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ONLINE LOVE?

RIDER WEDDINGS

Student experiences the ups and downs of using a
page 8
dating app to find love.

Couples who have walked down the aisle of Gill
page 6
Chapel share their love stories.

UNEXPECTED DIAGNOSIS

Chronic headaches lead to a shocking discovery for
page 12
sophomore swimmer Taylor Shelley. 

SLAS Proposes New Core Curriculum
Disagreements surface among School of Liberal Arts and Sciences faculty

Proposed SLAS core changes

Katie Hambor/The Rider News

Added:
2 writing
intensive courses
& 1 quantitative
course
Added:
1 course
with global
perspective

Added:
6 credits
pertaining to
a content area
different from the
student’s first
major.

Added:
1 course in
speech

Students will be encouraged
to build a co-curricular
transcript that documents
their educational activities
outside of the classroom

Current core:
Typically 42 credits

Changed:
1 history
course instead
of 2

Proposed core:
Up to 60 credits, but with
many courses counting toward
multiple requirements.

Many of these credits will count toward a student’s major and/or minor, so the credit requirementKatie
will Hambor/The
typically be lower.
Rider News
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By Casey Gale

HANGE may be on the horizon for the School of Liberal
Arts and Sciences’ (SLAS) 37-year-old core curriculum.
On Feb. 6, the SLAS faculty gathered to discuss a new core
proposal that is under construction. The new core would
put an emphasis on critical thinking, global perspectives and a
vertical dimension to integrate core requirements with majors
and minors. The plans are still developing and no changes will be
implemented for fall 2014.
Dr. Jonathan Millen, associate dean of the College of Liberal
Arts, Education and Sciences, and member of the task force,
the faculty-run organization that created the outline for a new
core, is excited at the prospect of a more innovative core.
“Many of us in the task force believe change is needed,” he
said. “The current core has not been changed in something
like 30 years. It has not changed to reflect student needs or
employer needs.”
Not all faculty members agree. The task force, made up of
representatives from all departments who wished to join, presented its proposal in a raucous meeting.
The differences between the new and current core sparked a
negative reaction from many faculty members.
“I was pleased that there was overwhelming opposition to
reducing the world history requirement from two courses to
one,” said Dr. Carol Nicholson, professor of philosophy, in an
email after the meeting. “If the goal is to increase students’
awareness of global perspectives, cutting history would be a
huge mistake.”
On paper, the proposed core
seems to require up to 60 credits. But
SEE CORE
many of these credits will already be
PAGE 4
accounted for in a student’s major.
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By Casey Gale
RUCE George,

poet, activist,
Peabody Award winner and cofounder of HBO’s Def Poetry Jam,
called upon students to be active
participants in a political world.
His keynote speech on Feb. 6 kicked
off Rider’s Black History Month
celebration. Entitled “The Politics of
Artistic Expression,” his talk centered
on finding strength in the face of
the politics that, in various areas in
life, try to stifle the empowerment of
minorities.
“It’s important for us to be aware
politically of what’s going on, as well
as have a voice,” he said. “There is definitely a politic to everything. There’s
a politic to the air we breathe. There’s
a politic to interpersonal relationships.
There’s office politics and there’s religious politics as well.”
He went on to speak about the
political symbolism ingrained in
popular culture, particularly focusing on the submissive roles for which
Hollywood praises black actors and
actresses. Of the black actors who have
won Academy Awards, George said, the
majority have won for roles in which
their character was shown in a negative
or weak light. Additionally, a wide array

of black actors have crossed-dressed
and been feminized in film, such as
the Wayans brothers in White Chicks.
Though George clarified that there is
great strength to be found in women,
the emasculation of black actors simply
makes the black man seem “docile, safe
and passive,” he said.
To end the stereotypes and emasculation of the black community in
Hollywood, George encouraged students to be active and alert participants
in society.
“Politics is something that we need
to be aware of and on top of, or the
system will have us where it wants us to
be,” he cautioned.
In regard to being aware of politics,
George reminded students to remember to not only be “schooled,” but to be
educated and find wisdom within themselves. He said that though most call to
mind the likes of Albert Einstein when
thinking about “genius,” it doesn’t take
academic brilliance to succeed.
“Genius is anything that you do the
way that nobody else can do it,” he
said. “There is a genius in every last
one of you. The status quo doesn’t
want you to know that, because they
want you to be submissive.”
Before closing the Q&A, he recited

Justin Rodney/The Rider News

George urges students to find strength in politics

Keynote speaker Bruce George addressed Rider students on Feb. 6 during Black History Month.
an untitled piece of poetry at the
request of the crowd.
Brenelle Tyus, a graduate student
and organizational leadership major,
was pleased with her decision to come
out and watch George speak.
“I was very empowered by it,” she
said. “I learned a lot about history and
current news.”
Theresa Hughes, senior political science major and president of the Black

Student Union, was proud that her
organization was able to bring George
to Rider.
“It’s great to have a perspective of
African American culture from someone actually speaking it, rather than
just reading it out of a book,” she said.
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P R O V I D E D B Y D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C S A F E T Y V I C K I E W E AV E R

Big shocker

An attempt to fix a faulty light
toggle recently turned dangerous.
Public Safety responded to a
medical emergency at Phi Sigma
Sigma on Feb. 5 at 7:40 p.m. when
a female resident reported that
she had sustained an injury. The
student said she was attempting
to turn on an under-the-cabinet
light at her bedside with a pulldown toggle when the toggle
became stuck. Upon trying to dislodge the toggle, she was reportedly shocked. She complained of
tingling in her right arm and was
provided initial medical attention by Public Safety. The student
sought further treatment at a
nearby hospital.

Ice breaker

The recent snow and ice
storms have been causing more
trouble than just snow days.
Public Safety observed falling tree limbs caused by the ice
storm, striking and damaging two
cars in the Kroner Lot on Feb. 5 at
6:45 a.m. Both vehicles belonged
to female students. One car
sustained a broken rear window,
a partially caved-in roof and multiple dents to the rear end of the
vehicle. The other car sustained
damage to the trunk door, as well
as chipped paint.

Wednesday, February 12

Not handled

It seems as though someone
at Moore Library thought a door
handle would make a better door
stopper.
While on patrol on Feb. 8 at
4:38 p.m., Public Safety was dispatched to Moore Library after a
male staff member reported that
the door handle to the 24-hour
lounge had been removed. Public
Safety met at the library with the
staff member, who had already
replaced the door handle. The
removed handle seemed to be
used to prop open a door, which
was noted would require a fair
amount of strength.
If anyone has information
on this incident, contact Public
Safety at x5029.

Psychology Club presents ‘Endless Love’

7 p.m., Fireside Lounge
Join the Psychology Club for advice from a professional
therapist on romance, love, relationships and how to
make them everlasting.

Gasland Part II

7 p.m., Sweigart 115
Watch the long-run impact of controversial processes
like poisonous water, earthquakes and neurological
damage.
Thursday, February 13

Black History Month discussion

7 p.m., North Hall Room 129
Join in a discussion of the Willie Lynch Letter and its
impact on slavery in the United States.
Friday, February 14

GEMS seminar series

3 p.m., Science 316
Bethany Eden Smith, ’05, will be speaking about her
research experiences aboard the R/V Nautilus.

PUBLIC SAFETY ANNOUNCEMENT
F R O M D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C S A F E T Y V I C K I E W E AV E R

Tuesday, February 18

Black History Month talent show

Snow announcement

Memorial Hall incident

Public Safety is providing shovels, snowbrushes
and ice scrapers to the Rider community. Students
should present their Rider I.D.s to Public Safety to
borrow one of these items. Additionally, Public Safety
is jump-starting vehicles and assisting with car lockouts. These services are free of charge.

On Feb. 6, a class in Memorial Hall was dismissed
because of three messages found on the third floor
of Memorial Hall and the Science building. The messages were written on duct tape saying, “Be deviant
or die of boredum,” “Get away; shoot gunz,” and “Oh
my gawd.” Public Safety is investigating the case, but
currently have no suspects.

7 p.m., Sweigart Auditorium
The show will feature a night filled with singing, dancing, poetry and other forms of entertainment.

Room Selection Schedule 2014-2015
March
1 1
March

$200 room deposit must be
received by the Cashier’s Ofﬁce.
Students who miss this deadline
will still be housed but may have
limited residence hall choices.

March
March10
10

Greek Room Selection

March
March12
12

Premium Room Selection
Singles Room Selection

March
March13
13
March31
31
March
-April
2
- April 2

Standard Room Selection

Feb. 12, 2014

Information Sessions:
Information
Sessions:
Feb
Feb33

Sweigart Hall 115, 9 p.m.

Feb 12
12

Memorial Hall 310, 9 p.m.

Feb
Feb 25
25

March44
March

RHA Program, Mercer Rm, 9 p.m.
Find your Roommate Match
“Roommate Mingle & Match”
Sweigart Hall 115, 10 p.m. Greek
Students Only

Memorial Hall 310, 9:30 p.m.

