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APPLAUSE-WORTHY AUDITIONS

Student acts leave judges and audiences in awe.
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SUITCASE SCHOOL

CREATING A CONTENDER

The attempt to keep students on campus for the
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Christopher Feliciano has turned Rider volleyball
around during his tenure. page 12

Cranberry Fest
welcomes fresh
school year

T
Emily Kelley/The Rider News

By Grace Purvis

Cover band “Lost in Paris” jams out on the berm during Rider’s annual Cranberry Fest to welcome the 2016-17 school year.

HE Campus Mall was covered in the colors of
cranberry and white on Saturday, Sept. 17, to
celebrate the annual Cranberry Fest.
Cranberry Fest has been a popular Rider
tradition since 1979, providing an opportunity for the
community to come together and listen to live music,
eat lots of food and celebrate being a Bronc.
“It showcases our school spirit,” said Nicholas
Barbati, assistant director of campus life for activities
and student engagement. “We’re celebrating all that
links us as one; our school history and the color of
cranberry.”
Traditionally held on a weekday during the hours
of 11 a.m. to 1:10 p.m., this year the festival was held
Saturday 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
“It was definitely a different kind of crowd this
year,” said Barbati. “People were much more relaxed
and able to hang out rather than trying to rush to
class.”
This change was made as part of a larger effort to
encourage students to be more active and involved at
Rider, and to deter students from going back home on
the weekends.
Students at Rider said
SEE CRANBERRY
they see both positives and
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negatives to the change.
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By Thomas Regan

IDER continues

to face a projected deficit this
year, according to the administration, just a year
after the university nearly cut several academic
programs and faculty members in response to an
estimated $7.6 million hole.
The University’s bleak financial forecast has
prompted another request for concessions from
faculty, according to President Gregory Dell’Omo.
Last fall, Rider’s chapter of the American Association
of University Professors (AAUP) negotiated a faculty
wage freeze and other compromises to retain all academic programs and faculty.
“We are looking for places we can make room in
our budget,” Dell’Omo said. “We are talking to the
faculty union again — the AAUP. We are asking if
there are some ways we can get additional concessions
from them.”
Jeffrey Halpern, contract administrator for Rider’s
chapter of the AAUP, said he worries more concessions will further damage faculty morale.
At the end of the 2015-16 academic year, 17 fulltime faculty members left the university—six who
found new jobs and 11 who retired— Halpern said,
referencing his comparison of lists of the AAUP’s
bargaining unit members from last academic year and
the current year.
“That is an unusually high number,” Halpern said.
“None of those people were denied tenure or promotion. Some of them—I know because I talked to them
—would have preferred to stay if things were more
stable.”
However, the AAUP and the administration plan
on meeting within the next week, which Halpern said
is a clear sign the faculty is prepared to negotiate.
“We asked for preliminary audit reports from last

year,” he said. “We are still waiting for the notes from
that audit and some projections about the year coming
up. But we are going to be reaching out and setting
a date [to meet with the administration] this week, I
suspect.”
The AAUP disputes the severity of the financial
situation presented by the administration.
“We don’t believe there is a fiscal crisis,” Halpern
said. “We do believe that there are some matters to be
concerned about. We will talk to them [the administration] and see if we can come to some meeting of
the minds.”
However, both the administration and the AAUP
do recognize that the decline in enrollment needs to
be addressed. And though the freshman class is marginally larger than last year, it is still not where it needs
to be, Dell’Omo said.
“Our freshman enrollment is coming in at 873,
which is better than 862 we had last year, but it’s not
nearly enough to help cover the expenses of our university,” he said. “That’s part of the problem.”
Dell’Omo said Rider is trying to address the issue
of low enrollment by budgeting for investments in the
campus like the renovation of Gee Hall and adding
new academic programs, among others.
“It’s both dealing with the challenges and changes
taking place from a cost side, but also from the investment side,” he said. “When you cut, cut, cut, you are
basically cutting your future as well. So it’s a matter of
how much we can cut and how quickly and which cuts
make sense. If you don’t do the investment part, you
are delaying the inevitable.”
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Administration turns to faculty for financial relief

President Gregory Dell’Omo speaks to students and faculty
regarding the current financial situation and issues the university
is facing, photo taken last year.
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Rider’s Bronc getting excited before a basketball game.

OR DECADES, RIDER’S MASCOT has attended countless sports games and school functions without
an offcial title to call his own. This semester,
students, faculty, alumni and staff are being
given the opportunity to name the Rider Bronc by
emailing NameTheBronc@rider.edu with name suggestions and explantions. The winning name will be
announced during Midnight MAACness on Friday,
Oct. 14. In the meantime, participants can go online
to Bronc Nation, Rider’s new online campus engagement tool provided by the Student Government
Association, to cast their votes on the current top five
names.

Wednesday, Sept. 21

Dress for Success presented by Macy’s
(Career Week Programming)

5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
Professionals from Macy’s will provide advice/tips on
how to dress the part depending on the situation
Thursday, Sept. 22

Rider University Art Gallery: Tracey
Jones: Painterly Abstraction

7 p.m., Rider Art Gallery
Associate Professor of Art at the College of Staten
Island, Tracey Jones, will dispaly her abstract
paintings.

SECURITY BRIEFS

P R O V I D E D B Y D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C S A F E T Y V I C K I E W E AV E R

Caller Not Available

Someone didn’t feel like taking
a trip to the apple store. On Sept.
13 at 2:50 p.m., Public Safety was
dispatched to the third floor of
the Fine Arts Building in response
to a report of a stolen iPhone Se.
Officers helped the victim scan
the area and retrace her steps but
the phone could not be located.

Book Thief

That’s one way to get out of
homework. On Sept. 11 at 1:40
p.m., Public Safety responded to
a call from the Fine Arts Building
where two cabinets containing
text books went missing from a
classroom. Officers checked the
building but could not locate
the cabinets or books. There are
currently no suspects or witnesses
that Public Safety is aware of.
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Elevator Trap

Friday, Sept. 23

Stairs are always a good option,
too. On Sept. 12, Public Safety
became aware of a faulty elevator
in Science Hall. A staff member
reported he was carrying items
in both hands when the elevator door shut and struck his right
shoulder. Instead of bouncing
back, the doors did not release,
and other staff members had to
assist him. Facilities Management
has been notified and they are
looking into the incident.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

7:30 p.m., Bart Luedeke Center
The American Repertory Ballet will perform the classic tale.
Saturday, Sept. 24

Visiting Artist: Alejandro Cremaschi

3 p.m., Williamson Hall, Westminster
Pianist Alejandro Cremaschi presents a recital and
master class.

LGBTQ committee to instill pride in community

I

By James Shepherd

N cooperation with the Student Government
Association (SGA), the groundwork has been laid for
the new lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer
(LGBTQ) advisory board and committee.
The committee will be comprised of elements from
the administration, the student body and the faculty,
and upon its implementation would become a permanent fixture within the community. Along with the
committee, there are a proposed group of six temporary task forces that will serve to focus on certain
aspects of campus life.
What began in February as a motion to introduce
gender-neutral housing to the Rider community has
evolved into the current working proposal outlined
above. And now, six months after John Modica, chair
of the still-in-formation LGBTQ advisory board,
spoke to former Dean of Students Anthony Campbell,
the advisory board is prepared to draft its vision statement within the coming weeks.
Members from all levels of the Rider community
comprise the current advisory board. In the beginning, Campbell assisted in drawing in Roberta Butler,
the director of housing operations; Cindy Threatt, the
current dean of students; and Pamela Pruitt, director
of multicultural affairs.
From there, Modica attracted Patrick Brennan,
who was the president of Rider’s Residence Hall

forums wherein community members can provide
input.
There are other boards, like Facilities and
Infrastructure, which will work towards adressing the
physical conditions of the university; Residence Life,
which works toward the original goal of gender neutral housing; Student Health, which works along with
the health center and counsels students in addressing
the needs of LGBTQ students, and Student Records,
which works to create policy edits to Title IX and The
Source, as well as constructing policies to support the
use of preferred names and genders on IDs.
Each one tackles its own tasks, acting apart from
one another, but always reports back to the advisory
board at the end of the day. John Modica is confident
that the proposal will be accepted and that the task
forces will meet by the beginning of October.

