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‘And you know we on a roll

like we did good in college’
Hip-hop artist Big Sean drew 2,000 to the Student Recreation Center on Oct. 16 for a high-energy performance sponsored by the Student Entertainment Council.

Anti-hazing film aims to ‘create a culture change’

I

By Thomas Albano

N the Cavalla Room filled with varsity
athletes, Gary DeVercelly Sr. was in
the middle of wrapping up his final
remarks about how to eliminate hazing. Hazing at Rider took the life of his
son, Gary Jr., and this was the first time
the DeVercellys had publicly appeared
at Rider since his death in March 2007.
The father suddenly stopped speaking. The room was absolutely silent. He
apologized for his momentary speechlessness. His wife, Julie, came up onto
the stage and wrapped her arms around
him as they closed out the session.
It was the second of three panel
discussions and screenings of We Don’t
Haze on Oct. 18. The film features
interviews with hazing survivors
and families of hazing victims. Each
screening and discussion had a specific
audience — Greek Life at 3 p.m., athletics at 7 p.m. and all other clubs and
organizations at 9 p.m.
Matt Castorina, a senior history
major and the president of Rider’s
chapter of Sigma Phi Epsilon, said the
approximately 17-minute documentary gave him a new look at the effects
hazing can have on victims, as well as
families and peers.

“Hearing it from someone who has
lost a family member to it or experienced it, I think it makes a deeper
meaning,” he said. “I think you get a
better sense of why it is so wrong and
why we can’t allow it to happen in our
organization or on our campus.”
The goal of working with the Clery
Center for Security on Campus and
producing the documentary, according
to the DeVercellys, is to focus on ways
to replace hazing with other means of
team building.
“The first thing we want to do is to
raise awareness about hazing, especially
the subtle forms,” Julie DeVercelly said.
“The second thing is we want to create
a culture change to give a clearer definition of hazing.”
Her husband added that the event
also aimed to “give tools [students] can
use to create change and make real
traditions.”
Gary DeVercelly Jr. died after an
event that took place in the Phi Kappa
Tau (PKT) house. After being told
to drink a whole bottle of vodka, he
managed to drink a large portion of it
quickly before suffering alcohol poisoning and passing out.
He was put on a couch and by the

time someone called for help, it was too
late. His parents took him off life support the next day, charges were pressed,
Rider’s chapter of PKT was disbanded
and the family filed a wrongful death
lawsuit, which was settled in 2009.
According to Abigail Boyer, associate executive director of programs at
the Clery Center, hazing is not considered a Clery Act reportable crime, but
it can fall under other categories, such
as aggravated assault.
“There are a number of campus
safety issues and we wanted to create
a resource that can be used for them,”
Boyer said.
The premiere of We Don’t Haze on
the Lawrenceville campus comes at a
time when Rider finds itself in a media
spotlight for an incident involving the
men’s cross-country team. Members of
the team gathered to run around the
track naked before being stopped by
Public Safety. While no ill intent was
determined, it was deemed a hazing
incident because it could have had
embarrassing and humiliating effects.
“We knew [the athletes] were all
called there [to the film] because of
whatever happened with the crosscountry team,” said Lee Lipinski, a

senior history major and catcher on
the baseball team. “I think that was a
big part of it, but I think it was also the
announcement that October is AntiHazing Month.”
Lipinski also felt that the event could
have done more to tailor each session to
the audience present.
“I think it could’ve been better,” he
said. “I think it could’ve been more
focused toward sports-related stuff, too.
We know that’s why we had the assembly — for the first part at least.
“I mean, I thought Gary’s parents
were great. It took a lot for them to
come out, and they had good ideas.”
Castorina, however, feels that despite
what happened with the cross-country
team, no serious incident is likely to
occur at Rider today.
“I think our organizations all do a
really good job of ensuring that’s not
the culture we have,” he said. “I think
one benefit of us being at a smaller
school is that when we have a culture
like that, it spreads a lot and everyone
feels that ‘no one else does it, so we’re
not going to be the outlying group that
has hazing.’”
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Success on and off the stage; actor shares wisdom

