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8-day showcase for 7th inauguration

A

By Alexis Schulz
MEDALLION has been cast, volunteers have been picked and
the people are signing up as
Rider’s seventh president awaits
his inaugural celebration on April 8 in
Alumni Gym.
The inauguration ceremony,
according to Beverly Braddock, special
events and projects manager, will
culminate a week full of Rider
excellence.
“We’ve had seven presidents in 150 years,” she
said. “Those numbers are
amazing. We’ll get good
press coverage with this, so

it’s a great way to show off Rider to
the external community. It’s really a
nice moment to position and brand the
university more.”
About 400 students, staff and community members are already signed up
for the celebration that will include an
installation ceremony taking place at
2:30 p.m. According to Braddock,
the ceremony itself will be held
in Alumni Gym and the
Student Recreation Center
will be used for lining up
the procession.
“We’ll use the Alumni
Gym — it has a stage and
we’re using seating on the

floor for this,” she said. “The procession will come in from the back and go
up to the front. There is an admittedstudent day the next day; they expect
1,200 people and we are sharing the
space set up with them. We’ve been
working closely with what’s going to be
taking place on Friday [April 8] with
what’s taking place on Saturday [April
9], as far as production and the AV and
chairs.”
Braddock said everyone should be
seated by 2:15 p.m. for the ceremony
to start promptly. The event will be 90
minutes in length with a reception to
follow in the SRC.
“So on the SRC courts while that’s
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Picking up chicks

T

By Devlynn Deitrick and Shanna O’Mara
HE sun

beamed down on the
Campus Green, while <PM
Bronc played the latest hits at the
Eggcellent Egg Hunt on March
23. Some students came to compete
while others came for the cuddly
creatures.
With help from dedicated students and sponsors, including Barnes
& Noble at the Rider University
Bookstore, Aramark and Rider dining
services as well as Gretalia Hospitality
Group, the Eggcellent Egg Hunt
attracted hundreds of people to the
Campus Mall.
“This is something we’ve always
wanted to do, and as the station grows,
we can host these bigger events with
help from our sponsors,” said John
Mozes, general manager of the radio

station. “They believe in the idea, and
we’re able to put it together. We didn’t
know what to expect, but I think it was
a hit.”
Deana Reed, store manager of the
bookstore, helped Mozes coordinate
the hunt, marketing the event to gain
exposure.
“It was great for students,” said
Marccia Pignaloso, general merchandise manager at the bookstore. “We
had so many kids come out. It was one
of our best events, and we love doing
things that bring the students out and
make them feel like part of the community. That’s one of our big goals:
to be part of the Rider community
on campus, not just the bookstore.
Deanna Reed really loved working
with John
SEE STUDENTS
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A Rider legacy
blooms in marsh

F

By Lauren Lavelle

Sophomore English
major John Modica
cuddles a baby chicken at
the Eggcellent Egg Hunt
on March 23.

all going on, there will be some flipping going on to make sure it is all set
up for the reception,” she said. “We’re
working with Aramark and they are
sponsoring the costs of the reception.
It will be some good food, appetizers and desserts. We will be enhancing the Westminster shuttle schedule.
[Westminster staff and students] can
take the shuttle back and forth, and it
will be running the entire day, including
into the evening.”
After the reception, the evening is
more student-focused, according to
Braddock.
SEE RIDER
There will be a
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ALLEN leaves

crunch and birds
whistle as the sound of bustling
traffic is almost replaced by the
bliss of rushing waters and the
slight whispers of wildlife. But if you
raise your eyes, you still see insults to this
landscape: power lines, a PSEG plant
with tall smokestacks, elevated interstate
highways.
As retired Rider biology professor
Mary Leck guides a group through
mazes of trees and colorful landscapes,
her prominent walking stick in hand,
she explains the significance of the
improbable preservation of this area six
miles from the Lawrenceville campus.
“The Abbott Marshlands provides us
with many services, including purifying
water by removing fertilizers and other
materials, groundwater recharge, wildlife habitat, flood control, recreation
opportunities like fishing and canoeing,
and for human aesthetic considerations
— peaceful connecting space with
nature,” said Leck. “Green, birdsong
and water, after all, can reduce stress.”
Despite the beautiful natural scenery, the Abbott Marshlands is hemmed
in by technology and traffic. That the
under-appreciated 3,000 acres has been
preserved at all seems a miracle.
Rider has played a supporting role
in the preservation since the 1970s.
“Drs. Robert Simpson and Dennis
Whigham, colleagues at Rider, began
ecological studies in 1973 of water
quality and plant productivity,” said
Leck. “These and other studies helped
us understand the ecology of tidal
freshwater wetlands, such as the Abbott
Marshlands, and helped bring attention to their importance. These studies
inform what the nature center teaches
students of all ages.”
Leck, a botanist, today serves as a

member of the Friends for the Abbott
Marshlands and leads student cleanups,
including one in the fall of 2014 by a
biology class.
An avid nature lover since early
childhood, she remains dedicated to
her passion and provides hikers with
endless knowledge as she treks down
to Spring Lake to examine rare plant
specimens.
“I am particularly fond of the areas
where there is a remarkable progression of plant growth beginning in late
March,” said Leck. “Seedings, my
special ‘friends,’ appear as if by magic
in the tidal mud that may be covered
by plants 10 or more feet tall by the
end of August. The particularly tall
ones include wild rice, giant ragweed
and water hemp. The ebb and flow of
the tides make for dynamic and diverse
plant communities.”
She notes that habitat disturbances
were caused by structures built at the
marsh.
“These include the D&R Canal and
railroad, as well as the high-tension
tower footings, a gas pipeline, a landfill
dumping and most recently the highway complex. The canal and railroad
altered the flow of water across the
landscape to a single entry/exit point
via Crosswicks Creek at Bordentown.”
These issues have caused the growth
of certain plants that can potentially
harm the overall ecosystem.
“Currently, disturbances have provided places where an invasive form of
Phragmites australis has become dominant, significantly reducing the richness
of plant communities,” she said.
Regardless of the current physical state of the marshlands, Leck still
stresses the
SEE MARSHLAND
history of the
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SECURITY BRIEFS

A windy situation

Nature didn’t just call,
she howled. On March 18
at 12:40 a.m., Public Safety
patrolling the buildings
around the outer field near
the baseball field noticed a
Porta Potty and a shed had
fallen on their sides. No
foul play was suspected
and the incident was
attributed to the heavy
winds on March 17.

Too hot to handle

Does anyone else
smell burning T-shirts?
On March 25 at 4:50 p.m.,
officers responded to an
activated fire alarm in Hill
Hall. Public Safety entered
the basement laundry
room and saw smoke coming from washing machine
no. 5. The machine was
promptly turned off and
unplugged. Facilities management was notified and
an out-of-order sign was
placed on the machine.

March 30, 2016

What’s the dirt Rider’s new lawyer: Friend of the court
on the dirt?
after the new year, Rider welcomed attorney Mark A.

J

By Claire Dalzon

H

AVE YOU SEEN THE shrub-

bery in front of the
library? Not part of the
inauguration celebration, the total cost of the Rider
greenery is $40,000, funded
by SGA and savings from the
snow budget removal, according to Mike Reca, associate
vice president of facilities and
auxilary services.
“We are always looking to
improve the campus aesthetic
wherever we can,” he said.

UST A FEW DAYS

Solomon as the new general counsel and associate vice president for
legal affairs.
After former campus lawyer Mike Spicer announced his retirement
last semester, the university immediately started a search, looking into law
firms around the area. The search team reached out to Solomon, who was a
long-time private-practice attorney at the firm Pepper Hamilton, and even
represented Rider on previous occasions.
“I knew Rider. Rider knew me,” said Solomon.
The in-house general counsel handles most legal matters, including
contracts dealing with travel abroad, business, internships, the university’s
hosted events and risk management.
“I love Rider, I think it’s a great place,” said Solomon. “I have a behind-thescenes role helping all of the staff and administrators do their job helping
students. I help enable and provide quality education and opportunities.”

P

By Neil Rasbury
ENNIES were

positive, dollars sabotage in the Student Government
Association’s first Penny Wars, and
the seniors took the prize.
Students deposited pennies in their
class jars to earn positive points or
deposited all other cash counts into
other class jars for negative points. All
money raised benefitted the respective
class’ gift fund.
Senior Tara Roach, the SGA alumni
affairs team leader, said the creation of
the Penny Wars will improve student
involvement with their class gifts.
She hopes it will be a new Rider
tradition.
“I oversee the class presidents, and
they really wanted to start funding
things for the class gift starting freshman year,” Roach said. “This idea
actually came about in November. We
wanted to try doing it in November
but then we were trying to think of a
cool enough prize. Usually, how me
and Andrea [Jarvis, Rider’s Annual
Giving Assistant Director] work is we’re
usually sitting in an office and I’m like,
‘We should try this.’ I mentioned Penny
Wars, and she got really excited.”
The award that students were competing for was an opportunity to sign
their names in the Rider pub, like many
of the alums before them.
“I think it will help inspire students
to donate,” said Roach. “You get to

carve your name into the pub. Since
the wall is filled with alumni and all
their names, we don’t want to get rid of
their tradition and their legacy. So we
talked to Dean [of Students Anthony]
Campbell and we got a table to carve
our names on. Ideally we’d like to put it
on the ceiling, but we might just think of
another place to put it.”
Nicole Smith, music studies major
and graduating senior who “has been
waiting like four years,” was extremely
excited to have the opportunity to leave
her mark.
Students had the option of donating
in various locations around campus,
like Daly’s Dining Hall, Cranberry’s,
The Rider Bookstore, The SRC Atrium
and even at the Eggcellent Egg Hunt.
Co-creator Jarvis oversaw the student volunteers who were scheduled for
every shift and made sure the results
were tallied before she ventured off to
the next location. If students wondered
about their current standing in the
game or where to donate, they were
notified after every shift through email,
Facebook notifications from the Annual
Fund and Rider’s new social media
tool, Collegiate Link.
Jarvis said that even though the
main goal of the game is to sabotage
the other class, there are other incentives as well.
“If a student makes a donation
of five dollars or more, they will be

Courtesy of Tara Roach

Classes battle, sabotage in Penny Wars

Senior Tara Roach stands guard over each grade level’s pennies in Daly Dining Hall on March 23.
recognized in the Honor Roll of
Donors, and all the money goes to the
class gift,” said Jarvis.
According to Jarvis, class gifts have
helped sponsor many improvements
on campus, such as the kiosk in front
of the Bart Luedeke Center and the
Rider Rock that students touch on their
graduation from Rider.
While Roach may be graduating
this semester, she has helped create
a way for students to donate in a fun
and competitive manner, that is now
cemented in the SGA bylaws. Roach
believes, if this campaign is successful, students will have another chance

in the fall semester after Thanksgiving
break to try to win the prize. However,
it has been confirmed that this event
will proceed next spring semester.
Roach says that because of Jarvis’ dedication, the competition will be hopefully
going on for the “next couple of years.”
Jarvis announced that the Class
of 2016 was successful in collecting
the most money by the end of the
campaign.
Roach hopes that the students will
feel a sense of camaraderie during this
competition and that students will continue to donate to Rider in the future.

Group challenges students: Real men aren’t violent

T

By Robert Leitner

HE connection between stereotypical ideas of
masculinity and violence, showing that men are
the highest perpetrators of violent crimes, was the
subject of Masculinity Mayhem, an event held by
The Men’s Project in the Fireside Lounge on March 9.
The Men’s Project is looking to develop a group
of men on campus of high moral character who
understand the relationship between masculinity and
violence. Senior sociology major Joshua Bonaparte is
trying to start The Men’s Project on campus to advocate against sexual assault, domestic abuse and other
forms of violence.
“Males confront messages [from society] encouraging them to disconnect from their emotions,
devalue authentic relationships, objectify and degrade
women, and resolve conflicts through violence,” said
Bonaparte. “The way the group plans to advocate
against these actions is through education and creating
a dialogue about these subjects rather than being a
silent bystander.”
In order to discuss how masculinity can be associated with violence, people should know what masculinity is, Bonaparte explained.
“Webster defines masculinity as having qualities
appropriate to or usually associated with a man,” said
Bonaparte. “Now, what exactly would you say some of
those qualities are?”

