime of the men’s soccer
game against St. Peter’s, Dell’Omo
donned a Rider warm-up shirt,
backwards hat and goalkeeper gloves,
stepped into the net at Ben Cohen
Field and defended penalty kicks from a
Rider student.
Dell’Omo said men’s soccer Head
Coach Charlie Inverso came up with
the idea to try to get more students into
the stands for an afternoon, weekday game. Over the course of a year,
attendance at the team’s home games
has risen dramatically. Men’s soccer
averaged nearly 700 fans per home
game this season, ranking second in the
conference, behind only Marist.
Dell’Omo, a big sports fan and
former athlete, said he loved the idea,
but thought his performance in goal
could’ve been a little better.
“I grew up playing soccer and both
of my sons played, so I’ve been around
the sport my whole life,” he said. “It’s
just that the body doesn’t move as fast
as the eyes and the mind do anymore.”
Junior marketing and sports management double major Brandon Ferris
was the lucky student chosen out of the
crowd of over 700 to participate. He
was allowed three kicks, needing two
out of three to win a $100 gift card to

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

INCE his

President Gregory Dell’Omo stands with Brandon Ferris following the halftime penalty kicks.
the university store.
After his first kick went right into the
arms of Dell’Omo, Ferris settled in and
put his last two shots into the bottomright of the net, past the sprawling
president.
Ferris said he was grateful to be chosen for the opportunity, but admitted
it was pretty nerve-racking. He played
soccer for many years, but he was a
goalie in high school. According to him,
kicking wasn’t always his strong suit.
“I was pretty nervous out there,”

Ferris said. “When my first shot went
right at him and he stopped it, I knew I
needed to hit my last two. But, luckily,
I was able to place the next shots in a
spot he couldn’t dive for and reach. I
really appreciate President Dell’Omo
doing this. It was a really cool experience for me and I thought it was very
interactive for the students.”
While a student at Rumson-Fair
Haven Regional High School in the
early ’70s, Dell’Omo mainly played
football and baseball, but decided to

switch to soccer his senior year. He was
a midfielder.
“This was a time when soccer was
first becoming popular at high schools,”
he said. “My school had only had it for
a year. But I will say that I played soccer like I played football — I was very
aggressive.”
Dell’Omo said he’s always willing
to help the athletic teams gain fan support. As someone who worked as an
administrator at St. Joseph’s University
before becoming president at Robert
Morris, he knows what athletic success
can do for a university.
“We’re fortunate at Rider to have
Division I sports,” he said. “In terms of
getting name recognition and getting
people to know Rider outside of our
local area, if you’re fortunate enough to
have some success, particularly in men’s
basketball, it really elevates the profile
of the university.”
With several of Rider’s teams enjoying recent success, particularly men’s
and women’s soccer, as well as wrestling, Dell’Omo laid out his goals for
the school from an athletic standpoint.
“As an old-time athletic director once told me, sports are the front
porch of a university,” he said. “I just
want the student-athletes to enjoy that
sense of excitement and get the other
students and alumni involved. Once
people get to know our school through
athletics, then hopefully they’ll spend
some time getting to know our academics and all the other great things.”

E

By Jen Boyer
VERY fall, Rider celebrates its legacy by welcoming back members of the cranberry community
as well as current students for a fun-filled Family
Weekend.
Currently, there are 142 undergrad legacy students. This year, the students who have alumni family
members were invited to the Rider and Westminster
Legacy Family Breakfast.
Many families gathered together in the Mercer
Room at Daly’s Dining Hall last weekend to celebrate
their time at Rider. Multiple generations sat around
tables enjoying breakfast and discussing their favorite
college pastimes.
“I like how it’s small and intimate and very family orientated and not at a big hall where it’s very
crowded and loud,” said Dawn Muziani, ’90.
Her daughter, Julia Muziani, a sophomore psychology major, transferred to Rider this year. This is the
first year that Dawn Muziani participated in family
weekend with her daughter.
“It’s a great event,” Dawn Muziani said. “I enjoy
the time that I get to spend with my daughter and this
is one of our first events.”

Dawn Muziani appreciated her Rider experience
and is glad to share the memories she had here with
her daughter at family weekend this year. Along with
Dawn Muziani and her daughter, other alumni got to
have a great time at the breakfast with their children.
“I was very interested [in] this event. This is the
first thing to participate in as an alumni,” said Miza
Lewis, ’15.
Lewis was able to commemorate her time at Rider
with her daughter Jazmyne Fletcher, a freshman
accounting major, and cherishes the time they got to
spend together this weekend.
“It’s weird coming back as an alumni and I didn’t
know what to expect,” Lewis said. “It’s nice.”
Lewis was able to participate in her first alumni
event last weekend and is looking forward to more in
the future. It was a change for her to come back to
Rider now that she’s no longer a student.
The annual legacy breakfast brings families
together to memorialize great times at Rider. Also,
it gives a chance for alumni from past generations to
meet each other.

Jen Boyer/The Rider News

Campus legacies brought together in Mercer Room

Students and alumni gather for a family weekend event on Nov. 5.

