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Contract talks come to last-minute deal;
ratification process to begin next week

W

By Casey Gale
HILE students

were holding their breath last
weekend awaiting news of a faculty strike
(and possible time off from classes), administrators and union leaders were locked in
three days of negotiations. But after four months of
hard bargaining, the administration and American
Association of University Professors (AAUP) reached a
tentative contract agreement mid-afternoon on Oct. 5.
Once the AAUP and the University Board of
Trustees ratify the agreement, the contract will
be binding. The AAUP ratification meeting
will take place on Oct. 14, where Dr. Jeffrey
Halpern, AAUP chief negotiator, will present
union members with a summary of the new
contract.
While both parties admitted to making concessions in the negotiating process, they said they were
content with the resolution.
“We’ve been involved in many negotiations, and
both sides never accomplish everything they set out
to,” said Robert Stoto, associate vice president for
human resources and affirmative action, who headed
the administration’s negotiating team. “But I think
we’re satisfied, and both sides achieved the important
things.”
Halpern said that even with some compromises
made, he expects that union members will approve the
agreement.
“We reached as good an agreement as you could

without a strike,” he said. “It’s a good enough agreement to recommend, and I think once everybody sees
it, I expect we’ll have most people voting that way.”
If the union members do not approve the agreement, it would be treated as a strike vote. But according to Halpern, no one should expect a strike to
happen.
Provost DonnaJean Freeden said that in her experience, most negotiations have not been as respectful as
this one. Freeden said the administration and faculty

‘‘

Oct. 4, and an agreement appeared unlikely. On
Saturday, the Rider AAUP website posted that “the
parties are still far apart.” By 3:15 p.m. the next day,
however, negotiations had come to a close.
Though it meant going to class as scheduled,
students seemed pleased to continue getting their
money’s worth at Rider.
“It was certainly surprising to know that a strike
could happen here,” said Isabella Santa Maria, a
sophomore English-writing major. “I felt a bit indifferent about the situation. I was, however, more
concerned about the consequences of the strike
that would involve the students. I knew that
some students were complaining that we should
be getting the education that we paid for, and
that it would slow everyone down.”
Though the administration admitted that
they would have liked to finish before the contract
ended on Aug. 31, the complexities of the negotiations
made it impossible to take any shortcuts, Stoto said.
Santa Maria said that she is glad the conflict
between the two parties is over.
“I think what matters most is that the administration and the union were able to reach an agreement,”
she said.
Neither side wanted to reveal any details of the
talks or compromises made during negotitations until
the written summary is prepared.
Details of the agreement will be provided in next
week’s issue of The Rider News after ratification.

While both parties admitted to making
concessions in the negotiating process, they said
they were content with the resolution.

left the negotiations on good terms.
“I work with the faculty on a daily basis,” she said.
“I think the relationship is good and healthy.”
If union members approve the contract summary,
it will be sent to the Board of Trustees for ratification.
Then, a new contract will be written and signed.
In an email to union members on Oct. 2, President
Mordechai Rozanski expressed a desire to end discussions before a work stoppage impacted campus life.
“I believe that we all recognize that a strike will
have negative consequences for faculty, staff, administrators, and, most importantly, our students,” he said.
Signals were mixed throughout the weekend of
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Presidential candidates down to 5

T

HE SEARCH PERSISTS FOR Rider’s next president. Mike Kennedy, chair of the University
Presidential Search Committee detailed on Oct.
6 where the search stands and what steps the
university will take as the search committee narrows
down the candidates before President Mordechai
Rozanski retires next May.
“We spent the spring, summer and early fall reaching out to multiple constituencies on both campuses,”
Kennedy wrote. “We held more than 30 meetings
with faculty, staff, students, administrators, alumni,
local business leaders and political leaders.”
In the spring and summer, the university advertised the position and contacted more than 600
candidates, Kennedy said. Over 120 individuals
have been reviewed. The candidates ranged from
current and former presidents and vice presidents
from higher education, to leaders from non-profit

THIS WEEK

organizations, and business and political leaders.
Over the summer, committee members met to
conduct preliminary screenings of potential candidates and choose individuals for face-to-face
interviews. The interview process has been ongoing throughout September, and the pool has been
narrowed to five candidates. The committee is
continuing to consider references, perform background checks, and conduct second interviews. This
process is likely to continue throughout October, said
Kennedy.
Ultimately, at least two candidates will likely visit
campus, at which point members of the Rider community will get a chance to meet with them. Kennedy
said that the committee is planning for these meetings to take place in early November.
				-

Casey Gale

SECURITY BRIEFS

P R O V I D E D B Y D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C S A F E T Y V I C K I E W E AV E R

Bus bump

Hey — why were they parked
in the fire lane, anyway? On Oct.
2 at 3:02 p.m., Public Safety was
dispatched to the front of the BLC
after a male staff member was
informed by a contracted bus
driver that his bus had accidentally hit a parked universityowned vehicle. No one was in the
university vehicle at the time, and
there were no injuries. There was
visible damage to the left front
bumper of the university vehicle
and right rear of the bus.

Creepy condolences

This isn’t exactly the kind of
card one wants slipped under
his or her door at night. While
conducting a Park, Walk and Talk
of Poyda Hall on Sept. 30, Public
Safety was dispatched to one of
the rooms regarding an unusual
occurence. A male student
reported that he had found a
sympathy card under his door
that expressed condolences for
his loss, but he had not lost anyone. Public Safety has no further
information.
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Rear view

Check your mirrors before
backing up, folks. On Oct. 5 at 2:36
p.m., it was reported to Public
Safety that a student backed her
vehicle into a guest’s vehicle traveling east outside of Poyda Hall.
The student’s vehicle sustained
damage to the right rear bumper,
and the visitor’s vehicle sustained
damage on the passenger side
doors. There were no injuries.

Wednesday, October 8

Goldstein Lecture

7 p.m. - 9 p.m., BLC Theater
Khyati Joshi, associate professor at Fairleigh Dickinson University, will speak about religions, identity and
discrimination in 21st-century America.
Friday, October 10

Midnight MAACness

9:30 p.m. - 11:59 p.m., Alumni Gym
Students can meet the 2014-15 men’s and women’s
basketball team, and celebrate with performances by
the cheer and dance teams and a slam dunk contest.
Students must have a Rider ID to obtain a ticket.
Tuesday, October 14

Faculty Book Signing

6 p.m. - 8 p.m., Yvonne Theater Lobby
Faculty members will present their recently published
books Double Rhythm:Writing About Painting edited by
Deborah Rosenthal, professor of art, and A History of
American Musical Theatre: No Business Like It by Nathan
Hurwitz, professor of musical theater. Admission is
free, and light refreshments will be served. Books will be
available for purchase, cash only.

