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Rozanski among highest-paid N.J. presidents

F

By Thomas Albano

ORMER university President Mordechai Rozanski
had the fourth-highest pay in terms of total compensation out of all private college presidents in
New Jersey in 2013, according to data published in
The Chronicle of Higher Education this week.
Rozanski’s total compensation, which according
to The Chronicle counts the president’s base pay plus
bonuses, nontaxable compensation and any other
compensation, was $701,433. His compensation
increased 14.8 percent from 2012 to 2013.
Rozanski also ranked in the top five in base pay
for New Jersey private-college presidents, placing
fifth with $382,763. This was only slightly above the
median for all private college presidents in the country
that year, $347,789.
“[Rozanski] was a highly effective leader for Rider
University, and the Board of Trustees believes his
compensation was commensurate with his and the
university’s many achievements in 2013, particularly
given the very challenging environment,” Michael
Kennedy, chairman of the board of trustees, said in
a statement. “His compensation was composed of
four categories, his base salary of $382,763, his other
compensation of $240,401, his bonus of $12,500 and
various other non-taxable benefits totaling $65,769.
“In addition, not included in this total was
$105,414 in deferred compensation and pension contributions. While awarded in 2013, he was not eligible

to receive these amounts until he served his full second
contract term and retired as Rider’s president.”
The New Jersey president who led the categories of
total compensation and base pay was the president of
Princeton, Shirley M. Tilghman. In 2013, Rozanski
also trailed a second president of Princeton, who
succeeded Tilghman, and the president of Stevens
Institute of Technology. Rozanski out-earned the
presidents of Monmouth, Seton Hall, Drew and
Georgian Court.
Rozanski was the highest out of all presidents
in New Jersey’s private colleges in the categories of
tuition equivalent to total compensation and compensation per million in expenses. The former president’s
pay was 19.89 times greater than the tuition in 201213, and greater than the country’s median of 12.06
times the median tuition. Rozanski’s pay was $4,486
for every $1 million in total expenditures, slightly
below the national median of $4,837 per $1 million.
“[Rozanski’s] compensation was determined by
the Senior Compensation Committee of the Board of
Trustees and was reviewed and approved by the full
board annually,” Kennedy said. “An important part of
the approval process is obtaining the advice of external consultants, who conduct a comprehensive market
analysis and comparison to Rider’s peer institutions
across the nation. The board’s approved compensation also reflects a detailed annual assessment of the
President’s performance based on pre-established

goals and objectives.
“[His] reported benefits included the cost of benefits consistent with all employees, such as the cost of
medical and other insurance benefits and standard
Rider pension contributions. Other benefits are almost
universally provided to presidents, such as use of a car
and the market value of the President’s House.”
Comparing this to presidents of private institutions
in Pennsylvania that year, Rozanski’s salary was higher
than the presidents of institutions such as Bucknell,
Carnegie Mellon and Albright.
No 2013 information on current Rider President
Gregory Dell’Omo, who at the time was the president
of Robert Morris University, could be found in The
Chronicle past 2010. At that time, Dell’Omo ranked
12th in total compensation out of all Pennsylvania
private institution presidents with $468,981.
A Chronicle section in that compares a president with others nationally, the top comparison to
Dell’Omo in terms of total compensation and base
pay was Rozanski.
Dell’Omo’s current Rider base salary is $475,000
with the potential for a 30 percent bonus, he told
students during a forum about cutbacks on Nov. 3.
He did not mention non-taxable benefits or deferred
compensation.

Making dean’s list

A
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By Theresa Evans

Dean of Students Anthony Campbell is Santa Claus for a member of the Mercer County’s Boys and
Girls Club, during a holiday event in the Cavalla Room on Dec. 4.

N evening

full of games, pizza and
a special visit from Santa helped
Rider students come together to
bring holiday spirit to the children of Mercer County’s Boys and Girls
Club in the Cavalla Room on Dec. 4.
The third annual Bonner student holiday event started off with
a performance from Rider’s Dance
Team. Rider clubs and organizations,
including the Leadership Development
Program, RiderSERVES and multiple
sororities and fraternities, created
activities and 107.7 The Bronc provided
music for the event.
Assistant Director of Campus Life
for Service Learning Joan Liptrot
introduced the children to the variety
of activities that the Rider students
organized for them.
“Our expectations are that we will
provide some holiday fun for some local
kids from Trenton who go to the Boys
and Girls Club’s after-school programs,” she said. “Hopefully everyone
will have fun. The little kids and the big
kids.”
The kids smiled while they went
from station to station and interacted
with the student volunteers. The
Cavalla Room was decorated with
Santa hats and Christmas stockings.
Even the volunteers got into the
holiday spirit, dressing as elves and
wearing reindeer antlers.
“I thought it was important to

volunteer because it will give the kids
something to do and will get them looking forward to the holidays,” said freshman marketing major Sarah Loricco.
Senior elementary education major
Madison Csizmadia organized the
event as part of the Bonner program.
She reached out to the Rider community and volunteers were eager
to get involved. She said she wanted
to arrange the evening for the kids
because they don’t usually get to do
things like what she put together.
“I think that it’s showing them
that there are positive role models out
there,” said Csizmadia. “All of these
people are here for them and I think it
shows that they care and that will have
a big impact on them. A lot of people
take that for granted, that they had a
support system.”
The kids played games such as
the snowman ball toss and Christmas
bingo. They also made elf hats, snowflakes, fake snow and marshmallow
snowmen. The volunteers ensured that
the kids had a great time.
“It was rewarding to be a part of
something that could entertain and
brighten their day,” said freshman
healthcare management major Lauren
Mee. “Their faces lit up at the energy.”
“It’s amazing,” said junior finance
major Restituta Ikuzwe. “You can really
feel the Christmas spirit.”
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Barricaded students

On Dec. 4 at 8:35 a.m., Public Safety was dispatched to Conover Hall because a dorm room door
was barricaded by furniture. Public Safety moved the
furniture aside and discussed the incident with the
two room occupants. This is the second time this has
happened to the residents and the investigation is
ongoing. Public Safety would like to make it clear that
blocking hallways and doors is a violation of university policy and is taken as a serious matter. Notify
Residence Life staff or Public Safety if you notice a
door or hallway blocked.

Dec. 9, 2015

Triple threat

Recently, Public Safety was made aware of at least
three incidents where students misused the Safe
Rides program. In each of these cases, the cost of
the misused services was over $100. The students
are being charged with misrepresentation of items
and services, 1.2 in The Source. The matter has been
referred to Office of Community Standards, and
Public Safety wants to remind students that Safe
Rides is a beneficial program for the Rider community
members, so remember to use it for the program’s
intention.

Note from Public Safety

As the winter break approaches and students prepare to leave campus, Public Safety wants to remind students
to take home personal belongings, including medications, passports, electronics, jewelry and other valuables. If
anyone needs to park close to a residence hall to pack a vehicle, notify Public Safety. Public Safety wants to wish all
members of the Rider community an enjoyable holiday season and looks forward to seeing everyone in 2016.

Lawrence police called to check on
student in Lake House
On Dec. 7, between 4:30 and 5:30 p.m., Public
Safety and the Lawrence police were dispatched
to Lake House after a call from a student.
Six Lawrence police cars and a Public Safety
vehicle were spotted behind the building. A Public
Safety official said that they were “just checking
on the welfare of a student.” Lt. Joseph Amodio of
the Lawrence police confirmed the Public Safety
official’s statement.
“We were called to Rider University to check
the welfare of a student,” Amodio said. “The student was taken to the hospital.”

A

By Brandon Scalea
BOY was

born to a Dutch mother
and a Polish father in Belgium. At
the onset of World War II, he was
left without parents overnight.
Originally a Flemish speaker, he had to
learn French quickly in order to survive, hidden, in France until 1945. He
learned English, too, by listening to BBC
broadcasts on a clandestine radio.
Still, he became the first Ph.D. in
a family that did not have any formal
education past high school.
The Rider community will be
saying goodbye to this man, Dr. Fred
Lasser, when he retires later this month
after 39 years and one semester as an
adjunct professor of English. He was
honored by colleagues at a reception on
Dec. 3.
Lasser benefited students with his
knowledge of the classics, religion and
mythology, and for nearly four decades,
he made Rider students better writers.
Sophomore secondary education
major Alison Alfano recalled her time
in CMP 125 with the professor.
“He was an excellent instructor who
was knowledgeable in many different
fields,” she said. “He kept the class
interesting by telling stories and tying
biblical and mythological references
into his lectures. He brought his passion
to the classroom and I really think he
enriched all of us.”
Despite his fine qualifications, it
was a humorous twist of fate that gave
Lasser a job at Rider in the first place.
“After two years of teaching high
school, I decided to see if I could get a
job elsewhere,” he said. “Rider had a
chair of the English department back
then named Paul Sher. We were on
the phone for about two hours, and he
detected some sort of French accent in
me. We ended up having a conversation
in French, where he never asked me
once about teaching English. He said
he wanted someone to speak French

with during lunch, so I was hired.”
Before earning his Ph.D. in comparative literature from Rutgers in 1979,
Lasser studied at a number of schools
in New York City.
Showing knowledge in several different fields, Lasser made it clear that he
did not originally plan to teach English.
“I majored in Greek and Latin; who
teaches that nowadays? So that was out.
I minored in philosophy; did I really
want to teach philosophy, though?” he
said. “Now, I didn’t have enough credit
to teach anything besides English. I
studied English in graduate school, but
I had to make up some courses. Two
years later, colleges decided to do away
with the requirement for foreign language. My whole field is killed. Then, I
was left with English.”
Before beginning his career as a
teacher, Lasser worked as a social
worker in the Department of Social
Services in New York. A few years later,
he began to teach college graduates
social welfare legislation and report
writing.
As a result of his work, he received
an annual scholarship of $10,000 to
attend the Graduate School of Social
Work at NYU, though he chose the
City College of New York instead.
In 1972, he began what would be a
27-year career as a part-time lecturer
at Rutgers, where he taught literature
courses that would include modern
drama and existentialism. Lasser also
taught several English courses including
war and ethics, Holocaust studies and
urban studies.
Much of the same was done at
Rider, where he started as an adjunct
in 1976.
“I had been upgraded over the years
to a priority adjunct and an assistant
professor,” he said. “I did function as
a full-timer for many of the years even
though I was legally considered parttime. I taught six courses per year for
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University bids farewell to a character

