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MANAGE YOUR MONEY

Student explains how to save money this holiday
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season

UNACCOMPANIED

The Rider Vibes, an a cappella singing group,
page 6
prepares for its concert on Dec. 8

SIGHTS ON SOCHI

Former track and field athlete preps for the 2014
Winter Olympics
page 12

Celebrating Across Cultures

Justin Rodney/The Rider News

Rider lights up global holiday traditions with annual ceremony

Dr. William Guthrie, retired professor of education, blows on cedar wood and bark during the Celebration of Lights ceremony on Nov. 21. This ritual traces back to the Lenape Indians, who used the fire to signify
peace. The fire created was used to light the candles during the ceremony. Other holiday traditions represented Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Boxing Day, Christmas, Three Kings Day, Diwali and Eid-al-Adha.
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EFORE Conor
Fallon, a senior
musical theater
major, left for winter break last year, Maria
Espinosa, longtime
greeter and ID checker at
Daly’s, gave him a small
gift.
“It was this little
sandwich bag of tiny
marshmallows and cocoa
mix, and it had a little
poem on the outside
of it,” Fallon said to a
group of more than 100
students at a vigil honoring Maria’s memory
that was held outside of
Daly’s on Dec. 2.
“She would really
brighten up everyone’s
day; she was such a great
woman,” Fallon said.
Fallon closed his
reflection by addressing Maria in a way he

Where’s the money going?
AAUP gives some answers

Daly’s greeter and ID checker Maria Espinosa died on Nov. 28.

S slipping enrollment leads
Rider to look for budget cuts,
the faculty union is presenting
data that show administrative costs and numbers have gone
up considerably more than those of
professors.
Dr. Jeffrey Halpern, contract
administrator for the American
Association of University Professors,
(AAUP), said faculty tends to get the
blame for tuition increases.
“When people say the reason
tuition went up was faculty salaries,
I have to say that’s untrue,” he said.
“Untrue first because faculty salaries
only make up a small portion of
all salaries, which only makes up a
small portion of all costs. But also
because our increases have been
less than the increase in the rate of
tuition. There are reasons tuition
has to go up. The piece of your
tuition that’s contributing to administrative, it’s grown, considerably.”
According to Halpern,

administrative managerial and
executive positions, which are the
highest paid ones, have increased
34% from 2000-12, while faculty
positions increased by 16%.
“The area with the highest salaries had the biggest increase,” he
said. “I’m not saying that’s wrong.
Administrative costs have gone up,
there may be good reason for that,
but that doesn’t change that it went
up.”
Administrators and staff members now outnumber, by 2-to-1, the
full-time faculty, whose salaries and
benefits total only a third of all university salaries and benefits.
Last month Julie Karns, vice
president for finance and treasurer,
told The Rider News that among
non-scholarship expenses, instruction is the largest expense. However,
Halpern stressed that some people
may have a misinterpretation of
what exactly is in the instructional
category.
BUDGET
“I think a
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UDITIONS TO PARTICIPATE
AND perform in a cabaret

for Broadway Fights AIDS,
hosted by Alpha Psi Omega,
will take place Sunday, Dec. 8, in
the Spitz Theater beginning at 6
p.m. Students can sign up to audition outside the Spitz Theater, and
should be prepared with less than
a minute of material. Students may
present a monologue, song, or
dance. The event will take place on
Feb. 2.

Wednesday, Dec. 4 and Thursday, Dec. 5

Flu vaccine

10 a.m. to 2 p.m., North Hall Room 202
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Williamson Hall
Recipients must pay $27 cash or check. The vaccine
is free for Aetna insurance members who show their
insurance card and photo ID.
Thursday, Dec. 5

SGA kindess week

Vimeo.com

A

12:30 p.m.
The Student Government Association will be at tables
in the Student Recreation Center during the lunch hour
for kindness week.