CORRECTION
Sports

A headline in the Oct. 1 issue of The Rider News read:
“Defending the Zoo with fourth home win.” Wins were
on the road, not at home. Also, Canisius’ team name
was incorrectly reported as the Golden Eagles; it should
have been the Golden Griffins.
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Chaplains bring students lessons of strength
can “come out stronger because of it.”
“Perseverance in the search for truth
leads people down paths they never
knew existed.”
Mayer became involved in campus
ministry as a college student himself,
and after graduation continued in youth
ministry in New Jersey and Maryland.
This is his first time working as a fulltime minister. As a lay chaplain, he
is not ordained to celebrate Mass, but
he will share his faith and “guide the
students in their search for God.” He is
currently working on a master’s degree
at Johns Hopkins University.
Adler, who is currently the rabbi
at Adath Israel Congregation in
Lawrenceville, is a graduate of the
Jewish Theological Seminary of
America, where he earned a master’s degree in Jewish philosophy, and
attended Columbia University where he
got his bachelor’s degree in history. He

Courtesy of Benjamin Adler

B

OTH of Rider’s newest chaplains
believe that the college experience has the potential to not only
strengthen but also challenge a
student’s beliefs, and they are eager to
play a part in leading students toward
deeper faith.
According to Rabbi Benjamin Adler,
adviser to the Rider Hillel, “One can
only develop a strong faith once it has
been tested.” Adler said he views college as such a test since students are
making their own decisions. In fact, he
said that an attraction for him in bringing his rabbinate to the college campus
is the chance to help students explore
their Jewish faith within the “great
energy and vitality” of college life.
For Bryan Mayer, Catholic campus
lay minister, the religious experience
on campus is “similar to working out.”
Like a challenging exercise, he said students whose faiths are tested in college

Emily Kelley/The Rider News

By Eva Truncellito

Rabbi Benjamin Adler, left. and lay minister Bryan Mayer are the new chaplains on campus.
said he has been influenced by the conservative movement of Judaism and he
wants to “be able to translate the values
and beauty of the Jewish tradition for
modern Jews.”
“For me personally, college was a
time when I began to take Jewish observance seriously, and the rest is history,”
Adler said. His aim at Rider is to similarly help students on their spiritual and
religious paths within the Jewish faith.

Mayer noted that the Rider community is familiar to him because he
grew up and lives within the Catholic
Diocese of Trenton, so he already
knows many of the priests and lay
ministers in the area. He said his goal
is to give Rider students “a sense of the
depth and beauty that can be found in
Catholic culture.”

Clery report: Spike in drug arrests on campus

A

By Alexis Schulz
FTER the university it worked to increase security enforcement and added new emphasis on
violence education, Rider’s 2013 Clery report
showed heightened numbers of burglaries and
drug arrests on campus.
The university is working to collaborate with
residence staff and Public Safety to enforce the “no
tolerance” drug policy, according to Kristine Brown,
director of media relations. More training has been
held and awareness has been raised about the policy
to detect drug use, leading to increased detection of
those who are violating the policy, and a rise in the
numbers of arrests.
Drug arrests increased from four in 2012 to 23 in
2013. According to Vickie Weaver, director of Public
Safety, Rider does not tolerate any use or possession of
illegal substances on either campus. Revised procedures have heightened student accountability.
“The increased number of drug-related arrests at
Lawrenceville in 2013 reflects both an increased use
of marijuana among students and, for the second half
of the year, revised procedures and strengthened collaboration between residential programs and Public
Safety in responding to such incidents and holding
students accountable,” said Weaver.

According to Anthony Campbell, dean of students,
Rider is working to identify drug violations and protect those who could be harmed.
“The main thing is that drugs are illegal, and people who violate the policy are putting other students at
risk,” he said.
The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security
Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act (Clery report)
requires all college campuses and universities to
disclose information about crime on or near campuses
annually. The law was named for Jeanne Clery, a
Lehigh University freshman, who was raped and murdered in her dorm in 1986. Compliance with the act is
monitored, and if a college or university fails to report
crime statistics it faces $35,000 in fines.
The number of burglaries on campus was also up
from 19 in 2012 to 22 in 2013. Weaver said this number has been consistent over the past three years and is
because students are too lenient with their property.
“Unfortunately, many burglaries occur in residence
halls when students leave their rooms unsecured for a
period of time,” she said. “Public Safety and residential programs use each incident as another opportunity to educate students about the need to lock their
doors regularly, among other preventive steps. We also
educate students through new student orientation,

residential and other programming.”
The report also showed that rape cases have
decreased from three in 2012 to two in 2013, and
even more significantly from 2011 when eight cases
were reported. Rider has begun to take sexual assault
and other related crimes very seriously, according to
Weaver. Rider’s anti-harassment and non-discrimination policy is becoming a pact of learning and mutual
respect among students.
“We continue to be vigilant in enforcing our antiharassment and non-discrimination policy, which deals
with allegations of sexual violence, harassment and
discrimination,” said Weaver. “In addition, we offer
a variety of educational programs and services that
encourage students to make informed, responsible
and healthy decisions, and encourage them to come
forward when they are victims of sexual assault.”
The decrease in rape cases is a step forward for the
university. Awareness of sexual assault is increasing
around the country with the start of many educational programs against violence, and President
Barack Obama’s “It’s On Us” campaign to decrease
the number of assaults on college campuses. Weaver
said Rider is committed to teaching students about
sexual assault because it affects the entire campus
community.
“This is an ongoing process that begins with new
student orientation and continues throughout each
academic year,” she said. “We also address this issue in
Public Safety, residence and Greek life training every
year, making students more likely to come forward.”
One sophomore accounting major, who wished to
remain anonymous, said she was not surprised at the
increased numbers.
“I’ve heard of a lot more drug use around campus,” she said. “Behind where I live there are always
people doing those type of things. It puts me on edge
because they could end up harming others.”
Criminal offenses at Rider’s Princeton campus were
significantly less than at the Lawrenceville campus,
according to the report. Weaver said it is hard to draw
parallels between the two campuses, however.
“The size of the residential student population on
both campuses makes it difficult to compare the number of offenses that occur on each campus,” she said.
“The number of resident students at Lawrenceville is
more than 10 times that of Westminster.”
For the first time this year, Rider was required to
provide statistics on three new categories: dating violence, domestic violence and stalking. The inclusion of
these points reflects the increasing awareness of sexual
assault nationwide.
“The number of reported rapes has remained
steady across the past three years when you take into
account the 2011 and 2012 number of reports made
in each of those years for offenses that occurred in
previous years,” said Weaver.
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Wrestler encourages student individuality

B

celebrities and said that he was happy that he can now
be himself in the ring.
The wrestler also took questions from the audience
about how he feels competing in steel cage matches,
whom he would like to work alongside of, and even
which wrestlers he would invite to a dinner party.
“I would invite (WWE owner) Vince McMahon,
Hulk Hogan and Ricky Steamboat,” said Young.
He also discussed memorable moments throughout
his life in the ring, both good and bad. He recollected
one instance in a match when he was body slammed
so hard by his opponent that he soiled his baby-blue
tights.
One of the coolest moments that Young has had as
a wrestler was finally appearing in a match at WWE’s
biggest show of the year and even meeting singer
Cher.
Jason Gonzalez, a junior public relations major,
was thrilled to hear about Young’s climb to the top.
“His stories and advice were interesting,” Gonzalez
said. “He made history, and it was really fascinating
to know his fight to get into the wrestling business. It’s
easy to see he’s humble and loyal to his fans, but he
knows he’s a valuable asset to the WWE.”