For more information:
www.rider.edu/housing • 609-896-5057

www.rider.edu
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By Tom Regan
ESTMINSTER Choir

College (WCC) put
together an “Ode to Joy” concert on Jan. 25
in celebration of philanthropist and musician
William H. Scheide’s 100th birthday, which
raised approximately $500,000 for WCC.
He and his wife, Judith Scheide, supporters of the
arts, have given generous donations to WCC as well as
to other neighboring college music and arts programs.
“We want people to hear music,” Judith Scheide
said.
William Scheide has been heavily involved with the
WCC community throughout his career, serving on
the board of trustees for 27 years, including the nine
years he served as the chairman.
Judith Scheide loves that Westminster has been able
to continue a tradition of music education.
“Westminster shows that people can act in harmony and in the service of others,” she said. “I think
that is the most important thing.”
The concert, held on the Princeton University
campus in front of a sold-out crowd, featured the
Westminster Symphonic Choir; the Vienna Chamber
Orchestra, led by Mark Laycock; vocal soloists Ah
Young Hong, Leah Wool, William Burden and Mark
S. Doss; and pianists Mariam Nazarian and Andrew
Sun.
In recognition of Scheide’s lifelong love of Bach,
the concert included a movement from Cantata BWV
140, as well as Brahms’ Academic Festival Overture and
the Prelude for Piano Four Hands, composed by Scheide
as a student. It culminated in Beethoven’s Symphony
No.9, with its famous final movement from which the

concert drew its name.
Judith Scheide described the entire experience as
wonderful, especially the moment when Nazarian and
Sun performed the piano piece, written in 1936 by
William Scheide when he was a senior in college.
The concert concluded with the Symphonic
Choir and Vienna Chamber Orchestra’s rendition of
Happy Birthday in honor of William Scheide, a song
he described as, “the best happy birthday he’s ever
heard.”
Throughout William Scheide’s 100 years, his love
for music has never wavered, as well as his belief in
remaining physically fit. He begins his daily routine with music, which usually consists of Bach
compositions.
“Music centers his life,” Judith Scheide said. “He
exercises and plays piano everyday.”
The concert brought joy to both the Scheides and
the audience, all while raising money for Westminster.
The proceeds will be used to help renovate
Westminster’s Playhouse.
“We’re getting a new building, which is very exciting,” said Bess Ploener, a junior voice performance
major and member of the Westminster Symphonic
Choir. “It’s going to be great for performance, another
place where students can go perform.”
After enjoying music for a century, William Scheide
and his wife have one wish for the future: that the
beautiful language of music continues to be a vital
part of conveying feeling and emotion to the world.
“We hope it continues to fill people and their minds
with beautiful things,” Judith Scheide said.

Courtesy of Judith Scheide

100th birthday raises $500K for WCC

William Scheide, philanthropist and musician, and his wife,
Judith Scheide, celebrate his 100th birthday, which raised about
$500,000 to help renovate Westminster’s Playhouse.

Rider ‘perfect fit’ for new coordinator Stahley

P
Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

By Amanda Dorn

Susan Stahley, substance abuse and sexual assault prevention
coordinator, joins the Rider community to educate students on
how to stay out of harm’s way.

REVENTION work

is something Susan Stahley, the new
substance abuse and sexual
assault prevention coordinator on campus, is passionate about.
“I believe strongly in not only
informing people how to be safe
but in encouraging others not to
be bystanders, to step up and act
to help someone in need,” she
said.
Stahley, who joined the Rider
staff in January, began her education for prevention as a student
assistant counselor in a high school
in Norfolk, Va. She continued her
journey and gained experience in
the workforce at George Mason
University and the University
of North Carolina, Charlotte as
the substance abuse education
coordinator.
Upon graduating with a
bachelor’s in social work from the
University of Georgia, Stahley
moved to Hawaii and obtained her
master’s in social work.
“I am originally from New
York, but I love to travel and live
in different places,” Stahley said.

Living in different cities prepared her to pursue her passion of
helping people. She moved to New
Jersey on Jan. 10 of this year and
joined Rider just a few days later.
“A move to New Jersey to be
closer to family and obtaining a
position at Rider was a perfect fit
for me,” Stahley said.
She looks to offer students support and information on how to
stay protected.
In any situation regarding
alcohol, drug use or sexual assault,
there is always someone to talk
to, she said. She wants to remind
students that they are never alone
and there is always help in reach.
She has experience working with
young adults regarding their drug
and alcohol abuse. Some young
adults need limited help while others need to find different forms of
treatment.
Stahley intends to help students
learn more about helping those
who are in recovery, and connect
for additional support.
“My goal is to form student groups to assist me in this
endeavor and encourage students

to contact me to share their
interest in helping this happen or
to volunteer at various events,”
Stahley said.
She will be collaborating
with both Lawrenceville and
the Westminster Choir College
campuses for those in need. Dean
of Students Anthony Campbell
has worked with Stahley to come
up with a clever name for the
program, “A.S.A.P.” The acronym
stands for “alcohol/drug and
sexual assault prevention.”
“If you see someone in trouble,
act A.S.A.P. to help them,” Stahley
said.
Jeremy Garcia, a senior marketing and advertising double major,
believes that having a substance
abuse and sexual assault prevention coordinator on campus is a
great idea.
“It helps a lot of people,”
Garcia said. “Friends of mine have
gone there and it seems to help
them. It’s a place to gain information and it isn’t as scary as some
may think.”

Facebook COO to help inspire women to achieve top posts
Rider will encourage women to take charge of their futures on Feb. 19
when the Rider Women’s Leadership Council hosts an event that will be
streamed across the country.
According to Rider, “Take the Lead Challenge” looks to help “prepare,
develop, inspire and propel woman to take their fair share of leadership positions by 2024.”
Sheryl Sandberg, COO of Facebook, will be headlining the event, along
with guests like Karen Finney, host of MSNBC’s Disrupt; Erica Gonzalez, editorin-chief of El Diarios/La Prensa; Pat Mitchell, president of the Paley Center for
Media; Michael Crow, president of Arizona State University; and Carla Harris,

managing director at Morgan Stanley.
Gloria Feldt, co-founder and president of Take the Lead, noticed that not
enough women were prominent in top positions.
“Women represent half the population, earn nearly 60% of college degrees,
occupy 47% of the workforce, yet hold only 18% of top leadership positions
across all sectors, 16.9% of corporate board seats and 8.1% of the top earner
slots,” she said.
Arizona State University will be streaming the seminar live across the country, but Rider will be the only university partner in New Jersey to stream the
presentation.

4

The Rider News

News

Feb. 12, 2014

A

By Jen Maldonado
NEW policy

on the use of university vans, and
shortage of support funds have made Midnight
Run, a longtime community service program,
difficult for students to participate in.
Midnight Run is a New York-based non-profit
that enables students to interact with those who are
less fortunate. Students distribute food such as peanut
butter and jelly or tuna sandwiches, along with hot
beverages, clothing, blankets and toiletries, to homeless people in midtown Manhattan.
Gill Chapel on the Lawrenceville campus traditionally oversaw between eight to 12 Midnight Run
programs a year to bring food and clothing to people
living on the streets of New York.
The cost of these Midnight Runs has increased
mostly because of transportation expenses.
“Originally we had use of university-owned
vehicles, but over the last two years, those vans have
become inaccessible to student groups,” said the Rev.
Katie Mulligan, Rider’s Protestant chaplain.
The Athletics Department eliminated its shuttle
service “due to mileage and maintenance restrictions
of the leased vehicle vans,” according to an email that
was sent in May 2012.
Jane Sanchez, coordinator of community service,
said, “No access to athletic vans was a blow to a lot of
people, especially the Midnight Run.”
In previous years, Campus Ministry gathered the
food and clothing through donations and purchases
and covered the gas and tolls. Since there was no cost
for the driver, who was a faculty or staff member, the
out-of-pocket cost for a run often totaled less than
$100.
Now, student groups are responsible for collecting
food and clothing and for hiring a vehicle that is large
enough to accommodate the group members, a professional driver, a faculty adviser and the Midnight Run
guide who would join them in Manhattan. Rider has
a contract with Stout’s buses that student groups can
use, but this costs about $350 to $400 or more. Add
to that the cost of food and tips for the driver and the
guide, and a group will need to have about $500 for a