SECURITY BRIEFS

Spectrum variety show

P R O V I D E D B Y D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C S A F E T Y V I C K I E W E AV E R

On the morning of Nov. 26, Public
Safety responded to a report of
theft in the Bart Luedeke Center.
A male staff member reported
that on Nov. 25 between 4 p.m.
and 6 p.m., a 6-foot-tall cardboard
standee of Anchorman 2 character Ron Burgundy was stolen
from the Rider Bookstore by an
unknown suspect. The standee
is valued at $50. The matter is
currently under investigation.
Anyone with information on the
incident is asked to contact Public
Safety.

Maria

Hot head

Public Safety met with Lawrence
Township Police at the General Services Building on Dec. 1
regarding a simple assault report.
The female victim, a guest on
campus, had a red mark on her
neck. At approximately 7 p.m.,
a female suspect, also a guest,
walked into the General Services
Building, where she found the
victim speaking with a staff member. The suspect became irate
when she saw the two individuals
together and threw a large magnifying glass at the victim. The suspect then left campus. The matter
is still under investigation.

always had for
the past three
years.
CONT’D FROM P. 1
“Every
time I left Daly’s, I would say, ‘Goodbye
Maria, have a wonderful day,’ and
so I’d just like to say it one more
time...‘Goodbye Maria, have a wonderful day.’’’
According to Scott Oswald, director
of Aramark services at Rider, Maria
lost her battle with ovarian cancer
on Thanksgiving afternoon with her
friends by her side. Services for Maria
took place on Saturday, Nov. 30.
“It came as somewhat of a shock to
us, too,” Oswald said. “This tragic loss
has been very difficult for many of the
students, staff and dining staff who had
come to know and love Maria. She will
be deeply missed.”
She is survived by her sister, Gloria
Espinosa-Montero, and her niece.
Maria immigrated to the United
States from Mexico in May of 1990.
She arrived alone, knowing no English
and with no immediate family to turn
to for support.
Rider quickly became her new
family.
Her first and only job in the United
States was at Daly’s, where she has
worked for over 23 years. After years of
moving around between several different positions, Maria became the front
door greeter.
Her friendliness and warm smile
endeared her to the thousands of students every day. Because of her spirit,
Maria was many times a recipient of
the “You Made a Difference” award
from Rider students.
Maria and Miss Ann also topped
The Rider News’ list of “Why We Love
Rider” on Feb. 8, 2013.
“To an outsider, they’re the women
who swipe ID cards as students enter
Daly’s. To our fellow Rider students,

7:30 p.m., BLC theater

Plastic coverings

Public Safety arrived at Centennial
House on Nov. 26 for a fire safety
violation. Officers met with a
male staff member who reported
that plastic bags were covering a
smoke detector on the first floor.
During a search for more covered
smoke detectors, Public Safety
found a dorm room door open
with occupants inside and a hookah on the floor, with the smoke
detector in the room also covered
with plastic bags. A male student
in the room admitted to covering
the smoke detectors. The matter
has been referred to the Office of
Community Standards.

Miss Ann and Maria are our rays
of sunshine, our second moms, our
unsung cheerleaders,” read the article.
“But what’s really unbelievable about
these honorary Broncs is that in the
short few seconds it takes them to swipe
your ID card — a job that may be
less than glamorous — Miss Ann and
Maria make us feel loved, appreciated,
cared for and noticed.”
At Monday night’s vigil, tears,
laughter and a strong bond amongst
students from all corners of campus
were present. Students were able to
speak candidly about Maria and support one another during the emotional
memorial.
The vigil was organized by Lambda
Theta Alpha Latin Sorority. Rider
alumna and member of the sorority
Ashley Pichardo ’12 began the vigil
by distributing candles and reading a
poem titled “An Eternal Memory.”
There was then a moment of
silence followed by the option for any
member of the audience to walk up
the steps leading to Daly’s and give a
few remarks about Maria’s presence at
Rider.
Pichardo, a survivor of acute
myeloid leukemia, began with her own
memory of Maria.
“She always asked how my day was,
and because we both spoke Spanish, it
was nice to connect to someone in that
way,” she said.
Angelica Benitez, associate director
of the Ronald E. McNair program and
adviser of the Latin sorority, said she
was touched by the large amount of
students in attendance.
“Each student that spoke presented
a unique experience they’d shared with
Maria, and in unison, they all reflected
on a person who always greeted them
with a smile, treated them kindly, and
showed them she cared,” Benitez said.
Many alums were present at the vigil

