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The Praying Mantis creeps to the Yvonne
Theater for regional premiere. page 6
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DEFEATING 2014 CHAMPS

Writer remembers reasons to fall in love with the
university all over again. page 8

Baseball wins two of three at Canisius in Buffalo,
New York. page 12

Generations overlap through giving
Donors and students bond at the annual scholarship and stewardship luncheon

M

By Alexis Schulz

Emily Kelley/The Rider News

ORE than 50 student scholarship recipients were able to
obtain insight into the lives of their donors at Rider’s
annual scholarship and stewardship luncheon on April
5.
Jonathan Meer, vice president of university advancement,
started off the afternoon in the Cavalla Room by thanking
donors for their continued support and commitment to giving
students opportunities in higher education.
“The special folks we have with us today are those who have
made scholarships a priority in their lives — our donors,” he
said. “We strive to offer our students an affordable education,
and the only way we can do that is through their generosity.”
Meer then introduced President Mordechai Rozanski by
totaling the monetary gain in scholarship contributions since
Rozanski came to Rider.
“In 2003, we awarded $27 million, and this year $61 million; that makes over half a billion dollars awarded to students
in scholarship support since Mort became president in 2003,”
said Meer. “That doesn’t happen without the generous support
from our donors that are with us today. So Mort, as you move
into the next phase of your life, you can do so knowing that you
have created a lasting legacy that will certainly remain a high
watermark in this university’s esteemed history.”
Hannah Bass, junior elementary education major, said she
was the first recipient of the Linda Zalewitz Memorial Endowed
Scholarship, and was honored to meet her donor.
“During the luncheon, I had a chance to meet with the donor
and his daughter; the scholarship
SEE LUNCHEON
was set up to honor his wife and
PAGE 3
her mother,” she said. “It is such an
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In a photo collage, from top to bottom, the cast of All Shook Up, President Rozanski and donors Neil Gerard and Joan and
Herb Young connect at Rider’s annual scholarship and stewardship luncheon.

A documentary becomes ‘next chapter’ in filmmaker’s life

D

IFFICULTIES faced by a gay couple, especially
when one half of the couple is hospitalized, were
described when a filmmaker and activist, famous
for his award-winning documentary, spoke about
his experiences to the Rider community on April 2.
Those in attendance at the Bart Luedeke Center
Theater were shown Shane Bitney Crone’s documentary, Bridegroom: A Love Story. Unequaled. The film
depicted what Crone went through after his partner,
Tom Bridegroom, was involved in a fatal accident. He
was not allowed to visit Bridegroom in the hospital or
attend his funeral. After they saw the film and listened
to the film’s star speak, audience members had the
opportunity to ask him questions.
Crone, active in the push for LGBTQ rights, spoke
of why he travels across the country to tell his story.
“I just feel like this is part of my journey, and this is
my next chapter,” Crone said. “As long as this is helping other people, I want to keep doing it.”
The documentary highlights the story of Crone’s
relationship with Bridegroom and has had a positive
impact on many, Crone said.
“A lot of teenagers have written me saying that
it has helped them,” Crone said. “I’m grateful it’s
touched people like that.”
Some students in attendance were deeply moved by
the film, which was released in 2013.
“I cried my eyes out,” said Matt Holland, junior
communication major. “It’s a great documentary.”

Crone has been featured on Oprah Winfrey’s show
and had the documentary introduced at the Tribeca
Film Festival by former President Bill Clinton.
Since Bridegroom’s death, Crone has occupied a
lot of his time by speaking publicly as well as making
YouTube videos about his story.
“Video diaries were an outlet for me,” Crone said.
“After Tom died, I went back to that. It helped a lot.”
In addition, Crone talked about his efforts advocating for LGBTQ rights. He believes that same-sex
marriage will soon be recognized nationwide, but still
anticipates opposition.
“I believe there will be people who will still try to
fight it after that,” Crone said. “It’s almost like some
people’s last attempts to fight marriage equality.”
The event not only drew current Rider students,
but also caused past students to come back and listen
to Crone speak.
“Shane has been an inspiration of mine for a very
long time,” Rider alumnus Justin Mersinger said. “It
was an extremely amazing experience.”
Crone said that he speaks to different audiences
two to three times a week about his story and will
continue to do so.
“There have been so many things the last few years
that have made me feel like I should be doing what
I’ve been doing,” Crone said.

Justin Rodney/The Rider News

By Stephen Appelblatt

Shane Bitney Crone, filmmaker and gay rights activist, speaks
with students about the film Bridegroom: A Love Story. Unequaled
which describes Crone’s relationship with Tom Bridegroom.
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Clothesline Project for Sexual Assault

9 a.m. - 8 p.m., Cavalla Room Patio
The Clothesline Project honors sexual assault survivors
and victims of sexual violence. Any person who has
experienced such violence, at any time in his or her life,
is encouraged to come forward and design a shirt. Victims’ families and friends are also invited to participate.

T THIS YEAR’S NATIONAL Broadcasting

Society-Alpha Epsilon Rho Convention in
Atlanta, Georgia, Rider University students
took home six honorable mentions in the
National Undergraduate Student Electronic Media
Competition. Samantha Crawford, Carlos Delcid,
Daisy Rivadeneira, Jennifer Guillen, Samuel Moko,
Alex Valerio, Jonathan Amaya, Kyle Boris, Ryan
McAdams, Tina Cherrillo and Madeline Smith were
among the honorable mentions. Scott Alboum, video
technologies coordinator, took home first place in the
Professional and Alumni Production Competition for
documenting Rider’s 2014 Emerging Choreographers
Competition.

Pink Slip

In case anyone missed the neon pink signs hanging
around Fine Arts, the Department of Public Safety
has alerted students to unusual sound effects that
will be coming from Fine Arts on rehearsal and
performance dates of The Praying Mantis April 1-15.
Toward the end of the show, a fake pistol will be
fired. While it cannot fire real rounds, it will sound
similar to gunfire when discharged. Most of the
sound will be in the Yvonne Theater, but it may be
heard elsewhere throughout the building.

THIS WEEK
Wednesday, April 8 and Thursday, April 9

Broadcasting gets judges’ approval

A
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Friday, April 10

Sustainability Studies Spring Event

PUBLIC SAFETY REMINDER
Anyone who needs to load or unload a vehicle in
front of a residence hall or office must contact Public
Safety in advance of parking in front of such buildings. Public Safety is willing to work with individuals
who need to park in front of a building.
Since roads need to be clear in case emergency
vehicles need to drive through campus, Public Safety
asks that individuals provide contact information
or someone to stay with the car while the vehicle is
parked in front of a building. Just putting flashers on
will not stop Public Safety from ticketing a vehicle
parked on a roadway.

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m., SWG Auditorium
The Sustainability Studies Program will be announcing the second recipient of the Springer Sustainability
Studies Award. Following the award presentation, there
will be a lecture by Dr. Karl Maier of Salisbury University. Sustainability studies minors who have recently
completed their internships will be honored, and one
of these students will be chosen to receive the award.

Model UN takes home seventh win

Rider’s 2015 Model United Nations Team, which
represented Lebanon this year, won Outstanding
Delegation and four out of 10 outstanding position
papers. This is the seventh straight year the team has
brought home such awards. A teach-in reviewing the
details of the conference will be held on April 16 at
11:30 a.m. in Sweigart 117.