Rider pioneers supplying antidote for opioid overdoses
CONT’D FROM P. 1

least once in the past three years for suspected student substance use or overdose,”
according to thefix.com.
In May 2016, the state New Jersey Department of Education sent a letter to
school administrators recommending that Narcan be included in district emergency
response procedures. Nurses in more than 200 school districts in Massachusetts have
been trained to use Narcan, and according to The Press of Atlantic City, this precaution is moving into New Jersey. Assemblyman Vince Mazzeo of Atlantic County
recently proposed a bill that would require first responders, hospital staff members
and school nurses to keep a supply of Narcan for cases of opioid overdose.
“I just think it is a proactive choice,” Mazzeo told The Press of Atlantic City. “We
are facing a heroin epidemic, and if we can save one life in a school, it’s worth it.
The cost of Narcan is not that high.”
According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the drug is most
commonly used on people between the age of 20 and 29. This highlights the need

for Narcan on college and university campuses such as Rider. In 2016, the antidote has been used roughly 21.8 times a day nationwide, and it will have been used
nearly 8,000 times by year’s end, according to The Times of Trenton.
“Since 2014, New Jersey emergency officials have deployed opioid overdose
reversal drug Narcan more than 18,000 times,” Stephen Stirling wrote. “So far, in
2016, the life-saving drug has been deployed an average of 21.8 times a day, putting
it on pace to be utilized nearly 8,000 times by year’s end. That’s more than one use
per county, every day.”
Although officers have not had to use the drug on any student, the precautionary
measure is necessary to maintain the safety of those on campus.
“It’s one of those things where you never know if something is going to happen,
if somebody goes down with a medical emergency, the more tools and supplies you
can have at your readiness to assist someone, the better off everybody is,” Weaver
said. “The more training we can get, the more supplies we are able to carry, we’re in
a better position to serve out community. We want to be prepared for emergencies.”

Nov. 9 , 2016
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Religion is reimagined in student-directed play

W

HAT would happen if Joan of Arc, Eve, Anne
Frank and five other historical women were
gathered in a room, all at the hands of religious radicalism?
“Faith in Shackles,” a play written and directed by
senior theater performance major Justin Giachetti,
will answer this question and many more during its
premiere performances on Nov. 11 through Nov. 13 at
Luna Stage in West Orange.
“Faith in Shackles” tells the story of a young lawyer, Ruth — the only original character in the production — who must defend the historical women, each
of whom has run into conflict with religion. Through
this, the audience will be able to see Ruth’s journey
toward learning the true meaning of faith, Giachetti
said.
The production is presented by Breaking Through
the Box, a non-profit theater company, of which
Giachetti is a co-founder.
After producing the play “Inferno,” which spent
two weeks at the Flea Theater in New York City this
past summer, Giachetti knew directing was the path
he wanted to follow.
He presented the idea of starting a theater company to his friend and 2014 Fairleigh Dickinson
University graduate Liz Carlin, who portrays Ruth in
the play, and went through legal procedures to obtain
licensing.
“We just really made sure we went through this in
the most professional and legal way possible because
we wanted to make something that was our own and a
beacon to young artists,” Giachetti said.
For Carlin, starting a company was never on her
radar.
“I never saw my career going that way,” she said.
“I just thought, ‘OK, I’m gonna graduate, I’m gonna
audition like crazy and [I’m] gonna be an actor. I
never saw myself as someone who would create the
theater. But then, I thought, ‘I would be an idiot not
to follow through with this.’”
The name of the company, Breaking Through the
Box, stems from stepping out of the molds and stereotypes actors are often put in, Giachetti said.
“You’ve always heard ‘think outside the box’ and
I think [the name] is like breaking the glass ceiling,
and you don’t even want to think outside the box, you
want to break outside of it,” he said. “We had a list of
about 15 different names and that was one of the last
ones we came up with, and we just loved it.”
For the company’s opening season, Giachetti drew
inspiration for “Faith in Shackles” from “Chamber
Music,” a play written by Arthur Kopit.
“It’s about these nine women in an insane asylum;
they believe themselves to be these women throughout

Emily Kelley/ The Rider News

By Samantha Brandbergh

(From left to right) Alyssia Marte, Margaret Staedler and Rider alumna Juliana Long portray three historical women in “Faith in
Shackles,” a play written and directed by senior theater performance major Justin Giachetti.
history,” he explained. “You know everyone besides
Amelia Earhart is insane, and I thought, ‘What if they
weren’t insane?’”
The premise for “Faith in Shackles” was born while
Giachetti was in a class on Shakespeare at Rider last
year after hearing 2016 Rider alumna Juliana Long,
who portrays a 19-year-old Joan of Arc in the play,
read a Joan of Arc monologue.
“It made me think, ‘Well, what if I put her in a
room, and I put Eve in that room and maybe throw
Mary Magdalene in there. What would the three of
them say? What would they do?” Giachetti said. “And
then it just expanded into this Judeo-Christian look at
faith.”
In addition to Long, the 13-person cast includes
Deborah Bjornsti, ’15, and two current Rider students, senior theater performance major Alyssia Marte
and freshman theater performance major Margaret
Staedler.
Long was eager to be a part of the production
because of Giachetti’s passion for his original work.
“I wanted to be a part of something that mattered
to the person who created it,” she said.
When preparing for her role, Long chose to portray
Joan of Arc in a different light compared to the “warrior” image many people picture.

HURRY! THE POINT IS ALMOST SOLD OUT!
Chances are with over 85% of the Point rented to students from the two major
colleges in town, you’re going to know a lot of people here.
Come see why our fully furnished apartments
that sleep up to four are easily the best deal in town.
Don’t ask us. Ask your friends. Chances are, they got The Point.
Pet
Friendly

Also
Reserving
2017/2018

Tickets are $15 for students and seniors and $20 for adults
and can be purchased at bttb.booktix.com.

Call 609-301-4000 to see for yourself or visit OFFcampusNJ.com

...............................................