Association, and Ben Norkus, the vice president of
Westminster’s SGA, as well as a handful of other
esteemed members of the Rider Community.
“The vast majority of administrators, students and
faculty that I have approached with this have all given
me very endearing and enthusiastic answers, from the
students that I’ve been talking to offhand, all the way
up to President Dell’Omo. They’ve all been receiving
this very well,” Modica said.
The second half of the proposal called for the
establishment of six temporary task forces to overhaul
the LGBTQ-friendliness of Rider for the next few
years.
“The task forces that we are creating are going to
be temporary over the span of two to three years, and
the purpose of these task forces is to serve as a centralized focus on each area of this campus,” said Modica.
The six task forces, named for their specific purposes, are:
Academic Development, which will discuss the
academic side of LGBTQ life, and will work towards
creating support for students and faculty, as well as the
inclusion and expansion of LGBTQ-specific studies at
Rider.
Community Education will focus on leading
intercampus programming for educating the Rider
University community on the efforts of the advisory
board and its task forces through such media as public

O

By Lauren Lavelle
N Friday,

Sept. 9, a 19-year-old Rider University
student was arrested in Kroner Hall after getting
into an altercation with a Public Safety Officer.
“Sporadically, incidents like this have
occurred on campus, but it’s rather unusual,” said
Public Safety Capt. James J. Flatley.
Around 3 a.m., an officer was completing his
nightly rounds in Kroner Hall when a complainant approached him. Allegedly, sophomore Connor
Lukowiak, appeared to be under the influence of alcohol was displaying belligerent behavior and threatening those around him.
After surveying the scene, the officer called for
assistance and attempted to calm Lukowiak down.

Lukowiak then allegedly to spit in an officer’s face,
prompting the remaining officers to tackle him to the
ground and contact Lawrence Police.
Lukowiak was placed under arrest and removed
from campus immediately.
He is charged with one count of aggravated assault
on a police officer after recuperating at the Capital
Health Regional Medical Center in Trenton.
Flatley says the incident has been handed over
to the Office of Community Standards for further
investigation.

Emily Kelley/The Rider News

Student assaults officer, faces consequences

A student assaulted a public safety officer in Kroner Hall on Sept. 9.
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By Alexis Schulz and Shanna O’Mara
RATERNITY Theta

Chi will re-establish a chapter
on campus after it lost its recognition in 1992 following a pledging ritual-related death three years
prior.
Recruitment for the fraternity will begin this spring,
although a housing location will not be designated
until members are on campus. According to Amanda
Eisele, assistant director of campus life for fraternity
and sorority life, Greek campus life has changed since
the 1980s and ’90s.
“I fully expect that as a new organization on
campus, Theta Chi will do everything in [its] power to
build a tremendous reputation and keep members of
the chapter and the Rider community safe,” she said.
“That is my expectation for all fraternities and sororities at Rider. A new chapter will be no different.”
On April 21,1988, John A. Delesandro held a party
at his home in Edison where several students took
part in a pledging ritual. During the early hours of
that Friday, Delesandro, Scott Mackin of New Hope,
Pennsylvania and Sean T. Hickey of Hazlet, all 19 at
the time and pledges of Theta Chi, left to buy more
liquor with fake identification. Delesandro was traveling 50 to 70 miles an hour in a 25-mile-an-hour zone
and crashed into a parked truck, according to The New
York Times. His blood-alcohol level registered at 0.221
percent, nearly three times the current legal limit of
0.08.
Hickey died at Robert Wood Johnson hospital,
while Mackin suffered minor injuries. Delesandro was
charged with aggravated manslaughter and drunk
driving, according to The New York Times.
Some policies on Rider’s campus have changed
since Theta Chi was part of the community. The
alcohol policy is much stricter since the 2007 death of

Gary DeVercelly, an 18-year-old student who died of
alcohol poisoning after a party at the Phi Kappa Tau
fraternity.
According to Eisele, three different organizations
met with the campus expansion committee, which
decided to reintroduce one fraternity.
“Theta Chi was chosen because they have a very
unique membership program in their Resolute Man
program,” she said. “They offer some great leadership opportunities both locally and nationally. Overall,
we felt the organization will be a very good fit with
our current groups as we continue building the
community.”
Cindy Threatt, interim associate vice president for
student affairs and dean of students, said in an email
to the campus community that the university selected
Theta Chi over the other organizations because of its
dedication to its members.
“Specifically, they were selected for their strong
membership development program, strength in
national staffing, demonstrated alumni support, commitment to leadership development, and congruence
with the Rider mission and vision,” she said.
Many students on campus, particularly those that
are part of Greek life, are excited to see a new fraternity pop up on campus.
“I’m super excited that the Greek community is
growing, specifically the male organizations,” said
Nadia Saez, a junior marketing major. “Adding
another fraternity on campus is allowing independent
men who want to be in a fraternity the ability to have
more options to choose from when rushing. They
won’t be limited to just the couple of organizations
that we have now.”
According to Eisele, Theta Chi will have a full-time
staff member on campus during the spring semester

thetachi.org

Colonizing Theta Chi chapter on campus

for the transition of the fraternity into campus.
“He will be working with the Office of Fraternity
and Sorority Life to help build the colony,” she said.
According to Kristine Brown, assistant vice president of communication and marketing, re-establishing
Theta Chi will allow for more community involvement
in leadership initiatives.
“It goes back to our president’s focus on engaged
learning outside of the classroom,” she said. “Now
more students can participate in Greek life and have
the opportunity to be engaged in philanthropy and
leadership initiatives during their time at Rider.”

GRADUATION BRIEF
Emily Kelley/The Rider News
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Students and faculty alike join together in celebration of Cranberry Fest on Saturday, Sept. 17.

Cranberry Fest
CONT’D FROM P. 1

Aleesha Rouse, a senior environmental science major, said that she thinks the
change is good as it means that all students will be able to attend and get involved
without missing classes.
“The years prior, I would always have a class right before Cranberry Fest, so
you’d be sitting in class and you would hear all the music and you weren’t involved
for like an hour of Cranberry Fest,” she said. “You had to like rush and fight basically everybody to get food and see all your friends, so now it’s on the weekend and
not when classes are being held. I think it’s just a lot better.”
Although some students benefit from the change, other students, especially those
who commute to Rider, said that it may prevent people from attending the actual
festival.
Maria Awad, a sophomore communication studies major, said, “I’m a commuter,
and I commute from like an hour away so I wouldn’t want to come in on a Saturday
just for Cranberry Fest, but I also think it’s a good idea for the people that live here
because then they won’t be rushing to go back to class.”
Awad said that she believes campus life at Rider on the weekend needs to
improve.
“This campus is pretty much a ghost town when it comes to the weekend so I
think trying to get people involved earlier in the season definitely will help out with
not being so barren on the weekend,” she said.
Barbati has high hopes for campus life as well and hopes Cranberry Fest continues to welcome students new and old for years to come.
“The new school year is the most exciting time for us all. Cranberry Fest is a
great way to celebrate that,” said Barbati.