CORRECTIONS
The article “Tragedy inspires awareness” on April 1
misstated how Tom Bridegroom died. He died after
falling off of a roof while taking pictures. Bridegroom
and Shane Bitney Crone were not married.

Catch Up or
Get Ahead!
...with Summer Classes at
Mercer County Community College
•
•
•
•

Earn transferable credits toward your college degree.
Save money.
Ease your course load for fall.
Take classes anywhere with MercerOnline.

Get Convenient
Solutions at MCCC

www.mccc.edu/summer

ENROLL NOW! Summer Terms begin May 26 and July 8
(actual class start and end dates vary)

To Register, Contact Admissions Today!
admiss@mccc.edu • 609-570-3224 or 609-570-3244
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Discussing the future of public relations with ties to the past

W

By Rose Bauer and members of COM 107-F1

ORKING in her office in the New Jersey
Statehouse, Jayne O’Connor, who was handling public relations for then-Gov. Christine
Todd Whitman, was faced with a reporter
throwing down a newspaper and demanding a comment from the governor.
“I open it up and there is a wonderful photo of
Gov. Whitman frisking a black man in Camden,”
O’Connor said.
It was in 1996 that the incident had occurred during a ride-along with state police in which the governor was doing everything they did. The moment in
the photo, however, looked racist to some. Four years
later, in 2000, the photo hit the newspapers and shook
the public’s opinion of Whitman, just as the governor
was positioning herself for a role in President George
W. Bush’s administration. O’Connor, acting in a quick
manner, was able to help Whitman admit her mistake,
tell the truth and apologize to maintain her positive
reputation. She was successful in getting a position in
Bush’s cabinet.
O’Connor, now division director of Strategic
Marketing and Communications at Capital
Health, was one of the guest speakers at the Crisis
Communication and Public Relations Panel on March
31, presented by Rider University’s Public Relations
Student Society of America (PRSSA). Other speakers

Luncheon

included Ken Hunter, president and chief strategist
of The PowerStation Communications; John Kouten,
chief executive officer of JFK Communications Inc.;
and Rider alumnus Kevin Friedlander, vice president
and corporate communications manager at Wells
Fargo.
The frisking incident was an example of a public relations crisis. “It was something completely
unexpected and a very difficult topic,” O’Connor
said. “We’ve all been in situations where you have to
discuss a very difficult issue with your CEO and it’s
uncomfortable.”
Hunter agreed that public relations professionals
must keep in mind that even if reparations are made,
an image can suffer.
“In PR, we are really focused on that longtime
operation and longtime reputation,” said Hunter.
“Maybe in the lawsuit you were able to keep your
mouths shut, and you dropped it from $10 million to
$1 million, but now all your customers have left.
“If you are not telling your story, your competitors
are coming in and telling it.”
Along with examples of crises, the speakers emphasized the need for organizations to have crisis plans.
To be ahead of the game, companies should drill their
employees, using examples of potential crises. Such
crisis communication plans help employees know what
to do when someone is absent, keep the CEO from

getting tongue-tied and create a culture of people who
will speak to the media.
“Creating a plan to deal with crises and issues and
risks within an organization is kind of your opportunity to counsel your organization about the things that
most likely will happen and, depending on a variety of
scenarios, who is going to deal with it first and what
are they going to say,” said Kouten.
The panel also offered suggestions for future public
relations graduates. The advice that the panel gave
about going into crisis communication was mixed. It
is constant work and no fame, and they all agreed the
job is scary in the beginning,
“It is a non-stop arise of issues, and you just have to
love to deal with those constant crises, no matter how
big or small,” said Friedlander. “You just have to go
with the flow.”
O’Connor added, “If it’s the right field for you,
you’ll gravitate towards it naturally. And if it is for
you, you’ll love it.”
The speakers stayed after the event to network with
students. They were glad to discuss what they do every
day. Many attendees enjoyed the dialogue and felt like
they learned something new.
“When I was at Rider, we didn’t have a PRSSA,”
said Stephanie Ahenkora, ’12 , who is currently a
communications consultant for Wells Fargo. “This was
great. I wish we had more time for questions.”

“Increasing our scholarship support has been a
priority for me at Rider, and I’m very proud to say
that we have been successful because of what you
folks have done,” he said. “So at the beginning of
this year’s sesquicentennial celebration, I suggested
to the committee in charge of celebrating our 150th
anniversary that I did not want to be honored with a
building made for me. I don’t have an edifice complex.
I already have a building named for me elsewhere.
I wanted to continue to
generate scholarships for
our students because it’s all
about their success. And I’m
pleased to report at what will
be a glorious event on April
18, the gala celebrating our
150th anniversary and my

departure, we will be able to announce additionally —
for this year alone — having raised close to $5 million
for scholarships in cash for our students.”
Rozanski also said that the aim of the luncheon was
to create relationships between donors and students and
to promote the generosity of those committed to giving
scholarships to students in higher education.
“One of our goals today is to see how giving
impacts real people like the students in this room, students sitting next to you,” he said. “Speak with them,
and learn about how your gift has impacted them in a
tangible way. Each and every one of them has a story
to tell not just about what brought them to Rider, but
what they hope to do with their degrees when they
graduate. You are generous donors that help to make
dreams a reality and put them on the path to success.”

CONT’D FROM P. 1

honor to be selected for any scholarship, and I am so
humbled to have had the chance to meet my donor.
He was enthusiastic and loved to get to know me as
a student. The luncheon was a fabulous experience,
witnessing my peers performing and having a chance
to talk with other award recipients at my table.”
Rozanski said that at Rider’s 150th anniversary
gala on April 18 he will be able to announce more
scholarships that have been raised this year.

IGGY AZALEA TICKETS

WIN GOLD BAR VIP TICKETS TO AN IGGY AZALEA CONCERT

SECURITY BRIEFS

P R O V I D E D B Y D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C S A F E T Y V I C K I E W E AV E R

Marijuana Mishap
STUDENTS MUST SHOW VALID RIDER UNIVERSITY ID

Students who successfully donate either platelets or blood
will automatically be entered for a chance to win!

BLOOD DRIVE
INFORMATION:

DATE: TUES & WED, APRIL 14th & 15th
TIME: 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM
LOCATION: SRC SEMINAR ROOM
(ABOVE STARBUCKS)
SIGN UP: WWW.GIVEBLOODNJ.ORG OR
609.883.9750 EXT 142
Represent Your House/Organization and
celebrate Rider’s 150th Anniversary!
Help us collect 150 pints of blood!
The house/organization to donate
the most blood will win a prize!

1410 Parkside Avenue | Ewing | New Jersey 08638-2921 | Toll-Free | 1.866.2GIVENJ | Visit us at www.GiveBloodNJ.org
©2007 - All rights reserved. Community Blood Council of New Jersey, Inc.

Don’t do drugs, kids.
On April 5 at 12:09 a.m.,
Public Safety was dispatched to Wright Hall
on the report of a medical emergency. Upon
arrival, officers spoke
with two staff members
who said a student
admitted to them that
she had smoked marijuana and was experiencing a reaction.
Public Safety accompanied the student to
her room to retrieve her
student ID, only to find
drug paraphernalia in
her room in plain sight.
Permission to search
the rest of her room
was granted, and they
found suspected marijuana. An ambulance
arrived to take the student to a local hospital
for her reaction, and
police showed up later
to collect the suspected
marijuana. At this time,
no police charges have

been filed. However,
the university has
recommended she be
charged with unauthorized possession and/or
use of harmful and/or
illegal substances.