Core

CONT’D FROM P.1

Even with additional courses added, the
proposal would allow opportunities for
students to “double-dip,” hence making
many classes be counted toward more
than one requirement. The current
core requires 42 credits.
The School of Fine and Performing
Arts and the School of Education
would be invited to change their cores
as well, but the new core would apply
only to SLAS students.
Some faculty at the meeting questioned the idea of a new core altogether, wondering why there was a need
to fix something that does not seem to
be broken. Some students also wonder
the same thing. Muhammad Sarwar, a
sophomore geology major, thinks the
current core gets the job done.
“I think the administration has
already made it well-rounded enough,
by including classes like the fine arts
elective,” he said.
According to Millen, the task force
sent a sub-committee to a national
workshop on general education reform
sponsored by the American Association
of Colleges and Universities to find
ways to improve the current core. The
task force additionally surveyed current
students, faculty and alumni, consulted
with experts on the matter and studied
models being used at other institutions.
“We’re saying, ‘Can we do better? Can we imagine an even more
dynamic, more creative, more inspiring
core that balances what’s good about

successful Midnight Run.
Currently, there isn’t any university or Student
Government Association (SGA) funding available to
support the program. Student groups who are interested in organizing a run are urged to request spontaneous funding.
“Last year, we received funds from the service
learning program and spontaneous funding to pay for
the Stout’s vans,” Mulligan said. “The rest we relied
on donations. This year, Rider Christian Fellowship
applied for funding through the student government budget process and we did not receive it. They
recommended we apply through spontaneous funding
again.”
Although it seems like an uphill battle to gain funding for the ride to the city to serve the homeless, it isn’t
impossible, Mulligan stresses. And, she is willing to
help.
“Students are welcome to contact me and work
with me,” Mulligan said.
Those who have participated feel that supplying
homeless individuals with basic necessities, especially
during these harsh winter months, is a learning experience they will never forget.
“It really makes you appreciate what you have,”
said Nate Culp, a senior biology major and vice president of SGA. “We heard some crazy stories, even met
a guy who went to college and then wound up homeless. It made me feel really lucky to attend a school
and have these basic needs.”
Former students also believe the lasting impact of
attending a Midnight Run is something that shouldn’t
be disregarded.
“It opened my eyes,” said Rider alumnus Scott
Silvester, who participated as a student and a number
of times after his graduation in 2007. “The interaction really impacted me and changed how I view the
homeless. It’s so important.”
Both Mulligan and Sanchez agree with Silvester
and hope that the funding issues and transportation
hassle won’t discourage student groups from getting
involved.
“I think a lot of people love the trip and its impact

what we have, but builds in opportunities for improvement?’” he said.
The new core would also require a
three-credit oral communication course
for all SLAS students. While Millen
emphasized that employers want “to
see communication skills regardless
of major,” the idea received a mixed
reaction. The debate is ongoing among
staff whether or not to make a one- or
three-credit course in oral communication, or whether the requirement is
practical at all.

‘‘

Courtesy of Midnight Run

Lack of vans suspends Midnight Run

Those in need surround Rider vans, where students involved with
Midnight Run give out food, clothing, blankets and toiletries.
on student growth,” Mulligan said. “Unfortunately,
those aren’t the same people that make those funding
decisions.”
Sanchez echoed Mulligan’s sentiments.
“It becomes tough,” Sanchez said. “We have to put
the students into the community. They get a different
feel when they’re out in the community.”
Although, Midnight Run is suspended, Rider is
still continuing to work with the Trenton Area Soup
Kitchen.
Don Brown, retired director of Multicultural
Affairs who frequently participated in Midnight Run,
said he is disappointed that the program’s importance
on campus has diminished.
“It’s confirmation of your classroom experience
through real-life exposure,” said Brown, who still
teaches Race, Class and Gender as an adjunct. “It
converts the homeless from statistics to real people.
With the homeless numbers ever rising, this is not the
time to cut Midnight Run. It’s like cutting food stamps
in a recession.”
Additional reporting by Kevin Whitehead

in the right direction, as she “learned
how to put slides together effectively,
something I would’ve never learned
otherwise,” she said.
In a statement, Dr. Myra Gutin,
Dr. David Dewberry and Dr. Sheena
Howard expressed similar feelings on
the oral speech requirement.
“The ability to communicate clearly
and effectively is essential to the success
of graduates in the 21st century,” they
said. “Rider’s College of Business is
mandated by the American Association

If the goal is to increase students’ awareness of
global presepectives, cutting history would be a
huge mistake.”

Dr. Carol Nicholson, philosophy professor

“Although I am not at all opposed
to this idea of an oral communication
requirement in principle, I’m not sure
that Rider can afford to implement
it,” Nicholson said. “It would probably result in hiring a large number
of adjuncts to teach the course to all
students at a time when we are committed to improving our ratio of full-time
to part-time faculty.”
Many students, on the other hand,
feel as though oral communication is
a skill that can be useful regardless of
their major.
“I learned a lot of things from that
class,” said sophomore elementary education major Hannah Bass. Bass said
that she felt that making a public speaking class mandatory would be a step

of Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB) to require a three-credit
course in speech,” the statement noted.
Similar to the sentiments expressed
by students, the professors emphasized the important skills that the class
teaches.
“We continually hear from former
students who tell us that without a
speech course, they would have never
been able to face audiences or even
small groups and that the skills learned
in the course have served them very
well after graduation,” they said. 		
Though some faculty worried that
credits were taken from history to give
to oral communication, Millen assured
that this was not the case.
“We started with a blank sheet of

paper and said, ‘Let’s envision a core,’”
he said. “We didn’t start with the core
we have and say, ‘How do we change
it?’”
Perhaps the largest difference
between the old and the new core
would be the element of vertical
integration. This aspect would allow
students to understand their majors
more deeply by taking classes in writing
and mathematics that directly relate to
their major.
Additionally, every student would be
required to have another area of study
to explore, which “ideally would lead to
a minor or second major,” Millen said.
To achieve this, students would need to
take two related courses at the 200level or above, but not in their primary
major. It would be in the hands of the
individual departments to decide which
classes would fulfill the vertical integration requirements.
Another forum sponsored by Liberal
Arts and Sciences Committee on
Academic Policy (LASCAP) will be
held later in the semester, where an
update on the new core proposal will be
given based on the faculty’s feedback.
The final proposal will ultimately need
approval from LASCAP before being
implemented.

Feb. 12, 2014
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Iris and the Grasshopper that Flew Away (2006)

Anthurium I (2004)

Kiss of the Butterfly VI (2003)

Odyssey of Dreams is out of this world

S

By Jessica Vento
TUNNING mystical

images leave
a sense of suspense and drama
in the exhibit “An Odyssey of
Dreams – A Decade of Paintings 2003-2012” by British artist Basil
Alkazzi.
Alkazzi’s exhibit features a collection of 34 large-scale colored gouache
and watercolor paintings on handmade
paper, characterized by spiritual and
metaphysical elements. It is on display
at the Art Gallery through March 2. A
program discussing the artist’s work will
be held on Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. in the Art
Gallery.
“Basil’s work is truly beautiful,” Dr.
Harry Naar, gallery director, said. “The
images are spiritual, representational
and abstract, realistic and metaphorical. His use of color is both subtle and
spectacular. For me, his work can make
attachments to the Fauves, Rothko and
Kandinsky, to name just a few.”
Along with the exhibition is a hardcover book that will be available for sale
in the gallery, reproducing all the work
of the exhibit in full color. There is also
an extensive interview conducted by
Naar.
According to Alkazzi’s website,
basilalkazzi.com, “He has traveled
extensively and for long periods of time
through the whole of western Europe,
and for a time he lived in Greece.
Since 1985 he became enamored with
America, and all that it stands for and
aspires to, and since then, he continued

to spend periods of time in New York.
From 1995 until 2000 he was granted
residence in the USA as An Artist of
Exceptional Ability in the Arts.”
The Artist of Exceptional Ability in
the Arts is a nonimmigrant visa granted
by the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security to people who live outside of
the country.
According to the uscis.gov website,
the visa is for “the individual who
possesses extraordinary ability in the
sciences, arts, education, business, or
athletics, or who has a demonstrated

‘‘

“They make one think about the
vastness of the universe on the one
hand and the mysteries of nature on
the other,” Brodsky said. “I see his
paintings as coming from the tradition of metaphysical abstraction, as for
instance, in the work of the abstract
expressionist painter Mark Rothko.
While they are rooted in 20th-century
modernist art, they are very much of
the 21st century.”
Brodsky notes how Alkazzi’s work is
influenced by the traveling he has done
over the years.

Basil’s work is truly beautiful. The images are
spiritual, representational and abstract, realistic and
metaphorical.”

Dr. Harry Naar, Gallery Director

record of extraordinary achievement
in the motion picture or television
industry and has been recognized
nationally or internationally for those
achievements.”
According to Naar, the Basil Alkazzi
exhibition came about through the
efforts of Judith K. Brodsky, a retired
Rutgers professor who is a distinguished
professor emerita in the Department
of Visual Arts at Rutgers. She is also
the founding director of the Rutgers
Center for Innovative Print and Paper,
now called the Brodsky Center. Brodsky
is fond of Alkazzi’s spiritual quality that
influences his artworks.