An evening with Hon. Leonard Lance

6 p.m., A light reception will be held in the Mercer
Room.
7 p.m., Remarks will be followed by a brief Q&A in the
Mercer Room.
Friday, Dec. 6

Holiday concert

7:30 p.m., Gill Memorial Chapel
Tuesday, Dec. 17 - Dec. 21

Handel’s Messiah

7:30 p.m., Avery Fisher Hall
11 a.m. on Dec. 20
Westminster Symphonic Choir performs with the New
York Philharmonic

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

MIA anchorman
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Students gather outside of Daly’s Dining Hall to share memories of Maria Espinosa on Dec. 2.
and spoke on Maria’s behalf, describing
the important role she played in their
Rider career.
“Rider has been one of my favorite
parts of my whole life,” one alum said.
“When I first came into school, I was
very sheltered, so the whole thing of
being in college was kind of weird for
me, but Maria was like a mother to me,
and she helped me during that transition period.”
Another Rider graduate expressed a
similar, heartfelt sentiment.
“Just her saying ‘hi’ to you every
morning would make you smile, and I
don’t think she realized how much of
a difference she made to everyone,” he
said. “But just her smiling and saying
‘hi’ to you every morning made such a
difference.”
Current students continued to
memorialize Maria’s presence at Rider
through various anecdotes.
“Maria was such a sweet woman,”
senior elementary education and

communication major Emily Lewton
said. “She would always tell me that
my roommate was in Daly’s so I could
go in and find her. The fact that she
knew who my roommate was and that I
wanted to sit with her was pretty special
to me.”
The students present at the vigil
shared the feeling that Maria represented a lesson many should implement
in their own lives: It’s not always the
big things in life that make the most
impact. It’s often the smaller things that
we may not notice, like saying hello to
someone and asking how their day is,
that mean the most.
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By Jen Maldonado
ICTURE waking

up one morning,
turning on the radio, and instead
of hearing the music you listen to
every day, you hear that you are
being sent to live in a ghetto where you
are forced to work and witness members
of the community die on a daily basis.
This is what happened to David
Tuck when he was a child living in
Poland, right along the German border,
during the time Adolf Hitler was in
power. He would go on to be a survivor
of the Holocaust.
On Nov. 22, the Student Education
Association (SEA) and Hillel, Rider’s
Jewish student organization, cosponsored “Teaching and Learning
the Holocaust.” The event, which
had a turnout of about 70 students,
featured two key speakers, Tuck and
Marvin Goldstein, a retired professor
and former director of the Holocaust/
Genocide Resource Center at Rider.
Tuck spoke about his experience in the
Holocaust, and Goldstein focused on
how education majors can incorporate
the Holocaust and other genocides
into their future classrooms, according
to Marci Rubin, a junior elementary
education and English major who is the
president of SEA and vice president of
Hillel.
“The Holocaust is such a huge,
powerful piece of history,” Rubin said.
“I think it was so important to have
David Tuck come speak because this is
an opportunity that our generation has,
and we really need to take full advantage of it while it exists. There’s nothing like hearing a firsthand account of
a story, and this is such a gripping story
that deserves to be told over and over
again.”
Tuck recounted his five-and-halfyear time in the Holocaust, an experience that began when he was just a
young boy and that would lead him to
Auschwitz before he was liberated. He
had to first lie about his age and say he
was 15 years old in order to work in the
ghetto he was sent to.
“The younger generation had to be