Dinged Up
Without a sign, how
will anyone find a way
out? While conducting
a Park, Walk and Talk
at Poyda Hall, Public
Safety observed someone had vandalized an
exit sign in the hallway.
Officers checked the
area for suspects or
witnesses, but had no
luck. A work order has
been submitted to
facilities. Public Safety
asks that anyone with
further information
contact them. Public
Safety also wanted to
remind students that
it is a serious violation
of the student code of
conduct to tamper with
emergency equipment.

Dead End

It’s kind of like when
someone has a bruised
leg and doesn’t know
how it happened. On
April 2 at 4:13 p.m., a
Public Safety officer
noticed damage to the
driver’s side undercarriage of his patrol
vehicle while inspecting it at the beginning
of his shift. No further
damage was discovered, and no one knows
how or when the damage got there. Public
Safety is looking into
the matter further.
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CBA open for business with new dean
of Business Administration (CBA) has
undergone several dean changes over the past few
years. Dr. Larry Newman served as CBA dean
from 2004-12. Dr. Steven Lorenzet took over on
July 1, 2012. Anne Carroll was then named interim
dean on July 16, 2014. Dr. Elad Granot will begin on
July 1, 2015, and Carroll will return to her former role
of CBA associate dean.

Q: What position did you have
before coming to Rider?
Granot: I’m at Cleveland State University; I
still have that position. I’m the assistant dean for MBA
programs. I actually have three positions in the university. One is that I am the assistant dean for MBA
programs in the College of Business. A second is in the
provost’s office, where I am special assistant to the provost for e-learning development across the university.
My third responsibility is in the president’s office, where
I am special assistant to the president for global expansion, and again, that is across the university.

Q: What are you doing to prepare
for the job?
Granot: I’m doing a lot of research about

matter what discipline you choose to specialize in as
you go into the workforce, you will be working as part
of an enterprise. Whether it’s nonprofit, for profit,
NGO, whatever it is – it’s an enterprise, and when you
work within an enterprise, having business knowledge
is critical and provides you with many tools and provides you with potential leadership. So I would say to
present students in the college to really explore all the
options the college provides them. There are so many
of them that it should be very easy to look at and pick
the right portfolio of activities and opportunities, from
areas of study, to internships, to working with alumni,
to working with the community, to working with
faculty. There are so many opportunities that would
prepare our students, and certainly our potential students who are considering joining us, for their careers
and for their lives.

Q: Is there anything you want the
student community to know about
you?
Granot: I thoroughly enjoy interacting with
students, and so, what I’d like them to know about me
is that if they see me on campus, to please walk up
and introduce themselves because if they don’t, I will.
Reporting by Shanna O’Mara

Courtesy of Elad Granot

T

HE College

Dr. Elad Granot will become the dean of CBA dean on July 1,
2015. Anne Carroll, current interim CBA dean, will return to her
former role as CBA associate dean.

the school, and I’m talking to everyone who would be
willing to talk to me, starting from the president, the
incoming president, the provost, faculty, department
chairs, other deans, and Matthew Shaftel [the new
dean of Westminster College of the Arts]. I’ve been
talking to as many people as would talk to me, and
I’m sure there will be even more conversations once
I actually show up on campus. I’m planning to be on
campus at least three or four times before July 1. I’m
coming to the big gala celebration the weekend of
April 17. So I’m doing as much as I can to talk to as
many people as possible.

Q: What are you doing to prepare
for the job?
I certainly have ideas and things that I’ve done
throughout my career that I know I could bring to
the college, but a college is a cooperative enterprise.
You work with faculty, and you work with the leadership team, and so I’m looking forward to working
with everyone and sort of assessing where we are and
where we would like to go. It is an interesting situation
to be in because there are so many opportunities, especially since the College of Business Administration has
done so well. So the challenge would be how to make
it even better, take it even farther, and that’s something
I’m looking forward to doing with everyone together.

Q: What attracted you to Rider?
What have you found to be most
appealing so far?
Granot: Certainly the atmosphere and the
people. It’s a very positive place, and it’s very easy to
pick up on that. It just has a great vibe from leadership [positions] down to everyone. I’ve met with a
variety of stakeholders on campus and was thoroughly
impressed by how positive everyone was, how proud
everyone is of how far they’ve come and how ambitious and aspirational they are in terms of what else
could be done.

Q: Do you have any advice for
students currently enrolled in the
College of Business Administration
or those with an interest in doing so?
Granot: I think pursuing an academic degree
in business is a very wise choice for young people
who are looking to start and develop their career. No

D
Excellence Defined.
www.daarstoc.org

DAARSTOC

Rider’s elite executive skill-building organization
Members learn:

• Interviewing
• Problem Solving
• Conflict Resolution
• Interpersonal Communication
• Stand-up Speaking
• Meditation for Stress Management
• Feedback Skills
Who can apply:
Any student (from any major and
any college at Rider) who has
completed one full semester, and has
at least two semesters left before
graduation.

How to Apply:
You can obtain an application
from daarstoc.org or a current
member.
Submit completed applications
to Sweigart Hall 240 or to a
current member no later than
5pm on Thursday, April 9th.
Note that interviews will be
held at 1pm on Sunday, April
19th.

DAARSTOC is proud recipient of a Sesquicentennial Medal of Excellence

For more information, contact tigheb@rider.edu
or visit www.daarstoc.org
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Managing majors and culture shock in Hungary

D

By Thomas Regan

fall 2014 semester, a Rider softball
player had aspirations to study abroad in a typical destination, such as Italy. But without the
mandatory Italian minor, she found herself with
no other choice but to become the first student from the
university to study in Budapest, Hungary.
Junior accounting, marketing, finance and international business quadruple major Samantha Judd is
used to challenges; she will graduate with 150 credits
and is also a varsity athlete. When she first arrived in
Budapest, she watched as one student was dropped
off at an apartment located on a quiet street devoid
of excitement. She felt her enthusiasm plummet and
began to second-guess her decision.
However, after Judd arrived at her apartment, dusk
settled over the city, the Buda Castle glowed a vibrant,
golden yellow, and the moon hit the water just right,
turning her regret into a realization that this place was
no different than a Disney fairy tale.
Judd, who has found a way to balance life as a student and a Bronc softball player, believes getting work
done at Rider is nowhere near as difficult as doing the
same abroad with the temptation of exploration.
“It was just harder in the aspect that you had a
final, a midterm and a group project and that was
your grade, so if you tanked one you were kind of
done,” she said. “People always ask me, ‘How do
you juggle softball and all of your classes?’ But to be
honest, it was more of a challenge to juggle keeping
focused on school when all I wanted to do was travel
the world and go out with my friends every weekend.”
With a schedule that fulfilled some of her major
requirements, but only having classes on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, Judd was able to leave
most of the week to exploring destinations in several
countries, including Spain, Italy, Croatia, Denmark,
The Czech Republic and Turkey.
“There’s so much more opportunity when you’re