ENIORS will be able to remain on campus after finals conclude to celebrate
the days leading up to the commencement, which will be held at the Sun
National Bank Center in Trenton, a university official said.
Rider said it will combine the undergraduate, graduate and College of
Continuing Studies ceremonies into one graduation on May 12 at 2 p.m.
“We wanted to expand the number of rain tickets we are able to provide graduates with to invite their guests,” Rider’s Special Events and Projects Manager
Beverly Braddock said. “Last year, only two tickets were given to students, as
we anticipated rain. We are trying to make it the best graduation experience for
graduates and their guests.”
In past years, seniors would have to leave campus at the end of finals week and
return to campus for commencement on Rider’s Campus Green.
Braddock said the changes stemmed from President Gregory Dell’Omo experiencing Rider commencement for the first year and deciding he wanted to make
it “bigger and better.”
“Seniors will be welcome to stay on campus during that week,” she said. “In
the past, seniors were forced to move out. It was really important for Dell’Omo
that students have the option to stay on campus for a week of fun.”
Senior Class President Leah Corcillo, who will work with the student government association to plan senior week, said she wants this week to end seniors’
Bronc careers with lasting memories.
“Not that we’ll never come back to Rider, but I hope that this will be the capstone of our experience here,” said Corcillo. “I hope during the week, everyone
will have a moment where they can look around and appreciate the role Rider
has played in their lives, and I hope they’re proud of what they’ve accomplished
here.”
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Students shine in front of judges at ‘R Factor’ auditions
OUD, adrenaline-pumping

music was flowing from the Yvonne
Theater before the R Factor Auditions even started on Friday
Sept. 16. Students filled almost all the seats as the lights went
down and the hosts of the night, senior public relations major
Kevin Grunder and freshman English major Jacklyn Palmer, came out
to start the show.
Grunder and Palmer announced the rules for the night.
Participants were split into three random groups, each with their
own judge. After each act sang, the other two judges would give their
critiques before the deciding judge chose if the singer would take a
spot on the two-seat couch. None of the singers were safe until the
entire group had gone.
There was also a wild-card round at the end of the night where
one of the judges could bring someone back as a third member of
their team.
The hosts then announced the judges for the night: Trace
Kennedey, Dani Knights and Rider’s own Nick Barbati, assistant
director of campus life. The first acts to go compete for Knights’
team.
Leading off freshman behavioral
neuroscience major Caleb Holt sang
Beyoncé’s “Love On Top.” He started
out a little shaky, but as he found his
confidence, he started snapping, and
the audience’s involvement built.
Everyone in the audience loved it,
with Holt ending his audition
to thunderous applause.
Kennedy told him the
second Holt got into it,
he knew it was spe
special, saying, “As soon

as you took it up, man, it was super dope.”
Knights repeated the other judges’ praise, and gave Holt the first
seat of the night.
Sophomore elementary education major Paige Davis sang
Whitney Houston’s version of “I Will Always Love You.” The crowd
immediately was overjoyed, with people even pulling out their
phones to sway back and forth to the music. As she ended the song,
the audience gave Davis a standing ovation. The judges were mesmerized with the performance.
Knights loved it so much she made the first switch of the night
and gave Davis a seat on her team’s couch.
“I was super nervous when you said you were singing it,” she said.
“It’s my favorite song. You just made it seem pretty effortless.”
After a couple more auditions for Knights’ team, singers auditioned for Barbati’s team, starting with junior beahavioral neuroscience major Corey Laramore singing a version of The Animals’ “I
Put a Spell On You.” He started out a
capella, but, as soon as the music
started, the crowd went wild.
Audience members loved it when he
hit the low notes of the song. The
judges were equally impressed with
the performance.
Kennedey Barbati gave his first
spot on the team away after he
praised Laramore’s song choice.
“I thought your voice matched
the song perfectly; there’s a
performer in you waiting to
come out,” he said.
The next big audi
audition for Barbati’s team
was sophomore arts

Students who passed the audition round of R Factor this year will go on to perform in the finals on Sept 30. Five of the acts include (from left to right) Caleb Holt, performing “Love On Top” by Beyonce; Paige Davis, performing “I Will Always Love You” by Whitney Houston; Anna Sanzone, performing “If I Ain’t Got You” by Alicia Keys;
Gabriela Mendoza, performing “I Who Have Nothing” by Benny King; and Corey Laramore, performing “I Put a Spell On You” by The Animals.

administration major Kalif Jones, who came on stage with a guitarist to sing “The Only Exception” by Paramore. Before Jones even
finished the first line, the crowd loved the performance. Everyone in
the room got into it, especially his guitarist. People got their phones
out and lit up the screens to sway with the music. At the end of the
performance, Jones got a standing ovation.
Barbati loved it, switching out Laramore with Jones.
“I’ve been doing this for seven years, and this is my favorite audition ever,” he said.
The last performance for Barbati’s team was from junior health
crisis managment major Chris Patrick, performing an original rap.
He did a really good job, with the entire crowd so captivated it was
quiet in the theater. Once Patrick finished, the crowd went wild with
applause and cheers. The judges all praised him, with Kennedey
even getting up from the judge’s table to hug him.
Barbati loved it just as much as Kennedey and Knights, referencing the reality TV show he recently appeared on when he
announced his intention for Patrick to join his team.
“I think you just changed the game,” he said. “Someone call VH1
because I found my prince charming.”
During auditions for Kennedey’s team, freshman musiccal theater
major Anna Sanzone gave one of the most
memorable performances of the night, singsing
ing “If I Ain’t Got You” by Alicia Keys. The
judges quickly got into her performance and
the crowd’s applause and cheers grew as the
song went on. Sanzone’s stage presence and
talent built up and up, taking the audience by
storm. The crowd went nuts once she fin
finished and gave her a standing ova
ovation. The judges absolutely
loved her, with Kennedey
ultimately giving her a
spot.
“Voice? Dope. Outfit?
Dope. Performance?
Dope!” said Kennedey.

Sophomore English major Emily Scott gave the next memorable
audition for Kennedey’s team, singing her own version of Afroman’s
“Colt 45.” In a twist for the crowd, Scott didn’t announce what
song she intended to sing when the judges asked. Instead, she told
the crowd it was a surprise for them to figure out. She gave the
song an interesting pop feel that the crowd loved and impressed
the judges.
Kennedey praised her original take on the song, saying, “I
loved the song, I think the song matched the hippie swag you
have.”
However, despite the crowd’s loud pleas, Kennedey
passed on giving Scott a seat.
The final participant of the night was sophomore
psychology major Gabriela Mendoza, singing “I Who
Have Nothing” by Benny King. She performed
a cappella, starting slow before building up her
strong, powerful voice. She recieved a lot of
crowd praise for the high notes she hit and
even more when the song finished, including a
standing ovation. Judges
loved her just as much and
Kennedey gave her the
final seat on his team.
In the wild card
round, the hosts Palmer
and Grunder came out
with three envelopes
for each of the
judges. Kennedey
got the one with

the opportunity to choose someone who had
not gotten a seat before. After listening
to the crowd’s yells and pleas to bring
Scott back, he finally conceded to the
crowd’s demands and brought her
back as his third team member.
Overall, it was an incredibly fun
night with some really impressive
showcasing of Rider’s musical
talents. It made for some hard
choices by the judges, but each
team ultimately is going into the
finals on Sept. 30 strong.

Emily Kelley/The Rider News
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By Emily Klingman

Achieving dreams and beating the odds as ‘ninjas’

T

By Kimberly Ortiz
WO Rider

graduates were flying
high, jumping hurdles and dodging obstacles to try and prove that
they had what it took to be ninjas.
Greg Smith, ’15, and Anthony
DeFranco, ’15, both competed on
NBC’s hit show, “American Ninja
Warrior,” first appearing in the
Philadelphia qualifying round that
aired across the nation on June 27 and
28.
On the show, currently in its eighth
season, contestants are required to run,
climb and jump through a series of
physically demanding obstacle courses
in an attempt to win the title and a $1
million grand prize.
Although Smith fell in the
Philadelphia qualifying round on the
paddle boards obstacle, where the competitor must run across elevated paddles
which tilt under pressure, he kept his
spirits high and cheered on his friend
and training partner, DeFranco, from
the sidelines.
DeFranco, an accounting major,
finished the grueling course with the
fastest time of the night, 1:44:37, and
advanced into the Philadelphia Finals,
where he did not finish the course, but
remained in the top 15, advancing him
to stage 1 of the Las Vegas National
Finals.
Stage 1 aired on Sept. 5, but
DeFranco’s time as a ninja was cut
short when he fell on the jumping spider obstacle.
DeFranco had dreamt of competing on the show since he was about 13
years old, after growing up watching
the Japanese version on TV. After four

