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Identity thieves

Maybe they have aliases? On Nov. 20 at 12:45
p.m., Public Safety was dispatched to the Student
Recreation Center on a report of the misuse of an
ID card. The caller, a female staff member, stated
that a student attempted to use a Bronc ID card that
belonged to another student. Then, on Nov. 30 at
11:45 a.m., Public Safety was dispatched to Daly’s
Dining Hall on the report of a student using another
student’s ID card to get into the dining hall. The
student met with Public Safety and admitted to using
the card. All involved students are being charged with
violation of the Student Social Code 1.4. Public Safety
wants to remind students that ID cards are issued

for your individual use and to prove your identity on
campus. Do not borrow or steal ID cards that have not
been issued to you. If you have an issue with an ID
card, contact Public Safety or Residence Life.

Marijuana manhunt

It was a dead end. On Nov. 30 at 10:45 a.m., Public
Safety was dispatched to Poyda Hall to meet with a
staff member on a report of suspected marijuana.
Public Safety checked the area, knocking on doors
and talking with occupants in the rooms, thinking the
smell thought to be marijuana was coming from one
of the rooms. Restrooms were also checked, but no
marijuana was found. Public Safety wants to remind

students that the use and possession of marijuana is
against university policy and against the law in the
state of New Jersey.

Daly’s debacle?

On Dec. 1 at approximately 6 p.m., Public Safety
officers, as well as the Lawrence Township Police (LTP),
were called for a violent altercation that took place
outside of Daly’s. According to a Daly’s employee, a
female approached her begging for help to stabilize
a situation between her and a male. No arrests or
individuals transported to a hospital were officially
confirmed.

THIS WEEK
Friday, December 4

Westminster Concert Bell Choir

8 p.m., Jay and Linda Grunin Center for the Arts
The show, “A Classical Christmas,” will feature pieces
written by famous composers including Tchaikovsky,
Schubert, Bizet and more. The performance features
the world’s largest range of handbells and choirchime
instruments. There are also performances on Dec. 5
and 6 at 4 p.m. in Bristol Chapel. The shows will be
conducted by Kathleen Ebling Shaw.
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Tuesday, December 8

Rider University Band: Winter Concert

Students gathered in front of North Hall on Nov. 18 to show support for those at the University of Missouri who have faced recent acts of
racism. Senior journalism major Claire Dalzon (left) and junior public relations major Malissa Hanson hold signs at the event.

7:30 p.m., BLC Theater
The Rider University Concert Band will perform its
Winter Concert alongside The Blawenburg Band, a
community band in central New Jersey that was established more than 125 years ago. The performance will
feature international classics, modern transcriptions and
holiday music. The show will be conducted by Jerry
Rife.

Faculty analyze ISIS effects worldwide

A

By Gianluca D’Elia
NALYSES of

the effects of recent ISIS attacks were
shared by political science and global studies
professors at a teach-in on Nov. 24.
Professors Jonathan Mendilow, Barbara
Franz, Frank Rusciano and Olivia Newman discussed the shift in ISIS’ strategies, the impact of the
European migrant crisis and how both have influenced internal debates and electoral campaigns.
“When we’re looking at ISIS, we need to see it
as a hybrid organization,” Mendilow said. “It is two
things at once. It is both a local and international
organization. It is a regular army and it is a terror
organization.”
Franz said the French reacted more strongly to the
recent events in Paris than to the Charlie Hebdo attacks
in January 2015. In that shooting, two brothers forced
their way into Charlie Hebdo, a satirical French newspaper, after it ran a cartoon depicting the prophet
Muhammed. The brothers killed 11 people and
injured 11 others.
Mendilow said Paris was most likely chosen as a
location for terrorist attacks because it is considered
“the center of the West” and that the attackers were
lone wolves who were not sent directly by ISIS.
“Muslims and Catholics were not happy with
Charlie Hebdo,” Franz said. “There was a rift in the
French population after the January attacks because
some people demonstrated for free speech, but there
were also religious groups who believed we did not
need to support this.
“This rift does not exist right now. The French are
united. [The recent attacks] aimed at a soccer game.

Soccer fans are the most democratic, multinational
audience on the planet, and that is part of what these
terrorists want to destroy.”
Franz said jihadism — in Islamic fundamentalism,
a war against unbelievers — has partially become a
youth revolt. Many Europeans under 35 are inspired
by jihadism and join ISIS.
“It’s the young people who are interested,” she
said. “I believe it’s not a rebellion of Islam as the right
wing would like to make us believe, but it’s a revolt of
individuals — young people who are frustrated, who
feel like they are losers and want to become winners.”
Rusciano analyzed how presidential candidates
are contributing to the problem by interpreting ISIS
attacks as the beginnings of a cultural war.
In a campaign video, Republican presidential
candidate Marco Rubio said there is a “civilizational
struggle between the values of freedom and liberty,
and radical Islamic terror.”
“In some ways, this is a critique on Obama’s
policy of not calling jihadists Muslim,” Rusciano said.
“[Obama] doesn’t want to lump [the terrorists] with
the other 2 billion Muslims in the world.
“Rubio is doing exactly what ISIS would love,
which is not to make the enemy ISIS, but to make the
enemy the entire Muslim world.”
Rusciano also discussed the impact of Donald
Trump’s claim that he saw footage of Muslims in New
Jersey celebrating the collapse of the Twin Towers on
Sept. 11, 2001.
“ISIS is causing us to attack our own,” Rusciano
said. “These things have a profound effect on politics. When people make comments like this — when