older and the older generation had to
be younger,” Tuck said. “I wouldn’t
be around talking to you today if they
knew my real age.”
An order came in saying that he
and other Jewish people in the ghetto
were to be moved to work in a camp.
Although Tuck’s father was with him,
they did not reveal that they were
related for fear that this would be used
against them.
“They put us in a camp in a stadium,” Tuck said. “They cleaned up
the toilets and put up bunk beds that
had straw on them and nothing else.
Suddenly, I got a number. Mine was
176 and from that moment on I was
known as 176. The most important
thing to me was to survive.”
Tuck woke up every day at 4:30
a.m., received only one slice of bread,
coffee and watered-down soup to eat
and worked in various factories. By the
time he was liberated, Tuck said he
weighed only 78 pounds. There were
times when he was ill, but if anyone in
the camps ever appeared to be sick, he
or she would not be allowed to survive.
“The Nazis were making a selection
— if they saw someone lying in bed,
they would kill you,” Tuck said. “You
had to be able to work for them, or you
had no right to live.”
Tuck spoke about the concept of
bullying, and how Hitler was essentially
a bully who was able to get others to
believe his ideas and bring pain and
suffering to millions of innocent people.
“How can one person, Hitler, this
bully, twist the mind of so many educated people?” Tuck said. “How can
one person brainwash so many people?
They would say, ‘I feel sorry for you,
but I have to kill you.’ They didn’t have
to, but they did it. They were killers for
no reason.”
There were times when Tuck said he
did not think he would survive. He even
came close to being killed once when
he got caught hiding bread in a drawer,
but he was able to talk his way out of
being punished for his actions.
On a train to a death camp, Tuck

SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY
This is the last issue of The Rider News for the
fall semester, but look for web updates during the
break. We’ll be back in print on Feb. 8. We hope
you have a safe and happy holiday.

Justin Rodney/The Rider News

Reliving memories of being a child in Auschwitz

Holocaust survivor David Tuck speaks at the Teaching and Learning the Holocaust event on Nov. 22.
said that people were dying of diseases and there were no food or toilets
available. In order to live, he made a
rope from a piece of his T-shirt that
he attached to a small red cup he was
given. He would hang the cup out the
window of the train and collect snow
from the ground. Eating this snow is
what allowed him to endure his time on
this train.
Once Tuck was freed from the
camp, he was able to move to Milan
and then to France. It was while in
France that he met a girl who was also
a survivor of a concentration camp.
The two got married and moved to
America together where Tuck learned
English, got a job and had a family.
He even reconnected with his father,
who had survived and was also living in
America.
“I will never forget or forgive what
they did to me and my people, but
I don’t live with hate,” Tuck said.
“When you live with hate, you destroy
yourself.”
Rubin felt these sentiments from
Tuck were extremely important for her
and the other students present to hear.
“I think the fact that someone can
go through such an utterly atrocious life
experience, come out of it and honestly
say he doesn’t feel any hatred is something truly spectacular,” she said.

Money
CONT’D FROM P. 1

lot of people think instructional is
just faculty, but that’s not true,” he
said. “A lot of things would be in
the instructional budget; the provost’s salary is in the instructional
budget, the cost of maintaining
the classroom is in the instructional budget. It’s anything that
relates to instruction.”
Cuts have been discussed
related to course sections and
part-time faculty, which Halpern
feels are areas that should not be
dealing with any sort of cuts.
“We think that people come
to college to get an education,”
Halpern said. “Fundamentally,
that education is provided by the
faculty. All the other stuff is great
and may be necessary, but by itself,
it’s not what makes an education.
It’s faculty and courses.”
The idea that a decrease in
enrollment requires offering fewer
course sections is something
Halpern feels is not as obvious
as it’s being made out to be. In

