Oct. 29, 2014
theridernews.com
Vol. 85, No. 8

HILARITY ENSUES

Sganarelle gets himself into crazy antics in A
Doctor in Spite of Himself.
page 6

CREATIVE COSTUMING

Find ideas for fun, diverse costumes for this
page 8
Halloween season.

EMOTIONAL FINAL SETS

Senior Alison Noll played her final Rider tennis
page 12
match on Oct. 26.

A fresh man in N.J. politics
Rider student campaigns for school board in his hometown

V

Courtesy of Christopher Scales

By Alexis Schulz
OTERS will line up at the polls on Nov. 4 to elect a
U.S. senator to represent New Jersey. A familiar
Rider student’s name will be seen on the ballot.
Christopher Scales, freshman political science major, is running with six other candidates for
three seats on the Hamilton Township School Board.
Throughout his Steinert High School career he was
involved with student government and, as a freshman,
ran for student representative to the board of education. He then decided to run for three consecutive
terms. He explained that his investment in politics
began after a family tragedy.
“My father was a state trooper who died in the line
of duty,” he said. “And after he passed away, Governor
Jim McGreevy came to my house. He got to know me
and inspired me to get involved with politics and meet
political figures. After that, I realized that I wanted to
make a difference in the community.”
His father Christopher Scott Scales, a state trooper,
passed away in 2002 after being hit by a tractor-trailer
at a tollbooth while conducting a seat belt check.
He said his experience as a student representative
on the school board allowed him to familiarize himself
with the issues facing Hamilton. He then got involved
with the town’s Democratic club and brought up the
idea of running for school board.
“Everyone was very supportive and all signed the
petition I needed in order
to run,” said Scales.
SEE STORY
One of the biggest
PAGE 4
issues facing the school
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Christopher Scales, left, talks during his campaign for Hamilton Township school board.

Campus network, and students, break down

P

By Valerie Palmer

ROFESSORS observed pandemonium around the printers on Oct.
23 as their students struggled to
retrieve assignments in the wake
of an Internet outage. When Rider’s
Wi-Fi network called “nowires” crashed,
students were left stranded in the middle
of midterms and wondering what went
wrong.
Multiple factors led to the crash,
which lasted for several hours.
“Over the past several months, we
have seen increasing use of streaming
movie websites, particularly Netflix
and Amazon,” said Timothy Fairlie,
director of network, user and telecommunication services for the Office of
Information Technology (OIT). “These
services consume a large of amount
of bandwidth, and typically consume
25-50 percent of the Internet bandwidth available to the university. We are
also seeing a significant increase in the
number of devices that are connecting
to the Wi-Fi network.
The number of devices connecting
to “nowires” has reached approximately 15,000, according to an expert
in systems management. Most students
have multiple devices such as laptops,

phones and tablets that all have to connect to the same Wi-Fi network.
“We have 600 Access Points (APs)
deployed throughout the University,
and each AP has a maximum bandwidth capability that it can provide at
one time,” said Fairlie. “When many
devices are connected to a single access
point, those devices must share that
connection to the network. This can
degrade performance for each user in a
particular area.”
The systems administrator said that
the over-weighted bandwidth was to
blame.
“I think the biggest problem with
Rider’s network is that, during the peak
usage times, the bandwidth that Rider
has can become completely saturated.
This means your Internet connection
is going to be unbearably slow or not
work at all.”
Freshman liberal arts student Justin
DiSciascio was trying to study for a
history midterm when his progress suddenly came to a halt. “I was looking up
some extra information to study and I
couldn’t even connect to the Internet,”
DiSciascio said. “It really annoyed me
how ‘nowires’ completely gave out.”
Adrienne Straley, a senior

elementary education major, experienced similar issues. “I was attempting
to do some homework during the giant
mess,” she said. “I was assigned a pretty
big project for one of my education
courses, and its due date was perfectly
timed during the period the Internet
was miserably failing. Our professor
even arranged some class time to work
on it, but none of us could do much,
because it was all research-based.
Ultimately, my professor was forced to
modify the syllabus around and extend
the due date to accommodate us.”
Fairlie said that plans are in the
works to improve the network.
“Network upgrades are typically
planned based on historical data and
technology trends,” Fairlie said. “As
soon as we saw an increase in usage
this semester, we proactively made the
upgrades and will continue to do so as
necessary.”
The Internet connection has
improved considerably since last
week. An email from University
Communications was sent on Oct. 23
during the outage to explain that a plan
to increase the Internet bandwidth by
30 percent would be implemented that
night. The email also stated that “a

second phase to increase bandwidth is
being planned for winter break.”
This problem is hardly new to Rider.
In an October 2001 Rider News article,
students and professors alike complained of not being able to download
MP3s and access AOL email due to
a slow Internet connection. Fairlie
requested students be “courteous” in
their Internet usage to curb traffic. But
just as stated in the article 13 years ago,
there are big changes on the horizon, as
the school continues moving forward in
technological development.
“OIT evaluates regularly and plans
for improvements of the campus network and Internet needs,” Fairlie said
this week. “We were already planning
a major upgrade for next summer, and
have accelerated our planning based on
the increased usage we have seen this
fall.”
Additional reporting by Casey Gale
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THIS WEEK
Wednesday, October 29

HE RIBBON HAS BEEN

cut, and the Marion
Buckelew Cullen
Center is officially
open. On Oct. 22, the
building, which features
classrooms and a rehearsal
and performance hall,
was formally introduced
to the community. At the
event, President Mordechai
Rozanski honored donors
and those who brought the
project to life.
On Oct. 26, an open
house, shown at right, was
held to celebrate the first
building to be built on
Westminster’s campus in 39
years.

‘A Doctor in Spite of Himself’

7:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. BLC Theater
A new adaptation of Molière’s comic satire will be presented. Tickets cost $9 for adults and $5 for students/
seniors (general admission) and are available only at the
door.
Thursday, October 30

Faculty Lecture Series

11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., BLC Fireside Lounge
Large digital surveys of the night sky have revolutionized how astronomy is done. Dr. Bochanski, assistant
professor of physics, has used survey data over the last
decade to study the Galaxy, Milky Way and millions of
its stellar constituents.
Thursday, October 30

Pet Therapy

11 a.m. - 1 p.m., Daly Dining Hall
Counseling services provides pet therapy outside Daly’s
for all students.

SECURITY BRIEFS

P R O V I D E D B Y D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C S A F E T Y V I C K I E W E AV E R

Car craziness

Oct. 29, 2014

Don’t take things without
asking. While spending time at
home, a student was alerted that
his roommate was seen driving
his car. The student contacted
Public Safety on Oct. 24 at 11:30
p.m., but in the meantime, he
got in touch with his roommate.
His roommate explained that he
needed the car for an emergency,
and the student did not mind.
However, the next day, the vehicle
was still missing when the student
returned to campus. He filed a
report with Public Safety, and his
roommate later returned the keys
to Public Safety.

Sprinkler mishap

Leave the poor sprinklers
alone! On Oct. 22 at 4:08 p.m.,
Public Safety officers responded
to Centennial House when the
fire alarm sounded and water was
flowing from a sprinkler head.
When the officers came to the
scene, there was a full evacuation
of occupants taking place. Earlier
in the night, a student had placed
a coat hanger on the sprinkler
head, thus puncturing the cap
and activating the sprinkler.
Facilities responded early in the
morning to make repairs, and
occupants were able to reenter
the building at 6:20 a.m. Nine
rooms had water on the floor, but
the cost of the damage has not
yet been determined.

Tread carefully

Remember to exercise caution
in the gym. On Oct. 22 at 5:15
p.m., a staff member was attempting to use the treadmill. He did
not realize how fast the machine
was running, and fell off of the
equipment. Though he did not
require medical attention and an
ambulance was not called, he did
sustain abrasions on his knuckles,
hands, leg and jaw.

Tips for Halloweening safely
The Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network
(RAINN) has issued a few pointers to stay safe
this Halloween, as the holiday presents opportunity for heightened risks and dangerous
situations that could lead to sexual assault:
1. Trust your instincts. If you feel alarmed,
scared or creepy in any situation, go with
your gut. If you see something spooky, contact
the local authorities immediately.
2. Avoid being alone or isolated with a vampire or any creature whom you don’t know
or trust. Make sure a dependable friend knows
where you are and whom you are with at all
times. Don’t leave your group with anyone
you’re not sure of – even if he or she asks. Say
you’d rather stay with the group.
3. Know your surroundings and plan a Jacko-lantern lit route back to your house. Always
carry emergency cash and keep phone numbers to howl at SAFE RIDES or a local cab
companies if needed. Have your charged cell
phone with you.