1573 Parkside Avenue at Spruce Street, Ewing Township

“I tried to channel more of her innocence and her
fascination with God through the eyes of a child, and
then growing up and feeling the burden as the years
go on,” she said. “She’s very strong-willed and stands
up for her morality above anything else. I wanted to
find out why she does the things she does.”
Giachetti’s directorial approach is unconventional, collaborative and workshop-esque, according
to the cast. Through rehearsals, everyone’s opinions
are heard, allowing the cast to make changes to the
script, sometimes even writing their character’s own
monologues.
“We would meet one-on-one with [Giachetti]
sometimes, which is something other theater companies don’t do,” Long said. “He gave me free range
and said, ‘If there’s something in this script that you
don’t agree with and you don’t know if your character
would say, let me know.’ Because it was so personal, I
trusted him and didn’t feel like I was going to be crossing out all of his good work.”
Although Giachetti’s behind-the-scenes crew is
small — just him and a lighting designer — directing
this production has been an “easy” process, thanks to
the cast.
“I have an incredible group of actors, and it’s really
great because in the rehearsal room, we would just
play, and I told them to forget the words,” he said.
“With this cast, they find something new every single
night, some of it is stuff I never thought of when I
wrote it.”
While this production contains themes and
characters of a religious nature, Giachetti and the
cast believe that the non-religious will leave feeling
inspired, as well.
“The reality of the situation is you can be a good
person and believe in love without believing in God,”
Carlin said. “I hope we reach all of the audience on
that level because it’s a play about humanity. We’re
trying to get rid of the rules and religion and get back
to the core and, honestly, try to talk about how, at the
core, all the religions are the same.”
Giachetti reiterated this point by stating that,
behind the hate in the world, love is at the center, no
matter in what faith.
“That’s what the Bible and the Torah and the
Quran preach: love,” he said. “We need to stop
pretending that the ‘invisible friend’ is so different.
We shouldn’t use it to alienate people. It’s not a show
about religion or God. It’s a show about belief and
knowing that what you believe in can produce something good.”

BY CAMPUS STUDENT LIVING
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Juggling and jokes leave Family Weekend crowd in awestruck laughter
J
By Christian Ashe

UGGLING, flaming

torches, comedic wit and glitter were just a few
things audiences experienced during “America’s Got Talent” season
one semifinalist Ivan Pecel’s performance during Family Weekend on Nov.
5 in the Bart Luedeke Center theater.
Right from the start, the audience
knew it was in for an impressive and
hilarious show. Pecel captured the
crowd, as it was immediately greeted
with a joke about how he lost to “a
little girl,” singer Bianca Ryan, on
“America’s Got Talent.” The crowd got
to know him as he introduced himself
while simultaneously juggling pins. It
was an intimate setting; his stand-up
comedy kept the crowd engaged just as
much as his amazing juggling skills.
He reminded the crowd that they
should tweet him some questions during the show so he could answer them
on stage.
While balancing one club on his
forehead and juggling three through
the air, Pecel told the crowd a story
about how his parents weren’t always
proud of him for being a juggler. His
answer to situations like this: glitter. He
explained to the audience a conversation with his father about why his GPA
in college wasn’t a 3.5 and his blood

alcohol content was a 3.4. He shot glitter out of his pocket and left the scene,
which the audience loved.
Pecel was very appreciative of how
engaged the audience was, prompting
him to get a volunteer on stage. Once
the volunteer made his way to the
stage, Pecel pulled out a roll of toilet
paper, mummified his volunteer and
gave him a balloon.
The “mummy” laid down as Pecel
juggled knives over him, thus popping the balloon, and leaving audience
members stunned. “That’s not safe!”
could be heard from the crowd.
After this act, he juggled bouncing
balls and flaming torches, ending with
more glitter being thrown out from his
pocket onto the stage. His act also consisted of juggling three tennis balls and
a tennis ball canister all at the same
time. Just when everyone thought he
ran out of glitter, he somehow found
more in his pocket and threw it out
into the crowd.
After seeing how many ping pong
balls he could fit into his mouth — the
answer was five — Pecel began juggling them by using his mouth. One of
them shot so high that it hit the ceiling.
“I guess it has a little asbestos.
That’s okay. Asbestos is the bestest,”
Pecel said, throwing more glitter.

The time came for Pecel to answer
his tweets that he received during the
show, most of which were comedic,
such as, “How much glitter can you fit
into your pocket?”
One particular questioner asked
if he had any tattoos, to which Pecel
responded he has “10,000 hours” on
his ribs, referring to the idea that if you
want to master something, you must
practice it for 10,000 hours. He says his
juggling expertise is a result of that.
He closed out his show by juggling
illuminated balls on stage in complete

darkness. He constructed a light show
with the balls rotating through the air,
creating psychedelic images.
His last words to the audience were,
“follow your dreams.” As people left,
members whispered about how much
they loved him and his performance.
Ivan Pecel was a joy for everyone
to watch; his glitter, comedic jokes and
juggling act will surely be something
for the families of Rider to remember
for quite some time.

Emily Kelley/ The Rider News
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NBC’s “America’s Got Talent” semifinalist Ivan Pecel introducing the flaming tourch juggling portion of his show.

Pecel juggles three flaming torches during his weekend performance.

Pecel strikes a pose after successfully juggling and balancing three balls as a part of his performance over Family Weekend.

Mentoring students Rising to the challenge of Singer connects to students with college memories
creative
college
desserts
through research
RE VIE W
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By Michelle Belain