At his retirement party on Dec. 3, Dr. Fred Lasser (left) shows Chair of the English Department Dr.
Seiwoong Oh a photo of a styrofoam sculpture he created.
many of the years. When I divided my
time between here and Rutgers, I was
teaching 12-14 courses per year.”
Outside of his work as a teacher,
Lasser wrote numerous papers, including academic grant proposals, publications, works for the theater, screenplays
and even musical pieces. In 1969, he
won the Jerome Lowell DeJur Award
for his first novel, The Excommunication.
In 1980, he wrote the book for
Fortune and Fame: Do or Die, a musical
that was performed off-Broadway the
following year. His most recent works
include a series of 40 Shakespearean
sonnets to which he added nine original
illustrations called Requiem to Samson.
After a nearly four-decade-long
chapter at Rider, Lasser insisted that

although he is parting ways with this
career, a new career will begin for him.
“It is as if I just walked into Rider
yesterday,” he said. “But much work is
left to be done. I’ve always been very
much into the art because I have a
musical background. I’d like to start
publishing heavily. I also have a series
of works from 1968 to 1978 that I had
not seen for 30 years; they were tucked
away between dusty pages of The New
York Times that my cat took an interest in. All of a sudden, here were my
paintings and collages from that time. I
would like to have these reproduced.”
Lasser will retire when the Fall 2015
semester ends on Dec. 23, and this new
chapter will begin.

Update on confrontation and arrest in front of Daly’s

A

By Thomas Albano
SUPPOSED violent

incident that took place in the
vicinity of Daly’s Dining Hall on Dec. 1 ended
up being a situation quite different than originally thought.
Lawrence police took a young woman into custody after a series of events that ended in front of
Daly’s, according to a university official. The incident
involved two people from off-campus — a father and
daughter.

The university official said that the young woman
was originally arrested by the Lawrence police after
she was charged with shoplifting. She was brought to
police headquarters, where her father picked her up.
According to Lt. Joseph Amodio of the Lawrence
police, “Upon release, there was an argument between
her and her father; she fled the area of the police station. The father chased after his daughter.”
The situation ended up in front of Daly’s about
6 p.m. that day. The woman ran inside, and told a

Daly’s employee that her father was attempting to
abuse and rape her.
The employee sought out a Daly’s manager, who
notified Public Safety. Both Public Safety and the
police came to the scene, and the individuals involved
were taken off campus.
The young woman was placed in custody again,
and she now faces two charges — one for shoplifting
and another for obstruction.
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Planting new ideas in the Garden State

G

By Shanna O’Mara

Christie has been making headlines
since he was elected in 2010, but, more often
than not, he does so for all the wrong reasons, according to State Assemblyman John
Wisniewski.
“Our governor is renowned for his intolerance for
anyone who may disagree with him, and the list of
those who have suffered his displeasure is endless,”
Wisniewski said. “We all know the quotes. ‘Sit down,
and shut up,’ ‘Someone ought to take a bat out on
her,’ or, my personal favorite, ‘Numb nuts.’ The governor of the state of New Jersey, while not even in the
state, called the head of the Policemen’s Benevolent
Association a pig. There is a buyer’s remorse that has
set in with the voters who thought Christie would be
the one to shake things up. They’ve since learned that
his rhetoric has little relationship to his performance.
“It’s no wonder that it’s hard to have a thoughtful
and honest conversation without it devolving into a
war on words. We need to have an open dialogue if
we are going to understand the problems we face and
commonly find solutions that we can embrace for the
good of our state.”
Wisniewski (D-Middlesex) spoke in the Mercer
Room on Dec. 3 at an event sponsored by the
Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics about problems in the Garden State as well as his proposals to do
right by the place he calls home. He is widely expected
to enter the governor’s race in 2018.
Wisniewski has sponsored laws that expanded safety
inspections of school buses, renovated the Division of
Motor Vehicles, improved the safety of teenage drivers and strengthened fire safety regulations in college
residence halls, among many others.
Wisniewski was elected to the Assembly in 1995
and has been re-elected 10 times since. He has
represented Middlesex County for 19 years and is
also a deputy speaker and chairman of the Assembly
Transportation and Independent Authorities
Committee. He was elected to chair this committee in
2001.
“As both a member and as chair, I’ve come to learn
a great deal about how critically important transportation is to our state,” Wisniewski said. “The infrastructure that New Jersey hosts and the need to maintain
that infrastructure contributes so much to our economy, and that is why I’m a vocal advocate for finding a
long-term funding solution to fund our Transportation
Trust Fund.”
While currently advocating for a sustainable source
to finance transportation, a major revenue generator
in New Jersey, Wisniewski is also working to reform
the Port Authority.
“We’ve had steep hikes in Port Authority tolls

Samantha Sawh/The Rider News

OV. Chris

State Assemblyman John Wisniewski speaks in the Mercer Room
on Dec. 3 about the leadership problems New Jersey faces.
— 50 percent over four years,” he said. “And we
have increases in New Jersey Transit fares, the largest
increases in the history of New Jersey Transit. And so,
we see temporary measures being taken, not to enable
the Transportation Trust Fund to succeed and thrive,
but to be able to get through the moment.”
These “temporary measures,” Wisniewski said,
were taken by a procrastinating Christie who wants to
push the issue back while he focuses on his presidential
campaign.
“I have a proposal on the table,” he said. “I’ve had
it on the table for quite some time. It would increase
the gas tax. I am one of the few [potential gubernatorial candidates] who has been going around the state
talking about the need to raise the gas tax. My proposal raises revenue, but it costs the average driver in
New Jersey 50 cents a day. When we think about the
costs that we all endure every single day because of
the inadequacies of our transportation system, asking
people for 50 cents to be able to correct all of those
ills is not necessarily a bad deal.”
Wisniewski says that with recent toll hikes on the
George Washington Bridge and the frequency with
which many New Jersians travel into the city, his plan
may ease the financial strain that many face.
“Think about this,” he said. “You live in Bergen
County. You earn $100,000 a year because you have
a job in Manhattan, and you pay the Port Authority
$15 every time you cross that bridge. By the end of
the year, you will have paid more in tolls to the Port
Authority than you will have paid income tax to the
state of New Jersey.”

As a result of these toll hikes, Wisniewski and
the Assembly Transportation Committee undertook
an investigation that would soon become known as
“Bridgegate.”
“We sent out probably a dozen open public record
act requests to the Port Authority,” he said. “Those
OPRA requests were routinely ignored. What we were
looking for was justification for the enormous toll
increases. It was that subpoena authority and our digging that led to the now infamous memo that was sent
by a young lady named Bridget Kelly that said, ‘Time
for traffic problems in Fort Lee.’”
On Sep. 9, 2013, what was for many the first day
of school, two of three toll lanes were purposely
closed at the main toll plaza for the upper level of the
George Washington Bridge to create traffic jams during morning rush hour in Fort Lee. The lanes did not
reopen until Sept. 13.
“Our investigation as a committee is not to look at
who should be charged with a crime, who should go to
jail,” Wisniewski said. “Our investigation as a committee is to look at it and figure out, ‘How can we stop
that kind of abuse of power from happening again?’”
Wisniewski said he saw that same abuse of power
earlier that day when he spoke at the statehouse about
a bill that would have made it more difficult for those
with a history of mental illness to obtain a firearm.
The governor conditionally vetoed this bill, and
although many New Jersey politicians previously supported the restrictions on firearm purchases, several
were now intimidated by Christie’s actions, according
to Wisniewski.
“This bill passed in the early summer by a vote of
74 to nothing,” Wisniewski said. “The governor sent
back a conditional veto. Of the 74 who supported this
bill, we only had 50 votes today to do the override,
four votes short of the number required.
“As to whether I might run [for governor],the decision is one that I’m considering,” Wisniewski said. “In
the meantime, I’m going to continue to do my job as
a member of the Assembly, continue to point out the
problems that I see with how our state is run, continue
to advocate for solutions that I think will make our
state a better place and continue to work to make New
Jersey a better place for all of us to call home.”
Junior public relations major Valerie Bell said that
although she lives in Pennsylvania and could not vote
for Wisniewski if he ran for governor, she would support his campaign.
“What he said about gun control — about the bill
that he wanted to pass, that didn’t go through unfortunately — that’s what I agree mostly with,” Bell said.
“Recently, there was a mass shooting in California, so
that’s a really important issue, especially now.”