4. Check in with your friends throughout All
Hallow’s Eve. Form a buddy system so that no
one wanders off alone. Agree on a secret “butt
in” signal for uncomfortable situations, such as
“Ghost” or “Ghoul!”
5. Don’t accept “potion” from people you
don’t know or trust and never leave your
“potion” unattended. If you lose sight of your
“potion,” get a new one, and always watch
your “potion” being prepared.
6. Don’t let your guard down. Do not assume
that the mummies, witches, and wizards you
meet will look out for your best interests!
7. Watch out for your friends, and don’t be
afraid to intervene if a situation appears to
be scaring your friend or is frightening you.
If your friend seems too drunk or is acting
abnormally, get him or her to a safe place
immediately.

Saturday, November 1

Rider’s Got Talent

8 p.m. - 10:30 p.m., BLC Cavalla Room
The winner of this year’s Rider’s Got Talent will be
showcased on Family Day, Nov. 8.
Tuesday, November 4

Distinguished Contributions Luncheon

11:30 a.m., BLC Fireside Lounge
The law and justice annual awards luncheon honoring
contributions made in the field. Lunch will be served
along with a presentation and lecture by a recipient.

CORRECTIONS
News
In the Oct. 15 issue of The Rider News, the news brief
titled “Jeff Bell visits Rider” did not include the name
of the organization that hosted the event. Jeff Bell’s
appearance was made possible by The Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics.

Features and Entertainment
In the Oct. 22 issue of The Rider News, the article “Love
means everything for dance showcase” the title of the
performance was not fully stated. The performance
was called “Stages of Love: A Contemporary and
Modern Dance Showcase.” In the same article, a quote
was wrongly attributed to Ashley Alvarez. The quotes
should have been attributed to Angela Sandoukas.
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Join in the fun as Rider University attempts to break the
GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS® title for the Longest Line of Fruits with a

GIANT STRING
OF CRANBERRIES!
Come help string cranberries 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
at a stringing station located on the Campus Mall or in the SRC.
Share the excitement as our record is certified and announced
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. on the Campus Mall.

CRANBERRIES & BLUEBERRIES

Thank you to Judy Simons Church ’80
for providing the cranberries for our event.

BE PART OF THE
CRAN CREW!

Volunteers are needed to assist with event organization
E-mail bbraddock@rider.edu for more details.
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By Casey Gale
USAN Stahley,

substance abuse and sexual assault
prevention coordinator, spends her days working
in the student health center educating and counseling students. By night (and sometimes on her
days off), she transforms into a zombie.
That’s right – a zombie. Since 2008, Stahley has
participated in fright fests, conventions and zombie walks looking like the undead. Starting off at
Scarowinds Halloween Haunt in Charlotte, N.C.,
and now scaring visitors at Schaefer’s Frightfest in
Flemington, N.J., Stahley takes every opportunity she
can to tap into her spooky side.
“I love theater and I haven’t done it in a long time,
and this seemed liked a perfect outlet for me,” she
said. “I was hooked from the start.”
This year, Stahley is serving up scares as a lunch
lady that visitors come upon during a haunted hayride
and walkthrough at Schaefer Farm.
Stahley’s part-time job is a way to have some fun –
and add to her list of accomplishments.
“I bring it up on most interviews I’ve had,” she
said. “I have it on my resumé. As ‘other jobs’ I have, I

put ‘Screamster.’”
In addition to beefing up her work credentials,
Stahley also uses her zombie-fied state as a way
to engage students in Alcohol and Sexual Assault
Prevention (ASAP).
“I will feature it in different presentations. One of
my slides from a PowerPoint – it says, ‘Remember,
not everyone is safe to drink with’ and has a picture
of me as a zombie on it,” she said. “When I do my
PowerPoint presentations, I try to make them funny.
As long as I can make it amusing, [students] will pay
attention.”
As this is her first year bringing scares to the
Garden State, Stahley has had run-ins with Rider
students visiting Schaefer’s Frightfest.
“I heard someone say a phrase that I had heard on
campus, like, ‘You’re the real deal,’ and I went ‘OK,
Rider,’ and they pointed at me and went, ‘Hey!’ If we
know someone coming through, we put in extra stuff
for them.” Rider students looking for some last-minute
thrills for Halloween can pay Stahley a visit, she said,
as long as they’re ready to be afraid.
“I’m actually pretty good at scaring people.”

Courtesy of Susan Stahley

Stahley serves up scares

Susan Stahley poses in her zombie gear at the China Grove
Zombie Walk in China Grove, N.C.

Unified Game Day showcases talented young students

F

By Shanna O’Mara
OR the

second year in a row, Rider University hosted Special Olympics New
Jersey’s Unified Game Day on Oct. 24, where students from three junior high
schools around the state, with and without intellectual disabilities, gathered to
participate in sporting events.
A.J. Doherty, a seventh grader from West Windsor-Plainsboro, helped explain
directions and guide classmates with disabilities through soccer drills. “Playing
games was an easy way to interact and bring everyone together,” Doherty said.
A total of 52 students took part in the event by participating in various activities
on the Richard E. Daly Intramural fields including soccer, golf and flag football.
Volunteers leading each station were, respectively, Rider men’s and women’s varsity
soccer players, members of the New Jersey Professional Golf Association, and the
Rider intramural staff. Other volunteers from each of the middle schools attended
to assist those in need. Both staff members and students played alongside participants with intellectual disabilities.
Kristen Baxter, a member of the Emerging Leader class and volunteer at the
sports expo, said the kids were enthusiastic from the minute they walked through the
door. Whether they were competing in scrimmages or socializing in groups, “they
always wanted to engage with others.”
The event was promoted by Rider’s Emerging Leaders and organized by Dianna
Clauss, assistant director of campus life for recreation programs, in coordination

Election
CONT. FROM P 1

board will be coming up in January with the selection
of a new superintendent. Scales said he did not foresee the resignation of the current superintendent and
was surprised by it, but would like to work diligently to
help find a well-qualified person to take his position.
“I want to make sure we as a board find a candidate that has a clear vision for the school district and
knows how to implement things,” he said.
Scales said Hamilton has buildings that are over
100 years old and he would like to see the schools
brought up to code. He also wants to implement common core standards and improve assessments.
“I want to make sure that Hamilton is on the right
track and students will be successful,” he said.
For the spring semester Scales worked with his
advisers to make sure he could balance college work
and school board meetings if elected.
“Fortunately it looks like it’s going to work out if I
win, but I’m confident that I will be able to work that
out,” he said.
For his future in politics, Scales said he is primarily
interested in the Hamilton schools. However, he might
be interested in pursuing other positions in the future.
“Right now my main concern is the Hamilton
Township school district and how I can make it better
for children, staff, students and parents overall,” he
said. “I feel that my interest takes place at the council.
I might pursue new directions, but right now I’m only
interested in the school board.”
In the Nov. 4 election, Democrat Cory Booker and
Republican Jeff Bell are competing for the Senate
position, and Democrat Bonnie Watson Coleman and
Republican Alieta Eck are running for the position in
the House of Representatives.

with Kalee Baker, education and outreach manager of Special Olympics New
Jersey. Students and staff in attendance at the sports expo included those from the
Mercer County Special Services School District, Mount Laurel Hartford School and
West Windsor-Plainsboro Community Middle School.
This year’s Unified Game Day was one of seven held this year throughout the
state. Special Olympics New Jersey provides year-round sports training and athletic competitions, all free of charge, for over 24,000 individuals with intellectual
disabilities.
When students of all abilities put aside their differences to work toward a common goal, it “naturally helps break down the social barriers that commonly exist
between them,” said Baker. “Our goal through the Unified Sports movement is to
create schools, communities and societies where everyone feels welcome, accepted
and valued.”
Playing sports allows the students to showcase their talents, thus building confidence and displaying determination. According to Doherty, the assisted students
“felt better about themselves” after learning new skills and making new friends.
Kyra Ellwood, a West Windsor-Plainsboro Community Middle School eighth
grader, said the experience of volunteering alongside the Special Olympics as “fulfilling” and said she will participate in similar events in the future. “I have set a goal
for myself to do something good every day, and today, I feel I have reached that.”