Donald Trump turns it against American citizens, a
vast majority of whom are integrated, who support
the United States, who could be a very important
resource in terms of finding lone wolves — he is basically accomplishing for [ISIS] many of the goals they
want to reach.”
Newman talked about why the West has focused on
uniting with France but not with countries, specifically
in the Middle East, that have also been attacked by
ISIS recently.
“There are problems with the idea that we have
to love everyone equally, although it may be a noble
aspiration,” Newman said. “It denies the value every
single one of us gains from caring about particular
other human beings more than the rest of humanity.
Imagine a world in which our hearts broke equally
every time something terrible happened. We can’t
distribute our sentiment equally over everyone.”
Newman stressed that although emotions run high
in these situations, it is important to refrain from
responding irrationally. The time to act is now, but
doing so carelessly will not solve any problems.
“People don’t need sentiment,” she said. “What
people really need is help in finding safety and security. The conversation has to move from ranking the
value of human lives, to supporting political and military solutions and holding the media accountable.
“Our moral judgment can come in and build on
sentiments that are already in our hearts. We have to
move past our knee-jerk reactions to something that
is more universally just. It is not a time to chastise
ourselves – it’s a time to stop and think about how we
need to re-orient.”
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Soup’s on! Students lift spirits in Trenton
history, so we feel bad about the action we celebrate
Thanksgiving for, so we try to do more positive things
for this holiday. Also, my birthday is on Nov. 30, so
this is leading up to it — doing all of these volunteer
events.”
Sophomore psychology major Starlett Hartley and
sophomore business administration major John Olear
heard about the event through the university’s emails
and deemed it necessary to lend a helping hand.
“We just wanted to help out and volunteer,”
Hartley said. “I saw the email and thought it was
really cool. I thought it was awesome that they provide
transportation and everything. They made it so easy
to help out for just a few hours in the morning. We are
going to talk a little bit, mingle and lift some spirits,
get some good food in everyone for the day.”
The simplified logistics removed any reason not to
attend, according to Olear.
“Helping other people makes you feel good before
the holidays,” he said. “They need help more than us,
so it’s just a good thing, a good day.”
Good days like these can be few and far between
for poverty-stricken residents in Trenton and around
the world, as many are left to fend for themselves on
the streets. Social events and warm meals give people
the chance to get to know neighbors they may have
otherwise walked past without a second glance, organizers said.
“Our dinner guests have a lot of time in their lives
when they’re ignored, and there’s not a lot of eye
contact,” event coordinator Barbara Anne Cagney
said. “There’s not a lot of smiles. There’s not a lot of
openness to who they are. This is a wonderful place
for them to have that experience. They keep coming,
the sponsoring groups keep coming, the food is delicious, and the openness is what makes this all that it is.
The hospitality is what this is about.”
Volunteers from St. Mary’s Cathedral have been
hosting group meals for the poor twice a month for
nearly 40 years, according to Cagney.
In 1978, a woman named Sharon Waters saw the
efforts to help the poor in New York City and vowed
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Cont’d from P. 1

Jake Bender (left) and Nick Payesko, from the baseball team, help serve over 400 Thanksgiving-style lunches to those afflicted by
poverty in Trenton on Nov. 21 at the Saint Mary of the Assumption Cathedral. Over 70 Rider students volunteered for the event.
to bring the same type of “dining room hospitality” to
her home city of Trenton. With help from a coworker’s prayer group, the pastor of the local Methodist
Church and the Trenton Roman Catholic Church’s
living room Bible study group, “they put some turkey
together and went on the street to invite people to
come eat with them, no questions asked,” Cagney
said.
Cagney began working with this organization in
the late 1980s, when the meals, provided by Aramark,
moved from the streets to the cathedral on North
Warren Street.

“At my first experience, they served eggplant
parmesan,” she said. “I was delivering it to a gentleman of the street. He was very happy to be getting his
‘veal’ parmesan. That’s how good the food was — he
thought eggplant was veal. That prayer group still
serves meals throughout the year. We’re here the last
two Saturdays of every month, and we still believe
in the hospitality and no questions asked. We really
encourage volunteers to put their judgment in their
back pocket.”
Additional reporting by Julia Corrigan

Sophomore recognized as Woman of Power

O

By Niaomi McGarrell

sophomore not only has to balance her
classes with a social life, but also works part-time
as a senior director of a power company located
in Dallas.
Raven Moreno, an entrepreneurial studies and
international business double major from Austin,
Texas, works as the senior director of Stream Energy,
a retail electricity and natural gas firm. She recently
received the Women of Power Young Entrepreneur
Award on Nov. 8 at the Women of Power Retreat.
Held in San Antonio, the two-day event, which
occurs each fall for the Stream Woman of Power
Group, covers a range of topics geared toward building successful businesswomen. This year, Moreno
was recognized not only for being the youngest in the
company, but for working hard to make a difference in
her life and accomplishing a lot for Stream Energy in
the short amount of time that she has been there.
“I have a picture of me on my vision board speaking in front of crowds of people,” said Moreno. “But
when I received that award, I was in a state of shock.
I had never seen myself getting recognition at such
an early age. It just goes to show that if you envision
yourself doing something, it will happen.”
Two years ago, Moreno was introduced to Stream
through her parents. Being from a family of entrepreneurs, joining Stream made perfect sense to her.
Now, two years later, she has been promoted to senior
director, which places her in the top 3 percent of the
company, and she has about 260 associates under her.
“I quickly realized that I have a vision that most
19-year-olds lack,” said Moreno. “I understand that I
am in a complete advantage at my age.”
Moreno assists in enrolling customers with her
team of business partners from all over the country.
She attends numerous city meetings and events where
she shares her story to empower young women to

Courtesy of Raven Moreno
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Raven Moreno received the Women of Power Young Entrepreneur
Award at the Women of Power Retreat event on Nov. 8.
accomplish anything they put their minds to.
Moreno said that the journey is tough. She has
encountered many setbacks and people who have told
her that it wasn’t worth it. Even a teacher said it was
a scam. However, Moreno says she is determined and
never let anyone come between her and the vision she
has. She has grown a thick skin through the business
and has learned to stay committed.
“I surround myself with role models and mentors
that are in places in their lives that I aspire to be,” said