Professor turns page on famous political scandals

W

By Gianluca D’Elia

HETHER it is Bill Clinton’s affair
with Monica Lewinsky, or the
break-in at the Democratic
National Committee headquarters in 1972 that eventually became
Watergate, political scandals can make
fascinating stories — and they may have
more in common than people think.
David Dewberry, a professor of
communication, published The American
Political Scandal: Free Speech, Public
Discourse and Democracy in August 2015,
providing an in-depth analysis of rhetoric in political scandals, and how they
seem to play out the same way every
time.
“I’m interested in when things go
bad and how we deal with and respond
to them, especially in politics,” he said.
“I’m trained as a rhetorician, and my
major theoretical interest is in cultural
myths and how people use them to
make sense of their lives and worlds.
I was interested in how people made
sense of things gone wrong in politics.”
Dewberry’s interest in “political

rhetoric and the communications
aspect of when things go wrong” led
him to discover that his arguments
could best be supported by political
scandals, and he then began collecting
books on different scandals.
“In some aspects, they’re really great
stories in and of themselves,” he said.
In The American Political Scandal,
Dewberry examines five political
scandals: Watergate, Teapot Dome,
Iran-Contra, Bill Clinton’s affair with
Monica Lewinsky and Bridgegate.
“Watergate was an easy choice —
we still use the suffix -gate to indicate
that something is scandal,” Dewberry
said. “If you ask anybody to name a
scandal, Watergate tops the list. If you
were to ask people to name a scandal
before Watergate happened, they’d
say Teapot Dome. So those were easy
choices. I picked the Clinton/Lewinsky
scandal because of the impeachment. No matter what he did, he was
impeached. That’s significant.”
Initially, Dewberry had only used
those three scandals, but a former

professor of his suggested that he write
about Iran-Contra, a scandal that is still
being dealt with now.
“We still don’t know what really happened there,” Dewberry said.
Dewberry argues that political
scandals follow a similar narrative of
rhetoric and media coverage instead of
focusing on the actual ethics violation
or political corruption.
In The American Political Scandal,
Dewberry says the scandals he examined “begin in a political context of
relative prosperity that is shattered by
the press’s publicity of misconduct.”
Politicians then take part in “partisan
rhetoric” that makes charges sound
more like “politically inspired attacks.”
Dewberry said evidence and testimonies strengthen public attention
to the scandal, but public attention
then decreases as the scandal goes to
court and receives less news coverage.
Typically, the scandal ends with a confirmation of wrongdoing.
Although major political scandals
have followed a similar narrative

pattern, Dewberry says they are still full
of surprises.
“When Bill Clinton infamously said,
‘I did not have sex with that woman,
Miss Lewinsky,’ he said that because
he forgot her name,” Dewberry said.
“Clinton, who remembers everyone’s
name, forgot the woman’s name
who caused him to be impeached.
Hilarious.”
Dewberry anticipates that future
scandals will continue to follow the
narrative he describes in The American
Political Scandal.
“The book was done when
Bridgegate happened,” Dewberry
recalled. His editor wanted that subject
to be added to the book, which played
out in the same way as the others.
“[Scandals] are one of the primary ways Americans judge politics,”
Dewberry said. “Scandals are great
stories. We can talk about the personal
actions of politicians because we know
more about personal actions than foreign policy.”
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By Thomas Albano

radio station, Rider’s 107.7 The Bronc,
ranked 15th in the nation by The Princeton Review,
,just received an expansion out-of-state.
One of the station’s sponsored Saturday
morning programs, Turf ’s Up, can be heard not only
on 107.7 The Bronc and its website and apps, but now
also on iHeart Radio over 1230 AM WBZT in West
Palm Beach, Florida. Turf ’s Up’s central purpose is to
give listeners advice on lawn care and give tips on how
to turn a dull lawn into one of the best-looking in the
neighborhood.
Turf ’s Up’s host Darren Gruner is a landscape
designer and installer who, in 1983 at the age of 17,
began his own company, Kentucky Blue. Now, Gruner
runs TotalScape Design, Inc., which focuses on not
just landscaping, but also things such as home remodeling, building patios and decks and irrigation services.
“I talked to the Program Director down there [at
1230 AM WBZT],” Gruner said. “He was interested
in the show and thought it would be a perfect match
for the station.
“I’ve actually been doing landscaping since I was
11. I’ve loved doing it. I ended up deciding not to continue the pre-med program I was in and to continue
doing what I loved.”
The current producers of the show, who also assist
Gruner as co-hosts, are sophomore digital media
majors Andrew Zayicek, The Bronc’s media player
director, and Matthew St. Onge, its assistant program
director.
“It originally started out as an idea in the back of
Darren’s head,” St. Onge said. “He was working with
the station down in Florida and they locked in a deal.
Then it was a lot of preparation, but we found out in
early October.”
Turf ’s Up airs every Saturday from 9 to 10 a.m.
Other sponsored weekend shows from the station
include Your Pet Matters, which is about pet health;
HE college

Inside Your Mind, which deals with topics including
mental health and addiction; and Your Career is Calling,
a show about landing a job and improving key job
skills.
The fact that the shows are sponsored does not
influence content, according to the general manager
of The Bronc, John Mozes.
“[Sponsorship] has absolutely no effect,” he said.
“The content is designed to always serve the public, first and foremost, and the revenue gained from
underwriting these terrific and ambitious programs.”
This deal, plus the national ranking The Bronc
received from The Princeton Review this past summer,
can help other shows on the station, St. Onge hopes.
“It’s really huge for The Bronc,” he said. “We are, as
far as we know, the first college radio station to work
with a commercial radio station like that. It really
opens up a lot of opportunities for other shows on The
Bronc.”
And Gruner says working with St. Onge and
Zayicek has been a real treat with their talents.
“They’re great students. They’re involved,” Gruner
said. “To me, they’re more professionals now than
they are students at this point. They learn quickly and
easily. They come up with ideas for segments and they
deliver.”
Since the syndicated airing started, beginning with
the Nov. 21 episode, the show’s social media has seen
a rise in numbers. Zayicek brought up the show’s
Facebook page to show the benefits.
“From Nov. 25 to Dec. 1, we got 47 new page likes
— which upped it 370 percent — and we’ve reached
1,086 people,” Zayicek said. “So it was just a lot to be
able to move forward with it and just keep these statistics going. And now we’ve been growing and growing
and we have over 200 likes.
“When [St. Onge] and I started, we had less than
100 likes and now we’re up to 225. So now more
people can like our Facebook page and get involved.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Radio station rides wave to Florida

Darren Gruner hosts Turf’s Up, which is now broadcast in West
Palm Beach on iHeart Radio over 1230 AM WBZT.
We’re now doing giveaways and contests, so it’s good
to promote it like that and advertise more every time
we’re on the radio.”
Zayicek added that it could also be a benefit to
members of the station, such as himself and St. Onge.
“We’ve been listening to [iHeart] for so long, and
now to actually be on iHeart Radio, it’s kind of like a
dream come true,” he said. “It hopefully opens up
some doors later in our careers because we’re both
radio, television and film majors. We’ve talked to a
lot of people and have met a lot of people on-air. It’s
putting our name out there. You never know, could be
another stepping stone in the right direction.”
For a complete list of sponsors, visit theridernews.com.
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a Rider Club in the making . . .

No LYE
Group
it’s all about hair
“Curls and Conversations”

Thurs., Dec. 10, 6 p.m.
BLC Commuter Lounge

In collaboration between:
BSU, LASO, Rider’s Women United,
Student Support Services and
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

OFFICE OF
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS
Unity + Diversity = University
RIDER UNIVERSITY

Don’t miss the Big Event!
Giveaways, Games, Consultations,
and much more . . .
Special Guests: Tressenoire
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Arts&Entertainment

December

9

10

Green Film Series:
Merchants of Doubt

11 12

Operetta: Cendrillon

Wednesday, Dec. 9,
7 p.m.
Sweigart 115

Thursday, Dec. 10,
3 p.m.
Robert L. Annis Playhouse
Westminster Choir College

An Evening of Readings and
Carols

An Afternoon of Readings
and Carols

Friday, Dec. 11, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 12, 8 p.m.
Princeton University Chapel

Saturday, Dec. 12,
2 p.m.
Princeton University Chapel

15 19

14

Handel’s Messiah

Westminster Chinese
Music Ensemble:
Garden Nine
Monday, Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Bristol Chapel
Westminster Choir College

Tuesday, Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 17, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 18, 11 a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 19, 7:30 p.m
Avery Fisher Hall, 10 Lincoln
Center Plaza, New York, New York

16

Westminster Community
Orchestra: Holiday
Sing-a-Long
Wednesday,
Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m.
Robert L. Annis Playhouse
Westminster Choir College

January

15 17

24

Westminster CoOPERAtive
Program: Hansel and Gretel

Westminster Conservatory
Faculty Recital

Friday, Jan. 15, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 16, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 17, 2:30 p.m.
Robert L. Annis Playhouse
Westminster Choir College

Sunday, Jan. 24,
3 p.m.
Bristol Chapel
Westminster Choir College

28

12

Jan. - Feb.