“There is a universality to Alkazzi’s
work that reflects his experience of
living in many different places and
cultures,” Brodsky said. “He has traveled not only in western Europe and
America, but also in Japan, China and
Tibet. His knowledge of Asian art has
definitely influenced his work.”
Alkazzi is a prolific and, in his own
words, a “compulsive” painter. His
distinguished career spans 50 years,
and his work is held in the public
collections of museums worldwide,
including the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, The Hirshhorn Museum of
the Smithsonian Institution, Nelson

Atkins Museum of Art, Santa Barbara
Museum, the Tel-Aviv Museum of Art,
The National Council in Kuwait, and
Centrum Sztuki in Warsaw, Poland.
Six monographs of his work have
been published, the most recent being
Resonant Echoes – The Art of Basil Alkazzi
by Dennis Wepman.
Brodsky and Naar are former colleagues, so she helped bring the show
to Rider.
“Since Brodsky had participated in
her own one-person exhibition at Rider
a few years ago and also because she
greatly admired the exhibitions that
we have presented, she approached
me with the idea of exhibiting Basil’s
work,” Naar said.
This traveling exhibition that has
been presented at the Bradbury Gallery,
Arkansas State University, The Anne
Kittrell Gallery, and the University of
Arkansas. From Rider, the exhibition
will travel to The Rosenberg Gallery,
Maryland Institute College of Art and
The Sheldon Museum of Art, and the
University of Nebraska.
“To quote Basil, ‘Travel, especially
of long durations, open vistas and very
human contacts, to actually look, see,
and contemplate the many dazzling
beautiful parts of our Earth, to see, feel,
eat and live as much as possible as the
indigenous people do, is very enriching
to both the body and the mind, and the
soul,’” Naar said.

EARING a

white, one-shouldered ruffled gown, Lynn
Brown, ’07, walked down the aisle of Gill Chapel on
Sept. 13, 2013 to marry the man she has loved for nearly
15 years. On this day, she would become Mrs. Lynn Ucci.
Ucci was able to celebrate the occasion at a place that she cherished and even interact with some of the current students.
“Since the chapel is right near the sororities and fraternities,
there were a lot of people around campus because our ceremony
was during school,” Ucci said. “My husband’s grandmother took
photos with the fraternity guys who were out there having a barbeque. Those were some of the best photos from the wedding.”
Photo shoots with fraternity brothers aren’t included in most
ceremonies, but weddings on both campuses have been a tradition for many years. On the Lawrenceville campus, weddings
have occurred for more than 25 years in Gill Chapel. Historically,
weddings have taken place for years in Bristol Chapel on the
Westminster campus, but have recently stopped because of lack of
availability, according to Brittany Perkins, manager of events and
conferences.
Typically, three to five weddings per year happen on the
Lawrenceville campus and they are usually held in the warmer
months, Perkins said. Receptions can take place on campus as
well. Many occur in the Cavalla Room, but any space on campus
is available for receptions, such as the Fireside Lounge and the
Mercer Room.
Couples that hold Rider in their hearts can rent Gill Chapel for
their ceremony at a price of $309 per day. They can also reserve
the Cavalla Room for $1,125 or the Fireside Lounge for about
$500 for their receptions. Rider staff, students and alumni receive
a 25% discount off the rental fee, according to Perkins.
Mr. and Mrs. Ucci
Ucci graduated with a journalism degree with a multimedia
track. She never wanted to go to any other college and enjoyed her
experience so much that Gill Chapel instantly came to mind when
selecting a wedding location.

“I actually decided I wanted to get married at Rider before
even going and looking at the chapel,” Ucci said. “I remembered
it. I was in there a couple of times while I was at school. Years
later, I was like, ‘Let’s just do it. I want to book it without even
coming to see it.’”
Lynn Ucci met her husband, Vincent Ucci, through his cousin
who was her best friend in grade school. Though Vincent Ucci
was not a Rider student, he still had memories of Rider as well.
“He always visited me when I was at Rider, so when I said, ‘I
think it’s a good idea to have the wedding there,’ he was all for it,”
Lynn Ucci said. “He liked the campus as well.”
Mr. and Mrs. Janes
Dr. Barry Janes, professor of communication, married the
beautiful woman he saw across the room at a Christmas party
many years before on May 25, 2001, in Gill Chapel.
Janes had crossed paths with his wife, Mary Anne Esposito, a
few times before he became her husband through mutual friends
and her family members.
“It turns out that early on when I would go to Christmas parties
at this person’s house, she was there and we would pass in the hallway, but we never really spoke,” Janes said. “I often tell her that I
remember asking my friend who that beautiful woman was.”
Janes was friendly with Esposito’s brother whom he would play
cards with on a regular basis. He even met her children and exhusband before he interacted with his wife-to-be.
“It was one of those things where her brother and I were
talking at a card game and he mentioned that his sister just got a
divorce,” Janes said. “So I asked, ‘Would your sister be interested
in going out to dinner and drinks?’”
Both Janes and Esposito were recently divorced, but he wasn’t
particularly interested in becoming married with children. He just
wanted to have dinner with her to see what would happen.
“A couple years later I was married with children, which was a
new experience for me, as I never had children in my first marriage,” he said. “I wasn’t quite sure what to expect.”
Janes has been a professor in the Department of

Communication and Journalism for 28 years.
“Rider was just such a big part of my life, being the place that I
worked, but it was kind of an anchor for a long time,” he said.
Rider allowed Janes to assemble his friends, family and many
co-workers from the department for the special occasion. One
even played the piano as the bride walked down the aisle.
“We weren’t strongly affiliated with any particular church, so I
thought that the chapel on campus was wonderful, a great place
for people to gather,” he said.
Janes’ stepson, Michael Esposito, was his best man, while his
stepdaughter, Marissa Esposito, was the maid of honor. Janes
reflected on a memorable moment with his new stepson prior to
the walk down the aisle.
“You’re kind of separated before the ceremony while the bride’s
getting ready,” Janes said. “My stepson and I were in a room joking around. It was a very good time. I know sometimes when you
get into those situations, especially with kids, you’re the interloper.
But there was none of that going on.”
Mr. and Mrs. Yu
Jennifer Park-Yu, assistant bursar, has worked at Rider for eight
years and is currently finishing her master’s in organizational leadership. She married Ryan Yu on May 11, 2013, in Gill Chapel.
The couple celebrated their union in the Cavalla Room along with
friends, family and co-workers from the Bursar’s Office including
Drew Armando, executive director of One Stop Services, and
Dennis Levy, director of Financial Aid.
“It was very special to me,” Park-Yu said. “These people are
like family to me.”
Park-Yu met her husband through his mother. She claims
Yu’s mother fell in love with her and arranged their meeting.
Yu’s mother was selling furniture because she was downsizing
her house and Park stopped by to look at what she had for sale.
Instead of a good deal on furniture, she walked away with her
future husband.
“The funny thing is I never picked up the furniture,” Park-Yu
said.

Students study in fun & sun

Arts&Entertainment

Park-Yu chose Rider for her ceremony and reception because
she wanted to be in a place that she holds dear.
“Rider has a lot of meaning to me,” Park-Yu said. “I’ve made
a lot of great friends while I was working at Rider. I wanted my
wedding location to be as meaningful as possible. Gill Chapel is
very beautiful and the campus itself is really pretty around May.”
After the I do
The wedding wasn’t the end of the milestones and celebrations
at Rider for Janes and his family. Both his stepchildren attended
Rider and graduated in the same class.
“We’ve become a big Rider family from getting married to the
kids coming here,” Janes said. “My daughter just recently had a
baby and one of the first things I did was I went out and bought a
Rider onesie. Keep the tradition. Maybe he’ll come here as well.”

Courtesy of Dr. Barry Janes
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Dance team twerks for the win

A

Courtesy of Katelyn White

By Alyssa Naimoli

More than two dozen Rider students, including seniors Taylor and Kelly Krolik, in turtle shells, boarded a plane for 10-day Galapagos Island trip during winter break. The trip featured two classes: Nature’s
Business, taught by Dr. Cindy Newman and Dr. Jonathan Husch, and Documenting Other Cultures, instructed by Dr. Barry Janes. Dr. William Gallagher also joined the trip as a specialist on Darwin and evolution.

contest, a four day deadline, a Miley
Cyrus hit and a trending hashtag brought the
Rider Dance Team’s accomplishments to greater
heights on Feb. 7 when MTV posted clips from
10 finalists on its website for the “Dancing with Miley”
contest. The Rider Dance Team qualified, and on Feb.
8, its video clip aired three times between 4 p.m. and 11
p.m. during a dance movie marathon on MTV.
A production assistant from the network contacted
teams from the tri-state area in January, and after
being invited to participate in the contest, the dance
team choreographed a routine.
“Since we are a hip-hop team, primarily, the routine was a fun hip-hop dance, with a twerking influence of course,” junior journalism major and dance
team member J’na Jefferson said. “It was a lot of fun
because we had a little twerking experience under
our belts. I choreographed a piece for the basketball
games inspired by Miley and her twerking so it was a
really fun challenge for us.”
Team captain and senior elementary education
major Michelle Farace knew that the contest would be
a great opportunity for the team and decided to get
straight to work.
“We only had a range of four days to make up a
dance, figure out formations and outfits, record it and
submit it,” Farace said. “With that being said, it was a
little bit stressful, but I knew we could pull it together.”
The contest consisted of individual dancers and
groups that submitted their own videos of original
choreography to Miley Cyrus’ song “We Can’t Stop.”
Viewers then voted for their favorite performance on
Feb. 8. From the start of the contest, the Rider Dance
Team had taken a significant lead with its eye-catching
hip-hop dance.
“During the commercial breaks they would show
the dances that were in the contest and would put