Moreno. “I would not be where I am at this point in
my life without the advice I have been given.”
Through Stream, Moreno has had the opportunity
to travel to Samoa, Fiji, Hawaii, Mexico, Canada and
all over the United States.
“My travels enlightened my path to create a nonprofit that would focus on educating girls to explore
entrepreneurship in their communities,” said Moreno.
“That is where Stream comes in. It will allow me to
come out of college debt-free and pursue my dream.”
Moreno is an inspirational figure and role model to
those who know her. She is part of Rider’s Leadership
Development Program (LDP), which seeks to create
confident leaders through a series of hands-on activities and community service.
“I do not have a mortgage, I do not have credit
card debt, I do not have children, but what I do have
is a burning desire to impact the world in my own
way,” said Moreno.
On Dec. 4, Moreno, along with two other members, will be hosting the New Jersey Special Olympic
Athletics, where she will get to show off her skills in
event planning and management.
“It’s an amazing opportunity to show others what
leadership looks like, but also great because I will
learn even more about leading a group of people,” she
said.
Despite all of her accomplishments, Moreno continues to seek additional opportunities in which she
can motivate people to be all that they can be. She has
documented her journey thus far in a blog, which can
be viewed at powerrave.wordpress.com. There, she
encourages people to “be limitless.”
“Do not put limits on what you can do,” she said.
“You have to keep a positive attitude and believe in
yourself in order to prosper.”
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Merging personal life and politics

R

By Thomas Albano

MacArthur has been representing New Jersey’s 3rd Congressional District for
about 11 months now, meaning the 55-year-old
does not have nearly as much political experience
as many others in Congress.
MacArthur, who spoke at an event sponsored by
the Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics in the
Mercer Room on Nov. 23, told the audience he “certainly was not destined for politics.” In fact, his parents had differing views on both politics and religion.
“My mother was a liberal Democrat; my father was
a very conservative Republican,” MacArthur said.
“She was Catholic; he was Protestant, and we fought
a lot about religion and politics in my family. Every
night that’s what we talked about.”
After graduating from Hofstra, in Hempstead, New
York, MacArthur worked in the insurance industry for
nearly 30 years. He went from his first job in the field,
investigating insurance claims in New York City housing projects, to being the chairman and CEO of an
insurance company called York Risk Services Group.
MacArthur said he bought the company, which had
about 100 people in New York, and grew it to an
organization that today employs 6,000 people in more
than 100 offices.
It was through growing his business, as well as the
teaching of Jewish philosopher Maimonides’ eight levels of charity, that he developed his approach to public
policy and found the ultimate need for job creation.
“I discovered that the principles I had learned and
experienced in business all those years, they actually work at the public sector as well,” he said. “And
when this congressional seat opened up, that’s when I
decided that I thought I could make a difference and
use things I learned over 30 years in business and see
if government could work just a little bit better.”
MacArthur made mention of three challenges
he has found over the past year when it comes to
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Republican Tom MacArthur speaks in the Mercer Room on Nov.
23 about his beginnings in New Jersey politics.
governing, along with observations of a way forward.
The challenges are that governing is personal, structure drives behavior and differences are real.
MacArthur used health care as an example to
describe why politics are personal. He said he looks
at it from a business perspective and a local and state
perspective, but he also looks at it based on events in
his own life.
His biological mother died of cancer when
MacArthur was 4, and his father worked three jobs to
pay off bills that were finally settled through the help
of “an unknown angel” when MacArthur was 19. His
first-born daughter was born with “severe handicaps,”
and MacArthur and his wife, Debbie, “had over $1
million spent in hospitals.” She passed away at the age
of 11. MacArthur’s stepmother also died of cancer
five years ago, and his father suffers from Alzheimer’s.
“You have to think those things have shaped
the way I approach health care,” he said. “I think
Obamacare is the wrong answer, but you better
believe I think every American should have health

care, and pre-existing conditions should be covered,
and I think it’s fine for people to have coverage up to
[age 26].”
As for how structure drives behavior, MacArthur
said people are being divided more to the right and
left by gerrymandering, campaign finance reform and
high-dollar entertainment television and radio. He
also made mention of “permanent opposition parties,” such as the Freedom Caucus, whom MacArthur
described as those who cast themselves as “outside the
mainstream.”
Finally, MacArthur said, differences are real.
People will strongly fight to the bitter end — and that
has always been in true politics.
The former member of the Randolph Township
Council, however, sees several ways that can help to
move the country forward. One such way is to work
with everyone, something that is not easy in a field
divided by parties.
In fact, MacArthur says he will walk through the
tunnel or elevator that takes him to the Democratic
side before he gets to his own party’s area.
“Sometimes it takes me 10 minutes to make that
trek because I talk to people,” he said. “When they
have a bill they want me to co-sponsor, they feel like
they know me a little bit. And when I want them to
co-sponsor my bill, I’m not just a name or a face. I’m
someone they’ve talked to a few times.”
MacArthur said that actions will always be remembered more than what someone says and there is a big
difference between accomplishments and words.
“I didn’t go to Congress just to make noise,”
MacArthur said. “I went to Congress to get stuff
done. That’s what I did in business for 30 years. That’s
all that matters in the end — that we’ve done things
that actually improve people’s lives, that we’ve solved
problems that are ailing our economy. That’s what
matters, and if that’s not why you’re there, then get
the hell out.”