By Mary-Lyn Buckley

ALANCE, research

and mentorship are key attributes of Rider’s newest staff
member in the Department of Political Science.
Dr. Elizabeth Radziskewski, assistant professor, said the heart of her
work is having her students contribute within the university and beyond.
“It’s not just about my own work,” Radziskewski said. “I find there is so
much value in having my students be active participants both in and out of the
classroom.”
She received her bachelor’s degree at Rutgers University, and later went on
to earn her doctorate and master’s degrees from the University of Illinois.
Having previously taught political science and foreign policy courses at
Seton Hall, Yeshiva University and Lehigh University, Radziskewski feels Rider
University is a very good fit for her career.
Beyond the classroom, she has conducted research in international relations,
conflict dynamics and foreign policy.
She expressed that a large benefit of working in a smaller-scale environment
is the accessibility to build mentoring relationships with students; Radziskewski
said Rider students are approachable and some of her best experiences have
been watching her students excel through research.
Radziskewski has mentored several students at previous universities, and has
seen students excel in their professional careers. One of her former students was
granted full tuition to pursue a graduate degree after pitching a particular study
and research that originated in her classroom.
“I try to keep my assignments moderate so students don’t feel a burden and
that they can replenish and focus,” she said.
Working at Rider, she feels the gap between levels of student interaction is
not evident.
“The key is to stay flexible and not be afraid to ask students what works and
what doesn’t,” she explained. “It is nice to see a high quality of student involvement, carving out a chunk of time to focus their thinking exclusively in research.
Radziskewski plans to get more students involved this semester in conducting
their own research.
She feels it is still a challenge to find time to engage solely in her research.
She feels it is a balancing act that comes with time and emphasized there aren’t
always immediate answers.
“Balance is important to relax and do things outside of the classroom,” she
said. “When you are happy and healthy, you are more successful. My philosophy
is that more isn’t necessary to be better. We all need time to sit down and think.”
Radziskewski is eager to be joining the Department of Political Science and
hopes to get students thinking about future career paths.

IDER Dining began profiling new staff
members on its Instagram account
this semester, and Steve Hyder,
the new lead baker, was the first to
appear in the series.
Before joining Aramark and becoming
Daly’s lead baker, Hyder worked for a bakery, a family business. However, after years
of work with the family, Hyder found an
available position offered by Aramark. It
provided him an opportunity for growth.
Just a couple of weeks after he applied
for the position, Hyder got the phone call.
He came aboard and began working at
Rider Dining on Labor Day of this year.
He has been enjoying it ever since.
“What really matters the most is to see
the students’ smiling faces,” Hyder said.
Hyder loves working at Daly’s because
there are a lot of positive things that
Aramark and the students give to him.
Aramark has enabled him to be as
creative as he wants with the formation
and decoration of his items. In addition,
the company has allowed him to make
adjustments to products in order to satisfy
students.
Moreover, Hyder frequently asks
students for their feedback and enjoys listening to their opinions, whether positive
or negative, because it is something that
drives him to do better.
“If I don’t get their feedback, I will
never improve,” Hyder said.
His favorite thing about creating the
desserts for students is that they always
push him to try different things. Even
though he has to repeat certain items
because of high demand, he tries his best
to come up with different desserts for
lunch and dinner.

“I try to be as creative as I can,” he
said.
Throughout his 23 years of baking
experience, Hyder has gained time-management skills and the ability to not only
make his products pleasing to the palate,
but easy on the eyes, as well.
“You eat with your eyes first, then with
your mouth,” he said.
So far, the biggest challenge that his
company and guests have given him
from working at Daly’s is to constantly be
changing and innovating his products.
“I have to think outside the box with
only a minimum amount of ingredients
that I’m given; I always feel that I can
make more with less,” Hyder said.
The process has been a challenge for
him, but one that he refers to as a “fun
challenge.”
So, what’s his favorite dessert to make
at Daly’s? Brownies.
“Why? Because who doesn’t love
brownies?” he said. “I really enjoy [making them] because I know that [students]
are going to be satisfied and that’s an
enjoyment for me.”
After work, he is eager to go home to
his family and play with his 3-year-old son.
Besides being a devoted father, Hyder
is an avid golfer and defines himself as “a
big golf fanatic.”
Daly’s director, Vincent Papp, has
noticed that because of Hyder’s experience, Rider Dining was able to offer
house-made desserts created from scratch,
as opposed to ordering pre-packaged ones.
“[He] has helped lift the program to
another level,” Papp said.

TUDENTS at Rider were in for a treat when former
“The Voice” contestant Dez Duron and the opening band [stylized as] the highlands, whose members are junior finance major Matthew Esposito
and junior marketing major Khalil Witt, performed in
the pub on Friday, Nov. 4.
The pub was filled with students, who applauded,
waved their hands and snapped in time with the music
as the duo performed. Audience members also gave
cheers as Esposito took the microphone to sing and
rap original pieces.
Esposito and Witt performed songs from their
upcoming album, “Disguise,” which will be released
on iTunes and Spotify on Feb. 9. the highlands also
covered songs such as Gary Jules’ “Mad World,”
which the audience sang along to.
It was then that the highlands revealed their plan
for the coming months: they will release a song from
their upcoming album on the 9th of every month
leading up to the album’s official release date.
The two finished their set by thanking the crowd
for its enthusiasm and revealed that the performance
was the first live show they had done. They left with a
roar of applause from the audience.
Duron opened his set by performing an original
song, then proceeded to discuss how the performance
was his “first college acoustic show,” and described the
scene as “fresh, reminding [him] of [his] college years,
which were not too long ago.”
He then covered “Fresh Eyes” by Andy Grammer,
encouraging the audience to sing along with him.
Upon finishing the Andy Grammer cover song,
Duron took some time to talk about his freshman year
experiences and how he did not adjust easily at first,
his experiences with football camp and how he would
enter an empty room to call his mother and express
his discomfort with his new surroundings. He then
described how he soon found a place at college.
Throughout the performance, Duron was friendly
with the audience and shared personal stories, even
saying, “I consider us good friends” at one point in the
performance.

Emily Kelley/ The Rider News

By Jason Mount

Dez Duron, former contestant on NBC’s The Voice, performs an intimate accoustic show in the pub, bonding with audience members
by sharing his memories from when he was in college.
Duron proceeded to start the “sing-along” portion
of the concert, and performed a mash-up of “Let Me
Love You” and “Cold Water” by Justin Bieber and
“Into You” by Ariana Grande.
Near the end of the show, Duron shared his experience with “The Voice,” saying how he felt embarrassed after going home during Season 2, and initially
turned down the invitation to compete on Season 3. “I
was going to fail again,” Duron feared. Right after, he
explained his resolve. “I wasn’t going to let fear make
the decision for me.”

