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walk-up music. page 16

Bright ending
for 6th president

F

By Thomas Albano

ULFILLING the promise — a 12-year commitment and a lifelong initiative of promoting high
standards in higher education — has prompted
a bittersweet moment for President Mordechai
Rozanski, Rider’s sixth president.
The son of Holocaust survivors, Rozanski was
the first in his family to complete grade school, let
alone get into academics. He feels this background
influenced his career path.
“We lost a lot of people on both sides of my family,” Rozanski said. “We left Poland in 1951, lived
in Israel for two years, lived for a year in Paris and
eventually ended up in Montreal, Canada. Without
a doubt, given those experiences, the notion of
being able to get an education was tremendously
important not only for me, but to fulfill the promise
that my parents had for me. I’ve always believed
that education is a transforming experience. Being the
first in my family to get
an elementary education, never mind
getting my Ph.D. and
going on to various
positions in higher
education, I think
would make
my parents

Going out with a bang

150th anniversary year ends in celebration

W
Justin Rodney/The Rider News

By Alexis Schulz

HEN Rider College was commemorating its
18th anniversary in 1883, Andrew J. Rider
spoke of what lay ahead for the institution.
“The future is full of promise,” he said.
Now winding up a celebration of its 150th anniversary,
Rider reflected on the fulfillment of that promise, with
special recognition to its sixth president, Dr. Mordechai
Rozanski, at the Sesquicentennial Gala on April 18 in
the Cavalla Room.
GALA
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very proud.”
One of the accomplishments under Rozanski has
been the construction of five new buildings across
both campuses, along with three new athletic fields
and numerous renovations. On the Lawrenceville
campus, these include Ziegler Hall, the Student
Recreation Center and West Village. Meanwhile,
at Westminster, the Cullen Center has been established, and the Robert Annis Playhouse is undergoing major refurbishment.
“We can never do enough,” said Rozanski.
“We’ve spent $130 million on new facilities on both
campuses, including new residences. We’ve been
trying to do a new residence hall each year — air
conditioning for Olson this past summer. The reality is, some of those older residence halls continue
to need upgrading. That’s going to need to be a
priority. It was not only my priority, but I’m sure
it’s going to be a priority for President [Gregory]
Dell’Omo as well to continue that effort.”
While he feels he has done a lot already to
help bring together both the Lawrenceville and
Westminster campuses, Rozanski feels there is still
more to be done.
“I think, as with all things, there is need for continuous integration of the efforts. We’ve made some
good progress with the creation of the Westminster
College of the Arts on the two campuses. I think the
notion of further efforts
SEE ROZANSKI
that bring the two cultures
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Cooked well-done
Don’t start fires, kids. On April 19
at 7:17 p.m., Public Safety was dispatched to Moore Hall to investigate a fire alarm. Officers entered
the building and found the alarm
was not going off for the whole
building, but just one room. The
room in question had its door
propped open, and Public Safety
was met with a female resident,
who stated a towel had caught
fire. A male student in the kitchen
area was using a towel to remove
a pizza, which was on tin foil,
heating in the oven. He took the
pizza from the oven and placed
it on an island countertop, and
placed the towel on the counter
door. The towel caught on fire,
and the female student, who was
in the common area, alerted the
male student. The male doused
the flaming towel with water and
used a second towel soaked with
water to pat down the cabinet to
make sure there were no more
flames. Public Safety investigated
and assessed the area and concluded there was no further damage. There is no need for further
concern.

Fun for 15
Smokey the Bear would not
approve. On April 18 at 2:14 a.m.,
Public Safety was patrolling P
and U parking lots by the tennis
courts, when they noticed the
presence of Lawrence Township
Police Supplemental Patrol. One
of the Supplemental Patrol officers came across three females,
who were walking toward the
baseball field from the parking
lot but went to the ground as the

officer pulled up. When questioned, the females stated they
were going for a walk on campus
and didn’t want to cause any
problems. While police and Public
Safety were talking to the three,
they heard voices and saw lights
moving around in the tree line
beyond the field. Public Safety
checked the area and found 10
students exiting the wooded area.
When questioned, some said they
were coming from a friend’s apartment and taking a shortcut, while
others said they were dropped
off by friends and headed home.
While searching the woods, Public
Safety and police discovered a
backpack on the ground containing alcohol and a law enforcement courtesy card issued to one
of the 10 students.
Upon further investigation,
Public Safety and police noticed
a reflection of a vehicle’s taillight and license plate. As they
approached, they noticed a
second vehicle, a smoldering fire,
an empty black keg, two green
Rider trash cans, a bottle of lighter
fluid, a lighter and empty beer
boxes, bottles and cans. Back
in the parking lot, Public Safety
and police came across another
backpack that contained alcohol.
All of the alcohol was disposed of.
At 2:51 a.m., Lawrence Township
Fire Department was contacted to
respond to the area to extinguish
the fire. They arrived, extinguished
the fire and left at 4 a.m. The fire
was a particular concern because
of warnings issued for wildfire
danger. The owners of the two
vehicles were identified, and
Public Safety reached out to them
and said they needed to return
to their vehicles. When the two
arrived, they were informed their

vehicles would be seized by LTPD
and they would be under investigation for arson. A tow company
was notified and transported
vehicles to LTPD HQ.
The two vehicle owners are still
under investigation at this time.
The three females were charged
with disorderly conduct. The 10
students found in the woods have
been charged with disorderly
conduct, misappropriation of
property, fire safety violations/
fire hazards and alcohol policy
violations. The two whose vehicles
were confiscated were charged
with disorderly conduct, misappropriation of property, setting
a fire, fire safety violations and
alcohol policy violations. The matter has been referred to the Office
of Community Standards. Public
Safety would like to remind students that creating bonfires is not
permitted anywhere on campus
and that these matters are taken
seriously.

Clean shaven
Must have been the longest beard
in the world. On April 13 at 3:30
p.m., Public Safety was dispatched
to Ziegler Hall to one of the men’s
bathrooms. When officers arrived
five minutes later, they met with
a male staff member, who said he
had already gone into the area
and cleaned up shaving cream
that had been sprayed on the sink
and mirror in the bathroom by
unknown persons. The cost of the
cleanup is unknown at this time. If
anybody has any further information, please contact Public Safety
at 609-896-5029.

SGA votes are in

A

By Adam Rivera and Evan Cornell
FTER weeks of campaigning and a day of voting, the 2015-16 Student Government was
announced on April 20. The next Student
Government Association (SGA) will be headed
by 2015-16 President Ryan Hopely, sophomore public
relations major, and 2015-16 Vice President John
Modica, freshman finance major.
Hopely said he was humbled to be elected as
president.
“This has been a [high] point of my career here
at Rider University. I was incredibly nervous, but I’m
really happy with the results.” Hopely said. “This next
year’s executive board is going to put a lot of work to
continue the success of SGA, and this is the start of it
all.”
Modica said he was honored and excited for the
opportunity to improve the campus.
“Today is incredibly important to me,” Modica
said. “I feel like the people who I get to work with now
will continue to produce success as previous staffs had.
I’m very excited to be a part of that.
“A lot of my goals have to do with changing the
culture at Rider University itself, and most of that
stems from making sure students are proud to be a
part of Rider.” Modica also feels that SGA should create a more student-involvement oriented environment.
Hopely and Modica will be working with many
returning and new representatives in student government. John Mancini, organizational affairs team
leader, began the evening by announcing Rider’s
elected student senators. These senatorial elections
are the first elections held in
SEE SGA
accordance with new bylaws
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Wednesday, April 23

Earth Day Festival

11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Campus Mall
Students can join the Energy and Sustainability Steering Committee and the eco-reps in celebrating Earth
Day. The Rider community can learn to reduce its
impact on the environment and participate in other
activities such as a tic-tac-toe toss, a tin can topple, a
Bill Nye photo booth, wildflower planting and more.
Thursday, April 24

Dessert Wars: Candyland Finale

4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., Daly’s Dining Hall
Rider students can come to the finale of Dessert Wars
to sample and vote for the best dessert. The three dessert options are Reese’s Wrap, Coconut Almond Joy
Butter Crunch Cake, and Sweet Sushi.
Thursday, April 24

Bill Nye - The Science Guy

7 p.m. - 9 p.m., Cavalla Room
Bill Nye will speak to students to encourage a scientifically literate society. He will help attendees understand
and appreciate the science that makes the world function. Students must have a valid ticket for entry. Doors
will open at 6:30 p.m.

Help wanted

The Rider community is wanted to help be a part
of a giant 150 photo on the Campus Mall on April
28 during open period in honor of Rider’s sesquicentennial celebration. Participants, who all must
wear Rider gear, will be used to outline and fill a
one, five and zero on the lawn. The photo will be an
aerial shot looking down on everyone. The shoot is
expected to last a half hour. Any questions can be
directed to university communications. The rain date
for the event is during open period on April 30.

CORRECTIONS
Because of an editing error, a story on April 15 about
sustainability manager Melissa Greenberg made it
sound as if her previous employment included two
different Philadelphia institutions. In fact, Philadelphia
University is the new name of the place she worked,
Philadelphia College of Textiles and Science.

Joined partnership in academics
By Shanna O’Mara

J

UST months

after finalizing
transfer agreements with
Mercer County, Bucks County
and Brookdale community
colleges, Rider looks forward to
enhancing bonds with universities
overseas and international students
interested in continuing their education in the United States.
The university is now collaborating with King’s College
in London. The two schools will
work together to provide students
from many countries the opportunity to improve their English and
to experience American college life
in Lawrenceville.
“By partnering in this endeavor,
King’s increases its ability to
recruit students to a program ideally located between Philadelphia
and New York,” said Mike
Reca, associate vice president of
facilities.
However, this is not a traditional exchange program. The
agreement is independent from
Rider’s academic degree programs, although students who

complete the English training program through King’s may decide
to pursue a degree at Rider just as
any other undergraduate student
would.
In order to be recruited to
enroll in a degree program at
Rider, King’s students must first
fit the university’s standards in
regards to English language skills.
Foreign students apply and are
accepted to the language instruction program operated at Rider
by King’s College. Meanwhile,
Rider’s Auxiliary Services
Department acts as their “campus
liaison” to help them navigate
various elements on campus,
including residence life, dining services and extracurricular activities,
Reca said.
“King’s and Rider are both
well-respected programs in the
international community,” Reca
said.
So it was an easy decision to
make after King’s College initially
approached Rider about such an
agreement.

