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Cross-country team caught
in alleged hazing event

S

EVERAL members of the men’s
cross-country team were allegedly
involved in a hazing incident on
the Lawrenceville campus.
On Sept. 5 at 9:25 p.m., Public
Safety was dispatched to the outside
track complex, where officers noticed
several backpacks and clothing on
the ground. The officers exited their
vehicle and found two naked males,
who approached the officers.
The two were identified as Rider
students, and Public Safety found out
there were others naked in the area
as well. The officers looked through
the backpacks and found alcoholic

beverages, of which several students
took ownership.
It turned out the individuals were
members of the cross-country team,
who had gathered to run naked around
the track. Several members of the team
have been charged with alcohol violations and hazing.
The students charged have been
referred to the Office of Community
Standards, and Head Coach Bob
Hamer was notified. Hamer took action
by suspending practice during the
investigation and handed out his own
sanctions for violating team rules. No
one was injured in this incident.

Two sexual assault claims
on campus in two-week span
A reported sexual assault took place
on Friday, Sept. 11 in West Village
B at 3:15 a.m. An unidentified white
male entered an unlocked apartment
and touched a female visitor who was
sleeping in the common area. Once the
female awoke, the suspect fled. He is
remaining unidentified and at large.
A second report of sexual assault
occurred on Friday, Sept. 18, in Poyda
residence hall. Lt. Joseph Amodio,
Lawrence Township police, said that
case was deemed unfounded.
Vickie Weaver, director of public
safety, explained that a Rider Alert was
not issued for the second sexual assault

incident because the person of interest
was in police custody.
“The first [sexual assault incident]
was through the Rider Alert because at
that time we had information that led
us to reasonably believe that a sexual
assault had taken place and we did not
have the suspect in either police custody
or with us [Public Safety],” she said.
“We had a person of interest [for the
second case]...and was under the control
of the police. Timely warnings are
issued when there is a continuing threat
to the community. And because this
person was in our control, that threat
was not there.”

SECURITY BRIEFS
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At least he admitted it

Where did he come from? While on patrol near
Lincoln Drive on Sept. 13 at 3:11 a.m., Public Safety
noticed a male who was stumbling. When asked by
the officers if he was OK, the individual replied, “I’m
drunk, bro.” He turned out to be a student of age and
an ambulance was called. A second male appeared
on the scene and began screaming obscenities at the
officers. Two more officers arrived to get this second
individual away from the scene. When EMTs arrived,
the first male became belligerent and refused to go in
the ambulance. A friend of the second male was able
to transport the drunken student off campus. The first
student has been charged with disorderly conduct
and an alcohol violation. The second was charged
with failure to comply and disorderly conduct. The
matter has been referred to the Office of Community
Standards.

Leaky Loo

Quite the slippery situation: On Sept. 12, at 12:23
p.m., Public Safety was dispatched to Alumni Gym in
regards to a maintenance issue. A rusted bolt loosened, causing a toilet bowl to crack and let loose. The
water was soon shut off and the broken toilet was
removed. Repairs have been made.

Arm snapping

This is going to require some surgery. On Sept.
12 at 3:50 a.m., Public Safety, while on patrol near
the sorority lot, noticed that one of the gate arms
had been damaged. The arm was bent and partially
broken off. The remaining pieces were removed and
a work order was submitted for repairs. There are no
suspects. Anyone with additional information should
contact Public Safety at (609) 896-5029.

A key figure

We must have a professional on our hands. On
Sept. 16 at 5:35 p.m., Public Safety was called to the
commuter lot where a student said that someone had
keyed her car. She had left her car in the morning and
came back that evening to find a scratch. The mark
was on the driver’s side door, about two feet long.
The situation is still being investigated. Anyone with
additional information should contact Public Safety at
(609) 896 -5029.

No free parking

Did she have to be so lazy? On Sept. 15 at 9:50 a.m.,
Public Safety received a call to assist a student in the
Gill Chapel lot who had locked her keys in her car. The
student informed the dispatcher that she was running
late for class and she normally transports her friend
around campus, so she had her friend’s handicap
placard inside her vehicle. Public Safety responded,
unlocking the vehicle, but issued the driver a ticket
for personal misrepresentation and unauthorized use
of property. The situation has been referred to the
Office of Community Standards. Public Safety would
like to remind all students that if you use a handicap
placard, make sure it is issued to you and be aware of
the expiration date.

Flagged for taunting

She must have been having a bad day. Public Safety
was called to meet with a female student who asked
to file a report against another female student. The
victim said she was walking down a hallway when the
other female, approaching from the opposite direction, used profanity and laughed at her. The matter is
still being investigated. In the meantime, both parties
have been issued administrative directives.

Resilience: The key ingredient to exec’s success

C

By Gianluca D’Elia
HOOSING to get back up in the face
of adversity may seem impossible,
but Johnson & Johnson executive Denice Torres says her story
proves otherwise. Torres shared her
advice for being successful in her presentation, “Strategies for Success,” in North
Hall on Sept. 10.
Torres, co-lead of the Johnson
& Johnson Family of Consumer
Companies, North America, and
the president of McNeil Consumer
Healthcare, has risen to prominence in
the healthcare industry despite several career “turnarounds,” personal
struggles and the pressure that comes
with being both female and openly gay
while trying to establish herself as a
business leader.
“Don’t expect to fall,” Torres said.
“Expect that you will get back up.
When people ask me what sets me
apart, I tell them it’s my ability to get
back up.”
In 2013, Torres won the Healthcare
Businesswomen Association’s Woman
of the Year award. In her acceptance
speech, she told the audience, “I want
you to be badass.”
Through personal stories, Torres

‘‘

When people ask me what sets me apart, I tell
them it’s my ability to get back up.”