Duron then continued with his song lineup, and
before ending his set, shared a piece of advice for
everyone from freshmen to seniors: “Don’t be so hard
on yourself.”
Duron finished his set with a mash-up of Drake’s
“Hold On, We’re Going Home” and Mike Posner’s
“Please Don’t Go,” with the audience singing along
and cheering as he left the stage to mingle with the
fans, truly giving Rider students an enjoyable evening
of live music.
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T was a beautiful weekend, as
Rider was blanketed by sunlight
and warm, comfortable air. But
even as I strolled across the campus green this past weekend, that was
not what really caught my attention.
Instead, I was infatuated with the
number of people I saw all across our
sunlit campus. It was Family Weekend, and that fact was fully clear.
I saw families making their way to
Starbucks. I saw parents and siblings
finding food in Daly’s Dining Hall.
I saw groups of people walking
everywhere, from around the dorms
to the Alumni Gym.
It was one of a few weekends
this semester that Rider was bustling with more life and energy than
usual.
This change is indicative of
some major strides the university is
making. Since I first set foot on this
campus three years ago, one of the
biggest complaints I’ve heard is that
it is a “suitcase school.” But this past
weekend, it seemed anything but.
Family Weekend was advertised
as three days of events that students
could enjoy alongside their family
and friends. And the sheer number
and variety of these events were
impressive. The weekend hosted
events at Westminster, various
sports games, including the men’s
and women’s basketball exhibition
games, a game of Family Feud and
even a special version of everyone’s
favorite, Bronc Bingo.
Regardless of the day or time,
there was always something happening or somewhere to be. And there
were options for everyone, from the
artsy student who wanted to hear
the Westminster Chapel Choir, to
the sporty student who couldn’t wait
for the hockey game against Penn
State, and anyone in between.
However, the true success in the
planning of this weekend transcends
the interests of Rider students. The
events and games set up for this
weekend, while keeping students in
mind, were also intended to appeal
to students’ families. They were
intended to appeal to people who
were not Rider students, faculty or
staff.
Adopting this mindset moving
forward can help Rider be more
inclusive of the community. If our
neighbors also partook in events
here, the entire campus would be
invigorated. Not only would the
campus look more alive, but it would
be more welcoming to potential
students visiting campus. The new
sense of liveliness might also encourage current campus residents to stay
here more often.
Of course, this weekend was
intended to be extravagant and fun.
However, why should this mindset
of planning events be restricted to a
single weekend in the year?
While we may not need this
number of things to do every week,
those planning and putting together
events should certainly look to this
past weekend as an example of what

to consider. Rider should continue
to offer variety and offer experiences
that can keep both students and
non-students engaged. And in the
coming weeks, many exciting events
mirroring the appeal of Family
Weekend are already dawning upon
us.
In this month alone, our campus
will have multiple opportunities to
engage both the Rider and outside
communities. The campus will
host various events for Veterans
Day, including flag planting and a
ceremony on Nov. 11 outside North
Hall. From Nov. 16-20, the show
“White Christmas” will also be performed in the Bart Luedeke Center
Theater. The Nov. 18 presentation is
already sold out. On the evening of
Nov. 18 will be my personal favorite
two events, the Celebration of Lights
which acknowledges various holiday
celebrations across different cultures,
and the Lighting of the Library. And
all of this is just a sampling of what’s
to come.
However, reinvigorating campus
is unfortunately not as simple as having a lot of events or sports games.
It is all meaningless if student
residents still head home or hide
in their dorms. It means nothing if
commuters don’t want to come back
to campus. And it truly is pointless
if faculty or administrators don’t
partake either.
We should also share in the
excitement of what is happening
around our campus. Not only should
we participate, but we should spread
the word and motivate others to
participate in events at Rider as well.
And if we display an active engagement, then the outside community
looking in will likely mirror our
presence.
The problem is not always in the
hands of our university and those
who plan its events, games or advertising. Often times, the problem falls
at our feet as we walk away from the
various opportunities right in front
of us, right here on this campus.
We should all take something
from this past lively and luminous
Family Weekend. If we want to reignite our campus with excitement, we
all have to engage and enjoy. This
past weekend was all about community and unity, but there is no reason
that should end as the weekend does.

caglecartoons.com

Campus events leave
suitcases empty
JUNIOR SPEAKS

Kicking the cold
season to the curb

O

N top of the build up of exams,
homework, and extracurricular
activities and sports to worry
about, students have another
KI][MNWZKWVKMZVI[Æ]IVLKWTL[MI[WV
is quickly approaching. I’m sure most
of our mothers have always been in the
back of our minds, saying, “Wash your
hands,” or “Don’t touch your face,” but,
in fact, they’re onto something.
The typical cold and flu season starts
from around October and lasts until the
beginning of the spring months in late
March. It is better to act fast before it is
too late. The seasons are still changing
and our bodies are still getting used to
the crowded settings of dorm rooms
and crammed classrooms.

One day it’s sunny and humid with
a high of 70 degrees, the next is bitter
cold and you’re bundled up in your
warmest jacket and sweatpants. This
sporadic change in weather with the
seasons changing can have a great
effect on and be a shock to the body.
With the quick change in the weather,
viruses tend to spread easier and faster
when the air is cold and dry.
Your physical health as well as your
nutrition is a major factor in preventing the illnesses that attempt to cling
to us this time of year. Cold and flu
immune system boosters such as garlic,
sweet potatoes, dark leafy greens and,
of course,
SEE FIGHTING CAMPUS
the classic
ILLNESS, PAGE 9
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Letter grades mark progress, provoke change