Courtesy of Michelle Farace

N MTV

The Rider Dance Team became a worldwide Twitter trend during
its race to victory in MTV’s “Dancing with Miley” competition.
each team’s hashtag on the screen for viewers to
tweet,” Farace said. “Right away, we had a big lead.
People from all over the world were tweeting for us
and #teamdtg was trending worldwide.”
Farace hopes that this win will build confidence
and a stronger relationship among the team. She also
hopes it will gain more recognition and fans at basketball games.
“This is the first time something this big has ever
happened to us during the four years I have been on
the team,” Farace said. “I told the team this definitely

makes up for not going to a competition this year.”
The contest brought multiple firsts in their team’s
history. The dancers created their routine from scratch
and brought their team to global recognition. The
dance team also welcomed a former dancer, Blasia
Antinoro, sophomore gender studies major, back into
the studio for their submission video.
“She is a great dancer and happens to have the
same hairstyle as Miley Cyrus,” Farace said.
Members of the dance team drew from other experiences and were happy they could use their talent and
energy in their routine.
The team has now had the opportunity to expand
its reach and reputation beyond the Rider campus and
the New Jersey area.
All of the motivation paid off because the team
won the grand prize of attending Cyrus’ upcoming
Bangerz Tour.
“We were ecstatic,” Farace said. “We couldn’t
believe it. We have a group chat, so we were texting on
that the entire day.”
Despite the quick deadline and the hard work, the
team was happy to get the routine done and enter
the contest. Together the dancers endured a quick
submission time while creating a routine that reflected
their personal style and was an experience for them to
remember.
“The contest has definitely brought us closer
together,” Jefferson said. “Our practices are always
fun, but preparing for the contest was incredible and
being able to interact with each other through this has
been amazing.”
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FROM THE EDITOR
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OTENTIAL changes to the School
of Liberal Arts and Sciences
(SLAS) core curriculum have
sparked some intense feedback
from Rider professors.
“If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it,”
argues much of the opposition to the
proposed changes. However, the creators of the new core feel that while
the current curriculum may not be
broken, it is becoming increasingly
outdated.
And, with a tornado of transformation bringing massive changes to
every corner of society, spicing up
the curriculum may make sense.
As students who have completed
the current core requirements in
SLAS, we can honestly say that we
have gained valuable insight and
knowledge from every course. We
would even go as far as to say that
completing the core has forced us
to take classes that we otherwise
would not have — classes that have
dramatically changed our outlooks
on life.
Because of our positive experiences in the SLAS core classes, we
too, had a negative reaction to the
proposition of change. But soon we
remembered a very important lesson
that we have learned throughout our
time here at Rider: Always have an
open mind.
Change is always a little frightening, as it requires discomfort
and adjustment. However, without
change, there cannot be progress —
and Rider takes pride in being the
home of both change and progress,
with the building of new academic
buildings, improvements to a number of academic courses and constantly trying to better our campus
by going green.
After exposure to the details of
the proposed curriculum, we found
that we agreed with both the supporters and the naysayers. Some
suggestions include the reduction of
world history to one course, along
with the addition of an oral communication course for all SLAS
students.
Completing two mandatory
courses in world history is not most

people’s idea of a good time. But
taking courses that we may not
otherwise be exposed to can broaden
our horizons and inspire us to
declare second majors or minors.
History courses are valuable
because students are exposed to the
truths of the past that have for so
long been hidden from us. One of
the most monumental mistakes of
mankind is brushing the past under
the rug; Rider should encourage
students not to forget, but instead, to
embrace and learn from history.
At the same time, the addition of
an oral communication requirement
would provide students with priceless communication skills. Regardless
of our career goals, each and every
student needs these skills. From
presenting a dissertation paper to
expressing love for your best friend
on his or her wedding day, speaking
in front of others without turning
red and stuttering will never be an
obsolete skill.
While other courses may integrate public speaking, the specific
skills learned in speech courses are
irreplaceable. Rider already has
amazing speech communication
professors who make students feel
comfortable enough to break out
of their shells and gain confidence.
Expanding these courses to all SLAS
students is truly a turn in the right
direction.
While the current SLAS core curriculum has successfully produced
well-rounded Rider students for
decades, it may be time to introduce some changes. The drafters of
the new core have created a fresh
and unique blueprint for change.
However, the objections of some faculty hold valuable insight that should
be carefully considered before the
proposed core is approved.

The weekly editorial expresses the
majority opinion of The Rider News.
This week’s editorial was written by
Copy Editor, Sarah Bergen

Want to advertise with
The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now
cheaper for everyone.
Let the students of
Rider University
know about events,
For more information, visit
theridernews.com/place-an-ad

Sophie Vakalis/The Rider News

SLAS core change
creates controversy

SENIOR SENTIMENTS

Find an ’appily
ever after

I

T’S no secret that in today’s world,
social media has become a part of
our everyday lives, whether we use
it to check up on a friend we haven’t
talked to in a while or post informative
articles for a class discussion. Regardless,
it’s everywhere and it’s not going away
anytime soon. It’s even made its way
into another aspect of our lives: dating.

One of the latest social media
crazes is a new dating app called
Tinder. According to an article in
the Los Angeles Times, creators Sean
Rad, Justin Mateen, Jonathan Badeen
and Christopher Gulczunski wanted
to assist people in getting to know
each other with the app’s easy-to-use
features. So how exactly does it work?
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JUNIOR SPEAKS

Falling in love
with looks

Y

OU’RE walking across campus
to get some grub from Daly’s
when someone you’ve never seen
before strolls past you and into
the dining hall. Who is that? Where did
he or she come from? You get butterflies
in your stomach. You stop dead in your
tracks and notice your eyes following this
mystery person.
Is it love at first sight? It more than
likely isn’t.
I think it’s possible to be “in lust” at
first sight, but love is certainly a powerful feeling that you can’t necessarily say
you can feel when you see someone for
the first time.
Don’t get me wrong — it’s possible
to be physically attracted to someone
you’ve never met before, but I don’t
think you say that you’re “in love” with
someone until you get to know him
or her. What is more important than
physical attraction is the emotional
connection you share with someone
that definitely cements that feeling and
the definition of love.
For instance, you could go on a date
with someone you find very attractive, but if you think this person has
the personality of a wet paper towel,
clearly your attraction to him or her
was merely physical. Humans have a
tendency to be very visual creatures,
which is why we often confuse physical
attraction with love.
This theory even goes with friendship. There could be someone you’d
never thought you’d be friends with at
first glance, but when you really get to
know the person, you can discover that
you wish you had been friends for a
long time. It’s amazing what happens

Q
&A

when you really get to know someone.
Another reason that I don’t think it’s
possible to fall in love at first sight is my
belief that the feeling of love progresses
over time. You can start dating someone and he or she may have stronger
feelings toward you than you do toward
him or her, but over time, your feelings
will eventually start to grow to be much
stronger than you ever imagined. Sort
of like a plant needs water, love needs
a little time to blossom to reach its full
potential. A strong relationship and
real love takes some work. As the saying
goes, “Rome wasn’t built in a day,” and
falling in love doesn’t take a day either.
It is, however, possible for an exception to occur. Some people may find
that they’ve fallen for both someone’s
looks as well as his or her personality,
which is great. I still believe that we
love with our hearts and not with our
eyes, but if you can find someone you
can love at first sight and love even
more after getting to know him or her,
more power to you.
When you’re in love, you’ll know,
because it will be unlike anything
you’ve ever felt. Romantic love is definitely a connection that comes about
when you both need each other the
most, and you both would do absolutely anything to make each other
happy. Love is sticking by the person’s
side through thick and thin. It’s such a
powerful emotion, that I don’t think it’s
possible to feel it when you see someone at first glance.
-J’na Jefferson
Junior journalism major

Do you believe in love at first sight?
“I BELIEVE IN LUST AT first sight. To really love someone you need to
get to know them inside and out and learn to love all their flaws and
imperfections.
-Samantha Breccia
Junior digital media major
“YOU CAN’T LOVE SOMEONE UNTIL you

actually know them. You can
find them attractive or be interested but at least for me, love takes
time.
-John Shiah
Junior public relations major

Tinder
CONT’D FROM P. 8

Well for starters, it’s a game of hit or miss. In order to
have the app, you need to log in with your Facebook
account and from there you can configure your settings as to what gender and age range of people you’d
like to see, up to what distance you’d like your potential matches to be, as well as how many (if you choose
to have any) Tinder pictures you’d like to upload.
From there, the app will find potential matches for you
based on your settings. If you like who you see, swipe
right on your screen. If not, swipe left. Ultimately, if
you match with someone, meaning that they “liked”
you as well, you both have the ability to message each
other. Not to worry, if they come on too strong, you
can always block them.
I’ve only had the app downloaded on my phone
for the past two weeks and have definitely had some
interesting experiences thus far. In all honesty, the only
reason I downloaded it in the first place is for pure
entertainment. Though I am a hopeless romantic, the
fact that the majority of Tinder users are under the

‘‘
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Time is too slow for those who wait, too swift for
those who fear, too long for those who grieve, too short
for those who rejoice, but for those who love, time is
eternity.