By Carlos Toro

That was the message World Wrestling
Entertainment (WWE) star Darren Young had
for the crowd at Rider on Oct. 1 in the Cavalla
Room.
Young, who is the WWE’s first openly gay active
wrestler, spoke on a number of topics, including
his thoughts moments before coming out, memorable moments throughout his wrestling career, and
thoughts on the current crop of young wrestlers in the
company.
“I want people to think of me as a guy that didn’t
take no for an answer,” said Young, speaking about the
legacy he wants to leave. “I started out from the bottom and wanted to be myself.”
Young admitted to being gay when he was
approached by a TMZ reporter at Los Angeles airport
in August of last year.
“I’m a WWE superstar and to be honest with you,
I’ll tell you right now, I’m gay,” said Young last year.
“And I’m happy. I’m very happy.”
Just before being asked if a gay WWE superstar
could succeed, Young couldn’t believe the timing of
the situation.
“When he asked that question, I thought ‘Damn!
Right place, right time,’” Young told the Rider
audience.
He talked about the night of his coming out and
his thoughts throughout the whole ordeal. Young said
he was terrified that he was going to lose his job, but
said he got a seal of approval from WWE’s Chief

Hannah Bass/The Rider News

E yourself.

Darren Young speaks to students on Oct. 1 about his career.
Brand Officer Stephanie McMahon.
Young, whose partner Nicky was also in attendance, said that his dream was to be a WWE
Superstar. He got a lot of support from wrestlers and

Raising red flags on domestic violence

R

abuse, mood swings, accusations of cheating,
have encircled the trees on
and blame of a partner for anything bad.
Lawrenceville’s Campus Green as
Many colleges around the country are parpart of the “Red Flag
ticipating in this powerful
Campaign” to
campaign.
address domes“One in five students
tic violence
experiences domestic vioand promote
lence, and it makes sense,
bystander
then, that someone you
intervention in
know may be that student,”
conjunction with Domestic
said Stahley.
Violence Awareness Month.
Next week, Rider stuThe campaign is a projdents involved with Peer
ect of the Virginia Sexual
Health on Campus Unites
and Domestic Violence
Students (PHOCUS) will
Action Alliance (Action
help put white ribbons
Alliance), created by colaround trees to promote
lege students, faculty and
awareness of sexual and
community advocates to
domestic violence. White
encourage students to stop
ribbons will be passed out
acts of domestic violence
to students and, by wearfrom occurring on college
ing them, they can show
campuses. Susan Stahley,
support for not committing,
prevention education
condoning or remaining
coordinator, said she feels
silent on acts of violence.
the campaign will proRobert Knuckles, senior
mote awareness of domesjournalism major, said he
tic violence on campus.
hopes the campaign will
“The red flags, I hope,
bring awareness to the
will become a talking
Rider community.
point among students,
“I think that someone
especially those that take
who goes so low to do that
the time to stop and see
kind of violence is a terrible
Red flags like this circle the trees around Rider’s campus to raise person, and we need more
what is written on them,”
said Stahley. “I try to reach awareness about domestic violence.
awareness so those things
students in different ways to
don’t happen,” he said.
raise their awareness of seeing things that don’t look
Stahley said the most important takeaway from this
or feel right and having the courage to step up and do
campaign is to teach students how to deal with sexual
something.”
and domestic violence so there can be a positive outEach flag features a saying about an experience or
come. Students should be aware of their surroundings,
thought on domestic violence. Stories shared through
go out with buddies and keep a cellphone charged.
these flags exemplify how abusive relationships can
These are just a few ways a person can lower his or
have an impact on the overall college community.
her risk of being harmed.
Rider’s Counseling Center tries to help students
“More importantly, it is time to not just tell people
understand when a relationship could become abusive
how to be safe, but to tell people not to harm others,”
because that is the best way of preventing violence.
said Stahley. “Make sure you get consent for every
“Knowing the ‘red flags’ in a relationship is imporsexual act, don’t hit or harm others, don’t bully, coerce
tant and how to seek help if someone recognizes the
or force someone into doing something they don’t
signs in their own relationship,” said Stahley.
want to do. Most important is, step up and do someSome of these “red flags” include abuse of alcohol
thing, take action to be sure others are out of harm’s
or other drugs, a history of getting in trouble, verbal
way or that a friend does not harm another person.”
By Alexis Schulz

Emily Kelley/The Rider News
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GRAND

OPENING

EVENT

PRINCETON
OCTOBER 12-18
25% OFF EMS® Brand, a Kayak Package
Sweepstakes & Great Prizes EVERY DAY!

M A R K E T FA I R M A L L
3535 U.S. HWY. 1 NORTH • 609-520-8310
Mon.-Sat. 10 AM-9 PM ◾ Sun. 11 AM-5 PM
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Lucky Stiff promises laughs, adventures and life lessons

Theater’s production of Lucky Stiff
dives into a zany adventure of taking chances
and learning the value of life. It comes to the
Yvonne Theater’s stage on Oct. 8-12.
The musical, which is based on the 1983 novel
The Man Who Broke the Bank at Monte Carlo by Michael
Butterworth, is written by Lynn Ahrens, with music
by Stephen Flaherty. It will be directed by assistant
professor of musical theater Nathan Hurwitz, with
musical direction by Wendy Feaver and choreography
by Kate Swam.
“[This play] is funny,” said Hurwitz. “It’s a farce,
which is a very difficult form of comedy because it’s
very precise, but it’s a great genre for students’ development and for them to grow as artists. Also, this play
has a very sweet heart to it.”
The musical follows Harry, a humble and shy shoe
salesman, who dreams of having a life much bigger
than the provincial one he is living.
He is faced with the chance of a lifetime, though,
when an uncle he never knew existed presents him
with an inheritance of $6 million. His uncle leaves
him with one final request in order for him to obtain
the fortune: Take the dead man’s body to Monte Carlo
for one last vacation. If he fails, the inheritance will go
to the Universal Dog Home of Brooklyn, a charity of
his uncle’s choosing.
So with a cassette tape with his instructions, a
heart-shaped box and his uncle’s corpse in a wheel
chair, Harry sets off for a trip filled with hysterical
ups-and-downs, including a mob of gangsters hot on
his trail, hoping for the money themselves.
The character of Harry, with his big dreams and
life-changing opportunities, is one audiences can connect with and one senior musical theater major Eric
IDER Musical

Dann felt very happy to be playing.
“This show couldn’t have come at a better time in
my life,” he said. “My senior year, a time of change,
and playing Harry was one of the greatest blessings. He is so afraid of the unknown, but in the song,
‘Lucky,’ he finds a friend who will help him through
it.”
In addition to original characters and quirky
adventures, the play has a much larger theme as well.
“The moral of the play is, you have to live each
day. You have to give yourself over to being truly alive
and finding the joy in each day, and what better lesson is there for anyone — students, senior citizens or
anyone in between,” Hurwitz said.
Dann reinforced that lesson and noted that the play
is very relatable to all audiences. He said he hopes the
audience will leave with “tears of joy and happiness,”
and that they “will reflect on their own lives.”
“The biggest thing simply is to live your life. Live it
to the fullest and take chances you wouldn’t normally
take,” he said. “I know audiences will love it and be
able to connect to Harry on a personal level.”
Hurwitz concurs and believes Lucky Stiff will be an
experience for the audience.
“I expect [the audience] to laugh,” said Hurwitz.
“We worked very hard to consider not only what the
characters are going through, but to ask ourselves at
every point how we take the audience on this particular journey.”
Performances start with a preview showing on Oct.
8 at 7:30 p.m. An open understudy rehearsal will take
place Oct.12 at 6 p.m. in the Yvonne Theater with
free admission.