Denice Torres, Johnson & Johnson executive

explained how that could be attained:
getting back up, being honest with
yourself, choosing the best way to react
to situations and taking control.
While working for a law firm, Torres
realized law was not her passion.
Eventually, she began working for an
advertising agency and fell in love with
it. Her passion led her to pursue a master’s in business administration.
“It gave me confidence,” Torres said.
“If something makes you miserable,
you have to get out. There’s not enough
money in the world to have something
absolutely drain your spirit.”
Getting out is not to be confused
with failure — careers will have their
ups and downs, but the key to getting
through is taking control, said Torres.
“Change is not pretty at all,” Torres
said. “You can make a career transition and think, ‘It won’t happen,
I’ll get stuck’ — if you tell yourself

that, you will. But you can also say,
‘This sucks, but I’ll get through it.’ If
you don’t do that, you’ll become a selffulfilling prophecy.”
Getting through challenges
also requires authenticity and
self-awareness.
“I grew up in a Christian family and
went to Catholic school, and I didn’t
know anyone who was gay,” Torres
admitted. “One reason I was so miserable was because I couldn’t be myself
with anyone.”
Coming out to her family, friends
and coworkers was a journey from selfacceptance to eventual self-celebration.
The most important factor in overcoming personal struggles to become
successful is one’s approach. Torres’
daughter, Sierra, has cerebral palsy.
When Torres first knew her daughter
would have this obstacle to overcome,
she found herself at a crossroads.

“How do I approach this?” she
asked herself. “I could either think
‘Why me? This sucks,’ or I could think,
‘Wow, I am so blessed because I get
to be this girl’s mom and take care of
her.’”
Many in the audience found the
speech helpful.
“Denice answered a question I had
on leadership by saying that when
leading different types of people, you
have to alter your approach to them
to achieve results,” said accounting
graduate student Frank Kellogg. “She
was very charismatic as well — she was
thoughtful enough to give me a hug
after the event.”
Torres stressed to the group in front
of her that it’s OK to be a “turnaround” person.
“It’s OK to change your mind and
take risks,” she said. “Going through
change often feels lonely. It requires
you to walk through a dark tunnel and
tell yourself, ‘I will put one foot in front
of me, and I will do this.’ Sometimes
it feels like a journey, and other times
it feels like a circus, but that is what it
takes to be a badass.”
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Reality show star sparks leadership

B

By Julia Corrigan

a “drive-thru” and
“cleaning your own mirror” are
two of the “six necessary duties of
an epic leader,” according to the
entrepreneur, coach, author and reality
TV show star who spoke at Rider on
Sept. 19.
Dan Gheesling, winner on the reality
show Big Brother and four-time author,
promised the group of students in the
audience that by the time they left the
presentation, they would all be better
leaders.
He explained that an epic leader is
a person who is a good listener, who
cares about others and who makes time
to be available to those in need. This
type of person is open to criticism,
purposely avoids gossip and puts others
first. Students who follow these steps to
become a notable leader, he feels, can
make the campus a more welcoming
place.
“Duty number one [of being an
epic leader] is listening like you’re on
your first date,” said Gheesling. “You
go to a date, sit down, have dinner and
by the time the dinner is over, you can
tell me everything about that person.
Why? Because you want a second date.
So why don’t we listen like that in our
everyday life?”
Gheesling said that asking 10
consecutive open-ended questions to
another person without any thought
about oneself is a great way to make a
connection. By putting this into action,
two people who normally do not talk
can create a bond and become skilled

Emily Kelley/The Rider News

EING like

Dan Gheesling, winner of Big Brother, spoke to students on Sept. 19 about the duties of epic leaders.
leaders.
The second duty for students to follow is to “actually give a crap,” according to Gheesling.
“We have all been in a situation
before where we could tell our leader
didn’t really care about us,” he said.
“If you’re working extra for someone
and all of the sudden they leave, that
automatically should tell you something
about how they feel about you. They
really don’t give a crap about you.”
He suggested that getting to know
someone and following up with that
person is a great way for people to
show they care. If students take notes
on new people they meet on campus, it
will help them remember little details
and separate the average leaders from
great leaders, he said.
Gheesling compared being a leader

to Taco Bell by suggesting that everyone should be like a drive-thru.
“Being like a drive-thru means two
things: Always be available 24 hours a
day and always be open to criticism,”
he explained. “As a leader, you don’t
really have the luxury to say when you
want to be a leader. You have to be
available all the time.”
Freshman finance major Paul
Schappell found Gheesling’s presentation to be “down-to-earth” and
“honest.”
“He didn’t fluff up his speech,”
Schappell said. “He said things he actually believed in.”
Gheesling told the audience that
they should literally “always be last.”
He explained that, in class, there is
typically one person who sits alone in
the back. Whether such students are