25

Westminster Chinese
Music Ensemble: Garden
Nine
Monday, Dec. 14,
7:30 p.m.
Bristol Chapel
Westminster Choir College

21

Rider University Art Gallery: Scott Noel

Featuring his still-life, city views, landscapes and large
figure compositions.
Thursday, Jan. 28 through Sunday, Feb. 21
Opening Reception: Thursday, Jan. 28, 5-7 p.m.
Artist’s Talk: Sunday, Feb. 4, 7 p.m.
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Newest edition of student-produced musical comes back to life
years of writing
songs, developing a script
and painting a vision, senior
musical theater major Colby
Dezelick’s original musical Between
the Lines is making its way back to the
Rider stage.
Between the Lines is a musical about a
young artist, Girl, portrayed by senior
musical theater major Samantha
Funk, who is pressured by a company
to paint in a way that fits its standards.
“[The musical] follows her journey
in choosing whether she wants to go
that route, or another route of trying
to go against what everyone tells her
and try to be true to herself,” Dezelick
said.
Although the character of Girl
presented Funk with some challenges,
she was able to channel her character
through the similarities they share.
“I think both Girl and I are very
passionate about what we love, our
art, and will do whatever we think is
right to achieve success in our craft,”
she said. “At first, I didn’t completely
understand her point of view on
decisions she would make throughout
her journey. However, as the story has
developed more through rehearsals,
I think Girl becomes justified in her
decisions and relatable to others.”
This is not the first time Between
the Lines has had a presence in Rider
theater. Dezelick began the writing
process his freshman year with the
help of his friends.

“We were just singing songs and
then it evolved into this show,” he
said. “We initially [performed] it my
sophomore year, and it was just me
and a bunch of friends — it still is —
but that’s how it always was.”
The musical, originally performed
in the Spitz Theater, “was just a ‘song
cycle’ of all of these songs that lined
up to this storyline,” as Dezelick
described it.
The performance in the Spitz
consisted of the small eight-person
cast, with Dezelick at the keyboard,
and “someone to flick the light switch
on and off.”
After receiving positive feedback from friends, family and peers,
Dezelick knew that the musical had
potential to grow.
“I wrote more of the script, wrote
more songs, brought more people on
board, and it grew,” he explained.
“So, we did it again last year in the
Yvonne Theater, and got another
great response.”
The new version of Between the Lines
will be performed in the Bart Luedeke
Center Theater on Dec. 16 and 17.
“It’s growing even more,” Dezelick
said. “It’s still about friends singing
songs and reading scenes, but it’s
just evolved into a more professional
version.”
For Funk, Between the Lines has
proven to be a “refreshing” endeavor.
“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime experience to be originating a character
and singing new music we haven’t

seen or heard of yet in the professional world,” she said. “It’s so easy
to be involved in a show and look up
videos on YouTube from past productions all around the world, but for the
most part, everything in this version
of Between The Lines hasn’t been seen,
heard, or done before.”
Between the Lines is, in part, about
the students, but Dezelick noted how
important Rider’s musical theater
faculty were during the process.
“They are so open and willing to
work with the students and try and
provide for them in any kind of course
of action, not just in the classes they
require, but allowing people to really
try and explore all facets of theater
and the arts,” he said.
Although directing and writing a
musical is a rewarding experience for

Dezelick, the process can be “tricky.”
“As a writer, you want to say, ‘I
love everything I’ve ever written.’
But as a director, you have to look
at it and wonder if something really
serves the story that we’re telling,” he
said. “Especially for this version, I try
and blend the text with my directorial vision of it, so it’s very clear and
concise and the two mesh together
very well.”
Despite evolving from him at a
keyboard in his sophomore year, to
a full cast complete with a band and
choreographer, Dezelick wouldn’t
change a thing about the process.
“What I’ve learned from doing
the process has been so gratifying,”
he said. “The ignorance of when we
first started was, obviously, terrifying
looking at it now, but I think every

mistake has led to a new discovery; the beauty of it has been the
evolution.”
Watching his show come to life,
particularly the music, has been
Dezelick’s proudest moment.
“Being able to write a song and
see it fully realized on stage is very
special to me,” he said. “It’s been a
soundtrack to our four years here,
in a way, so it’s really cool to hear
songs that are still in the show that
were the first songs I’ve written.
Each song kind of has a memory
box of all those different things, so I
think that’s the most special thing.”
Additional reporting by Emily
Klingman.

The cast of Between the Lines performing in 2014. The student-penned musical will be taking the stage for the third time with new and improved music and script.

T

By Gianluca D’Elia
WO Rider

students had the opportunity to attend
an intensive peacemaking workshop with the
Transitional Justice Institute (TJI) at Ulster
University in Jordanstown, Northern Ireland,
from June 22-26.
Sophomore global studies major Rachel Lemonick
and sophomore political science major Lilly Miller
spent the week learning about international law and
human rights in societies emerging from conflicts,
and discussed their experiences at a teach-in with the
Political Science Department on Nov. 17.
Northern Ireland is still emerging from the
Troubles, a time of political conflict from the 1960s
to the late 1990s between Unionists, who were mostly
Protestant and considered themselves British, and
Nationalists, who were mostly Roman Catholic and
considered themselves Irish.
“Civil issues between citizens can last generations,
even if people didn’t live through them or suffer from
them,” said Miller. “People hold so tightly onto their
pain and memories.”
Protestants and Catholics in Northern Ireland
are still separated by tall gates and fences to prevent
violence and the throwing of bricks and Molotov
cocktails into one another’s communities.
“When we were on tours, there were little
Protestant kids throwing around stuffed animals, banging on bus windows, sticking their tongues out and
telling us to leave,” Miller recalled. “The issues are
still fresh in their minds. Violence is so common in
Northern Ireland and youth become so involved with
these issues even though it’s not something they should
be so passionate about.”
Miller and Lemonick also learned that women are
underprotected in international law.
“International law isn’t binding. There are treaties
between states and they hold each other accountable,” Lemonick said. “And if they don’t follow the

rules, there’s no guarantee anything is going to happen. The aftermath of World War II was motivation
for European countries to establish human rights
laws. The primary actors in these states were mostly
men. So where are the women? Are the women even
included? Women did not have representation in the
legal framework of reparations.”
Through reparations, governments try to help
their people recover from the damage left by wars and
political conflicts.
“After conflicts, reparations involve recognition of
what victims went through,” Lemonick said. “The
first step in getting over something for a victim is
recognition. Reparations guarantee recognition, but
there are problems in reparations. Compensation is in
proportion to harm. So how do you tell a person that
someone’s harm is worse than another’s?”
A lack of laws on conflict-related sexual violence
is a problem for places like Northern Ireland that are
going through a transition period.
“There has to be a conviction in order to get reparations,” said Lemonick. “Since laws on sexual assault
are vague, cases get brought into courts but there are
not always convictions. Victims have to rehash everything they went through just to get nothing.”
Miller said that “in some cases, women were collecting firewood when they were attacked by soldiers.
“The best way to solve that issue was moving the
firewood closer to their homes so they wouldn’t have
to venture out where they couldn’t protect themselves,” she said.
The problem does not just affect women, though.
Lemonick and Miller said male victims are completely
ignored in international law.
“Men would be forced to gang-rape homes,” said
Miller. “It’s not a choice for them. So should they still
get reparations? Are they truly innocent?”
Miller said the government does what it can to
repair its community and try to make peace among its

Courtesy of Lilly Miller

Students learn about peace and troubles

Lily Miller and Rachel Lemonick visit historic sites during their weeklong workshop dealing with human rights and internationa law.
people — that is what the whole concept of transitional justice is all about.
“The most important thing I learned is that there
are men and women working every day to combat this
issue,” Miller said. “Spreading awareness is the best
thing you can do at this point to change these societal
norms and international commonalities.”

Senior stepping into the world of high fashion

S

By Pauline Theeuws
ENIOR digital

media major Brooke
Vernon will be wearing Christian
Louboutin heels during her last
semester, as she will start her co-op
with the prestigious luxury retailer this
January.
Vernon, who has always wanted to
end up in New York City, will start her
co-op with Christian Louboutin in the
Big Apple as a public relations intern.
Describing the Louboutin office
as “home,” she been on an impressive journey. Being a self-proclaimed
“fashion addict,” Vernon started her
career early during her sophomore
year at Rider, when she modeled for
Seventeen. It was then that she had a
revelation that would drastically change
the course of her future.
“More than being in front of the
camera, I like to actually be involved
and like working with the products,”
Vernon said.
It was during her last photoshoot
that Vernon realized she wanted to
make a change and begin working
behind the scenes as opposed to in front
of the lens.
After this revelation, Vernon began
the internship process in full force,
determined to make a name for herself.
Vernon started her first internship
the summer after her sophomore year
at Marie Claire as an accessories intern.
Since then, other great opportunities
kept falling into her lap.
During the spring semester of her
junior year, Vernon interned with
the men’s and women’s stylist at the
Michael Kors office, where she got a

Courtesy of Brooke Vernon

FTER four

Courtesy of Colby Dezelick

A

By Samantha Brandbergh

Brooke Vernon will soon begin working behind the camera and take the next step in her professional career as
a public relations intern for fashion designer Christian Louboutin in January.
chance to meet with the designer.
Being an accessories intern at
Harper’s Bazaar was Vernon’s third stop,
after which she set her true career goal
of becoming an accessories director.
“I love accessories; that’s where I
want to be,” Vernon said.
With Louboutin as the final internship before reaching the finish line,
Vernon said that she is not afraid to
work her way there and get a taste of
everything the fashion industry has to
offer.