Courtesy of Samantha Judd

URING the

Samantha Judd, a quadruple major, manages her studies and
softball in order to visit Budapest, Hungary.
there,” she said. “Budapest is a very cheap place, and
it could be just because I was a tourist there, but I
just feel like there’s so much more to experience, and
there’s so much more to learn. Here, it’s easy to just
go through my motions every day. Putting yourself
outside of your comfort zone is the best way to learn
things and find out who you are.”
Coming from a small town outside of Los Angeles,
she did have some trouble adjusting to the bouncing
city life, especially finding her way through dancing
crowds.
Outside of the lively environment, Judd also had
to become less reliant on technology, while employing
unusual methods to accomplish everyday chores.
“There were some cultural differences, like
you can’t use your phone because you don’t have
Wi-Fi,” she said. “Also, the washing machine, the

showers— everything was different. There are no dryers, so you have to hang-dry your clothes. Shopping
was very different. You had to shop every two or three
days because the food was so fresh, it would just go
bad. There wasn’t a language barrier.”
The constant travel throughout Europe left Judd
craving a career that will harvest her desire to learn
and experience more foreign lands and concepts.
“I think it impacted what I want to do when my
education is over because that was my first time out of
the country, and now I think I want to live abroad for
three years or however many years a company would
let me.”
With the unique semester abroad in Budapest
now in Judd’s glove, Kim Algeo, assistant director of
the Center for International Education (CIE), trusts
that Judd will have no problem distinguishing herself
amongst other job applicants.
“Having chosen Hungary as her study-abroad
destination puts Samantha out of the box to the usual
London and Paris cities that students study in,” Algeo
said. “Samantha chose a non-traditional city to study
in, which will set her apart on her résumé. Future
employers will see that she went out of her comfort
zone.”
Judd returned to Rider with an eagerness to
improve herself and with a new regard for foreign
students struggling to adapt to Bronc culture.
“I just came away with wanting to do so much
more with my life, wanting to travel more, wanting to
learn another language, or just wanting to learn more
about a culture in general. When people are in the
U.S. and I’m like, ‘Why are they doing that? That’s
not how we do things,’ maybe I want to learn why
they’re doing that or have them teach me. I think it
definitely opened up my eyes and made me a little less
judgmental and more open-minded.”
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Professor nominated for Grammy glamour
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in at Rider. I don’t look at any student at Rider as somebody who couldn’t be successful
at Princeton or Oxford because that is what happened to me; that is my story.”
As an associate professor of music at Rider, Allen has helped to create a new B.A. in
popular music culture. He teaches The Music of the Beatles, A History of Pop and Rock
Music, Music Theory, Beethoven and the Romantic Age and many other courses.
“I’m in the heat of the learning experience all the time,” Allen said. “It’s actually
being in the room with me that is meant to be the transformative experience. Every class
I teach I try to make it so. Even if I’m tired or fatigued, every time I go into the classroom I’m thinking to myself, ‘I’ve got students who paid a lot of money to be here, they
are taking the time to be here, I really need to deliver something transformative in this
lesson now. There has got to be something that really cuts through and makes that lesson
an experience.’”
From the pool of nominees, 10 finalists will be selected with one overall winner.
The winner will be flown to Los Angeles, to attend the ceremony and accept the award
while also earning a $10,000 honorarium. Other finalists will each receive a $1,000
honorarium.
While the announcing of the finalists is quite a ways away, Allen is already getting
ready for the Grammys.
“I’m looking forward to dancing with Beyoncé at the awards ceremony,” Allen said.
“I’ve been working privately on my dance moves.”

ur

ROM winning the U.K. National Solo Champion music award in 1979, to being a
recorded and published composer, Dr. Stephen Allen has achieved great heights in
his music career. Allen will look to add to his accolades with one of the most distinguished awards in the music industry: a Grammy.
Though the 2015 Grammy awards have passed, Allen has been nominated for the
2016 Music Educator Grammy. The award is open to all current, full-time educators in
the United States at public or private institutions, kindergarten through college. Allen
was nominated by one of his students, junior popular music culture major Anthony
Washington.
“After seeing Dr. Allen’s work firsthand, hearing his incredible stories and having the
honor of being his student, I can say he is one of the greatest musical minds I’ve come
in contact with,” Washington said. “If any musical educator deserves a Grammy, why
not Dr. Stephen Allen?”
Nominees for the award can be selected by other music teachers, school administrators, recording academy members, students and parents. When Allen first got word of
his nomination via email, he almost deleted it.
“I’ve never thought of a Grammy being associated with the types of things that I
normally do,” Allen said. “When the email originally came in, I almost deleted it as junk
mail. I clicked on it and called my wife in, but once I saw Anthony’s name on there, I

knew it was legitimate; it was not a hoax. In many respects, just to receive a nomination
on that basis alone was really wonderful.”
According to the Grammy website, music educators nominated for the award must
have made an impact in the lives of students, made a significant contribution to music
education, proven themselves experts in their field and shown commitment to maintaining music education in schools. Washington believes Allen has displayed all of these
qualities.
“He fits the bill in every way imaginable,” Washington said. “He’s a talented musician who puts everything he has into his craft and does whatever it takes to make sure he
leaves as little room for error as possible. He’s a great person to be around and extremely
humble. He doesn’t wear his accomplishments around his neck as though he’s better
than anyone, and that itself is one of the most important marks of being a professional
and a champion of his craft.”
Allen graduated from the Birmingham Conservatoire and received his master’s and
doctorate degrees from Oxford University. Though Allen mainly teaches at Rider, in the
past, he has been a music educator at Princeton and Oxford. But Allen believes that any
student at Rider could be a standout at an Ivy League institution.
“The colleges I went to were, in many ways, similar to Rider,” he said. “So the fact
that I went to those colleges and that I received a great education, and the fact that I
wasn’t considered an Ivy League type of person, is something that I very much believe

Co
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By Christopher Brooks

Arts&Entertainment

Dr. Stephen Allen has been nominated for the 2016 Music Educator Grammy.

PRE VIE W

Tantalizing, troublesome thriller takes over the theater
A
SINISTER combination of horror and comedy is promised in Westminster
College of the Arts’ (WCA) regional premiere of The Praying Mantis.
Written by Alejandro Sieveking, the play is a story of four sisters
living in a run-down mansion in Chile. The plot takes a dark and dramatic turn when a new boyfriend comes into the picture.
As horrifying secrets are revealed, the production is likely to leave audience
members on the edge of their seats.
Director and Assistant Professor of Theater Trent Blanton was particularly
excited for this production because of its potential cultural influence on the
cast.
“I saw this play about 20 years ago, and I’ve always been fascinated by
it and had been looking for the right time to do it at Rider,” Blanton said.
“We’re always committed to exposing our students to different genres and
new voices, especially world writers, and this is the perfect opportunity to
expose them to a South American writer.”
The cast of six gives actors the ability to work closely together. Junior musical theater major Molly Franco portrays Adela in the play and is grateful for
the opportunity that this environment provides.
“I loved working with such a small cast and crew,” she said. “It allowed
us all to get comfortable with each other quickly and also to become closer.
Everyone in this show is so talented, and it’s been wonderful to watch them
all work. I’ve learned so much from everybody, which is all you can really ask
for.”
Along with its sinister plot, the play deals with several existential questions.
“The play sort of questions the existence of God and whether or not this
family — as well as the whole world — has been damned,” said sophomore
musical theater major Alexa Canelos, who plays Lina. “The ‘unknown’ is
something we all, as humans, struggle with, and I think this play does a great
job of emphasizing that.”
Franco said that being a part of this production allowed her to expand her
theatrical horizons.
“Adela is very calculated and knows how to use seduction in a powerful
way,” she said. “Getting comfortable with that was a little challenging at first,
but it has been so rewarding to finally feel confident in doing things that are
out of my comfort zone.”
Fellow cast member, junior musical theater major Abigail Anderson, put an
emphasis on the thrilling and horrific nature of this production, describing it
as “being thrust into the middle of a nightmare.”
“There’s something very peculiar and unsettling about the characters, the
storyline and the overall atmosphere,” she said.
Blanton described the set, created by Rider set designers, as being one of
the many aspects that makes this production unique.
Blanton characterized it as a “thrust experience,” saying that “the audience
will be right on top of the action, and the actors will be right on top of the
audience.”
Because this production is the regional premiere, the actors have not been
able to see the show. This granted them the opportunity to make the portrayal
their own. “[The cast] had no preconceived notions of what the characters
needed to be,” Anderson said. “We all really had the opportunity to create
something original and fresh.”
Anderson hopes that The Praying Mantis will resonate with viewers and leave
a lasting impression.
“I hope that the audience can take our strange journey and leave feeling like they just witnessed something they have never seen before and that it
sticks in their heads long after the lights go down,” she said.