After Tuck’s speech, Goldstein gave
his presentation in which he discussed
certain articles and books and encouraged the future teachers in the room
not to be afraid of tackling the subject
of the Holocaust.
“Marci, who coordinated this
program, did an outstanding job of
connecting the lessons of the past
to education of the future,” said Jan
Friedman-Krupnick, assistant vice president of Student Affairs and adviser for
Hillel. “David Tuck’s story of survival
was inspiring. His message of hope and
the need to take action to prevent discrimination and the suffering of others
resonated with the audience of future
educators and members of Hillel.”
Rubin felt the event went over well
with students and is one that she will
never forget.
“I’m so glad that everyone appreciated this event as much as I did,” she
said. “I feel like everyone was able to
come together for common purposes
and appreciate the sheer magnitude of
this event.”
Tuck’s closing remarks summed up
the overall theme of his speech and the
event itself.
“The most beautiful thing a human
being gets is their life, as long as you
have the idea of hope,” he said.

reality, he said, it’s a complex set
of moving parts.
“The curriculum should be
driven by what we believe the
students need to be appropriately
trained in that field,” Halpern
said. “Not, ‘Oh well, it’s too
expensive to offer that, so let’s just
drop that course.’”
However, the provost, Dr.
DonnaJean Fredeen, indicated
that the numbers of course sections will remain about the same
as the 2013-14 academic year.
The parameters her office sent
to deans “included an assumption
that enrollment would be flat, that
there would be no decrease to the
overall number of sections offered,
and that the budget for adjunct
overloads would also remain flat.”
She did say that she provided
each college and school with an
adjunct budget, with the understanding that the 2014-2015
schedule would remain within the
bounds of that budget.
“Working on the assumption
that enrollments will remain
flat, if the School of Arts and
Sciences must cut sections in

some programs/departments to
stay within the allocated Adjunct
Budget, the decrease in enrollment
will still allow students to create
a schedule that meets the goal of
timely progress towards graduation and availability of courses in
the major, minor and core,” she
said.
Halpern said the trend has
been to hire staff far more readily
than faculty.
“Every time we got an additional 10 or 11 students we ended
up hiring an additional staff person. But we had to get either 32
or 38 additional students to hire a
full-time faculty member.”
Each year, tuition increases,
leaving the question of where all
that money goes. Part of it goes
to faculty and staff, who in 2005
were almost equal in their cost to
the average student.
By 2011, however, according
to Halpern, the amount each fulltime student pays toward faculty
salaries was $6,823, while almost
$9,000
MONEY
went to
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Moody’s negative view

R

By Casey Gale

IDER University

is among the
many higher-education institutions across the country
that have had their financial
outlook revised from stable to negative by Moody’s Investors Service
for 2013.
The revision reflects that after
a decline in enrollment for the
past four years, Moody’s Investors
Service expects it will continue to
drop. If this causes operating performance to deteriorate, Moody’s
reports that it could result in the
use of financial reserves for the fiscal year 2014. Continued studentdemand challenges and a weaker
operating performance may limit
financial resource growth relative to Rider’s peers, as financial
resources have not yet recovered
from the financial crisis, Moody’s
believes.
At the time of the report,
Rider’s bond rating was
unchanged from its 2012 rating of Baa1, the eighth highest
rating of 21 in Moody’s Longterm Corporate Obligation
Rating, according to nasdaq.com.
However, the revision from stable

to negative indicates that it is
suspected that the credit rating will
change in the medium term.
“Generally, the lower the credit
rating, the higher the interest rate
a borrower will pay on newly
issued debt,” explained Julie
Karns, treasurer and vice president for finance.
“There is not a precise, known
relationship between a ratings
change and the interest rate
paid, but the cumulative cost of
increased interest rates can be
meaningful.”
Karns reported that there are
no plans for Rider to borrow
money within the next few years.
The report explains that with
more than half of the school’s
full-time equivalent workforce
unionized, the university has less
flexibility to make meaningful
expense cuts.
Dr. Jeffery Halpern of
the American Association of
University Professors (AAUP) feels
as though the report is simplifying
a complicated matter.
“We feel that more investigation
is necessary to understand why
the administration missed their