years of collegiate track, DeFranco
decided to try out.
“It was a great time to chase my
dream,” he said.
Smith, a secondary education
major, competed under the name “The
Scarred Ninja,” a reference to a scar
Smith received during a life-changing
surgery to treat testicular cancer.
After being diagnosed with Stage 2
testicular cancer four years ago, Smith
is now cancer free.
According to Smith, the support he
has gained from being on the show has
been “great.”
“We both got a lot of love from our
friends and family, and also made a lot
of new friendships,” he said.
While the audience may think running and jumping through hurdles and
barriers looks easy on television, both
Smith and DeFranco agreed that the
training process was long and difficult.
Smith, who believes his strengths to
be in the lower-body area, said that he
really had to work on his upper-body
skills, something that “American Ninja
Warrior” is known for. DeFranco, however, did a mixture of trainings.
“I continued doing sprints from my
track background and did a lot of rock
climbing,” he said.
On most weekends, both Smith
and DeFranco would train together by
taking classes at a movement lab, or a
“ninja gym,” training facilities specifically designed to help hopefuls become
familiar with the show’s obstables.
Although the two former college
roommates both had to keep a low
profile until the show aired, they still
received well wishes from not only

nbc.com

RE VIE W

Anthony DeFranco competes in the Philadelphia qualifying round on “American Ninja Warrior.” Fellow
Rider graduate Greg Smith competed as well, but did not advance past the qualifying round. DeFranco
advanced to the Philadelphia finals and, later, stage 1 of the Las Vegas finals, but ultimately fell on the
jumping spider obstacle, ending his time on the show.
friends and family, but from former
professors as well.
“It’s crazy to see how many people
watch the show,” DeFranco said.
Along with adults watching, youth
around the world witnessed these men
successfully tackle obstacles, demonstrating that with hard work and dedication, anything is possible.
“I made sure to influence kids as
much as I could and [teach them] that
hard work does pay off,” DeFranco
said.
Although Smith and DeFranco did
not earn the title of “American Ninja
Warrior,” they plan on returning to run
the course next season.
The experience as a whole was

certainly one that both Smith and
DeFranco say they will never forget.
For Smith, having others hear his story
means everything.
“Getting on the show definitely
helped get my story out there,” he said.
“It now has pushed me even more to
go out there and show people you can
overcome big obstacles in your life.”
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T’S graduation day, and the sun
gleams down on a young student
as she slowly approaches the stage.
She shakes President Gregory
Dell’Omo’s hand, grinning broadly,
and she takes her diploma. Just a few
days later, under a perfectly clear sky
and as the birds serenade her, she
PMIL[W\ٺWPMZ^MZaÅZ[\N]TT\QUM
job. For most of us college students,
this is the glorious endgame that we
are working toward.
But for most of us in this country,
this will not happen.
In 2014, CNN reported that
around 260,000 college graduates
_MZM_WZSQVOUQVQU]U_IOMRWJ[
<PQ[^I[\V]UJMZWN XMWXTMMIZVML
either exactly the federal minimum
wage of $7.25, or something below
that. This fact surely sends a bleak
KTW]L\WPW^MZW^MZW]ZXW[\OZIL]I
tion daydreams.
With all the recent talk about
minimum wage and if it should be
raised to $15, another important
question comes to light: Is it really
QUXW[[QJTM\WTQ^MWVUQVQU]U
wage? With all of us on our way to
jobs in our preferred careers, the
answer to this question is highly
pertinent.
In short, the answer is no. It’s
VMIZTaQUXW[[QJTM\WTQ^MWVUQVQ
U]U_IOMM^MVQN aW]PI^MIN]TT
time job.
The long answer comes as the
ZM[]T\WN [WUMOWWLWTLNI[PQWVML
mathematics.
Let’s center this story around a
recent college graduate. If a gradu
I\MJMOQV[IN]TT\QUMPW]ZXMZ
week job that pays the New Jersey
minimum wage, which is $8.38,
they will make about $1,341 on a
typical month before taxes. Let’s
I[[]UM\PI\[\]LMV\TQ^M[QVINIQZTa
cheap studio apartment in Trenton.
The cheapest rent I could find was
$600 a month, already cutting their
monthly wage down to $741. After
[]J\ZIK\QVOIVI^MZIOM NWZ
cable and Internet, as well as an
I^MZIOM  NWZMTMK\ZQKQ\a\PI\WVTa
TMI^M[ 
The United States Department of
Agriculture states that the monthly
cost of a thrifty diet for men and
women our age is about $188 and
ZM[XMK\Q^MTa)^MZIOQVO\PM
costs for men and women comes
\W IUWV\PTMI^QVO  1N 
this graduate has accumulated any
LMJ\\PMQZ[\WZaJMKWUM[M^MV[IL
LMZ¸\PMVI\QWVITI^MZIOMUWV\PTa
student loan payment is $242.
<PQ[TMI^M[WVTaIJW]\ 
monthly. But these numbers don’t
M^MV\ISM\I`M[ILLQ\QWVITJQTT[
household item costs or transporta
tion prices into consideration. With
\PM[MXZQKM[IKITK]TI\WZXZW^QLML
by The New York Times estimated that
\PQ[[\]LMV\_QTTWVTaPI^MIJW]\
$933 dollars remaining yearly. This
simply is not just a crippling wage —
this is impossible.
The argument against raising
the minimum wage often targets
workers in fast food establishments,

grocery stores, restaurants and so
on. If they didn’t want to get paid
UQVQU]U_IOM\PMa[PW]TL¼^MOWVM
to school and made something of
\PMU[MT^M[ZQOP\'?ZWVO;MTN_WZ\P
is not equated to job status. And
KWTTMOMOZIL]I\M[WJ^QW][TaMIZVML
their bachelor’s degrees, but many
of them are still in minimum wage
jobs with earnings that are simply
QUXW[[QJTM\WTQ^MWV
But what does this mean for those
of us here at Rider, working to get
ILMOZMM\PI\UQOP\VW\M^MVOM\
][_MTTXIaQVORWJ[QVW]ZLM[QZML
fields? Are we doomed?
7N KW]Z[MVW\)VM^MVJQOOMZ
truth of the job market is that it is
so much harder to find a job or seek
W]\IXZWUW\QWVQN aW]LWV¼\PI^M
a degree. Sure, a lot of college stu
LMV\[IZM\ZIXXMLQVUQVQU]U_IOM
RWJ[0W_M^MZ_Q\PW]\W]ZLMOZMM[
this grim possibility would be one of
\PMWVTaWX\QWV[I^IQTIJTM\W][1V
ILLQ\QWVPMZMI\:QLMZ_MZMKMQ^M
more information and training per
taining to our specific careers than
we could likely find all on our own.
In addition, working a minimum
wage job carries many benefits as
well. Sometimes, it can be difficult
\WOM\IRWJQN aW]PI^MVWXZQWZ
work experience. Any job will help
build that repertoire. These jobs also
teach lessons that cannot be learned
\PZW]OPW\PMZI^MV]M[<PMa\MIKP
XI\QMVKMXMZ[M^MZIVKMKWUUQ\
ment and understanding of how big
businesses function. Minimum wage
RWJ[KIVPI^MI[MZQW][QUXIK\WV
future career opportunities. And in a
society where prices keep mounting,
Q\¼[UQTM[IJW^M]VMUXTWaUMV\
Yes, it is nearly impossible to
[]Z^Q^MWVUQVQU]U_IOM6W\PQ[
is not a future that any of us want to
NIKMM^MV\PW]OPQ\¼[KMZ\IQVTaVW\
the worst prospect. And no, many
WN ][UIaVW\M^MZNIKM\PM[MQ[[]M[
But there are many others out there,
some without degrees but many with
them, struggling to make ends meet
simply because of the disproportion
I\MOIXJM\_MMV\PMKW[\[WN TQ^QVO
and minimum wage.
/M\QV^WT^ML;\IZ\IL^WKI\QVO
and lobbying for a raise in minimum
wage. Vote for candidates whose
stances mirror your own on issues.
We are the generation that will
inherit this country and its future,
IVLQN _M][MW]Z^WQKM[_MKIV
make sure that we are heard.
)VLLWV¼\M^MZNWZOM\¸JMNWZM
you make fun of someone working
for almost nothing, 260,000 former
students, just like you, are standing
there and working with them.