Several campus departments
collaborated with King’s College
to form this agreement, including
Rider’s Residence Life, Auxiliary
Services, the Office of Information
Technology and Student Finance
Services.
Rider staff is enthusiastic about
welcoming the newcomers from
around the world and is confident
that American students will also
gain a knowledge of a different culture from the exchange
students.
“Rider benefits from an
increased ability to attract prospective international degreeseeking students,” Reca said.
“International students enrich our
campus culture.”
Although no additional transfer agreements are on the horizon, “Enrollment Management,
the International Office and the
Academic Colleges are open to
additional international agreements that benefit our students,”
Reca said.
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Celebrating Rider’s 150th anniversary, the sesquicentennial gala featured dining, dancing and speeches. This photo collage shows the events of April 18 with faculty members, administrators and guests.

Gala

“Mort, thanks to you, Westminster has never been
stronger. So, a couple friends and I would like to thank
you in the only way musicians can — in song,” said
Gast. “Mort, you have built upon a great foundation
and have been a true champion at Westminster. With
you at our side, the Westminster family and I have
never felt alone.”
Rozanski was then awarded a sesquicentennial
medal. He concluded with speaking of his coming
retirement on July 31. He will be 69.
“As I reflect on my impending retirement, I am persuaded that saying goodbye to a career to which I have
devoted long years, and conducted with a passion for its
joys, good works and people, was like the end of a great

Faculty members, distinguished guests and recipients of sesquicentennial medals gathered to commemorate past years and Rozanski’s legacy through dinner
and special entertainment by the Westminster Choir.
The gala highlighted Rider’s 150th celebration
following University Day festivities that included the
burying of a time capsule, fireworks, inflatable games
and Rozanski’s student meet-and-greet.
Jonathan Meer, vice president for university
advancement, explained that a scholarship in
Rozanski’s honor has exceeded its goal.
“The scholarship fund honoring our sixth president
is nearing its goal thanks to our many generous donors
— many of whom are in this room tonight,” he said.
“The total amount of scholarship gifts made just this
year in Mort’s honor, in cash and pledges, now totals
$4,915,000. With only a few more months in our fiscal
year, I am confident we will hit that $5 million mark
and give our students a substantial benefit on behalf
of our president.”
Sesquicentennial medal recipients were also
honored at the gala, with two medals given out at
the event. Rozanski awarded one of the medals to
Michael Kennedy, director of the board of trustees.
“He said to me, ‘How can we make one and one
equal three?’” said Rozanski. “That was a particularly
curious addition, but in the end he did make Rider
greater than its equal parts. Mike, your dedication to
Rider University far exceeds the ordinary, and you
have made Rider a better place. I consider you a close
friend and trusted adviser whose guidance I have
valued since the day I came here.”
Westminster was also a prominent component at
the gala, as nine years ago a committee of trustees was
“wrestling with the difficult task of deciding the future
of Westminster Choir College,” according to Mickey
Gast, ’68, vice chair of the board and co-chair of
Rider’s Sesquicentennial Executive Committee.
The college was in financial distress, and through
close cooperation with Dean Robert Annis, Rozanski
worked out the creation of Westminster College of the
Arts.

Courtesy of Mordechai Rozanski

CONT’D FROM P. 1

love affair,” he said. “While for some it may create a
heartsick void, because of the loss of close relationships
and focused purposes, it has not done so for me. The
reason is that I know that my friendships will continue
uninterrupted.
“I am comforted by the fact that I will continue to
find great satisfaction in knowing that I have done my
best on behalf of a noble endeavor. And I can sincerely
state tonight that this sentiment applies to my 12 years
as Rider University president, because they have been
some of the best years of my academic career. As I said
before, I’d rather be here than anywhere else.”

At the Sesquicentennial Gala, a PowerPoint presentation showcased Rozanski’s life. Left, Rozanski sits in an office as a new college professor. Right, Rozanksi at his wedding marrying Bonnie.
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Encapsulating Rider’s time stamp on history

D

By Marie McVeigh

ESPITE the stormy weather for the University Day
celebrations, a ceremony was held before the
burying of a time capsule that will be opened in
50 years at the bicentennial celebration.
The ceremony on April 17 featured speakers
including Nick Lim, a senior history major and
member of the sesquicentennial committee. Students,
faculty and alumni all worked together to compile the
time capsule, which contained many items collected
from past and present years. Examples include Dr.
Walt Brower’s Rider history publications, a certificate from an American flag that was flown over an
American base in the Middle East, Rider athletics
memorabilia, coursework, and a recent issue of The
Rider News.
“Today we anchor our sesquicentennial celebration
of Rider University by placing our mark on Rider’s
campus,” said Lim. “A mark that will last for the next
50 years.”
Many students, faculty and staff members attended
the ceremony to honor Rider’s history. A committee has been working tirelessly for three years on the
yearlong 150th celebration.
The series of events that has recently taken place is
a culmination of all the work the committee has been
doing. The 150th celebration has created opportunities for students, faculty, staff and alumni to come
together and put a mark on history, organizers said.
The historical perspective of the time capsule was
such an opportunity.
“I am happy to be able to share this time with
everyone,” said Natalie Pollard, director of alumni
relations and a graduate of ’93 and ’98. “This includes
students who are here to celebrate, students of the
future and certainly students of the past.”
Current Rider students were able to play a part
in their school’s history by either coming to the time

Mordechai Rozanski and student Nick Lim fill the time capsule on April 27. Lim is a member of the sesquicentennial committee, which
initiated the time capsule and collected items from recent years.
capsule ceremony or even putting an item in.
Paige Lynne Morgans, a freshman arts administration major, has a friend who is president of Phi Beta
Lambda. He put his final speech in the capsule.
“I did not know what the time capsule was going
to look like, so I came to see it before it went into
the ground,” said Morgans. “The ceremony was very
special.”
In addition to celebrating the time capsule, this
ceremony also honored Anna Robbins, who was presented with a Sesquicentennial Medal of Excellence
for her work at Rider.

Robbins is not only an alumna but also Rider’s
longest-term employee, having worked many different
jobs since her start in 1959. These wide-ranging roles
include clerical assistant, payroll supervisor, manager
of student accounts, and, since 1987, the bursar.
Robbins often said she never worried about her job
title as long as she was working with students.
“I feel honored and privileged to have worked at
Rider so long,” said Robbins. “There are so many
professionals at Rider that contribute so much to this
institution. On behalf on them, I am accepting this
beautiful medal.”

Lebanon gives UN students a ‘unique perspective’

F

By Gianluca D’Elia

OR Rider’s Model United Nations team, the most
rewarding part of taking the challenging handson course, POL 295, was the success experienced
outside the classroom at this year’s National Model
UN Conference (NMUN) in New York City March 29
– April 2.
Model UN took home an Outstanding Delegation
award for the seventh year in a row, ranking among
the top 10 percent of over 250 schools that attended
the conference. The team also received four
Outstanding Position Paper awards.
This year’s team was assigned to represent
Lebanon. In the past, Rider has represented
Venezuela, Nigeria, Peru and Syria.
“Lebanon was important when it came to global
issues, especially because of the Syrian refugee crisis,
which gave us a unique perspective,” said the team’s
head delegate, senior political science major Winnie
Mackintosh. Lebanon and other surrounding nations
have experienced a large influx of Syrian refugees
because of the Syrian Civil War.
In an effort to encourage students to apply for the
team next year, team members shared their experiences at a teach-in on April 16.
Team members also offered insight into the process of joining Model UN. After a rigorous audition
and interview process, students enroll for POL-295:
Model United Nations. Students start doing extensive
research during winter break on their specific committee topics. During the semester, they write and revise
position papers while working on necessary skills for
the conference held later in that spring.
At the NMUN Conference, pairs of delegates
worked on various councils that discussed resolutions to conflicts in areas such as human rights, peace
and security, and social and economic concerns.
Committee members had to adopt their assigned
country’s perspective on the issues. Through this series
of meetings, the team applied their skills and gained
an understanding of how a real UN session is run.
“The class puts an emphasis on research writing, public speaking and informal lobbying,” said

Aasim Johnson, left, and Stanley Clark stand at the UN general assembly for the awards ceremony in New York City.
Mackintosh. “Then, when you get to the conference,
you really get to display all your skills. When you’re
working with your committee, you get to see what a
typical UN session is like in somewhat of a clipped
form.”
After the day’s work was over, Model UN students
took time bonding with teammates and new friends
from other schools. Working with and befriending
students from around the world was another rewarding part of the NMUN experience.
“When you’re in class, you’re thinking, ‘This is so
hard,’” Mackintosh said. “But the best part of Model
UN is learning skills, putting them into work, and
meeting students from all over the world.”
Although some of the skills needed for Model UN
seemed like a challenge, POL-295 provided numerous
opportunities for improvement.

“I consider myself a good writer, but I didn’t think
I had the capacity to speak eloquently,” said senior
global studies major Petra Gaskins. “I couldn’t give a
speech at all, it was pathetic. But the good thing about
Model UN is that you gain a lot of personal development and improve skills that might not have been as
strong before.”
Team members hope that students from all majors
will consider applying for Model UN.
“Something we’ve really been trying to emphasize
is that politics is more than just politics,” Gaskins said.
“No matter what you’re interested in, it will intersect
with politics. Maybe you don’t like the day-to-day
administrative work, but maybe you have some knowledge about other aspects that you can bring. We want
people to know that so they can get more interested in
politics.”
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Students rally to raise awareness for mental health

A

By Julia Corrigan

BOUT 200 students participated in a walk/run on
the Campus Mall to raise awareness and inform
the public about the seriousness of mental illness
and sexual violence against women.
Several community organizations that deal with
mental health treatments were present at Stomp
Out Stigma on April 16. The event, hosted by Rider
University’s Counseling Center, has the goal to diminish the stigma that still exists around mental illness,
according to the creator.
“We’re just hoping to make people feel more
comfortable that a mental illness is the same thing as
a medical illness,” said Dr. Lisa Spatafore, coordinator
of outreach programming and psychologist for Rider’s
counseling center.
The outreach program strives to improve the emotional and social well-being of Rider students through
providing mental health and wellness training for
stress, grief and loss, body image, anxiety, relationship
health and suicide preventions.
Local organizations such as Womanspace, New
Horizons, Carrier Clinic, Robert Wood Johnson
Health and Wellness, and Rider Health Center set
up tables so students could have interactive opportunities to learn more about stress and mental health
management.