“My whole goal was to get as much
experience as I can, and as many things
I can put on my résumé before I graduate,” Vernon said.
Although Vernon found her internships by word of mouth, she feels grateful for the help of journalism professor
and Director of the communication
internship program Dr. Aaron Moore,
who assisted her and showed significant
support when she most needed it.
With Vernon’s strong work ethic
paired with Moore’s guidance

throughout the process, balancing
being both a student and professional
wasn’t much of a challenge.
“The closer she gets to being in a
real professional environment, that’s the
best education she can have,” Moore
said. “She’s now one step away from
being a graduate, working in a professional situation, so she’ll know what to
be prepared for when she graduates.”
Throughout her various internships,
Vernon has made the right connections
to jump-start her professional career.
“In any competitive industry, like
fashion, the more experience you have,
the more leg-up you’ll have on the competition,” Moore said. “So in fashion,
they want to know, do you have the
experience at the right places? Do you
know the right people? So, she has that
built into her résumé.”
Vernon said that her love for fashion
and all these internships would not
have been possible without the constant
support of her parents as well as her
grandmother, whom she described as
her “greatest inspiration.”
Even though Vernon’s impressive
experiences as an intern stand out, she
insists that she likes to “blend in and get
lost in the people” in New York.
So far, her experiences in the fashion
industry have taught her to always keep
trying and the importance of staying
“true to who you are.”
Additional reporting by Samantha
Brandbergh.
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C

HRIS Christie sat on live television the morning of Dec. 1,
staring at Joe Scarborough as
he was asked if he believed
in climate change. The New Jersey
governor, a supposedly educated politician, looked directly at Scarborough
and gave his answer.
“I don’t buy that, Joe,” Christie
said. “I don’t see any evidence that
it’s a crisis.”
When asked to identify what scientific data he used for that conclusion, he said didn’t need any. That
was his “feeling.”
Christie’s comments come as
President Obama attends the 2015
Paris Climate Conference. The
conference is also known as COP
21, the Conference of Parties taking
place 21 years after the first meeting
in Rio. The gathering of international leaders is aimed at developing a legally binding agreement to
keep climate change from increasing
more than 2 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels. The conference is often referred to as human’s
last reasonable chance at battling
the global climate change. There
are more than 50,000 people at the
conference, running from Nov. 30
to Dec. 11, and representatives from
over 190 countries are present.
But even with all of this discussion on climate change, there are
still those denying that the world’s
rising temperatures are not a real
problem, and are certainly not issues
we should be addressing in the face
of terrorism, violence and financial
challenges across the world.
This month’s Green Film,
Merchants of Doubt, shines a blinding spotlight on “fake experts” who
utilize the media to convince viewers
that global warming does not exist,
and that modern science is simply
supporting political agendas. And as
college students, this isn’t a joke to
laugh about. It’s becoming increasingly difficult to sift through all of
the untrue garbage aimed at us, the
naïve kids who don’t know the real
world yet. How can we find the gold
when all we’re facing is trash?
It’s essential to remember that
even though these “reputable”
sources are marketing their doubts
to us, we can’t argue with facts.
Nobody disputes the existence of
gravity. Nobody questions whether
the earth revolves around the sun.
And nobody argues against the
chemical compositions of our ocean,
our land or the air we breathe.
So, why are we fighting about
climate change, even after hundreds
of scientists have confirmed rising
temperatures, and thousands of
scientific studies reinforced their
words? It’s the result of the worst
kind of ignorance: willful ignorance.
This is no longer an issue up for
debate, and it is no longer certain
we can reverse climate change. The
Jersey Shore seems to be grow more
vulnerable each year. Billions of

people cannot access clean drinking
water. Rising temperatures result
from heat trapped in an ozone layer
weakened by greenhouse gases, and
about 90 percent of all greenhouse
gases in the air are the result of
human activity. The Environmental
Protection Agency has stated that
our planet is over its carrying capacity. Too many of us are tainting the
resources we have left.
Climate change is not an issue
that can be solved by slicing our
population or flying half of us to
Mars. That’s why COP 21 must
mean more than a bunch of world
leaders sitting and talking about the
earth — it must mean a solution.
With that being said, it doesn’t
mean we should helplessly throw the
responsibility to our politicians. We
can all agree that they won’t solve
all the issues by themselves. Each of
us, students, faculty and administrators, need to stake a claim in that
responsibility.
Our Children’s Trust, a nonprofit
organization based in Oregon,
has been leading the fight in filing
lawsuits against the federal government. Their basis is simple: The
government has not been protecting
us from climate change. But here’s
where it gets different: All of the
plaintiffs are kids, too young to vote.
If a bunch of 13-year-olds can
lead us in a battle for our planet,
why can’t we follow their lead?
We’re older, with more opportunity
and knowledge. We don’t have to fly
to Paris or sue our government to
make our voices heard, but we can
make sure we’re doing our part. We
shouldn’t be falling behind kids who
aren’t even in high school yet.
All of us at Rider can make
little changes that collectively are
huge helps to our climate problem.
We can eat less meat, make use of
Rider’s water bottle refill stations, try
to drive less and shut off the lights
when leaving the dorm or office.
And we can all stay educated.
Listen to the Eco Reps’ advice and
their information. Follow the Paris
Climate Conference on COP21’s
website, or on reputable news sites
like The Los Angeles Times, which
update on a daily basis. Realize
who the merchants of doubt are
and make sure you don’t buy what
they’re selling. And remember,
climate change is an immense issue,
but it doesn’t take 190 nations or
a nonprofit in Oregon to make a
difference. To fight a problem like
global warming, it’s going to take a
global call to arms.
The second viewing of Merchants of
Doubt will be hosted by the Eco Reps in
Sweigart 115 at 7 p.m. on Dec. 9.
The weekly editorial express the majority
opinion of The Rider News. This week’s
editorial was written by the Opinion Editor,
Samantha Sawh.

caglecartoons.com

Fighting climate
change together
LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Focus on faculty and image
To the editor,
It has become clear that the administration of Rider University is unable
to sustain the quality institution it has
created. In particular, it should concern current and future students that
the administration shows an aversion
towards continuing the tradition of
hiring full-time, tenure-track faculty — faculty who have attained the
top or terminal certification in their
fields. The faculty union has fought to
maintain this tradition to benefit future
students and to prevent erosion of the
University’s reputation.
Through their training and inclination, full-time, tenure-track faculty
are committed to their disciplines and
strive to remain fully informed professionals, of obvious value to students.
Very uniformly, they seek to have their
careers at Rider and, in my experience,

become very committed to their students, their academic programs and
colleges, and the University. Their level
of training, involvement in continuing
education, and scholarship – not found
among the adjuncts and lower-paid
non-tenure track faculty the administration seeks to use much, much more
— were and still are essential to Rider’s
accreditation by the nation’s premier
accrediting organizations, which every
Rider graduate today can cite in his or
her portfolio.
The administration envies other colleges in New Jersey with lower faculty
costs achieved through extensive use of
adjunct and non-tenure track faculty.
However, it fails to consider the adverse
impact
SEE RISING REPUTATION,
of this
PAGE 9
strategy on

¯
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Former student: Sponsoring sports brings glory
To the Editor:
As I sit here typing this letter, the Rider men’s
basketball team has lost yet again and stands with
a record of 1-5. It looks like the beginning of yet
another mediocre season, just like so many others I’ve
had to endure the last 15 years or so.
I will now make the same plea I’ve made since
graduating in 2002: Can the basketball program
please start to perform at a higher level? It doesn’t
have to always be this way. This year, our rivals,
Monmouth, have already defeated two big-time basketball teams in Notre Dame and UCLA. Our conference mates Siena and Manhattan in years past have
won games and made waves in the NCAA tournament. Iona even got an at-large bid to the tournament
a few years ago! Yet Rider continues to slough along in
mediocrity. Why must this be? No one’s asking Rider

to start competing with Big East teams; why can’t we
even compete with the top MAAC teams?
I attended a recent alumni event in New York City
and was heartened to hear that athletics would be a
big focus in coming years. Let’s hope this also includes
the replacement of Alumni Gym, quite honestly an
embarrassing facility for a Division I program.
And to tell you the truth, I really don’t care all that
much if Rider improves its academic standing. I’ve
long since graduated and have a successful career,
and the school moving up a few points in =;6M_[
and World Report’s ranking means little to my future
prospects. I won’t brag if a Rider student wins a
MacArthur genius grant; but I will brag and swell with
pride if we actually make the NCAA tournament, and
even win a game once there, by God.
So while investing in academics is all well and good,

I urge the leaders of this school to focus primarily on
athletics, and specifically the basketball program, since
it’s a popular national sport wherein success would
bring Rider widespread glory.
For perspective, the last time Rider made the
NCAA tournament, Barack Obama had never held
elected office; he’s now finishing up his second term
as President of the United States. Let’s hope it’s not
another two decades before Rider basketball tastes
success again.
¸*ZaIVA]ZKIV¼
English
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JUNIOR SPEAKS