Rider celebrates Elliott’s life

O

By Emily Kelley
NE Christmas

morning, a foreign
exchange student from Germany
attending Rider College showed
up at Dr. Frank N. Elliott’s door.
He had nowhere to go for the holiday.
Immediately, Elliott opened up his home
and invited the student in for dinner
with his family, exhibiting his unending love and support for the Rider
community.
On Sept. 23, Frank N. Elliott, the
fourth president of Rider, serving from
1969 to 1990, passed away at the age
of 89. An open memorial service was
held at The Presbyterian Church of
Lawrenceville on Nov. 23 to remember
and celebrate his life.
“We acknowledge that we gather
at a time of loss and grief,” said the
Rev. Dr. Jeffery A. Vamos, pastor of
the church where Elliott was a regular
attendee. “While we shed tears, let us
be reminded that they are holy medicine. They are means for healing. We
come together to comfort each other.”
The pews were crowded with
friends and family. Vamos started the
service with a welcome to the guests,
an introduction to the remembrance
and celebration of Elliott’s accomplishments and success during his life. It was
followed by a clarinet rendition of “Just
a Closer Walk with Thee” performed
by Dr. Jerry Rife, chairman of Rider’s
Fine Arts Department.
During Elliott’s 21 years as president, he worked to help the college
attain university status, something
that did not happen until 1994. Since
1969, Elliott and his wife opened their
doors to the Rider community, showing
kindness and welcoming students. He

would dedicate 70 hours each week to
the campus.
Vamos shared stories provided by
Elliott’s daughter, Sue, that captured
the heart he had for Rider, his family
and the church. Throughout his life,
he also served on many local, state
and national boards of directors of
professional, corporate and service
organizations.
Following the clarinet solo, hymns
were sung, prayers were said and scripture was read to emphasize the value of
Elliott’s life.
Before working at Rider, Elliott
enlisted in the U.S. Army. After his
military experience, he pursued higher
education, earning a bachelor’s degree
at Alfred University, a master’s degree
at Ohio University and a Ph.D. at the
University of Wisconsin.
Under Elliott’s presidency, the
number of faculty holding a doctoral
degree increased from 32 percent to 90
percent, Rider’s School of Education
received national recognition and the
number of volumes in Moore Library
doubled.
Each year, Rider gives the annual
Frank N. Elliott award to a university faculty, administration and staff
member who exhibit extraordinary
service to Rider. This award continues
to honor the legacy he left.
Because Elliot was a veteran of
World War II, a tribute and bestowal
of the flag was offered at the end of the
service by a fellow veteran.
“He set the bar high when it came
to a life well-lived,” Vamos said. “He
was easy to get along with, generous
and gracious. His legacy will indeed be
remembered.”

presentation

Merchants
of Doubt
The curtain is lifted on a group of
highly charismatic, silver-tongued
pundits-for-hire who present
themselves in the media as scientific authorities - yet have the
aim of spreading confusion about
well-studied public threats ranging
from toxic chemicals to climate
change.
ŽŵĞƐĞĞƚŚĞĮůŵŽŶ͙

Tuesday, December 8
&
Wednesday, December
9
7:00 P.M.
Sweigart Room 115
For more information, visit:
www.sonyclassics.com/merchantsofdoubt
7KHUHZLOOEHDEULHIGLVFXVVLRQIROORZLQJWKHÀOP
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By Emily Klingman
HERE’S a

new kid in town, and she
is getting a lot of attention with
her sweet treats.
Joanne Canady-Browne,
owner and lead baker of The Gingered
Peach, moved her bakery from Ewing
to Lawrenceville in Dec. 2014, and
with the new school year, the bakery is
gaining hype.
“We needed to expand, and I just
couldn’t find anywhere to go in Ewing
that had the right space but still was
within a high enough traffic area that I
can bring in new clients,” said CanadyBrowne. “This just happened to work
out really well where, ‘Oh, it’s in a
great location, space that we need, and
the rent is affordable; we’re going to
make the move.’”
The move to Lawrenceville also continues the town’s tradition of housing
a bakery on Main Street. The Village
Bakery, which is where The Gingered
Peach is now, had been passed along
through several different owners before
closing in 2012. According to CanadyBrowne, there had been a bakery in
that exact location for the past 50
years. But with the introduction of The
Gingered Peach, there comes a time for
change.
“We are the first bakery to come in
here and change the name, completely
renovate and not carry the products the
old bakeries carried,” she said.
Canady-Browne got her start in baking after going to Rutgers and entering
the corporate world with an MBA in
marketing. Eventually, she discovered
how much the field was not for her.
“I just decided that I was not going
to let someone determine whether
or not I was going to work,” said

Canady-Browne. “If there was going
to be a failure, it was going to be my
own.”
From there, her decision to turn to
baking was easy.
“I didn’t go to pastry school, but I
had exposure at home – I grew up in
a house of baking,” she said. “I knew
how to make a cake, I knew how to
make biscuits, but for the more complicated like croissants and stuff, I bought
a textbook and taught myself.”
It was after her initial jump into the
baking world that she met her secondin-command baker, Althea Marr.
“Initially I was an intern, looking
to get some experience out of culinary school,” said Marr. “Joanne took
me on, working at her original shop
location in Ewing. Over the years I’ve
reconnected with her, and this year I
was looking for a job and Joanne had
an opening.”
For Marr, her first exposure to baking was similar to Canady-Browne.
Baking was a large aspect of her home
life and eventually she determined “it
was something I enjoyed doing so I
decided to pursue it as a career.”
Canady-Browne’s success as a baker
and as an entrepreneur is clear at the
end of every workday when most of the
products have sold out.
“Every weekday we start with 160
cupcakes, and weekends we go into
300,” said Canady-Browne. “We aren’t
a bakery that carries products into
the next day. We sell it that day; if we
don’t sell it, it goes to the Trenton soup
kitchen.”
With all of the success The
Gingered Peach has encountered, there
have been some challenges along the
way. Many of the products sold, like

facebook.com/Letthemeatcakenj

New bakery creates treats
with a fresh, modern twist

The display in The Gingered Peach, filled with twists on desserts, like zucchini bread and goat cheese brownies.
a bun called the “sticky piggy” that is
made with bacon, raisins and sticky
sauce, are not typically found in bakeries. When the bakery first moved to
Lawrenceville, many customers were
hesitant about trying its products.
“When everybody thinks of a
bakery, they think of the bakery your
grandparents went to, this kind of old,
stuck-in-its-ways kind of bakery,” she
said. “When we opened, everything we
made was so unfamiliar to everyone
here that they just said, ‘I don’t think I
want to eat that.’”
With all of the doubt its products
received at first, Marr said “definitely
seeing customers enjoying the food that
we make” is the best part of her job.
“It’s always great to know that we
made a really nice batch of cookies or
brownies or cinnamon buns or something,” she said.
Canady-Browne believes what will
make Rider students interested is how
different and unique The Gingered
Peach is.
“What makes us appealing is that
we make things you want to eat,” she