“We invited community organizations so people
can really break down the barriers to accessing treatment and show support for friends, peers and family
members who might be suffering from mental illness,”
said Spatafore.
The winner of the run, senior accounting major
Zachary Benevento, was excited to support the cause
and test out his recent motivation to get in shape.
“Being a member of Greek life, I enjoy coming
out and supporting another organization’s cause and
philanthropy,” said Benevento. “I’ve been trying to get
in shape this semester and I thought [the race] was the
ultimate test to see how I could do in a run. I guess it
paid off.”
The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
was also one of the organizations present at Stomp
Out Stigma, offering resources and information to all
the participants. A longtime volunteer for the Mercer
branch of NAMI, Robert Hedden first joined the
organization as a college student after experiencing a
mental health issue himself.
“I got involved when I was in college because I
suffer from a mood disorder and depression,” said
Hedden. “I was missing classes and I didn’t know
what was wrong with me, so I went to a doctor and I
was finally diagnosed. I found this great organization,
NAMI, that advocated awareness about mental illness

and I have been involved ever since.”
Other volunteers at Stomp Out Stigma, such as
Rider senior American studies major Carrie Lettiere,
were eager to help eliminate the shame that still exists
around mental illnesses, in addition to acquiring experience for her future career goals.
“Since I want to work in nonprofit, volunteering
for these events is a great start to my career,” said
Lettiere.
Stomp Out Stigma not only raised awareness for
mental health, but also encouraged students to accept
that having a mental illness is not something to be
ashamed of.
“People who are depressed and anxious in the
spring tend to feel worse about it because they think,
‘Oh, everyone must feel this way in the winter, why
am I still feeling this way?’” said Spatafore.
The counseling center wants the Rider community
to know that it is always open to helping those suffering from abuse, stress or mental illness.
“We really want students to access treatment
and know that the counseling center exists,” said
Spatafore. “I hope this event catches a lot of people
and educates them.”

SGA

CONT’D FROM P. 2

2014-15 student senate.
Following the first announcement of the elected
senators, the 2015-16 finance board, Greek Council,
Residence Hall Association board and Association of
Commuting Student’s board were all introduced. It
proved impossible to keep the audience completely
calm, as cheers, whistles and table thumping erupted
after each announcement.
Once the excitement ebbed, the rising sophomore
class president and rising senior class president were
unveiled. Freshman biology major Johanna Estevez
and junior marketing major Christina Diecidue
will serve as sophomore and senior class president,
respectively.
Perhaps the most anticipated results of the evening were the 2015-16 SGA executive board. First,
sophomore digital media major Jake Troy proudly
joined Mancini at the front of the room as the incoming SGA secretary. He was quickly joined by senior
accounting major Shaun Bartole as SGA treasurer.

Newly elected John Modica, left, and Ryan Hopely join in
celebration after the student government was announced on April
20.

Modica is eager to work with the incoming SGA
executive board.
“I feel like SGA has in the past undermined its
potential,” Modica said. “And what I really want to do
is bring in more students involvement with SGA and
expand more with organizations on campus and especially with Westminster and build a strong relationship
with them.”
Director of campus life Richard Kopp closed the
evening, paying tribute to the outgoing SGA board
and welcoming the new.
As the next SGA president, Hopely is already
focusing on the future. His first task is the upcoming
summer. “I’m going to get the staff and myself prepared for this summer and the upcoming school year
as we will be tackling our first barrier of tasks. But
once again, I’m excited to work with such a promising
and strong staff of SGA.”
For a list of winners, visit www.theridernews.com.

Beauty brigade freshens up campus

T

By Johanna Blume
WO years

ago, they began.
The “beauty brigades”
started in every residence
hall bathroom on Rider’s
campus. Green buckets, adorned
with pictures of cosmetic packaging and various personal hygiene
bottles accompanied by a list of
accepted empty containers, mysteriously appeared in both men’s
and women’s restrooms. The only
other signal for the fate of these
empty bottles was a logo that read
“TerraCycle.”
The founder of TerraCycle,
entrepreneur and environmentalist
Tom Szaky, was a special speaker
for Rider in 2008. He dropped
out of Princeton University and
founded the global company
known as TerraCycle, which upcycles packaging and products that
are typically difficult to recycle.
Not only does the company give
new life to trash, but it is also creative and unique in its expression.
Over 12,000 cosmetic containers
have been collected from Rider’s
campus, which TerraCycle then
upcycled into outdoor furniture.
Melissa Greenberg,

Statue of Liberty made from recycled
plastics at Terracycle in Trenton.
sustainability manager, said
Rider’s involvement in the brigade
aims “to raise awareness about
recycling and that items like
shampoo bottles can carry on a
life when we are done with them.
It shows innovation and sends a
message about seeing items in a

reusable way and not trash for a
landfill.”
The 10 eco-reps, seven on
the Lawrenceville campus and
three on the Westminster campus,
have seen growth in the brigade
throughout the years, with major
contributions coming from the
sororities and the performing art
students who live in Ridge House.
The beauty brigade is an easy
way for students to become more
aware of their actions and how
those actions impact the world,
eco-reps say.
“Students participate in the
TerraCycle beauty brigade
because it’s really easy,” said senior
geoscience major Steve Schwartz.
“The effort is so successful because
they feel like they are directly a
part of a new, innovative method
of upcycling. It’s awesome that
Rider offers so many new ways for
students to be sustainable.”
Since establishing the partnership with TerraCycle, Greenberg
and the eco-reps have no plans
to stop. They hope students will
check out those green buckets in
their bathrooms and join in the
brigade.
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Art gallery showcases seniors’ superior art
RIGHT colors

and non-representational work will
fill Rider’s Art Gallery through April 26, thanks
to two senior art majors, Olivia Immordino and
Louis Esposito.
Immordino described her work as abstract, while
including some pieces involving landscapes and the
human form.
“I do abstract art, so there’s a combination of a few
different things,” said Immordino, “including line and
printing, block-faced paintings—I did three of those
that are just a concept of understanding the entire
rectangle with limited shape and small movements.”
Immordino didn’t set out to incorporate a connecting theme in her works, but acknowledges that one
can be found.
“It’s not important for me to do that because of
what [else] I was doing,” said Immordino. “I was looking at other artists, including Sonia Delaunay, Hans
Hofman, and Wassily Kandinsky, and so I guess the
theme could be me looking at their work and taking
thoughts and ideas from their work and applying them
to my paintings.”
The works in Esposito’s collection began last year,
after he won an award from Rider.
“It kind of starts off with last spring,” said
Esposito. “I had an URSA award, and it was all about
the figure, and right after I finished, I kind of abandoned the figure and went straight to still life.”
Esposito described exactly what kind of
work is in his thesis and the theme found
within it.
“I have a lot of flower paintings that I
did,” said Esposito. “I think some of the
flowers, with the way they’re shaped, and
the way they kind of dance, they’re almost
figural. So even though they’re not figure paintings,
I’m thinking of the figure through still life.”
For Esposito, art was never something he focused
on until he came to Rider.

‘‘

program for her first semester.
“I had realized I was not happy and decided to take
a drawing class, and that was it, then I got into the art
program,” she said.
Professor of Fine Arts Deborah Rosenthal recalled
both Esposito and Immordino at the start of their
paths in Rider’s art program, saying, “Both of them
started off with some evident talent.”
Joining Rider’s art program led Immordino to
Rosenthal, who she says was a huge influence.
“For me, I feel that she’s not just my adviser;
she’s my mentor, and she really pushes me,” said
Immordino. “Part of the great thing about Rider
is that the program is so small. There are only five
graduating art seniors this semester—the program is
very intimate.”
Both Esposito and Immordino, have seen their
artwork affected by their time at Rider.
“I’ve learned that there’s a lot more to art than
people think there is,” said Esposito. “Because of
Rider, I’ve learned to really think about the past, and
artists that have come before.”
Louis Esposito and Olivia Immordino present their senior theses
Looking towards the future, Immordino is not too
sure of what’s ahead. She plans to work in the art field
in the Art Gallery.
and enjoy the life ahead of her.
“I always kind of drew, and I was always interested
“I think that for me, painting and all of the art
in art, but I never really pursued it until I came here
and craft that I do are really something that I do for
as a business major,” he said. “Then after a whole
joy and for pleasure,” said Immordino. “So I plan to
bunch of events, I almost left, but then I took a chance
continue painting and doing gallery shows and that
kind of stuff. I just want to be happy and live life
in a mellow way.”
This fall, Esposito plans on continuing his education at the New York Studio School to work on
Louis Esposito, senior art major an MFA.
“I can’t really say what I want to do after I’m
done,” he said. “My goal is to continue doing
what I’m doing and painting and working seriat becoming an art major.”
ously, but maybe someday, way into the future, I’ll
Immordino also wasn’t always in the art program
become a professor.”
at Rider. She was enrolled in the political science

Courtesy of Olivia Immordino
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By Emily Klingman

I’ve learned there’s a lot more to art than people
think there is.”
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By Rena Carman
OT many

people can change the
world, but many strive to, and
do make a difference. Jennifer
Lopez, a graduate student in
the Applied Psychology Program,
conducted an independent research
project: “Autism Awareness, Perceptions,
Services and Interventions, in the
Dominican Republic,” to uncover
the truth about autism in the small
Caribbean country.
Lopez developed her interest in
developmental disabilities while living
in the Dominican Republic. While
attending college, she discovered a
new field: autism and applied behavior
analysis.
“My interest in autism in particular
grew when I began my graduate studies in the Applied Behavior Analysis
Program here at Rider,” Lopez said.
“I traveled regularly to my home
country [the Dominican Republic],
and after speaking to some families and
friends about what I do, I realized that
not many people knew about autism,
and that autism awareness is not
something common,” Lopez said. “So
I decided to combine two things that
I am passionate about, autism and the
Dominican Republic, and make them
the topic for my research and independent study.”
Lopez visited the Dominican
Republic twice this year, once during
the fall semester and once in the spring.
In the fall, she interviewed professionals in the field of autism to gain
knowledge in the types of services and

interventions that are available to individuals with autism and their families.
The spring trip involved surveying the
community to “learn about the level of
autism awareness” in the Dominican
Republic.
“With the guidance of my faculty
mentor, Dr. Chrystina Dolyniuk, I
was able to prepare my research and
complete the necessary steps and
procedures to embark on this journey,”
Lopez said. “Both studies are a part of
an ongoing investigation, which I plan
on continuing in the near future.”
Lopez reached out to Dolyniuk after
attending a faculty lecture Dolyniuk
gave in April of 2014 about autism
in the Ukraine. Dolyniuk also has an
interest in autism and did her own
traveling and research.
“I have been interested in that topic
for a while now, and was selected to
travel to Ukraine twice on two separate
Fulbright Specialists Grants, to address
the needs of parents and professionals,”
Dolyniuk said. “While there, I conducted culturally sensitive communitybased research.”
Not everyone has a full understanding of what autism is or how to treat
and cope with it.
According to Dolyniuk, “Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a developmental disorder that involves qualitative differences in socio-communicative
functioning and unusual, repetitive or
ritualistic behaviors. Individuals with
ASD may have a range of abilities and
their difficulties are apparent from a
young age.”