Keeping the brain busy, even during break

M

OST of

us can already hear
sleigh bells and feel the warmth
of our beds at home. The end
of the semester is upon us, and
we are so ready for a break. However,
vegging out the entire winter break
could make coming back next semester
ILQٻK]T\\ZIV[Q\QWV0MZMIZM[WUM
easy ways to keep your brain stimulated
without doing actual schoolwork:

1. Read
I’m not suggesting you bust out the
newest edition of Business Methods
101, unless you are truly interested in
that. Any kind of book that would draw
your attention is perfect for keeping
your brain functioning well. Even reading the newspaper or articles online can
help.
2. Routine
Having a job over winter break, if
possible, is a great way to maintain a

routine. If you can’t find a job, volunteering is a good alternative. By having
some responsibilities, it helps keep you
up and moving. Plus, working provides situations requiring thinking on
your feet. A bonus is you can be paid
while you do it. Try to mimic the sleep
routine you would have during spring
semester. This way, when the semester
comes along, you already have a steady
sleep schedule.
3. Play Games
What? This can’t be right. Games?
Yes, games! A lot of games that require
strategy can keep your brain healthy.
There are some great brain game apps,
such as Lumosity, but there are other
games you can play, like Tetris, that
can exercise your brain. By focusing,
matching, memorizing and strategizing,
you occupy your mind by using muchneeded brain training.

Rising reputation
CONT’D FROM P. 8

instructional quality, university reputation, new course
and program development, student mentoring, and
student and student group advising. The administration assumes that substituting one faculty member
with another — who is paid less, has limited or no
benefits, and no job security — will make no difference. I assure you it will.
I am not alone among faculty in believing that
the far more critical changes to be made at this
juncture are in the activities and strategies employed
in Enrollment, University Communications
and Marketing, and Institutional
Advancement (fundraising). I am also
not alone in believing that these changes
needed to be made some years ago.
Financial issues have been present and
brewing for a long time.
Unfortunately, despite excellent academic programs, Rider has not powerfully established
its brand or presence in the region. The administration still views its market as New Jersey, according to a
recent report it submitted to the faculty union. Other
area institutions have done a far better job of establishing their brands and describing what they offer
in the multi-state area and beyond. I have never seen
Rider’s name prominently displayed like the names of
other colleges in the Philadelphia area or its extensive,
well-populated suburbs, where prospective students
and important influences on them live. Is the administration aware that the two wealthiest counties in

‘‘

4. Learn Something
You should consider taking up an
artistic hobby you’ve been neglecting
during the semester. If you haven’t had
time to paint, write, photograph, etc.,
now is a good time to focus on what
you like. And to learn something new.
Learn a new shading technique, try
writing another genre, or even try baking something complicated. Allowing
yourself to do what you want, but also
learning about it, cannot only keep you
motivated, but also happy. iTunes U
provides lectures that may be useful for
learning new things. Or YouTube. The
Internet is ever-expanding, so there are
plenty of places for you to find information about the things you enjoy.

plan on traveling, it’s good to know
how to communicate with the people
you are with in their native tongue.
There are many language learning app
choices; my favorite is Duolingo. Using
the language skills you already have is
a good way to maintain and remember what you have learned during the
semester as well, not to mention help
you begin the next.
Maintaining an active brain can be
fun. You don’t need to stress about how
to beat the winter break brain drain
when you exercise your brain. Break
is meant for you to focus on yourself
and explore new learning outlets. So go
forth, and do something you enjoy.

5. Language app
Learning a language is beneficial
for everyone. Studies have found being
fluent in two languages can prevent the
onset of Alzheimer’s. And if you ever

–Rena Carman
Junior communication studies major

Pennsylvania are Chester and Montgomery counties?
Chester County is just southwest of Philadelphia and
Montgomery County is just west of Bucks County.
Temple, Widener, and even small Rosemont College
have regular TV ads. These and many others —
Drexel, Penn State, St. Joseph’s and Cabrini to name
just a few — are promoted on billboards in the railway
stations, on the highways that cross this region and in
area print media.
Rider is seldom mentioned in The Philadelphia
Inquirer, when area colleges are discussed and compared. Just why is that, and can our university afford
this? And why, for example, have Villanova and Drexel
for years, and not Rider, been inundated with enrollment applications and acceptances? Each is more
expensive than Rider, and our programs in business

for more than a decade. Ignored by a previous dean
was my idea to provide current students and alums
with links to recent and past publications by College
of Business faculty, including award-winning publications, in part to build M.B.A. enrollment and lucrative
in-company M.B.A. instruction and consulting. To
my knowledge, the university has not asked Rider’s
capable Marketing Department in the College of
Business for its ideas for decades. Also, in the past,
a generous number of Rider’s faculty were asked to
accompany Enrollment personnel on their visits to
high schools. I thought these visits were effective, especially when faculty could talk about Rider to collections of prospective students and their families.
Other institutions have also been successful in
securing large gifts, including gifts associated with
naming rights. These gifts can contribute to university operating funds, build
revenue-generating endowment, and fund
capital improvements. It’s the Fox College
GERALD D. KLEIN, PROFESSOR OF ORGANIZATIONAL BEHAVIOR of Business at Temple and the LeBow
College of Business at Drexel. Even
Monmouth University has the Leon Hess
(the area I know best) are comparable to or better
School of Business, named after the philanthropist
than theirs; the faculty has researched this. Drexel, like
and oil company founder. Because the first endowRider, does not have a football team, but it does have
ment was eventually deemed not large enough, Drexel
a much more professional-looking publication directed
has managed to sell naming rights to its law school
at alums and university friends featuring many more
twice in the past five years. Though Rider’s College
stories about faculty and student achievements. On
of Business building carries a name, the College itself,
this point, I used to be asked at least annually by
remarkably, was never named in my 36-year tenure
University Communications to identify recent accomand remains unnamed today. Rider had and has many
plishments and areas of expertise for institutional
other naming opportunities.
marketing purposes and to link media reporters with
subject-matter experts.
—/MZITL,3TMQV8P,
This information has not been sought by anybody
8ZWNM[[WZMUMZQ\][7ZOIVQbI\QWVIT*MPI^QWZIVL5IVIOMUMV\

The administration assumes that substituting one fac]T\aUMUJMZ_Q\PIVW\PMZ_QTTUISMVWLQٺMZMVKMº
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Broncs freeze in fourth, extend skid to five

T

HE Rider women’s basketball team
lost two competitive games that
were decided late in the fourth
quarter against Iona and Canisius
on Dec. 4 and 6, respectively.
The Broncs (2-5, 0-2 MAAC) had
the lead in the fourth quarter in both
games before surrendering a scoring
run, bringing their losing streak to five
games.
Despite the double-digit losses, the
team has been competitive, and according to Head Coach Lynn Milligan, if
the team continues to play with the
same energy as it has in the past couple
of games, it will translate into wins.
“I’ll leave it up to you guys to define
records and numbers, but if that’s the
team I’m coaching, we’re going to be
having different conversations as the
season goes on,” Milligan said.
Against Iona (3-5, 2-0 MAAC),
Rider’s defense held the Gaels to just
33 points after three quarters. At that
point, there were eight ties and 10 lead
changes in a back-and-forth defensive
affair.
Rider started the fourth quarter
holding onto a 34-33 lead, but Iona
scored 12 straight points to put the
game away. Three free throws made by
junior guard Robin Perkins and senior
guard Manon Pellet cut the lead to
eight points, but the Gaels never trailed
again.
Rider also lost its opening MAAC
game on the road 59-46.
Perkins led the team with 19 points
and also had three rebounds, while
junior guard Taylor Wentzel scored a
career-high 11 points.
After starting the game ahead 6-4
in the first quarter, Rider lost that lead,
surrendering 13 points in the last five

Brian D. Solomon/Rider University

By Carlos Toro

Junior guard Robin Perkins recorded 19 points and three rebounds against Canisius on Dec. 6; however, it was not enough to pick up a win at Alumni Gym.
minutes of the opening period to give
Canisius (5-2, 2-0 MAAC) a 17-9 lead.
Canisius held the lead for the
entirety of the second quarter, despite
being outscored in the paint 16-6 and
being outpaced in bench points 14-9.
The Golden Griffins kept the Broncs in
check, with their lead being no smaller
than six points for the first eight minutes of the third quarter.
Rider freshman guard Lexi Strover
then carried the team for the remainder of the third quarter by scoring
five straight points to cut the Canisius
lead to just two points heading into the
fourth quarter.
Strover then continued her hot
shooting by sinking a three-point shot
to start the final quarter, giving Rider
its first lead since the opening minutes
of the game.