The weekly editorial expresses the
majority opinion of The Rider News.
This week’s editorial was written by the
Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh.

caglecartoons.com

Minimum wage,
minimal resources
SENIOR SUGGESTIONS

M

Packing suitcases
for the weekend

Y ÅZ[\aMIZI\:QLMZ1Y]QKSTa

LQ[KW^MZMLQ\_I[I[]Q\KI[M
school. Most weekends, I’d be
hanging around campus won
LMZQVO_PMZMM^MZaWVM_MV\QN 1LQLV¼\
go home myself.
How can we possibly get students to
stick around for the weekend, if there is
nothing to do on the weekend?
Now, apparently, they will be hold
QVOM^MV\[WV\PM_MMSMVL[.WZ\PMNQZ[\
\_W_MMSMVL[_MPIL\_WM^MV\[\PI\
were normally held during the week:
the Awareness Fair and Cranberry Fest.
1PMIZL\PM)_IZMVM[[.IQZLQLVW\PI^M
the same turnout as it normally does. I
didn’t go because it’s my last semester,
and I’m not joining anything else.
I did attend Cranberry Fest. It
was the same as it usually was: band

playing, pulled pork, inflatable obstacle
courses, the radio, our mascots, pulled
pork and of course kettle corn. One
VM_MLQ\QWV_I[INIVKaTWWSQVO[MK\QWV
where 21+ students could try seasonal
drinks. Other people seemed to enjoy
it. I came for the pulled pork.
I stayed for about an hour. Sitting at
one of the tables, I was looking around
and saw a few families showed up for
\PMM^MV\_PQKP_I[\PMUIQVOWIT1
JMTQM^M"\WOM\\PMKWUU]VQ\aQV^WT^ML
But I was thinking, how many commut
ers are here for this? Professors? The
lines for food didn’t wrap around the
Student Recreation Center twice like it
normally did either.
It
SEE WEEKEND EVENTS,
makes me
PAGE 9
question
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GREEN CORNER

Pipeline controversy – students take a stance

T

HIS Thursday,

the Eco Reps will be in the SRC
Atrium from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., hoping to
talk about an important issue that is decorating
PMILTQVM[J]\UIaJMÆM_W^MZ\PMPMIL[WN KWTlege students nationwide.
The Dakota Access oil pipeline, near the Standing
:WKS;QW]`:M[MZ^I\QWVQV6WZ\P,ISW\IPI[
garnered a lot of national attention. Celebrities like
4MWVIZLW,Q+IXZQWIVL;][IV;IZIVLWVPI^MKWUM
out against its construction.
<PQ[XQXMTQVMQ[[M\\WKW^MZW^MZUQTM[WN 
TIVL[\ZM\KPQVONZWU6WZ\P,ISW\I\W1TTQVWQ[1\
would carry half a million barrels of crude oil per
LIa)[QLMNZWUJMQVOIVMV^QZWVUMV\ITPIbIZL\PM
Q[[]MQ[\PI\Q\Z]V[KTW[M\W\PMZM[MZ^I\QWV<PMTIVL
is a sacred ancestral burial ground for the Sioux tribe.
<PMaIZO]M\PI\PI^QVO\PQ[WQTTQVM[WKTW[M_W]TL
LM[MKZI\M\PMQZTIVL1\IT[WXW[M[IZMIT\PZMI\WN KWV\IUQVI\QVO\PM5Q[[W]ZQ:Q^MZ\PM\ZQJM¼[WVTa[W]ZKM

A

of drinking water.
<PMPMI^QM[\KWVKMV\ZI\QWVWN XZW\M[\[ZMUIQV[QV
IVLIZW]VL\PM;\IVLQVO:WKS;QW]`:M[MZ^I\QWV7V
;MX\!\PM\ZQJMKTIQUMLI^QK\WZa_PMV\PM7JIUI
administration ordered a cease on all construction
_Q\PQVUQTM[WN \PMZM[MZ^I\QWV5IVaUMUJMZ[
within the tribe plan on continuing their protest
\PZW]OP\PM_QV\MZQN Q\¼[VMKM[[IZa<PMa[\I\M\PI\
they will not stop until the pipeline project is suspended completely.
6MIZTaUQTM[NZWU\PM[Q\MWN \PMXQXMTQVM
Rider students are reacting to the news.
¹1LMNQVQ\MTa\PQVS\PMa[PW]TLPIT\KWV[\Z]K\QWVº
[IQL3IQ\TaV+TIZS[MVQWZUIZSM\QVOIVLIL^MZ\Q[QVOUIRWZ¹1\¼[\PZMI\MVQVO\WLIUIOMWZKWUXTM\MTa
LM[\ZWaI\WVWN \PM\ZQJM¼[[IKZMLTIVLIVL\PMQZ
LZQVSQVO_I\MZ?Q\P\PM\MKPVWTWOa_MPI^M\WLIa_M
KIV[MVLXMWXTMQV\W[XIKMJ]\_M¼ZM[\QTTLM[\ZWaQVO
TIVLJMKI][MWN UIVUILMWQT[XQTT['1\¼[UM[[ML]Xº

7\PMZ[\]LMV\[LQLV¼\SVW_IJW]\\PMKWV[\Z]K\QWV
but were concerned once learning about it.
¹1PIL[MMVTQVS[\WQ\WV.IKMJWWSJ]\LQLV¼\SVW_
U]KPº[IQL2MVVQNMZ.IVMTTQ[MVQWZLQOQ\ITUMLQI
major. “That sounds like a horrible idea, though.
+WV[\Z]K\QWV[PW]TLJMPIT\MLNWZOWWLº
7V;MX\IVI\QWVITLIaWN IK\QWVIOIQV[\
\PM6WZ\P,ISW\IXQXMTQVM_I[WZOIVQbML8ZW\M[\MZ[
met up to march in opposition to the construction.
5IVaOI\PMZMLQVKQ\QM[[]KPI[8PQTILMTXPQI6M_
York, Los Angeles and Chicago. A march at the White
0W][MIT[W\WWSXTIKM1\Q[\PMQZPWXM\PI\UWZM\PIV
just a temporary halt on construction will take place,
U]KPTQSM_PI\PIXXMVML_PMV\PM7JIUIILUQVistration halted the construction of the Keystone XL
pipeline last year.
—Marianna Buseman
Lawrenceville Eco Rep