Courtesy of Jennifer Lopez

Studying autism abroad

Graduate student Jennifer Lopez holds her baby cousin in the Dominican Republic this past year.
Researching a Dominican Republic
community gave Lopez the chance to
gather information on her own and
experience it firsthand. From this, she
was able to “better understand the
needs of the community in terms of
their knowledge” on autism.
ASD is a global issue that people
are finally beginning to understand.
According to Lopez, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
reported that one in every 68 children
in the United States has been identified
with Autism Spectrum Disorder.
“However, the prevalence of autism
in developing countries such as the
Dominican Republic has not been
reported due to the lack of research
done in this area,” she said.
Her work focuses on the needs
of the people in the Dominican
Republic, which is why the study is
community-based.
“There is a need to raise global
awareness of ASD and to provide
training and support to parents and
professionals,” Dolyniuk said. “But that

training should be specific to the needs
of culture and community.”
Lopez concurred with Dolyniuk.
“One important thing that I took
away from this research is that there
is a need for autism awareness and
resources in the Dominican Republic,”
Lopez said. “I was also able to spread
the word about autism awareness,
which was very rewarding.”
Lopez’s research has been selected
for the American Psychological
Association (APA) 2015 Convention,
and she will be presenting her study
this summer in Toronto.
“Her work is very important,”
Dolyniuk said. “It’s an opportunity
to bring knowledge and awareness of
autism to a country where knowledge,
awareness, and services are limited.”
“I plan on continuing this research
project,” Lopez said. “And I encourage
anyone that is passionate about autism
and in helping others to consider this
area of research and to learn more
about how to spread the word and
awareness globally.”
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By Tara DeLorenzo
UDIENCES will

fall in “Burning
Love” with Rider’s spring musical, All Shook Up, which will be
taking over the Bart Luedeke
Center Theater, “Blue Suede Shoes”
and all, from April 22-26.
Directed by Robin Lewis, All Shook
Up is an upbeat, jukebox musical set
in the mid-1950s, featuring songs by
Elvis Presley. Written by Joe DiPietro
and based on Shakespeare’s comedy of
errors, Twelfth Night, the play is focused
on a guitar-playing workingman named
Chad. The production tells the story
of how Chad’s music changes the small
town in which it is set.
“The show is about the music and
the joy of music,” Lewis said. “I’ve
taken [the show] into a heightened
reality — almost cartoon-like — while
still keeping with the soul, which is the
magic of what music can do to a person. In the ’50s, rock ’n’ roll changed a
generation. What music does to someone and how this music changes the
characters — I think the audience will
come out dancing and singing. How
could you not love Elvis’ music?”
Unlike many other Rider performances, this show features two different casts; one cast will be taking on the
night performances and Sunday’s show,
while a second one will perform during
the Saturday matinee performance.
According to Lewis, this is because the
program wants to “give more opportunities for our students, and it was hard
to choose because we have so many
fantastic students here.”

All Shook Up features a large cast that
Lewis enjoyed working with, especially
as they faced the show’s challenging
material.
“[The cast] is very high-energy,”
Lewis said. “The kids are dancing at a
really high caliber. I think people will
be surprised not only by the singing and
acting in the show, but the dancing too.
The kids have been rising to meet all
the challenges. We’re stretching them
— we’re doing lift, stretching their
vocal singing. The kids have been rising
to it; I haven’t really been challenged.
The kids have been challenged with the
music and the dancing, but for me, as
a director, it’s been a joy to watch our
kids rise to the challenging material and
accomplish it.”
Milika Griffiths, junior, who plays
Lorraine, enjoyed overcoming the
obstacles the show presented for her.
“One of the biggest challenges is just
getting a new sound in my voice,” she
said. “I don’t sing rock ’n’ roll, so this
is a new field for me. But the music is
awesome, so I just make sure to have a
party and enjoy myself.”
Gabrielle Beckford, sophomore, who
plays the role of Sylvia, was ecstatic
about her part in the play and about
the effort each of the actors has put in.
“I am so thrilled to be playing the
part of Sylvia,” Beckford said. “I’ve
wanted to get this role since I found
out that this show was going to be one
of the main stage productions here at
Rider. I’m most excited for the audience to finally see all the hard work that
was put into this show.”

Emily Kelley/The Rider News

Musical shakes up BLC theater

All Shook Up is a musical featuring popular 1950s music including songs by Elvis Presley. It will be
performed in the BLC Theater from April 22-26.
From dancing to singing to acting,
audiences will be amazed with all the
show has to offer.
“All Shook Up is so much comedy,
beautiful, colorful costumes and just
great music,” Griffiths said. “We all
have been working really hard, and it
will just be one big party on stage.”
Lewis is looking forward to the audiences’ reactions, as well as the satisfaction his cast will get from putting on
such a dynamic musical.

“The show is so magical,” Lewis
said. “I just can’t wait for the students
to feel the appreciation for their work
and how the audience will respond. I’m
looking forward to seeing [the show]
every night — I’m not going to miss
one show. The students’ work is just
so phenomenal. I think it’s all-around
a top-notch, professional production
our students are presenting. Everyone’s
going to be ‘all shook up.’”

PRE VIE W

The beast is ready to be unleashed

A

By Darin Earl

splashed posters marked
“The Beast is in Town,
May 1” have popped up
on Rider’s campus and “the
beast” has been unleashed once
more.
On the last day of classes,
the Arts Management
Association is hosting the third
annual ArtBeast Festival. This
year’s vintage carnival theme
will bring a professional circus
troupe and feature jugglers,
stilt-walkers and midway
games. There will be a number of performances and interactive activities throughout the
day, including musical acts,
dance showcases, a station to
tie-dye T-shirts and more.
Todd Dellinger, professor of
arts administration, shared his
22 years of professional producing with his arts events and
festivals management class, a
course for arts administration
students that helps them gain
experience in event planning.
Dellinger describes ArtBeast
as a “multi-arts event festival”
that presents many aspects of
the visual and performing arts.
Along with the circusinspired events, junior theater

Courtesy of Ariana Albarella

MBIGUOUS, color-

Some of the Arts Events and Festivals Management students working on ArtBeast. Back row (L to R): Hannah Morris,
Steve Rotundo, Samantha Weigand, Bethanie Russakow. Front row (L to R): Laura Wilson, Ariana Albarella.
studies major Tyler Daddario
said this year’s festival “creates buzz” with its marketing
technique.
“I’ve always really enjoyed
the ambiance of ArtBeast
and the environment it creates on our college campus,”
Daddario said.

His class hopes to pique the
interest of students who have
never attended the festival
before and to bring back those
who have.
In order to make ArtBeast
come to life, the class enlisted
several groups on campus to
help.

“[Arts Management
Association] helps by providing funding,” Ashley Alvarez,
junior arts administration
major and vice president
of the organization, said.
The Student Entertainment
Council and Student
Government Association also

assisted in funding.
Dellinger speculates that
the audience could possibly
exceed his expectation of
1,000 attendees.
The students intend to keep
track of attendees via wristbands. Food for the festival will
be supplied by Cheeburger
Cheeburger, Pinkberry Frozen
Yogurt and other vendors.
Dellinger is confident the
festival will rise above the caliber of last year’s event.
“I couldn’t ask for a better
group of focused and driven
kids,” Dellinger said of his
students.
“It is one of the best
days on campus because it’s
goofy and fun and creative,”
Daddario said. “We get to
spend time on the last day of
classes together.”
The third annual ArtBeast is on
May 1, kicking off at 2:40 p.m. in
front of the Fine Arts building. The
event is free and open to all. For
more information and a complete
schedule of events, find the festival
on Facebook at: facebook.com/
artbeastru and follow ArtBeastRU
on Twitter.

April 22, 2015

Arts&Entertainment

Rozanski
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together is going to be successful and
very helpful. I’m sure that President
Dell’Omo will do a terrific job in that
regard. I’m pleased to see how much has
been done to date, but we can always do
more.”
Rozanski has also helped push the
movement towards a more sustainable campus. In 2007, he signed the
President’s Climate Commitment, which
has the goal to make the university
carbon neutral by 2050. Examples of
facilities made as a result of the green
movement include the Trigen plant,
which generates heating and cooling for
the academic quad; a field of solar panels
that provide electricity; and LEEDcertification of North Hall, West Village,
and the Cullen Center, meaning they
meet high standards of environmental
sustainability.
“It’s both socially responsible, and
ecologically responsible, and it reflects
the views of our society,” he said. “At
Rider, there were many students who
were committed to a green campus, and
the very notion that we have the Trigen
plant has saved so much of a carbon
footprint. Not only does it save financially, but, more importantly, it minimizes
potential pollutants that would appear in
the air. And, of course, you’ve seen the
field that we have for solar power as well,
which helps to some degree.
“We will continue to do as much as we
can to be as highly efficient, both as an
aspect of social responsibility and also to
pay off financially.”
Not every memory about Rider was
good for Rozanski, however. He had to
guide the university through a time when
it was seen in a negative light following
the death of freshman Gary DeVercelly
in an alcohol-related incident.
“Without a doubt, it was the saddest
moment at Rider for me,” Rozanski said.
“Obviously, for his parents and for his
friends, it was a tragedy. I think the community was touched and truly sorrowful
about that event. We tried to make both
policies and actions in response to that
tragedy, so that what happened would
not occur again, whether that involved
fraternity policies, alcohol policies or how
we took care of each other — the Good
Samaritan Policy. Educating freshmen as
they came in, talking to parents about it,
and also the scholarship that we established in his honor.
“It was a very, very difficult event,
a tragic event, and we’ve tried to learn

from it to make sure that it doesn’t happen again. I’m really so proud of the
community and how they responded to
that and recognized that we have to take
care of each other and protect each other
as a community. We’re a family.”
Now Rozanski is preparing to leave
Rider, and Dell’Omo is set to succeed
him. Rozanski feels that Dell’Omo does
not need any suggestions on how to lead
the Rider community; he’s confident
that his successor will do a fine job on his
own.
“He doesn’t need advice from me.
He’s an experienced, very successful
president, having helped Robert Morris
move into areas of great success in 10
years of presidency. I’ve shared with him
as much information as I can, so that he
will be successful, the transition will be
smooth and I’m doing everything I can to
help him move without too much interruption to continue the effort.
“I will repeat that I think he’s going to
take [Rider] to the next level of excellence,” said Rozanski. “He’s going to do
a fabulous job and he’s going to be terrific with students, with faculty, with staff,
with the alumni. I’m just delighted that
he is succeeding me, and I’m going to be
rooting for him.”
Through the ups and downs of his
presidency, Rozanski has always thought
of Rider as one of the best experiences
of his life. He feels that he’s accomplished a lot of the goals not only that
he wanted to achieve, but also that the
community wanted to achieve. Departing
after the success of Rider’s 150th anniversary celebration, Rozanski says when
the 200th anniversary celebration comes
around, he wants to be remembered for
his passion and dedication to academics.
He also says he will really miss the
students who help to build Rider’s
reputation.
“All universities are founded at least
once. The great ones are constantly going
through renewal and improvement,” he
said. “That’s what is so important for
Rider. We built on the successes of my
predecessors, and President Dell’Omo
will build on what we achieved here as a
community.
“I’ll tell you my greatest pride is the
success of our students. To me it’s always
been about the students. To be able to
attend graduation — I was there when
they came as freshmen, I welcomed them
and I promised them that I would see
them at graduation. I have personally
shaken the hands of more than 13,000
Rider students who have graduated.
That, I think, is the greatest accomplishment that I have great pride in. That’s
my legacy.”