Students at the event answered with: strong,
aggressive, protective and athletic. Bonaparte welcomed these answers because they were all a part of
the “Man Box” — a theoretical box of stereotypical
manly traits, with characteristics that are not considered masculine on the outside.
“These [traits] are a perceived notion based off of
how we are socialized, and it gives us an understanding of what the dominant ideology of masculinity is,”
said Bonaparte. “In the community today, if you don’t
fit in this box as a man, then you get ostracized and
called certain names that are outside of the box. This
is an example of socialization.”
Bonaparte defined socialization as a process where
an individual acquires an identity, and then learns the
norms, values, behaviors and social skills relative to
that social position. The social position that was the
most important to this discussion was gender.
Bonaparte cited studies showing that this type of
masculinity can lead to more violence.
In order to challenge these negative messages and
to make progress in changing the idea of masculinity, Bonaparte stressed the importance of advocating
this topic. Susan Stahley, substance abuse and sexual
assault prevention coordinator, also urged the importance of this conversation.
“A majority of the abuse, whether physical violence or sexual assault, the perpetrator is a man,”

said Stahley. “Men can help decrease violence, by
getting involved, and talking to their peers, by coming together and saying, ‘This is not the culture that
we want on our campus, and we as men want to step
up to make our campus a safer place for women to be
on.’”
Junior behaviorial neuroscience major Kevin
Munoz, who attended the event, also sounded off on
the impact violence has on men.
“The Men’s Project is an exceptional idea that
focuses on changing and challenging the current stereotypes of men in order to reduce violence inflicted
by men to not just women, but to other men as well,”
said Munoz. “In our day and age, men have to face
many societal pressures that are introduced to boys at
a very young age. The media plays a very big role in
portraying how men should act.”
The Men’s Project’s plan is to create a noticeable
campus presence through holding events that educate
students on masculinity and violence, and sparking
dialogue and conversations about the issues of violence and gender stereotypes.
“The only way we can make a change is by challenging the dominant ideology,” said Bonaparte. “This
is a social issue, and I challenge every one of you to go
out and face it head on.”
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By Gianluca D’Elia
AWRENCE Police

charged into North Hall with rubber guns in search of a gunman during an active
shooter response exercise held on March 22.
Although it was only a drill, Public Safety
and Lawrence Police made it as realistic as possible,
holding the drill in a central location on campus while
students were walking to and from classes.
While Public Safety set a perimeter around North
Hall and directed traffic, the police responded to enter
the building, neutralize the shooter and assist with
evacuation, said Public Safety Director Vickie Weaver.
The emergency response went “exceedingly well,”
according to Weaver. All responders worked together,
arrived at and entered North Hall in a timely fashion
and were focused on the exercise and the opportunity
it presented to further hone their skills.
The authenticity of the drill was enhanced by
student volunteers from the Student Government
Association who participated in the drill by representing the victims. Some fled the building while others
barricaded themselves in a classroom.
“Without a doubt, having the students participating in this drill made a huge and positive difference
on many levels,” Weaver said. “The students brought
realism to the exercise as they had to determine in
the heat of the moment whether to ‘get out’ or ‘hide
out.’”
Weaver said the SGA Senate had previously
reached out to Public Safety asking to be part of
an active shooter exercise. SGA also requested for
Lawrence Police to participate.
“It was pretty intense,” said junior psychology
major Chris Abdallah, an SGA senator who volunteered in the exercise. “Even though it was fake, seeing
the police with rubber guns and hearing everyone
shouting commands was a little intimidating.”

Weaver said the drill was designed to test the
readiness of the responders, the effectiveness of the
training materials such as the “Shots Fired” video,
and the quality of the communications system. It
also allowed for observation from building marshals,
floor monitors, the Lawrence Township Office of
Emergency Management and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA). As part of the test
on the communications system, the entire campus
received both a pre-recorded phone call from the
university and a Rider Alert text message.
Abdallah said there were two drills, one in which
the shooter attempted to enter the classroom, and
another where the shooter did not approach the room.
The second drill served the purpose of escorting students out of the building after the shooter was found
and taken away by police.
As one of the students who fled the building for
part of the exercise, Abdallah said officers pointed the
rubber guns and demanded students keep their hands
up as they exited the building.
The rest of the SGA participants who stayed in
the classroom barricaded themselves in the room with
tables and chairs. They also adopted techniques from
the active shooter training video all the participants
had to watch, such as keeping themselves spread out
instead of huddling close together.
Since doors in North Hall open outward into the
hallway, Abdallah said the barricade of desks and
chairs was not sufficient enough to keep the shooter
out, so one student removed his belt and hooked it
around the door handle to hold it shut.
“After taking the training course, I feel far more
prepared if I were ever to be in a real situation like
this,” Abdallah said. “The drill was really cool. Rather
than just reacting to a situation, it’s good to have a
solid action plan. You’re ready and you know what

Emily Kelley/The Rider News

Neutralizing North Hall: This is just an exercise

Students hide under desks and chairs during an active shooter
response exercise in North Hall on March 22.
you should be doing.”
In 2015, there were 23 shootings on college campuses, according to Time magazine. The most deadly
was the Oct. 1 shooting at Umpqua Community
College that took the lives of nine students.
“We have to plan for all types of emergencies
that could happen on a college or university campus,” Weaver said. “It’s called taking an All Hazards
Approach. We have to recognize that things that happen past our campus borders could also happen within
our borders.”

SUMMER AND WINTER SESSIONS
AT TCNJ

SESSION 1: MAY 23–JUNE 10, 2016
SESSION 2: JUNE 13–JULY 14, 2016
SESSION 3: JULY 18–AUGUST 18, 2016
Travel, blended, and online courses may begin sooner.

summer@tcnj.edu
http://www.tcnj.edu/intersession
Check for winter courses, too.
On campus, blended, online, and travel.
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Watson Coleman ‘bringing diverse perspectives’

U

By Gianluca D’Elia

.S. Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12) is tired of being “first.”
In honor of Women’s History
Month, she discussed her experiences as a legislator in Washington with
students and the Rebovich Institute of
New Jersey Politics on March 10.
“One of the most striking things
about women and minorities in politics,
even today, is that our communities are
still wowed by the fact that we’re the
‘first’ or the ‘only,’” she said.
Representing New Jersey’s 12th
congressional district, she is the first
African-American woman to represent the state. Watson Coleman said
she is also currently the only woman
representing New Jersey, Delaware and
Pennsylvania in Congress.
Currently in her first term in
Congress, she previously served eight
consecutive terms in the New Jersey
General Assembly.
Though she is tired of “being introduced as the ‘first this, first that,’” Watson
Coleman said being a black woman has
influenced her thoughts on policy.
“I am passionate about bringing
diverse perspectives to every level of
government,” she said. “I don’t want to
be the only black woman at the table.”

In the House of Representatives,
Watson Coleman has been spending
her first term advocating for progressive causes and fighting to advance the
rights of minority groups.
“There are many discussions that
can’t happen when [minorities] are not
in the room,” she said.
Most recently, Watson Coleman
announced on March 22 the formation
of the Congressional Caucus on Black
Women and Girls, which seeks to “eliminate the significant barriers and disparities experienced by black women,”
according to Politicker N.J.
Petra Gaskins, ’15, is a congressional
staff member for Coleman and said she
enjoys impacting those around her.
“Every day I’m helping people during the roughest times of their lives,”
she said. “Whether I’m fighting for a
claim filed by a veteran, helping someone afford health insurance or comforting someone trying to locate a loved
one abroad, I’m making a difference.
Plus I get to represent Rider and the
perspective of college students.”
Reflecting on her experiences as
a grandmother, Watson Coleman
said she wants a better future for her
grandchildren.
“I want my granddaughter not to

doubt herself in any way,” she said. “I
don’t want her to doubt that she will be
chosen for any opportunity for reasons
other than her skills and character.”
The congresswoman told students
she had a “litany” of issues she wants
Congress to address, ranging from
Social Security and affordable health
care to anti-discrimination laws for
LGBT citizens and universal pre-K.
Watson Coleman called for a
“smarter” approach to criminal justice,
in which those who are incarcerated
can “come out as whole citizens.”
As presidential elections approach,
she also wants to reauthorize the Voting
Rights Act, which overcame legal obstacles that prevented African Americans
from voting under the 15th Amendment.
When Watson Coleman spoke about
the presidential election, she said she
felt sensitive to the criticism Democratic
candidate Hillary Clinton was receiving.
“A lot of it would not be something
she’d have to endure if it were not
for the fact that she’s a woman,” she
remarked. “I think it’s particularly
interesting that Hillary Clinton is considered the ‘establishment’ candidate.
When I look back at history, I haven’t
seen one woman elected president.”
Watson Coleman said right now

is a rewarding yet difficult time to be
involved in government on both a state
and federal level.
“We know what’s happening in New
Jersey and it’s not the only state, but a
state that has Chris Christie as governor
is just a little more unique,” she joked.
Nina Catrambone, a sophomore
international business major who introduced Watson Coleman, said she felt
empowered by the congresswoman’s
public service.
“The drive she has to better the
community she serves and beyond
makes me proud to say she represents
my state,” Catrambone said.
“Unless we, as a community of
many are willing to support one
another and lift up those who are most
vulnerable, then none of us is ever
free,” Watson Coleman said. “Because
if it’s not you today, it could be you
tomorrow.
“When you look at the direction this
[presidential] debate is headed in, you
can tell some people don’t have a clue.
Some people have greater hate than
love in pursuing their desire to lead this
country. But I know us to be better than
that. I know at the end of the day, we
will see our way and we will do what is
right for America.”

Rider community to kick off full week of celebration

Cont’d from P. 1

with live music and food trucks on the campus green.
“The installation ceremony is just part of the inauguration,” Braddock said. “The inauguration is really
the celebration of the whole thing, we’ve planned this
weeklong celebration schedule because it’s a celebration
of Rider excellence. The installation ceremony is the formal, public announcement of a new university president,
but that’s just part of what an inauguration really is.
“So the whole thing is really focusing on Rider. A
little nod to the history of where we’ve been, all the
great things that are going on now, that’s what we
really designed the week to showcase. Rider excellence,
whether it’s academic or athletic or the performing arts,
the schedule has a good mix of all of that. We looked at
what goes on annually anyway and then worked ahead
to schedule it so we built that excellence program into
the one week. All of these things are open to the public
and an inauguration is a big deal.”
Attendees of the event include faculty and chairpersons, external guests, business partners, local politicians,
alumni and students. An interesting aspect of the celebration, according to Braddock, is the inclusion of other
colleges and universities being represented by delegates
or Rider staff members supporting their alma maters.
“We have over 50 delegates coming, either presidents from other universities or, if they cannot attend,
they ask a representative to come,” she said. “It might
be their provost or one of their vice presidents, or

sometimes they look to the head of their alumni association. If it’s from out of the area, like we have Yale
being represented, they’ll ask someone locally to come.
We’re very excited that we’ve got 50 so far.
“If an institution has replied that they cannot send
a delegate, because of scheduling conflicts or whatever, we ask staff if they would like to represent their
alma mater. Once the institution declines, if we have
a staff member that went to that institution, they can
represent them. That’s something interesting that we
also did at President Rozanski’s inauguration as well.
We have about a dozen staff people who are representing their alma mater.”
As for the procession, it will consist of board of
trustees members, cabinet members, alumni representation, student representation and Andrew
J. Rider scholars representing each college.
“We’ve reached out to students to be
greeters, ushers and volunteers so we
know that group too will be there to
watch the ceremony,” said
Braddock. “It’s an
important academic ceremony
so there is a lot
of pomp and
circumstance,
protocol and tradition
during the inauguration ceremony. You have a whole

procession party of people robed in their academic
regalia.”
President Gregory Dell’Omo addressed inauguration concerns in an email to faculty and staff on March
29 stating that the costs of the installation ceremony are
about $25,000. Other activity costs for the week were
also lined out in the email, including the Rider Rock
Fest which will cost $25,000.
The president encouraged the community to attend the ceremony and
the weeklong events.
“I believe by celebrating
the very best

of Rider at this historic time, and inviting others to
celebrate with us, we will enhance the public perception of our instiution and set the stage for the next
chapter of our bright future,” he said. “It is also my
hope that we all will be able to participate in this
exciting week of activities, including the inauguration
ceremony itself.”

Students snatch eggs as organizations hatch new events
Cont’d from P. 1

partnering with the radio station. We had a really great time. All of our employees
went out and loved it.”
Students snapped plenty of photos for Instagram at the bunny photo booth,
while others enjoyed the frosty Italian ice on a warm spring day. The bunny and
chick petting station was bustling with students eager to hold the baby animals.
“As soon as I saw bunnies, I was in,” said junior criminal justice major Nicole
Martignetti.
The main event, the egg hunt, sparked some friendly rivalry amongst competitors. With hundreds of prizes, the pastel eggs were scattered around the campus
mall when students began to hunt.
“An egg hunt is one of the first sure signs of spring,” Mozes said. “I think what
the egg hunt does is it brings back everyone’s childhood. Everyone can be a kid
again — wear shorts, play outside. I think we created that atmosphere today with
the beautiful day we had at the Eggcellent Egg Hunt. I just think spring, bunnies,
chicks, eggs, prizes — that makes you think, ‘OK, here we go. Winter is gone.’”
Freshman political science major Shelby Habermehl won seven prizes. From
Bronc Bucks, to giftcards from Buffalo Wild Wings and PJ’s Pancake ouse, she left

with a pocketful of rewards. She also shared her secret to success. “I just picked the
ones that I liked the colors of.”
Senior human resource management major Sandra DiGrazio wasn’t as successful; however, she did say, “I got my little big book of savings, so I still feel like a
winner.”
Members from the station began planning months ago and set-up for the event
started around 5:30 a.m. that day. Their efforts did not go unnoticed.
“It was very cool and something different,” said junior communications studies
major Brionna Hawkins. “I definitely think this event was a success.”
Mozes said the significance of the event was not only to entertain students but
also to gain positive press for the university and to prepare students from the station
for their futures in the media industry.
“This is important to the station because it teaches our kids how to run, market
and brand an event,” he said. “I think it’s important to the university because today
we had tour groups going through. So these groups saw 6,000 eggs outside, and
500 or so students running around outside like mad people. It just looks like it’s fun,
so it’s important to them. It’s important to the student so they know we’re studentcentered and have their educational and social experience in mind.”
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ASIAN STUDENTS AT RIDER PRESENT

ASIAN
HERITAGE
MONTH
2016

HOLI

ASHA

Tuesday, April 12
10SP-12DP
BLC Pub

Friday, April 22
2SP-3SP
Residential Quad

Friday, April 29
5SP-7SP
BLC Theater

Are you an avid singer? Do you
love singing in the shower? Do you
LOVE karaoke? Then come to ASAR's
semi-annual Karaoke Night That’s
right ASAR is bringing back Karaoke
Night once more by popular demand.
Enjoy a relaxed environment in the
company of friends. Whether you love
to rock out, listen to some country or
sing an international song, you're
guaranteed to have loads of fun
Grab the mic, take the stage and
rock out with us in the BLC PUB on
April 12 at 10pm.