From left, Chrissy Hartzell, Chloe Voreis, Braden Sweeney, Eric Dann, Chris Hansell, Abbey Sierakowski, and Travis Przybylski come together as the cast for Rider Theater’s rendition of Lucky Stiff, a musical that follows Harry Witherspoon, portrayed by Dann, as he is thrown on an unexpected trip to Monte Carlo to take his dead uncle on one final vacation to be able to inherit a $6 million fortune.

Additional reporting by Janeen Rodgers.

Lucky Stiff performances in the Yvonne Theater:
Oct. 8 — 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 — 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 10 — 7:30 p.m.

RE VIE W

Winner showed a wicked game in R Factor Finale

T

By Rena Carman

of the final seven in
Rider’s fourth season of R Factor
went down in the BLC Theater on
Oct. 4.
The evening opened with an introduction of the judges and video clips
about the contestants.
First on stage was freshman global
supply chain management major
Matthew Esposito, for Team Dani,
with an acoustic guitar. The crowd
was left to swoon after his mash up of
Elvis’ “Can’t Help Falling in Love with
You” into “Iris” by the Goo Goo Dolls.
Team Dani’s second contestant, junior
popular music culture major Anthony
Washington, performed “Halo” by
Beyoncé and had the crowd singing
along. However, he did not make it to
the final round.
The next performance got the crowd
to its feet when freshman history major
Christine Lam, for Team Donte, sang
“Valerie” by Amy Winehouse. The
song was fun and upbeat compared to
the first two performances and it got
the audience to dance along with Lam
as she had fun onstage. Team Donte’s
second contestant, freshman elementary education major Victoria Panagos,
sang Demi Lovato’s “Nightingale,”
which fit her melodic voice.
Team Jeff ’s junior musical theater
major Milika Griffiths’ performance of
“If I Were A Boy” by Beyoncé received
a standing ovation from both the audience and some of the judges. Freshman
secondary education major, Davia
Echols, also for Team Jeff, sang Jackson
5’s “Who’s Loving You” and had the
audience swaying along. Unfortunately,
she did not advance to the final round.

Justin Rodney/The Rider News

HE battle

Milika Griffiths, junior musical theater major, brought the audience to their feet with her rendition of
“If I Were A Boy” by Beyoncé, ultimately taking home the title of R Factor winner.
Nick Barbati’s second finalist, senior
musical theater major Peter Petrino,
could not perform that night, so
sophomore arts administration major
Llundon Lawson carried Nick’s team.
And carry it he did, with a stunning
piano performance of “Clarity” by
Zedd, receiving a standing ovation.
The two finalists chosen from the
audience votes were Esposito and
Griffiths. The judges had to choose
between Lam, Panagos and Lawson.
On a 3 to 1 vote, Lawson proceeded to
the final round.

Even though only one freshman
made it to the final round, the audience
was still impressed by the incredible
performances of such young talent.
“I can’t believe they’re only freshmen,” Eric Chan, a sophomore graphic
design major, said. “To have a voice like
that with little professional experience
is amazing.”
After receiving a ukulele from an
audience member, Esposito plucked
his way through a mash up of Neil
Armstrong’s “What a Wonderful
World,” Milky Chance’s “Stolen

Dance,” Twenty One Pilots’ “House
of Gold,” Beyonce’s “Drunk in Love”
and “Somewhere over the Rainbow.”
He then took a turn and started to sing
DJ Khaled’s “All I Do is Win” for his
second act.
Griffiths appeared onstage in a
beautiful red gown and wowed the
crowd once again with “Wicked
Games” by Chris Isaak.
Lawson had another stunning performance with his rendition of “Help”
by Simone Battle, but this time without
the piano accompaniment.
Barbati was very impressed with his
mentee’s work.
“Llundon is without question the
most talented of any of the contestants
I’ve had the chance to mentor,” he said.
“His performances were breathtakingly
beautiful and in my opinion were two
of the best performances in the history
of the competition.”
While the audience texted in their
votes for the winner, Dani Knights and
Jeff Gutt sang a duet. Then the votes
were in.
Llundon Lawson was announced to
be in third place.
After a drum roll and a dramatic
pause, Milika Griffiths, of Team Jeff,
was declared the winner of R Factor
2014.
“As the creator of the show, it’s
always been my hope that the winner
is a spectacular talent along with a cast
of talented students that reflect the very
best of our campus,” said Barbati. “We
absolutely achieved that. I adore Milika
and she absolutely earned her win. I
would also like to mention, it was, by
far, the best R Factor season.”

Oct. 11 —2 p.m.
Oct. 11 — 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 12 — 2 p.m.

Reserve tickets by calling 609-896-7775
or by visiting rider.edu/arts.

Heather Baisley and David Visini bring their characters to life in
Lucky Stiff, a farce with a “sweet heart.”

Sorority sisters inspire ambitious future students

R

By Emily Klingman
IDER will

soon inspire ambitious younger minds.
The sisters of Lambda Theta Alpha (LTA),
a Latin sorority at Rider, are hosting a program
on Oct. 11 for young teenagers aimed at motivating them to further their education.
“Aspire High” was established by a sister in the
Alpha chapter of Kean University, Lillian Perez,
to empower children to go to school and learn life
skills, and to give them role models. Perez first started
“Aspire High” at the YMCA of Perth Amboy, N.J.,
as a summer program this past year. Children would
go to weekly events where LTA engaged the girls and
fraternities helped out with the boys.
From that initial start, Perez has expanded the program into “Aspire High: College Edition.” This now
includes trips to colleges in the local area.
“She thought it would be a good idea for kids to see
a college and what it was like, since they’ve never been
at a college campus and for them to actually see this is
real and they can go there,” said Courtney Crawford,
junior elementary education major and vice president
and academic chair of LTA.
“It’s a great way to empower kids,” said Valeria
Posso, sophomore human resource systems major,
Rider University Greek Counsel delegate and treasurer of LTA. “I think it’s great for them to see and be
multicultural with it and see outside of where they’re
normally at.”
In order to get into the program, the students had
to go through an application process. The applications
were sent to different middle schools and high schools
in Central and North Jersey towns, including Perth
Amboy, New Brunswick and Edison. According to
Posso, the applicants had to be in their early teenage
years, and had to show some motivation or drive in
their lives.
Crawford added that Perez also looked for “students who are actually benefiting from the program or
who need a role model in their life.”
The sisters of LTA at Rider have reached out to
other sororities, fraternities and organizations on campus for help. Throughout the day, a mix of students