Y

OU get

an essay back with a D on it. You immediately think this is an injustice and think the
professor is at fault for not teaching well enough
or hating you. You think, I wish this class was
pass or fail so I would not see these letters determining
the value of my work.
Still, by not having some sort of marker on an
assignment, how is a student supposed to know where
they stand in a class? Grading is a way to evaluate
your academic progress. According to the Association
for Supervision and Curriculum Development
(ASCD), “Grading enables teachers to communicate
the achievements of students to parents and others,
provide incentives to learn and provide information
that students can use for self-evaluation.”
When I receive a graded paper, I look at comments or the answers I got wrong to see how I can
improve for next time. Learning for me isn’t passive or
something I just do. Learning is something I motivate
myself to be better at. I know I’m worth top marks, so
that’s how much effort I will put into the work. If I am
not getting marks for something, I won’t put as much
effort into the assignment.
When there are no grades, no method for me to

evaluate my progress or no consequences, I won’t
bother with an assignment when I could be putting my energy toward things I know will better my
achievements.
Grades are also used for administrative purposes,
such as how you earn or keep your scholarships.
According to Peter Airasian, an educational measurement expert, as reported by the ASCD, grades provide
guidance on how to do better on future coursework.
They also guide teachers as they decide if they need
to change their teaching methods or course plan to
motivate students.
It is also easier to see where you stand as opposed
to whether you are just passing or failing. If I knew I
was “passing,” I would continue what I was doing. If I
had a 75 out of 100, I would feel the need to improve
my grades and work a little harder. Having concrete
evidence that I need improvement motivates me to
push harder.
Additionally, when a course is pass or fail, Campus
Explorer says, “For many colleges, a student receives
a pass if he earns a D or higher in the class and fail if
they earn anything lower.” So even if you think you
aren’t being graded in a pass or fail course, you still

Fighting campus illness
CONT’D FROM P. 8

chicken noodle soup, can help keep the doctor away this season. Maintaining a
healthy diet does not just rely on fruits and vegetables but foods from most food
groups like beef and fish. They can help in the long run. Just 30 minutes of moderate cardio a day is another way to keep your body active and boost your immune
system greatly.
From all of the locations a student travels in each adventure of the day, the
amount of germs touched is unthinkable. It is crucial to stop spreading illnesses as
much as possible in the campus community.
Avoiding close contact is probably the best and easiest action to take when

are.
In order to consider your academic achievement,
your progress and efforts are going to be numerically
assessed one way or another. But what about the real
world where grades don’t exist? Oh, but they do. Most
jobs have performance reviews. You get feedback on
your projects. These are “markers” in how well you
are doing.
Your boss will never hand you back a report with
a red-stamped B on it, but he or she will sure let you
know how well or poorly you did. Your performance
review can give you better insight on how to improve
your professional skills and attitudes. Employers and
others will always be assessing you in some way, so it’s
something to get used to.
I don’t necessarily need letter grades, but there has
to be some system to assess how well I am doing. Or
there needs to be some sort of scale that shows me
how I can improve. Numbers will continue to assess
our lives. Statisticians will tell you the same thing. So
why be afraid of grades?
—Rena Carman
Senior communication studies major

protecting yourself from getting sick and helping others not contract illnesses as
well. Covering your mouth and nose also helps not spread germs to those around
you.
A resource that we have right here on our campus is Student Health Services
located in Poyda Hall. The health center offers countless varieties of services for students, including flu shots each fall and the general treatment of illnesses.
Something that we students always seem to forget about is sleep. Lack of sleep
can not only make you more prone to illness, but it can also affect how long it takes
you to recover. With the craziness of finals quickly approaching, remember to wash
your hands, be conscious of your health and catch up on some well-deserved sleep.
—Hayley Fahey
Junior journalism major

Presentation
Tuesday,
November 15 &
Wednesday,
November 16

,

7:00 P.M.
Sweigart Room 115

How to Let Go of the World

www.rider.edu/broncsgogreen

and Love all the Things Climate Can’t
Change
In this movie, Oscar-nominated director Josh Fox
(nominated for Gasland) continues in his deeplypersonal style, investigating climate change – the
greatest threat our world has ever known.
Traveling to 12 countries on 6 continents, the film
acknowledges that it may be too late to stop
some of the worst consequences and asks, what
is it that climate change can’t destroy? What is
so deep within us that no calamity can take it
away?

Presented by the ESSC and Eco-Reps
Printed on Recycled Paper.
Please Recycle when event is complete.

Brief discussion following the film
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Inside a Global Media and Technology Company
Featuring David L. Cohen, Senior Executive VP, Comcast Corp.

Monday, Nov. 14
7:30 p.m.

Moderator:
Rosemary Connors,
NBC10 Anchor/Reporter

Bart Luedeke Center Cavalla Room
Event is free and open to the public
RSVP at www.rider.edu/cohen

Event sponsored by Rob Hagedorn, ’81
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MEN’S SOCCER

Broncs avoid upset,
lock up 2nd seed
F
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playoff seeding, though. Just three minutes after St. Peter’s took the lead, senior
forward Adrien Huss tied the score on
a free kick. The goal sent the crowd
of over 700 back to its feet, where
it would have plenty of reason to
remain for the rest of the game.
Less than a minute later, the
Broncs were granted another free
kick. The initial shot was blocked
aside, but Otmani made an unbelievable play
off the rebound to net his second goal and give
Rider a 4-3 lead.
The Peacocks then threatened in Rider’s end,
but during a corner kick, a St. Peter’s player
was knocked to the turf. While the coaching
staff and several Peacocks argued for a penalty,
Rider’s freshman forward Clement Bourret took
the ball on a three-on-one and buried another
Rider goal, sealing the deal with a 5-3 advantage.
A St. Peter’s assistant coach was ejected as a
result of the play and a scuffle nearly ensued on
the sidelines.
Rider will play its semifinal game against the
higher-advancing seed on Nov. 11 in Hamden,
Connecticut, where the
tournament is hosted. If
it wins, the MAAC-title
game is on Nov. 13.
The Broncs are looking for their second
straight conference
championship.
Aguinaga thinks winning
the way the team did against St. Peter’s will give it
momentum at the right time.
“It’s a huge win, of course, because it gives us the
right energy for the postseason,” he said. “We’re ready
to defend our title.”