Shane Garland, sophomore political science major,
who is a Republican, said he thinks students need to
be encouraged to vote because of issues such as the
economy and job growth.
“Students need to get the word out there that
their vote matters,” said Garland. “A lot of students
go home to vote, so it would help if people voted by
mail.”
Garland said that he thinks a lot of students will
not vote in this election because it is just for Senate
and House of Representatives.
“Many people just don’t care about this election
because it is not a presidential election,” he said.
Petra Gaskins, college Democrats’ president, said
she feels it is imperative that students from Rider get
out and vote.
“Many students believe that the issues presented in
the election are subordinate to our generation,” said
Gaskins. “We’re talking about higher education and
student loans. These issues are going to compound
and affect all of us.”
Gaskins said politicians who have come to campus
know that many students feel their vote does not matter, and the politicians explain that this leads to a lack
of resources for students.
“There are many other programs that politicians
advocate for that assist other demographics,” she said.
“I try to have my group understand that these issues
are primarily for our demographic. If we don’t vote,
then politicians won’t care.”
Scales spoke to this as well, saying that issues such
as student loans and the ability for college students to
pay off their debts should inspire students to vote.
“Student votes can be a deciding factor in who we
send to Washington,” he said. “Our generation needs
Social Security benefits and other things that other
generations have right now. These are all important
issues, and the people sent to Washington are the ones

who will be talking about them.”
Some students feel there is not enough political
presence on campus and if there were, students would
be more inclined to vote. Lee Clark, graduate student
in business communication, said he believes political activity at Rider could be better in the aspects of
volunteering and participation.
“There exists no urgency amongst the majority of
the student body to participate in the political process,” said Clark. “Political activity is growing here at
Rider. However, it does not come close to matching
that of surrounding colleges and universities such as
The College of New Jersey and Rutgers.”
Clark also said that Democrats need to reach out to
the college student demographic.
“The best manner for Democrats to connect with
our generations is to stay relevant to the issues affecting us,” he said. “As times change, so do the issues
that affect that given generation. The acceptance
and utilization of social media and networking also
proves important in the success in connection to our
generation.”
Scales said that he worked hard to get his opinions
out in the public and communicate to young people
through social media.
“There are so many people in the community who
are upset with a lack of communication,” said Scales.
“This weekend I will be going door-to-door with
literature pieces about what I stand for and see for the
future, to try to inform people and get them out to
vote.”
Scales will be the youngest person to hold a position in Hamilton Township if elected. The most
important thing to him is reminding college students
of the importance of their freedom to vote.
“We live in a country where we are fortunate to
have the ability to choose our leaders,” he said. “We
all really need to get out and vote.”
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The Cranberry Bog

D.I.Y. DINING

Student turns favorite treats into a sweet dessert
Ingredients

two cookies,
chocolate chip
or sugar
Nutella and/or
peanut butter

your favorite
ice cream

Instructions

How to make Nutella ice cream sandwiches
This is the perfect dessert to satisfy your craving for something sweet. Students can find all of these ingredients in
Daly’s Dining Hall and can easily create this treat after lunch
or dinner. They can mix and match ingredients to fit their
preferences.

Heat up cookies in the toaster oven. Put 		
them in a bowl.
Put Nutella on the cookies.
Head over to the ice cream station and scoop
some of your favorite ice cream in. Add 		
toppings to taste. Enjoy.

Refer to the map (above) and instructions (right) to create this
innovative dessert.

Meet the Bronc beekeeper
TRN: How did you become Rider’s beekeeper?
SS: I was working in the garden my sophomore year
and I mentioned how I wanted to see the hives, and
standing behind me was Loren Pagan, the thencurrent campus beekeeper who just graduated. She
took me to them and as soon as I opened the hives, I
was hooked.
TRN: What fascinates you the most about
bees?

Courtesy of Stephen Schwartz

SS: Bees have always interested me ever since I was
a little kid. Bees are the backbone of agriculture and
when I hear people hate bees, it makes me think they
hate food, also. Bees are so interesting, and I always
want to learn more about them.
TRN: What is the hardest part of the job?

Stephen Schwartz stands with one of the bee hives.
The Rider News (TRN) got a chance to
talk with Stephen Schwartz, senior geoscience major, about his time as the school’s
beekeeper, his upcoming beekeeping guide,
and his hopes for the future of the position.

Page created by Kimberly Leder

SS: The hardest part of beekeeping doesn’t actually
have to do with the bees. The hardest part is dealing
with the general public who doesn’t know or want to
know about bees. When I hear things like, “Oh just
kill it, it’s annoying,” I get really upset. I try my best
to educate; we need to let people know everything
they can about the bees.
TRN: What is your fondest memory so far?
One that sticks out is when I was moving in a new
colony of bees into a hive, and we released the queen.
She stayed on my hand and I swear she looked at
me for a good 10 seconds, and then jumped down
into the hive on her own. I am not sure what she was
thinking of me, but it was a really amazing sight. It

“I couldn’t decide if I wanted cookies
or ice cream my freshman year. It’s both
my most proud and shameful moment
— proud because it’s delicious, shameful
because it’s a truly monstrous creation.”
- Will Gallagher, junior arts
administration major

was just the queen on my finger and I got to study her
for those 10 seconds. I swear she was saying goodbye.
TRN: Where do you see beekeeping in your
future?
SS: I will beekeep until the day I die. Depending on
where I live or work, I will make sure that I have at
least one hive with me. I am hopefully joining the
Peace Corps after graduation to work with agriculture
sustainability, and beekeeping, too. Hopefully I can
teach about bees during my stay, wherever I go.
TRN: What can you tell the Rider community
about your beekeeping guide?
SS: I will be working on the “Rider Beekeeping
Guide” over winter break, and hopefully it will be
finished by then. The guide will consist of what to do
year-round regarding bees and will include the differences among the male and female bees, as well as some
basic precautionary tidbits of info.
TRN: Finally, with your graduation around the
corner, is there any young keeper prospect?
What will it take to fill your position?
SS: A few students have shown interest. I have brought
them back to the hives, but nothing is official yet.
Future beekeepers need to not want to rush things,
they need to have a passion for learning. A fear of bees
is not always bad either. It will force one to be more
careful. But the most important thing is to want to
learn, and have a love for nature.
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A Doctor in Spite of Himself is an invitation to ‘dip into chaos’
of A Doctor in Spite
of Himself comes to the Bart Luedeke
Center Theater on Oct. 29, promising
laughs, love and fun.
Originally written by Molière, the play
was adapted by Christopher Bayes and
Steven Epp and tells the story of Sganarelle,
a drunken, lazy lumberjack. After he finds
himself mistaken for a doctor, his wife enlists
him to care for the daughter of a wealthy
man. Lovesick over not being able to marry
the man she loves, the daughter, Lucinde,
fights for what she wants. The play brings
love, laughter and the ultimate pursuit: looking at the bright side of life.
“Sganarelle won’t provide for his wife
and kids because he’s too busy gambling and
drinking,” said John Beirne, senior musical
theater major, who plays the lead role. “Two
servants mistake him for the most brilliant
doctor in the world and, after beating him
with a stick, Sganarelle just goes with it and
hilarity ensues.”
The play is directed by Carter Gill, who
was asked by Rider to come and direct a
show after teaching a workshop to theater
students last year.
Beirne was ecstatic with the decision to
bring Gill on board and enjoyed being in
rehearsal with him.
“Our director Carter Gill is a pleasure to
work with,” Beirne said. “His mix of professional and organized fun makes the whole
experience of performing this play a thrill.
He helps you embrace the goofy, more fun
side of yourself.”
When deciding what play to select for this
IDER’S production

semester’s show, Gill put a lot of thought
into what audiences would enjoy.
“I read and went through a lot of
comedies I was familiar with,” said Gill. “I
reached out to my mentor and good friend,
Chris Bayes, and said, ‘These are the plays
I’m thinking of, what do you think?’ and he
said, ‘What about my play?’”
According to Gill, it was the only play
that he found himself laughing out loud to,
making it the best choice for him to bring to
the stage.
As a guest director, Gill was not familiar
with the talent available at Rider and was
thrilled to work with the actors he cast for
his production.
“It’s been really lovely,” he said. “They’re
all game-to-play, super alive, and they’re
very comfortable with what I pursue a lot,
which is dipping into chaos. And they’re all
really about that.”
For Gill, the play is about the pursuit of
fun and love. A Doctor in Spite of Himself is
written specifically for mature audiences,
portraying sexual situations, crude humor
and harsh language. However, it is sure to
bring a lot of laughs.
As for life lessons, Gill says that audiences
will learn that “laughter is nice, and that
we shouldn’t take ourselves so seriously, and
that the more they have fun, the more others
have fun. Hopefully the audience will have
as much fun as the actors are having.”
Beirne concurs with Gill’s sentiments.
“Audiences can expect a night of gutbusting laughter,” he said. “The show is
something to make you smile for the next
few days.”

A Doctor in Spite of Himself centers on Sganarelle, who is played by John Beirne. Kelly Prendergast, left, and Mary Foster join the cast, with Prendergast as M. Robert and Angel and with Foster as Lucinde.

A Doctor In Spite of Himself performances in the Bart Luedeke Center Theater:
From left, Mark De la Rosa plays Lucas and Thibaut and Justin Giachetti portrays Valere.