Henry Van Dyke, American Author
FRESHMAN FINDINGS

I

Local date ideas
spark romance

T’S that time of year again — with
Valentine’s Day just around the
corner, many couples are wondering
where they will spend the holiday
with their special someone. While some
may want to stay in and spend time with
their loved one watching movies, others
could be looking to have a romantic dinner at a local restaurant.
With the second semester bustle of
schoolwork beginning to kick in, it is
hard to find time to plan the big night.
Since Valentine’s Day falls on a Friday,
more local businesses will be opening
up their doors for the most romantic
day of the year.
Start with local restaurants instead
of big chain names. Lesser-known
restaurants give a more intimate and
quieter atmosphere that makes it
easier to listen to conversations. At the
Chambers Walk Café in Lawrenceville,
there is live music, an open-kitchen
style atmosphere, and the typical flavors of contemporary American bistro
with a hint of Mediterranean.
For an international meal, Mikonos
Greek Restaurant in Ewing offers fresh,
healthy dishes that are offered in a
room-with-a-view atmosphere. Other
restaurants celebrating Valentine’s Day
in the area include The Inn of the
Hawke in Lambertville, The Metro
North in Princeton and The Firehouse
Café in Mt. Holly.
While dinner reservations may be
kept for the evening, some may want to
make it a full day of celebration. There
are many local attractions in Mercer
County that allow for both friendship
and couple dates.
The Princeton University Art
Museum is currently celebrating 500
Years of the Italian Master Drawings,
as well as showcasing the works of

age of 30 leads me to believe that the odds of finding
a serious relationship isn’t impossible, but is highly
unlikely since most 20-somethings in today’s generation are simply looking for a “hook-up” or to go out
and have a good time. Additionally, the different kinds
of personalities I’ve encountered are ones that even
the greatest authors would be incapable of portraying
in their next bestsellers. As a result, I thought it would
be worthwhile to take a look at some of the most common kinds of guys I’ve encountered on Tinder so far:
The Thirsty: A.K.A your stereotypical fitness
buffs who think they’re the coolest things since sliced
bread. The conceited, dirty mirror selfie connoisseurs
who are only after one thing, and ladies, it’s not your
brain.
The Mutual Friend: Well, this is awkward.
Whether it’s your roommate’s friend or your cousin’s
aunt’s brother-in-law’s son from a previous marriage,
you’ll never look at him the same way again once
you’ve encountered him on Tinder.
The Overly Sensitive: Save the drama for your
mama, dude. This is a dating app, not a therapy
session.
The Taken: Really, what the heck are you doing
on a dating app if you already have a girlfriend? Bro,

Edvard Munch’s Symbolism in Print
with works from the Museum of
Modern Art in New York and the
works of Alexander Calder.
Another local art destination is The
Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton,
which displays large, realistic and interactive pieces of art that span acres of
the quaint park.
Couples who are looking for a more
adventurous date can take advantage
of this cold weather and go ice skating.
Loucks Ice Center in Lawrenceville
or the Mercer County Skating Center
near Mercer County Community
College in West Windsor have rentals,
hot chocolate and snacks to enjoy.
For the theater lovers, McCarter
Theater in Princeton is offering two
award-winning shows to choose from,
both at 8:00 p.m. on Feb. 14. The
jukebox musical RAIN: A Tribute to the
Beatles, and August Wilson’s play Fences,
both offer a great way to end a perfect
day.
However, big activities and fancy
meals may not be for everyone.
Staying in and watching romantic
movies is an option for friends. From
a well-known romantic comedy such
as Sleepless in Seattle to the classic love
story Casablanca, films of all kinds can
make the date one to remember if it is
spent with a loved one. More popular
Valentine’s Day flicks include Love
Actually, The Notebook, When Harry Met
Sally, Crazy, Stupid, Love, and the famous
love tale Titanic. A romantic film or not,
watching movies with the perfect date
could easily make this Valentine’s Day
memorable.
-Kimberly Ortiz
Freshman journalism major

you either need to delete your profile or re-evaluate
your life choices.
The Obsessed: Oh you know, a potential stalker,
maybe serial killer? Ladies, this is where blocking
comes in handy.
The Hopeless Romantic: Wait, you mean
you’re actually looking for a relationship? There’s
hope for love on Tinder after all?
The “Wait, What?”: In all seriousness, you’ll
never have a date, so much as a match on this app, if
the first picture that’s visible is of you wearing nothing
but a diaper posing like Captain Morgan. Yes, I said
diaper. True story.
With that being said, I’m interested in what guys
have to say about the app as well as the kinds of
encounters other girls have had with Tinder. Though
its potential for pairing long-lasting matches is still
uncertain, I think it’s safe to say that it has been successful in being a confidence booster to any girl who
loves a compliment or a good laugh. Even if you’re
looking for love and haven’t had the best luck, at least
you can brush up on some bad pick-up lines from your
experiences on Tinder.
-Sabrina Safran
Senior digital media major
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By Steven Eggert
YNESHIA McKenzie

joked around about her
change from her freshman year at Rider until
now. She said that she used to be so skinny
that if she set a screen on the three-point arc
and drew contact, she would end up all the way at half
court.
The senior guard’s biggest game happened on
Feb. 6, when she tied a Rider-single game point total
record with 37 points and added 19 rebounds to lead
the Broncs to a 92-90 overtime victory over Iona, a
team that had won 18 straight games and hadn’t lost
since Nov. 12. In addition, she became Rider’s all-time
leading rebounder with 1,046. McKenzie joins Jessica
Beck, ’96, as the second women’s basketball player to
compile 1,000 points and 1,000 rebounds.
“It was probably one of the best performances
you’re going to see from a Rider women’s player,”
Head Coach Lynn Milligan said. “It was a great
testament to how far she’s come, how far her talent
has risen, and what she’s capable of this February. It’s
crunch time and where she can really lead her team.”
The strength of the players at the Division I level
was overwhelming to the young player early in her
career and she needed to learn to adjust at the next
level.
The goals she set were simple, but needed time in
order for them to be fulfilled. McKenzie needed to
work hard in the gym to gain strength and develop her
skills. It would be the only way she could build herself
to a decorated collegiate basketball career.
“My first year at Rider, I didn’t realize it, but I
was really skinny,” McKenzie said. “It wasn’t what
I wanted. I always wanted to have the ball-handling
skills and be a shooter. I worked on all of that, but my
biggest thing after my freshman year was to get my
weight up. I knew for me to be successful, I couldn’t
be as skinny as I was.”
After a sophomore year where she was selected
to the third team All-MAAC, the Springfield, Pa.,
native felt that it still wasn’t enough. She decided that
she needed to spend two summer sessions before her
junior season at Rider to enhance her skills even more
and develop consistency. As a junior, McKenzie averaged 14.2 points and 9.8 rebounds per game, ranking
top-five in the MAAC in both categories and earning first team All-MAAC honors. This year, she has
increased her average to 20 points and 11 rebounds
per game, second in each category.
In an 82-72 win against Niagara on Feb. 9,
McKenzie added to her reputation as a double-double
machine, notching 20 points and 11 rebounds, giving
her 40 career double-doubles and 14 this season.
McKenzie’s game is about getting to the basket
and outworking her opponents, not by shooting
three-point jump shots, where she has 20 attempts all

season, three in her last eight games. A majority of
her points are scored from posting up and working on
the interior.
The fearless attitude of getting contact in the low
post was a trait that she needed to develop early in her
Rider basketball career.
“My freshman year, I’d shy away from contact,”
McKenzie said. “You’d see me trying to step back with
jump shots over people. Now, I want contact, I want to
scream, ‘And one.’ I feed off of that. I love that I can
go in with no problem and get hit and still take the
two points. I really like the strength here.”
Getting stronger has been a reason for McKenzie’s
ability to perform at a level that few can compete with
in the conference. No matter who Rider faces, if she
is able to get her points and pull down her share of
rebounds, the Broncs are a tough match for anyone.
Besides putting up the statistics to help her team
to victory, McKenzie has also shown it through her
character. Her teammates respond to her leadership
effectively. They try to work as hard as she does, both
on and off the court.
“She’s a great leader,” freshman center Julia
Duggan said. “Just the way she plays is really encouraging. We look up to her a lot and she can do everything. If you do something bad, she’ll tell you what
you need to do to get better, and next time, you’re
going to get that.”
McKenzie admits that the ability to lead did not
come to her naturally.
At Springfield High School, she was a McDonald’s
All-American, second team All-State, had an undefeated senior season, and was even named the player
of the decade.
Though she received many accolades, it took her
four years of high school and another few at Rider
before coming out of her shell. She realized that being
a leader consisted of other qualities besides skill.
“In high school, I was shy and I didn’t know what it
meant to be a leader,” McKenzie said. “I was a leader
only because of what I could do on the court. I didn’t
get advice that I needed to talk, that talking or body
language was being a leader. Every year, coach has
harped on me about being this leader. You can’t just
show talent on the court; you’ve got to talk.”
The time McKenzie’s leadership will truly be tested
is now. There are six regular season games left and
February is the last full month of basketball before
the Broncs go to Springfield, Mass., to compete in the
MAAC Championship.
She’s won several individual conference awards, but
still wants to fulfill the team goal of winning a MAAC
conference title. That’s one void in her résumé she’d
like to fill. It will be her last chance to take the Broncs
to heights no Rider team has ever achieved before.
“I don’t think it’s hit me,” McKenzie said. “I don’t