Courtesy of Valeria Posso
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Sisters of the Lambda Theta Alpha worked with the students of all different levels at an event at the YMCA in Perth Amboy.
from the summer program and new participants are
going to be involved in activities focusing on “life
skills” and what it is like to be a leader.
The plan for the day is to show the young people
around Rider, via a fun activity, where they will have
to find clues hidden on campus.
“Clues like, ‘Where would you get coffee at the
SRC?’ so they go to Starbucks and find other clues
here and there,” said Posso. “I know there’s going to
be some faculty members that are going to come and
talk about res life, Greek life, and then show them
around the dorms and academic buildings.”
During the life skill-themed activities, the sisters do
not want to force the young people to participate, but
rather encourage them to choose on their own.
“We don’t only want to be like, ‘So, you have to be
a leader.’ No, we want to make them so hands-on, that
they’re already taking leadership roles,” said Posso.
Crawford thinks the children will react positively to
the program.
“We know what they’re going through, we know
what’s going on in their heads, and the struggles they

face. We’re there to tell them, ‘It’s OK, don’t worry.
We’ve been there and we can help you get through this
because look at where we are now,’” she said. “They’ll
go home and they’ll reflect on their day here at Rider
and they’ll reflect on the people they met and who
made an impact on them.”
The sisters of LTA love the fact that they can make
a difference in the lives of so many young people.
“After seeing them over the summertime and
they’re coming here to see where we’re at, I think
they’re definitely going to be inspired by it,” said
Posso. “They’ll see the different things they can find
when they are applying to colleges. That’s what we’re
going to teach them here: life skills, skills you’re going
to take throughout life, in jobs, and when you meet
people.”
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FROM THE EDITOR
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TUDENTS and faculty alike were
swept in a wave of relief on
Sunday as the announcement
was made that the administration and AAUP had come to an
agreement on a new faculty contract.
The looming strike had created
a tense atmosphere over the past
few weeks. The seriousness of the
negotiations sparked conversation
among students, many wondering
what would happen next. Despite
the fact that an agreement has been
reached, the discussions still persist.
A summary of the agreement will be
presented to the faculty for ratification on Tuesday, Oct. 14, but it looks
as though a deal has been struck.
Some fingers were surely
crossed that the strike would take
place — mostly because a strike
could have meant a few days off
from class. That time could have
been used to catch up on work, to
study or even just to rest. Many
students had planned for the strike
to happen, some even stating that
they neglected their schoolwork in
desperate hopes that they would
have at least one day off from class.
Students pined for this minuscule
vacation, possibly in lieu of the fall
break that many universities offer.
Unfortunately, for those hopefuls, it’s
back to work and back to classes.
The majority of us, however,
including the staff at The Rider
News, are grateful that a strike was
avoided. Most can agree that a day
off would have been a blessing.
However, a bigger blessing comes
from our professors being present in their classrooms. While this
means more work, it also means
more return on our investment.
We invested our tuition money into
Rider with the belief that we would
receive a full, quality education. A
strike, no matter how brief, would
have diminished the productivity
and quality of learning this semester.
Overall, the students of Rider, and
their parents, are thankful that this
conflict was avoided.
An outcry on social media
morphed into a protest against
substitutes replacing our professors
in the face of a strike. Many were
angry that this was even being considered as an option. As freshman
information systems major Aaron
Abrams stated, the strike would have
been “a waste of multiple students’
money to come here.”
We chose to attend Rider in part
because of the faculty’s skills. Many
returning students went through
the trouble of carefully handpicking
professors when creating their schedules. Students might as well have
thrown their tuition money out the
window if anyone less than the professionals they expected were standing at the front of the classroom.
Concerns about what would
happen with credits also rooted
themselves among students. As an
agreement has been reached, much

of that worry has been alleviated.
Students are grateful that they will
be earning the credits they paid for,
especially those seniors whose graduation day is creeping closer. Many
may not have been concerned about
missing a day or two, but if the
picketing had lasted too long, many
students would worry about receiving their credits to stay on track.
Many were unsettled by the
process of negotiating contracts that
happen every three years. It seems to
students that the administration and
the AAUP have a track record of
strongly disagreeing. The threat of a
strike is not entirely new to this year.
Students feel that if this system isn’t
working, why not do things differently? As Will Gallgher, junior arts
administration major stated, “Chaos
does not govern order.”
Students were not the only ones
feeling the quake of the possible
strike. Many around campus claim
their parents had strong reactions. Some parents were angry at
the situation, wondering why the
administration and the AAUP could
not simply settle. Other parents said
that they would bring their children
home if the strike persisted too long.
Another parent, Bob Witanek, went
as far as to start a petition in support
of the faculty.
Robert Colby-Witanek, the
Wesminster Choir College piano
major who is the son of Bob
Witanek, said, “A strike would have
cost parents, in total, an estimated
$750,000 a day on tuition already
spent on classes not provided. If it
lasted a week, it would have cost us
$3.5 million.” Witanek drives home
the point of students’ and parents’
concerns on the monetary impact of
the strike. Because of these numbers, the majority of both students
and parents are satisfied with the
strike having been avoided. No one
wanted to feel the aftershocks of this
historic event as it rippled through
their wallets.
Most students feel grateful that
a strike was averted. The fears of
students have been calmed and
the outcries of parents have been
silenced. The administration and
the AAUP have come to an agreement, allowing the rest of the
semester to continue with ease. Most
importantly, Rider can maintain
its standard of excellence with its
strong faculty to carry its reputation
of high academic integrity.

The weekly editorial expresses the
majority opinion of The Rider News.
This week’s editorial was written by the
Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh.
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Who knew? It feels
good to have class
FRESHMAN FINDINGS

W

Jousting with
germs in college

ELL it’s that time of the
year again, so bring out the
Kleenex. All around campus,
students’ constant gossip
continues, only this time with a sniffle
in between sentences. It seems like
every year students on college campuses
nationwide are exposed to a new outbreak of a particular strain of illnesses.
These illnesses are difficult to avoid,
and often leave students with constant
sniffling and uncontrollable coughing.
Although move-in day was only weeks
ago, many students have settled in and
have brought their germs with them.
The topic of college health does not
necessarily always receive the attention it deserves. College illness is more

common than most of us would think.
The average student who enters college
worries about roommate drama, fitting
in, balancing school work, and time
management. However, the possibility
of getting sick rarely runs through one’s
mind. In college, students share spaces
constantly and interact with hundreds
of people each day. Whether it involves
doing something as simple as holding
a door for someone or lounging in a
classmate’s dorm, we are constantly
interacting with each other and our
germs. Millions of college students are
surrounded in crowded spaces each day
and for many the
crowded
SEE GERMS
spaces go
PAGE 9
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GREEN CORNER

Healthy hiking in the
neighborhood

W

ANDERING along the path,
you suddenly stop. The week
has been hard. With tests,
work and balancing time with
friends, it feels as though you’ve been
in the spotlight for weeks. As you walk
the Johnson Trolley Line all the chaos
and clutter seems to disappear for a few
minutes, and it’s just the natural world
around you.
Hiking can sometimes have the reputation of being a hobby that is limited
to active people. That isn’t true, and the
students of Rider’s Lawrenceville campus are in luck because there is a trail
they can walk right here. The Johnson
Trolley Line runs right through the
campus, and was built on former trolley
lines from the turn of the 20th century.
After days of social and academic
stress building up on their shoulders,
students need to find a healthy outlet
before the weight becomes too much.
According to the American Hiking
Society, hiking can help combat stress
and anxiety, which are emotions that
often overwhelm college students.
A physical activity such as hiking
can be beneficial both mentally and
physically, allowing the release of stress,
improvements in balance and strength,
and even weight loss or maintenance.
The Delaware and Raritan Canal
State Park is a 70-mile trail that is
only a short 15 minutes from Rider’s
Lawrenceville campus, and an even
shorter drive of eight minutes from
Westminster Choir College (WCC).
Students can rent canoes in Griggstown
or Princeton and go for a ride down the
river on warmer days until these rental
locations close on Nov. 4.
Another trail that will allow you