said. “Modern twists: that’s what we do,
that’s what makes us appealing. Our
average consumer is like, ‘What is that,
that’s weird!’ and we just say, ‘No, it’s
different.’”
Marr agrees that the differences
between them and classic bakeries
put The Gingered Peach ahead of the
others.
“We have a more Southern homestyle sort of baking, and we do everything from scratch,” she said. “It’s
made fresh daily, and it’s a little bit of
stuff you’ve seen before like brownies,
but with our own special twist on it.”
The best part of owning The
Gingered Peach for Canady-Browne is
the freedom to run the business the way
she wants to.
“If I want to make a salted caramel apple cupcake, I don’t have to
ask anyone, I can just do it,” she said.
“If there’s a system in place that’s not
working, I can change it. If there’s an
employee that’s doing an awesome job,
I can reward them. If there’s a product
customers want to see us carry, I can
make it.”
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Pliés and taps, plus spunk and sass, lifts spirits and leaves audience captivated

E

By Samantha Brandbergh
MPOWERING, lively

and theatric are
just a few words to describe the dances
that graced the stage at Rider Dance
Ensemble’s (RDE’s) fall showcase, “As
the Leaves Turn,” on Nov. 20-22.
With the BLC Theater nearly packed,
music bumped through the speakers as the
audience eagerly waited for the show to begin
on Nov. 20.
Directors and RDE’s president, junior
elementary education and dance major
Taylor Miller, and vice president, junior arts
administration major Jessica Spinosa, gave
a brief introduction before the dancers took
the stage, declaring that the showcase is “sure
to be the most memorable show of the year.”
The opening number, “Hit and Run,” choreographed by junior marine sciences major
Miranda Rosen, featured six female dancers
adorned in black tutus.
The dance, which featured just the right
amount of sass and spunk, set the tone for the
rest of the show.
“As The Leaves Turn” featured 24 exciting
and diverse pieces, ranging from emotional
and powerful, to high-energy tap dances,
such as “Saturday Night’s Alright,” choreographed by sophomore journalism major
Hayley Fahey, whose bright smile never left
her face while on stage.
The tone instantly changed when dancers freshman musical theater major Briana
Abbott, sophomore environmental sciences
major Victoria Cruz, junior elementary
education and history major Julie Koval and
freshman business administration major
Victoria Miller took the stage to perform
“Wicked Games,” a passionate and moving
piece choreographed by sophomore elementary education and dance major Christine

DiBrita. Although the dance was a group performance, each dancer got her own moment
to shine, where the beautifully executed
choreography could be on display.
Various pieces in the showcase allowed the
music and choreography to go hand-in-hand,
especially during “The Cave,” choreographed
by senior elementary education and dance
major Christy Box.
The dance gave off a tranquil vibe at the
start, with a blue hue falling over the stage.
As the song’s tempo elevated and the stage’s
glow turned red, the dancers picked up the
pace, not missing a beat.
The closing number of the first part of the
showcase was the triumphant “Jai Ho,” choreographed by junior biology major Jennifer
Cabrera and Rosen.
The Bollywood-influenced piece featured
all 57 dancers, making the jam-packed stage
look like a flurry of limbs. The high-energy
dance featured an array of styles, highlighting the tap dancers previously featured in the
showcase.
“Jai Ho” was the perfect way to close out
the first half of the showcase, leaving the
audience still on a high even after the curtain
went down.
The second half contained a few dark and
haunting pieces, including the eerie “Rule the
World,” choreographed by sophomore dance
and arts administration major Courtney
Booker and sophomore theater and dance
performance major Amira Davis, and “I’m
Gonna Get You,” choreographed by sophomore arts administration and dance major
Amanda Martinelli, in which the six female
dancers wore black eye masks, adding to the
mystery of the piece.
Two highlights of this part of the showcase were contrasting in styles, but equal in

execution.
“Cell Block Tango,” choreographed by
junior dance major Amanda Page, reflected
the Broadway classic, with each dancer portraying a “character” in the dance.
Although the song featured more talking
than singing, the RDE dancers managed to
make the dance charismatic and flirty, earning cheers from the audience.
“Dancin’ Fool,” choreographed by junior
theater major Kylie McDonald, on the other
hand, was a lively, old-school piece that could
have been taken right off the Broadway stage.
With all of the dancers perfectly in sync,
the performance was a seamless blend of
modern dance and tap, earning the loudest
applause of the night.
During “As the Leaves Turn,” the RDE
dancers made the physically demanding choreography of all 24 dances look easy.
Whether it was pulling on the audience’s
heartstrings with the emotional lyrical dances,
or making them dance in their seats with
the toe-tapping numbers, “As the Leaves
Turn,” proved to be a diverse and memorable
showcase.

Emily Kelley/ The Rider News
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The Rider Dance Ensemble took audiences on an emotional journey through dance during the fall showcase, “As The Leaves Turn,” on Nov. 20-22. The showcase featured a range
of genres, from upbeat Bollywood and hip-hop routines, to lyrical pieces.