FACE-OFF

FACE-OFF

‘
Pokemon
GO:
critical hit

‘
Pokemon
GO:
not very effective

S 8WSuUWVKMTMJZI\M[Q\[\P
IVVQ^MZ[IZa6QIV\QKZMTMI[ML
what may be the most ambitious
XZWRMK\\PMKWUXIVaPI[M^MZ
SVW_V"8WSuUWV/7
.WZ\PW[M\PI\IZM[\QTT]VI_IZM
8WSuUWV/7Q[INZMM\WXTIaOIUMNWZ
mobile phones that allows people to act
as trainers and walk around in real life
KI\KPQVO8WSuUWV
?PQTM\PMOIUMQ\[MTN UIaPI^M
drawn criticism for technical errors and
not being what people hoped for, there
is no mistaking that the game has been
a huge success for the franchise.
7V\PMJ][QVM[[[QLMQ\PI[JMMVI
P]OMKWUUMZKQIT[]KKM[[1\_I[\PM
most downloaded game in the history
WN \PM)XXTM)XX;\WZM6QV\MVLW
_PWKZMI\ML\PMWZQOQVIT8WSuUWV
games, saw stocks skyrocket by about
XMZKMV\
.M_IZMOWQVO\WIZO]M\PI\
8WSuUWV/7Q[IOZMI\OIUMQVIVL
WN Q\[MTNJ]\\PI\¼[VW\\PMXWQV\1\PI[
now become an entity that has tran[KMVLMLOIUQVO8WSuUWV/7WVTa
PILWVMUQ[[QWV"\WJZQVOJIKSXMWXTM¼[
TW^MWN \PM8WSuUWVNZIVKPQ[M5W[\QN 
VW\ITTPI^MJMMVM`XW[ML\W8WSuUWV
in one way or another, whether it is
from watching the cartoons, playing the
^QLMWOIUM[WZJMQVO\PMW_VMZWN \PI\
WVMZIZM+PIZQbIZLKIZL
The game has brought out the inner
KPQTLWN \PW[M\PI\PI^MXTIaMLQ\<PM
point was not to create the perfect
8WSuUWVOIUMJ]\\WJZQVO\PQ[KWUmunity of fans, that has now spanned
LMKILM[U]KPKTW[MZ\WOM\PMZ1\PI[
\]ZVMLXMWXTM_PWPI^MVM^MZXTIaML
8WSuUWVJMNWZMQV\WNIV[
There are also added benefits to
players of the game: their health. The
game requires walking around in real
TQNM\ZaQVO\WNQVL8WSuUWVIVLQ\MU[

\W][M[QU]TI\QVO\PMIL^MV\]ZMI[XMK\[
WN 8WSuUWVOIUM[IVLKIZ\WWV[1V
\PMNZIVKPQ[M\ZIQVMZ[\ZI^MTITTW^MZ
the world on a quest to catch all the
8WSuUWVPMVKM\PMXWX]TIZ¹/W\\I
+I\KP¼MU)TTº[TWOIV<PMZMQ[VW
legitimate way to get far in the game
without walking and sometimes players
IZM_ITSQVO\_WNQ^MWZUIaJMM^MV
SQTWUM\MZ[WVI[QVOTM8WSuUWVIL^MV\]ZMSMMXQVOXPa[QKITTaIK\Q^M_PQTM[\QTT
PI^QVOITW\WN N]V
1\UIaVW\JMI[XWX]TIZI[Q\_I[WV
release earlier this summer, but it has
not gone from the public consciousness.
More updates are coming periodically
IVL6QIV\QK\PMKWUXIVa\PI\LM[QOVML
\PMOIUMPI^M[IQL\PI\\PMaUIaJM
TWWSQVOQV\WILLQVOUWZM8WSuUWV
\WKI\KPJMaWVL\PMNQZ[\WZQOQVIT
8WSuUWVSMMXQVO\PMOIUMNZM[PIVL
M^MZTI[\QVO
This also opens the possibility for
future titles to adopt this model. As
technology continues to grow at an
exponential rate, the potential is there
NWZUWZM^QZ\]ITZMITQ\a8WSuUWV\Q\TM[
?Q\PQVINM_aMIZ[_MUQOP\\Z]TaPI^M
\PMZMITTQNM8WSuUWVM`XMZQMVKM\PI\
we saw when the game debuted in an
QVKZMLQJTM\ZIQTMZQV
1N aW]¼ZMTWWSQVONWZ\PM[IUMWTL
8WSuUWVM`XMZQMVKM\PMZMIZMVM_
8WSuUWVOIUM[KWUQVOW]\\PQ[aMIZ
,WM[\PQ[OIUMPI^M\MKPVQKITQ[[]M['
Sure, but no game is perfect. This
mobile title made summer for many
people that much better by stepping
QV\W\PM[PWM[WN I8WSuUWV\ZIQVMZ1V
\PMMVL\PI\¼[\PMXWQV\WN 8WSuUWV"
\W\ZI^MT\PM_WZTLUMM\VM_NZQMVL[
and experience all the different types of
8WSuUWV\PM_WZTLPI[\WWNNMZ
—Carlos Toro
Senior journalism major

Weekend events
CONT’D FROM P. 8

PW_\PM[MM^MV\[_QTT]VNWTLQV\PMN]\]ZM5IaJM_M
VMML\WZM\PQVSPW__M\PZW_KMZ\IQVM^MV\[
:QLMZQ[I[UITTKIUX][J]\_MPI^MLZMIU[WN 
JMQVOTQSM8ZQVKM\WV0W_KIV_MUISMW]ZM^MV\[

L

IKE UIVaKPQTLZMVJWZVQV\PM¼![
1OZM_]XXTIaQVONIZUWZM8WSumon than was probably healthy, so
_PMV8WSuUWV/7TI]VKPMLQV
MIZTa2]Ta1XTIaMLKWV[\IV\TaIVLNMT\
TQSMIKPQTLIOIQV0W_M^MZI[\QUMPI[
XI[[ML\PMUIOQK^IVQ[PMLIVL1\PQVS1
know why.
.WZIVaWVM_PWLWM[VW\SVW_
8WSuUWVQ[INZIVKPQ[M\PI\JMOIVQV
!!_Q\P\_W/IUM*WaOIUM[_PMZM
\PMXTIaMZ\ZI^MT[IZW]VL\PMM`W\QK
locales of the fictional world, capturing
KZMI\]ZM[SVW_VI[8WSuUWV
8WSuUWV/7Q[IVIXX\PI\][M[
augmented reality technology to recreate this experience, as players walk
around with the app open and encoun\MZ8WSuUWVQVZMIT_WZTLTWKI\QWV[
<WJMKTMIZaM[8WSuUWV/7
requires people to walk while keeping
an eye on their phone, and yes, just
like texting, if you are too focused on
your phone while walking, odds are
aW]¼ZMOWQVO\W\_Q[\IVIVSTMWZ_WZ[M
0W_M^MZ1SVW_LWbMV[WN XMWXTM_PW
IZMXTIaQVO_Q\PW]\QVKQLMV\8WSuUWV
/7Q[VW\LIVOMZW][QN XTIaMLKWZZMK\Ta
and intelligently.
;\ZIVOMTaUIVaXMWXTM[MMU\WPI^M
swung the other way, and are making
OZIVLXZMLQK\QWV[IJW]\8WSuUWV/7¼[
profitability and lasting social impact.
8WSuUWV/7PI[]VLMVQIJTaLWVMI
lot of good, bringing millions of people
outside and connecting players from all
walks of life.
?PM\PMZIVITa[\[TW^M\PMOIUMWZ
hate it, the underlying question seems
\WJM"1[8WSuUWV/7I[WKQITXPMnomenon or simply a fad?
)\\PMZQ[SWN ^WQKQVOIV]VXWX]TIZ
WXQVQWV1NMMT8WSuUWV/7Q[R][\I
NIL<PMZMIZMUIVaZMI[WV[1\PQVS
\PQ[J]\1_QTTJZQMNTa[]UUIZQbMUa
three main thoughts.

JM\\MZ'?M[PW]TLUISMW]ZM^MV\[OWWLMVW]OP\PI\
QN 1I[SIKWUU]\MZ\PMa_QTT[Ia¹0MKSaM[1¼TTLZQ^M
IVPW]Z\WJMPMZMWVI;I\]ZLIa_PMV1KW]TLJM
home watching Worst Cooks in Americaº
*]\1\PQVS_MVMMLUWZM\PIVR][\W]Z][]IT
M^MV\[4WWSQVOI\\PMM^MV\[KITMVLIZ\PMZMIZMV¼\
UIVa]XKWUQVO_MMSMVLM^MV\[JM[QLM[\PMNITTKWVKMZ\?PI\LWaW]PI^MXTIVVMLNWZ][:QLMZ'?PI\Q[
going to make me not want to go home to my cat?