Photos by Emily Kelley/The Rider News

By Samantha Brandbergh

Alexa Canelos above, plays Lina. Sean Cackowski and Molly Franco, below also are featured
as leads.

The Praying Mantis will have its regional premiere at Rider, featuring actors Abby Anderson, Sean Cackoski and Alexa Canelos. The play focuses on four sisters living in a run-down mansion in Chile.

The Praying Mantis performances in the Yvonne Theater:
April 8 — 7:30 p.m.
April 9 — 7:30 p.m.
April 10— 7:30 p.m.

April 11— 7:30 p.m.
April 12 —2 p.m.

Reserve tickets by calling 609-896-7775
or by visiting rider.edu/arts.
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Raising wages,
raising hope

L

IFE after Rider will be a barren,
bitter battlefield. Wielding our
degrees, we’ll march through the
job market, ready to fight. We
will battle over the few available positions, and most of us will lose. We’ll
be lost in poverty, climbing through
our mountains of debt.
At least, that’s how most college
students see the future.
It’s a fact that traversing the job
market won’t be smooth sailing for
many college graduates. The cushy
office jobs or ideal artistic experiences will be out of reach — at
least at first. Without jobs in our
fields, where are we to go? U.S. News
reports that in 2013, twice as many
college graduates were in minimumwage jobs, as opposed to just five
years prior. According to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, about 260,000
individuals with a college degree
made exactly or below federal
minimum wage in 2013. With more
college-educated individuals finding
themselves in these low-wage jobs,
the less educated are now out of jobs
and crashing toward the poverty
line.
McDonald’s has crafted a solution to the growing wage issue.
According to The New York Times, the
fast-food company announced on
April 1 that it will raise its pay to $1
above the local minimum wage for
workers — that would mean workers
in New Jersey would be paid $9.38.
The restaurant chain is not alone in
this decision. Walmart Stores Inc.
has declared that it will increase its
minimum pay to $9 this month, aiming to reach $10 by February 2016
and providing 500,000 workers with
a raise. Gap Inc., the clothing company, intends to raise its minimum
pay to $10 this year.
It’s pessimistic — almost morbid
— to anticipate taking a low-wage
job after graduation. All of us here
at Rider envision ourselves gainfully
employed in our chosen fields. But
no matter how tightly we try to close
our eyes, there still exists a portion of college-educated workers in
minimum-wage jobs. Lower wages
aren’t limited to chain retailers or
restaurants. They’re also found in
our actual fields.
A current senior at Rider is
a real-life depiction of this. An
English-writing major, she recently
applied for a job with a publishing
office. She was elated when they
offered her the job — only to feel
the pangs of anger when they said
she’d receive no benefits, and would
have to work for the minimum wage
of $8.38.
Still, if companies like
McDonald’s and Walmart are
increasing wages, they’re actively
assisting not only those without
an education and those below the
poverty line, but also college graduates. With CNN reporting that 40
million Americans as of 2014 carry
some level of student debt, it’s more

crucial than ever to find a decent
job after graduation. These companies are setting an example that
can incite change, sparking other
employers to do the same. In the
meantime, as unfortunate as this
prospect may seem, taking a job at
one of these chain companies that
are finally addressing wage issues
and the cost of living would be more
desirable than unemployment.
While minimum wage increases
appear bright and beneficial, some
situations dim that luster — not only
for college grads, but also for student
workers. On Jan. 1, 2015, minimum wage in New Jersey increased
to $8.38. This was a 13 cent jump
from the year prior, when the wage
boosted from $7.25 to $8.25.
When this number increased a
whole dollar, however, Rider’s student workers’ hours decreased. Once
this school year began, students saw
their hours return to normal, some
even receiving an increase.
It’s important to remember that
most student workers whose hours
were cut later saw them returned to
normal, if not increased. Cuts and
limitations faced by student workers may not appear harmful on the
surface, but college students are
not without expenses. We’re all in
need of things beyond our pleasure.
Think food or supplies, or even
tuition and loans. Rider sets a strong,
positive example by not punishing
working students for minimum wage
increases. The wage is increasing
because people need the money —
we’re not exempt from that. Cutting
student hours does not alleviate any
of those costs, but instead piles on
the debt and costs we face after we
are handed our diplomas.
Many view the real world as a
battlefield where we have to fight for
every penny that we can earn. It’s
true that life after Rider isn’t guaranteed to be easy, but with all the
different factors being introduced,
there is still positivity to be found
through this battle that we face.
Amy Lyman, co-founder and chair
of the board of directors of the
Great Place to Work Institute offers
a simple, yet crucial ray of hope
through this fight.
“Paying people a fair wage is a
sign of respect and acknowledgement of the value of people’s contributions to the business,” Lyman
said. “When people are treated fairly
and with respect, they will provide
unparalleled levels of support and
commitment. Everyone is more successful when people are paid a living
wage.”

The weekly editorial expresses the
majority opinion of The Rider News.
This week’s editorial was written by the
Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh.

caglecartoons.com

FROM THE EDITOR

EDITOR’S CORNER
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Promoting pride
here at home

E constantly drone on about
potholes in the parking lot,
puddles as large as lakes that
emerge when it rains, drabness at Daly’s and the alleged lack of
things to do on weekends. In the wake
of these complaints, it seems many of us
forget what made us choose Rider in the
first place. There are so many colleges
out there. Why Rider?
Simply put, this university is a
vibrant community.
We try to say nothing goes on
during weekends, but in reality, the
Student Entertainment Council and the
Student Government Association offer
a menu of events. From the Bill Nye
appearance to comedians to the I Love
College events, there are opportunities
that appeal to everyone. Additionally,
between Division I sports and amazing
theater productions, there’s, if anything, too much to do.
Aside from such events, Rider has

organizations and clubs ranging from
intramural sports to book clubs that
allow students to connect with each
other and get involved. Our location
is ideal. There is so much to do in
the area as part of a club or just with
friends. Rider is less than a 20-minute
drive from Princeton, a 45-minute
drive from Philadelphia and an hour
train ride from New York — with the
train station in Hamilton being only 10
minutes away.
We are truly in the center of everything. Not only is it perfect for things to
do on weekends, but it is also fantastic in terms of career and internship
opportunities. While internships are
not required for every major, having
everything close by makes them easier
to find. Rider’s faculty is extremely
helpful and supportive in terms of helping students find
internships
SEE LOVING RIDER
and conduct a
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GREEN CORNER