new, shy or lacking friends on campus,
they are by themselves.
“What if one day, you get outside
your comfort zone and introduce yourself to them,” he said. “It may change
the course of their collegiate career.”
This portion of the presentation
stood out to freshman undecided major
Kristin Urena.
“There have been times where I
was that person,” she said. “Now, I just
want to be that friend to someone else.”
The last task Gheesling suggested
students accomplish was to “clean their
own mirror.”
“Cleaning your own mirror means
not being above menial tasks,” he said.
“When there’s something to do, even
though it’s not your job, just do it.
People will work harder for you in the
long run.”
Gheesling concluded his speech by
encouraging students to write down a
goal and put the note in a location they
will see every day. Ultimately, seeing the
goal will inspire students to take action
on that dream.
“Whatever that one goal is, that is
what is going to push you through those
tough days,” he said. “I wanted to go
on this crazy reality TV Show called
Big Brother. My friends told me no, my
family told me I was crazy and there
was no support, but I looked at [the
goal] every single day. A notecard [with
the goal] was right in front of my alarm
clock with a couple other things, and
they are done now.”

New law means campus Pope’s upcoming visit:
gets overdose medication should students care?

W

By Stephen Appelblatt

ITH 781 deaths in New Jersey
in 2014, heroin-related overdoses have become a more
common cause of death than
car accidents in the state, according
to Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). With the increase
from four drug-related incidents at
Rider in 2012 to 23 in 2013, many colleges, including Rider, stock naloxone,
also known by the brand name Narcan,
a medication used to treat drug
overdoses, in support of the campus
community.
“The naloxone kit is another tool
for Rider’s public safety officers to
carry as we continue to incorporate
best practices,” said Vickie Weaver,
head of Public Safety. “While we recognize that most of our drug incidents
deal with marijuana, our proactive
approach prepares us for responding
to drug-related medical emergencies that may go beyond the use of
marijuana.”
As a result of the sky-rocketing
rate of overdose deaths, efforts have
been made to raise awareness and
save lives by organizations such as
The Overdose Prevention Agency
Corporation (TOPAC). TOPAC had
successfully pushed a law to address
the epidemic in New Jersey and seeks
to promote the resources available as a
result of the 2013 bill, The Overdose
Prevention Act (OPA).
“At the time, there was no Good
Samaritan law to protect someone

from being arrested if they were under
the influence,” said TOPAC CEO and
president Paul Ressler.
The medication Narcan is essential
in many heroin and opioid drug overdoses because it reverses the effects the
drugs take on the body. The medication can be found in emergency overdose response kits and in many cases it
saves lives.
Nationally, there is also a push to
make naloxone more accessible to law
enforcement officers and families of
addicts. Although it is not available to
police departments in every state, the
medication can be prescribed by any
medical professional.
While the national heroin overdose
death rate is not nearly as high as
the rate in New Jersey, a CDC study
shows that the number of people
dying from an overdose in the United
States has nearly tripled since 2002.
The same research shows that the
number of people using the drug has
more than doubled among people
ages 18-25 over the same time period.
With heroin usage becoming a
larger problem amongst young people,
there has been a focus on addressing
the problem on college campuses. One
such program, The Jed and Clinton
Health Matters Campus Program,
seeks to address substance abuse and
mental health on college campuses.
The program’s nine-part framework is followed by nearly 100 schools
across the country, according to its
website.

Cont’d from P. 1

Independence Hall, where audiences
will gather on the “most historical
square mile in the United States,”
said Christina Cassidy, tourism
communications coordinator at the
Philadelphia Convention & Visitors’
Bureau.
“It is a huge event,” said
Philadelphia Inquirer staff writer Julia
Terruso, who has been covering the
pope’s visit since the spring. “The city
is going to see unprecedented street
closures and security perimeters to
accommodate and support crowds
unseen in decades.”
Alioto says there are other reasons
the college generation should care.
“He’s accepting,” she said, “and
young kids have a lot of problems.
Maybe they feel they don’t always do
what they should. They’ll see that this
is a man who will forgive them, no
matter what religion they are.”
The pope has been known to grant
penance for all sinners, even those
who cause controversy. He, unlike
many other religious leaders, has dealt
with such issues as divorce, immigration, climate change and poverty.
“When you make that circle from
the climate affecting the poverty level
in the world,” Alioto said, “You see
that he’s combined the environment
and taking care of the poor like St.
Francis did.”
On Sept. 24, the pope will speak
with Congress about such issues.
Many of his hope the American

government unites and moves forward
on the people’s issues.
Alioto also expects the pontiff to
address the current crisis of Syrian
migrants seeking shelter.
“I’m sure in the United States, he
will be talking about every country
that we have conflicts with,” she said.
“or countries that are poorer than
we are, so we can help get out of
their conflicts, their civil wars. I think
his message will be one of getting
together as one and trying to help
each other get out of the horrors of
war”
Not everyone is so enthused about
the pope’s visit.
“The pope has always been important in world affairs,” said philosophy
Professor Richard Burgh. “He’ll give
the U.S. a moral lecture, but it’s not
his place to do that.”
Philadelphia may be the ideal city
to welcome the pope, with its rich
historical culture and influence on the
rest of the country. On Sunday, the
pope will celebrate the papal Mass on
Eakins Oval, in front of the Rocky
steps.
“There are very few countries in
the world that he could go to where
people actually could make a difference,” Alioto said. “The United States
can. [The pope] has a message to
deliver: stop talking, and take action.
Lean over and help someone. That’s
the big message. We need to change.”