PRE VIE W

Spooktacular promises haunts and surprises
TTENTION ghouls,

goblins and zombies alike:
Come and party on Oct. 29.
That is the message from the Student
Government Association (SGA), which is
excited to be hosting this year’s “Spooktacular: Take It
to the Grave,” an event that will be filled with insane
costumes, ghost tours and mystery.
“I hope students gain a safe and fun environment
to celebrate Halloween,” said Allie Koury, SGA president. “It’s going to be a great time filled with food,
dancing and a few surprises.”
This event is one that will encompass the many
traditions that go along with the haunting holiday.
“The great holiday of Halloween inspired this
event, but we have also done the event before. We
wanted to provide it again for all of our students so
they can enjoy something throughout the week before
the weekend festivities begin,” said Alexis Bonamassa,
a junior who
is coordinator
of the event. “I
believe the students are going
to have a lot of
fun. There are
many different aspects to
the event, and
many things
you can do, so
I hope everyone’s expectations are met.”
The night will start off eerily with ghost tours
around campus to uncover the dearly departed still
amongst us. Ghost tours take off from the terrace
of the BLC at 8 p.m., and the party is set to start at
9. The Cavalla Room will be unrecognizable, transformed by the hosts to fit the theme of the night,
“Take It to the Grave.” Food and sweets will be

‘‘

available and DJ Avi will provide the music entertainment for the night. The event is free.
Students who come dressed in costume to the
event could win one of the night’s costume contests.
Members of SGA will also be joining in the fun by
attending in costume. Winners will be chosen by
the judges, who are SGA members, and the prizes
will remain a surprise until the reveal of the contest
winners.
“There will be the standard individual costume
contest as we did last year, but this year we are providing another outlet to showcase creativity,” said SGA
Organizational Affairs Team (OAT) leader John
Mancini. “We are having a group contest as well as a
Greek contest, so grab your friends and come dressed
to impress.”
There will be a photo booth at the party, giving
attendees the ability to capture the night with their
friends.
A Halloween
party needs a
little mystery,
so in honor of
that tradition,
Spooktacular
will be having a
super-secret special performance.
Allie Koury, SGA President
“I can’t give
too much away,
but it will definitely be a thrill
to watch,” said Bonamassa.
With its many haunts and mysterious surprises,
the committee is unanimous in saying that this year’s
Spooktacular is an event that should not be missed.
“I hope that students come out and enjoy themselves,” said senior graphic design major and public
relations chair of OAT Bridget McAlinden. “Everyone
on SGA has worked really hard since the start of the

I hope students gain a safe and fun environment
to celebrate Halloween. It’s going to be a great
time filled with food, dancing and a few surprises.”


Nov. 1 —2 p.m.
Nov. 1 — 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 2 — 2 p.m.

TUDENTS may

SGA’s “Spooktacular: Take it to the Grave” event will take place in
two parts: ghost tours will start on the BLC terrace at 8 p.m. and
the party will follow in the Cavalla Room at 9. The event will take
place on Oct. 29.
semester to make sure this event is even better than
last year’s Spooktacular.”
Additional reporting by Tara DeLorenzo and Danielle
Gittleman.

Reserve tickets by calling 609-896-7775
or by visiting rider.edu/arts.

Rider students volunteer to lead
preschoolers in pumpkin patch
S
By Emily Klingman

Facebook.com/RiderSGA

A

By Esther Folaranmi

Oct. 29 — 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 30 — 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 31 — 7:30 p.m.

have wondered why children were
running and playing on the Campus Green last
Friday morning, Oct. 24. At-risk preschoolers of
Mill Hill Child and Family Development program
in Trenton came to Rider to spend some time outside.
The Bonner Community Scholars hosted this
event. Katharine Jaworski, the environmental impact
intern for the Bonner Scholars program, believed it
was a positive experience for the kids.
“It was a good time for them to get outside, they
don’t normally get to run around,” said Jaworski.
Titled “Story Time in the Pumpkin Patch,” the
event featured student volunteers who read the book
How Many Seeds in a Pumpkin by Margaret McNamara
and engaged the children in other pumpkin-related
activities. They explored pumpkins with their tactile
senses by placing their hands into pumpkin guts and
holding the seeds.
“The kids were very enthusiastic, the teachers and
kids really enjoyed it,” Jaworski said.
Chelsea Jenkins, urban educator coordinator within
the Bonner Community Scholars, felt the event was a
huge success, and praised the volunteers who helped
make the event possible. Volunteers for the event
included participants from Rider Serves, Bonner
Community Scholars, and other students who were
acting independently.
“We had a wonderful turnout of volunteers with a
majority of volunteers having a science or education
background,” said Jenkins.
The children also picked pumpkins from the
Campus Green that were grown in Rider’s own community garden. Volunteers helped pick the pumpkins
and assisted in the painting and decorating process.
Teachers from Mill Hill acknowledged that this was
a rare treat for the children, and they were pleased

Emily Kelley/The Rider News

R

By Kimberly Ortiz

Photos by Emily Kelley/The Rider News

PRE VIE W

At-risk preschoolers of the Mill Hill Child and Development
program were helped by volunteers from Rider Serves, the Bonner
Scholar Program and other organizations during “Story Time in the
Pumpkin Patch.”
with the kids’ enthusiasm.
“They said that since the children were from
Trenton, most do not have the opportunity or the
luxury of something as simple as sitting and placing
their hands in the grass,” said Jenkins. “Through this

event the students were able to experience and learn
more about fall and nature than they would have in
the classroom setting.”
Volunteers also led the children in autumn and
Halloween songs, and helped them collect leaves from
around the Campus Green to complete a leaf-rubbing
craft activity.
The idea for this event came from Joan Liptrot,
assistant director of campus life, and Jenkins. They
specifically chose Mill Hill and its students based on
their level of need.
Jenkins wanted to hold this event coinciding with
Make a Difference Day, the national day of service so
they “could cater to and serve the youngest Trenton
population.”
There are also plans to hold a similar event in the
spring, especially after hearing the comments that the
children lack exposure to nature.
It will be “similar to the pumpkin event and hopefully on a larger scale in the spring at the community
garden,” Jenkins said.
The idea right now is to “have them paint their
own plants, and we’re going to teach them about compost, plant care and whatnot,” Jaworski said.
Jenkins believes both the students and volunteers
from Rider gained a lot from this event.
“The volunteers gained real-life, practical experience, helping manage and facilitate tasks to preschool children, which I’m sure they learned can be
extremely challenging,” said Jenkins. “Rider students
who did not participate in the event also gained a bit
of excitement and happiness on a gloomy morning.”
Jenkins also added that she later found out the app
Yik Yak “was full of comments about the Mill Hill
children and about how Rider students wished they
were out playing with the children.”
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FROM THE EDITOR

Don’t let mischief
sour Halloween

S

IFTING through sugar, clothed
in creative costumes, Rider
students will surely enjoy Halloween this coming Friday. No
matter your age, this holiday signifies playful fun and, of course, bags
and bags of candy. However, as time
passes, it seems that the innocence of
Halloween drifts away with the years.
In some circles, Halloween has
evolved into a different day, an
excuse for behavior that is generally
discouraged. The holiday comes
with an air of eeriness and fear,
but these ideas come from tradition. Halloween is rooted in ancient
Celtic ideas. The Celts, who celebrated their new year on Nov. 1,
believed that the lines between the
living and dead blur on the night
of Halloween. While this holiday
has spooky roots, there remains no
reason for fear-inciting, inappropriate behavior on this holiday.
The evening prior to Halloween
is often referred to as Mischief
Night. On this night, individuals
prowl the streets, playing pranks
and vandalizing buildings. On the
surface, it may not seem as though
these actions hold much potential
for danger. But in 2009, two adults
in Trenton were arrested for selling
cocaine on Mischief Night. One
17-year-old was arrested for aggravated assault, and 31 other teenagers
were also arrested, all on the same
night before Halloween. Mischief
Night is simply another reason for
individuals to wreak havoc on neighborhoods and instill fear.
However, this behavior does not
always cease the next night. Last
Halloween, according to ABC News
online, a 12-year-old boy from
Pennsylvania reportedly found a
razor blade in a package of M&M’s.
There is no logical reason for a
child’s candy to have a weapon in
its packaging, other than someone simply trying to hurt another
person. On any other day, children
can feel free to consume their candy
with glee. However, on Halloween,
children are taught to follow a set of
instructions before even thinking of
eating their sugary treats. They must
inspect their candy and then pass
it along to their parents to inspect.
Halloween is the only day of the
year when anyone is afraid of what
is in a candy wrapper.
This holiday has also strayed from
an innocent childhood holiday in a
more raunchy way. Popular costume
stores such as Party City hold more
than witch and ghost costumes.