S

By Ariana Albarella

community members gathered in
the Bart Luedeke Center Theater to welcome
Broadway performer Christopher Jackson on Oct.
19.
Currently performing as George Washington
in Hamilton on Broadway, Jackson shared insight,
answered audience questions and performed three
songs during the event.
Throughout his career, Jackson has been involved
with many theatrical productions, including originating roles in the shows In the Heights and Hamilton, both
created by Lin-Manuel Miranda.
“I absolutely enjoy originating roles and being the
first person to take a crack at it,” Jackson said. “In the
case of Lin, we met very early on in his career and
it’s always interesting and exciting to have a writer of
any sort, but especially of Lin’s caliber, to allow you
to influence the kind of role that you’re doing. Lin is
obviously a very talented guy and he has used every
brush that I have in my bucket to help paint the pictures that he wants to create.”
Jackson’s artistic endeavors only begin with his
theatrical credits. He is also a lyricist and composer,
writing for several projects including Sesame Street. He
spends much of his time immersing himself into the
various facets of his craft.
“I didn’t come to study and get into the business to
just do one thing,” Jackson said. “If you want to be an
artist, you have to stay busy. You have to be busy creating, you have to be busy reading, you have to be busy
exploring your art using any mediums possible.”
Allowing himself to experience different aspects
of his field has brought him more than just success.
Jackson shared with the audience that during a chemistry read for In the Heights, he met his wife, Veronica
Vasquez-Jackson. He later brought her out to sing a
duet from the show that united them together.
This moment was one of many that captivated the
crowd. Audience members took turns asking Jackson
questions, many pertaining to his current role.
Since opening in August, Hamilton has captured the
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TUDENTS and

Broadway actor Christopher Jackson singing during his Q&A and
performance for the Rider community on Monday.
attention of the Broadway community and beyond,
with some referring to it as a game-changing show for
theater. The show, dubbed “An American Musical,”
delves into the life of Alexander Hamilton and focuses
on his contributions to the nation. Jackson portrays a
Washington that is all too aware of the lasting impact
he and the country’s other founders will have on
history.
“The idea of the possible, I think, is Hamilton’s
greatest strength,” Jackson told the crowd. “When I
think about being a part of something like Hamilton or
In the Heights or any of the shows that I’ve been a part
of, it’s always about the power of possibility and how
that can truly and greatly affect change in our world.
And if I can be a small part of that, then I feel like my
story is told through the lives of people who have been
affected by what I do.”
While Jackson is excited that so many want to come
to a show with so much diversity, he responds to the
“game-changer” ideology that surrounds the show
with We’ll see,” echoing his character’s sentiment and
allowing history to decide the fate of the musical.

RE VIE W

Documentary digests food epidemic

F

By Samantha Sawh
ROM cooking

shows all over television
to culinary blogs littering the web, it’s
clear Americans love food. However,
in the United States, 40 percent of
food purchased finds a home in trashcans
instead of stomachs.
In the second Green Film of the
semester, Just Eat It, filmmakers Grant
Baldwin and Jen Rustemeyer tackled
waste statistics with raised forks and
knives.
Just Eat It was a documentary intended
to highlight the staggering amounts of
food wasted by households and stores.
As both filmmakers declared themselves as opponents to wastefulness, they
chose to embark on a documented, painful journey — survive entirely on food
waste for six months.
This did not mean digging through
dumpsters in dark alleys and making dinner out of half-eaten burritos and moldy
bread.
Baldwin and Rustemeyer traveled to
grocery stores, buying fruits, vegetables
and other products that were not aesthetically pleasing enough to be on shelves, or
that were slightly past the date printed on
them.
When that wouldn’t work, they would
go to big dumpsters behind stores and
take some of the fully boxed, fully sealed
products that the store had thrown away.
They would cook and eat those products,
not wasting anything for six months.
The process of their experiment was
enlightening. They were not starving or
wasting away.
In contrast, they would find more food
being thrown away than they knew what

to do with, all piled up in bins that they
couldn’t even sort all the way through.
On one trip to the store, Baldwin even
found a huge dumpster, resembling a
small swimming pool in size, filled to the
brim with hummus. It wasn’t expired,
contaminated or recalled. It was simply
wasted.
By the end of the journey, Baldwin
had even gained weight. They were not
eating beans out of cans every night —
instead, they cooked a variety of delicious
meals, including Asian noodles, fondue,
pasta and sauce, and many others.
There were moments in the film that
they actually struggled with all of the
food they found and bought a fridge that
was practically bursting at the hinges.
Just Eat It was a film that cooked up a
story that many people overlook — every
day, hundreds of pounds of food are
being wasted from every grocery store.
In households, nearly half of what
is being purchased lives only to see the
garbage. The documentary is a story of
waste, whether of food, money or the
planet’s resources.
By the time the credits roll, viewers
will feel ready both to eat everything in
their pantry, but also not waste any of it.
In more ways than one, the film Just Eat It
fed viewers more than they could keep on
their plates.
Just Eat It is available via Blu Ray in the
library. The next Green Film, The Human
Experiment, will be held Tuesday, Nov. 10
and Wednesday, Nov. 11 at 7 p.m. in Sweigart
115.