Sept. 23, 2015
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A fishy situation: Sizing up the population in Centennial Lake

W

By Emily Klingman

lurk in the dark, murky waters
of Centennial Lake? Last fall, one professor
and her science class decided to find out once
and for all.
“Lots of people have been observing that the
fish numbers had been seeming to drop,” said Dr.
Kathleen Browne, professor of geological, environmental and marine sciences. “And since 2000 or so,
we’ve been monitoring the lake for a variety of reasons, like water chemistry and the shoreline restoration in 2002.”
It was during one of Browne’s introductory science
courses that she came up with the idea of conducting
a fish count.
“I started teaching in a course last fall, called
discovery science, where we focused on the future of
marine fisheries and fisheries in general,” said Browne.
“It occurred to me that this would be a place where
we could consider a hypothetical fishery. So it served
two purposes: one was to have the students have a cool
project to do and two was to have a local project connected to the global topic.”
Browne and her students found low numbers of
total fish and a lack of diversity within the lake. There
were only about five species, and some key links in this
specific ecosystem’s chain were missing. Most importantly, the fish at the bottom of the food chain were
missing.
Since it is a man-made lake, the fish were probably
restocked before. According to Browne, no one knows
when it was restocked or with what fish. The primary
fish found during the count were large mouth bass,
blue gills, pumpkin seed, American eel, and catfish.
“What’s missing in that list are little fish – fish
that the bigger predator fish eat,” said Browne. “So it
appears that the food of the game fish, like the large
mouth bass, is probably pretty low. It’s probable that
they are in there, but their numbers are pretty low, if
they’re even there.”
After getting advice from the freshwater fisheries division of the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), the next step was
to receive a permit to stock the lake. Both the large

Neil Davis/ The Rider News

HAT creatures

their length is increasing,” said Browne. “Over time,
we might get a sense of the degree to which the fish
that are in there are surviving.”
The class is working with senior environmental
science major Geoffrey Scognamiglio, who took on
the project for an independent study. Scognamiglio
explained that so far “we have observed a good
number of ‘young of the year’ or baby fish.” This
find means that, although it is early in the project’s
timeline, the “amount of baby fish we’ve seen in such
a short timeframe looks promising for the overall
population.”
On the chance the permits do not come through,
Browne and her class are working on a backup plan
to record the fish underwater with a GoPro camera,
though the details are still unclear.
“They can swim by a scale of some sort and we can
visually measure them,” said Browne. “The trick in
that is we won’t know which fish it is.”
Scognamiglio added that the use of GoPros allows
observation of the fish while not disturbing their natural behavior. He said they also recently had the idea to
Dr. Kathleen Browne encourages students to refrain from fishing in use a small boat to reach the more difficult spots.
That way, Scognamiglio said, “we will be able to
Centennial Lake due to the levels of the decreasing fish population
fish and record video in more remote places, leaving
mouth bass and the blue gills were restocked, and the
no area unsampled and no stone unturned. Obviously
missing forage fish – in this case, golden shiners, went
fish don’t act natural when they are out of the water,
in as well.
so the underwater cameras will be strategically placed
Browne and her students found that the blue gills
to watch them as they swim or feed undisturbed by
were few in number and small in size. The DEP was
human activity.”
able to age a couple of them from the survey, and
What both Browne and Scognamiglio want studiscovered that their size was not appropriate for their
dents to know is that the lake’s fish population needs
age.
to be protected.
“We suspect they may have resorted to eating the
“This was not done in the hopes that we could fish
babies, or the young of the year, of the blue gills to
someday,” said Browne. “We just figured if we have
stay alive,” said Browne. “So that kept those numbers
more fish in the lake it might balance out other issues,
down and stunted them.”
like how we have a lot of algae in the lake.”
The goal of Browne’s discovery science class this
“The more we know about the lake, the better we
semester is to tag the fish. Once Rider receives the
can do to avoid upsetting that careful balance and
necessary permits, students will catch some of the
keeping the ecosystem in check,” said Scognamiglio.
bigger fish, tag them with a numbered plastic piece,
“I have always had a passion for the sciences and for
measure them and then release them.
fishing. It would mean the world to me to be able to
“Periodically we will fish more and when we releave something behind at Rider that will last for years
catch those same fish, we will measure them and see if
to come after I graduate.”

Sept. 23, 2015
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GREEN CORNER

The strength of social media for sustainability

I

T’S no

secret that college-aged students are addicted
to their social media accounts. The time dedicated
toward sharing selfies with Snapchat friends, tweeting daily mishaps and posting meals on Instagram
can add up quickly. But social media don’t have to
solely exist as a distraction from obligations. Every
day, thousands of people use these sites to connect
their communities with those across the globe, using
their voices to make positive changes.
Social media have been incredibly useful for activists seeking to gain support in their efforts. Modern
environmental organizations, such as 350.org and
Energy Action Coalition, promote their initiatives
largely through the use of hashtags and reposting
the actions of others. This helps to get key terms and
issues trending and into the public eye, gaining more
attention towards sustainability, just as with any
other social media-based campaign. In fact, #sustainability was used in over 52,000 tweets in the past
month, according to Topsy. During this time, the tag
was used between 500 and 3,000 times daily, and it is
only one of many related to environmental issues.