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

McKenzie makes mark on Rider history

Senior guard MyNeshia McKenzie is only the second woman in
Rider basketball history to surpass 1,000 points and rebounds.
care about my personal accolades. I want to hang a
banner. That was my ultimate goal when I got here.
The personal accolades are great, I love them, but I
just want to hang a banner, and that’s all I want with
this entire career here.”
Statistically, she has 1,454 career points, 18 points
behind Becky Hower, ’95, for fourth all-time, and
1,046 rebounds give her the all-time Rider record in
that category.
Being around the Rider basketball program
since the late 1980s, Milligan has no question that
McKenzie can be considered one of the best Rider
women’s players ever.
“There are a lot of women’s basketball players in
the Rider Hall of Fame that I had the privilege to
play with,” Milligan said. “I can make a comparison
between her and Beck, whose record she just broke,
Kelly Eckardt, ’90, and Debbie Snyder, ’94, all players
who I played with. MyNeshia has put together one of
the best careers of any women’s basketball player at
this university.”

Fenlator, Jones paired up
in bobsled at Winter Games

F
bleacherreport.com /USA Today Sports

By Thomas Albano

Jazmine Fenlator, ’07, will pair with Lolo Jones at the Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia.

ORMER track

and field star now
turned bobsledder, Jazmine
Fenlator, ’07, currently in Sochi,
Russia for the 2014 Winter Games,
will be paired with Olympic runner Lolo
Jones as her brakeman.
It was announced on Feb. 9 that
Fenlator and Jones will be in the USA-3
sled in Sochi. They will be joined by
pilot Elana Meyers and brakeman
Lauryn Williams in the USA-1 sled and
pilot Jamie Greubel and brakeman Aja
Evans in the USA-2 sled.
Jones and Williams will be the ninth
and tenth Americans to compete in
both Summer and Winter Olympics.
Jones is competing in her first Winter
Games after making the Summer
Olympics in both 2008 (Beijing) and
2012 (London). She did not medal.
Williams, on the other hand, won a

silver medal at the 2004 Athens Games
in the 100-meter and a gold medal in
the 2012 games in the 4x100 meter
relay.
Together, Jones and Fenlator won
the silver medal at a 2012 bobsledding World Cup event in Lake Placid,
N.Y. The pair also placed seventh in
Igls, Austria, eighth in Koenigssee,
Germany, and 15th in Calgary, Alberta,
Canada in other World Cup bobsledding races.
The 2014 Olympic women’s bobsled
competition will take place Feb. 18-19.
The event will be held at the Sliding
Center Sanki, in Rzhanaya Polyana,
Russia, 37 miles away from Sochi.
American women have medaled
in each of the three Winter Games
that included the two-woman bobsled
competition.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Rider slips to fifth in MAAC standings

A

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

By Thomas Albano

Sophomore guard Khalil Alford scored 10 points and grabbed
five rebounds in 15 minutes of play on Feb. 8 against Quinnipiac.

Ta

time of the season when winning games is
crucial, the Broncs look to get back onto winning
ways when they take on Manhattan at home in
Alumni Gym on Feb. 13.
The Broncs (12-11, 8-6 MAAC) go into the game
on a two-game losing skid, with losses coming at home
against Marist (9-14, 6-7 MAAC) 68-61 on Feb. 6, and
most recently on the road against Quinnipiac (14-8,
9-4 MAAC) 82-61 on Feb. 8.
Head Coach Kevin Baggett attributes the team’s
recent struggles to a combination of things that
include fatigue.
“We played six games in 15 days now,” Baggett
said. “We played four in nine or four in 10, so we’re a
little worn out.”
This is only the second time in the last 14 matchups that the Red Foxes have defeated the Broncs.
The game against Quinnipiac in Hamden, Conn.,
saw the Broncs struggle when it came to grabbing the
boards. Quinnipiac, who leads the nation in rebounds
per game, out-rebounded Rider 44-30. This included
the Bobcats leading the Broncs by seven in both offensive and defensive rebounding.
With a tiring team, Baggett knew it was going to
be hard for the Broncs to compete against Quinnipiac
with its style of play, especially in rebounds.
“It certainly didn’t do us any favors by playing
them at the end of this stretch,” Baggett said. “There’s
times in the schedule where things don’t line up, but
you got to find ways to win those games. You can’t
complain about it. Everyone’s going through the
stretch of the schedule. It’s a really good league.”
Senior forward Danny Stewart would lead the
team with 15 points in the game against the Bobcats.
Freshman guard Jimmie Taylor and sophomore guard
Khalil Alford were just behind Stewart, totaling 12
and 10 points, respectively.

Five Quinnipiac players scored in double figures
while compiling 11 assists.
The lead margin would show the Bobcats’ outperformed the Broncs. Rider’s greatest lead was when the
team led 7-2 four minutes into the game. However, it
slowly, but surely, became all Bobcats. Quinnipiac led
Rider by as much as 22, and would win by 21. Rider
would not lead at all in the second half.
The two-game losing streak comes after a period
where the Broncs won three in a row for the second
time this season. Rider has only six games remaining
this season until the MAAC Championship.
Having already faced Manhattan (16-6, 9-4
MAAC) in a showdown on ESPNU on Jan. 24 that
saw the Broncs struggle and lose 67-51, Baggett is
focused for the rematch.
“They forced us into some turnovers last time and
we got to be more aggressive,” Baggett said. “Last
time we were a little passive against their little manto-man zone. So we just got to go in with the mindset
that everything we do we got to be aggressive.”
Sophomore guard Zedric Sadler believes that
though the team couldn’t grind it out against
Quinnipiac because of “dead legs,” they have something to prove in this game against the Jaspers.
“It’s a must-win game and we really need this win
to open the eyes of people,” Sadler said. “I think
people really think when they play us they can push us
around and we won’t fight back. So, we will be ready
and strapped up for this game.”
Sophomore forward Shawn Valentine is confident
in his team’s ability as the season wraps up.
“We want to win it all,” Valentine said. “My team
and I have each other’s back and we still have a lot of
work to do. We will get the job done.”

WRESTLING

Seniors sent off with one final home victory

R

By Matt Burrill

improved its record
to 13-6 on the season, after
defeating longtime rival Hofstra,
22-18 on Feb. 9. This was the
41st meeting between Hofstra (6-7, 3-2
EIWA) and Rider (13-6, 4-1 EWL) but
the first as non-conference opponents.
Rider has not beaten Hofstra since
the 2009-10 season. In addition, the
Pride have been victorious in 13 of the
last 15 meetings with the Broncs.
“This has been a rivalry since the
day I got here,” Head Coach Gary
Taylor said.
The program honored its two
graduating seniors: 174-pound graduate student Jim Resnick and 165-pound
redshirt senior Ramon Santiago. With
Resnick sidelined because of an injury,
Santiago would be the lone senior to
carry the flag on Senior Day. Santiago
picked up a 6-1 victory at a crucial
point in the dual.
After getting off to a strong 12-0
start in the first three bouts, Rider fell
in the next three, tieing the score at
12-12 when Santiago took to the mat.
“It meant a lot to me, this was my
last match here,” Santiago said.
In a season where Santiago held a
top-15 ranking in his weight class, but
finished with a 15-12 overall record,
Santiago was able to end his career at
Alumni Gym on a high note, defeating
a Hofstra wrestler who was a three-time
NCAA qualifier.