.
/R

second year in a row, the men’s soccer team
will be the No. 2 seed in the MAAC Tournament,
following a thrilling 5-3 win over St. Peter’s.
Heading into the Nov. 2 matchup with the
Peacocks, Rider needed a win to clinch a first-round
bye and stay in the race for a regular-season title. The
Broncs did their part, but Quinnipiac’s 1-0 victory
over Fairfield clinched the top seed.
Rider’s game against St. Peter’s was arguably
its wildest of the year, as the Broncs squandered a
two-goal lead, trailed 3-2 and then scored three goals
in four minutes late in the second half to pull out a
victory.
Junior forward Jose Aguinaga said the game was
one of the most intense he has ever been a part of.
“It was a pretty crazy game, and let me tell you,
one does not play many games like that in his career,”
he said. “Even though we didn’t execute the way we
wanted, especially when leading by two, we figured it
out and managed to win.”
In the first half, the Broncs were off to a dominant
start. After a goal was waved off because of an offsides
call, senior midfielder Fernando Pina scored his second goal of the season off a rebound in front of the
net. The goal came in the 24th minute, and the 1-0
lead lasted until halftime, with the Broncs outshooting
the visitors, 7-1.
Two minutes into the second half, junior midfielder
Elliot Otmani scored his first of two goals in the game
off an assist from Pina. It gave Rider a 2-0 lead, and
it looked like the team would cruise to an easy home
win.
However, starting in the 70th minute, last-place
St. Peter’s came alive, as the Peacocks’ senior forward
Luke Fairlamb scored two quick goals off penalty
kicks, one coming on a rebounded penalty kick to tie
the score. Three minutes later, the Peacocks took a 3-2
lead off a corner kick.
Rider would not let its in-state rival spoil the team’s
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By Brandon Scalea
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Junior Elliot Otmani scored two goals against
Saint Peter’s during Rider’s regular season finale.
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Overtime loss ends Rider’s 17th straight postseason
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and a second overtime period was
underway.
Rider managed to get several
shots off in the second overtime, but
none were on target. It wasn’t until
the 93rd minute that Monmouth
finished the game with a fastbreak
goal by Hanna. Rider’s season ended
on that goal.
Now the Broncs will try and use
the loss as motivation for next season.
Most of this year’s team will remain
intact, but will be without Alsina,
forward Carlie Spaeder, midfielders Leigh-Maxwell Smith and Kalyn
O’Brien.
“We need everyone on board this
spring to make a conscious effort to
make the commitment to improve
and to hold themselves accountable for us not reaching our
goals this past fall,” Hussong
said. “If everyone returning
trains hard and plays
with the passion
and determination
that they
showed this past
weekend, then we will put ourselves in
a good position to get back on top and
give us a shot at a championship.”

er G

freshman forward Josephine van
der Hoop in the 37th minute. Rider
responded immediately thanks to senior
forward Carlota Alsina’s solo goal less
than four minutes later to tie the game
up.
After the first Rider goal,
Monmouth increased its offensive
pressure, shooting five times in eight
minutes. Monmouth eventually took
the lead with a diving goal from Hawks
sophomore forward Kelly Hanna in the
56th minute. Van der Hoop was credited with the assist on the second goal.
For the remainder of the game, the
Broncs tried their hardest to score one
more time and it almost looked like
Monmouth would win 2-1, until a lastgasp chance forced the game to extend.
The Broncs had a corner shot taken
as time expired and Alsina started the
play. Junior back Melissa Cunningham
eventually managed to get the ball
and pass it off to freshman back Alice
Otterson, who took the shot and
scored, forcing the game into overtime.
All Monmouth could do in the first
overtime period was shoot its lights
out. In just 15 minutes of overtime,
the Hawks attempted 10 shots, six of
which were on target. Rider freshman goalkeeper Emily Gilligan turned
in a career day and blocked every
Monmouth shot attempt in the first
overtime period, which went scoreless

Pe t

hockey team traveled to
Monmouth for the first round of
the MAAC Tournament and gave
the host and No. 1 overall seed a
run for its money.
The Broncs (10-9, 4-2 MAAC) lost
to the Hawks in double overtime after
scoring a game-tying goal as regulation
expired.
Rider Head Coach Lori Hussong
said, despite the loss, the team showed
a lot of heart going up against
Monmouth.
“We were really proud of our effort
on Nov. 4,” Hussong said. “Our team
gave it all they could give and they
left the field with their heads held up
high. We gave Monmouth all that they
could handle and had some really
good chances to come out on top in
overtime. We weren’t happy with the
outcome, but we’re happy that we
finally competed like we knew we could
all year long.”
In a mostly uneventful opening 35
minutes, both teams’ defenses had a
strong showing with Monmouth (16-2,
6-0 MAAC) only attempting three shots
and Rider only getting to shoot twice in
the first half.
However, the floodgates opened the
moment the second half started.
Monmouth got on the board first
with an unassisted goal by Hawks

Senior Carlota Alsina scored a goal in
the Broncs’ double-overtime loss against
Monmouth.
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Inside today: Rider
secures 2nd seed in
MAAC. Page 11

RINK GOES PINK FOR BREAST CANCER
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5, the Rider club ice
hockey team hosted Penn
State’s club team at Louck’s
Ice Arena for a Pink in the
Rink game, raising money for breast
cancer awareness.
“It’s a great turnout,” said team
manager Stefanie Roche. “It’s been
a very consistent fundraiser for us
over the last four years. The month
of October in the [National Hockey
League] is a big Pink in the Rink
month, so we took that, and that’s
something we do now at the college level. It’s also something that’s
done across our league, that we see
throughout the teams we play, too.”
During the afternoon game, Penn
State hit the ground running, posting
two shots on goal in the first three
minutes of the game. They scored
the first goal eight minutes in followed by another five minutes later.
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Sophomore Nick Leelum pushing the puck upwards
during the Broncs’ game against Penn State on Nov. 5.