Drought damages California and beyond

M

UDSLIDES, hurricanes,

earthquakes and tornadoes — the list of natural disasters that have
taken place in the United States over the last
few years is truly exhaustive. Widespread and
unpredictable changes in weather patterns are becoming a staple on news and weather channels. With these
disastrous events becoming more frequent, there is
almost no escaping the discussion of climate change in
the media.
Droughts are a prevalent issue in parts of the
country where aquifers are strained and, sometimes,
forcibly barren. In California, water shortage is not a
recent concern but rather one that has been intensifying over the past three or four years. It is also
plaguing the residents year round, with this winter
bringing the lowest snowpack records since 1974 in
certain regions.
As stated by a Stanford environmental researcher,
“Low precipitation isn’t enough to cause a drought.
The key difference is temperature.” The ongoing
events in California are not simply demonstrating a
significant decrease in rain or snow — the dwindling
resource is one piece of the climate change puzzle.
Time and time again, reports have unveiled the 10
hottest years on record occurring since 1998, or cited
the winter of 2014 as the warmest in California history. Each individual, concurrent point leads back

to the larger pattern taking place here: Scientifically
proven increases in climate trendlines are bringing
about serious endangerments in many aspects of life.
The droughts continue to create headlines as they
jeopardize the well-being of the people of California
by obstructing their access to public necessities. The
impacts are not only felt in the kitchen faucets of
more than two million people who struggle to obtain
water. Water is used in every aspect of our livelihoods and is essential to most industries. Massive
amounts are needed to keep power plants functional.
Wastefully high volumes are used in the process of
hydraulic fracturing (fracking). Water tables must be
high enough to support boats in rivers, to keep up
with transportation demands. And most importantly,
agriculture ceases when there is insufficient water to
irrigate crops.
Most recently, in the context of this topic, mandatory water consumption regulations that apply to
residents all throughout the state were enacted on
April 1. In order to strengthen efforts in the realm of
conservation, California Gov. Jerry Brown has moved
to mandate 25 percent reductions in 90 percent
of cities and towns in the state of California. This
has increased from the suggested 20 percent of the
previous year, reflecting a spike in urgency. Following
suit, programs for efficient appliance upgrades and

resilient landscaping are rolling out to reinforce these
goals.
It may seem like these events are out of the hands
of those of us in New Jersey, nearly 3,000 miles away
from our Californian counterparts, but that is not
the case. Upon hearing stories and concerns, it is
imperative to keep in mind that natural resources do
not recognize state borders. The issues in California
are only one aspect of environment and sustainability issues worldwide, and our individual consumption
habits impact people everywhere.
If you’re feeling helpless in the face of droughts
featured on the news, make strides with simple
steps like taking a shorter shower, cutting back use
of disposable water bottles and finding other ways
to be more sustainable in your daily life. Over the
course of a few short years, depletion of reserves has
become increasingly apparent in California. It is time
to recognize that our interconnectedness requires
more efficient maintenance of resources for future
generations so that steps can be taken towards making preventative change.
-Lexi Reynolds
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Thanks to those who helped colloquium succeed

T

O the

Rider News:
On behalf of the Gender and Sexuality Studies (GSS) program, I wish to
thank The Rider News staff, especially Tara DeLorenzo, Gianluca D’Elia and
Thomas Albano, for your coverage preceding and following our 33rd Gender
and Sexuality Studies (GSS) Colloquium featuring Jazmine Fenlator, ’07, and three
student panels demonstrating the impact of cultural perceptions about gender and
sexuality.
Student presenters included Gerald DeMattia, Caroline Forde, Petra Gaskins,
Peri Himsel, Haley Johnston, Kelsey Mahon, Jonathan Murphy, Breanne Needles,
Samantha Traina and Nasser Sayer. Faculty panel chairs included Dr. Laurel
Harris, Dr. Allison Weidhaas and Dr. Daria Cohen; Ms. Deborah Cordonnier introduced Fenlator. Forde, Himsel and Murphy were selected to present their papers
again at the 11th annual New Jersey Women’s and Gender Studies Consortium
Colloquium (NJWGSC), also held at Rider, on March 27. Himsel won first prize at
the NJWGSC event for her paper, “No Longer the Cleavers: A History of Gay and

Loving Rider
CONT’D FROM P. 8

there is help out there. You just have to take advantage
of it.

Lesbian Families from Post World War II to 2014.”
Nikita Mycyck received the Virginia Cyrus scholarship recognizing her potential
for changing the lives of girls and women. Dr. Nowell Marshall, assistant professor
of English, received the Ziegler-Gee Award in recognition of his exemplary work
for gender and sexuality equality.
We were pleased that Fenlator received a Medal of Excellence at our colloquium,
presented by Provost DonnaJean Fredeen and Athletic Director Don Harnum. And
thank you also to our numerous co-sponsors: Athletics (Harnum), Development
(Pamela Mingle), Multicultural Studies (Dr. Bosah Ebo) and Business of Sports (Dr.
Chuck McCall). It was really wonderful to celebrate the 35th anniversary of Rider’s
GSS program with the support of our campus community.
-Dr. Mary Morse
Director, GSS Program, and Associate Professor of English

Another complaint that seems to come up is the
issue of price. This university offers millions in scholarships every year, and there are so many opportunities to find ways to save. Students, after their freshman
year, are eligible for the Rider Advantage Scholarship.
There is also an endowment scholarship available that

Very^ Smart Students

TAKE SUMMER COURSES

Find them here bucks.edu/summer
➜ Explore hundreds of classes at bucks.edu/summer
➜ Browse courses, dates, times, schedules
➜ Select your classes and register online

Classes start May 26, June 15, & July 6 • Register early for best class selection!
bucks.edu/summer • 215.968.8000

Bucks
County Community College

Newtown • Bristol • Perkasie • Online

all students can apply for in the financial aid office.
The application process is easy — to be considered,
you just have to get an application from the financial
aid office and hand in a résumé with it. The financial
aid office is always available to help students. My
financial aid adviser is always there when I need help.
She has shown me that the financial aid advisers are
not only there to figure out the finances, but to really
help and get to know us.
In terms of our dining options, we have a lot of
room to be creative — we’re lucky. Even on the days
when Daly’s might be a little off, there’s a lot of room
to try new foods. Take the walk to Cranberry’s or even
go off campus to one of the many restaurants in the
area.
Again, we’re lucky. At Rider, we are at a school
that really cares about its students. Between advisers, professors, administrators and classmates, we are
never alone.
To those who question their decision of coming
here, look back at your first visit here or look back at
the day you committed to Rider. When I think back
to my first visit, at the risk of sounding cheesy, I found
that Rider was the first and only university I visited
that felt like home. And I was right. Rider has given
me so much and has helped me find every avenue
toward achieving my dreams. It can do that for everyone who goes here. As students, we’re very fortunate
with what we have here; you just have to take advantage of the many opportunities the school offers.
-Tara DeLorenzo
Senior English-writing major

Prefer to register in person?