ASAR's celebrating the arrival of
spring in an Indian Fashion. Similar to the
popular Color Run, Holi also known as The
Festival of Colors will be held on the
Residential Quad (Outside of Gee Hall) on
April 22 at 2SP. Every year, Holi is
celebrated to commemorate the triumph
of good (summer) over evil (winter) by
throwing vibrant colors at one another
that represent the blooming of nature.
This is definitely an event that you don't
want to miss Wear some white if you
really want to have the full experience.
Get there early to grab some freebies
Don’t forget, Friday, April 22 at 2SP on
the Residential Quad, see you then

ASHA means “hope” in the Hindi
language. Every year, ASAR holds ASHA
as a charity event where proceeds go
to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
Each monetary donation gives hope in
finding a cure to save the precious lives
of children across the nation. Our
annual showcase LVFRPSRVHGRI Rider’s
very own talented students including a
variety of performances ranging from
dancing to singing. ASAR is bringing
back our popular gift auction where
all proceeds go to St. Jude’s. Join us
on April 29 in the Yvonne Theater at 5PM
for an evening of fun Doors open at
4:30SP.

ASIAN GAME NIGHT

KARAOKE NIGHT

Wednesday, April 6
9:45SP-11SP
North Hall, Room 129
Games have been a large part of
our society for centuries. In every culture,
in every corner of this world, some sort of
game exists. We use games as a means
to spend time with our family, friends and
loved ones. ASAR invites you to join us for
a chance to play many cultural games
from all over Asia. Bring some friends to
join in on the fun See you on April 6
in North Hall, Room 129

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Connie Au, President - aucon@rider.edu

OFFICE OF
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS
Unity + Diversity = University

april
2016

Partially Funded by: MSAF (Mandatory Student Activity Fee)

Funded by:
MSAF (Mandatory Student Activity Fee)

KARISMA
RIVERA
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
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An unusual stage, modern take on a classical play
will be able to be a part of
the rare production of Gallathea, a 16th-century play that blurs the line between the stage
and the viewers.
This production will also be authentic, as director
Ivan Fuller is one of the few people who was previously a part of a professional production.
“When we did it, it was only the third production
anyone has a record of since the 1500s,” said Fuller.
“It was really rare 15 years ago, but there have been
productions since. People have rediscovered it and
realized how much fun it is.”
Senior musical theater major Sarah Catherine
Carter, who plays Venus, the Roman goddess of
love, caught on to the play’s buzz.
“I really love classical theater,” Carter said.
“Having the chance to do something that isn’t
Shakespeare but is from the same era and a little
more unique — there haven’t been that many
productions of it around the world, it’s not as well
known — is really exciting.”
The story focuses on two girls whose fathers dress
them as boys and send them away to save them from
their village’s annual virginal sacrifice to the god
Neptune. In the process, the two fall in love, each
thinking the other is male. One of the play’s messages is about being true to oneself.
“[Gallathea] is also about trying to be someone
you’re not and how you shouldn’t fight who you
are,” Fuller said. “The girls are pretending to be
boys, and they realize that doesn’t work.”
Carter agreed, adding that the play is relatable
to audiences because “it’s about confused identities
and about jealousy.”
Fuller explained Gallathea is different from many
previous Rider productions because it will be performed in an unusual and intimate setting — the
Pub.

“I have done productions of this style for the
past 15, 20 years,” said Fuller. “I used to run a
Shakespeare company that did productions this way,
stripped down, in a place like the Pub with audience
on all sides.”
Interaction is key to bringing the play to life.
“It’s about the relationship between the actors
and the audience and the text, and having fun
together, instead of sitting in the dark and [the audience] is removed from it,” said Fuller. “You’re not
removed in these productions.”
Carter agreed, saying Gallathea is “not the kind of
play where you can sit back, relax and zone out.”
“The audience is right there with us, and we’re in
the audience too,” said Carter. “It’s really exciting
because it’s very different in that it is a holistic experience with the audience. We’re going to be coming
up to [the audience] and touching and joking with
people. So it’s a really fun and engaging classical
theater experience.”
Many productions indulge the audience in taking
them away from their day-to-day lives so they can
observe a different one. Gallathea is about the actors
immersing the audience into the play’s atmosphere.
“Most of our productions are about creating a
world of the play that’s up on stage, and the audience is in a different world,” Fuller said. “But this
play is about sharing that world. So the audience is
directly involved; they get dragged up on stage, they
get talked to, played with. It’s very interactive.”
Achieving such an interactive relationship with
the audience required the actors connecting with
each other. Carter explained how warm-up games
helped bring them together.
“We always start with warm-up games and
always connect with each other even before we start
to work in the scenes,” she said. “We’re all working
together and establish a fun environment before we
even start creating the scenes.”

The cast also had its work cut out to make a classical play reach a contemporary audience.
“[Part of the] challenge is the language,” said
Fuller. “We’re not used to speaking in these kinds
of words, these kinds of sentence structures, and
so we’re finding a way to make it sound natural
and contemporary. The play looks contemporary
because we’re using contemporary costumes, it just
doesn’t sound that way all the time.”
Carter said that audience members can look for
some silliness from Gallathea.
“They can expect the unexpected,” she said.
“There are a lot of secrets that I can’t talk about
that are going to be pretty fun.”

D’Arcy Green and Darin Earl share a momemnt together in Gallathea.

A beaver dam sits in the calming waters as electrical power lines surge in the background. The Abbott Marshlands provides the surrounding
community with many benefits, purifying the nearby water, providing wildlife habitats, controlling floods and offering recreational activities.

Preserved, but not out of the woods yet
cont. from p.1

The cast of Gallathea performing in the Pub for a different kind of production where the audience and actors intermingle throughout the show.

Relay teams turn to the screen

R

groups, and offer a variety of activities including
Zumba, Bingo, Sand Art and the mini-competition
where students will perform a talent and collect donations competing for the Miss and Mr. Relay titles. The
Luminaria Ceremony and Memorial Hour will honor
individuals who have lost their lives to cancer.
In addition, Relay for Life will also feature Pantene
Beautiful Locks, an opportunity for students who have
raised a minimum $100 to donate at least 8 inches of
their hair. Undyed hair is required, and will be made
into a wig given to female cancer patients.
There are several events that are taking place prior to
the actual Relay for Life event, such as Designer Bingo,
and a student vs. faculty basketball game, taking place
March 31 in Alumni Gym. Committee members feel
this will increase fundraising opportunities.
A dinner will be held April 2 to honor individuals
and families who have battled or cared for someone with
cancer. The dinner serves as a celebration of the survivors who inspire all individuals to keep fighting.
Multiple teams have been formed from clubs, Greek
organizations, athletic teams and other student groups.
Relay for Life’s Fundraising committee has created the
option to “sponsor a lap,”
allowing each team to have
a group moment to shine.
“We are off to a great
start on fundraising, especially with the events being
–SAMANDA RODRIGUEZ, SENIOR offered,” said junior public
relations major Samantha
Miller. “Everyone is just
“The best part about being a part of the Relay for
waiting in anticipation for Relay to take place.”
Life committee is being able to come together for such
Relay for Life is planned to wrap up at 5 a.m.
an amazing event” said senior sociology and criminal
Sunday, April 3.
justice major Samanda Rodriguez.
Standard registration will be held at 5 p.m. with early
registration taking place from 10-12 p.m. Relay for Life
will feature performances from various Rider University
By Mary-Lyn Buckley
ELAY for

‘‘

Courtesy of Jessica Hunter

Life returns to Rider for the seventh
consecutive year, bringing tradition, inspiration
and change. Relay for Life is the kick-off event for
President Gregory Dell’Omo’s inauguration. It will
take place April 2-3 in the Student Recreation Center
with a Hollywood-inspired theme, “Lights, Camera,
Action for a CURE.”
All proceeds raised at the event will be donated to the
American Cancer Society, helping professionals participate in cancer-related research. Donations are also
geared toward providing free information and services
to cancer patients and their caregivers. The goal amount
for this year’s Relay for Life is $60,000, according to
Relay for Life: Mission and Advocacy Committee Team
leader Marissa Mancuso.
“We are almost halfway there,” she said. “We came
up with it as a committee, along with the theme. Some
ideas were thrown around and we collectively agreed on
‘Lights, Camera, Action for a CURE.’”
Relay for Life committees consist of: survivor/caregiver, fundraising, recruitment/recognition, entertainment council, Luminaria/ceremonies and decorations.

Kevin Mulryne/ The Rider News

UDIENCE members

Emily Kelley/ The Rider News

A

By Emily Klingman

hopes students remain intersted in all it has to offer. The
state of the marshlands, Leck says its history alone sets
it apart. Human artifacts as much as 13,000 years old
have been found. In order to guide education about this
underrated land, Mercer County’s Tulpehaking Nature
Center was established in 2014, nearly 80 years after the
first preservation efforts.
Located in Hamilton within the Abbott Farm
National Historic Landmark, the nature center primarily
promotes exploration of natural history. One can really
get a feel for the purity of the marshlands simply by setting foot in the small, ranch-style building.
“The Tulpehaking Nature Center is an important
educational resource for local families and schools,” said
Leck. “TNC programs provide many kinds of opportunities, including: learning about the importance of
wetlands and open space through hands-on experiences,
learning about the rich diversity of plants and animals

and learning about the cultural and archaeological
legacy of the area.”
When asked about the future of the Abbott
Marshlands, Leck attempts to stay positive but cannot
help but consider negative aspects.
“With my optimistic hat on: There is now an Abbott
Marshlands Council made up of partners, land owners
and other interested organizations, whose mission it is to
implement the Cooperative Stewardship Plan: Hamilton
– Trenton – Bordentown Marsh – 2010,” said Leck. “It’s
important to have this planning aspect for the future.
“With my not-so-optimistic hat on: I worry that
spread of the invasive genotype of Phragmites Australis
will have significant negative impact by replacing large
areas of diverse plant communities with a much impoverished one. I worry, too, that government will gut the
clean-water legislation that has offered protection since
the 1970s.”

Quality • Value • Location
Two of the Relay for Life co-chairs, Jessica Hunter and Ryleigh Honig, accepting their trophy at the NJ Collegiate Relay for Life
Conference for the top-preforming collegiate event in New Jersey this year.

Discounts on Tuition & Housing
May 16 - June 27 (6 weeks)
May 16 - July 27 (10 weeks)
June 29 - August 10 (6 weeks)
Internships & Independent Studies (12 weeks)

The best part about being a part of the Relay for Life
Committee is being able to come together for such an
amazing event.”

Take at least one class in Atlantic City, Hammonton, Manahawkin or Woodbine
& get THREE COURSES for the PRICE OF TWO!

Classes in:
Galloway • Atlantic City • Hammonton • Manahawkin • Woodbine
- Online & Distance learning courses available -

stockton.edu/summer16
The full Relay for Life committee at their kick-off event this year in the SRC Atrium.

Stockton is an AA/EO institution
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By Samantha Reed

HEN Elvis

Duran and the Morning Show, then
known as the Z Morning Zoo, first aired in
1996, Meghan Korb was only two years
old. Luckily for her, though, the show has
remained on the air throughout her life, inspiring her
love of radio.
This past summer, Korb, a junior public relations
major and digital media minor, landed the internship
of her dreams: working at Elvis Duran and the Morning
Show.
A resident of Upland, Pennsylvania, Korb grew up
listening to Elvis Duran every weekday morning on
Philadelphia’s Q102.
“I’ve always wanted to be on the radio in some
way,” Korb said. When she found out the show was
looking for interns, there was no way she wouldn’t
apply.
Korb isn’t the first Rider student to work with
Elvis Duran. Jake Tuff, ’15, helped Korb apply for the
internship that he held during his senior year at Rider.
Tuff was recently hired by the show doing video
production. Garrett Vogel, ’06, is a producer for the
Morning Show.
Korb is one of 15 Morning Show interns. She is one
of the five radio interns, while the other 10 are spilt
into groups including audio, social media and video
interns. The internship, Korb said, is anything but
ordinary.
Korb takes New Jersey Transit from Rider to New
York City every Monday and Wednesday morning. On
Mondays, she usually takes a 1 a.m. train to be able
to make her 5:30 a.m. call time at the station, while
Wednesdays she needs to be in by 7:30 a.m. She usually gets home from Manhattan around 3 p.m. those
days.
“It’s a whirlwind,” Korb said. “It’s long hours but
it’s totally worth it.”