Recently President Barack Obama joined in this
practice, taking to Twitter for advocacy of environmental action. Just this month, the president made
news when he spent three days in Alaska, posting
live videos, pictures and reflections about climate
change and restoring the native name to the peak
formerly named Mount McKinley. Popular platforms
allowed him to share the stories of those on the
frontlines who are feeling the devastating effects of
rising atmospheric temperatures. He posted a photo
on Instagram during day two of the trip, displaying
the signposts at Exit Glacier which mark ice melt
recession. The widespread viewership of this photo
helped to shed light on the gravity of the issue for
many who would never see this image in person.
Students can similarly act online, putting their
accounts to good use. On campus, an alternative
social media platform is also on the rise, called
InnerView. Previously known as myActions, this site
was first introduced to the Rider community during
the Recyclemania contest last spring, which earned
our school a Silver Level Student Action Award.

LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Professor: new book program
could hurt students’ education

T

HERE is no doubt that the high cost of required course textbooks is an issue for
Rider students as well as for just about everybody attending a college or university in the U.S. However, making textbooks available via an optional on-reserve
system in the library, a program recently instituted by the administration here
at Rider (and to my knowledge without any faculty input), despite its good intentions,
doesn’t seem like a particularly well thought-out solution to this problem.
For one thing, it seems to send a message to our students that perhaps they are
not really expected to acquire a copy of that text or book their professor has determined is required for the course. I wonder if there is any evidence that students who
choose not to acquire a text (and I doubt that this decision is always an economic
one) actually make use of the copy on reserve in the library, a copy that in any case
can only be accessed for a short period (assuming no one has beaten them to it),
cannot be marked up and made their own, or used to access supplementary material that publishers often make available online to purchasers of textbooks. Without
their own copy, they won’t be in a position to follow along in class when the instructor refers directly to material in the text, or have a reliable aid for exam preparation
and review.
Acquiring required texts for courses seems to me to be a reasonable and essential

Rider Rumble
CONT’D FROM P. 8

the freshmen.”
When the tug of war was over, we headed over to
the Poyda volleyball court for more games.
The event seemed to be packed with players but
towards the start of the volleyball game more students
began to come out to participate with their selected
teams.
Cone stated that he wished “more students would
have come.”
The setup and organization of the Rider Rumble
established the order of events and made sure everything went as close to plan as possible.
When asked about what could have been executed
better, Mayorga stated, “[The] timing of the events
and more organization.”
The orchestrators planned as well as they could
and the event still had a lasting effect throughout the
games, bringing fun and friendly competition.
The competition had numerous contests for all
interests, even a baking portion.
The fact that Rider attempted to include everyone in the event as well as everyone’s interests was a
great way to show Rider’s diversity and support for its
students. When everyone can feel the connection and
effort being put forth, it makes the event a success in
its own right.
If Rider were to continue the efforts of the rumble,
you can expect to find both Cone and Mayorga on the
field.
“That’s what we are, we’re one unit,” Cone said.
“We’re Ziegler, we’re Switlik, we’re Conover, Poyda.

It encourages using posts more positively, promoting sustainability and community service-related
actions in which students partake. The Eco Reps
also keep the green posts rolling by managing the
@broncsgogreen accounts on Twitter, Instagram and
Tumblr. We also share daily articles and posts about
environmental issues on the Facebook pages, Rider
Lawrenceville and Westminster Eco Reps.
Just like President Obama and environmental
movement organizers, using this or other sites helps
to contribute towards the conversations about these
issues. Any person, anywhere, with access to the
Internet can use his or her account to learn and
become more involved. The more we talk about climate change and sustainability, online or elsewhere,
the higher priority these topics become among
media and political networks. Meanwhile, be sure to
follow our accounts and check out InnerView to start
using your social media for good.
–Lexi Reynolds
Lawrenceville Eco Rep

expectation of academic life, part of what it is to be a college student. We should be
encouraging students to acquire required books and texts, not encourage their belief
that somehow you can get through a course without them.
Apart from these pedagogical issues, I foresee any number of bureaucratic obstacles. If I give up to the library the complimentary copy the publisher may send me
for adopting the book, then what do I use to prepare for class? In my department,
many faculty may teach the introduction to sociology course, but each is free to
select his or her own required texts; if faculty don’t give up copies for the on-reserve
program, then the library may well find itself buying lots of texts that may be used
only once or twice as faculty change texts, or as adjuncts are not rehired. Also, I’m
not sure our new bookstore operator, not to mention the academic publishers, will
be that enthusiastic about a program that undercuts its economic expectations.
During my time at Rider, although we are all sensitive to the issue of textbook
costs, I don’t recall any forum where this has been discussed. Alternatives to a
textbook reserve system might include asking faculty to seriously look for lower-cost
materials, or establishing some kind of per-course maximum expenditure, taking
into account the nature of the course and the state of textbook competition in that
area. I have made an effort this semester to select what I think is a pretty reasonably priced textbook for my courses. Putting that on some kind of reserve system in
the library, especially given the number of students that I have this semester, is not
going to help my students to excel, nor particularly assist me in teaching the course.

We’re just one and you have to believe that and come
and do that, be that one. Be one and get to know
everyone in your dorm, you might meet some future
soulmates, best friends, you never know, so come.”