.QZ[\\PMOIUMQ[QVPMZMV\TaTQUQ\ML
8MZ[WVITTa1PI^MITZMILaKI]OP\M^MZa
KWUUWV8WSuUWVQV\PMQUUMLQI\M
IZMIIVL[W_W]TLVMML\W\ZI^MT\W
geographically distinct regions to catch
UWZM1MVRWa\PMIXXJ]\VW\VMIZTa
MVW]OP\W[\IZ\\ZI^MTTQVOIZW]VL\PM
country.
;MKWVLTaM^MVQN 6QIV\QKLQL
QV\ZWL]KM\PMP]VLZML[WN 8WSuUWV
that appear in later games, beyond the
WZQOQVITLWQVO[WQ[VW\OWQVO\W
ZM^MZ[M8WSuUWV/7¼[NWZ\]VM[5IVa
people, myself included, are playing
8WSuUWV/7N]MTMLJaNWVLUMUWZQM[
of the Saturday morning cartoon and
hours spent with the game. The newer
8WSuUWVLWVW\PI^MI[QOVQNQKIV\VW[talgia factor and so will not lure players
in nearly the same numbers.
.QVITTa\PMOIUMQ[\WWMI[aI
fact that was also true of the origiVITUI\MZQIT1\Q[QUXW[[QJTM\WTW[M
I\8WSuUWVIVL_PQTM\PI\_WZS[\W
market the game to children, many
][MZ[WN 8WSuUWV/7IZMIL]T\[_PW
_QTTM^MV\]ITTa\QZMWN IOIUM\PI\Q[VW\
challenging.
?PMVITTQ[[IQLIVLLWVM8WSuUWV
/7ZMUQVL[UMWN \PMXM\ZWKSKZIbM
of decades past. The success of pet
rocks stunned analysts at the time and,
TWWSQVOJIKSM^MVXMWXTM_PW][ML
to own pet rocks can only shake their
heads in bemusement and wonder what
they were thinking.
1MVRWaMLXTIaQVO8WSuUWV/7\PQ[
[]UUMZIVL1UIaWXMV\PMIXXWKKI[QWVITTaQVUWV\P[\WKWUM0W_M^MZ
I[1ZMUMUJMZ_ITSQVOSQTWUM\MZ[
QV\_WLIa[\WPI\KPI0Q\UWVKPIV1
do find myself smiling fondly, wondering what got into me. And that is the
essence of a fad.
—Adam Rivera
Business communication graduate student

1PWXM\PI\\PM_MMSMVL[WN JWZMLWUIVLTWVOing for home will cease as Rider comes up with better
QLMI[NWZ_MMSMVLM^MV\[;WNIZ\PMPaXM[MMU[[TW_
—Rena Carman
Senior communication studies major
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START A BANKING REVOLUTION:
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THE ONLY PLACE TO BANK ON CAMPUS.
STOP IN AND OPEN AN ACCOUNT TODAY!*
(ON THE GROUND FLOOR OF THE BLC)
THINK OUTSIDE THE BANK
AND EXPERIENCE THE BENEFITS
OF ABCO MEMBERSHIP!

Bring in this ad to
waive the one-time $10
membership fee

• No monthly fee on most checking accounts
• Access cash surcharge-free at over
55,000 locations including Daly’s
Cafeteria and every 7-Eleven® store
• Earn reward points with every purchase
you make with your ABCO debit card
• Exclusive discounts on Sprint® wireless,
Regal Cinemas, travel and more
• Low-interest personal and auto loans
• Service your account nationwide at over
5,000 shared branching locations

expires 10/31/16

Serving the Rider community since 1993
Must be eligible for membership in order to open an account. All Rider
University students and staff are eligible for membership. See full membership
eligibility list and learn more about opening an account at goabco.org/join.
*

NOT-FOR-PROFIT

goabco.org • 1-800-225-1859

Federally Insured
by NCUA
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MEN’S SOCCER

Defending champs drop two road battles

W

By Brandon Scalea

undefeated record at
the time, the men’s soccer
team hosted the then-No.
1 team in the East region,
Temple, on Sept. 10.
In front of a raucous crowd of over
1,000 at Ben Cohen Field, Rider (4-2)
proved to everyone that they could be
the real deal in 2016. The defending
MAAC champs overcame a scoreless
first half and blanked the Owls, 2-0.
But then, the 4-0 Broncs stumbled,
losing two straight.
Head Coach Charlie Inverso said
it’s difficult to pinpoint what made the
team so good in the early going this
season. Last year’s MAAC championship team started conference play 0-2.
“I think we’re just a happier team,”
he said. “Other than that, I can’t really
tell you why we’re clicking so much. I
just think everyone is on the same page
and we all have a lot of confidence in
the group we have right now.”
The first half featured two similar,
attack-minded teams struggling to control possession. Senior goalkeeper Ryan
Baird made three saves as the Broncs
were outshot 8-6. The second half was
actually lopsided in favor of Temple
as well, despite Rider finding the net
twice. The Broncs were outshot 12-5,
but Baird stood tall.
In the 54th minute, senior forward
Rob Nardiello put the Broncs on the
board. He took a deep pass from senior
midfielder Christian Flath that was
right on the money, and deflected it
past Temple’s goalkeeper, Alex Cagle.
Although Temple still controlled

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

ITH an

Senior midfielder Adrien Huss scored a wild goal in a 2-0 win against Temple in Rider’s home opener.
the pace offensively, Rider had all the
momentum after drawing first blood.
Just nine minutes later, senior midfielder Adrien Huss took advantage
of Cagle being knocked down to the
ground, sending the ball home for a 2-0
lead.
Baird finished the game with seven
saves, his best coming off a penalty kick
with 23 minutes left. He sprawled to his
left to preserve the shutout, marking the
third time he stopped a penalty kick in
his Rider career.
The undefeated streak would come
to an end three days later, however, as
the nationally-ranked Broncs headed

crosstown to Princeton. Though winless
at the time, the Tigers cruised in the
second half to an impressive victory.
Rider outshot its Ivy League rival 17-9,
but it was the home team that found
the back of the net three times.
The first half was another scoreless
one for Rider, though it had some near
misses. Late in the half, Flath hit the
post on a free kick.
In the 60th minute, Princeton’s
Benjamin Martin scored off a cross for
the first goal of the evening. It was only
the second goal of the season allowed
by Baird.
It didn’t take long for the skilled

Broncs to respond, though. Twelve
minutes later, freshman forward
Clement Bourret finished a brilliant
piece of passing by junior forward
Elliot Otmani. It was Bourret’s second
goal of the season, tying the game at
one.
Princeton, however, seemed unwilling to fall to 0-3 on the season. The
Tigers scored two late goals, including
one where a forward danced around
Baird and slid the ball into the gaping
net. The final score was 3-1.
Inverso said he was happy with the
team’s play despite the outcome.
“I thought we played a really hardfought game,” he said. “It’s not easy to
go over there and leave with a win, and
I think Princeton was a hungry team. It
doesn’t feel good to lose, but there’s no
reason to be concerned.”
On Sept. 16, the Broncs traveled
to New York for a meeting with Long
Island University (LIU) Brooklyn, a
team they beat handedly last season.
This time around, the Blackbirds had
the upper hand, getting the best of
Baird twice for a 2-1 win.
The only goal for Rider was scored
by Bourret, his third of the year. It
came off another great pass from
Otmani and tied the game. LIU
Brooklyn took a 1-0 lead in the 66th
minute of play, with the ultimate gamewinner coming with four minutes left in
regulation.
Rider outshot the home team 14-11.
The Broncs will begin MAAC play
on Sept. 24, when they head up to
Buffalo, New York to play Canisius.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