After trading leads until the final
four minutes, Canisius went on a 12-0
run to finish the game, winning 73-64.
Canisius senior guard Tiahana Mills
had eight points in the final run and
finished with 20 total points.
Rider sophomore forward C’quoya
Haughton had her first career doubledouble, finishing with 17 rebounds and
12 points. Perkins and Strover had 12
and 13 points, respectively.
Even in the loss, Haughton felt she
did a good job of rebounding the ball,
something that she wanted to focus on
in the game against Canisius.
“I know in these last couple of
games Coach [Milligan] has been in
my ear, telling me to get rebounds, box
out and I just took it on as my role to
get every board,” Haughton said.
In the five-game losing streak, the

team has dropped three games in which
they had the lead in the fourth quarter. The team had chances to win and
start the season with a 5-2 record, but
instead sits at 2-5.
Rider’s next game will be a home
game against Lehigh (6-3) on Dec. 17,
and Milligan says that they will take
this time to rest and hopefully right the
ship for the remainder of the season.
“We have several days to get our
minds and bodies right again, but I told
the kids in the locker room after the
game that if that’s the team I’m coach
coaching every day, then I’m a happy coach,”
Milligan said.

SWIMMING AND DIVING

Big Al Open has Rider in middle of the pack

I

By Thomas Regan

N the midst of an undefeated season,
the men’s swimming and diving team
finished fifth of eight teams in the Big
Al Open at Princeton from Dec. 4-6,
while the women placed sixth of seven.
The Broncs faced off against
several talented institutions, including
Princeton, Brown, Villanova, Pittsburgh
and Dartmouth.
This level of opposition was higher
than what the Broncs have seen thus
far in 2015, but senior captain Jeff
Prichard feels this tournament helps
prepare his team for a run at its fifth
consecutive MAAC Championship.
“The competition at this invitational
is always amazing,” Prichard said. “The
teams we compete against are incredibly talented so to be able to compete
well against them is always good.
“We use this meet to really prepare
us for our MAAC Championship meet.
Being able to perform well at this meet
is a good sign for that we should continue to do well throughout the year.”
For the men, junior Sam Cramer
placed fourth in the 1650 free with a
time of 15:32.43, while the Molloy
brothers — sophomore Zack and
junior William — placed fifth and sixth
respectively in the 200 freestyle.

Both Molloys and their 800 free
relay team, which includes Cramer
and freshman Vincent Gibbons, took
fourth place in their race with a time of
6:41.53.
Prichard and his relay team —
Matthan-Matthew Martir, Maciej Paz
and Adam Phillips — finished in sixth
for the 200 medley relay at 1:31.43.
Freshman Leeanna Cass, senior
Kaitlyn O’Connor, junior Courtney
Reed and freshman Taylor Stalnaker
took ninth in the women’s 800 free
relay with a time of 8:00.02.
The women’s 400 free relay team of
junior Ariana Palmer, Cass, sophomore
Baileigh Vanderhoof and Stalnaker
finished in 11th place with a time of
3:34.47, which Palmer says puts them
right where they would like to be.
“Our relays performed really well.
Some of our times that we posted will
put us in top 3 at MAACs which is just
what we were looking for,” Palmer said.
“Everyone did better than we expected
and we are looking forward to going
faster in February.
“As for improvement, we have a lot
of freshman talent on relays, and we
have to get our reaction times off the
blocks a lot faster for our transitions.
So we plan on working on those little

things every week until MAACs.”
Rider will continue to prepare for
the Feb. 10-13 MAAC Championship,
as it travels to Seton Hall on Jan. 15 for
its next meet.
Palmer hopes the team continues to
swim well, and focuses on not letting
this part of the season get to it.
“As a team, I believe we are looking to stay positive and be behind each
other because, like I said before, it can

be hard to swim and feel good because
of the time of the year,” she said. “It’s
starting to get cold out, it’s the end
of the semester, so there’s lots of final
exams and presentations. We have
been training since September, so it has
taken a toll on everyone’s bodies.”
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Early MAAC losses have Broncs on edge

A

YEAR removed from a 21-win season and a
second-place finish in the MAAC, the men’s
basketball team is on the verge of pressing the
panic button following its fourth-straight loss,
including the first two conference games of the season
and a heartbreaker to Wagner of the NEC.
Head Coach Kevin Baggett feels as though his
team is letting wins slip away, but they have to keep
moving forward.
“We’re not going to win them all, but we certainly
would like to win them all.,” Baggett said. “We’re
going to try and treat every game as a must-win. We
need to concentrate better in games. There’s nothing we can do but prepare for our next game on
Saturday.”
After being dominated at the hands of Rhode
Island by 25 points on Nov. 29, Rider (1-8, 0-2
MAAC) looked to bounce back on Dec. 2 at Alumni
Gym against in-state foe St. Peter’s, a team it swept
last season.
St. Peter’s (3-4, 2-0 MAAC), inspired by a 25-point
performance from freshman guard Antwon Portley,
cruised to a convincing 73-61 win over the Broncs.
Junior center Kahlil Thomas opened the scoring with
a layup in the first minute, but the Broncs never led
again. The Peacocks, however, led by as much as 23.
At the end of the first half, the visitors headed to
the locker room with a 30-23 lead. This season, the
Broncs have typically come out of the gate in the
second half with temporary control of the game,
going on a brief run. Against St. Peter’s, this was not
the case.
The Peacocks went on an 18-6 run led by backto-back three-pointers and a pair of field goals from
Portley. He finished the game 10 for 15 from the field.
With 12:40 remaining in the game, the Broncs
trailed 53-30.
From that point, the game consisted of Rider
throwing up contested three-pointers in an effort to
get back into it, while St. Peter’s stepped off the gas
pedal. The Broncs were able to get the deficit to 11,
before they ultimately fell by 12.
Despite the loss, graduate guard Teddy Okereafor
had a solid night, with 17 points, while shooting 71
percent from beyond the arc. Freshman guard Kealen
Ives also provided a spark for the Broncs, with 11
points and seven rebounds. Junior guard Jimmie

Neil Davis/The Rider News

By Brandon Scalea

Junior center Kahlil Thomas goes up for a layup to open the scoring against St. Peter’s to give the Broncs their only lead of the game.
Taylor had 11 points, but only shot 3 for 9 from the
field.
Rider was also dominated on the glass, 37-26.
For the Broncs, this game was a chance to avenge
the premature loss that knocked them out of the
MAAC Tournament in March. Instead, they allowed
the Peacocks to snap a four-game losing streak.
While Rider fans were left pondering the problems
they have been seeing on the court, Okereafor had a
simple explanation.
“I think we just haven’t been playing smart. We
have been lacking confidence,” he said. “We haven’t
been making the right plays at the end of the game
when we have a lead or fighting hard when we’re
down. There are too many defensive breakdowns.”
On Dec. 4, the woes continued for Rider when it
traveled to Fairfield (4-4, 1-1 MAAC) to play another
team that finished near the bottom of the standings
last season.
Although it was able to reach the 70-point plateau
for the first time this year, Rider lost to the home Stags
74-70.
Thankfully for the Broncs, the offense was not the
problem in this contest, something they have struggled
with since the season opener. This time, they grappled
defensively. Fairfield was able to shoot 49 percent from
the field and out-rebound Rider 36-33.
Okereafor had a season-high 25 points in the game,
shooting 7 for 13 from the field and 5 for 9 from
three-point range.

In an attempt to shake things up, Head Coach
Kevin Baggett started Ives at point guard. The
5-foot-9 guard was able to set Okereafor up for a big
night, while picking up 10 points himself.
“I think Kealen starting has added a ball-handler
and allowed me to be more aggressive playing off the
ball,” Okereafor said. “He’s an energy boost that can
put pressure on the defense and does a good job of
finding an open man.”
In the game, there were 16 lead changes, the final
of which came when Fairfield extended its lead to
67-63 with under five minutes remaining. The Broncs
were able to pull within 1 point, but couldn’t come
back. Junior forward Xavier Lundy missed the potential game-tying three-pointer with under a minute to
go before Fairfield iced the game with a pair of free
throws.
On Dec. 8, the Broncs made it four-straight losses
with a last second defeat at the hands of Wagner.
Despite a 22-point performance from Lundy and
nine assists by Okereafor, the Broncs were beaten
65-64. After Lundy gave the Broncs the lead with
12 seconds left, Wagner was able to put home the
rebound off a missed three-point shot with 2.2 seconds in the game.
At the buzzer, Okereafor would miss the potential
game-winning prayer shot to send the stunned Alumni
Gym crowd home empty-handed.

WRESTLING

Banged-up Broncs pick up Big Ten victory at home

E

By Carlos Toro

several injuries, the wrestling team managed to beat Northwestern on Dec. 5 in a dual
meet that also saw the Broncs fall to No. 6 Lehigh.
Despite the loss, several Broncs (3-3, 0-1
EWL), such as sophomore 157-lb. Chad Walsh
and junior 197-lb. Ryan Wolfe, managed to defeat
nationally ranked wrestlers, with Walsh downing No.
6-ranked Mitch Minotti and Wolfe beating No. 11
John Bolich, both from Lehigh.
The Broncs then beat Northwestern, with help
from three medical forfeits in Rider’s favor. Head
Coach Gary Taylor knows that beating a Big Ten
team like Northwestern is always a good thing, no
matter the circumstances.
“Northwestern has a good group,” Taylor said.
“They are in the same situation we are. They are
banged up just like we are. So you saw two teams that
are banged up go at it with the matches that were
contested. It’s definitely better than losing.”
Rider’s day began with a series of matches against
Lehigh (5-1, 1-0 EIWA). The Mountain Hawks started
the match with four victories to give them a 12-0 lead.
In what was described as the match of the day, Walsh
and Minotti’s match at 157 lbs. was tied after the three
periods and had to go to three overtimes before Walsh
eventually earned the 8-7 decision.
It was the highest-ranked opponent Walsh has ever
beaten and the win showed him that he can hang with
some of the best wrestlers of his weight class.