Visit bucks.edu/register for dates and times
15057
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Please Join us!
ASIAN STUDENTS AT RIDER (ASAR) PRESENT*

ASIan heritage MOnth
“Celebrating Cultural Diversity through Asian Heritage”
The Origami Challenge

Game Night

Thursday April 9, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Mercer Room

Friday, April 17, 5 - 7 p.m., North Hall Room 207

According to Japanese tradition, anyone with the patience
and commitment to fold 1,000 paper cranes will be granted
their most desired wish, because they have exhibited the
cranes’ loyalty and recreated their beauty. As a part of Asian
Heritage Month, participants will attempt to make the 1,000
origami cranes in the allotted time frame to be donated to the patients
of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. A PRIZE will be awarded to the
individual and to the team that makes the most cranes! Join ASAR, JPCS,
and Chinese Club on April 9 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Mercer Room.

Games have been a part of society for centuries. In every
culture, in every corner of this world, some sort of game
exists. We use games to spend time with family, friends,
and loved ones. ASAR invites you to join us for a chance to
play many cultural games from all over Asia. Bring some
friends to join in on the fun! See you on April 17 at 5 p.m. in North Hall
Room 207.

HOLI
Saturday, April 11, 3 p.m., Residential Quad (In front of Gee Hall)

Saturday, April 25, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Yvonne Theater

ASAR’s celebrating the arrival of spring in an Indian Fashion. Similar to the popular Color Run, Holi also known as
The Festival of Colors will be held on the residential Quad
Outside of Gee Hall on April 11 at 3 p.m. Every year, Holi
is celebrated to celebrate the triumph of good (summer)
over evil (winter) by throwing vibrant colors at one another that represent
the blooming of nature. This is definitely an event that you don’t want to
miss! Wear some white if you really want to have the full experience. Get
there early to grab some freebies! Don’t forget, Saturday, April 11 at 3 p.m.
on the Residential Quad.

Karaoke Night

ASHA
ASHA means “hope” in the Hindi language. Every year,
ASAR holds ASHA as a charity event where proceeds go
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Each monetary
donation gives hope in finding a cure to save the precious
lives of children across the nation. Our annual showcase
comprises of some of Rider’s very own talented students including a
variety of performances ranging from dancing to singing. Through our
silent date auction, 10 lucky Rider students can win an on-campus date with
one of Rider’s finest men! All proceeds will go to St. Jude’s. Join us on April 25
in the Yvonne Theater at 5 p.m. for an evening of fun! Doors open at 4:30 p.m.

For more information contact:
Connie Au, President: aucon@rider.edu

Tuesday April 14, 10 to 12 midnight, BLC PUB
Are you an avid singer? Do you sing in the shower? Do
you LOVE karaoke? Then come to ASAR’s semi-annual
Karaoke Night! That’s right! ASAR is bringing back Karaoke
Night once more by popular demand. Enjoy a relaxed
environment in the company of friends. Whether you love
to rock out, listen to some country, or sing an international song, you’re
guaranteed to have loads of fun! Grab the mic, take the stage, and rock out
with us in the BLC PUB on April 14 at 10 p.m.

*IN COLLABORATION WITH JAPANESE POP CULTURE
SOCIETY (JPCS) AND THE CHINESE CLUB

Office Of
Multicultural affairs
Unity + Diversity = University

Approved by Campus Life and Funded by Mandatory Student Activity Fee

April 8, 2015

11

The Rider News 

Sports

TR ACK AND FIELD

Quartet breaks 20-year-old Rider record

T

By Shariq Marshall

and field teams competed at the Colonial Relays in
Williamsburg, Virginia, on April
2-4, where the men’s 4x1500 team
set a school record to help the team to
an eighth-place finish out of 42 colleges,
while the women finished 21st out of 49.
While Head Coach Bob Hamer
hoped for better results at the meet, he
was generally happy with a lot of his
top performers.
“We have made the effort to have a
full and complete team effort this weekend,” Hamer said.
The men’s 4x1500 relay team consists of four distance runners: senior
Dylan Hallahan, sophomore Brad
Kaufmann, senior Derek Lake and
junior Jon Knipper. Their sixth-place
finish, with a time of 16:17.42, broke
a Rider record by approximately three
seconds that stood since 1994.
Lake felt honored to have made a
historic Rider achievement and break a
mark that has stood for over 20 years.
“In our sport, relay races are
particularly special because you are
accountable for your teammates’ success, and they for yours,” Lake said.
“Inking our names in the spring Track
and Field record books is rewarding,
yet humbling, as we share that space
with some extraordinary Rider athletes.
I am proud of the effort put forth by
my teammates and look forward to

Courtesy of Bob Hamer

HE track

From left, Derek Lake, Dylan Hallahan, Brad Kaufmann and Jon Knipper broke Rider’s 4x1500
record, which was set in 1994, at the Colonial Relays on April 4.
carrying this initial success forward
throughout the season.”
This finish was the one Hamer was
most proud of.
“Each of them ran a good race and
did the job they were asked to do,”
Hamer said.
They were not alone in recordbreaking, however. The women’s 1,500
meter relay team — made up of junior
Nicolette Mateescu, freshman Lexie
Taylor, junior Stephanie Welte and
freshman Alexandra Santora — also
broke a Rider record, placing ninth
with a time of 20:14.75.
While her team did not break as

long-standing of a record as the men’s
team did, Mateescu said both recordbreaking performances show how the
team element can play as much of a
role in track as the solo events do.
“It is awesome working as a relay
because most track events are individual, but the teamwork aspect of the
sport really shows when running relay
events,” Mateescu said. “It was great
efforts by both the men’s and women’s
teams this weekend, and all of the relay
records really show it.”
Other top performers from the men
included two senior throwers whose finishes qualified them for IC4As: George

DELAWARE VALLEY COLLEGE

THINKING ABOUT SUMMER ALREADY?

SO ARE WE!

At Delaware Valley College, summer doesn’t mean a break from
school. It’s the best time to get ahead or caught up! We make it
easy for visiting college students to make the most of their summer.
SUMMER COURSES START MAY 18
- Online and on campus
- Accelerated and full term
- Credits are easily transferable
* No application fee required for visiting students
And because DelVal becomes Delaware Valley University
on April 8 - we are celebrating our university status with
$48 less per credit on all summer courses!
For more information visit us on the web at delval.edu/summer-collegenews

Contact us at cps@delval.edu or 215.489.4848

DELAWARE VALLEY COLLEGE | 700 E. Butler Ave. Doylestown, PA 18901

Solujich, who won the shot put with a
distance of 16.48 meters, and Andrew
Pozo, who placed third in the hammer
throw with a distance of 53.29 meters.
Junior Charles Wilks finished fourth in
the discus with a distance of 150’11”
and freshman Joe Clarke’s 165-foot
javelin throw was good for fifth.
Another fifth-place performance
came from the 4x800 relay team consisting of freshman sprinter Anfernee
Joseph, sophomore mid-distance runner Scott Wood, junior distance runner
Tom McLaughlin and sophomore
distance runner Jonathan Jackson.
As for the women, senior distance
runner Emily Ritter won the 3,000
meter steeplechase and qualified for
ECACs, finishing in 10:38.73.
Other key showings from the women’s team included freshman thrower
Stephanie Lombardo, who finished
third in the shot put with a distance of
13.31 meters; junior Daria Chadwick,
who finished third in the high jump
with a height of 5’5”; and junior pole
vaulter Miranda Roberts, who finished
fifth with a height of 10’11.75”.
The next event for the teams is the
Rider Invite, which takes place on
April 11 on Rider’s own track and field
complex.
Additional reporting by Thomas Albano
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Inside today: Track
and field competes
at Colonial Relays
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BASEBALL