Responsibilities of the job include pre-production
set up such as answering emails, answering the phone
during the show, getting callers on-air and picking
contest winners, post-production air checks to make
sure all sponsors who purchased airtime received their
spot, sending callers their prizes and even getting to
help organize the “Top Five Songs from Around the
World” segment.
“It’s not so much your normal internship stuff,”
Korb explained. “It really is more of a hands-on
learning experience.”
Korb describes the atmosphere at the station as
relaxed, though filled with many crazy personalities.
She noted how respectful everyone is toward each
other, no matter how big or small their position on the
program.
The interns even have to deal with real world
problems, according to Korb. While working a show
a few weeks ago, a fellow intern had two callers on
hold, both with the same name. Korb’s co-worker
accidentally took the information for the wrong caller,
thinking that was the man who had won the station’s
most recent contest. Korb got to see and experience
firsthand how to solve an issue like that.
Her favorite experience at her internship so far,
though, was when she was able to participate in a segment on-air. Korb was the first of all 15 interns to get
to go live. After she finished, Duran himself congratulated Korb on how well she spoke on-air.
“It was huge for me,” Korb recalled. “I’ve looked
up to him as a role model and as somebody in the
radio industry forever, so it’s just incredible for him to
say that my first time on-air with him and the show, I
spoke clearly and brought something interesting to the
segment that entertained them.”
All Morning Show interns write blog posts for the
show’s website, and Korb’s piece was featured after
her day on-air. The post, titled “An Intro to This Lady

Courtesy of Meghan Korb

Walking on-air: Student lands ‘dream’ internship

Meghan Korb stands with Greg T, a Morning Show DJ. Korb has
been interning at the radio station since the summer.
— Intern Meghan” is available at ElvisDuran.com
under topics and “Intern Blog.”
Korb will be an intern at the show through the end
of the spring semester, though she is currently waiting to hear back on if she can re-apply for another
internship there through the summer as well. Whether
she gets to return or not, Korb won’t be disappointed
either way, as she said this whole experience has been
her dream come true.

Small classes and a committment to teaching and mentoring enable students to build close-working relationships with their professors.

Learn in small classes.
Succeed in big ways.

Ranked by U.S. News
& World Report as one
of the Best Regional
Universities North
category for public
institutions.

Ramapo College offers accelerated part-time graduate degree programs designed to prepare you
for the next step in your career. Ramapo’s graduate programs combine classroom and online study
to allow students to balance their lives and their education.

Ranked as one of the
“Best Bang-for-theBuck Colleges in the
Northeast” by
Washington Monthly.

We offer graduate degrees in:
• Master of Arts in Educational Leadership
• Master of Arts in Special Education
• Master of Science in Educational Technology
• MBA, Master of Business Administration
• MSN, Master of Science in Nursing
• MSW, Master of Social Work

GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE
May 24
5:30-7:00pm

Listed by Kiplinger’s as
one of 100 Best Values
in Public Colleges.

Register at: www.ramapo.edu/grad1
(Click on link under Calendar)

Learn more at:
www.ramapo.edu/grad1 or 201-684-7270
505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ

As a College of
Distinction, Ramapo
attracts and supports
engaged students,
great teaching, a
vibrant community and
successful outcomes.
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Two for one: One lucky graduate can win a sweet ride

T

By Thomas Albano

be one especially happy
senior following Commencement
on May 13. He or she will be
much like the others — cap and
gown on, walking across the stage to
shake President Dell’Omo’s hand and
receive a diploma — but in the other
hand, will be holding the keys to a new
car.
The leasee of the car — a Toyota
Scion iM, courtesy of Team Toyota of
Princeton — will be determined by a
new contest from 107.7 The Bronc.
“It’s going to be something that no
other college radio station, or college
or university that we know of, has done
at Commencement,” General Manager
John Mozes said.
The car giveaway is one of two
things Mozes said he’s always wanted
to do as general manager. The other
was the egg hunt, which was held on
March 23. Mozes hopes to continue the
momentum of success with this contest.
“I had a meeting with Doug Scott,
the marketing director of Team Toyota,
and I said, ‘Hey, I got this crazy idea,’
and he’s like, ‘OK, let’s make it happen,’” he said. “It was just really trying
to find something we could do differently that makes the radio station and
the university stand out.”
Scott said when Mozes came to him
with the idea, he had to figure out a
way to balance the fun and legal aspects
of the giveaway.
“John’s obviously a very motivated
and energetic guy,” Scott said. “I know

Courtesy of John Mozes

HERE will

One senior will walk away with keys to the new Toyota Scion iM, courtesy of Team Toyota of Princeton.
he’s trying to come up with a good idea
to keep things lively over on campus.
[The idea] kind of evolved as we
moved along. We had to figure out how
to keep it all on the level and legal, but
still keep it fun for the students.
“At the dealership, you’re always
approached by people. ‘Can’t you just
give us a car?’ If it only were that easy,
we’d do it more often. But by doing a
two-year lease, they get a new set of
wheels for the first two years out of
school and branch off into the real
world, and it’s just something fun for
everybody to get excited about.”
To enter, students must record a
two-minute video talking about their
experience at Rider and upload it to
107.7 The Bronc’s website. Entries will
be accepted beginning April 4 and closing after May 1. The videos will then
be scored by a panel of judges, who will

include people in the marketing and
video fields, alumni and current members of the Rider community.
The students with the top 12 scoring
videos will then be invited to a ceremony on the Lawrenceville campus, following Commencement. With the car
present, each student will receive one
of 12 keys, but only one student will be
given the key that starts the car. The
student with the highest-scoring video
will have that key, and he or she will be
given a two-year lease for the car.
“We are really looking for great
content on what students think they
received from the university, and even
what they gave back to the university
themselves,” Mozes said. “It could be
somebody shooting a video against a
wall or a tree, but they have just this
great message about their experience at Rider; they could be a winner.

Somebody could have a message and a
slickly produced video and they could
be a winner. But if you don’t have a
strong message, you probably won’t
win.”
Team Toyota of Princeton — which
has been a sponsor for the radio station for about five years — is also no
stranger to the university. Paul Muller,
owner of Team Toyota, along with
his wife and kids, are all Rider graduates. Specifically, it sponsors the show
Sustainable You, which airs Saturdays
at 11 a.m., and 107.7 The Bronc’s
broadcasts of the Commencement
ceremonies.
While the contest hasn’t started
yet, both sides hope that this giveaway
could become an annual thing.
“I look at it as a relationship with
Rider University and The Bronc being a
part of Rider,” Scott said. “Seeing what
The Bronc does on campus, they are a
top-notch radio station in the college
world. Provided this goes well, it would
be neat to try to make it some sort of
tradition.”
According to Mozes, the car will
make its debut to the Rider community
on April 1 at Senior Ball. It will then
make appearances at Relay for Life on
April 2, on the Westminster campus
April 3-8 and on the Lawrenceville
campus for the remaining period while
also sporadically being taken to other
Rider events.

W

By Alexis Schulz
IDE eyes,

gasping breaths,
laughter and gleaming smiles
brightened the Rare Book
Room in Moore Library on
March 11 as family members of William
Cogswell Whitney, co-founder of the
Trenton Business College, learned about
him and the beginnings of Rider.
Chatter, pointing fingers and excitement filled the small room that was
engulfed by the family, as they leaned
over a menagerie of photos, letters,
maps, a diary and other historical information sprawled on a wooden table.
“This is very interesting, wow!” one
family member said.
“You’ll need to grow a beard, then
you’ll look like great-great-great grandfather,” another joked.
The Bryant, Stratton & Co. Trenton
Business College opened on Oct. 2,
1865, under co-founders James Sutphin
Chamberlin and Whitney.
“Whitney supplied funding and oversight to the school, while Chamberlin
was in charge of day-to-day operations,” said Robert Congleton, librarian
and the university’s archivist.
Whitney also had a Newark school
called the Bryant, Stratton & Whitney
Business College. In 1866 he moved
George A. Gaskell, his famous penmanship teacher, to Trenton to bolster the
curriculum taught at the school. At this
same time, Andrew J. Rider went to
Whitney’s Newark school to teach.
“It appears that Rider had skill as a
teacher, for he was one of two Newark

Business College teachers to win an
award in recognition of their teaching late in the spring of 1866,” said
Congleton.
Chamberlin eventually left the
Trenton Business School in March
1866 to buy 50 percent of the Bryant
& Stratton School in Burlington,
Connecticut. In Trenton, Gaskell was
promoted to principal during this time.
“[The promotion] does not seem
to have been agreeable to Henry B.
Bryant, co-owner of the schools as
part of the Bryant & Stratton partnership that co-owned some 46 business
schools,” said Congleton.
Bryant then ordered Rider to
Trenton in June 1866. He became the
school’s third principal, and Gaskell
returned to Whitney’s Newark School
as the school’s leading teacher.
Whitney sold his 50 percent share of
the school in 1866 to Joseph A. Beecher
and took over as principal, replacing
Rider. But Rider remained a teacher at
the school.
Whitney, after he sold his share
of the school, set up a commercial
training school in Tokyo, now called
Hitotsubashi Business School. His wife,
Anna, and daughter, Clara, became
missionaries and eventually his daughter married a Japanese man, Kaji
Umetaro.
As for the Trenton Business College,
in 1868 Rider created a partnership
between himself and Beecher as he
purchased half-interest in the Trenton
Business College. Then, in 1869, Rider

Peter G. Borg/ Rider University

Tracing roots of those
whose family founded Rider

President Gregory Dell’Omo greets the Whitney family in the Rare Book Room on March 11 as the
family learns about their ancestor.
assumed control of the college, though
still not full ownership, when Beecher
moved to Newark. In November 1870,
Beecher sold his share of the school to
William B. Allen, starting the partnership between Rider and Allen. Once
Allen retired in 1881, Rider became
sole owner of the Trenton Business
College.
“Rider started many endowments
and scholarships,” said Congleton.
“That’s part of the reason why the
school is named after him.”
As the family of Whitney passed
around documents, embraced one
another and shared memories, Douglas
Stiffler, great-great-grandchild of
Whitney and associate professor of
history (China, Japan and World) at
Juniata College, said he was amazed by
the information Congleton presented
and was thrilled to find out more

information about his relative.
“He had a real influence on the
development of business education,
international business,” he said. “I am
amazed, really. I’ve always paid attention to the Japanese side of the family.
I’m just kind of astonished.”
As the great and great-great and
great-great-great descendants of
Whitney left the Rare Book Room, they
took with them an understanding of the
founding of Rider and the beginning
steps of a relative who started it all.
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FROM THE EDITOR

F

OUR faculty and three administrators will meet on March 31
to vote on a proposed change
to the Liberal Arts and Sciences
core curriculum. The change would
JM\PMÅZ[\[QOVQÅKIV\ZM^Q[QWVQV\PM
last 35 years, and it would theoretically deepen students’ understanding
of “fundamental” skills — mathematics, speech and writing.
According to the proposal, the
foundation of the core would remain
primarily the same, but it would
add a required oral communication
course and some form of a global
perspective course. The vertical integration aspect of the proposal would
require further practice in fundamental skills by having students take
two additional courses that are writing intensive, one additional course
encouraging quantitative literacy
and a second course that involves
oral communication — all of which
would ideally be satisfied in their
major, minor or even the core.
It’s important to note that these
changes wouldn’t affect current
sophomores, juniors or seniors.
If approved, the phase-in process
would begin in the fall of 2017, thus
affecting the class of 2020.
Here are some of the key points
on each side of the discussion.

PRO: Rider students could
use the extra practice in those
three fundamental areas
The core proposal’s chief merit is
its effort to give students additional
practice in “fundamental” skills
— quantitative, oral and written.
The proposed core will theoretically allow students to practice those
skills. We agree with the committee’s attempt to require students to
gain more experience in those areas
throughout their Rider careers.
Taking just one or two courses
in each of those areas, and then
moving on is not the blueprint for
successful Rider graduates. Ideally,
students would learn how to apply
those skills to their area of study.
PRO: Middle States accreditation has changed, so Rider
needs to develop with it.

Rider’s current core does not
clearly satisfy everything current
higher education accreditation
is looking for. Middle States now
expects students to obtain “technological competence, oral communication and scientific reasoning,”
according to the Assessment
Committee. Several of the proposal’s proponents suggest that when
Rider is evaluated in 2017, it’ll be
able to say that Rider is headed in
the direction that Middle States is
asking for, which should help with
the evaluation.
CON: The core would significantly change major course
offerings
In order for this change to work
and add minimal required credits to
the current core, the design of each
department’s course offerings would
have to change. Each major would
have to offer sections that practice
either math, speech or writing, so
students would be able to double or
triple-dip major courses or elective
courses to satisfy the core.
As with any change, it will come
fraught with unexpected issues that
will need to be worked out.
CON: Rider is just beginning
the strategic planning process
With Rider trying to develop a
strategic plan, some of the proposal’s opponents suggest that if
this change is approved now, it will
need to be modified later. Therefore,
implementing a new core now that
may be changed in the future is not
the best idea.
The bottom line is the 35-yearold core should change because the
world has evolved a lot since the current core was established. However,
despite the proposal’s good intentions, we wish there had been more
student involvement in discussions
and more done to assess the current
core before moving forward.
The weekly editorial expresses the majority
opinion of The Rider News. This week’s
editorial was written by the Executive
Editor, Thomas Regan.