Costumes manufactured for women
include the “naughty school girl” or
the “sexy nip-tuck nurse.” While no
one should be shamed for her fashion choices, this is mostly what Party
City and other stores have to offer
women. Young girls and women are
encouraged to wear as little as possible on Halloween. Outfits no longer need to be innovative or reflect
one’s interests – they simply need to
expose a lot of skin.
College students may also seek
more indulgent forms of fun this
Halloween. Many parties will
include alcohol, aptly timed on a
Friday evening. Students are likely
to take advantage of this holiday,
utilizing it as an excuse to drink
and behave wildly. While fun may
accompany the presence of alcohol,
so may accidents.
Halloween, our childhood
night of candy and laughter, has
transformed into something very
different. This evening and its connotations do not have to change just
because our ages do. Just because
we are older does not mean we have
to force the holiday to “age” with
us. Maturity does not come with
inappropriate behavior or revealing
clothing.
Allow Halloween to stand as
it always has. Let the evening be
about fun and excitement. It is time
we stop taking the innocence from
a holiday that is not only for us,
but primarily for children. Do not
pull pranks that can harm another
person. Dress up, but not in a way
that you may feel pressured to. Do
not allow Halloween to become an
excuse for behavior we typically
denounce.
Whether your night is coated in
sugar or brightened by a party, enjoy
a night of fun and fear without
frightening anyone else.
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Creating cheap,
crafty costumes
ALLOWEEN is

right around the
corner and I’m sure most of us
are scrambling around trying to
figure out what to be. The question is: How can you stand out this Halloween? Better yet, how can you stand
out without spending an astronomical
amount of money for one night? For
college students, we want to dress to
impress in the least expensive way possible. The classic fallbacks are the pumpkin, ghost, witch or vampire, but you
are bound to run into duplicates. With
so many things happening in the media
and the world today, there is a plethora
of options to choose from.
If anyone is a child at heart, there
is huge inspiration from Disney’s hit
movie “Frozen.” Throw a blue dress
on and pull your hair up in a nice side

Opinion
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braid and be Elsa, or wear all white,
put some creative face makeup on and
be the friendly snowman Olaf that
everyone loves. It is even easier to dress
up as Mickey or Minnie Mouse with a
red pair of pants or skirt, a black top,
and some black mouse ears.
Popular in the ’80s and ’90s, the
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles are
back in the spotlight. Find an old Ninja
Turtle T-Shirt, or wear all green with
a colored bandana for your face and a
belt. You are good to go.
With so many events and scandals
happening in pop culture, you can
dress up as your favorite celebrity.
Miley Cyrus’s “Wrecking Ball” music
video was a huge
controversy
SEE COSTUMES
PAGE 9
for comedians
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Tips for a spooky
but safe night

ALLOWEEN is a time of year to get
creative with your costumes. The
next best thing is the free candy
(with a side of multiple sugar
rushes and crashes). It is also a time
where safety is scarce or just thrown out
the window. People can forget to take
safety precautions while trick-or-treating
or attending a Halloween party because
of the overwhelming excitement. But
ensuring a safe and fun night is easy.
If you are going trick-or-treating,
go in pairs or in a large group. Being
with friends will make the night more
enjoyable and also provide a safety
cushion in case something happens
or someone goes missing. There have
been horror stories of individuals being
kidnapped or killed because they were
alone. People craving conflict fear large
groups because of the risk of being
caught.
Do not go to areas that are unfamiliar because it can end badly. Establish a
rendezvous point just in case someone
splits from the group. If that cannot
be done, then make sure everyone has
each others’ numbers so they can be
easily reached. Most importantly, if
anyone has that bad gut feeling, trust
that feeling and do not take a chance.
If trick-or-treating is not your style,
then a Halloween party is always
an option. If you are over 21 and

attending a party where drinks will be
provided, do not drink and drive. It is
not worth the risk posed to yourself and
those on the road. Get the app Uber,
which connects you to a car service, call
a taxi, plan a designated driver, or just
have someone drop you off and pick
you up.
When attending parties, go where
you know the hosts, not just some
random house. If no one in your group
wants to go to a party, then have your
own and ensure your guests’ safety by
having them stay over. Do not let them
drive home.
If at a party, remember to always
keep an eye on your drink. Be wary of
drinking punch or any drinks that you
didn’t make yourself. It could be easy
for someone to slip something in your
drink and for you to end up in a bad
situation. Always pay attention to your
drink and what you are consuming.
Halloween is an exciting time of the
year to become anyone for a day. But it
can be dangerous if the proper precautions aren’t taken. Be aware of what is
happening and prepare for the worst,
just to be safe. Most importantly, enjoy
the night and eat all the free candy.
Enjoy it because you only live once.
-Ranjan Ghate
Senior public relations major

A

Opinion

Finding frightful
fun in college

S we get older, celebrating Halloween like we did as children
may seem juvenile. Halloween is
associated with trick-or-treating,
an activity that many students our age
feel too old to partake in. However, Halloween can be a holiday full of potential fun if we explore all aspects of the
spookiest day of the year.
There is no shame in grabbing a
pillow case and joining the youth for
some treats. It is the only time of the
year that people are willing to give endless amounts of free candy to strangers.
If you do happen to be self-conscious
of your mature appearance, there are
other memorable ways to celebrate
Halloween without trick-or-treating.
This Halloween, Rider will be offering a ton of spooky activities. On Oct.
29, there will be a Rider Halloween
party sponsored by the Student
Government Association which will be
from 9 - 11 p.m in the Cavalla Room.
Rider has reported paranormal activity
in specific buildings on campus. Ghost
tours will explore these areas in search
for any paranormal entities haunting
our campus and will begin at 8 p.m.,
prior to the party.
Horror films are especially popular
this time of the year, with new thrillers being released every day. AMC
will be featuring a special Halloween

marathon. Classic horror films will be
playing every day this week, so snuggle
up and tune in.
Six Flags Great Adventure’s annual
Fright Fest is a great way to catch
some scares. Fright by Night includes
haunted houses, attractions, shows and,
of course, thrilling amusement rides.
Eastern State Penitentiary, home of
America’s No. 1 haunted attraction and
most historic prison, is featuring Terror
Behind the Walls. The evening includes
a walking tour of the penitentiary,
riot escapes, and exposure to frightening incidents that have taken place all
throughout the prison.
Whether it’s carving a pumpkin, eating M&Ms or wearing an overload of
black eyeliner, get into the Halloween
spirit. If you feel like being rebellious
and visiting off-campus Halloween
thrills, there are local events available.
Don’t throw your Halloween spirit out
with your old costumes.
-Mary-Lyn Buckley
Freshman journalism major

GREEN CORNER

Shedding light on the creatures of the night

Y

OU are

walking back to your dorm after night
class on the eve of Halloween and this corner of
the campus is dark and eerily quiet. You hasten
your pace, rushing to the next street lamp, but
feeling as though it’s becoming more distant. Suddenly,
a black creature swoops past your head and you panic,
letting out a shriek and running faster than ever before.
If any Rider students have this experience, there’s
no need to be frightened. New Jersey is home to nine
species of bats, and not a single one is looking to suck
your blood.
Actually, you won’t find a vampire bat anywhere in
the United States. New Jersey’s bats are insectivores,
and a single bat can eat thousands of bugs in one
night. These creatures play a vital role in controlling
diseases — by eating mosquitos that spread Lyme disease — and protecting crops and other plant life from
pesky critters like stink bugs, caterpillars and beetles.
In fact, a recent study in Science magazine revealed
that bats save the U.S. agricultural industry up to $53
billion each year. Without bats, farmers would need to
invest in expensive pesticides in order to fend off pests
that eat and damage crops. Americans would also
be consuming even higher levels of pesticides than
they already are, which the Environmental Protection
Agency states can result in complications such as cancer, birth defects and nerve damage.