“Our show looks like what a New York City
subway car looks like,” he said. “It’s really interesting. Throughout the course of my career, I’ve had
the good fortune of being in some highly influential
shows that featured people of color. It’s nice to see
that Hamilton is adding to the list of shows that could
be hugely successful and not all white. It’s nice that the
characters in our story are rich. The female characters
are so developed and strong. The women in our show
are not the exception, they’re the rulers: in terms of
their strength, in terms of their resilience, in terms of
their influence. It’s a beautiful thing.”
Though playing the first president is no easy feat,
Jackson embraces the challenge and discussed how
important it is to be an embodiment of change and
inspiration.
“Theater, at its best, affects change because it
inspires thought, and so when you walk out of the
theater, you feel something or you heard a line, you
heard ‘History Has Its Eyes On You,’” Jackson said.
“You don’t have to be the president to wonder when
you walk out of this door, like generations before all
of us when they walked outside of a place of learning
or theater, ‘What am I doing with my life? How can I
take my soul and my ideas and my inspiration and use
that to affect change?’”
Making a difference through the arts is a notion
that Jackson discussed throughout the night. In
Hamilton, the line “Who lives, who dies, who tells your
story?” is a prominent component of the show’s plot,
and is often sung by Jackson. To him, it is a statement
meant to inspire change not just in the context of the
show, but also in everyday life.
“To be able to say that to 1,300 people, eight times
a week is no small thing,” Jackson said. “I hope that
when people come to see our show and they walk
away from the experience and carry it with them, that
they can examine that in their own lives and how they
interact as citizens and what change they choose to
affect. It speaks to how important it is to be mindful of
that. Not to be in search of fame and glory, but simply
to make a lasting impression.”

PRE VIE W

Straight-faced, dry humor
comes to Rider

K

By Erica Podosek
NOWN for

his
straight face
and dry sense of
humor, comedian
Dan Mintz will fill the
air with laughter at a
unique comedy show in
the Yvonne Theater at
9:30 p.m. on Oct. 23.
Originally from
Anchorage, Alaska,
Mintz started his stand
up career in Boston,
and has appeared on
multiple criticallyacclaimed shows such
as Late Night with Conan
O’Brien, The Late Show
with David Letterman
and Comedy Central
Presents. Currently, he
is a writer and producer on Nathan For You
and Mulaney, the head
writer on The Awesomes
and is most well-known
for his role voicing
Tina on Bob’s Burgers.
Last October, Dan
Mintz released his
stand-up album The
Stranger.
Mintz’s role as Tina
on Bob’s Burgers has
brought him into the
spotlight. Gallagher
also mentioned Mintz’s

relevance to the Rider
community.
“I think the show
will be well attended
by fans of Bob’s Burgers
and by people who
have never seen the
show as well,” William
Gallagher, the comedy
chair of the Student
Entertainment Council
(SEC) said. “Tina [his
character] has become
somewhat of a pop culture icon, and I think
most people in college
recognize her.”
Students attending
the show can expect a
night of hilarity and
lively entertainment
that will leave them
in stitches, organizers said. For many of
Mintz’s fans, this will
be a great opportunity
to see his sense of
humor off the television screen. The fans
of Bob’s Burgers should
be very pleased with
the show’s content
because of how similar
Dan’s humor is to his
character’s.
“Dan’s deadpan,
straight-faced delivery
is excellent, and his

voice is literally the
same as his character’s;
he doesn’t change it at
all, so it’s really funny
to hear him speak and
picture Tina in your
head,” Gallagher said.
Freshman liberal
arts major Olivia
Barone’s enthusiasm
over Dan Mintz could
not be clearer.
“As soon as I saw
that Dan Mintz was
coming to Rider, I was
ecstatic,” she said. “I’m
so excited to go to his
show, especially since
I’ve seen him on a couple of talk shows and
am familiar with his
character Tina from
Bob’s Burgers. Being able
to see him in person
is the most exciting
aspect of it all.”
However, audience members who
don’t know the show
should not miss out
on the opportunity.
Organizers promise
that the torrent of
straight-faced one-liners will leave the entire
audience with their
cheeks hurting from
laughing.
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HILE studying