LET TER TO THE EDITOR

AAUP: Keep inauguration simple, inexpensive

T

editor:
We understand that the inauguration of a president is a rare occasion and
should be recognized. We find it hard, though, to ignore the harsh administrative actions of last semester, when faculty with deep commitment to Rider’s
students and heritage were to be cast aside and programs central to the school’s core
educational philosophy were to be eliminated. These actions were implemented as a
reaction to what our soon-to-be-inaugurated president insisted was a deep financial
crisis.
If the current financial state of the university is as reported by Rider’s administration, an extravagant celebration hardly seems appropriate. A lavish celebration
could only be viewed as insulting to those faculty who have made significant sacrifices to support the university’s finances.
Therefore, to improve the morale of the faculty and the Rider community and to
enhance the public perception of the university, we stand with our students in urging President Dell’Omo to consider the financial impact of the affair and to employ
significant restraint in planning his installation celebration.
—Rider AAUP Executive Committee

caglecartoons.com

Weighing opinions
on eve of core vote
LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Isolated after Brussels attack

T

HE alarm rang on Tuesday, March
22 at 6 a.m., and my phone screen
_I[XIKSML_Q\PVW\QÅKI\QWV[NZWU
the Associated Press, CNN, Le
Soir and messages from my family and
friends. Facebook was asking me if I was
safe. But safe from what?
I felt confused and then realized
what had happened and how that day
would become remembered by my
Belgian fellows and myself. As I picked
up the phone and called my friends and
family to make sure they were safe, I
opened my computer and started my
hunt for facts, details or anything that
could help me understand why Belgian
flags were all over my Facebook.
Bombs, airport, subway, attacks, terrorists, dead bodies and so on were the
words that haunted me the entire day.
I am an international student
attending Rider. I’m part of what has
been called a “community.” However,
on March 22, that sense of community

wasn’t there — gone, disappeared and
long forgotten. Being an international
student doesn’t only mean coming from
another country, it also means being far
away from family and friends, and feeling alone when such tragedies happen.
My terrified mind and broken heart felt
almost cured by the touching messages
from my professors and friends, but
then stopped once again as my attention was brought to Rider’s Center for
International Education’s (CIE) post
on Facebook. “Rider students currently
studying abroad: Please check your
email and email Kim Algeo to confirm
you are not in Brussels on your Spring
Break or reply to this post. Our hearts
go out to those families affected by
another horrible tragedy. BE SAFE!”
posted Rider CIE.
This message
was posted
SEE ISOLATED,
PAGE 13
around
10 a.m.

¯
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Themed housing:
It builds bonds

RESHMAN year, I was two weeks into
UaÅZ[\[MUM[\MZ_PMVPWUM[QKSVM[[PQ\UM1NMT\\ZIXXML)TT1
_IV\ML\WLW_I[OWPWUM7VM
WN \PMZM[QLMV\IL^Q[MZ[:)[QVUa
J]QTLQVOOI^MUMIXMX\ITSIJW]\_Pa
1UILM\PMZQOP\LMKQ[QWVJaKWUQVO\W
:QLMZIVL\WWSUMW]\NWZQKMKZMIU
8MZPIX[\PQ[KW]TLPIXXMVI\IVa
ZM[QLMVKMPITTJ]\\PQ[UWUMV\UILM
TQ^QVOQVI.ZM[PUIVAMIZ-`XMZQMVKM
.A-KWUU]VQ\aUWZM[XMKQITNWZUM
.WZ[WUM[\]LMV\[_PWTQ^MWVKIUX][\PMXMWXTM\PMaTQ^M_Q\PUQOP\VW\
QUXIK\\PMQZTQ^M[<PMa¼ZMR][\XMWXTM
_PWTQ^MVMIZJaIVLTMI^M\PMQZPIQZ
QV\PM[PW_MZ[<PQ[Q[NQVMNWZ[WUM
XMWXTMJ]\ZM[QLMVKMPITT[PI^M\PM
XW\MV\QIT\WJM[WU]KPUWZM
)[IV:)QVBQMOTMZ0ITTIVLI
NWZUMZZM[QLMV\WN +WVW^MZ1PI^M[MMV
PW_JMVMNQKQITQ\KIVJM\WTQ^M_Q\P
[\]LMV\[_PWPI^M[QUQTIZQV\MZM[\[
1V\PMKI[MWN INZM[PUIVKWUU]VQ\a
UW[\[\]LMV\[[PIZM\PM[IUMOWITWN 
\ZaQVO\WILR][\\WKWTTMOMTQNMIVLUISM
NZQMVL[?PMV1_I[INZM[PUIV1TW^ML
JMQVOXIZ\WN \PM.A-KWUU]VQ\a
JMKI][M\PM:)[NWK][MLWVPMTXQVO][
\ZIV[Q\QWVQV\WKWTTMOM
<W_WZS_Q\PIV.A-KWUU]VQ\a1
PIL\WJM\ZIQVMLNWZQ\<PM.A-:)[
XIZ\QKQXI\MLQVI[M[[QWVI\[]UUMZ:)
\ZIQVQVO_PMZM_MNWK][MLWVPW_\W
_WZS_Q\PKWUUWVXZWJTMU[NZM[PUMVPI^M;QVKM_MOIQVIVM`XMZ\Q[M
QV_WZSQVO_Q\PNQZ[\aMIZ[\]LMV\[_M
ITUW[\M`XMK\W]ZZM[QLMV\[\WKWUM\W
][_Q\PKWVKMZV[[]KPI[PW_\WPIVLTM
PWUM[QKSVM[[PW_\W[KPML]TMKTI[[M[
WZ_PI\\WOM\QV^WT^ML_Q\PWVKIUX][
4Q^QVO4MIZVQVO+WUU]VQ\QM[
44+[IZMVW\R][\NWZNZM[PUMV
\PW]OP:QLMZPI[KWUU]VQ\QM[NWZ
W\PMZQV\MZM[\[[]KPI[[KQMVKMNQVMIZ\[
IVLPMIT\PIVL_MTTVM[[4Q^QVOQV\PM[M
KWUU]VQ\QM[KIVUISMQ\MI[QMZ\WLW

PWUM_WZS\WOM\PMZNWZU[\]LaOZW]X[
IVLUISMKWVVMK\QWV[QV\PMNQMTLaW]
_IV\\WMV\MZ1¼UIRW]ZVITQ[UUIRWZ
J]\UW[\WN UaNZQMVL[IZMML]KI\QWV
IVLX[aKPWTWOaUIRWZ[?PMVQ\KWUM[
\WUa_WZS1NMMTQ[WTI\ML[WUM\QUM[
5aNZQMVL[IZM_ZQ\QVOTM[[WVXTIV[
_PQTM1¼U_ZQ\QVONMI\]ZM[\WZQM[1N 1
TQ^ML_Q\PIOZW]XWN [\]LMV\[NZWU\PM
KWUU]VQKI\QWVLMXIZ\UMV\1¼U[]ZM
_M_W]TLITTJM[Q\\QVOQVITW]VOM_ZQ\QVOIZ\QKTM[IVLMLQ\QVO^QLMW[
.ZWUIZM[QLMVKMTQNMXMZ[XMK\Q^M1
JMTQM^MJMQVOXIZ\WN IV44+KIVUISM
I[\]LMV\¼[KWTTMOMM`XMZQMVKMJM\\MZ
1\XZW^QLM[KW]V\TM[[WXXWZ\]VQ\QM[NWZ
[WKQITQV\MZIK\QWVW]\[QLM\PMKTI[[ZWWU
5aJ]QTLQVOQ[PWUM\W\_W44+["
\PM*IKKITI]ZMI\M0WVWZ[8ZWOZIU
*08IVL\PM.A-1VJW\PWN \PM[M
KWUU]VQ\QM[\PMM^MV\[_MPW[\PI^M
PMTXMLXMWXTMJWVLQVW]ZPITT_Ia
.WZM`IUXTM_MWVKMPIL,Z*ZaIV
;XQMOMTJMZO\PMLQZMK\WZWN *08KWUM
QV\W\ITSIJW]\KPWW[QVO*08KW]Z[M[
IVLN]TNQTTQVO\PMZMY]QZMUMV\[*08
[\]LMV\[WN\MVOM\\WOM\PMZ\W_WZSWV
XIXMZ[\WOM\PMZ
1N aW]PI^M\PMWXXWZ\]VQ\a\WTQ^M
_Q\PXMWXTM_PW[PIZMIVQV\MZM[\_Q\P
aW]Q\KIVUISMI[PIZMLTQ^QVOM`XMZQMVKMU]KPJM\\MZJMKI][MQ\J]QTL[I
[\ZWVOKWUU]VQ\aWN TQSMUQVLMLXMWXTM<PW]OP44+[UIaIXXMIZ\WTQUQ\
MVKW]V\MZ[_Q\PXMWXTMW]\[QLM\PMQZ
UIRWZWZQV\MZM[\[\PMZMIZMIK\]ITTa
XTMV\aWN _Ia[\WUMM\XMWXTM6W\PQVO
Q[[\WXXQVOaW]NZWUJMQVOQV^WT^MLQV
W\PMZKIUX][IK\Q^Q\QM[
4Q^QVOQV\PMUMLPW][QVOQ[[WUM\PQVOVW\M^MZaWVM_QTTKPWW[MQV
KWTTMOMJ]\_PMVOQ^MV\PMKPWQKM1
_W]TLZI\PMZJMXIZ\WN IKWUU]VQ\a
\PIV[QUXTaTQ^M[WUM_PMZM
—Gianluca D’Elia
Sophomore journalism major

FACE-OFF

W

Opinion

Themed housing:
It’s too limiting

HEN aW]OW\WKWTTMOMQ\Q[IV
WXXWZ\]VQ\aVW\WVTa\WN]Z\PMZ
aW]ZML]KI\QWVJ]\\WM`XIVL
aW]ZPWZQbWV[I[_MTT
1N aW]IZMV¼\\ZaQVOVM_\PQVO[WV
IZMO]TIZJI[Q[aW]¼ZMLWQVOKWTTMOM
_ZWVO1N aW]IZMV¼\PIVOQVOIZW]VL
XMWXTMaW]VM^MZ\PW]OP\aW]¼LI[[WKQI\MaW]Z[MTN _Q\PaW]¼ZMLWQVOKWTTMOM
_ZWVO
*aLIaKWTTMOM[\]LMV\[[PW]TLJM
[\]LaQVOPIZLIVLXIZ\QKQXI\QVOQV\PM
KTI[[ZWWU#JaVQOP\\PMa[PW]TLJM
LWQVO[TQOP\TaZMKSTM[[\PQVO[_Q\PITT
_ITS[WN TQNM_PQTM<PM+PIQV[UWSMZ[
JTI[\[QV\PMQZMIZ[WVZMXMI\
)\[WUM]VQ^MZ[Q\QM[QVKT]LQVO:QLMZ
[\]LMV\[IZMWNNMZML\PMWX\QWVWN XIZ\QKQXI\QVOQVITQ^QVOTMIZVQVOKWUU]VQ\a
*I[QKITTa\PMX]ZXW[MWN \PM[MKWUU]VQ\QM[Q[\WJZQVO\WOM\PMZTQSMUQVLML
[\]LMV\[_Q\P[QUQTIZXI[[QWV[QV\MZM[\[
IVLOWIT[
)\:QLMZ\PMZMIZMTQ^QVOTMIZVQVO
KWUU]VQ\QM[NWZKWUU]VQ\a[MZ^QKM
QV\MZVI\QWVIT[\]LMV\[IVL_MTTVM[[I[
_MTTI[IVITT_WUMV¼[ZM[QLMVKM
1XMZ[WVITTaNMMT\PI\TQ^QVOTMIZVQVO
KWUU]VQ\QM[IZMZMITTaVW\VMKM[[IZa
<PMaTQUQ\\PMPWZQbWV[\PI\KWTTMOM
[\]LMV\[KIVZMIKPNWZ#\PMZMNWZM\PMa
\ISMI_IaNZWU\PMW^MZITTKWTTMOM
M`XMZQMVKM
)[IRW]ZVITQ[UUIRWZ1IUZMY]QZML
\W\ISMI[M\WN KTI[[M[UIVLI\MLJa\PM
KWUU]VQKI\QWVLMXIZ\UMV\/MVMZITTa
1[MM\PM[IUMOZW]XWN NIKM[QVITTWN 
\PM[MKTI[[M[
+WTTMOMQ[ITZMILa\PMNQZ[\\QUMQV
aW]ZIKILMUQKKIZMMZ_PMZMaW]IZM
Q[WTI\MLJI[MLWVaW]ZQV\MZM[\[IVL
OWIT[1N aW]IZMIXPQTW[WXPaUIRWZ
aW]_QTTJM\ISQVOXPQTW[WXPaKTI[[M[
_Q\PW\PMZ[\]LMV\[_PWIZMXI[[QWVI\M
IJW]\XPQTW[WXPa
1VILLQ\QWVUW[\TQ^QVOTMIZVQVO
KWUU]VQ\QM[ZMY]QZMIXZM\\a[QOVQNQKIV\