Bats are also vital to plant life around the world
and ensure that we have delicious fruit to eat yearround by pollinating flowers and distributing seeds.
According to the United States Department of
Agriculture Forest Service, bats assist in the pollination of over 300 species of fruit including mangoes,
bananas and guavas. The shelves of our supermarkets
would be empty without these creatures of the night.
Another benefit that bats offer plant life worldwide is nutrients. Guano, or bat feces, is an excellent fertilizer that offers high amounts of minor and
trace minerals, nitrogen and phosphorus that help
plants thrive, according to bettervegetablegardening.
com. Gardeners can even buy buckets of guano, but
protecting the bat population is a cost-free way to help
grow delicious fruits and vegetables.
However, this fight to protect bats has proven to be
challenging in recent years. Our agricultural industry may soon face challenging and expensive hurdles
unless we take action to save bats from a deadly
disease called White-nose Syndrome (WNS). WNS is
wiping out bats across the country and is particularly
pushing the little brown bat frighteningly close to
extinction. WNS is a fungal disease that targets bats
during hibernation, spreading through colonies as
they sleep the winter away. The Conserve Wildlife of
New Jersey reports that approximately 6 million bats

Costumes
CONT’D FROM P. 9

and reporters all over the world. It can be super-simple to recreate this controversial
topic in a costume. The big blockbuster Wolf of Wall Street was a raunchy comedy
that may have rubbed some the wrong way but also won others over. Dress up as a
well-off stockbroker in New York City this Halloween.
Old famous icons are always a classic option such as Rosie the Riveter, who
represented women working in factories during World War II. With a white top hat,
blue jacket, red bow tie, and that famous finger pointing, anyone can play the role
of America’s Uncle Sam.
Then there are always the fallback options that everyone knows and loves.

have already met their death due to WNS, and further
declines in population are expected this winter.
Bats are also threatened by the destruction of their
habitats — many bats rest in trees — and the disturbance of their hibernation, often in caves, during
winter months. Bats are commonly noticed around
this time of year because they are out and about,
searching for and stocking up on food and body fat to
prepare for hibernation, much like bears do. If people
or other animals that venture into their dens disturb
the bats, they use up their stored energy and, when
hungry, venture off into the cold winter nights to find
that there are no insects left to fill their stomachs. Left
with no food, they are dying off at alarming rates.
A similar phenomenon is caused by WNS, which
infects hibernating bats and makes them restless, disturbing other bats in the den and causing widespread
starvation and death. Scientists are fighting to stop this
disease before it wipes bat species off of our planet
forever and devastates our agricultural industry.
As you take in the bats with bloody fangs that
adorn homes and stores this fall, be sure to remember
the bright side to bats and their importance to life as
we know it.
-Sarah Bergen
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Popping the lenses out of glasses with a piece of tape, a collared shirt and suspenders always makes a great nerd. Dress up as a “big kid” and throw on a onesie or
kid-looking pajamas with a ribbon in your hair. A little bit of white face paint can
go a long way to create a mime or a spooky ghoul.
Halloween can still be that fun and exciting holiday you were jumping up and
down for as a kid. No one is ever too old to dress up for Halloween. Any costume is
possible even without spending a lot of money. Who knows, maybe you can dress up
as the Rider Bronc this year.
-Hayley Fahey
Freshman journalism major
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Fire on ice: Seven wins in first 10
T
HE club hockey team swept its two-game homestand last weekend, defeating TCNJ on Oct. 24
and Maryland on Oct. 25.
The Broncs (7-3) hosted crosstown rival
TCNJ at the Louck’s Ice Arena in a battle for local
bragging rights. Senior goaltender Nate Kholodenko
made 22 saves en route to a 2-0 shutout. The following night, Maryland made the trip to Lawrenceville
and was not welcomed warmly. A 3-goal performance
by freshman forward Chris Johnson gave the Broncs a
6-3 win over the Terrapins.
Louck’s, in Lawrenceville, “is home” to both Rider
and TCNJ, and fans from both schools packed the
rink for the contest. Both teams had an early power
play but were not able to convert. Senior forward Pete
Malamud beat the Lions goaltender late in the first,
but the goal was waved off, leaving the first period
scoreless.
In the second period, the Broncs displayed their
lack of discipline with four penalties. Because of a
great outing by Kholodenko, Rider killed off every
man advantage TCNJ had.
Head Coach Sean Levin believes the Broncs need
to cut back on the penalties to continue their success.
“We definitely have to play with a nasty side, but
we can’t take it to a level where it’s going to harm our
team,” said Levin. “We’ve let some teams stick around
in games because of penalties. Thankfully, Nate and
the penalty-killing unit didn’t allow it to come back
and bite us.”
At the end of the second period, the score still
remained 0-0, a first for Rider this year.
An early penalty against the Broncs set up a penalty kill in the third. Despite being a man down, the
Broncs sustained pressure and kept possession. After a
turnover, Johnson was able to slip one past the TCNJ
goalie for a short-handed goal and a 1-0 lead.
Soon after, senior forward Chris Daley beat the
TCNJ goalie again. Senior forward Pat Grilli, who has
a point in every game this season, was credited with
the assist to make it a 2-0 game.
“Once we got the first goal we just kept going and
wearing TCNJ down,” Daley said. “On my goal the
pass from Grilli was perfect, as usual, so I just had to

Neil Davis/The Rider News

By Brandon Scalea

Senior forward Pat Grilli has had a point in every game this season, including an assist in the 2-0 win over TCNJ on Oct. 24.
tap it in.”
Rider took a couple more late penalties but the
Lions were not able to capitalize. The horn sounded
and the Broncs celebrated the 2-0 win.
The team looked to keep the momentum the following night hosting Maryland. The Terrapins struck
early, beating Kholodenko for a 1-0 lead.
The Broncs answered right back. A hooking penalty gave them the power play and Johnson scored to
tie it at one. Just like the night before, several Rider
penalties threatened to cost them, but Kholodenko
and the penalty-killing unit kept points off the board.
After a pair of coincidental penalties, Johnson scored
his third goal in two games and Rider took a 2-1 lead
to the locker room.
Maryland was able to tie the game at two early in
the second, but sent two men to the penalty box soon
after. Following another set of coincidental minor penalties, freshman forward John Martino fed sophomore
Larry Walker, who put it home for a 3-2 lead.
At the 16:57 mark of the second, junior forward
Andrew Heinz joined the action for the two-goal lead.

Moments later, Rider struck again to make it 5-2,
thanks to a goal by senior forward Luke Liddell.
The Terrapins pulled within two goals in the opening minute of the third period, but Kholodenko stood
tall for the remainder of the game. With just under
two minutes left in regulation, Maryland pulled its
goalie for the extra skater. Johnson, eyeing the hat
trick, found the empty net for his third goal, capping a
6-3 win.
“Getting a hat trick is probably the greatest feeling,” Johnson said. “I think with all the freshmen playing really well it gives high hopes for the future years.”
The Broncs will attempt to continue their winning
ways in Glassboro, N.J., next week as they take on one
of their biggest rivals, Rowan.
“We know this team,” Levin said. “This team is
always a playoff contender and we have to go down
there with a bit of a chip on our shoulder. We are the
underdogs, for sure.”

FIELD HOCKE Y

Tight conference race after trip to Connecticut

T

By Brandon Scalea
HE field

hockey team continued conference play
last weekend with a road trip to Connecticut,
splitting games against Quinnipiac on Oct. 24
and Sacred Heart on Oct. 26.
In Hamden, Conn., the Broncs (9-7, 2-1 MAAC)
won in overtime against the Bobcats
(6-10, 2-2 MAAC). Junior back Melyssa Alonso
ended the game with a goal 5:41 into overtime for the
victory.
Rider needed to win in comeback fashion, however.
With 20 minutes left in regulation, Quinnipiac had a
penalty corner. The Bobcats’ senior forward Danielle
Allan was able to beat the Broncs’ junior goalkeeper
Joelle Prettyman on a rebound to give the Bobcats a
1-0 lead.
After falling behind, Rider looked to build up
the pressure and find an opportunity to get one past
the Quinnipiac goalie. With 5:34 remaining in the
game, the Broncs had a penalty corner of their own.
Sophomore midfielder Melissa Cunningham was able
to find senior back Dezarae Fillmyer, who cashed in
and put Rider on the board. This tied the match at
one and sent the contest into overtime.
Alonso, who has two game winning goals this season already, found the back of the net in overtime to
give Rider its 17th win over Quinnipiac in the past 28
showdowns between the two.
On Oct. 26, the Broncs traveled to Fairfield, Conn.,
for a contest against Sacred Heart. The Pioneers (9-7,
3-1 MAAC) gave Rider its first conference loss of the
season, 2-1 in an evenly matched game. It was Sacred
Heart’s first win over Rider since 2006.
Just 6:02 into the game, Sacred Heart’s junior

midfielder Liz Bergman put the home team on the
board early. The 1-0 lead wouldn’t last long, however,
as Rider responded quickly.
Just five minutes later, Fillmyer tied the game off a
penalty stroke. It was her fifth goal of the season off
a penalty stroke and sixth overall. Fillmyer credits her
teammates for consistently setting up scoring opportunities for her.
“Without them working hard to find me on the
field or get a corner, I wouldn’t have the opportunity
to get points on the board,” Fillmyer said.
With 2:59 left in the first half, Bergman struck
again for the Pioneers. Prettyman stopped her initial
shot, but Bergman was able to put in the rebound.
The goal would prove to be the difference maker.
Rider battled in the second half but could not find
the net. The 2-1 win for Sacred Heart snapped Rider’s
nine-game winning streak against them.
Head Coach Lori Hussong hopes that the team is
able to shake off the loss.
“We need to regroup after our loss to Sacred
Heart and find a way to improve,” Hussong said. “We
know we have the talent to secure a playoff spot in
November.”
Currently, Rider is tied for second in the MAAC
with Monmouth. The top position is held by Sacred
Heart, which sits a game ahead of both teams.
Rider will continue its quest for the MAAC title
when it hosts Bryant at Ben Cohen Field on Oct. 31,
followed by Siena on Nov. 2. This two-game conference homestand will be the final games for the Broncs
this season.
Hussong feels both will be a good test for the
Broncs as the postseason approaches.