Rider cut the opponent’s lead in
half with a goal by junior forward
Christopher Johnson, assisted by
senior defenseman Brett Ansbacher
and senior forward Larry Walker, in
the last thirty seconds of the period.
Sophomore goalie C.J. Lineman
blocked nine of the Nittany Lions’
11 shots on goal.
Tension ran high during the
second period, as the Broncs began
with a penalty against junior
defenseman J.J. Santagata for crosschecking at the end of the first. The
Nittany Lions increased their lead
with another goal two minutes into
the period, increasing aggression on
the ice. Two Penn State penalties
left three men against Rider’s five,
and a scuffle soon ensued between
Johnson and Penn State’s freshman
forward Andrew Moscone.
Walker and sophomore forward
Jay Furst of Penn State duked it
out following a goal by Penn State
three and a half minutes into the
third period, leaving eight men
on the ice. After spending time in
the box, Walker scored off a feed
from sophomore forwards
Cole Moskal and Vincent
Arlotta redeemed himself
by adding a point to the
scoreboard, making it a 4-2 game
still in favor of the visiting team.
Penn State retaliated with a goal

with less than nine minutes left,
ending the game three points ahead
of the Broncs.
The Nittany Lions outshot the
Broncs 33-17. The Broncs have now
lost their two games against Penn
State. The first loss was on Nov. 4,
when Rider lost 3-2.
Head Coach Sean Levin said the
team committed several errors that
contributed to the two losses.
“We continued to make some
mental mistakes which led to a
few of Penn State’s goals,” Levin
said. “Unfortunately, we weren’t
able to bring the same level of play
Saturday afternoon like we did for
most of Friday nights game. We
had a rough start to Friday night’s
game and gave up three quick goals.
I was very pleased with how we
battled back to cut the lead to one
only to come up short in the end.”
The Broncs take on Villanova
on Nov. 11 at Hatfield Ice Works in
Pennsylvania. Forward Christopher
Johnson said the team will work on
all facets of the game to prepare for
the Villanova game.
“I look forward to our three
practices this week, fine-tuning our
physical as well as mental game and
hope to beat Villanova and Wagner
in their own barn’s and build from
there,” Johnson said.

VOLLE YBALL
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By Carlos Toro
HE volleyball

team started its final
regular season road trip with a pair
of losses, but the Broncs have won
their last two games and punched
their tickets to the MAAC Tournament
for the second year in a row.
The Broncs (15-13, 9-7 MAAC)
defeated Iona on the road on Nov. 2
and Saint Peter’s at Alumni Gym on
Nov. 6.
Head Coach Christopher Feliciano
said qualifying for the MAAC
Tournament is a testament to how far
the program has come.
“It’s a very different feel from last
year,” Feliciano said. “Last year, we
started out hot and we kind of fell apart
at the end. This year’s team has done
the complete opposite. We struggled
at the beginning, but the kids have not
given up. The team is more positive
and engaged and they have developed
well.”
Rider needed a herculean effort to
defeat Iona (5-22, 3-11 MAAC). The
Gaels won the first two closely contested sets of the match.
The Broncs got off to a good start in
the third set. After a 5-4 start to the set,
Rider then went on a 9-2 scoring run
to get a comfortable lead. The Broncs
did not look back, winning the third set
25-17.
The offensive onslaught continued

from Rider in the fourth set. Rider
had a 12-3 lead to kick off the set. The
Broncs kept their lead strong, finishing
the set with a 25-16 victory. The fifth
and final set was a lot more competitive early on. With the score tied at five,
sophomore right-side hitter Hailey
Riede’s kill jumpstarted a 5-0 run in
which Rider took care of business and
completed the comeback with a 15-8
fifth set victory.
Riede led the Broncs with 12 kills
and junior setter Veronica Koval had
42 assists in the win. It was the second
time this season Rider came back from
a 2-0 set deficit and won the match.
Against Saint Peter’s (0-20, 0-15
MAAC), Rider had far less trouble getting the win. The Broncs had a clean
sweep against the Peacocks, winning
three sets by scores of 25-18, 25-13 and
25-17.
The third set had the Broncs put its
entire starting team on the bench as the
second unit came in and still delivered
a solid performance. Feliciano was satisfied with the performance of several
of the players that came off the bench.
“There were a lot of positives
[against Saint Peter’s],” Feliciano said.
“We got an opportunity to get a lot of
people to showcase what they’ve been
doing.”
Junior libero Emma Aldaya also
moved into second place all-time in
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Broncs clinch MAAC Tournament berth during final homestand

Sophomore Hailey Riede tied for a team-high six kills in the home win against Saint Peter’s on Nov. 6
career digs at Rider. She finished with
11 digs in the game and now has 1,584
career digs.
“We’ve really focused on playing one
match at a time,” Aldaya said. “We just
have to know that every touch matters,
whether it’s in practice or in a game.
Everything we do contributes to everything we’ve done.”
Rider will finish the regular season at home against Siena (9-16, 8-7
MAAC) on Nov. 12 and against Marist
(11-15, 10-5 MAAC) on Nov. 13. The

Broncs will be competing in the first
round of the MAAC Tournament on
Nov. 18. Feliciano is very confident in
the team’s chances at making a run in
the MAAC Tournament.
“We have 13 kids that believe in us,
that believe in our system,” Feliciano
said. “I can’t say enough about our kids
that have worked tremendously hard.
The team camaraderie is great. I think
we have a team that can win a match in
the MAAC Tournament.”