to let loose from all of the stress is
Baldpate Mountain, which is 15
minutes from Rider and an extra 10
minutes from WCC. A short 30-minute
walk up the mountain leads hikers to
the top for a beautiful view of foliage
that looks as if it’s on fire at this time of
year. After taking in the view, students
can enjoy a stress-free walk back down
the mountain.
Not to be confused with the previously mentioned state park, a short
drive to the Washington Crossing
access point of the Delaware Canal
State Park will allow students to stretch
their legs on this 60-mile trail that runs
along the Delaware River and offers
views of farmland, river islands and
historic towns. Once traveled by mule
teams pulling boats down the canal,
the paths are now populated by anyone
who needs a little exercise.
The biggest challenge for Rider students might be not knowing where to
go for a hike. However, technology can
come to the rescue with a variety of
apps including AllTrails and TrailLink,
or even a simple Google search for
nearby hiking trails.
With all the natural beauty around
Rider, students have plenty of options
to help ease the anxiety and stresses of
tests, projects, and assignments.
Gone are the days where hiking was
just a hippie fad. Today, people from
all walks of life meet on the path, each
there for different reasons, but connected upon the dirt trail or asphalt
walk.
-Kevin Miller
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Germs
CONT’D FROM P. 8

beyond school hallways. Many students forget that
they can create a healthy environment by adopting a
few simple habits.
“The Rider Plague,” as some may call it, continues to spread throughout classrooms, hallways and
residence halls. Students can be seen on campus
carrying cough drops, tissues and hot beverages to try
to control their specific health issues. Many students
attempt to personally diagnose themselves; however,
it is safer to go to a doctor or the Health Center to
have a professional diagnosis. If a sickness escalates, it
becomes easier for other students to catch it.
According to Dr. Guy Napolitana, chairman of
the primary care department at the Lahey Clinic in
Burlington, Mass., “Living in a closed environment
like a college dormitory introduces a whole set of
college health issues that college-aged students do
not have to deal with at home.” Students live in small
areas, which means that germs are everywhere. It is
evident that the dorm space is not the only thing being
shared.
Many students ask the same questions: “What’s
out there?” “What is there to be afraid of ?” and the
million dollar question: “Why am I sick?” The most
common sicknesses being spread around college campuses include respiratory infection, influenza, strep
throat, meningitis and mononucleosis. These illnesses
are considered communicable and can be passed by
coughing, sneezing, exchanging of bodily fluids or
coming into contact with contaminated items.

SENIOR SENTIMENTS

C

Finding friends
on campus

OLLEGE is a time to figure out the
“self ” as an individual, but also
a time to make friends. Friendships are an important part of the
college experience and make it less of a
drag. It breaks us from the tight structure
of our comfort zones to meet individuals
from various backgrounds, cultures and
ethnicities. There are plenty of opportunities to meet new friends and the
interactions do not have to be restricted
to our classes.
There are multiple ways to create
friendships that will last the course
of your college years or well beyond.
Being social is the key to forming
friendships; finding similar interests
ranging from major, sports or hobbies
can spark a social interaction. To take it
a step further, find a club or organization that you are passionate about. It
not only connects you to others who
share a similar interest, but it also
enables you to form friendships in the
process. It is an endless opportunity to
create connections and bonds.
Being an introverted person, I
found it difficult to make friends easily. I looked around campus for clubs
to join and I came across Intervarsity
Christian Fellowship (The River). I
began to interact with the members,
and throughout the last two and a half
years that I have been a part of The
River, I have formed multiple friendships. It has been a blessing to create
bonds and socialize with those who
share the same views and interests. I
have created a small community of
friends through an organization and it
has been a positive journey.
Joining a club or organization
requires taking a leap of faith, but the

The Kryptonite of Medication
Sicknesses cannot be completely avoided by taking
vitamins or wearing appropriate clothing. Mental
wellness has as much to do with getting sick as physical wellness. Feeling “under the weather” happens to
everyone. Even the healthiest of people get an occasional cold or virus. According to Dr. Mehmet Oz,
some helpful habits to start adding to a healthy college
lifestyle include the following:
•
Sleep. Although college can be stressful, students need seven to nine hours of rest a night in
order to perform at their best.
• Relax. Stress can get the best of us, so find a
hobby or make time to watch your favorite TV
show. Exercise and relaxation can be therapeutic
and can cleanse the soul.
• Eat. Eating a well-balanced meal goes a long
way. To have a strong immune system, your body
must have the proper nutrients to fight sickness.
• Last, but certainly not least, clean. Your living
space is an essential part of your environment.
Practicing good hygiene, such as showering daily
and washing hands frequently, is the best way to
prevent the spreading of germs.
Worrying causes stress hormone levels to rise,
which weakens the body’s overall immunity. Vitamin
D deficiency can cause immune systems to grow weak.
Adding a decent amount of vitamin D to diets helps
fight off germs.
Avoiding close contact goes a long way, too. By
keeping your distance from others who are sick, you
protect yourself. If you are very sick, chances are you
are contagious. Although many think that class attendance is mandatory, if you are sick you should stay
home from school and avoid running errands. This
will help prevent others from catching your illness.
Flu shots are now available in the health center, and
are beneficial as they protect us from influenza viruses

Opinion

key thing is not to force yourself to create friendships, because they will not be
genuine. It is key to have a small number of “good” friends in college rather
than knowing everyone on campus.
There is a difference between being
social and having friendships; being
social is having a cordial relationship
with others while friendships are more
genuine, honest, and longer lasting.
Intramural sports also provide
opportunities to socialize and form
friendships with individuals who share
the same passion and competitiveness.
If none of those options sound appealing, then find friends who share your
interest in food, TV shows or even
your major. Sometimes just someone’s
personality can draw you in.
I know many people ranging from
those in fraternities, sororities, athletes,
and other individuals. But those are
cordial. Then I have friendships with
a select few, and I am happy with that.
Just be yourself when you socialize and
it might lead to a friendship. Be true to
yourself and others will want to see you
for who you are, and not what you want
them to see. There are ways to socialize
and create friendships, but they require
taking that step and meeting people.
Whether it is through a class, club,
organization, or just sitting at Daly’s,
you will meet someone somewhere on
campus.
-Ranjan Ghate
Senior public relations major

that will likely occur in the upcoming season.
The most important step is to cover your nose and
mouth with a tissue, or to cough into your elbow. “The
Rider Plague” will only exist if we let it.
-Mary-Lyn Buckley
Freshman journalism major
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Sports
Field hockey beats nemesis

O

By Brandon Scalea
NCE Northeast

Conference rivals,
Rider and Lock Haven have met
12 times coming into the game
on Oct. 5. The Broncs were
looking to defeat the Bald Eagles for the
first time in three years. Thanks to goals
by freshman midfielder Allison Baligian
and sophomore forward Carlie Spaeder,
the Broncs held on to beat the Bald
Eagles 2-1.
Head Coach Lori Hussong feels that
things are starting to click for the young
Rider (5-5) team.
“We still have moments where we do
not play to our full potential,” Hussong
said. “But we have worked hard to

improve and gain confidence and trust
in each other.”
Early in the first half, Lock Haven
(7-5, 2-1 Atlantic 10) pressured junior
goalie Joelle Prettyman, but were
unable to break the scoreless tie. On
a 3-on-1 break, Prettyman made a
spectacular save with her chest and
her defense was able to clear away the
rebound. Prettyman’s goaltending and
Rider’s defensive play kept the Bald
Eagles off the scoreboard for the half.
With 8:46 left in the opening half,
sophomore midfielder Carlota Alsina
took a shot on goal, but was denied.
Spaeder was in the right place at the
right time, and tapped in the rebound