KWUUQ\UMV\NZWU[\]LMV\[<PQ[UMIV[
I\\MVLQVO[KPML]TML[M[[QWV[IVLUMM\QVO[PIZMLLMILTQVM[NWZKWUXTM\QVO
I[[QOVUMV\[7VI[UITTMZKIUX][TQSM
:QLMZUW[\[\]LMV\[IZMITZMILaXZM\\a
QV^WT^ML_Q\PM`\ZIK]ZZQK]TIZ[#[WILLQVO
IVW\PMZQ\MU\WIVITZMILa\QOP\[KPML]TMKIVUISM\PMKWTTMOMM`XMZQMVKM\PI\
U]KPUWZM[\ZM[[N]T
6W_QV[\MILWN R][\[PWW\QVOLW_V
\PMQLMITM\UMWNNMZ[WUM[WT]\QWV[\W
\PQ[<PMXWQV\1IU\ZaQVO\WUISMPMZM
Q[\PI\KWTTMOMQ[ITTIJW]\LQ^MZ[Q\a
1V[\MILWN KWUJQVQVO[\]LMV\[
_Q\PTQSMQV\MZM[\[_M[PW]TLKWUJQVM
[\]LMV\[_Q\P]VTQSMQV\MZM[\[4MIZVQVO
NZWU\PMM`XMZQMVKM[WN W\PMZXMWXTM
Q[JM\\MZ\PIVIVa\PQVOaW]¼TTTMIZVQVI
KTI[[ZWWU
7VMWN \PMJM[\LMKQ[QWV[1¼^MUILM
I\:QLMZ_I[\WRWQVINZI\MZVQ\aAW]
UQOP\PI^MKZQVOML_PMVaW]ZMIL
\PI\JMKI][MWN _PI\M^MZXZMKWVKMQ^ML
VW\QWVaW]PI^MWN NZI\MZVQ\QM[J]\Q\
PI[WXMVMLUaMaM[\W[WUIVaVM_
\PQVO[1IU\PMWVTaRW]ZVITQ[UUIRWZ
QVUaNZI\MZVQ\aIVL1QV\MZIK\_Q\P
JQWTWOaUIRWZ[J][QVM[[UIRWZ[M^MV
NWZMQOVTIVO]IOMUIRWZ[
)[aW]OW\PZW]OPKWTTMOM\PMJM[\
\PQVO\WLWQ[\WOM\QV^WT^ML?PM\PMZ
Q\¼[IVQV\ZIU]ZIT[XWZ\WZIVaWZOIVQbI\QWVaW]¼TTOM\ITW\UWZMW]\WN \PI\
\PIVIVaTQ^QVOTMIZVQVOKWUU]VQ\a
—Brandon Scalea
Sophomore journalism major

GREEN CORNER

Water, water everywhere — but not for long

W

INTER Q[JMPQVL][IVLVW_\PM_IZUMZ_MI\PMZWN [XZQVOQ[ÅVITTaPMZM
_PQKPUMIV[_MIZM[XMVLQVOUWZM\QUMW]\LWWZ[;\]LMV\[KIVJM[MMV
[Q\\QVOW]\[QLM\W[\]LaWZZ]VVQVOIZW]VLKIUX][OM\\QVO\PMQZ_WZSW]\
QV+IVaW]QUIOQVMPMILQVOJIKS\WaW]ZLWZUIN\MZIVQKMZ]VQV\PM
NZM[P[XZQVOIQZOWQVONWZILZQVSWN _I\MZIVLPI^QVOVWVMZMILQTaI^IQTIJTM'?PI\
_W]TLaW]LWQN aW]LQLV¼\PI^MMI[aIKKM[[\WKTMIVLZQVSQVO_I\MZIVa\QUMWN LIa
WZVQOP\\PI\aW]_IV\MLQ\'
)[?WZTL?I\MZ,IaNTWI\MLJaWV5IZKP\PM[MQ[[]M[NTWI\MLJIKSQV\WW]Z
KWV[KQMVKM[)[KWTTMOM[\]LMV\[VW\UIVaWN ][PI^M\W_WZZaIJW]\_I\MZ0MZM
I\:QLMZW]Z_I\MZ[]XXTaQ[\M[\MLIVV]ITTaIVLXZW^MV\WJMKTMIV?MKIV[\IVL
QV\PM[PW_MZNWZI[TWVOI[_M_IV\#XW\IJTM_I\MZ_QTTKWV\QV]M\WNTW_<PM
Y]ITQ\aWN \PMLZQVSQVO_I\MZNZWUW]Z_I\MZJW\\TMZMNQTT[\I\QWV[_I\MZNW]V\IQV[
IVL[QVS[Q[WVXIZ_Q\PQN VW\JM\\MZIVL[INMZ\PIV_I\MZJW\\TMLQVXTI[\QK
*]\_M¼ZMT]KSaJMKI][MVW\M^MZaWVMKIVMI[QTaWJ\IQV[WUM\PQVOI[M[[MV\QIT
I[_I\MZThe International Business TimesZMXWZ\[\PI\ JQTTQWVXMWXTMIZW]VL\PM
_WZTLLWV¼\PI^MIKKM[[\W[INMKTMIV_I\MZ<PM?WZTL-KWVWUQK.WZ]UZIVSML
W]Z_I\MZKZQ[Q[I[NQZ[\IUWVOOTWJITZQ[S[QV\MZU[WN XW\MV\QITLM^I[\I\QWV\W
[WKQM\a)VLM^MZa![MKWVL[IKPQTLLQM[NZWUI_I\MZZMTI\MLLQ[MI[M
)TTIKZW[[\PQ[XTIVM\XMWXTMIZMP]Z\QVOQV\PMWVMZM[W]ZKM\PMaVMMLUW[\"
_I\MZ?WUMV_I[P\PMQZKTW\PM[QV\PM[IUM_I\MZ\PMQZP][JIVL[IVLSQL[JI\PM
QV+PQTLZMVTI]OPIVL[_QUQVZQ^MZ[[WKTW]LaIVL[WJZW_V\PM_I\MZNZWU
.TQV\5QKPQOIVTWWS[TQSMIOWL[MVL7V\PMW\PMZ[QLMWN \PMZQ^MZNIUQTQM[IVL
J][QVM[[M[L]UX\PMQZ\ZI[PQV\PMU]ZSa_I\MZ[
)VLLWV¼\\PQVS\PI\\PQ[TIKSWN [IVQ\IZa_I\MZQ[R][\TQUQ\ML\WZ]ZIT^QTTIOM[
_M¼^MVM^MZPMIZLWNQV\PQZL_WZTLKW]V\ZQM[_M¼TTVM^MZ[MM+WTTMOM[[]KPI[
1\PIKIIZMVW_LMITQVO_Q\P[]XXW[MLTa¹[INMºTM^MT[TMILQV\PMQZ_I\MZ)[]JRMK\
WN UIRWZKWV\ZW^MZ[a\PM_I\MZQV.TQV\ZIVJZW_VIVLKWV\IQVMLPQOPTM^MT[WN 
KPMUQKIT[[]KPI[TMIL0MZMQV6M_2MZ[Ma\PMKQ\aWN 6M_IZSJWI[\[TM^MT[WN 
TMILQV_I\MZZ]VVQVO\PZW]OP[KPWWT[\PI\Q[M^MVPQOPMZ\PIVQV.TQV\?M\Z]Ta

VMML_I\MZNWZLZQVSQVOJI\PQVOIVLKTMIVQVO·[W_PaIZM_M[\Z]OOTQVO\WXZWK]ZMIVLXZW\MK\\PQ[ZM[W]ZKM'
<WX]\Q\[QUXTaQ\¼[JMKI][M_MIZMIJ][QVOQ\
?MIZMXWTT]\QVOW]Z_I\MZ[I\LM^I[\I\QVOTaPQOPZI\M[6I\QWVIT/MWOZIXPQK
ZMXWZ\[\PI\UQTTQWV\WV[WN P]UIV_I[\MQ[LQ[XW[MLQVW]Z_I\MZ_Ia[M^MZa
[QVOTMLIa)VL\PI\¼[R][\P]UIV_I[\MVW\KPMUQKITXTI[\QKWZ\ZI[P_I[\M
?MIZM_I[\QVOW]Z_I\MZThe Huffington PostZMXWZ\[\PI\!XMZKMV\WN \PM
_I\MZ\PI\XI[[M[\PZW]OPW]ZPWUM[OWM[LW_VW]ZLZIQV[IVL\PI\)UMZQKIV[
IZM][QVOXMZKMV\UWZM_I\MZVW_I[WXXW[ML\WQV!
?MIZMNWZOM\\QVOIJW]\\PMTQUQ\[\WW]Z_I\MZ?I\MZQ[VW\IZMVM_IJTM
ZM[W]ZKM?MWVTaPI^MI[U]KPI[M`Q[\[WV\PMXTIVM\ZQOP\VW_VW\QVKT]LQVO
\PM[\IOOMZQVO!XMZKMV\\PI\Q[[IT\_I\MZIVLQ[\PMZMNWZM]VLZQVSIJTMIVL]V[]Q\IJTMNWZPaOQMVQKX]ZXW[M[
*]\W]ZNQOP\IOIQV[\_I\MZLWM[VW\VMML\WJMKWV\IUQVI\MLJaWVTa[KIZa[\I\Q[\QK[IVLQ\LWM[V¼\PI^M\WXMZUIVMV\TaXWQ[WVW]ZN]\]ZM?PM\PMZaW]TQ^MWV
KIUX][WZI\PWUMR][\[P]\\QVOWNN \PM_I\MZ_PQTMaW]JZ][PaW]Z\MM\P_QTT[I^M
W^MZNW]ZOITTWV[WN _I\MZ,WV¼\[\IVL]VLMZ\PM[PW_MZ[QV\PMLWZU[NWZPW]Z[
R][\JMKI][MaW]KIV?PMVNQTTQVO]XI_I\MZJW\\TMUISM[]ZMaW]LZQVSaW]Z
_I\MZIVLLWV¼\\PZW_Q\LW_V\PMLZIQV<PMKPIVOM[_MUISM\WW]ZTQNM[\aTM[
UIa[MMU[UITTJ]\KWTTMK\Q^MTa\PMQZQUXIK\Q[MVWZUW][
7V)XZQT\PM7NNQKMWN ;][\IQVIJQTQ\a_QTTJMPW[\QVOIZW]VL\IJTMLQ[K][[QWV
QVWJ[MZ^IVKMWN ?WZTL?I\MZ,IaI\ XUQV\PM*IZ\4]MLMSM+MV\MZ<PMI\MZ
-`XMZ\[_QTTJM\PMZM\WLQ[K][[\PM\WXQK[WN _I\MZKWV\IUQVI\QWVKWV[MZ^I\QWV
IVLUWZM1MVKW]ZIOMM^MZaWVM\WKWUM\WI[SY]M[\QWV[IVL\WTMIZVUWZM
IJW]\_PI\QUXIK\\PMaKIVUISMI[JW\PKWTTMOM[\]LMV\[IVLI[QVPIJQ\IV\[WN 
\PQ[XTIVM\)\\PMMVLWN \PMLIa_MITTVMMLW]Z_I\MZ;W_PaIZMV¼\_MITT\ZaQVO\W[I^MQ\'
—Samantha Sawh
Lawrenceville Eco Rep
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LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Silencing faculty voice in decisions hurts students

T

O the

editor:
I am writing in response to the recent
announcement in The Rider News of faculty
retirements, the President’s Town Hall Meeting,
and recent letters in the paper from faculty.

Retirements and Rider’s Future
I wish the very best to faculty retiring at the end
of the semester or in the near future; I know many.
Uniformly, and over many years, they have provided
exceptional service to their students, the university and
their professions. These are tenured, full-time faculty
who have attained the top or terminal certification in
their fields. Tenure-track faculty and their students,
primarily, have established the reputation Rider enjoys
today.
Based on their proposals to the faculty union in
recent years and because of a concession made by
the union to reverse the cuts announced in the fall,
the university’s administration will be loath to replace
these key people quickly, if at all. Models for the
administration are other colleges in New Jersey with
lower faculty costs — and I assure students that our
faculty is superior to theirs.
The administration seeks to use as substitutes many
more lower-paid, non-terminally qualified adjuncts
and non-tenure track faculty. This, despite the significant savings that occur when junior faculty are hired
to replace more highly compensated departing senior
faculty. The administration has also steadily sought to
reduce the compensation of Rider’s full-time faculty
and support for their scholarship; and their proposals
to the faculty union suggest that, if the administration
could, it would pay adjuncts less.
Every student should be concerned about these
issues in the short and long term. For one, it is a
maxim in organizations that when it comes to personnel, you get what you pay for. Also, you cannot
continually press for, and actually lower, employee
standard of living over time and offer no hope of
improvement without impacting motivation, employee
engagement and morale, and Rider’s attractiveness to
promising faculty and good employees. The benefits to
students of a fully and professionally trained, full-time
faculty are obvious, and my previous letter in The Rider
News listed many of these (Dec. 8, 2015).
For decades, and to many different audiences, the
administration has highlighted and publicized the high
percentage of Rider faculty with terminal degrees.
Spring Town Hall and Continuing Faculty
Influence in Academics
Announced at the Spring Town Hall were new
programs in sports management and healthcare
management, and two new programs to begin in the
fall of 2016. Students should know that these and
other programs added in recent years, such as criminal
justice and entrepreneurial studies, are outcomes of
successful work by the university’s current academic
governance system, where faculty have a strong voice.
Maintaining this system — in the face of recent
threats — is in every student’s interest, as it supports
high standards across the university and has regularly
led to new programs and courses preparing students
for the world in which they will live and work.
It is important to understand our current governance system, which brings together for collaboration
members of the faculty, the administration and students. Typically, seven-member committees in each of
Rider’s colleges and schools discuss and decide upon a
range of academic issues, including new programs and
courses. There is also a similar university-level committee. While faculty members comprise a committee’s