New Westminster Choir College Parking Lot

Marion Buckelew Cullen Center

Maps of the Lawrenceville and
Princeton campuses from 2007 contrast with the buildings constructed
since Rozanski became president.
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Ben Cohen Turf Field

West Village Apartments

Trigen Power Plant
Student Recreation Center
North Academic Building

Alumni Gymnasium

Frank and Bonnie
Moore Hall

Capital Projects

8

New Construction

1) West Village Residential Complex, 2) Hank and Bonnie
Moore Residence Hall, 3) Student Recreation Center and
Atrium, 4) Ben Cohen Turf Field, 5) Sonny Pittaro Field,
6) Herb and Joan Young Field, 7) North Hall, 8) The
Marion Buckelew Cullen Center, 9) Bart Luedeke Center
Theater addition

Campus Renovations
125 classrooms, labs, and other academic spaces, 3
new residences; 14 renovated, 312 beds added, Dining
facilities on both campuses, General Services Building,
West House, Yvonne and “The Spitz” Blackbox Theaters,
Alumni Gym, Van Cleve Alumni House

In Development
Playhouse renovation,
Basketball practice
facility
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S we say goodbye to Rider’s
sixth president, we have heard
many words of praise for
President Mordechai Rozanski. While we at The Rider News have
only been at Rider for a handful of
Rozanski’s 12 years, we have learned
about his legacy through the eyes
of those who have worked with him
from the start. Despite not witnessing
the entirety of his success first-hand,
we feel that we are just as thankful for
Rozanski and all that he has done for
the university and its students.
Students may complain that
Rider’s tuition is astronomical, but
there is another side to that argument. Thanks to Rozanski’s determination, Rider made it through tough
financial times with strength, ensuring that students were provided with
increasingly generous scholarships.
Many on The Rider News staff know
first-hand that without the substantial scholarships we were offered, we
might not be on this campus today.
On behalf of all who benefited
financially, thank you, Dr. Rozanski,
for your hard work in cash-strapped
times.
Arguably the biggest imprint of
Rozanski’s legacy on both campuses
will be the new state-of-the-art buildings and renovations completed
during his tenure. From the cozy
residence halls such as Moore Hall
and new academic spaces such as
North Hall and the Cullen Center to
athletic facilities such as Ben Cohen
Field, the Rider campuses are much
better places, both functionally and
aesthetically.
Many of these new constructions
are not just beneficial to the Rider
community, but also to the environment. Under Rozanski’s administration, Rider has committed to making
every new building on campus
LEED-certified (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design).
These LEED buildings include
North Hall, West Village and the
Cullen Center.
Another eco-friendly addition
to the Lawrenceville campus is the
Trigen plant, which utilizes natural
gas to heat and cool the four academic buildings that surround the
academic quad. Not only do these
eco-friendly additions help reduce
Rider’s carbon footprint, but they
are also saving the university — and
therefore the students — hundreds
of thousands of dollars a year in
utility costs.
Rozanski’s sustainability efforts
went beyond infrastructure. Because
of him, sustainability has become a
core component of our university.

Because of him, Rider was lucky
enough to establish a sustainability
manager position. And because of
him, dozens of eco-reps have discovered their passion for protecting our
planet, and have taken it into their
own hands to educate the rest of the
Rider family on the importance of
sustainability.
Despite the enormity of climatechange issues at hand, such as
terrifying droughts and intensifying
natural disasters, we are the generation who must face them. By making
sustainability a focus at Rider,
Rozanski has played a key role in
preparing us for the future.
Let us not forget that Rozanski
also has helped make Rider a
more diverse university. During his
tenure, international enrollment has
increased 141 percent, with students
coming from all over the world to
study at Rider. Agreements with
international schools such as Sanda
University in Shanghai, China,
Centre d’Etudes Franco Américain
de Management (CEFAM) in Lyon,
France, have helped bring new
cultures and worldviews to our
community.
Ultimately, Rider has thrived over
the last 12 years under Rozanski.
We students wish we could have
gotten to know him better in these
past few years. His biography, we’re
just learning now, is amazing. His
contact with everyday students the
last two years was minimal.
The environment on campus was
tense in recent semesters, with financial difficulties and a strike looming.
However, the Rider family stuck
together — and we made it through
the storm. With just a few weeks left
of the semester, a legendary chapter
of Rider’s history is coming to a
close as Rozanski says farewell. But
this ending is not sad — it is a promising new beginning.

caglecartoons.com

Rider remembers
Rozanski’s legacy
GREEN CORNER

Fight climate change

B

ACK in January, a controversial
issue known as Deflategate
arose in the sports industry
in regards to the deflation
of footballs. The coach of the
team in question explained this as
a result of atmospheric conditions
and temperature changes. Bill Nye,
being “The Science Guy,” decided
to demonstrate the science behind
this speculated phenomenon and
weigh in on the issue by vocalizing
his opinion. But his opinion dealt
very little with the footballs. Instead,
he took this time to vocalize the

The Rider News is looking
for a new Circulation Manager
For more information, contact
Executive Editor Tom Regan at:
regant@rider.edu

➠
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The weekly editorial expresses the
majority opinion of The Rider News.
This week’s editorial was written by the
executive editor, Christopher Brooks and the
managing editor, Sarah Bergen.

real scientific issue we should all be
concerned about.
“Climate change is real. While
we’re all obsessed with Deflategate,
let’s keep in mind that there’s
something about which you should
give a [damn],” Nye said. “Yes, like
Tom Brady, the world is getting
hotter and hotter, and you know
why? Because we humans are
pumping carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere.”
This concept of
SEE BILL NYE
climate
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Social media:
fast news source

HETHER we use Facebook to
tell the world that we finally
aced that exam we’ve been
stressing about, or we detail
a great day with friends on Snapchat,
social media serves as both a way to
connect, as well as a viable source for
breaking news in both our lives and in
the world around us. Social media has
recreated the way we look at reporting,
revolutionizing citizen journalism, which
in many ways has helped provide firsthand accounts of events that eventually
turn into news. Through tweets, statuses,
images and videos, people are taking to
the Internet to tell the world their own
version of the news, and naturally, it
spreads like wildfire.
According to a poll from the Pew
Research Center in 2014, Facebook
leads the way as the top social media
site from which people receive news.
Sixty-four percent of adults polled use
the site, and of those, 30 percent said
that they usually find out news from
Mark Zuckerberg’s brain-child before
consulting other outlets. YouTube
and Twitter were also popular among
adults, with 10 percent and 8 percent,
respectively, admitting to using the sites
to get news.
I believe the two best social media
sites to get news from are Facebook
and Twitter. Now that Facebook comes
with its nifty news ticker on the side of
the home page, you can see the most
popular news topics of the day, as well
as corresponding websites that provide
you with the most up-to-date information on that topic. Twitter has the
trending topics tab, and you can also
find the latest updates on a story by typing a keyword into the search bar and
going to the “top” tweets or “all” tweets
about the topic. This will give you the
most popular tweets based on retweets
and favorites, or display the most recent
tweets as they roll in real-time.
Need an example of the power of
social media as a platform to discover

news? In 2011, a man in Abbottabad,
Pakistan, wrote his reaction to the
sound of helicopters and explosions
outside his window in a series of tweets.
It turns out that he inadvertently
confirmed the news of the raid and
consequent death of the world’s most
wanted terrorist — Osama bin Laden.
Soon after, he said he was asked by
many news outlets to give his reaction and comment on what he heard.
If it weren’t for social media, many
people would not have learned of the
news in real time. Also, for fans of
entertainment, news of singer Whitney
Houston’s death was broken over
Twitter by a few users before traditional
news outlets caught wind of it.
Of course, you can’t always trust
social media. You have to be extremely
careful when reading news on social
media, which means staying away from
parody accounts and not always believing everything you read. Common
sense is important when identifying fabrication in a story. Instead, try to find
reliable news sources and their social
media pages, such as the Associated
Press, The New York Times or USA Today.
They will, more or less, provide you
with reliable information that continues
to update as stories develop.
If you want to find out about a
celebrity, it isn’t too difficult to find
information straight from their pages
or other highly visited gossip feeds like
TMZ.
All in all, social media is becoming the new frontier when it comes to
receiving news. You just have to know
how to find the right information and
choose reliable sources.
–J’na Jefferson
Senior journalism major

FACE-OFF

S

Opinions mislead
in social media

OCIAL media is one of the most
prominent forms of communication in the modern world, but
information and news on your
Facebook wall or feed can be misleading.
As of 2015, 1.3 billion people
worldwide are active on Facebook
alone, and billions more log into
Twitter, Instagram, Vine, Tumblr and
others every day, exposing themselves
to a variety of news from a variety of
sources. Although the quantity of content is vast and quickly generated, it is
important to note that a good chunk of
information you find posted on social
media is not reliable.
Social media’s main draw is that it is
made up almost entirely of user-generated content. In other words, all users
have their own unique experiences
when they log onto a social media platform. All of the family, friends, community members, organizations, sports
teams, musicians and public figures you
follow are constantly contributing and
sharing news content.
Many popular news sites I’ve seen
shared on Facebook, such as Buzzfeed
and The Huffington Post, generate mass
amounts of news content. However,
in the case of Buzzfeed, news found
on the site is highly opinionated and
lacks any true or credible sources in a
vast majority of its content, making the
news it reports irrelevant, outlandish,
and oftentimes outright lies. Although
The Huffington Post reports on a variety
of topics and has won a Pulitzer Prize
for its work, it relies primarily on contributions made by bloggers who do not
have a background in journalism. Factchecking is difficult in these instances
when guest bloggers who have no affiliation or permanent employment with
The Huffington Post are writing the news.
Some news sites are just outright
bogus and focus more on conspiracy
theories than actual news. Pages
like The Free Thought Project and
InfoWars have as many as 300,000

followers, yet their sites are filled with
tall tales of government corruption and
other conspiracies delivered in scathing
articles that criticize police and government tactics without naming credible
sources or publishing vital information
that would give the full picture of the
events that are discussed.
Another large problem in the reporting of news on social media is how
easily one can be swayed by biased
reporting. Two news sources I have
seen reposted and shared on various
social media sites, Independent Journal
Review and Think Progress, are two of the
biggest offenders of media bias I have
seen online.
Independent Journal Review articles
are often found, shared and reposted
by users who follow conservative news
pages on social media, and news and
information reported by the site pushes
a conservative Republican agenda that
heavily criticizes all liberal media and
policies, sometimes in an offensive and
distasteful manner. On the liberal left,
we have Think Progress, which overwhelmingly stresses news relevant to
liberal Democrats while steering clear
of any and all news that paints conservatives in a positive light.
When considering where to obtain
reliable and informative news, there
are plenty of print and online sources
to choose from. The New York Times, The
Washington Post, Reuters and other publications deliver real news written by
professional writers who are skilled and
trustworthy. Although a source of great
quantity, the quality of social media
news is greatly lacking.