RE VIE W

PRE VIE W

Sold-out shows defy past Broadway expectations

Conference to showcase four ’60s musical legends

T

B

Theater was filled to capacity during the weekend of Nov. 18. Audiences found
themselves in musical theater heaven when the
School of Fine and Performing Arts presented
the musical Catch Me If You Can. Directed and choreographed by Robin Lewis, with musical direction by
Nathan Hurwitz, the show was a hit among audiences
from all over, even selling out for the show’s last two
performances.
Based on the DreamWorks motion picture of the
same name, the story follows Frank Abagnale Jr., a
young con man who pretends to be a pilot, doctor
and lawyer, all while running from FBI agent Carl
Hanratty.
Although the show featured a variety of talented
cast members who brought enough energy to light a
stadium, it was sophomore musical theater major Nick
Ziobro who carried the show as Abagnale Jr., from
the moment he recited the lines of “True Story.” At
the beginning of the show, it was clear that Ziobro
was ready for the challenge of portraying a variety
of jobs by one character, all while singing and dancing his way into the hearts of audience members. His
performance was a major standout, not only because
Abagnale Jr., was the main role, but because he was
able to successfully fill the shoes of Aaron Tveit, who
starred in the role on Broadway several years before.
After the opening number, we are introduced
to Frank’s parents, Frank Abagnale Sr., and Paula
Abagnale. Abagnale was portrayed by senior popular music culture major Eddie Brandt, who brought
the charm and suavity that was needed to portray
the intelligent father. Paula Abagnale was played by
senior musical theater major Emma Rose Brooks,
who successfully pulled off the French accent that was
needed for the character. Their rendition of “Don’t Be
a Stranger,” seen in the second act of the show, was
full of the chemistry that an estranged couple with a
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Nick Ziobro (center) brought the character of Frank Abagnale Jr. to
life during Rider’s production of Catch Me If You Can on Nov. 18-22.
troubled son would have.
Brandt’s and Ziobro’s rapport as father and son
ultimately brought more meaning to the show. With
songs like “The Pinstripes Are All They See” and the
memorable father-son duo “Butter Outta Cream,” it
was visible to the audience that the relationship the
two actors had onstage was the same that they had
offstage.
Although the show focused on specific characters, it
was able to incorporate showgirls and guys that would
typically be seen in big Broadway musical productions. With the help of senior musical theater Colby
Dezelick, Lewis’ stunning choreography for songs like
“Jet Set,” “Doctor’s Orders” and “(Our) Family Tree”
incorporated the dancers, providing a livelier feeling
to each performance.
However, it was senior musical theater major
Travis Przybylski as Agent Carl Hanratty who really
brought the energy with the dancers to “Don’t Break
the Rules,” which had audiences applauding each
night for up to a minute’s time. Przybylski brought
everything to his last performance as a Rider student:
humor, energy and passion.

In the second act, Abagnale Jr. meets his dream
girl, Brenda Strong, portrayed by senior musical
theater major Chloe Voreis. Voreis brought the right
amount of heart and soul each night as Strong, especially with her solo, “Fly, Fly Away,” in which she says
goodbye to Abagnale Jr., hoping one day that they
will meet again after he leaves her to avoid Hanratty
catching him.
Unfortunately for Abagnale Jr., this does not work,
and he is ultimately caught, bringing the audience
back to where the story began. Hanratty does not
force Abagnale to run from him; however, he gives
him options that would allow him to receive bail and
get out of prison early, offering him a job with the
FBI once he is out. After learning from Hanratty that
his father is dead, Abagnale Jr., wants everything to
stop, realizing that he now has no one left to run to.
Ziobro’s heartfelt performance of “Goodbye” brought
the right amount of emotion that was needed to connect everything that had happened to Abagnale Jr.,
and put it all onstage.
The show ended with a new relationship similar
to the Abagnale’s; however, this time it is between
Hanratty and Abagnale Jr. The two each tell their
story about the way things end after Abagnale Jr.,
is released from prison with the final song of the
show, “Strange But True.” The cast then gathered
to close the show by singing the final verses, with a
special appearance from above by the deceased Frank
Abagnale Sr. Then, Abagnale Jr., brought the show to
a close by running up the stairs to exit the theater as
his last “goodbye” and a way of moving forward.
Although the musical did not do well on Broadway,
Rider’s production was the complete opposite, showing that the cast and crew spent an immense amount
of time putting the show together to make it the
spectacle that it was. As the song says, “If you want to
make it, make it up.”

By Modjina Ovil

EATLES fans are invited to take a Ticket to Rider
on Dec. 5 to attend a conference that will take
place from 3-8 p.m. in the Bart Luedeke Center
Theater.
Professor of music Stephen Arthur Allen will be the
host. Allen has been teaching a course since 2005 that
places emphasis on the Beatles and their music; he has
also been an advocate for educating the public on the
Beatles by attending conferences and starting what
is now the well-known, award-winning “Beatles Go
Brass,” a series with the Princeton Brass Band, Rider’s
ensemble-in-residence.
Allen will also take part in a talk entitled,
“Concerning the Curious Case of Mr. John Lennon.”
There, he will discuss the odd relationship between
John Lennon and his mother. Allen also will discuss
how Lennon’s personal relationship had a huge influence on his music.
“I just want people to be knowledgeable about the
Beatles,” stated Allen.
Programs will also include, “Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!:
The Evolving Artistry of
the Beatles,” by
English professor Kenneth
Womack from
Monmouth
University,
who is also the
dean of the Wayne D.
McMurray School of
Humanities and Social
Sciences.
Junior popular music culture major Victoria
DeLena will take part in the speaker program and
present, “From Me to You: Through Sound and
Emotion,” where she’ll exhibit works by modern day
musicians who have been inspired by the Beatles.

‘‘
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By Kimberly Ortiz

Special guest Alan LeBouf, an international Paul
McCartney artist, will perform and discuss his career
as a professional Beatles tribute performer. “Beatles
Go Brass” will
also be featured
in the performances with
LeBouf.
The concert
will feature
some of the
DR. STEPHEN ARTHUR ALLEN best-known
songs by the
Beatles, including “Yesterday,”
“All You Need is Love” and “Hey Jude.”
Allen founded the Princeton Brass Band in 2004
to offer a variety of performances that are accessible
to regional audiences. Since then, the band has been
recognized for its accomplishments including winning

Not only will students learn about the greatest
band in history and its impact, but they will also
get informed about the incredible work we are
doing in the popular music studies degree.”

the National Brass Band Association (NBBA) National
Champions in 2013. It was made the official ensemble-in-residence at Rider in 2011.
This is the first Beatles Conference to take place at
Rider, and although Allen is unsure if the conference
will become a yearly event, he is hopeful that students
will walk away with knowledge about one of the most
influential bands to date.
The conference, which took six months to prepare, aims to familiarize the Rider community with
the popular music culture major, along with building
interest in the Beatles.
“Not only will students learn about the greatest
band in history and its impact, but they will also get
informed about the incredible work we are doing in
the popular music studies degree,” Allen said. “This
degree is really about understanding popular music
in all its richness, and the Beatles are a central key to
seeing this.”
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Trouble in paradise: Broncs go 1-3 in trip

I

The Vikings also committed 18 turnovers, but the
Broncs could not take advantage of that. Rider was
also outrebounded 33-27. Despite those struggles, the
Broncs were only down by 1 with a minute left, but
once the Vikings started making their free throws, it
was tough for the Broncs to respond. Rider only went
14 for 25 from the foul line while Cleveland State shot
23 for 32 from the charity stripe.