Clash at Canisius ends in series win
T
By Aliyaah Lindsey
HE baseball

Senior right-hander
Kurt Sowa

Ke
lle y

Th

/

Justin Thomas had four hits
in the game, including a home
run, two doubles and four RBIs.
Alongside him, junior outfielder
James Locklear had six hits with
four runs in the two games.
The Broncs won the first game
7-5. In the seventh inning, senior
infielder Mike Parsons scored
on an RBI single made by
senior third baseman
Nick Ritcher, giving
the Broncs their last
run of the game.
Canisius fought
back in the last
inning, scoring three
of their five runs, but it
was not enough.
In the second game,
Rider took a 12-8 victory.
Senior outfielder Greg
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team traveled to
Buffalo, New York, on April 3 and
4 to play a series against division
rival and defending MAAC champion Canisius.
Despite losing the final game of the
series, Rider (8-15, 2-1 MAAC) was
the victor of two out of three games
against the Golden Griffins (14-17, 6-3
MAAC), something in which Head
Coach Barry Davis takes pride.
“Canisius has always been a top four
team in the conference,” Davis said.
“To win the series is big, but it will be
more important if we continue to play
well in subsequent weeks.”
Before traveling, however, the
Broncs were visited by Delaware State
(6-16, 5-4 MEAC) on April 1, and they
defeated the Hornets, 6-1.
Senior catcher Eric Strano was
pleased that the team was able to string
hits together and play sound defense.
“I’m most proud of the consistent
effort we had as a team in the win,”
Strano said. “We were able to score in
a few different innings and follow them
up with some zeros.”
Strano helped the Broncs score their
first run in the second inning by hitting
an RBI single, and senior first baseman
Justin Thomas contributed to the last
run in the seventh with an RBI single.
Senior pitcher Kurt Sowa sat
out after starting the first inning.
Throughout the game, Head Coach
Barry Davis used seven different
pitchers in preparation for the
series against Canisius.
Rider entered the series against
Canisius on April 3 by sweeping the
doubleheader.
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Fazio hit a two-run single in the first
inning to take an early
lead.
Sowa pitched
six scoreless innings
against Canisius,
striking out eight and only allowing
two hits. This win was Sowa’s 20th,

s

making him only the
10th Bronc to have 20
wins within a career.
To take a 12-0 lead in the seventh
inning, Fazio hit a sacrifice fly, junior
infielder Patrick Murphy hit an RBI
single, Parsons followed with an RBI
double, and junior outfielder Jordan
Leinweber hit a two-run double.
Canisius, however, scored all eight of
their runs in the seventh inning.
In the third and final game of the
series on April 4, the Broncs lost 8-6.
Fazio began the day with a two-run
triple in the first inning, scoring a run,

making this the 100th run of his career.
Fazio extended Rider’s lead to 4-0 in
the third inning, hitting an RBI double
along with an RBI single from Murphy.
Canisius quickly responded by scoring two runs in the third inning. In the
fifth inning, Canisius scored four runs,
increasing its lead to 7-4.
Davis felt his team did not
play at the same level it did in the
doubleheader.
“We played poorly on defense and
our bats went silent after the third,”
Davis said. “We didn’t keep scoring. We
had our chance. We just need to practice; practice does count. Stay focused
on the goals [and] we’ll be fine.”
The Broncs faced off against La
Salle (14-16, 3-3 Atlantic 10) on April
7, where they won 5-2.
Rider’s victory was backed by its
pitching staff, which held the Explorers
to just two runs in a rain-shortened,
eight-inning affair.
The staff was led by senior David
Hafer, who pitched five and twothirds innings, allowing three
hits and no runs.

Offensively, the
Broncs were helped by junior
outfielder James Locklear’s two-hit
performance.
Rider will head to NJIT on April 8,
before hosting Fairfield on April 11 and
12.

SOFTBALL

Softball sweeps reigning conference champions

T

By Thomas Albano
HE softball team played five games at home
this past week, hosting doubleheaders against
Delaware and Iona.
The Broncs (8-18, 3-3 MAAC) played host to
Delaware (19-13, 4-4 CAA) for two games on April 1.
The Blue Hens wasted no time in proving dominance,
scoring all 10 of their runs on 10 hits during the first
three innings of the game.
Sophomore pitcher Megan McDonough was
severely rocked, giving up seven runs and seven hits.
After hitting the first Delaware batter of the third
inning, she was pulled from the game and replaced by
sophomore Megan Ailand.
The offense fared no better, getting only three hits
in the first two innings before falling completely silent.
After five innings, the mercy rule was called, and
Rider was defeated by a score of 10-0.
Game two also did the Broncs no favors, as the
Blue Hens scored at least two runs in every inning
with the exception of the fourth, when they scored
none. Delaware’s 11 runs came off of 12 hits and
three Rider errors, while the Broncs only got hits from
three junior infielders: Dana Sensi, Kim Valdes and
Emily Cottrell. The game was called after six innings
with the final score 11-3 in Delaware’s favor.
Rider then hosted the defending MAAC champions, Iona (4-19, 2-4 MAAC) on April 4. Sophomore
Delany DeMello struggled on the mound at the start,

allowing one run in the first inning on four walks.
The score saw no change until the bottom of the
sixth inning. After Valdes walked, sophomore outfielder Josettee Spencer pinch ran for her, and Sensi
singled. Following a Cottrell ground out, senior shortstop Gina McCool brought in both runners with a
single up the middle. McCool was then replaced by a
pinch runner — freshman outfielder Tony Nino, who
later scored. The Gaels could only get one run across
in the top of the seventh, giving the Broncs the victory.
While McCool got the game-winning hit, she felt
her offensive showing was not the best.
“I actually wasn’t seeing the ball really well today,”
McCool said. “Coach had a talk with me before that
inning just saying to hit early in the count, and she’s
putting it on the outside corner so just take it that way.
I was just trying to pull out a lot of stuff today, so it
felt good just to get a timely hit.”
Head Coach Tricia Carroll felt that, despite a shaky
start from DeMello, the Bronc bats have been hot.
“I don’t think [DeMello] pitched particularly well
the first game,” Carroll said. “Six walks, but it was
enough. The walks do concern me, but the bats have
been coming up big, and the composure of everybody
in the batter’s box has been awesome.”
The first run of game two came from Iona on
an RBI single that came in the top of the second.
Rider tied the score in the fourth when senior catcher
Allysen Breeden hit a home run, then took the lead on

an RBI single from Sensi. McDonough, who started
game two, was rocked in the fifth and sixth innings,
giving up a total of four runs on seven hits from the
Gaels.
The Broncs then went on an offensive burst in the
bottom of the sixth. After an RBI hit from Valdes,
Sensi hit a grand slam, giving her team the lead and
completing a total six for six performance between
both games against Iona. One more Rider run crossed
the plate before DeMello pitched a successful top of
the seventh to earn a save, as the Broncs also won
game two.
Sensi, who leads the team in nearly every offensive
category, says the team’s offensive work has improved
greatly from last year, when the team would just “get a
couple of hits here and there.”
“Everyone gets hot at different times,” Sensi said.
“People get hot, and luckily, we’re able to string our
hits together.”
Rider was scheduled to play a home game against
St. Joseph’s (20-8, 6-1 Atlantic 10) on April 7.
However, the game was postponed at the request of
the visitors, possibly because St. Joseph’s softball team
is under investigation for hazing.
The Broncs’ next game will be on April 9 on the
road against Villanova.