–Professor James Dickinson
Sociology Department
With that being said, support your school and come
out to future Rider events.
–TyQashia Hall
Freshman journalism major
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By Carlos Toro
S in

many family reunions, a
daughter was triumphant and her
mother disappointed when the
Broncs moved to 6-2.
The Broncs’ first of four games was
against Hofstra on Sept. 11, featuring a
rivalry between Rider head coach Lori
Hussong and Hofstra junior midfielder
Colby Hussong, her daughter. The
elder Hussong shared her thoughts on
being dealt a loss at the hands of her
own child.
“It’s always been a fun day for us,”
Hussong said. “To tell you the truth, I
didn’t get a chance to critique her play
while she did it during the game. I just
know that her team is exceptionally
skilled and has a great passing game.
It was a good day for us. We still hate
losing but overall it was a fun day for
our family.”
As for the game itself, Hofstra (5-1)
dominated most of the game, outshooting the Broncs 25-9 and holding
a 10-6 penalty corner advantage. After
neither team scored a goal in the first
half, Hofstra got on board first after
Hofstra senior midfielder Charlotte
Loehr grabbed a rebound off a shot
from sophomore defenseman Simca
Schoen and Loehr scored from the left
side at 47:36.
Hofstra scored again a little more
than a minute later when The Pride’s
junior defenseman Stella Schoen
beat Rider’s senior goalkeeper Joelle
Prettyman to the goal, doubling the
Hofstra lead to 2-0.
Rider (6-2) did score when senior
midfielder Rachel Ippolite got the goal
off of an assist from junior midfielder
Carlota Alsina, but it was a little too
late as the goal was in the final minute
and Rider lost its first game of the
season.
Thankfully for the Broncs, the
daunting road trip would end there,

and they were able to get back on track
at home against La Salle, winning 3-2
on Sept. 13.
Rider began the game with three
goals, the first from junior forward
Kalyn O’Brien 11:27 into the game.
Junior forward Carlie Spaeder, who
had a team-high six shots, scored about
seven minutes later. The third goal
came in the second half when sophomore forward Alison Baligian scored a
little over eight minutes into the second
half.
La Salle (2-5) made a push towards
the end, scoring goals in the 51st minute and in the final minute of the game,
but it was not enough as Rider got the
victory in its first home game since the
season opener against Lehigh.
Despite the 2-0 lead at halftime, the
team knew that it could not rest easy,
especially against a tough Atlantic 10
program like La Salle. Hussong made
it a strong point to her players that
they needed to keep competing hard,
according to O’Brien.
“We had a really strong first half
and coach came up and told us about
last year’s game where we were winning
and they came back to beat us in overtime,” O’Brien said. “We didn’t have
the best second half. They did come
back late in the game, but we were able
to still pull away with the win.”
On Sept. 18, Rider played Towson
(1-7) in the second of two straight
home games. The Broncs got off to
a slow start, trailing 2-1 after Towson
scored two goals about 20 minutes into
the game. Despite trailing by halftime,
Rider responded quickly when Ippolite
scored less than two minutes into the
second half, thanks to an assist from
Alsina, the first of three straight assists
for Rider.
The tie was broken up by redshirt
sophomore back Melissa Cunningham
when she scored the game’s last two

Brian D. Solomon/Rider University

Same offense, different result: Broncs split week

Junior forward Carlie Spaeder scores one goal and takes six shots in a 3-2 win against La Salle.
goals to give the Broncs the 4-2 victory.
The team’s phenomenal 6-1 start at
that point was credited to the team’s
young players having great chemistry
with the team’s veteran players, according to Hussong.
“I knew that going into the preseason, we were going to be very young
and didn’t know how we were going
to get off to a start as good as we have
right now,” Hussong said. “We have a
lot of young kids that mesh well with
our returning players.”
Rider then traveled to St. Francis
(4-3) and started trailing almost immediately as the Red Flash scored just 37
seconds into the game. This would be
the first time this season the Broncs
would be shut-out, as St. Francis dominated their end of the turf and kept the
ball out of the net.

St.Francis’ two other goals came
from Carly Gromel and Brianna Govia
in the 29th and 54th minute respectively to give the Red Flash the 3-0
victory.
The Broncs continue their nonconference road trip against Colgate
on Sept. 27. It will be the second of
five straight road games that will run
through mid-October before Rider
begins conference play against Fairfield.
O’Brien has said that the start was
important and that they need to keep
the ball rolling.
“We knew that there were a lot of
freshmen coming in this year, but every
player has worked real hard to make an
impact and make the team better,” she
said.