By Brandon Ferris and Brandon Scalea

its toughest stretch of the 2015-16 season,
the men’s basketball team was only able to muster
one win in its latest four games.

Maryland
After dropping the first two games of the year, the
Broncs (1-5) traveled to take on the then-No. 3 ranked
Maryland. Though Rider was a 22-point underdog, it
took over 30 minutes of basketball for the Terrapins to
take their first lead. The Broncs led by as much as 16
in the second half. However, they ultimately lost the
game to Maryland 65-58.
The Broncs were led by senior guards Teddy
Okereafor and Shawn Valentine and junior center
Khalil Thomas. Valentine came off the bench and
scored 12 points before fouling out in the last minutes of the game. Okereafor scored 11 points while
producing seven assists. Thomas led the team in points
with 14 against the Terps (6-0).
“Playing against Maryland was amazing,”
Okereafor said. “The atmosphere in their gym was
crazy; the fans were extremely loud and into the game
from start to finish.”
The Broncs opened the game with a 4-0 run and
controlled the pace until the last minutes. They led by
2 at the half and then opened up the second half with
a 12-0 run to take a 43-29 lead.
Senior guard Zedric Sadler scored four of those
points but fouled out four minutes into the second
half.
The Terps did not take their first lead of the game
until the 5:29 mark. Leading 59-58 in the last seconds
of the game, Maryland was able to make its foul shots
and control the lead the rest of the way.
Although Maryland missed a free throw in the last
20 seconds, it got an offensive rebound to end the

Emily Kelley/The Rider News
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Guard Teddy Okereafor had 11 points in a loss to No. 3 Maryland.
game after it made both free throws.
“It would have been great to win that game not
just for us but for the program of Rider,” Okereafor
said. “But we gave the right effort and fight that night
and it’s something we have to do every night moving
forward in order to compete for the MAAC championship which, despite our current record, is something
we can most certainly do.”
Cleveland State
After nearly pulling off the upset against Maryland,
the Broncs traveled to Cancun where they lost a hardfought game against Cleveland State. It seemed as
though Rider struggled with Cleveland State’s press,
committing 18 turnovers to the Vikings.
The Broncs were led by junior guard Jimmie
Taylor and junior forward Xavier Lundy. Taylor led
the Broncs with 12 points, shooting 4 for 10 from the
field and Lundy had 10. Taylor also had six rebounds
and two steals. Senior guard Khalil Alford had nine
points and one block as well.
While Rider had turnover trouble, it was not alone.

Houston Baptist
Rider next faced Houston Baptist (1-5), who lost to
South Dakota State in the first round of the Cancun
Challenge. The Huskies went 12-16 last season and
won only seven games in the Southland Conference.
After going into this game 0-4, the Broncs soundly
defeated Houston Baptist 67-56, notching their first
win of the season.
Okereafor led the Broncs to victory with 16 points,
three assists and two steals. He was also named to the
Cancun Challenge All-Tournament team. Lundy, who
is arguably having a breakout season, had 11 points
with two steals and four rebounds.
The Broncs took an early lead once the game
started and did not look back. With 14 minutes left
in the first half, Rider had a 17-9 lead; it led 36-22 at
halftime, following a 16-2 run. Only two players did
not score a point and 32 points came from the bench.
Rhode Island
The Broncs finished up their road trip, by playing
the Atlantic 10’s Rhode Island (4-2), a team that lost
to Maryland by 21.
Despite this, Rider lost that game 82-57. The
Broncs will look to get back on track when they host
familiar rival St. Peter’s on Dec. 2 at Alumni Gym.

Thinking of
Transferring?
Think
Seton Hall.
Seton Hall offers over
90 outstanding academic programs
Small classes and close
faculty mentorship
CONTACT

Sarah Blackburn at 973-275-2572
or sarah.blackburn@shu.edu

Generous transfer credit policies
and transfer scholarships

Apply today at
admissions.shu.edu
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By Brandon Scalea
FTER winning

its first two games
of the season, the women’s
basketball team has fallen into
an early slump, dropping its last

three.
Junior center Julia Duggan said that
even though a three-game losing streak
seems like a big deal, her team only
needs to make simple adjustments.
“I feel like we just need to work
on the little things,” she said. “On
offense, we need to work on our flow.
Sometimes when we go from one
offense to the next, we have a period
where some of us aren’t on the same
page, so the offense breaks down. On
defense we need to have better communication and a better sense of awareness on the court.”
On Nov. 21, Rider traveled to The
University of Maryland, Baltimore
County (UMBC). The Broncs led by
as much as 14 in the third quarter, but
the home team stormed back to steal a
58-53 win. Shooting made the difference in the game, as the Broncs finished
shooting only 39 percent from the field,
to the Retrievers’ 45 percent.
Despite the loss, Duggan had
another big offensive game, finishing
6 for 10 from the field for 14 points
and six rebounds. Sophomore forward
C’quoya Haughton proved to be a factor off the bench, shooting 71 percent
from the field for 10 points.
Unfortunately for Rider (2-3), these
were the only two Broncs who put up
significant numbers. Trailing 47-34 late
in the third quarter, UMBC began a
late run. Ultimately, they outscored the