abroad in Ormskirk,
England, during her sophomore year at
Rider University, Sophie Vakalis, junior
graphic design major, was captivated
by her experience.
Vakalis was motivated to study in England
based on her desire to learn more about the
country and to reconnect with her family’s
traditions.
“My mom was born and raised there, and I
still have family there,” said Vakalis. “I visited
when I was little and wanted to experience it
again as an adult. Traveling is an important part
of the family.”
Vakalis was also sparked by an enthusiastic
student ambassador who promoted the program.
“From my freshman seminar, a student ambassador from [the] Study Abroad [office] motivated
me even more to study in England,” said Vakalis.
“She seemed so passionate about her job as an
ambassador. I wanted to experience abroad and
be able to share my personal experiences as well.”
Kimberly Algeo, the assistant director of the
Center for International Education, has an allembracing leading role in preparing students to
go abroad.
“I advise all students on study abroad and prepare them for their academic experience abroad
as well as service the entire international student
population at Rider,” said Algeo, who also creates and organizes a number of other trips that
students benefit from, such as participating in the
international service learning trips to countries
including Costa Rica, Belize, the Dominican
Republic and Morocco.
While studying overseas, Vakalis devoted some

time to learning about different areas that surround England.
“I’ve visited Dublin, Paris, Barcelona, Rome,
Prague, Amsterdam and of course, London
and Liverpool,” Vakalis said. “I did not do the
‘Beatles pose’ but a few of my friends did.”
Despite her longing to explore different countries and make lasting memories, there were a few
moments where Vakalis felt anxious.
“Once I arrived at the airport terminal, I
felt nervousness mixed with excitement,” stated
Vakalis. “What helped me overcome the fear was
knowing that there would be others in my exact
situation and once I’ve made connections with
other peers, I’ve felt a lot better.”
“Most, if not all, students were satisfied with
their experience abroad,” said Algeo. “Studying
at a new university in a new culture with new
people is enough to change anyone’s perspective
on education abroad as well as growth within
themselves.”
Throughout her stay, Vakalis felt herself gaining confidence from adapting to changes and
thriving through the challenges of doing things
on her own.
“You don’t have to be afraid; I’ve learned that
lesson in the most positive way,” Vakalis said.
“There is more to the world outside of New
Jersey.”
Algeo specified with appreciation some of the
worthwhile moments during her career.
“The most rewarding part for me is when
a student comes back completely transformed.
They have completely immersed themselves in
their host culture and have a great desire to continue learning about different cultures,” she said.
Because of her positive experience overseas,

Vakalis is currently an undergraduate assistant
where she promotes and advises students who
desire to study abroad.
“I one-thousand-percent recommend students
to study abroad,” she said. “If you have the flexibility in your academics to do it, give it a try.”
Rider’s Center for International Education
offers a variety of advantages. There are numerous programs available and sufficient resources
on campus to assist students.
“Be willing to try new things; it’s to your
benefit,” said Vakalis. “Be completely open and
embrace change.”

Algeo said the most common
regret she hears from students in
their senior year is, “‘I wish I had
studied abroad.’ Students that
are thinking of studying abroad
should start planning as soon as
they can,” she said.

Sophie Vakalis studied abroad in Ormskirk, England last year, bringing her
back to her family’s roots. While Vakalis was abroad she had the opportunity to travel to (counter-clockwise from above) Rome, Ireland , London and
Barcelona.

PRE VIE W

By Samantha Brandbergh

S

TUDENTS can

expect to enter a
time machine and be transported
back to the 1960s while experiencing Rider’s Fall musical theater
Cabaret, Flower Power, which will take
over the Yvonne Theater on Oct. 23 and
24 at 7:30 p.m.
Directed by professor of musical
theater Mariann Cook and musically
directed by Wendy Feaver, this vibrant
and uplifting cabaret with an all-female
cast is sure to have audiences dancing
in their seats, organizers said.
“I chose the theme of 1960s pop
music because I thought it would be
fun for the women to explore the song
styles and performers of this era,”
Cook explained. “It is enough removed
from their pop music history and
knowledge that I thought it would be
informational as well as inspirational.”
For sophomore musical theater
major Sarah Caldwell, performing
in and preparing for Flower Power has
proven to be an enlightening and liberating experience.
“The '60s were such an important
decade, and so many of the songs
that were popular then had really
important messages behind them,”
she said. “Performing these songs with
a group of 14 girls is really cool and
empowering.”
The production will focus on a variety of music genres, from folk and rock
to soul and “surf,” making it a multifaceted and enjoyable event for all music
lovers, performers say.