This billboard on Interstate 195 is one of six marketing alumni successes.
majority, in my experience there is robust discussion
and no lock-step block voting by faculty.
An attempt by the administration to eliminate this
system, in 2014, was rebuffed by the faculty. At the
start of faculty contract negotiations in the Summer
of 2014, the administration, through the Provost, proposed eliminating the current governance system and
replacing it with a faculty senate. A senate typically
serves an advisory function only. Decision-making on
all academic matters, including proposed new programs and courses, is made by the provost and the
administration.
It was such an unnecessary and extreme proposal,
guaranteed to be opposed by faculty on solid academic
grounds, that I thought it had been proposed simply to
extract concessions from the faculty later. The rationale put forward was essentially that many colleges
and universities are organized in this way, certainly
an insufficient reason for jettisoning a governance
system that had worked well — one that had benefitted students by permitting faculty to have its proper
voice and influence on academic issues. These issues
include: core curriculum; degree, co-op, and internship requirements; transfer credit policy; and student
academic standing.
The elimination of programs and personnel
announced by the president and administration in the
fall gives a good idea of what unilateral decision making at Rider could look like. The proposal to create a
faculty senate was fashioned by the same group that
fashioned this decision, without our current president.
Faculty and students generally were astounded
by the method and quality of decision-making that
cut programs and personnel. To me and others, the
process and decisions revealed a breathtaking lack of
appreciation for the significant contributions of especially the more senior faculty scheduled for termination, and a lack of awareness of the important and
negative longer-term consequences for the university.
From the faculty perspective, this was not something
that we would eventually all soldier through — not at
all, in no way.
The administration took this action in the fall
to shift resources to other areas, and perhaps chase
enrollment through the introduction of new (and
uncertain) programs. In my view, to boost enrollment
and majors in particular areas, it would be better for
Rider to more fully, professionally, and widely publicize what it currently offers academically to prospective students — and we have to do a far better job of
promoting Rider. I live 30 miles west of campus and
Rider is largely unknown here. The increased external
publicity announced by the president is a step in the
right direction.
Academically, Rider is a great place, with rich
learning opportunities that prepare students for
these times. With rare exceptions, prospective students are academically fluid and uncertain, that is,
not fixed in what they want to pursue at college. In

correspondence with the university I have suggested
that Rider present itself honestly and in ways likely
to be attractive to today’s prospective students. What
struck me and others in the fall was that the university
was actually cutting academic assets that would have
great value here. I suggested ad copy that included the
following examples:
• Rider vocal arts students sing with the
Philadelphia Orchestra.
• Students can major in entrepreneurship at
Rider — our students win national awards.
• Students can study marine and atmospheric
science at Rider.
• At Rider, every business student has the opportunity to create a career plan.
• Rider accounting graduates are always in
demand.
• Students can work with scientists on discoveries
at Rider.
• Undergraduates at Rider receive training
in enterprise-level software and software
development.
• Rider’s state-of-the-art facilities are used to
train students as reporters and news anchors.
Obviously, there are many other positive statements
about Rider that would function to build enrollment
and majors, if conveyed to a larger public.
Some Final Points
The university must make sure that it has the right
strategies and personnel in place to soon restore fiscal
health. Our endowment must be raised, as its revenue
can provide the university with operating funds, scholarship aid and funds for capital improvements. Some
area institutions and their endowments are: La Salle,
$87.5 million; Villanova, $564 million; St. Joseph’s,
$216 million; Rowan, $150 million; Drew, $203 million; and Stevens Institute of Technology, $153 million. Considering that Rider has graduated students
for 150 years, many in business, our endowment, at
$65 million, should be higher.
Enrollment shortfalls must end, and financial projections and remedies with which those affected do not
agree cannot continue to be used to freeze or reduce
employee wages and reduce benefits and university
retirement contributions. No organization can afford
to be blind to the desire of employees to maintain
their standard of living. When conditions warrant
these actions in business organizations, a promise is
often made to employees to make them whole again
when conditions improve. I would like to see the president and administration make such a commitment.
Leading employers I have studied that have committed to employees in this and other ways have obtained
commitment and support in return.
—Dr. Gerald D. Klein
Professor emeritus, Organizational Behavior and Management

LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Prof praises call for student voice in core curriculum changes

T

O the

editor:
I read with great interest the articles by Thomas Regan on the proposed
new core curriculum for the College of Liberal Arts and Science (March 2,
2016). I thought that the author did an excellent job reporting on the issues
raised at the Feb. 25 meeting and clarifying the main points in the discussion.
It was especially interesting for me to hear the point of view of students for the
first time. In the long debate among faculty and administrators about the new core, I
don’t think we have paid nearly enough attention to students’ concerns, for example,
about whether the new core would make it more difficult for some students to take

electives in areas of interest, add a second major, and graduate on time.
Furthermore, I’m worried about some aspects of the proposal that seem to
put the cart before the horse. I agree with Jane Rosenbaum’s comment that the
existing core should have been assessed first before proposing changes. I also
agree with Thomas Regan’s concluding statement that “in an ideal world” any
new courses that are required “would be designed first and then the core would
change.”
—Dr. Carol Nicholson
Philosophy professor
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LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Reflections from an uncomfortable man in the middle

T

O the

editor,
As one of the department chairpersons at Rider, I find myself in an
uncomfortable position. While I spend most of my time attending to professorial responsibilities, I am not considered a bargaining unit member and have
no voice in the AAUP faculty union. Chairpersons are considered members of the
administration, yet we have little influence when it comes to major decision-making
at the university level. Thus I feel somewhat relegated to the sidelines as I watch the
telenovela that is the political climate at Rider unfold as of late, affording me time to
reflect rather than react.
A peek into the ivory tower reveals uncanny parallels to the lunacy of current
national politics. Two parties dispute the financial state of the motherland. One
party demands information from the other but refutes its legitimacy when it is
delivered. One party seeks to retain hard-fought gains at the expense of thoughtful,
perhaps sacrificial compromise as social climate changes; the other party employs
executive privilege when compromise doesn’t materialize. One party decries a lack
of transparency in the proceedings of the other, yet hypocritically resists requests for
transparency from within its own constituency. Those individuals who question the
“party line” are labeled as heretics. One party bemoans the bloat of the other’s policies yet trims little fat from its own. Construction ensues of barricades or bulwarks,
defined by which side of them one stands on. Effective governance grinds to a halt.
Lest anyone suppose that I refer to Republicans and Democrats, let me recap this
season of “Days of our Campus Lives.” The new president came to office facing a
university in financial crisis, the severity of which was questioned by the AAUP. In

an effort to “right-size” the institution in light of declining enrollments and growing costs, the president proposed financial sacrifice from administration, staff and
faculty such as wage freezes and decrease in benefits. When the executive committee
of the AAUP refused to accede, the president invoked his distasteful but legal right
to unilaterally propose program cuts (with associated faculty reductions); those cuts
were not accompanied by similar reductions in administrative positions, particularly
of those who failed to foretell the impending crisis and act accordingly.
These actions by the president poisoned the well with the AAUP, which now
staunchly opposes his leadership (case in point: calls for a boycott of his upcoming inauguration, ultimately voted down by the membership). Meanwhile, attempts
by some members of the faculty to establish a more open, transparent relationship
between the AAUP executive board and its membership as the faculty union navigates policy change with the new president have drawn scorn and rebuke for invoking the very privilege to question establishment that academics espouse.
I watch the circus of current national election coverage with incredulity, but am
even more alarmed at the polarization that has occurred within the shared governance structure here at Rider. Unless we are willing to allow the governance of
Rider to become paralyzed in the same way that the federal government has been
(which would be disastrous for everyone involved), all parties must work to be more
conciliatory and cooperative. And if you, the reader, feel your hackles rise at this
suggestion, then we have hit upon the crux of the matter.
—Dr. Todd Weber
Chair of Biology

Isolated

As much as I understand that the
CIE was and might always be worrying about its students studying abroad,
I do not believe international students
attending Rider, whether they come
from France, Spain, China, etc., should
be disregarded. As citizens of the
world and members of a community,
this Rider community, we deserve and
should all get equal attention, especially
in time of crisis. On Tuesday, March
22, I felt excluded from a community

CONT’D FROM P. 10

Tuesday morning and my email box
still hadn’t received anything from the
Center for International Education.
Hurt, upset and shocked was how I
felt when I realized that international
students attending Rider weren’t getting
the attention they deserved.

By not including me in their worried post, the CIE excluded me from
this so-called community. Did I deserve
all the attention? Of course not. Did
I deserve to be acknowledged as an
international student from a country
that has just been attacked? Yes, I did
believe so. It wasn’t until I sent an email
of complaints to the CIE that I was
quite considerately told, “We sincerely
hope your family is OK and please let
us know if you need anything.”

that should also be mine; I felt alone
and powerless on a day I most needed
support; I felt angry and shocked to see
an office that boasts of its international
members so easily reject one — me.
They say, “Rider is committed to making international students feel at home.”
But on that day, I felt extremely far
away from both my homes — Belgian
and American.
—Pauline Theeuws
Junior journalism major
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Broncs open MAAC play and Liberty Bell Classic

T

By J.J. Santagata

team had a long
Spring Break, losing all three
games against High Point on
March 11 and 12, and splitting a
series with Campbell on March 15 and
16. It also lost two out of three games to
Virginia Military Institute on March 18
and 20.
However, Rider (4-17, 0-3 MAAC)
showed signs of life. On March 23,
the Broncs came from behind to beat
Rutgers, 3-2, in their home opener at
Sonny Pittaro Field.
In the game against the Scarlet
Knights, Rider trailed for most of the
game until the final inning.
Junior first baseman Tyler Kaiser
had a big game. He went 2 for 4 with a
solo homerun that tied the game at 1,
and a double in the ninth inning that
got the Broncs going.
With runners on second and third in
the ninth inning, as the Broncs trailed
2-1, junior third baseman Mike Volaski
hit a deep fly ball to centerfield that
was caught at the wall.
Tagging up on the play, both junior
catcher Lee Lipinski and Kaiser scored,
with Kaiser coming around from second base just ahead of the tag.
Head Coach Barry Davis said the
win was huge, especially over a school
like Rutgers.
“To beat them, I think, really helped
our confidence,” he said. “A school like
Rutgers is out there, and they’re a Big
Ten school. They’ve been a great team
for years so we feel fortunate to be able

Neil Davis/The Rider News

HE baseball

Freshman pitcher Brett Kosciolek pitched seven strong innings, striking out nine against La Salle.
to compete with them.”
Rider went onto face Monmouth
for a three-game series on March 25
and 26. Starting the series, the Broncs
gained an early lead but ended up
falling short to Monmouth late in
the game. Sophomore pitcher Nick
Margevicius pitched 5.1 innings, only
allowing two earned runs and striking
out five.
The Broncs took a 4-1 lead in the
third inning. Rider had the bats going
early, but did not score another run for
the rest of the game, while Monmouth
surged late in the game. Trailing 4-3 in
the eighth inning, a grand slam pushed
the Hawks passed the Broncs, taking
game one of the three-game series for
the weekend.

The Broncs went on to face
Monmouth the next day for a doubleheader. The Hawks won the first game
of the doubleheader 6-0.
Sophomore C.J. Hirschy struck out
seven but ended up allowing five runs
in 5.1 innings. Junior Josh Sharik took
over and pitched two scoreless innings,
allowing only one hit.
In the second game of the doubleheader, Monmouth scored four runs on
five hits in the third inning to take a 4-0
lead. The Broncs got the bats going in
the top of the fourth after Monmouth’s
four-run inning and cut the lead by
one. Offensive production came from
Lipinski, who hit an RBI double, and
Kaiser tallying his 10th double of
the season and an RBI in the game.

Sophomore infielder Chris Estevez had
two hits including an RBI single in the
second game.
Monmouth added a solo home run
in the fifth to take a 5-3 lead, which
sealed the deal.
Davis gave Monmouth credit where
it was due.
“They’re a talented team over there
and they did a great job of battling
back against us,” he said. “We need to
start focusing on doing the little things
right and not focus on winning. When
you worry about how you’re playing,
that’s when you’ll win.”
Senior pitcher Vincent Aiello said
the team recognized what it needs to
work on in order to get onto winning
ways.
“We saw what we need to improve
on to compete and win in conference’s
games,” Aiello said. “The MAAC is
going to be tough this season and we’ll
need to be on our A-game to pull out
wins and make the tournament.”
On March 29, Rider began its title
defense of the Liberty Bell Classic,
which it won last season over Villanova
at Citizens Bank Park.
In a home game against La Salle,
the Broncs dominated from start to finish for a 5-2 win.
Freshman starter Brett Kosciolek
kept La Salle’s offense in check, striking
out nine in seven innings pitched.
The Broncs will play against
Delaware State on March 30 on the
road before taking on Fairfield.
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Lopez finding success in Puerto Rico
hoped to join the team for the 2016
season.
Lopez is thankful that the organization was waiting for his return with
open arms, despite the risk of his having further injury problems.
“San Germán knew me as a player
and the team was still looking forward
to having me,” Lopez said. “A lot of
organizations don’t want to take the
risk on a post-ACL surgery player and
even if they do, they would kind of
cheat you with some low-budget contract with the team to see if your knees
could handle it. I was very fortunate
to even have this opportunity to take
a full year off and then play for San
Germán.”
Former Athletics Head Coach
Bobby Porrata, who was Lopez’s coach
until being let go on March 19, said
that the organization was patient in
waiting for Lopez’s return, despite
some initial doubts about his ability to
transition to the pro level.
“There were some doubts regarding Matt’s health,” Porrata said. “A lot
of people around the league asked us,
‘Will Matt be able to heal his injury?
Will he be physically ready to play at
a professional level?’ We had those
doubts linger until he came to Puerto
Rico. When we saw him practice, we
knew that, although Matt was not 100
percent health-wise at the time, he’s
shown through practice and preseason
exhibition games that his conditioning
is incredible.”