CROSS COUNTRY

T

By Shanna O’Mara and Brandon Scalea
HIS was

the last Rider Invitational for fifth-year
senior and returning All-American Emily Ritter,
who finished the 6,000m race in 22:08.5, placing
first of 141 runners at Rosedale Park on Sept. 19.
For Head Coach Bob Hamer, the race was exciting
and bittersweet.
“Emily is the best cross country runner that we
have ever had at Rider,” he said. “She is very talented
but has also worked hard and trained diligently this
whole summer. I thought she ran a great race and
proved that she is still in top form and ready to compete for another season.”
Ritter, who is able to compete this season after an
injury stole her 2013 cross country campaign, has
mixed feelings about her final days on the collegiate
course.
“After coming off a successful track season, I was
honestly a little nervous going into this race,” Ritter
said. “The Rider Invite was my first race of the year,
and I wasn’t really sure what kind of shape I would
be in. However, I did know that there were a lot of
talented athletes in the race, so placing first was very
exciting.”
The 2014-15 Rider female Athlete of the Year has
earned All-East honors in cross country, indoor track
and outdoor track.
Last spring, she brought national attention to Rider
when she competed at the NCAA Championships in
Eugene, Oregon. She ultimately finished ninth in the
nation in the 3,000m steeplechase, earning herself

All-American honors.
This fall is her last chance to showcase her hard
work and talent to her coaches, teammates and, most
importantly, herself.
“Having this final year of eligibility means the
world to me, especially since the team is a group of
very talented ladies,” Ritter said. “In my post-collegiate years I know I’m going to train and race, but as
of right now I’m just happy to have this opportunity.
I’m looking forward to all the races to come.”
Rider placed fourth of 10 teams at the invitational
behind Quinnipiac, Monmouth and Marist. Along
with Ritter, two additional Broncs finished in the top
eight. Senior Nicolette Mateescu ran the course in
22:21.0, finishing in third place, and junior Megan
McGarrity placed eighth in 23:12.6, after struggling
early.
Ritter said she felt excited about her teammates’
high placement.
“I am so happy for both Nicolette and Meg. They
are tremendous athletes and are on a whole new level
this year,” she said. “I have Nicolette as a training
partner this year so it’s exciting to know that I have
her to work with for upcoming races.”
As for Hamer, he is happy with his team’s first
showing of the year, but acknowledged that improvement is needed.
“I thought we were very good up-front through our
first three runners,” he said. “They executed well and
had some really great results. We just need to close the
gap on our fourth and fifth runners to improve our

Brian D. Solomon/Rider University

Senior’s farewell gift: Invitational win

All-American Emily Ritter races towards 1st place at Rosedale.
team score. It is early in the season and we expect to
see that improvement as the year progresses.”
Rosedale Park will host the MAAC Championships
later this season. Currently ranked tenth in the MidAtlantic region, the Rider women are picked to finish
in fifth in the championship meet.
Hamer believes that the foundation left by Ritter
will lead to a very bright future for his program.
“She has raised the bar extremely high for everyone else,” Hamer said. “She has helped set a standard
that has raised the performance of everyone on our
team. She has high goals for this year, and if she can
stay healthy, she can compete with the very best in the
MAAC and beyond.”
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VOLLE YBALL

Broncs spike MAAC rivals, advance to 1st place

T

HE volleyball team worked its way
into first place in the MAAC after
sweeping Iona 3-0 on Sept. 9.
The team, which was led by
junior middle hitter Kaitlyn Griffin and
freshman right side hitter Hailey Riede,
held Iona off for a home-opening win,
25-19, 25-17, 25-19.
In a back-and-forth match, Griffin’s
eight kills, no errors and a .421 attack
percentage greatly contributed to the
team effort, along with Riede’s nine
kills. She and Griffin contributed 22 of
the Broncs’ 49 points.
Sophomore setter Veronica Koval
had 16 assists while senior setter
Brandie Hill added 13 of her own, as
well as two service aces. Sophomore
defensive specialist Emma Aldaya had
22 digs, and junior outside hitter Ryan
Ackermann added 10. The Broncs
had six blocks on behalf of equal
input from senior middle hitter Nicole
Moorman and Riede.
“The teams we faced on day two
were tough teams,” Ackermann said.
“The matches were good and we fought
hard mentally, but I think physically we
felt a little drained.”
On Sept. 11, the Broncs traveled to
Baltimore for the 7th annual Maddie
Bingaman Memorial Invitational.
Rider beat Morgan State 3-2 after
immediately scoring three points before
the opposing team could even get on
the scoreboard. Rider lost a bit of
momentum in the second and fourth
sets but won the deciding fifth.
Ackermann led the offense with 19
kills and a .472 attack percentage. She
also added five digs and two blocks.
Riede and freshman outside hitter
Savannah Logan each compiled 13
kills for their team while adding 4 and
3 blocks, respectively. Hill and Koval
led the assist category with a combined
total of 51.
The following day, the Broncs

Brian D. Solomon/Rider University

By Shanna O’Mara

In a win against conference rival Iona on Sept. 9, freshman right side hitter Hailey Riede goes up for a spike in one of her nine kills in the match.
battled Coppin State followed by
Fordham in the final two matches of
the invitational. Starting strong and
defeating Coppin State in the opening set, Rider couldn’t hold up against
the Eagles. Although the opposing
teams took both games, Head Coach
Christopher Feliciano sees great potential in the skillsets and strategies of his
team.
“Our team is extremely young as we
only have four juniors and seniors,” he
said. “We’ve had to battle some injuries
this year, and the staff and I are both
impressed and proud of the players that
have had to step in.”
The team traveled to Saint Peter’s
University on Sept. 16 to dominate the
Peacocks 28-26, 25-21, 25-22. In the
opening frame, Rider trailed 24-21 but
came back to grab the victory. The 3-0
match victory would not have been possible without Riede and Ackermann’s
12 kills each.
“We planned to play with maximum
effort and work as hard as we could,”