The Rider News

for the game’s first goal. The 1-0 score
would remain for the rest of the half.
Fans were just beginning to settle in
their seats as the game resumed when
Lock Haven was able to tie it up only
1:34 into the second half.
Both teams fought for possession to
get the go-ahead goal. The game was
evenly matched, as both teams finished
with six shots apiece, and Lock Haven
had nine penalty corners while Rider
had seven.
With 20 minutes remaining in
regulation, it was the Broncs who
would find the net, as Baligian scored
on a feed from senior midfielder Laura
McCormick.
“Laura sent a beautiful pass into the
circle and I was ready with my stick
down,” Baligian said. “The energy all

RIDER UNIVERSIT Y STORE & WESTMINSTER MUSIC

and

over the field had given me a lot of
confidence.”
Rider would not let up, as the team
continued its strong play for the final 20
minutes, giving the Broncs the victory.
Hussong believes it is very important
to get a win over a team like the Bald
Eagles.
“Getting back to .500 is huge for
our team and getting there by beating
Lock Haven is even better,” Hussong
said. “Our team has learned how to
close out the game on the winning side,
which was our biggest problem early on
in the season.”
The Broncs will play Colgate
University at home on Oct. 10 to try to
get back to a winning record.

BOOKS

C E L E B R AT E S

1 7 TH A N N U A L

STUDENT APPRECIATION
WEEK
Monday, October 6
through

Friday, October 10

20% OFF
a Single Rider or Westminster Apparel
or Gift Item

Stop by for your chance to win
t-shirts, sweat shirts, hats, gift cards, etc. . . .
RIDER UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE
Bart Luedeke Center | shoprideru.com
WESTMINSTER MUSIC and BOOKS
Student Center | westminsterccshop.com
Co-Sponsored with Rider Athletics

Free gift with purchase while supplies last!

*Valid 10/6/14 - 10/10/14. May not be combined with any other offer. Valid in-store and
on selected items only. Limit one coupon per customer. Excludes textbooks, gift cards,
diploma frames, clearance items, promotional items, previous and online purchases, calculators,
computer hardware, supplies and software, and professional reference. Void if copied,
transferred, and where prohibited by law. See store for details.
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MEN’S SOCCER

High-scoring offense falters in home loss

T

HE men’s soccer team continued to
excel in front of its home crowd by
winning its contest at Ben Cohen
Field in a 3-0 victory over Fairfield
on Oct. 1 to open up the MAAC season.
However, on Oct. 4 the Broncs’ run of
success at home came to an end, as the
team was defeated 1-0 by Iona.
Rider (4-2-2, 1-0 MAAC) entered
the week looking to beat Fairfield for
the first time since 2004. In order to
secure a victory, the Broncs would
need to score on the Stags (3-3-2, 0-1
MAAC), who hadn’t allowed a goal in
their last 200 minutes played.
Despite outshooting Fairfield in the
first period, Rider was unable to put
any of its four shots on goal. However,
sophomore goalkeeper David Pastuna
was able to keep the game scoreless by
recording two saves to end the opening
half.
Just under 15 minutes into the
second half, the Broncs saw shots by
sophomore midfielder Adrien Huss and
senior midfielder Ryan Walsh blocked,
before freshman forward Jose Aguinaga
scored his first goal of the season to
push Rider out in front 1-0.
Ten minutes later, the Broncs padded their lead with a goal by Huss, his
first of the season, to make the contest
2-0.
In the 86th minute, Fairfield’s
sophomore midfielder Ben Whitcomb
received a yellow card for a foul on
sophomore forward Christian Flath,
affording an opportunity for a penalty
kick for Rider’s leading scorer. Flath
was able to take advantage, scoring
his sixth goal of the season to give the
Broncs a 3-0 lead that wouldn’t be
relinquished for the remainder of the
game.
Pastuna credits Rider’s success
against the Stags to the intensity the
team brought right from the start of the
game, adding that the Broncs match up

Justin Rodney/The Rider News

By Thomas Regan

Sophomore forward Christian Flath, who leads the Broncs with six goals this season, takes a corner kick in the 1-0 loss to Iona on Oct. 4.
well against Fairfield.
“We came out one hundred miles
an hour, we didn’t save ourselves, we
were passing and moving, you know,
one touches, two touches, we never
just tried to dribble,” Pastuna said.
“Fairfield is a big team, they are not
really a possession-type team and that’s
why we were able to play our game.”
The Broncs continued in-conference
play as they hosted Iona on Oct. 4,
looking to extend their recent dominance at Ben Cohen field.
Both the Broncs and the Gaels (5-32, 2-0 MAAC) applied pressure in the
first half as both teams took eight shots
each. However, no shot was able to find
the back of the net, as the opening half
ended 0-0.
Rider came out of the half firing, taking four unanswered shots in
the first seven minutes. However, the
Broncs were unable to capitalize on any
of their opportunities, leading to a shift

in momentum that saw the Gaels take
three shots, before scoring on the fourth
to take a 1-0 lead and silencing the
Rider crowd.
The Broncs’ best chance to tie the
game was in the 74th minute, when
the team was able to keep the ball in
enemy territory and create multiple
scoring chances, all of which ended
with two saves by Iona’s freshman
goalkeeper Julian Petrello. After Rider’s
failed attempts, the team was unable to
generate many other opportunities and
ultimately lost, 1-0.
Pastuna, who had a career-high 10
saves, believes the Broncs were unsuccessful in taking advantage of the openings they had.
“We had so many opportunities, we
were obviously beating them to every
ball in the air,” Pastuna said. “We had
five or six opportunities in the air where
we should have capitalized. At this
level, when a team is pressing us like

Iona was, we need to score the goal so
we can put them under.”
Even after being shut out by Iona,
the Broncs rank 10th in the NCAA
Division I with 2.22 goals per game.
Head Coach Charlie Inverso was
enthusiastic after the tough loss, as he
thinks his players are beginning to put
the team on the map.
“I thought we played a pretty decent
game,” Inverso said. “It’s just a really
good team. This was a team that tied
UConn, tied Boston College.
“But I think we have a really good
team and I think people are starting to
recognize it now.”
Rider will have to continue conference play on the road with games
against Canisius on Oct. 8 and
Quinnipiac on Oct. 11.
“Two tough teams and two tough
places to play,” Inverso said. “Nobody
is going to feel sorry for us. We have to
regroup and get the business done.”