Short, sweet time at Rider
Coming from Washington Township,
Lopez attended La Salle for two years.
He transferred to Utah State, but did
not get much playing time and transferred to Rider for his final year.
Lopez said that while he spent the
least amount of time in college at
Rider, he also said that it was the most
fun he had as a player and as a college
student.
He credited then-assistant coach
Donyell Marshall and current Rider
Head Coach KevinBaggett with teaching him how to play winning basketball
and how to move around without the
ball and take high percentage shots,
traits that Lopez said are big for professional basketball.
Lopez is excited to explore the
island in the time he will be spending
there, including spending time family
members in Mayaguez, which is a short
30-minute drive from San Germán.
“It was really cool trying to connect
with my family in Mayaguez now that I
was going to be living in San Germán,”
Lopez said. “I haven’t had a chance to
live on this side of the island before.
Every time I came down here playing
for the national team, I’m usually staying at San Juan. This is my first time
living on this side of the island.”
Lopez’s involvement with the
national team and experiences playing against some of the best basketball
players around the world more than
prepared him for the professional level
of basketball. His playing time at Rider
also contributed to his preparation.
“I was lucky because I was playing college basketball at the highest
level and I played for the Puerto Rican

Courtsey of San Germán Athletics

CONT’D FROM P. 16

After an ACL injury ended his only season playing for the Broncs, Matt Lopez, left, is playing professional ball for the San Germán Athletics in Puerto Rico.
national team,” Lopez said. “So I’ve
been exposed to the pro game for a
while now, so actually playing in pro
basketball, the talent level hasn’t been
much of a shock for me. I have not
been struggling. The only thing is that
we play so many more games. We play
like 45 games in 10 weeks. So having
four or five games a week is pretty hard.
It’s a tough job. We have to come in
every day and practice and learn how
to rest our body.”

Back to Puerto Rico
During recent interviews, Lopez was
in Mayaguez for a game against his
father’s birth town team, the Mayaguez
Indians. He was in street clothes — a
white Nike polo with the company logo
on the right side of the polo and Puerto
Rico written on the left side. He was
not playing.
Lopez had been dealing with a
shoulder injury suffered in a game
against the Indians on March 5. He
arrived at Mayaguez’s court, the Sports
and Recreation Palace, at about 7:45
p.m., 35 minutes before the game. He
was in San Juan during the day to get
an update on his shoulder.
They told him he would be out of
action for at least five or six more days
at that time, but Lopez felt like he was
ready to play.
He finally came back on March
20 and while it was in a losing effort,
Matt’s presence will help the team in
the long run, according to Porrata.
Lopez averaged 10 points and four
rebounds per game in his first five
games. While those numbers do not
sound all that impressive, they are a bit
misleading. His shoulder injury came
early in the first quarter against the
Indians on March 5, when he had just

four points scored.
The franchise wants Lopez to be its
center for the future. It expects him to
improve as a player who can lead the
team to its first championship since
1997.
But Puerto Rico basketball does not
solely revolve around the BSN. Puerto
Rico’s national team, which is chosen
from the best players with Puerto Rican
roots, is often described by Puerto
Ricans as the heart of the island. Lopez
is being looked at as one of the key
players when the team begins to rely on
such players as Dallas Mavericks guard
J.J. Barea, former Kansas State guard
Dennis Clemente and Lopez as well.
“The sky’s the limit for him,”
Porrata said. “He’s a young guy in his
first year as a pro with a lot of time
and room to improve. We’ll monitor
his progress as the season goes on, but
I’m totally convinced that Matt is the
center, not just for San Germán, but
the center for Puerto Rico in future
international competitions.”
Lopez’s next big international commitment figures to be the Olympic
Qualifying Tournament in July, where
the team plays against Serbia and
Angola, who are ranked sixth and
15th in the world, respectively, according to the International Federation of
Basketball (FIBA).
The team has a tough road ahead of
it, but Lopez wants to help bring Puerto
Rico back to the Olympics. The team
has not qualified since 2004, when it
defeated the United States in the group
stage.
“Hopefully, this summer in Rio,
we’ll get to play there,” Lopez said.

End of a Rider career
In a game against conference rival

Quinnipiac on Feb. 19, 2015, Rider
was leading 66-57 with 9:05 left in the
game, when Lopez landed awkwardly
on his right knee after trying to get a
rebound.
He said he heard a pop and started
screaming. He knew that it was something drastic.
After two minutes of the fall, however, the pain sunsided, and he was
walking.
The Broncs held on to win, but
the winning streak the Broncs were
on ended against Niagara on Feb. 21,
2015.
After it was initially decided that he
would not get an MRI, he would later
get the following week.
It would be the beginning of the
end of Rider’s season. The team went
2-3 without Lopez, its first game of the
MAAC Tournament and one in the
2015 College Basketball Invitational.

4WXMbÅVITTaI\PWUM
All in all, despite all the trials and
tribulations that he faced with rehabbing and moving to a new country,
Lopez feels at home playing basketball
in Puerto Rico.
Lopez said that he is healthy and
happy to make a living playing professional basketball, where he is able to
see his family, something he did not
have much of a chance to do during his
teenage years playing for the 16-andunder team.
“I love it. I love playing in San
Germán,” Lopez said. “The town is
small but it’s a huge basketball town.
The coaching staff and the general
manager here like me a lot. I’m really
excited. I was very fortunate to even
have this opportunity to take a full year
off and then play for San Germán.”
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Broncs come from
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beat Rutgers Page 14

WRESTLING

On national stage, Walsh takes podium

T

By Brandon Scalea
HE day

story.
“Chad’s performance does not surprise us,” he
said. “We know he’s one of the most talented wrestlers
in the country. It may come as a surprise
to these fans of bigger programs, and we
gained so many

fans over the course of the weekend because of him,
but he’s just doing what we know he can do.”
The win left him in the final four of his weight
class, along with Isaiah Martinez, the eventual
national champion from Illinois, third-seeded Jason
Nolf of Penn State and fourth-seeded Ian Miller of
Kent State.
Nolf, coming into the semifinal match at 33-1 on
the season, was the one who separated Walsh from
becoming the first Rider wrestler to make it to a
national final. Nolf went on the attack from the opening whistle and picked up a convincing win of 19-4.
Nolf would lose in the finals to Martinez, who picked
up his second consecutive national title at 157.
Walsh knows that Nolf is someone he’ll be seeing a

lot of in the future.
“I respect the way he wrestles,” he said. “All of the
kids from Penn State are really tough. But in order to
beat them, we just have to keep going about our business the way we do. I’m confident we can do it.”
With the loss, Walsh was sent to the consolation
bracket, where he dropped to fifth after falling to No.
8 Nick Brascetta of Virginia Tech. It was the second
year in a row that the Broncs had a wrestler place fifth
fresh
nationally, as sophomore B.J. Clagon did it as a freshman last year at 149.
Senior Conor Brennan came just short of his
first-career All-America bid. He made a run to the
quarterfinals at 165, defeating Jake Faust of Duke and
fifth-seeded Jack Rohskopf of North Carolina State.
Brennan was knocked to consolations after a 3-0
loss to fourth-seeded Daniel Lewis of Missouri.
In the consolations, Brennan made it to the bloodround, the round where if you win you’re an AllAmerican, but if you lose, you’re out. He was beaten
by Anthony Perrotti of Rutgers. The final score of the
match was 5-4, with Perrotti taking the late lead after
a controversial takedown. Hangey challenged the origorig
inal call, believing that Perrotti was outside the circle
when he picked up two points, but the call stood.
Walsh said he was very disappointed with the way
Brennan’s career ended.
“He’s a guy who worked his butt off to get back to
nationals,” he said. “He went up there with one goal
in mind, and that was to be an All-American. To see
him come one match away, and to lose the way he
did, it really breaks my heart.”
Like Brennan, junior Ryan Wolfe was also
eliminated from All-America contention in the
blood round. He went into the tournament as an
unseeded wrestler, and went 3-2 for the weekend. He
fell to No. 7 Conner Hartmann of Duke on March 18
to finish his run.
As for the defending All-American Clagon, he went
2-2 in the tournament.
As a team, Rider finished 24th overall out of 72
represented schools. Penn State cruised to its fifth
national championship in six seasons under Head
Coach Cael Sanderson, with Oklahoma State and
Ohio State finishing second and third, respectively.
With wrestlers like Clagon, Wolfe and sophomore
heavyweight Mauro Correnti also returning next
season, Walsh sees the Broncs heading in a positive
direction.
“We’re going to keep getting better,” he said. “This
year, we had six guys represent us at the NCAAs. Next
year, we’ll have 10.”

part of the team. Lopez especially made a splash
when he was a part of the national team in the summer of 2014.
The 24-year-old is now playing for the San
Germán Athletics in Puerto Rico’s top pro basketball league. San Germán, known as “The City of
Hills,”with a population of 35,000, houses a deep basketball tradition. The Athletics franchise was founded
in 1930 and has won 14 BSN championships.
Lopez is more than ready to play in the BSN, if his
performance at Rider is any indication.
“I really believe that, had we had Matt down the
stretch, we would have had a great opportunity to win
the conference championship,” Head Coach Kevin
Baggett said. “When he went down, I was fearful at
that moment that he might be done for the season. It’s
every coach’s worst nightmare.”
Lopez gave the Broncs something that not many
teams in the country had: an athletic 7-foot player.
“Having Matt play for us last season — he made
an immediate impact on our program, having a center

who could score in the post and also defend the post
as well,” Baggett said. “As the season went on, he just
got better and better and more dominant. He presented problems for most teams in the league having
to guard him down low.”
He was not just a great addition to Rider basketball, but his former teammates said he meshed well
with them. Graduate guard Teddy Okereafor, who
played for Rider in the past two seasons and was
Lopez’s roommate, said that Lopez had a fun-loving
attitude and would often pull pranks on the group.
“Although he’s 7 foot tall, he’s actually pretty goofy
and loves to make jokes and have fun,” Okereafor
said. “Matt loved to play pranks and come into my
room and rearrange stuff or draw a mustache on our
team photo. He was just a good guy to be around.”
Before the ACL injury, Lopez was drafted by the
Athletics with the first overall pick in the league’s
annual draft in early 2015. Lopez would then take the
rest of 2015 to heal
SEE LOPEZ
from his injury and
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before the NCAA Championships began
at Madison Square Garden, the six members of
the wrestling team who qualified stepped out into
the empty arena and took it all in. The venue was
a little more cavernous than the 1,650-seated Alumni
Gym.
Over the next three days, as the storied venue was
filled to the rafters with 19,000 fans from all corners
of the nation, sophomore Chad Walsh brought attention to Rider. As the No. 15 seed at the 157-pound
weight class, Walsh came one win away from wrestling
for a national title. He became the 15th Bronc in
program history to earn All-America status, finishing
fifth in his weight class.
Associate Head Coach John Hangey said the
team as a whole did a good job of blocking out
the hype and focusing on the task at hand.
“Obviously, the Garden is one of the most
famous arenas in the country, and we certainly
took the time to appreciate that,” he said. “But
we were there to wrestle, and I think everyone
was locked in when it mattered.”
In the first session of the tournament on
March 17, Walsh faced Greg Flournoy of
George Mason in round one. It was the third
time this season he beat Flournoy, who also
wrestles in the Eastern Wrestling League. The
score this time was a dominating 11-2.
In the second round, Walsh pulled off one
of the biggest upsets of the weekend when he
defeated North Carolina State’s Thomas Gantt,
the second seed, in a match that was televised
on ESPN. Walsh’s 11-8 win advanced him to the
quarterfinals and gave Gantt only his second loss
of the year.
That avenged an overtime loss to Gantt earlier in
the season.
“I really didn’t have to train harder or anything like
that to be able to win,” Walsh said. “Our first match
went the distance, so I knew I could beat him. I was
just able to take control of the match better than the
first time we wrestled each other.”
On March 18, Walsh officially clinched a spot on
the podium when he came from behind to beat Cody
Pack, the seventh seed from South Dakota State. Pack
led 6-0 after the first period, with eight seconds of riding time, but Walsh responded by picking up 10 points
in the second to take a 10-9 lead. He won 11-10,
thanks to an extra point from over a minute of riding
time.
Hangey said that Walsh’s success was no Cinderella

Sophomore Chad Walsh celebrates his win in the quarterfinals.

Former Bronc stands tall in island basketball
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By Carlos Toro

ORMER Rider center Matt Lopez was enjoying his
senior year, leading the Broncs to the top of the
MAAC standings. Then he fell victim to a devastating injury.
Lopez’s basketball career was seemingly over, until
a team from the island territory of Puerto Rico gave
him an opportunity to continue playing the sport he
loves and make a living.
While many would look at Lopez’s pro career path
as a lucky blessing, basketball fans in Puerto Rico had
long expected the former Bronc to don a uniform for
a Balencesto Superior Nacional (BSN) team. After all, this
was not the first time he was involved with Puerto
Rican basketball.
He was born in New Jersey, but he was a part of
Puerto Rico’s 16-and-under national team. While
Lopez was not born in Puerto Rico, his father was
born in the town of Mayaguez, but moved to New
Jersey whe he was just 8 years old.
He travelled to the island every summer to be a
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