Roy DeBoer/Rider University

IDER wrestling

Clint Morrison, a 184-pound redshirt junior, picked up a major decision victory on Feb. 9 at home.
“This has been a very long year,”
Santiago said. “I knew I had a chance
to turn my season around against a
ranked opponent tonight.”
Taylor was pleased with Santiago’s
final bout at home.
“For Ramon to come back and wrestle that way tonight was great,” Taylor

said. “That’s the Ramon we know.”
Santiago was one of six Broncs to
earn a victory on Feb. 9; 125-pound
redshirt sophomore Robert Deutsch,
133-pound redshirt junior Chuck
Zeisloft, 174-pound redshirt sophomore
Connor Brennan, 184-pound redshirt
junior Clint Morrison, and 285-pound

redshirt sophomore Greg Velasco also
picked up wins.
Deutsch’s victory helped him to be
named the EWL Wrestler of the Week.
He is currently ranked 12th in the
nation at his weight class.
Brennan claimed his 10th victory in
a row and improved his overall record
to 21-7 on the year.
Rider came into the matchup licking
its wounds after a 19-20 defeat on the
road against Drexel. Taylor knew that
the team needed a better mindset; and
after having what he called, “the most
productive meeting in years,” the team
came out strong.
“We were disappointed with the
other night,” Taylor said. “We sat down
as a team and really re-looked at everything. They responded tonight.”
With two duals left until the EWL
tournament, the Broncs know that each
match will be crucial down the stretch.
The team will be taking a trip out to
Cleveland State (1-10, 0-4 EWL) on
Feb. 15 for its final EWL dual, then will
head back home to take on Princeton
(8-2, 2-1 IVY) on Feb. 21.
Santiago hopes to finish the season
strong in his final competitions as a
Bronc.
“I want to go out and dominate as a
team,” he said.
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MAAC finalist, high GPA, what can go wrong?

I

By Christopher Brooks

shaping up to be another normal semester for sophomore swimmer
Taylor Shelley. In her second year
at Rider, Shelley had found success
in the pool as a MAAC Championship
finalist and in the classroom with a 3.85
GPA. Although the considerable workload of a college athlete has defeated
many students, Shelley had it all under
control.
However, one October morning,
everything quickly fell apart.
“I woke up with a headache and
it wasn’t going away during the day,”
Shelley said. “At night, it was getting
even worse. It was really hard for me to
focus in class and do my homework. I
had never experienced headaches like
this before.”
As the week progressed, Shelley’s
headaches continued, becoming worse
with time. Although headaches tend to
be quite common, with 47% of adults
experiencing a headache at least once
within the last year, according to the
World Health Organization, Shelley
was beginning to worry.
“It happened for a little over a week
before I realized it wasn’t going away,”
Shelley said. “My coach sent me to the
Health Center on campus and they
treated me as if it were a migraine.”
Though Shelley experienced typical
migraine symptoms, such as throbbing head pain and sensitivity to lights,
the migraine medication given by the
Health Center had no effect. What
sparked further worry from the Rider
medical staff was that Shelley felt pain
while performing normal movements.
After two days of the migraine medicine having no effects, Shelley went in
for an MRI.
“After I had the MRI, my trainer
called me and asked me to come see
her right away,” Shelley said. “I could
tell from her demeanor that something
was there, the MRI found something.”
Shelley’s initial scan discovered
a pituitary lesion that the doctors
could not diagnose without a second
screening. Shortly after, Shelley had a
follow-up MRI specifically targeting the
pituitary gland. The MRI revealed that
the lesion was actually a brain tumor.
Though the tumor was determined to
be benign, it slightly touched Shelley’s
optic nerve. Doctors feared the growth

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

T was

the doctors were wonderful to Taylor
and us. The Princeton Brain and
Spine Care center has great, caring
doctors and we were very lucky to
work with them.”
Though Taylor Shelley had many
check-ups after the tumor disappeared, the doctors have found no
ill effects and do not expect any
further complications. Shortly after,
Taylor Shelley was cleared for athletic
activity.
“Those were the best results I could
have asked for coming into my followup MRI,” she said. “I didn’t like being
away from the team and out of the
pool. Every meet is important and it
was really hard for me to not compete.
You always want to be in there competing and helping your team. It was
hard not to be a part of that.”
After missing 10 days of practice
and competition, Taylor Shelley felt
she might have lost an edge, but was
Sophomore swimmer Taylor Shelley was diagnosed with a brain tumor which dissolved only 10 days later. quickly back to 100%.
“I was definitely a little out of
of the tumor could cause her to lose
shape, but my coaches did a really
inopportune time, in the middle of the
her vision. The athletic trainers and
good job bringing me back to where
semester and the swimming season.
coaches immediately suspended Shelley
I was before,” she said. “I trust them.
“I’m very focused on my swimming
from participating in any swimming
I learned that’s the best way to do it
and my school work and I just felt like
activities because the physical strain
because they are great coaches and they
I didn’t really have time to deal with
could cause excess pressure in her
know what they are doing.”
this,” she said. “Unfortunately, I had
brain, causing the tumor to press down
Taylor Shelley has since performed
to, but I was lucky to find out about it
harder on the nerves.
well, winning the 100-meter breastearly.”
Though most people would be
stroke on Nov. 16 against Marist and
After worrying about how she would
concerned about their health when
Dec. 22 against Georgetown. She also
stay on top of school work and when
was a part of the winning 400-meter
diagnosed with a tumor, Shelley had
she would be able to get back into
medley relay on Dec. 6 at the Big Al
another worry in mind — getting back
the pool, the doctors made another
Open, where she also received the “Big
in the pool.
discovery only 10 days after the initial
Al” Inspirational Female Swimmer
“The first thing that came to my
diagnosis of the brain tumor.
Award. The award is given annually to
mind was, ‘Oh crap, I’m not going to
It suddenly dissolved.
a swimmer who inspires her teammates
be able to swim in my meet tomorFor her mother, there could be no
and coaches, and provides a positive
row,’” Shelley said. “I know that isn’t
better news.
morale. The coaches at the meet nomithe usual thought process for someone
“I felt such a huge relief,” she said.
nate and select the winners. Taylor
who just found out they have a tumor,
“It was like an enormous weight was
Shelley became the first Rider swimmer
but that was the big issue in my mind
lifted off of our shoulders.”
to receive the award.
when I learned about it.”
Being about an hour and a half
With the MAAC Championship
More than 75 miles away in
away from the Lawrenceville campus,
quickly approaching, Taylor Shelley
Wilmington, Del., Lisa Shelley, her
Lisa Shelley was thankful for the assishopes she can put all of the stressful
mother, had bigger worries.
tance her daughter received during this
times behind her and continue to swim
“We were shocked to hear the news
hectic time.
at her highest level.
and at first assumed the worst,” she
“I want to thank her coaches, ath“I’m looking forward to the remainsaid. “I was unable to make many of
letic trainers and team for supporting
der of the season,” she said. “I want to
the doctor visits because of work. It
Taylor through this ordeal,” she said.
help my team win in whatever way I
wasn’t until we met with the neurosur“I know some of the girls on the team
can. Whatever events they need me to
geon that I felt better and thought that
were a huge help to her in taking her
to some of the appointments and tests
participate in, I’ll be there to help.”
things were going to be OK.”
when I couldn’t take a day off of work.
For Taylor Shelley, the whole
That was such a wonderful thing. Also,
situation presented itself at the most

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Broncs take down the MAAC powerhouse Iona

A

By Tom Regan
FTER a win at Manhattan on Feb. 1 brought
Rider to an even 6-6 conference record, the
team rallied for two more wins at home against
Iona 92-90 (20-3, 13-1 MAAC), who was previously undefeated in MAAC play, and a resilient Niagara
(7-16, 5-9 MAAC) 82-72.
The win against Iona on Feb. 6 came thanks in
large part to senior guard MyNeshia McKenzie,
who finished with a Rider record 37 points and 19
rebounds.
The Broncs (12-11, 8-6 MAAC), who were winning by a score of 80-77 with only 27 seconds left in
regulation, saw Iona tie the game to force overtime.
However, with 54 seconds left in overtime, sophomore

guard Manon Pellet hit a jump-shot to bring Rider
ahead 89-85, a lead the Broncs would not relinquish
for the remainder of the contest.
Head Coach Lynn Milligan was impressed with the
team’s win against the top seed in the MAAC, a game
that she believed showcased the team’s potential.
“The Iona victory was a refuse-to-lose type of
game,” Milligan said. “I think it showed what we are
capable of when we believe in the process and each
other.”
The win against Niagara came behind another
great performance by McKenzie, who scored 20
points and 11 rebounds.
While Rider was winning for the entire game, it
became much closer toward the end of the second

half as Niagara came within one point. However, the
Broncs were able to pull away and secure the victory.
The women now go on the road for a pair of
rematches against third-place Fairfield (15-8, 10-4
MAAC) on Feb. 13 and first-place Iona on Feb. 16.
Junior guard Kornelija Valiuskyte anticipates nothing
but difficulty playing two of the top three teams in the
MAAC on the road.
“Playing at Iona is always hard; it’s definitely going
to be a war,” Valiuskyte said. “Beating both Fairfield
and Iona would put us in a great place heading into
the MAAC tournament.”