–Kevin Pell
Sophomore journalism major

individuals, including many of us here at Rider, with his simple and quirky
hands-on approach. On April 23, Bill Nye will be appearing at Rider University
as this year’s Earth Day keynote speaker. Only ticket holders will be able to gain
entrance to this exciting event.
CONT’D FROM P. 11
On April 22nd, the whole world joins in on celebrating Earth Day’s 45th
anniversary. This past year marks the joining of hands of economic growth
and sustainability, especially following protests like the People’s Climate March,
change has become mainstream over the last few years as scientists assess our
where over 400,000 individuals came together to advocate global action against
future standing on this planet we all call home. But what is climate change?
climate change. The march was in response to an upcoming U.N. Climate
It’s the term used to describe the altering of the weather on a long-term scale
Summit of world leaders and resulted in the world leaders of the U.S. and
because of the greenhouse gas effect.
China displaying a united front on cliThe greenhouse gas effect is a process
mate change and on reducing the greenthat heats up the Earth as gases such as
house gases found to be responsible for it.
carbon dioxide, methane and water vapor
To eliminate the rising of sea levtrap heat in the atmosphere. In simple
els, greater and more frequent natural
terms, heat energy from the sun travels
Kathy Blachut, Lawrenceville eco-rep
disasters, the loss of habitat and threats
to the Earth’s surface, is reradiated into
to human health among many other
the atmosphere which contains these
greenhouse gases, gets trapped by these gases, and
problems, choose to become part of this
that finally is reradiated back to Earth’s surface and causes additional warming.
environmental movement. Choose to become literate in the science of climate
Human activities have been linked to the increase in greenhouse gases in the
change, the real issue prevalent in our society. To ensure a habitable home for
atmosphere, and thus, the warming of the Earth. Now, this comes full circle with
our future, learn about climate change and how you — yes, you — can make a
Bill Nye’s persistence for addressing climate change in the context of the football
difference.
coach’s blame on temperature change.
William Sanford Nye has been a popular figure in the field of science and
is widely known for his hit TV show, from which he has become known as
–Kathy Blachut
as Bill Nye, “The Science Guy.” As an advocate for science literacy, he has
Lawrenceville eco-rep
explored numerous topics. He has educated and raised the awareness of many

Bill Nye

‘‘

Choose to become literate in the science of climate
change, the real issue prevalent in our society.”
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Home is where
the heart is

S seniors, we’re getting ready
to end our time at Rider and
start our lives as young adults.
Things are exciting. There’s a
newly found freedom from lectures and
exams. All of our hard work over the
past four years has finally boiled down
to the exact moment of shaking President Rozanski’s hand and receiving our
diploma.
Because of this, some of us are
ready to completely spread our wings
and fly — find the job of our dreams,
and move out of our parents’ house
for good. On the other hand, some of
us aren’t ready to take that big a step.
Sure, that dream job might be nailed
down; however, moving out isn’t an
option just yet — and that’s OK.
It’s perfectly all right to not be ready
to leave the nest (and most of the time,
your mom probably won’t mind keeping her “baby” around longer, either).
Having a job after college while still
living at home with your parents isn’t
the end of the world. In fact, at the end
of the day, it could actually be a pretty
smart decision to stay.
Obviously, living at home allows
you to save money that might be more
important than you think. Some jobs
might involve a long commute and that
could really add up. Jobs in big cities
like New York and Philadelphia require
more expenses than other jobs. Some

people might have to take a train or
bus to work, and depending on where
you’re located, there’s the option of the
subway as well. There are gas costs,
which is a given. All of these add up
monthly. Having those expenses on top
of paying rent and utilities and whatever else you might need could become
overwhelming for a recent graduate.
Living at home eliminates a number
of extra fees that you would otherwise
have to worry about.
And sometimes, we’re just not
ready. It’s no secret that some college
students aren’t the best cooks — this is
proven when the fire alarm goes off at
1 a.m. because of burning instant mac
& cheese. Taking the time to ease into
being a complete adult is a great thing
to do before heading out into the real
world. Some people adjust faster than
others, and there’s no reason to feel
bad about yourself because you want to
take that time to adjust.
There’s a whole long life ahead of
you. Take your time to appreciate just
starting out and worry about bigger
things later. Take things one day at a
time, and soon enough you’ll be out
there on your own making a great
living.
–Danielle Gittleman
Senior journalism major

April 22, 2015

W

Absence makes
the heart fonder

ITH graduation right around
the corner, seniors have
started their scramble to figure
out the question of “What
comes next?” In addition, many are
also starting their search for where they
are going to live. After four years of
living on your own — learning how to
take care of yourself and establishing a
routine — the benefits of keeping that
independence outweigh moving back
home.
This generation has been nicknamed
the “boomerang generation” because
of our reputation to return home after
graduation. According to Time magazine, 85 percent of recent graduates
move back home. Doing so, though,
limits the recent grad, whereas moving
out and finding an apartment to call
your own is a whole new adventure.
With college behind you and a new
career on the horizon, finding a new
home follows the idea of independence
that college had.
While it seems the biggest drawback
to not staying at home is affordability,
finding a new place also helps to teach
life skills, such as developing a healthy
diet, creating routines, maintaining a
monthly budget that encompasses rent,
groceries, etc. Moving out becomes
much more financially realistic with a
roommate, of course.
Another advantage to moving out is
there is no loss of privacy, and there is

the freedom to figure out where life can
go. In an article on huffingtonpost.com,
entitled “Recent Graduates Not only
Move Back Home, But Stay There,”
Ashley Moore, a Pace University graduate, explains the struggle of staying
home, saying parents might “regress”
and treat you like you’re in high school.
The opportunities are endless with a
fresh start and a new address. There is
an added drive to work harder, to push
for a promotion and strive towards a
dream or goal. There is strong motivation to move forward in a career and in
the growing-up process.
Author Grant Cordone, in an article
on sheknows.com, emphasizes that
moving back home is negative, saying
“Everybody thinks this is the ‘solution’
but it really only brings problems.”
So, while home does come without
rent and with home-cooked meals, it
does not enforce the real-life skills necessary to advance further in a career. It
can be nice to live with Mom and Dad
for a little while longer, but no matter the age, when you make the break,
they’ll always be your parents, and they
will always be there for you, regardless of whether the address is home
or elsewhere. There’s so much else to
experience in the world; all it takes is a
different viewpoint — a new address.
–Tara Delorenzo
Senior English writing major
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TR ACK AND FIELD

Three meets, 13 personal records
T
By Shariq Marshall

and field team competed
in three meets in three different
states, as 13 personal bests were
achieved among 11 athletes.
The first meet of the weekend was
the Larry Ellis Invitational at Princeton.
For the men’s team, senior Dylan
Hallahan ran a time of 9:23.92, placing
him 25th out of 46 in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase.
In this event, sophomore Bradley
Kaufmann ran a personal best of
9:17.37. Junior Tom McLaughin ran a
4:03.57 in the men’s 1,500-meter.
Senior Anthony Dentino ran the
5,000-meter in 15:39.03.
Senior Emily Ritter managed to
break her own personal best record in
the women’s 3,000 with an impressive
ECAC-qualifying time of 10:08.11,
good for fourth overall in that event.
Head Coach Bob Hamer mentioned
that although accomplishing a personal
best is a great feat, Ritter still has some
areas to improve in.
“She ran a patient and then aggressive race over the last 1000 meters,”
said Hamer. “But she needs to improve
her water barrier a bit prior to the
NCAA meet, and then she has a real
chance of making the NCAA finals.”
Junior Nicolette Mateescu ran an
ECAC-qualifying time as well as a
Rider record time of 16:59.65 in the
5,000.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

HE track

Senior Emily Ritter broke a personal record and qualified for the ECAC, in the 3,000-meter.
Hamer commended Mateescu for
her hard work and great execution.
“She stuck to our initial race plan
and executed it perfectly and then
really went for it over the last mile,” he
said.
Junior Stephanie Welte also ran a
personal best in the 800-meter run with
a time of 2:16.50.
The next trip was to Moravian
College for the Greyhound Invitational.
Freshman Mike Pinnola ran a
personal best time of 4:07.71 in the
1,500 which placed him 15th overall
out of 56. Junior Jon Knipper placed
eighth overall in the 3,000 with a time
of 9:54.45.
Sophomore Connor Szwetkowski

ran a personal best time of 15:32.64
which placed him third overall in the
5,000.
Freshman Alexandra Rae Santora
placed second overall in the 3,000 with
a personal best time of 11:54.75.
Rider also traveled to Elon on April
18 for the Phoenix Invitational.
On day one, senior Anthony
DeFranco (11.26), freshman Shabazz
Shuler (11.35) and freshman Jamie
Harris (11.72) all ran the 100-meter
dash. Freshman Andrew Horberg ran
a 23.46 in the 200-meter and freshman
Jamie Harris was close behind at 24.13.
In the 800, sophomore Scott Wood
ran a personal record of 1:56.57.
Sophomore Devon Jefferson placed

From the classroom
to the corner office.

first overall, running a personal record
and IC4A-qualifying time of 14.59,
freshman Christin Patrick Jr. placed
fourth overall with a time of 15.16, and
freshman Juan Baxter ran a 15.37.
Devon Jefferson placed third in
the 400-meter hurdles with another
personal record time of 54.68, junior
Darien Edwards ran a 57.05, junior
Jalen Thomas ran a 57.85, sophomore
Garrett Camp ran a 1:00.42, and
sophomore Wilfred Asamoah ran a
1:02.13.
Christin Patrick Jr. won the high
jump with a distance of 1.85.
Sophomore Erik Adamcik placed
first in men’s pole vault with a 4.56.
“He rebounded from a few rough
weeks and has become a good vaulter”
Hamer said.
Senior David Prater won the triple
jump with a jump of 12.46, and junior
Charles Wilks threw the disc for an
IC4A qualifying distance and personal
record of 48.33.
Junior Miranda Roberts won the
pole vault with a height of 10’6”.
Freshman Karoline Sandvig threw the
hammer for a personal record of 37.66.
She also threw the javelin for a personal
record of 26.58.
Hamer stated that the team is looking forward to competing in the Penn
Relays on April 23 and 24 and having
the remainder compete in the Lions
Invitational at TCNJ.