Dance “crazes” nearly took over the
pop music scene in the 1960s, which is
why senior musical theater major Maria
Garvey is looking forward to bringing
her dance and choreography skills to
the stage.
“As the dance captain, I was lucky to
choreograph some numbers myself, but,
out of all of them, I am very excited
to perform the ‘Car Medley,’” she said.
“Our musical director [Feaver] made
an arrangement of all songs from the
'60s that deal with automobiles. It is
a lot of fun to do and has such a high
energy to it. I’m sure the audience will
feel that energy as well.”
Although the 1960s have come
and gone, the numbers that will be
performed in Flower Power will still
resonate.
“I’m excited to perform ‘Everyday
People,’” Caldwell said. “There is a
really strong meaning behind it that
is still relevant to some of the things
going on in our country today.”
Despite having only a month to
prepare, the cast of Flower Power has
managed to persevere through setbacks.
“The most fun part [of this production] has been the lovely and talented
women I am working with,” Garvey
said. “When something can be stressful,
we all find a way to have fun with it and
we bring that into our performances as
well.”
For Caldwell, performing music
from the decade has been both a blessing and a curse.
“The most challenging aspect of
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Flower Power will give crowds ’60s groove

The cast of Flower Power rehearsing for thier shows on Oct. 23 and 24 at 7:30 pm in the Yvonne Theater
putting together this cabaret is how
iconic so many of these songs are,”
she said. “A lot of the songs we do are
songs that everyone already knows and
loves, so we want to meet everyone’s
expectations.”
Garvey reassures audiences that
although the songs may be 50 years
old, this cabaret will have something for
everyone.
“Whether they think so or not, there
is going to be at least one song in the
show that they can sing along to,” she
said. “It is fast-paced and you never
lose your interest, thanks to the fun and
witty interludes between songs.”

Flower Power is planned to be a oneof-a-kind cabaret that touches upon the
themes of the 1960s, while still relating
them to the current culture in 2015.
“[The cabaret] is unique in that I
have incorporated videos, photographs
and commercials from the '60s to be
projected during the presentation on a
giant television set piece,” Cook said.
“The videos clearly display the changes
in tolerance that have slowly developed
over the past several decades.”

Redemption and hope Changes in the system
By Vanessa Woy and Claire Dalzon

G

ETTING up close to problems,
changing America’s narrative,
protecting hope and doing
uncomfortable things, author
Bryan Stevenson said, are four keys to
fixing the justice system.
The author of the critically
acclaimed book Just Mercy: A Story of
Justice and Redemption spoke at a Unity
Day event on Oct. 14 in a Cavalla
Room packed with 650 students and
local residents.
“We have to get proximate to
the problems that we are concerned
with,” he said. “I am persuaded that
there is power in proximity. We cannot solve problems from a distance.”
That is what he has been doing
since 1983 when he first walked into a
maximum-security prison. The young
Harvard Law student had been sent
to a Georgia death row to reassure
a condemned man. They formed a
surprising bond.
He then decided to dedicate his life
to representing those who are wrongly
accused and abused by the justice
system.
A majority of the 2.4 million
people in U.S. prisons are minorities,
he said. African-American prisoners receive the death penalty at three
times the rate of white defendants in
cases where the victims are white.
“We have to change the narrative
in this country about race,” Stevenson
said. “I believe the great evil of
American slavery is the narrative

of racial difference, the ideology of
white supremacy, that we created to
legitimize slavery.”
By founding the Equal Justice
Initiative in Montgomery, Alabama,
Stevenson created a network that
provides legal representation to prisoners who may have been wrongly
convicted or who are unable to afford
a sufficient defense. He brings them
hope.
“There is no right to counsel for
people on death row, that’s one of the
fictions that most people don’t appreciate.” he said. “So in this country
there are people literally dying for
legal assistance.”
He described his clients as broken
— by poverty, disabilities, racism,
abuse and neglect. “They are all broken. It was then that I realized I work
in a broken system.”
Stevenson concluded his speech
with a call to action, he insisted
America must widen its lens to capture the entire picture.
“We need to commit ourselves to
truth and reconciliation in this country,” he said. “We’ve never done that,
and because of that we are suffering.”
Aasim Johnson, a student worker
for the Office of Multicultural Affairs,
which hosted the event, praised the
speech. “It was encouraging to see
the Rider student body finally come
together to have a real discussion
about race and how it influences the
criminal justice system in this country,” Johnson said. “It’s never too late
to talk about these issues. ”