ICE HOCKE Y

Road trip hands Broncs first loss of the season

T

By Brandon Scalea
HE club hockey team took a road trip to
Pennsylvania for meetings with Penn State and
West Chester University (WCU). After a 2-0 start
to the year, the Broncs fell short to the Nittany
Lions on Oct. 3 by a score of 5-2, but got back on track
with a seven-goal performance against WCU on Oct. 5.
The Broncs took on the Nittany Lions club team
in Penn State’s Pegula Ice Arena in State College, Pa.
The Broncs, who split the season series with Penn
State last year, refused to be intimidated by their
well-established opponent. Sophomore forward Larry
Walker gave Rider a 1-0 lead with an early goal.
Moments later, the Nittany Lions tied the game at
1-1 at the 15:09 mark. Soon after, senior forward Pat
Grilli would put the Broncs back on top. Penn State
would tie it again, this time on a controversial goal
that appeared to be kicked in. The momentum would
never swing back.
Late in the opening period, Penn State took its
first lead of the game with one second left on a power
play. Midway through the second period, the lead was
doubled on a sniper shot that beat Rider’s senior goalkeeper Nate Kholodenko. By the end of the second
period, Penn State led 4-2, but Rider had the edge in
shots, 17-13.
In the third, the Broncs looked to dig deep and
come from behind. They were able to sustain some
pressure, but it was the Nittany Lions who scored the
only goal of the third period, closing out a 5-2 loss for

the Broncs.
Head Coach Sean Levin said that despite the controversial goal, the loss was because of errors made by
Rider.
“Penn State’s second goal looked as if they kicked
it in,” Levin said. “It was a questionable call by the ref
but that’s part of the game. We began to make mental
mistakes, which led to many of Penn State’s scoring
chances. Giving a strong team like Penn State these
types of chances will result in goals.”
The Broncs were able to get back on track offensively against WCU, scoring a season-high seven goals.
Only 28 seconds in, senior forward Chris Daley put
the Broncs on the board. After a penalty, the Rider
penalty killing unit was able to get one of their own, as
Grilli scored with an assist from Daley. With 11 minutes to play in the first, WCU scored to cut the lead in
half. The game completely opened up after that.
Freshman Mike Katz was able to score his second
goal of the season and put the Broncs up 3-1 by the
end of the first period. In the second, Grilli picked
up the first hat trick of the season for Rider, scoring a
short-handed goal and an even-strength goal.
Grilli credits Daley, his linemate, for his success.
“Daley and I have chemistry going back for a
couple of years,” Grilli said. “Every time we have the
puck we look for each other. It’s a lot of fun to play
with him.”
Soon after, WCU would score three goals in a span
of three minutes to pull within one goal of the Broncs.

The second period came to an end and the scorer’s
table received a much-needed break.
The final period belonged to Rider as they added
two more insurance goals. Grilli picked up his fourth
goal of the game with another assist from Daley. As
the clock ticked down and WCU pulled its goalie,
Katz netted his second goal of the game to make it
7-4.
Katz has had a mission this year of making his
presence known.
“Coming into college I was afraid the speed of the
game would be too much,” Katz said. “But I have a
great support system from the upperclassmen which
has allowed me to fit in perfectly.”
The Broncs will face off against Penn State
yet again on Oct. 10 at the Louck’s Ice Arena in
Lawrenceville, Rider’s home ice rink, before hosting
St. Joseph’s the following day.
Levin has a game plan in mind to ensure Rider will
not be defeated by Penn State again.
“A major area that we need to improve upon for
Friday’s game is our breakout,” Levin said. “We had
breakdowns in our own zone which led to Penn State
goals or scoring chances. We feel if we’re able to minimize mistakes, especially in our own zone, then we
should be able to limit Penn State’s scoring chances.
Anytime you play a good team with a high-powered
offense, you must play a strong defensive game.”
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VOLLE YBALL

Crushing
conference
competitors

I

By Thomas Albano
T was

a couple of close and highly
competitive matches, but the volleyball team managed to get two victories to become the only undefeated
team in MAAC volleyball play.
The Broncs (10-7, 5-0 MAAC)
battled at home against Manhattan
on Oct. 4 and Iona on Oct. 5. Rider
was able to come out on top in both
matches 3-2, bringing their winning
streak to six, with four of those wins
coming against conference opponents.
Head Coach Christopher Feliciano,
while enjoying that the team has nothing but wins in the conference, is not
looking at any long-term goals just yet.
“One match at a time,” Feliciano
said. “Believe in each other, believe in
our team and believe in the process.”
The Broncs first hosted Manhattan
(9-8, 3-3 MAAC) and were able to take
the match 25-18, 17-25, 25-20, 18-25
and 15-11.
Rider easily took the first set. The
second, however, saw the Broncs
struggle in a set that had 11 ties and
four lead changes. Manhattan would
win that set before the teams split the
next two to force a deciding fifth set.
In yet another back-and-forth set,
this one containing seven ties and two
lead changes, Rider was able to rally,
winning the set and the match.
Feliciano said his team showed character against Manhattan by coming out
on top in the fifth set.
“It’s great when you win in three,”
Feliciano said. “But it’s something of
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a testament
to the team’s
mental
fortitude and
just the team
bond itself
when you’re
back-and-forth
and you’re able Freshman right side hitter Jennifer Borio spikes in the Broncs’ 3-2 win over Manhattan on Oct. 4.
to pull one out,
especially when
competitive battle. The match totaled
position as the day before — a competiwe did not play well in sets two and
55 ties and 30 lead changes before the
tive fifth and deciding set, and once
four. I’m just in awe in how our team
Broncs were able to secure a victory
again, the Broncs were able to get a
has grown.”
30-28, 22-25, 23-25, 27-25 and 15-11.
15-11 win to clinch the match.
Key Bronc performers from the
The first set started up the competiAmatulli would finish the contest
match against the Jaspers included
tive flame, not only with the set’s 17 tie
with 30 assists, 21 digs and three kills,
senior setter Ashlee Amatulli, who had
scores, but with two controversial calls
hitting .333. Webber had 16 kills, 22
27 assists and 16 digs; senior outside
both in Iona’s favor.
digs and hit .232. In addition, sophohitter Jaclyn Webber, who also finished
Feliciano, who would end up drawmore middle hitter Kaitlyn Griffin finwith 16 digs in addition to 14 kills; and
ing a yellow card from officials in sets
ished with 19 kills, 7 digs and hit .245.
junior setter Brandie Hill, who had 29
one and three, was not very pleased
Griffin credited playing bigger
assists and 10 digs.
with the officiating of the match
schools, including the University of
Southern California (USC), who at the
Freshman right side hitter Jennifer
against the Gaels, but thought it helped
time were ranked No. 5, as part of the
Borio, who finished the weekend
to show the team’s mental fortitude.
reason for the Broncs’ successes so far
matches with a combined 23 kills, also
“Today it definitely felt like we were
credited the rowdy fans in Alumni Gym
against conference rivals.
playing seven on six,” Feliciano said
towards the team’s wins this weekend.
“I think the fact that we went to
following the game. “The officials defi“It’s really nice to play at home,”
California and played USC and all
nitely injected themselves. [The team]
Borio said. “I love playing at the Zoo,
these big schools really affected us,”
overcame that, which is really impresGriffin said. “So when we come to the
especially when our fans come and supsive. Normally we don’t do that very
MAAC, it’s just like we’re used to it.
port us, so it’s a great atmosphere.”
well, and they were able to be mentally
We’re used to playing at such a high
Feliciano agreed by then adding his
tough and find a way to get a win.”
level. It really does help.”
own personal thank you to the fans.
The Broncs would take set one after
Rider finishes off its five-game home
“Without the fans in the gym this
back-and-forth action, but they would
stand this week against Delaware State
afternoon, we would have lost the
fail a comeback attempt in set two and
on Oct. 8 and against conference foes
match,” he said. “When we needed that
blow a lead two points away from vicFairfield and Quinnipiac on Oct. 11
extra push, our fans were behind us.”
tory in set three to fall behind 2-1.
and 12, respectively.
The following day Rider hosted Iona
After managing to take the fourth
(4-13, 1-5 MAAC) in an even more
set, Rider found itself in the same
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Facing off against a familiar foe, Rider wins 2-1
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Freshman midfielder Allison Baligian, third from right, drills a shot past two Lock Haven defenders for the winning goal on Oct. 5. It was the Broncs’ first victory against the Bald Eagles in three years.