Dr. Kathryn Yeaton, Associate Professor of Accounting, and her class engaged in student presentations.

Ramapo College offers accelerated part-time graduate degree programs designed to prepare you for
the next step in your career. Ramapo’s graduate programs combine classroom and online study to
allow students to balance their lives and their education.
We offer graduate degrees in:
• NEW Master of Social Work
• MBA, Master of Business Administration
• Master of Science in Nursing
• Master of Arts in Sustainability Studies
• Master of Arts in Special Education
• Master of Science in Educational Technology
• Master of Arts in Educational Leadership

GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, May 28
5:30-6:30pm
Register at: www.ramapo.edu/grad1

Ranked by U.S. News
& World Report as one
of the Best Regional
Universities North
category for public
institutions

Featured in the
Princeton Review’s
“Best in the
Northeast”

Listed by Kiplinger’s as
one of 100 Best Values
in Public Colleges

(Click on link under Upcoming Events)

Learn more at:
www.ramapo.edu/grad1 or 201-684-7270
505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ

As a College of
Distinction, Ramapo
attracts and supports
engaged students,
great teaching, a
vibrant community and
successful outcomes
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By Brandon Scalea
OLLOWING a

12-match losing streak,
the men’s tennis team picked up
its first MAAC win of the season
on April 19, defeating rival Siena
by a score of 4-3 in the first match of a
doubleheader.
Against Siena, the men were led by
freshman Chris Popso, who picked up
victories at first singles and first doubles. His wins were by scores of 6-2 and
7-5, and 8-6. In the first doubles match,
Popso teamed up with sophomore
Ahmed al-Shawafi for the win, 8-6.
“Both Ahmed and I played well in
doubles, and we both showed up during
major points,” Popso said. “We had
come so close on multiple occasions,
so it felt great to get that first win. We
didn’t necessarily play up to our potential, but we played smart tennis.”
Also for the Broncs, a pair of
freshmen contributed, as Jeremy Van
Herwarde picked up his fourth win of
the season at fifth singles, winning 6-1,
6-1. Agaazi Berhane recorded his fifth
victory of the year at sixth singles, winning 7-6 (7-3) and 6-4.
Berhane said that a win for his team
had been a long time coming.
“It felt great,” he said. “We wanted
to end the season well with a victory
and we felt that we were battling hard
enough to beat them. Being a part of a

losing streak isn’t fun, but the feeling of
snapping it is way better.”
In third doubles, the combined
efforts of these two freshmen earned
them another win, 8-5.
Popso feels that picking up that first
win is pivotal for the program moving
forward.
“Although it seems a little bit mediocre to be talking about our first conference win, it’s the catalyst we need to
accomplish bigger things in the future,”
he said. “It has been a long time since
Rider has been out of the last place
spot in the conference, so it is a good
feeling to be a part of a new wave of
tennis that is being established here at
Rider.”
After the win against the Saints,
Rider traveled to Monmouth
for its final match of the season.
Unfortunately, the momentum did not
carry over from Lawrenceville to West
Long Branch. The Hawks ended the
Broncs’ season on a slightly sour note,
sweeping them 6-0.
At second singles, Van Herwarde put
up the best fight for Rider, winning two
games. However, he ultimately lost the
match by a final score of 6-0, 6-2.
Though Popso shined in the first
outing of the afternoon, he was beaten
by Monmouth’s freshman Ale Gomez
Estrada in first singles, 6-0 and 6-1. In

Emily Kelley/The Rider News

Young Broncs earn first MAAC win
F
Agaazi Berhane and Jeremy Van Herwarde won in third doubles against Siena on April 19.
third singles, Berhane had a similiar
outcome, falling to sophomore Luke
Adamus 6-0, 6-0.
It was ultimately a rough season for
the men, as they finished 2-18 and 1-6
in MAAC play. Popso believes that only
progress can be made in the coming
years — as the Broncs will return all
seven letter-winners for the fall 2015
season.
“This summer is going to be very
important in securing a stronger
foundation for next year,” Popso said.
“Collectively as a team, we all have
more ambitious goals for next season.

With this in mind, we all have to train
harder and be ready to compete with
some of the top teams in the MAAC.”
Berhane feels that Rider’s experience next fall will be enough to move
them to the top half of the conference.
“Our experience is key because we
know what to expect from every Metro
Atlantic team next season,” he said.
“We might not win the conference, but
we all expect to improve our position in
the table. This team will only get better;
we are hungry for more wins. We just
have to stay motivated.”

Benefits











Only MA Program in UN and Global Policy Studies in United States
Taught by a world-class faculty with degrees from top universities
Prepares students for employment in public and private international policy sectors
Offers a liberal arts degree with option of continuing on for a Ph.D. degree
Program offers extensive networking opportunities with the United Nations and the internationally
oriented private sector
Only MA Program organized around UN Millennium Goals: peace and security, sustainable
development, democratization, human rights, public health, gender equality, conflict resolution,
environmental politics
Highly diverse classroom - UN and NGO personnel, international lawyers and businessmen, graduate
students from Rutgers and abroad
Highly competitive tuition and internship opportunities
Summer, fall and spring start dates; courses offered Monday –Thursday evening, Saturday and Sunday
afternoon and online
Full-time and part-time graduate options as well as undergraduate 5 year MA options for juniors and
seniors

For further information, please contact:
Dr. Eric Davis, Executive Director, davis@polisci.rutgers.edu ; (848) 932-9576
Please visit our website, unstudies.rutgers.edu
Visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ma.globalpolicystudies
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BASEBALL

Broncs win title at Citizens Bank Park
catcher Eric Strano. A sacrifice fly by
junior outfielder Jordan Leinweber gave
them a lead they would not give up.
Sophomore pitcher Josh Sharik also
kept Villanova off the board, pitching
two perfect innings and striking out five
of the six batters he faced.
Hafer commented on the magnitude
of this win for Rider baseball.
“This was a huge win for us,” said
Hafer. “Villanova is always a tough
program to beat, and we battled the
whole game. Once we had the lead, we
did a great job of not being complacent
or letting up.”
The win was the 10th in 11 games
for Rider, and the momentum carried into the next outing, this one on
the road against Marist (11-18-1, 6-6
MAAC).
On April 18, the Broncs split a
doubleheader with the Red Foxes, winning the first one 7-4, before dropping
the second game 6-5.
In the first game, senior pitcher Zack
Mawson improved to 3-2 on the season,
going six strong innings with three
earned runs and four K’s. Sharik made
another relief appearance and once
again went two shutout innings.
In the ninth, senior pitcher Eric
Thomas picked up the save for his
seventh of the year.
Though the Broncs were not as
successful in the second game, several
players shined on that day. Thomas had

Peter G.Borg/Rider University

CONT’D FROM P. 16

The baseball team won the Liberty Bell Classic on April 15 at Citizens Bank Park in Philadephia.
five hits on the afternoon, including
another pair of doubles and two RBIs
on the twin bill. Thomas feels that his
hard work off the field is starting to pay
off at the plate.
“I’m confident with everything I’ve
put in up until this point,” he said.
“Giving 100 percent at practice is
important, and some luck never hurts.
It feels good to get the hits when they
matter most.”
Parsons recorded four hits, including a pair of RBI doubles. Senior third
baseman Nick Richter also had two
RBIs.
The next day, the Broncs lost their
first MAAC series of the season, dropping the third game in another one-run

game. It was the second straight game
where the Broncs blew an early 4-0
lead.
Marist took a 7-6 lead in the seventh
inning, all with two outs. It overcame a
two-run deficit with a single, two walks
and a bases-clearing double.
The Marist rally came after the
Broncs broke a seventh inning tie on a
clutch hit from sophomore catcher Lee
Lipinski for a 6-4 lead.
Freshman pitcher Nick Margevicius
went five and two-third innings in the
no decision. He allowed two runs and
kept Rider in the ballgame.
The Broncs only had eight hits on
the afternoon, but Richter had two of
them. He has been hot at the plate,

with 10 hits in the last seven games.
Junior outfielder James Locklear also
shined in the loss, with a two-RBI
performance.
On April 21, the Broncs hosted
Lehigh (15-24, 9-7 Patriot League) in a
game that went the distance.
In the bottom of the 10th inning,
senior Eric Strano came through with
one of the biggest hits of the season for
the Broncs, an RBI single that scored
Parsons for the win. Not only did he
score the winning run, but Parsons
started his 195th consecutive game,
breaking a 19-year-old school record.
The Broncs had to stage a late
comeback to send the game into extra
innings. Trailing 6-5 in the ninth with
two outs, Richter walked. Last year’s
NCAA leader in stolen bases took matters into his hands, stealing on a pitch
which Locklear drove for a base hit.
Richter scored from first on the play.
Despite allowing 10 walks and committing two errors, Rider’s offense kept
them in the game.
Locklear had three hits and two
RBIs and Richter reached base three
times.
Senior closer Eric Thomas pitched
a scoreless ninth inning for the win.
He has not allowed an earned run this
season.
The Broncs travel to Princeton on
April 22 for a meeting with their Ivy
League rival.