Broncs 19-5 in the fourth quarter to
turn a 13-point deficit into a five-point
victory.
The Broncs looked to rebound on
Nov. 24 against their cross-town rival,
Princeton, a team that went undefeated
in the 2014-15 regular season en route
to the NCAA Tournament. Just like
the Princeton men’s team earlier in the
month, the Tigers came into Alumni
Gym and had control of the game from
start to finish, winning 78-59.
Rider’s only lead of the game was in
the opening minutes of the first quarter, when senior guard Manon Pellet hit
a three-pointer that gave them an 8-6
advantage. The home crowd of almost
500 was silenced shortly thereafter
when Princeton began a 13-0 run for a
lead it would never relinquish.
The Tigers were able to shut down
Duggan, who only put up seven points
and two rebounds.
Duggan complimented Princeton’s
defensive work.
“They definitely did a good job of
clogging up the lane with their defense
which made it hard for the guards to
get the ball into the post,” she said.
“Their whole team did a great job of
finding a person and boxing them out
when a shot went up so that gave them
an upper-hand in rebounding.”
Freshman guard Lexi Posset came
off the bench for six points and four
rebounds in 14 minutes of action.
Haughton also had an impressive night for the Broncs, despite the
score, finishing with a career-high 12
rebounds.
The win for the Tigers marked the
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Women look to keep it simple for MAAC play

Junior center Julia Duggan registered 14 points and six rebounds in a road loss to UMBC on Nov. 21.
24th time since the series began that
they were able to knock off Rider, and
the eighth consecutive time.
The woes continued for the team
on Nov. 29 when they traveled to West
Point, New York, to take on Army,
where they lost by double-digits for
the second straight game. The Black
Knights were coming off their only loss
of the season to No. 14 Duke, a game
in which they nearly pulled off the
upset.
In the 57-42 loss, senior guard Yeliz
Dogan had 11 points, three rebounds
and an assist, while junior guard Robin
Perkins had 11 points and a pair of
rebounds.
The Black Knights would lead for

the majority of the game, losing the
lead only once in the second quarter.
With Army (4-1) leading 20-15, the
Broncs went on a 7-1 run thanks to
five points from Perkins, giving them a
22-21 advantage that would not last for
very long.
After the Black Knights regained
a four-point lead in the third quarter,
they went on an 8-0 run to push the
lead to 40-28. Army’s senior guard Jean
Parker had 18 points in the win.
Rider will open MAAC play on
Dec. 4 when the team heads to New
Rochelle, New York, to take on Iona, a
team that swept them last season.

CROSS-COUNTRY

Banged-up Ritter still leads in final career meet

T

By Shanna O’Mara

team competed at the Eastern
Championships at Van Cortlandt State Park in
the Bronx, New York on Nov. 21. In the last races
of the season, the women placed fifth overall
at the Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC)
Championships, while the men placed 18th out of 21
teams at the IC4A Championships.
Senior Emily Ritter finished her last season running for the Broncs. She admitted to being a little
disappointed in her finish because she had been
dealing with a minor injury. She had hoped that the
team would finish in a better position than fifth, but
she was still proud that she and fellow senior Nicolette
Mateescu finished with All-East honors.
“I had been experiencing abdominal pain lately
in races and workouts so I didn’t quite have the race
I initially hoped for,” Ritter said. “As a team, we had
hoped to finish a little higher than fifth. We also had a
few athletes who weren’t able to race due to injury.”
Ritter and Mateescu led the women while earning
All-East honors. Ritter covered the 5,000-meter course
in 17:58, placing fourth among 80 runners. Mateescu
placed 11th in 18:27.
“I felt pretty good throughout the race, although it
was also a bit sentimental because it was my last crosscountry race,” Mateescu said. “Getting All-East meant
a lot to me because it was my last cross-country season
as a Rider Bronc.”
Ritter agreed, and mentioned that she is looking
toward what the future has in store for her.
“I was a little disappointed in my performance,
but to earn All-East honors for a second time is very
exciting,” Ritter said. “I was excited for my teammate
Niky who earned All-East honors as well. I am sad
to leave my collegiate career behind, but I am also
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Senior Emily Ritter placed fourth at the ECAC Championships.
excited to see where my running career takes me post
collegiately.”
Also for the women, graduate Katie Kinkead was
43rd in 19:44, and senior Stephanie Welte placed 47th
in 19:55. Freshman Katie Chinery placed 68th, covering the course in 21:05.4.
Sophomore Danniel Belay was the top finisher for
the men’s team, placing 30th of 183 runners, completing the five-mile course in 26:42.
“My race plan going into the meet was to go out

comfortably and aggressively from the gun, and I
think I was definitely able to achieve that,” Belay said.
Junior Brad Kaufmann placed 58th in 27:10, junior
Connor Szwetkowski placed 105th in 28:04, junior
Phil DeFroscia was 123rd in 28:31 and sophomore
Mike Pinnola was 133rd in 28:33.
Although the men did not place as high as they had
hoped, Belay is confident that they can use this upset
as motivation for future competition.
“In terms of the team finish, it was tough to swallow, and we just did not live up to our full potential for
the season,” he said. “As a team, this was a very disappointing season for us, and we’ll have to learn from
it going into next cross-country season. I felt that my
season individually was good but not great, and there
are areas that I can improve on going forward.”
Both the men and women will move forward to
the indoor track season, beginning on Dec. 11. The
Princeton New Year’s Invite will offer runners the
chance to demonstrate their work during the offseason, and it will lead to the Rutgers Invitational and
other large meets held in early January.
“I am looking forward to indoor track,” Mateescu
said. “I enjoy the one week of downtime to regroup
and rejuvenate, but then it is fun getting into stuff on
the indoor track. Track is totally different, so I am
excited to see what this year brings for the team.”
As for Ritter, she leaves Rider as one of the best
athletes the university has ever seen. Last season, she
became the program’s first woman to qualify for the
NCAA Championships, where she achieved AllAmerican status after a ninth-place finish.