Ackermann said.
Koval also greatly contributed to
the Broncs’ effort with 23 assists and six
digs. Aldaya, now the conference leader
in digs per set, led Rider with 14 digs
in the match. She and Hill each had
two service aces as well, which helped
destroy St. Peter’s confidence in the
third set. This allowed Rider to score
eight straight points, sweeping Saint
Peter’s.
From Jersey City, the team traveled to Easton, Pennsylvania, for the
Lafayette Tournament, facing NJIT,
St. Francis Brooklyn and Lafayette on
Sept. 18 and 19. Although the Broncs
lost a close 3-2 match to NJIT Friday
evening, they redeemed themselves by
defeating St. Francis Brooklyn 3-0 the
following day.
“Our minds and our bodies were
working at two different paces it
seemed like at times,” Ackermann said.
“We’ve already made so many improvements since those games.”
On the final day of the tournament,

Riede averaged 2.23 kills per set and
compiled 10 blocks, earning all-tournament honors. Her work, combined with
that of the rest of the team, helped
Rider defeat St. Francis Brooklyn
26-24, 25-19, 25-21.
“We’ve preached patience to our
squad who to their credit are growing
and improving every time we practice
and compete,” Feliciano said.
The Broncs snatched the two opening sets from Lafeyette before losing
the final three. Although the women
lost, they looks forward to a successful
season.
“I believe we are a much better team
already, and it’s only been a little over a
week,” Ackermann said. “We continue
to work hard every day in practice, and
we push ourselves to be better than
we were the day before. I can’t wait to
see how this teams looks by the time
we really start getting into conference
play.”

Carroll: Rider discriminates against women’s teams
Cont’d from Pg. 1

Carroll cites several instances where the university
favored men’s sports. Among her complaints, Carroll
alleges that the male coaches are provided with more
scholarship funding than female coaches to use in the
recruiting process.
She claims that both the women’s softball and
volleyball teams have less access to their locker rooms
in comparison to the men’s baseball, basketball and
wrestling teams.
Carroll also names booster funding as an area
where she says male sports receive a larger portion
than women’s.
The suit further charges that the male
athletic teams have locker rooms closer to
their playing fields, as well as larger coaching
staffs. For example, two assistant coaches for
the men’s baseball team compare with one for
women’s softball.
According to the suit, complaints began on March
30, 2011, when Carroll reached out to the university’s associate vice president of human resources and
affirmative action, Robert Stoto. During this process,
Carroll pointed out the areas in which Rider had
violated Title IX.
Following the accusation and after Carroll felt
the university failed to take satisfactory measures in
improving the treatment of the female sports programs, she made a series of other complaints, before
the university agreed to address the situation.
In August 2013, Rider “hired an outside consultant to investigate Defendant’s athletics department
and determine whether Defendant’s facilities were

‘‘

in compliance with Title IX,” according to the court
documents.
Title IX is a 1972 federal law that forbids discrimination based on sex in any federally funded educational program. One of its major effects has been
increased participation by girls and women in high
school and collegiate sports.
When Carroll felt the university didn’t take the
proper measures to correct the issues discovered by
the investigation, she issued a complaint to Debora
Stasolla, associate vice president for planning.
Four months later, Carroll expressed her displea-

All-American, 2008; Michelle Peel, 2009; and Heather
Bientema, 2014.
Despite her lack of recent success, Carroll believes
that her termination has to do with her gender, which
would be a violation of Title VII. She also says her
complaints were met with retaliation.
“Plaintiff had a reasonable belief that Defendant’s
conduct which she complained of was in violation
of the statutes under which this action is brought,”
Carroll’s lawyers state within the lawsuit. “Plaintiff ’s
sex was a motivating and determinative factor in
Defendant’s decisions not to renew her contract and
advise her of the decision to terminate
her employment.”
As reparation for the damage Carroll
states has been caused by the university,
she wants Rider to admit to all of its vioTricia Carroll’s Court Papers
lations. Carroll is also looking to avoid her
termination — which would potentially
sure in the progress of the situation and “requested
be Aug. 31, 2016 — as well as being awarded back
that Defendant obtain an outside consultant to conand front pay, and “compensatory damages for past
duct a review of the overall athletic department.”
and future pain and suffering, emotional upset, mental
Shortly thereafter, Carroll was informed that Rider
anguish, humiliation, and loss of life’s pleasures,
would not be renewing her contract following the
which Plaintiff has suffered or may suffer as a result of
2015-2016 season.
Defendant’s unlawful conduct.”
Carroll has a career record of 401-631-3, which is
Carroll seeks to receive compensation for other
skewed by the strong start to her Bronc career.
claims under Title IX, Title VII, the New Jersey
Carroll served as both the softball and field hockey
Law Against Discrimination and the Conscientious
coach for six seasons from 1994 to 1999.
Employee Protection Act. She wants the cost of the
She was named the MAAC Coach of the Year in
suit be placed on Rider’s tab.
2003 and coached five palyers in the Rider Athletic
With her team aware of the suit, Carroll will
Hall of Fame — Jen Dahl, inducted in 2005; Colleen
continue to coach the Bronc softball team through the
Fox, 2006; Deanna Dovak, Rider’s first female
coming season.

Plaintiff’s sex was a motivating and determinative factor in Defendant’s decisions not to renew her
contract ...” —