SOFTBALL

Pitching well, Broncs lack offensive production

T

By Shanna O’Mara
HE softball

team was swept in a doubleheader by
Fairfield on April 18, 4-3 and 6-4, respectively.
The Broncs (10-28, 4-8 MAAC) kept Fairfield
off the scoreboard for the first two innings with
sophomore pitcher Delany DeMello continuously
striking out batters.
“You never know what to expect in this conference,” said DeMello. “But I know we can compete
with anyone. I just have to do the best I can and trust
that my defense is working behind me.”
The Stags made a move in the bottom of the
third inning with two runs on four hits. The Broncs
looked for a comeback in the top of the fourth with
an RBI single by junior third baseman Emily Cottrell.
Freshman outfielder Monica Clark smashed a two-run
RBI single into left field during the fifth inning to tie
the score, but Fairfield scored again in the fifth.
During the seventh inning, Fairfield got a double
with a hit to centerfield, a single on a Rider error and
a sacrifice fly, allowing another runner in, leaving the
final score at 4-3.
DeMello recognized the frustration of being so
close to a win, saying: “We are always right there —
one run, two runs.”
During the second game, the Broncs had the will to
win, but the Stags played aggressively and ultimately
took the victory.
Scoring on the second at-bat on a Rider error,
Fairfield immediately took the lead. However, Rider
came back during the second with two runs on two
hits, including a homerun by senior catcher Allysen
Breeden. They also scored during the third with an
RBI single by senior shortstop Gina McCool.
Fairfield made a huge comeback during the sixth
inning with sophomore pitcher Megan McDonough
giving up four runs on four hits. DeMello was called
back into the game but had already seen the damage
done. “We need to start scoring runs earlier in the
game and holding off the other team,” said DeMello.
Sophomore outfielder Josettee Spencer had several
impressive catches in center field throughout both

games. “[Josettee] played great all day,” said Carroll.
During the second game, junior pitcher Montana
Berg had two of Rider’s seven hits. Carroll insists that
she is fair when choosing the starting line-up, showcasing hard-working players’ talent. “My philosophy has
always been: We’re going to put the best nine bats in,”
she said. “[Montana] is saying ‘I want to be in this
line-up,’ and she’s doing her part.”
The Broncs scored once more during the seventh
with an RBI single by junior first baseman Dana
Sensi, but the Stags were still ahead and won by a
score of 6-4.
Carroll expressed disappointment with the day’s
outcome. “It’s frustrating because this team is good,”
she said. “We had great games last week against
Manhattan and just fell short. We had great games
today and just fell short.”
On April 11, the Broncs played Manhattan in
Riverdale, New York. Rider was beaten 2-0 in the first
game then 3-2 in the second.
Starting pitcher DeMello won’t let past upsets
diminish her hope for upcoming games. “We have
been so close in these games, so tomorrow we just
need to focus on our hitting and our defense,” she
said. “Everything needs to come together, and then we
can win.”
Carroll, too, believes the women are capable of a
win. “There are a couple positions where we’re not
getting offensive production, and it’s hurting us, but
we’re going to come out tomorrow and fight,” she
said.
And fight they did. The Broncs managed to split
the rivalry doubleheader at Saint Peter’s (3-28, 1-13
MAAC) on April 19, losing the first game 12-8 and
winning 9-2 in the second game.
During the first inning of the first game, senior outfielder Amanda Irving hit a homerun to left field for
the Broncs, but the Peacocks scored two runs on two
hits including a two-run homer over the wall.
The strong hitting streak continued during the
second inning with three Rider runs on five hits, with
freshman utility player Morgan DiVello, Berg and

Irving reaching home plate.
Saint Peter’s scored once more in the second
inning, three times in the fourth, four in the fifth and
twice in sixth, leaving Rider in a tough spot for game
one. DeMello homered to left field in the fifth inning,
and Cottrell did the same in the sixth, along with two
additional runs, but it was not enough to defeat the
Peacocks.
During the second game, McDonough recorded a
career-high eight strikeouts while allowing only four
walks and two Saint Peter’s runs throughout the entire
game.
Although the Peacocks tried to gain the lead with
a run in the first, the Broncs fired back with four runs
on three hits and a Saint Peter’s error during the third.
McCool stepped to the plate with bases loaded and
singled up the middle, allowing two runs in. Cottrell
scored on McDonough’s RBI, and Berg later singled
to right field, allowing McCool to score.
The score remained the same until the top of the
sixth inning when Rider scored one run on one hit,
sophomore catcher Morgan Benedetti ultimately
rounding the plate. The Peacocks scored just once in
the bottom of the sixth, but the Broncs took no mercy,
scoring four more runs during the seventh, leaving the
final score at 9-2.
McCool had three of Rider’s 11 hits, and Berg and
Breeden each had two. Cottrell had the hottest day,
scoring two of the Bronc’s nine runs.
Rider hosted a doubleheader against Columbia on
April 21, coming back from a 3-2 loss in the first game
to dominate during the second, defeating the lions 9-3.
Despite two RBIs by Sensi and Breeden, the Broncs
couldn’t overcome Columbia’s three runs on 10 hits.
However, game two saw better performances by
the Broncs with five RBIs by Sensi, three by Breeden
and one by junior infielder Kim Valdes. Freshman
pitcher Jayme Zeilman allowed 12 hits but only three
Columbia runs while Rider had nine runs on nine hits.
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Josettee Spencer’s
walk-up song is
“Uptown Funk.”
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Pitch perfect: Walk-up music sets tone

N

By Thomas Albano
O matter

the level of play, the
motions remain the same —
batters for the home team make
their way from the on-deck
circle to the plate. As the public address
announcer introduces them to the
crowd, the hitters settle into the batter’s box and get into their stance. And
throughout that whole process, there’s a
tune playing.
Music has its role in all sports, and
baseball and softball are no exceptions.
Each player has a song that signals his
or her entrance into the game. The
music aims to do a variety of things:
give the player motivation, pump up
the crowd and strike fear into the hearts
of the opponents.
Baseball’s senior outfielder Greg
Fazio believes that having music can
make or break the moment.
“I think it’s important for players to
have walk-up songs because baseball
is just as mental as it is physical, and
walk-up songs can get players in the
right state of mind,” Fazio said.
The kinds of songs used can vary —
from pop tracks to rock hits, to themes
for TV shows.
Softball’s sophomore outfielder
Josettee Spencer feels that it wouldn’t
be the same without this valuable
element.

For Spencer, who uses “Uptown
Funk” by Mark Ronson and Bruno
Mars as her walk-up song, it really is all
about having a good time.
“I chose it because it’s my favorite
song and every time I hear it, it puts me
in such a good mood. When I hear it
play when I walk up to bat, it just helps
me relax and not overthink when I’m
up at bat.”
Some baseball players use more than
one entrance track and use “strategy”
when choosing. Fazio uses “99 Red
Balloons” by Goldfinger and “Wait For
Me” by Kings of Leon to get the same
motivating result in different ways.
“I chose ‘99 Red Balloons’ because it
gets me pumped in a way,” Fazio said.
“Same with ‘Wait for Me’ but in a different way because it’s slower. I chose
a fast-paced one and a slower paced
one to balance out my mentality at the
plate.”
Some songs are chosen because they
hit home and have emotional significance to the athletes. This is the case
for senior third baseman Nick Richter’s
two pieces — “Poppin’ Time” by Hank
Ballard and the Midnighters, and
“Dark Fantasy” by Kanye West.
Richter said he chose “Poppin’
Time” because it gives him a sense
of nostalgia, reminding him of his
younger playing days and his favorite

movie, The Sandlot. The Kanye West
song, however, was chosen for more
than the music. The opening lyrics
describe Chicago, a city Richter grew
up approximately an hour away from in
Fox River Grove, Illinois.
“I like to have a good mix of old
songs and new ones in my walk-up
songs,” he said. “The songs just ease
my mind and that’s something that
helps me focus on my routine as a
hitter.”
Sometimes the music gets comical.
It can be anything from a newbie on
the team getting “special” treatment
from veteran players, or a player trying
something unexpected. According to
Richter and Fazio, the seniors choose
the music for freshmen on the baseball
team.
While Richter did not receive this
treatment because of his transfer status,
he’s been the victim of embarrassing
entrance music elsewhere.
“A team in summer ball once played
songs for us as walk-ups,” he said. “I
think I got ‘I Want It That Way’ by the
Backstreet Boys. I love that song so I
didn’t have a problem with it.”
But when Richter sees the freshmen
step to the plate with their music, it’s
always entertaining.
“Usually the seniors give freshmen pretty weird songs,” Richter said.

“Last year, when our Italian freshman
outfielder Giovanni Gussen came up,
we played ‘Dominick the Donkey.’ That
one was definitely the weirdest I’ve ever
heard.”
While that tradition does not exist
for the softball team, Spencer feels
there can still be some pretty funny
choices.
“The funniest walk-up I’ve heard
is my teammate’s, [freshman pitcher]
Jayme Zeilman. Her walk-up is the
Zoey 101 theme song,” Spencer said.
“I love it because it makes everyone
sing along and gets everyone in a good
mood.”
In the end, Richter feels that walkup music helps attach a personality to
each athlete and adds just a little more
fun to the game known as America’s
pastime.
“I think that walk-ups are important because it gives the hitter a way to
express themselves with their favorite
songs while being able to calm any
nerves they might have,” Richter said.
“I think it’s cool to have because it’s a
fun way to personalize the game and
get players into a routine.”

BASEBALL

Broncs beat ‘Nova to win trophy in the Bank

T

By Brandon Scalea
HE baseball

team won the 24th
annual Liberty Bell Classic, following an impressive 6-2 win over
Villanova at Citizens Bank Park in
Philadelphia.
The Wildcats (14-19, 2-3 Big East),
five-time winners of this tournament,
took a 2-0 lead in the second inning,
sending Head Coach Barry Davis to
the bullpen early.
Senior pitcher David Hafer pitched

lights out in relief, going four and twothirds while striking out a season-high
seven batters for the win. Hafer, who
is now 5-1 on the season, said he was
fired up by the atmosphere of a major
league ballpark.
“The mound itself was great,” he
said. “The atmosphere was awesome,
and it was just a great experience
overall. We all wanted to play well in
that ballpark, and I think it definitely
inspired us.”

Senior All-MAAC first baseman
Justin Thomas was a force at the plate,
hitting a pair of doubles to spark the
Broncs (16-17, 6-3 MAAC) to a comefrom-behind victory. His biggest hit of
the evening came with two outs in the
top of the ninth, with Rider clinging
to a 4-2 lead. He cracked a double in
the gap and drove in two runs, giving
the Broncs the separation they needed
going into the bottom half of the
ninth.

Thomas also believes his game was
elevated by the atmosphere of the
evening.
“I think everyone had a little more
adrenaline going,” he said. “It was
definitely a cool experience playing at
the home of the Phillies.”
The Broncs jumped on top in the
fourth inning after a pair of singles by
senior infielder
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