Before Bryan Stevenson sat down with
Rider News reporter Claire Dalzon and
reflected on the harsh realities that have shaped
his career and what he hopes will change in
America’s justice system.
Q: Do you find it hard to
maintain your faith in the justice
system?
Frequently, I know that truth will not
prevail. Justice will not prevail if the
system just functions the way it ordinarily functions. So you sometimes have to
be willing to push it and shake it and
make it do things that it’s not really
designed to do or is comfortable doing.
My hope is really rooted in our ability
to shake it in that way, push it in that
way.
Q: Megan’s Law makes convicted sex offenders not only
notify law enforcement but make
the communities they live in
aware of their presence in the
neighborhood. This law has been
criticized because of how it is
easy to get on the list but nearly
impossible to get off, regardless
of the crime. Your thoughts?
I think the law is unnecessary. I don’t
think it has helped anyone minimize
or protect themselves from victimization. Most child sex crimes take place
within families. There’s a very small
percentage that take place on strangerto-stranger crimes. I think the benefits
are small and the costs are great.
Q: How can college students
such as ourselves contribute to
the work you do?
Well, I think there is a growing need

Peter G. Borg/ Rider University

By Modjina Ovil

Coutesy of Sophie Vakalis

European visit revives heritage, opportunities

Bryan Stevenson spoke about his experiences with
racial injustice at the Unity Day keynote on Oct. 14.
for college students to become intimately engaged in providing services
and assistance to people who are
incarcerated. There are a number of
colleges that are building and supporting programs that go behind bars to
provide education because many prisons don’t provide basic GED instruction. College kids can do that.
Q: We already know how your
work has affected your professional life. How has it affected
your personal life?
I think it enriches my personal life. I
feel really fortunate to have a life where
I can spend my waking hours engaged
in things I’m passionate about. It really
gives you purpose. So to me, I don’t
think I sacrificed anything. It’s been a
great privilege to do what I do.
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VOLLE YBALL

T

By Carlos Toro
HE volleyball

team continues to top
the MAAC standings after defeating both Niagara and Canisius on
Oct. 17 and 18, respectively.
Not only did the Broncs (14-10, 9-1
MAAC) remain in first place, but it was
a career day for sophomore defensive
specialist Emma Aldaya, who had her
1,000th career dig in the win.
While Aldaya was celebrating this
feat against Canisius, she wasn’t focusing on the milestone. She was happy
reaching that career mark, but was
preoccupied with getting the win.
“It was pretty awesome getting to
that point in the short amount of time
I’ve been here,” Aldaya said. “At the
moment, I wasn’t even thinking about
it. I wanted our team to win. To be
able to do that in a really fun match is
awesome.”
The game against Niagara (7-12, 4-5
MAAC) began with the Purple Eagles
taking the first set 25-16. The first half
of that set was a back-and-forth affair
between the two teams until Niagara
rode a 12-3 scoring run when it was
tied at 13 points each.
The Broncs quickly got ahead in the
following set, never trailing in either
the second or third sets as Rider pulled
ahead in those sets by scores of 25-21
and 25-20.

Niagara went ahead early on in the
fourth set, but by attacking and serving
errors, and a kill from Rider freshman right-side hitter Hailey Riede, the
Broncs took the lead and forced the
Purple Eagles to once again play catch
up.
Riede led the team with 16 kills and
a .500 attack percentage; meanwhile,
Aldaya led the team with 17 digs.
The following day was the Broncs’
10th conference game, and they had a
chance to extend the best conference
start in program history.
The match itself was hard-fought
against Canisius (6-15, 4-5 MAAC)
with an exciting finish.
Rider and Canisius were nearly
deadlocked in the opening set, which
featured seven ties, the most in the
game. Riede and junior middle hitter
Kaitlyn Griffin had the team’s last two
kills to give the Broncs the 25-22 opening set win.
Canisius jumped out to a 10-5 lead
in the following set after Rider had a
few miscues and errors on the attacking
side. Canisius rode that lead to a 25-21
second set victory.
“We knew, when we came into the
match, we were in for a tough one,”
sophomore right-side hitter Jennifer
Borio, who led the team with 16 kills,
said. “In the locker room, we said we