“These are going to be two very tough opponents,”
she said. “If we can stay with our game plan and continue to improve we will reach our goal for the year.”
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2014-15 women’s basketball predictions
seeing three seniors graduate after
the championship season, including
leading-scorer Emma O’Connor, the
Red Foxes’ 10-time MAAC Champion
Head Coach Brian Giorgis will keep
his team towards the top of the
conference.

F

By Thomas Regan
OLLOWING a 2013-14 season that
ended with Marist winning its 10th
MAAC championship in the last
13 years, several top teams watched
vital pieces of their squad graduate,
which will lead to a conference shake-up
this year. Here is my prediction for how
the 2014-15 season will finish.

1. Iona (last season: 26-6, 18-2
MAAC)
Key Player: Senior guard Damika
Martinez
In her junior season, Martinez led
Iona and the MAAC in scoring with
24.9 ppg, good for eighth in the nation.
In addition, she was named MAAC
Player of the Year, Metropolitan
Basketball Writers’ Association
(MBWA) Division I Player of the Year,
as well as selected to the All-MAAC
First Team. Martinez will again team
up with junior center Joy Adams, who
grabbed 14 rebounds per game in the
2013-14 season.
2. Marist (27-7, 18-2 MAAC)
Key Player: Junior forward
Madeline Blais
Marist was without a premier scoring threat such as Iona’s Martinez,
but had players who could score from
all over the court. As a result, the
team finished second in the conference and went on to win the MAAC
Championship in 2014. In her sophomore campaign, Blais made the AllMAAC second team and was named
to the MAAC All-Academic team after
averaging 12.9 points, 4 rebounds
and 1.2 assists per game. Despite

3. Quinnipiac (21-13, 14-6 MAAC)
Key Player: Senior guard Jasmine
Martin
After finishing fourth in the conference, Quinnipiac was able to fight its
way to the MAAC finals before losing
to Marist 70-66. While the Bobcats
were able to play that far into the
tournament because of the strong play
of their senior Brittany Mcquain, the
team will have Martin return to help
carry the load. Last season, Martin led
the team with 15.1 points, 3.5 rebounds
and 1.4 assists per game. Quinnipiac
will depend on Martin to vault the
team into another top-four finish.
4. Canisius (13-17, 9-11 MAAC)
Key Player: Senior guard Kayla
Hoohuli
Canisius made it to the quarterfinals
in the 2013-14 MAAC tournament and
saw Hoohuli score a career-high 23
points on one of the biggest stages of
her career. Her stat-line for the season
read 10.8 points, 3.2 rebounds and 1.6
assists per game. Hoohuli also flashed
her defensive potential with a teamhigh of 33 steals last season. Now a
senior, Hoohuli was named the team
captain and will look to push Canisius
up into the top four.
5. Rider (15-17, 9-11 MAAC)
Key Player: Redshirt junior guard
Emily Fazzini
Despite a sixth-place finish in the
MAAC, Rider was able to make it
to the MAAC Championship semifinals because of the shooting prowess
of MyNeshia McKenzie. However,
McKenzie graduated and the Broncs
will need to find a way to replace her.
Fazzini could be that answer. She lost
most of last season to an ankle injury,

but in the first four games she played,
Fazzini averaged 9.8 points, 3 rebounds
and 1.6 assists per game. If Fazzini can
stay healthy and improve those numbers slightly, she could help bring the
Broncs back to a top-six position. She
will not have to do it alone, as redshirt
senior guard Lashay Banks put up 8.5
points, 3.7 and 1 assist per game.
6. Niagara (10-20, 8-12 MAAC)
Key Player: Sophomore forward
Victoria Rampado
Niagara was on the outside looking in for most of the 2013-14 season.
They won their fair share of conference games, but with only one senior,
the Purple Eagles failed to impress.
This season, Niagara will have five
seniors, including senior guard Meghan
McGuinness, who was second on
the team with 12.9 ppg last season.
However, Rampado is the most intriguing player on the team, whose play
could vault Niagara into the top six.
In only nine starts as a freshman, the
forward averaged 8.9 points and 5.4
rebounds per game.
7. Fairfield (22-11, 15-5 MAAC)
Key Player: Junior guard Kristin
Schatzlein
Fairfield finished third in the MAAC
in the 2013-14 season, but saw its three
top scorers graduate that spring. While
the Stags earned a first-round bye in
the MAAC tournament, they were
knocked out in the quarterfinals by the
sixth seed, Rider. Without an impact
senior, the Stags will look towards their
junior Schatzlein, who averaged 9.7
points, 4.5 rebounds and 2.8 assists per
game, to get them back to the playoffs.
Serving as the leader of her team in
only her junior season, Schatzlein may
find it difficult to repeat last season’s
magic, but should play well enough to
help Fairfield finish near the middle of
the conference.
8. Siena (9-22, 3-17 MAAC)
Key Player: Senior guard Tehresa
Coles

Siena was able to win its only
MAAC Championship game by blowing out Manhattan 87-66, and Coles’
16 points led the offensive explosion.
Coming off a junior season in which
she totaled 10.8 points, 5.7 rebounds
and 1.7 assists per game, Coles will
bring a more experienced style of play
this season, which should help the
Saints improve on their 10th-place finish in the MAAC.
9. Manhattan (9-21, 8-12 MAAC)
Key Player: Junior forward Shayna
Ericksen
Manhattan found some success in
the MAAC, but failed to impress in the
tournament as the Jaspers were blown
out by Siena in the first round. The
team will try their best to forget that
game, as they will look for Ericksen to
improve on the 9.6 points, 6 rebounds
and 0.8 assists per game she tallied
last season. If they are going to avoid
a repeat of last season, the Jaspers will
rely on the junior to step up her game.
10. St. Peter’s (3-27, 2-18 MAAC)
Key Player: Antonia Smith
St. Peter’s completed its 2013-14
season in dead last in the MAAC
with only two conference wins. After
watching its leading scorer graduate,
the Peacocks are in for another rough
season. However, senior guard Antonia
Smith, who scored 9.4 ppg in her
junior season, will be able to keep the
team from finishing last again.
11. Monmouth (8-25, 6-14 MAAC)
Key Player Junior guard Jasmine
Walker
Monmouth was an interesting team
last year, managing to win six conference games. It will certainly make
matters worse that the Hawks lost their
leading scorer, Chevannah Paalvast.
Walker should be able to improve on
her 7.4 points, 5.1 rebounds and 1
assist per game. However, it is hard to
see the Hawks finishing much better
than St. Peter’s, and will likely do worse
in the 2014-15 season.

MEN’S SOCCER

Contention for first as soccer season winds down

T

By Carlos Toro
HE men’s soccer team beat St. Peter’s 4-0 on Oct.
22 and Siena 6-1 on Oct. 25 to move into a tie for
first place with Iona, marking the first time the
team defeated Siena since 2004.
Head Coach Charlie Inverso was impressed with
the Broncs’ (8-5-2, 5-3 MAAC) performance on the
offensive side of the ball against the Saints.
“Siena has a lot of tall guys, so our goal was to
break them down with a lot of short passes,” Inverso
said. “I didn’t expect us to score first so quickly in the
game.”
Freshman forward Jose Aguinaga scored in the
second minute off of a break away and an assist from
sophomore forward Zach Bond.
Rider doubled its lead in the 14th minute when
junior forward Florian Valot’s header bounced off the
turf and over the Siena goalkeeper’s head. It was his
seventh goal of the season.
Despite falling down 2-0 early in the game, the
Saints didn’t give up and started putting a lot of pressure on the Broncs’ defense. Siena eventually cut the
lead to one when sophomore midfielder Uros Antic
scored off of a cross. Siena seemed to be in a good
position to potentially make a comeback, but in the

35th minute junior forward Tom Allen received his
second yellow card of the game and was ejected, leaving Siena with 10 players on the field for the rest of
the game.
Rider took advantage on the ensuing free kick
taken by sophomore Christian Flath when junior back
Sonimi Halliday headed the ball into the back of the
net to give Rider a 3-1 lead. They scored again in the
43rd minute when junior forward Justin Veltri scored
off of an assist by Valot. Offensively, the Broncs were
efficient in the first half, scoring four times on six shots
while they held Siena to only three shots.
Rider opened the second half with a 47th minute
goal as sophomore back Warren Holmes headed the
ball from a corner kick to make it 5-1 in favor of the
Broncs. The final score came in the 72nd minute
when Aguinaga scored off of a steal.
Walsh acknowledges the Broncs’ growth and maturity from last year to this year.
“This team is similar to last year’s,” Walsh said.
“The difference between last year and this year is that
all the freshmen that are playing are sophomores now.
Everyone has an extra year under their belt. Guys
like Zach have been playing well, Adrien Huss and
Christian as well. It’s a big step forward for our team.”