Broncs escape Bobcat attack for first MAAC win

T

By Carlos Toro

women’s soccer team took on conferencerival Quinnipiac at home on Sept. 17 in the
first MAAC contest of the season in a game of
the conference’s best two offenses and came out
victorious.
Rider (4-2-2, 1-0 MAAC) defeated the Bobcats 2-1
with a game-winning goal from freshman midfielder
Sofia Soares with 20 minutes remaining, making it
four straight without a loss.
Head Coach Drayson Hounsome said that it was
imperative for his team to start the conference season
off right.
“It does [feel good being 1-0 in MAAC play],”
Hounsome said. “They were the top team in the
MAAC in wins. We knew that getting the three points
was the most important thing. They caught us in a
counterattack to get back in it and we responded well
to get that winning goal.”
The Bobcats started the game firing shots from the
get-go, taking their first shot on goal just 35 seconds
into the game, but it was saved by senior goalkeeper
Bethany-May Howard.
The Broncs got on the board early with a goal.
Senior forward Caroline Healy scored on her own in
the 20th minute.
Hounsome said that he felt that the team fared well
against a Quinnipiac squad (4-3-1, 1-0 MAAC) that
was shut out at home against Rider last season. The
Bobcats came into the game with the most non-conference wins in the season as well.
“We played really well in the first half, controlled
the tempo,” Hounsome said. “As always, teams always
give you more in the second half. I’m really happy to
get three points.”
Quinnipiac responded almost 15 minutes into the
second half when sophomore defenseman Katrina
Friedman scored thanks to an assist from sophomore
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Senior Caroline Healy put the Broncs up 1-0 against Quinnipiac.
midfielder Nadya Gill and freshman forward Ally
Grunstein.
Rider also got some help with the return of redshirt
junior forward Michelle Iacono. Iacono did not play
in the last couple of games because of an injury and
assisted on the Broncs’ game winning goal in the 70th
minute. Iacono came off the bench in the second
half and crossed the ball to Soares, and she made the
finish.
Iacono said that she enjoyed being back on the
field. While spending time on the bench, Iacono said
that she enjoyed cheering on the team even though
she couldn’t play.
“It felt great playing out there,” Iacono said.
“Sitting out is always tough, but being able to watch
the girls out there play and succeed and cheer them
is important, I believe. Our bench is always cheering

them on.”
Quinnipiac had a chance to send the game into
overtime, but Grunstein’s shot in the 88th minute went
wide. It was the last shot taken by either team as the
Broncs left Ben Cohen Field victorious.
In a battle of two of the conference’s best offenses,
both Rider and Quinnipiac had plenty of shot opportunities to score goals. Overall, both teams each had
14 shots taken in the game.
Howard made seven saves to get the win. She now
ranks in the top 25 in the nation in saves made. It was
the second season in a row that the Broncs earned
their first conference win against the Bobcats.
Rider is in the midst of a much-deserved break.
The team will have a week to rest before it hosts
Canisius (3-4, 1-0 MAAC) on Sept. 24. Before the
game against Quinnipiac, Rider’s last four games
went to overtime, with the last three games heading
to double overtime. Rider had a 1-1-2 record in that
span.
The Broncs also have their first conference road
test of the season when they travel to Jersey City and
take on Saint Peter’s (1-4-1, 0-0 MAAC) on Sept. 27.
Rider had not lost any of its two road games played
this season.
With the return of Iacono, Hounsome said that this
team is healthy and that there is a lot of depth on this
year’s squad.
“We got 24 healthy, fit players and we’ve never had
that before,” Hounsome said. “We have some really
good players who came off the bench. We’ve had good
players that didn’t even touch the field. Our depth is
special this year.”
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Big win is proof Rider is on the rise

Despite taking over a program that won three conference games a year prior, Christopher Feliciano has led Rider upward. He has now compiled 200 career wins, 69 of which came in his six seasons at Rider.

I

By Carlos Toro
N the

2000s, Rider volleyball was not viewed as a
viable contender in the MAAC conference. Under
Head Coach Christopher Feliciano, the program has
seen a resurgence that has turned the team into a
legitimate threat.
On Sept. 10, the Broncs defeated Fairleigh
Dickinson in the third game of the Boston College
Tournament. While this non-conference win was not
important on paper, it did set an important milestone
— Feliciano’s 200th win as a collegiate head coach.
It was the culmination of his six years in the program, bringing the volleyball team from the bottom of
the MAAC to making the conference tournament.
“The thing about that win is that it was years of
hard work from the players,” Feliciano said. “We’ve
had a lot of great people compete for us and it says
just as much about them as it is about me. I couldn’t
have done it without them.”
Before Feliciano took over, the program was wrapping up a 3-25 regular season in 2010. Feliciano said
that he applied all that he learned in his other head
coaching stop at his alma mater, New Jersey City
University (NJCU), where he won 131 games as the
head coach of both the men and women’s volleyball
program.
There, he learned all the tools of the coaching
trade and learned how to best utilize his players.
“NJCU is a good place,” Feliciano said. “Being
in an urban city such as Jersey City, you have some
trouble recruiting, especially for a first-time coach. I
also learned how to use my players to their strengths
and being able to find the best game plan for an
opponent.”
After spending time as an assistant in Fordham’s
coaching staff, Feliciano landed a phone interview
with Rider’s Associate Athletic Director Karin Torchia
and got the job.
When he was named the Broncs’ head coach for
the 2011 season, the Broncs only improved a slight
bit in the wins column, only winning five games that
season.

But the program has continued to rise. The team
more than doubled its win total in Feliciano’s second
season and finished the 2013 season with a winning
record, representing a 12-win improvement from
2010. This past season, the Broncs started with a 7-0
MAAC record and finished with 11 MAAC wins, the
highest total in the five years that Feliciano had been
at the helm as head coach.
Feliciano’s first year, though, was not a pleasant
one. The team only won five games in 2011, with only
three of those wins coming from conference play.
“Rebuilding was tough,” Feliciano said. “I had to
get these players to buy in and, credit to them, they
have, and that’s why we have been having success
now.”
As one of the upperclassmen on this year’s team,
junior libero Emma Aldaya witnessed first-hand how
much the team had improved in the last few years.
“This program has grown a lot during my time
at Rider,” Aldaya said. “We were rebuilding a team
that was once 5-25, and now our team is easily one
of the top competitors in the MAAC. Every player
who has committed and contributed to our team since
has done so much, from not only winning conference
matches, but to greatly improving the team atmosphere on and off the court.”
Aldaya said that Feliciano has made a drastic
improvement in the program and turned it into an
environment where players work hard every day in
practice and in games.
“Coach Feliciano has improved our program a lot
over the past few years, really creating a strong and
competitive learning environment within the team on
and off the court,” Aldaya said. “He is invested in not
only our success as student athletes, but also as young
women in the classroom and workplace. I enjoy coming to practice each day and learning from coach to
become a better player and teammate.”
Progress in the program has been visible for
a while. Rider defeated Siena, the 2014 MAAC
Champions, last season en route to the best conference
season in Feliciano’s tenure as head coach. After the

win, Feliciano stormed the court and lifted an assistant
coach in pure jubilation. That season saw the Broncs
qualify to the MAAC Championship tournament for
the first time since the 2004 season.
That season was not the end. It was simply the next
step into making the Broncs a successful volleyball
program.
One thing that Feliciano has his team do is bring
one item to road trips that would make them feel
comfortable. He said that it is a way for the players to
have a little piece of home with them and keeps them
at peace. Feliciano keeps photos of his mom and his
girlfriend in his coaching portfolio at all times.
“One of the things that I want the players to feel is
at home, whether we’re at home or taking a road trip
through Buffalo,” Feliciano said. “These players have
bought into the program and it’s really created a family type of environment here and I can’t give enough
credit to our seniors and upperclassmen for helping
achieve that goal.”
Under Feliciano’s tutelage, several Broncs achieved
personal career milestones. The 2015 season was a big
example as Aldaya recorded her 1,000th career assist,
senior Kaitlyn Griffin recorded career point 1,000 and
junior Veronica Koval recorded career assist 1,000.
Feliciano said that he is grateful to have worked
with so many people and taught him so many things
about coaching and the sport of volleyball.
“Going from a player to being a coach, I’ve had
the opportunity to work alongside so many people
and had great mentors to help me become the kind of
coach and person that I am today,” Feliciano said.
The 200th win for Feliciano was not the end goal
for the program, nor has the team hit its plateau, he
believes. This season, the team is 0-2 in conference
play, but he said that he expects his team to be back in
the postseason this year.
“We want to finish at least fourth [in the regular
season] this year,” Feliciano said. “I think we’re good
enough to make it. Our objective is to improve our
standing.”