WOMEN’S SOCCER

Howard continues to dominate

T

By Aliyaah Lindsey
HE women’s

soccer team hosted
conference rivals Niagara on Oct.
14 as junior goalkeeper BethanyMay Howard picked up yet
another shutout.
In just 19 minutes, Rider (8-5, 5-2
MAAC) scored the only goal of the
game. Junior forward Hollie Kelsh
assisted freshman back Meghan
McCabe on a header off a corner kick
to take the lead and victory, 1-0.
This marks McCabe’s fourth goal
of the season, and Kelsh’s eighth assist,
more than any player in the MAAC.
Howard had three saves for the day.
Niagara (6-5-2, 4-2 MAAC) out-shot
the Broncs 14-4 and 3-2 in shots on
the goal. However, the Purple Eagles’
efforts fell short.
This is the first time in three years
that the Broncs have beaten Niagara.
Rider then traveled to the Bronx to
face Manhattan (9-3-2, 5-0-2 MAAC)
in a double-overtime, scoreless draw on
Oct. 17.
Kelsh gave credit to Manhattan’s
style of defense.
“Manhattan was a very difficult
team to break down due to the way
they defended as a team,” she said.
“They defended with 10 players behind
the ball, and made the final third [of
the field] very tight and compact. It
was tough for us to get the ball into the
18-yard box and score.
Howard and the Broncs battled
one of the top five goalkeepers in the
nation, Kristen Skonieczny, who finished with two saves.
Howard had seven saves on the day;
however, because of a bloody nose in
the last five minutes of the game, left
the field early. Freshman goalkeeper
Amy Kozlowski came in for Howard in

the last five minutes.
Kozlowski made it clear that she was
not nervous entering the game, and was
ready to go about her business.
“I really didn’t have time to think
about anything before I was told to go
in. I wasn’t really afraid, though; I was
ready to play,” she said. “Thankfully,
I didn’t have to do much in goal
anyway.”
Manhattan out-shot the Broncs
18-10 with seven shots on goal. The
Jaspers have yet to defeat Rider in six
years, but Rider narrowly leads the all
time series 8-7-4.
Although Kelsh credited the Jaspers,
she mentioned that the Broncs didn’t
give Manhattan’s goalie much to work
with.
“They were definitely a challenge for
us,” she said. “However, their keeper
didn’t have to do much because we
didn’t really have many shots on goal.”
The Broncs will host their final
home game of the regular season Oct.
24 against Fairfield, last year’s MAAC
runner-up.
Kozlowksi mentioned her team’s
lofty goal for this season.
“We are working really hard for
this week,” she said. “As a team, we’d
love to go undefeated at home for the
regular season.”
As for Kelsh, she feels her team is
in good shape heading into another
MAAC game.
“We have been working hard and
analyzing the areas we can exploit
Fairfield on,” she said. “We are all
looking forward to playing them again,
because the last time we faced them
was in the MAAC Final.
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Just a sophomore, and already 1,000 digs

Sophomore defensive specialist Emma Aldaya picks up her 1,000th career dig in a win on Oct. 17.
have to control what we can control
and be the aggressors.”
Just like the other two sets, the third
set was another dead heat early on but
a kill by Griffin jumpstarted a run that
helped give Rider a 25-22 third set run.
The last set saw a similar turn of
events, but when Rider was on the
verge of closing the game with a win,
Canisius came back down 24-20 to tie
the set and extend it a little further.
Griffin sealed it with the game’s last
two kills, finishing with 15 overall.
The Broncs go on the road to face
off against Siena in a battle of the
conference’s top two teams on Oct.
24. They then go against Marist the

following day, a team Rider defeated
earlier in the year.
Head Coach Christopher Feliciano
said that they need to focus on not
making any costly mistakes as the
schedule continues to get tougher.
“That’s one of the things we really
emphasize in our gym, is not make any
bad errors,” Feliciano said. “We can
deal with the aggressive errors and in
the opening parts of sets one, three and
four, we were really tight in our discipline and it afforded us a win.”