Rider’s six goals are the most scored in a game this
season and pushed the Broncs to second in the NCAA
in goals per game with 2.53.
When they beat St. Peter’s (3-12, 1-6 MAAC) 4-0
on Oct. 22, Bond scored his first career hat trick in the
59th minute when he got a cross from Aguinaga and
scored. He also scored in the 17th and 57th minutes.
Despite what seemed to be a blowout, St. Peter’s
gave Rider a lot to handle. Sophomore goalkeeper
David Pastuna had six saves in the game, five of them
coming in the second half. St. Peter’s outshot Rider
18-4 for the game.
Rider will face off against Monmouth (6-3-5, 2-1-4
MAAC) on Oct. 29 and Marist (6-5-4, 2-5-4 MAAC)
on Nov. 1 on the road to end the regular season.
With two conference games left in the regular
season, Inverso believes they are in a good position to
compete in the MAAC tournament and potentially
host a playoff game.
“We just have to keep winning,” Inverso said.
“We want to do our best and maybe, try and get a
home playoff game and maybe even get a bye [in the
MAAC tournament] if we can.”
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TENNIS

Game, set, match on Noll’s playing career

W

By Thomas Regan

tennis career coming to a close, Alison
Noll not only had to battle an All-Academic
athlete from Drexel on Oct. 26 but also to
fight back tears through both sets.
The match would be the last time Noll would play
for Rider, and emotions got the best of her as she lost
only her second match all season to Nicole Pivonka,
by a score of 1-6, 3-6.
Head Coach Douglas Potkay explained that she
was upset about playing her final match and that
impacted her performance.
“It was sad,” Potkay said. “We played Drexel and
it didn’t go well because, I think, she was really down
on this being the last hurrah for her. I didn’t see the
intensity in that match I normally see until the second
set. But by then, I think she was somewhat emotionally drained. She was crying a bit afterwards and
Drexel is a pretty good team, so it was nothing to be
ashamed about.”
Throughout her short time as a member of the
rebuilding tennis program, Noll, a transfer from
Mercer County Community College, has been a
bright spot.
She sports a first-singles record of 16-11 in her
three-semester Rider career, and this fall she had her
best season, winning 98 games and only losing 54 en
route to 7-2 record. However, if Noll’s original tennis
plans had played out, an Atlantic 10 team would have
enjoyed her success.
Four years ago, Noll joined St. Joseph’s tennis team,
but after just one week determined she would be better off closer to home.
“I was gone for a week and I came home in the
summer of 2010,” Noll said. “I had no plans on
going to college in the fall. I had no commitments to
anywhere and my dad said, ‘What about looking into
Mercer?’”
While Noll, from Monmouth Junction, N.J., was
not a fan of the idea of going to a community college,
she decided to give
the nearby school
a shot. But after
everything that
happened with St.
Joe’s, she was no
longer interested in playing tennis.

Photos by Neil Davis/The Rider News

ITH her

Senior Alison Noll ended her Rider tennis career on Oct. 26. In her
two years as a Bronc, she compiled a 16-11 record, including a 7-2
record this past season.

“I had no intentions of joining the
tennis team,” Noll said. “I didn’t
reach out to the coach. No
one knew that I was there; I was
just focused on getting back on
track from everything that happened
over the summer. I’ve actually known the
coach from Mercer for a long time and I
finally reached out to him and I asked
if I could come to practice one day. He
still didn’t know I was at the school, he
just thought I was asking to come out
to practice, and I told him ‘Yeah, I’m
here.’”
The decision to join the Mercer team
netted immediate results for Noll,
as she won the National Junior
College Athletic Association
(NJCAA) title in her freshman year. She became the first
women’s tennis player to win the NJCAA
championship and proved that she made
the right decision. At the end of an
undefeated sophomore season, Noll
repeated as the NJCAA champion,
concluding her Mercer career with
immense success.
During that time, Noll rebuilt
her dream of playing Division I
tennis, and Rider proved to be the
best fit.
“Rider was close to home,”
Noll said. “Again, I could
commute, and it’s only like 20
minutes away. I knew they had a
good communications program,
which I’m studying, I had
the opportunity to play first
singles, so I was able to fulfill
all of those dreams of
mine after high school.”
In her first year at
Rider, Noll held only
a 9-9 record between
the fall and spring
seasons, but felt it
was easy for her to
acclimate to a new
team because of nowretired Head Coach Ed Torres’
relaxed personality.
“Coach Torres
was very laid back and he was
a fun guy,” Noll said. “He’s
been around here for 19
years, so he’s a favorite at
this school, and everybody
loves him. He was a great
guy and fun to play for. It was
more of a laid-back environment
with Coach Torres and the girls made the atmosphere
more serious and more fun.”
After Torres retired, Rider hired Head Coach
Douglas Potkay, and Noll’s record improved to 7-2 in
her final season as a Bronc. Noll credits her success to
Potkay’s desire to push his players to be the best they
can.
“Coach Potkay came in, he was very serious, down
to work,” Noll said. “‘Let’s get wins, we’re changing
the program, we’re improving it step by step.’ It was
great playing for him, with someone who’s busting my
butt every day and getting me into shape and wanting
me to win.”
Potkay believes Noll’s competitive attitude, coupled
with her hard work in practice, led to her successful
season.
“All the credit goes to her. She’s a highly competitive player in practice and in a match, especially in a
match,” Potkay said. “And she hates to lose. So, I think

‘‘

a lot of her success is when she does come to practice; she’s one of the hardest players training out
there. She’s an intense type of player and when
she goes on those tennis courts, she’s there to
win and I’m not sure how. She is a competitor,
no doubt about it.”
Being around tennis for most of her life,
Noll attributes her competitive nature to having an older brother she was always trying to
surpass.
“Growing up with my brother, I always took it
as a competition with him,” Noll said. “We went
to the same high school, so
if he won this tournament in high school,
I wanted to win that
tournament. He got
a scholarship and
I wanted to get a
scholarship. If he
played Division II, I
wanted to play Division I.”
In addition to her brother, her
dad played tennis, and the whole
family had an influence on her to gain
a love for the game early in life.
“I started playing tennis at the age
of probably five. I picked up a racquet and started in junior tennis,”
Noll said. “I probably started
competitively playing when I
was like 13-14, when I got
really serious with it.”
Despite the fact
that her family was
tennis-oriented,
her parents
never forced
the sport on
her and they
always supported whatever she
decided to
do, which
is the main
reason they
are such
important
figures in
Douglas Potkay, head coach her life.
“My
parents never pushed me to play, they weren’t like,
‘you’re playing this sport, you’re getting up to practice,’” Noll said. “If I wanted to play, I’d play. If I
wanted to put the racquet down for a few weeks, I’d
put it down. There was no forcing me to play. They
never got me to a point where I’d hate the sport.”
Now Noll will graduate in December with a record
of 16-11 as a Bronc.
She doesn’t want to leave the game and would love
to pursue coaching as a career, possibly right out of
college.
“I do love being on the court right now, not only
in terms of playing, but I do teach tennis,” she said.
“That’s what I have been doing for the last few summers. So there are tennis clubs that I’ll be reaching
out to. There are people I know that are interested
already in hiring me once the semester is over. Talking
to Coach Potkay, maybe doing some assistant coaching
for the [Rider] girls and guys in the spring.”
Potkay, who transitioned from a Rider player to a
coach himself, thinks Noll would make a great coach,
but mentions that it’s not an easy move to make.
“What better person — a competitor who knows
how to practice,” Potkay said. “She leads the players,
so I think she’d be very good at coaching. Though, she
has to scale it back a little bit because she is no longer
a player.”

She leads the players, so I think she’d be very
good at coaching. Though, she has to scale
it back a little bit because she is no longer a
player.”