Neil Davis/The Rider News

VEN with

Sophomore Chad Walsh beat a ranked Lehigh wrestler on Dec. 5.
“I’ve been preparing to wrestle Minotti all week
long and have a game plan set,” Walsh said. “It’s
now a matter of using this confidence and then putting some wins together starting with the next match
against Penn State.”
Rider senior Conor Brennan, ranked No. 14 at 165
lbs., won his match against freshman Ryan Preisch in
a 6-5 victory. Wolfe defeated Bolich for his seventh win
of the season in a 5-3 victory.
Rider sophomore B.J. Clagon, ranked No.12 in the
nation at 149 lbs., lost his match against junior Laike
Gardner in a 9-7 decision. This was Clagon’s first
match since suffering a concussion at Keystone Classic

a couple of weeks ago.
Senior 133-lb. Robert Deutsch also suffered an
injury at the Keystone Classic and has not competed
since then.
Despite the wins against ranked opponents by
Walsh and Wolfe, the Mountain Hawks won by a total
score of 26-12 for their fifth team win of the season.
Against Northwestern (1-2), Rider earned several breaks as the Wildcats also had injuries that let
Clagon, Walsh and Wolfe win their matches by forfeit.
As for matches that did occur, Brennan continued
his great start by defeating freshman Luke Norland in
an 8-2 decision to remain undefeated this season with
a record of 10-0.
Broncs junior Paul Kirchner defeated redshirt
senior Jameson Oster 8-5 in a bout at 141 lbs. Senior
heavyweight Mauro Correnti finished the match
against the Wildcats when he defeated redshirt freshman Conan Jennings 8-3 to give the Broncs the 27-19
team victory.
Rider will now face the tough task on Dec. 19 of
playing host to Penn State, which is currently ranked
No. 1 in the nation. Aside from staying healthy, Taylor
stressed that preparation will be pivotal.
“The key is that we have to get our starters back
in,” Taylor said. “Then we’re going to have to fight
against Penn State, which has won national titles.”
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Inside today:
The wrestling team
beat Northwestern.
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Crossing finish line on legendary career
MILY Ritter

has set countless program records in both track and
cross-country, has earned All-East
and All-American status in multiple
events and was Rider’s first woman to
qualify for the NCAA Track & Field
Championships last spring.
Arguably the most talented runner ever to compete in that cranberry
uniform, she is ready to graduate in
December then slip into different colors
next summer as she gears up for the
Olympic trials in early July in Eugene,
Oregon.
“I have to run a little faster for my
personal record to qualify, so the goal
is to cut a few seconds in the steeplechase,” Ritter said. “Right now, I run a
9:54, but the qualifying time will probprob
ably be right under 9:50. Four seconds
is a lot in the track world.”
Teammate, friend and
fellow senior Nicolette
Mateescu now prepares
for her winter track
season, her first without
Ritter as her training
partner.
“Emily has really pushed
me to sustain a new level of
running this year,” Mateescu
said. “I loved training with
her and am definitely going to
miss her this upcoming winter. She
is training post-collegiately so we will
definitely still run together from time
to time.”
With help from Head Coach Bob
Hamer, Ritter has landed a spot on the
New York, New Jersey track club, with
whom she will train twice a week for
the next six months.
“It’s been hard to find a group to
run with,” Ritter said. “Hamer has
been helping me reach out to coaches.
It’s overwhelming, but he’s been really
helpful with all the decisions.”
Although Ritter has months to prepare for the trials, many of the athletes
that she will soon run alongside have
been training together for far longer.
“It’s a weird time to start

training for those,” she said.
“Because of my fifth-year eligibility, it’s mid-season
right now for those
of the post-collegiate
world.”
During Ritter’s
junior year crosscountry season, she
injured her iliotibial
band, the ligament
that runs down the
outside of
the thigh
from the
hip to
the shin,
and had to
redshirt during the fall.

“I came off a pretty good outdoor
season during my sophomore year, so
I was super excited for cross-country,”
she said. “I kind of overdid it, and I
ended up with an IT band injury. It was
an overuse type of thing, and I ended
up being out for the remainder of the
season.”
Ritter faced a similar knee injury
this season; however, she had no choice
but to run through the pain.
“This season has been the most dif
difficult for me,”
she said. “I
felt great
coming
into this
season,
but I
ended
up

Peter G. Borg/Rider University
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By Shanna O’Mara

national meet held in Eugene, Oregon,
known as Track County USA.
“It was a really cool feeling to be
there and to have the support of the
Rider community,” Ritter said. “It was
cool to get all the shoutouts. There
were so many people I didn’t even
realize were following me until I was
seeing all the support on social media.
Even the track team started a hashtag,
#GoEmily, so it was such a cool
experience.”
Ritter was the first Rider woman to
experi
qualify for this meet, and the experience was a first for Hamer as well.
“We have had some athletes recently
come close to breaking through to the
national level and she was able to knock
down that wall,” Hamer said. “She
has shown people that it is possible.
She was able to give me a tremendous
lifetime thrill as a coach, the opportunity to coach at the NCAA
Championships at the
mecca of American track
and field. It was an incredible experience that I know
she will treasure too.”
Ritter, now accustomed to fast times
and high praise,
wasn’t always in that
position.
“I started running in seventh grade,
but my main event back then was the
200-meter dash, so it really wasn’t anything like I do now,” she said. “I didn’t
start doing the longer distances until
my freshman year of high school. I
played field hockey growing up, so even
track was a new thing for me. After I
did track my freshman year, the coach
convinced me to try cross-country, so I
started sophomore year.”
Growing up in Millsboro, Delaware,
Ritter admits that her level of success
was relatively unheard of in such a
small, rural town and that even she ran
unexceptional times throughout high
school.
“I’m from low Delaware, so every-

Fifth-year senior Emily Ritter is saying goodbye to a collegiate
career that will go down in Rider history.
with a slight overuse injury. This was
my last season, and I knew I didn’t
have an option to redshirt again, so I
had to keep training through it. I had
to drop down my mileage, and I wasn’t
able to work out in the weight room.
It was hard that I couldn’t train like
everyone else, but I was still expected
to perform my best. A few years ago,
I wasn’t the same athlete as I am now.
I have a whole new mindset, so it was
a lot harder this year when I got hurt
compared to when I did last time.”
steeple
Last spring, Ritter ran the steeplechase in a personal best time of
9:54.34 in the NCAA Regional meet in
Jacksonville, Florida, to qualify for the

one calls it ‘lower,
slower Delaware,’”
she said. “We don’t
have too many people,
so I ended up doing a
whole bunch of different
events. I triple jumped,
ran the mile, two-mile and,
depending on the day, the
4x400 relay. I never really
focused on one particular
event, so I never really had super
great personal records going into
college. I was always doing four
events, and my training wasn’t focused.
It definitely wasn’t as good as when I
got to college.”

Hamer said that Ritter improved
quickly.
“Emily came to Rider as a very
talented runner,” Hamer said. “In the
last several years, she has taken that
talent and combined it with a lot of
hard work, and she has developed into
a tremendous runner. She has achieved
many new heights and set the bar of
success for the team at a very high
level.”
She was the first member of her
family to pursue a collegiate sport.
“It was definitely a new thing when
I decided to compete in college,” she
said. “It was challenging because no
one knew about collegiate sports [in my
family,] so I didn’t get much guidance.”
Ritter relied on the guidance of
Hamer and the older runners on the
Rider team at the time. After visiting
several Pennsylvania schools, Ritter
crossed the border to visit one small
university in the middle of suburban
Lawrenceville.
“I did an overnight visit at Rider,”
she said. “After that visit, he asked me
what I thought and I just said, ‘Rider
seems like the place for me.’ We finalized everything shortly after. It’s kind of
funny because my overnight visit really
wasn’t the best experience; it was raining, I was feeling pretty sick, and my air
mattress deflated. But something about
it clicked, and after all those things, I
still ended up going. Rider seemed like
the right place for me in the end.”
Now a fifth-year senior, Ritter is
ready to graduate with her degree in
biology. She hopes to work with the
Science Outreach Program for kids,
which is aimed at promoting public
awareness and understanding of science. Although she cannot graduate
with her desired second major, secondary education, she is sure that teaching
still lies in her future.
“I was secondary education and
biology, but I actually had to recently
drop education,” she said. “You have
to do a full semester of student teaching, but I have to continue to train. I
can’t really commit full-time to go into
the classroom every day like a normal
teacher would. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for me, so I feel like
I really need to focus on running right
now. Eventually, I’ll get my certification
for teaching, but in the meantime, I
have enough credits to get my substitution teacher license, so I can do that.”
As Ritter looks forward to time in
the classroom and on the track, she
must also stop to thank everyone who
helped her succeed over the years.
“I want to give a huge shoutout to
everyone who supported me this past
track season when I got to nationals,”
she said. “I never really got a chance to
thank everyone for all the support and
tell everyone how much it meant to me,
especially my coaches. Because my season went so long, Hamer had to come
in every day to run with me. I want to
thank him for all of his coaching and
guidance over the past few years.”