Money
CONT’D FROM P. 3

istrative salaries.
The AAUP collected this information from the
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
(IPEDS), the primary source for data on colleges.
These are the numbers the university reports to the
federal Department of Education. Other data came
from the campus directory and university enrollment
records.
Dr. Michael Brogan of the Political Science
Department took a decade of information and looked
primarily at issues that involved the number of fulltime faculty, number of administrators, and faculty
wages. Brogan, formerly an administror who was
Rider’s academic budget officer, is author of the book
Modern Budget Forecasting in the American States.
“We’re not making up those numbers,” said
Halpern, who emailed the results and charts to faculty
members
Dec. 3.
“They come from the university. The university

enrollment goal and, notably, why
expenses are increasing,” he said.
“In order to better understand
Rider’s financial situation, the
AAUP has hired an outside consultant to review the university’s
audited statements over the last
three years.”
The report, which is expected
to be complete early in the new
year, will be shared with the
Rider community when finished,
Halpern said.
Though some administrators
say the university is currently facing a financial struggle, Moody’s
also noted the strengths of the
school.
Rider’s conservative budgeting
has resulted in a positive operating
performance in the past, despite
limited tuition revenue growth.
According to the report, the
university’s financial future should
be looking up for new students:
By the end of fiscal year 2018,
it is projected that the university
will have paid off 40% of existing principal on its loans with no
interim borrowing plans.

Salaries and benefits per FTE

$8400

$8067

expenses are complex. There are a lot of moving
parts.”
He stressed the biggest goal in collecting the
IPEDS data is to provide clarity to the Rider
community.
“The AAUP has always followed closely the economic conditions of the university and has always
attempted to set its agenda based on a careful analysis
of the available data,” he said.
“This data is to help us to not only understand the
university’s financial condition, but to also understand
the factors that have contributed to that condition.”
The administration had no immediate comments
on the AAUP data.

Katie Hambor/The Rider News
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$7078
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EARN 3 CREDITS
OVER THE BREAK
Choose from a wide range
of courses that meet
December 23-January 10
on the Edison campus.

• Earn credits toward
your degree

• Best value in the region –

tuition is only $103 per credit
for Middlesex County
residents.

SUCCESS STARTS HERE

Middlesex County College is a public community college
in Edison, New Jersey offering 100 degree and certificate
programs. Together, dedicated teaching faculty, small
classes and state-of-the-art learning technologies prepare
students for transfer to complete advanced degrees
and for 21st century careers. Also available are contract
training and numerous non-credit courses.
At Middlesex, students receive the best value available for
a quality education with low tuition and fees, scholarships
and financial aid programs. Day, evening, weekend
and on-line courses are offered for full-time or part-time
students. In addition to the main campus, there are
centers in New Brunswick and Perth Amboy

SUCCESS STARTS HERE

$8568

$7800

www.middlesexcc.edu

2600 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison, New Jersey

$8798

$7895

Register now

in 3 weeks

Comparison of salaries and benefits per Full-Time Student Equivalent (FTE)
$8625

2014

• Complete 3 credits

Where students’ tuition
money goes
$9000

WINTERSESSION

$6823

$6765

2009

2010

2011

A note from Public Safety
#27 Wintersession Ad - Rider University 3.111x10.indd 1

As the semester comes to a close and students get ready
to leave for winter break, Public Safety asks that all campus
community members be aware of the following:

• Take valuables home for winter break period (electronics,
jewelry, personal documents, etc.).
• Do not leave items in plain view in vehicles to limit
vehicular theft. Park in well-lit areas and be aware of your
surroundings while out holiday shopping.
• Notify Public Safety if you have to
load or unload from vehicle.
We hope everyone has a safe,
enjoyable break and we look
forward to seeing you in the spring
semester.
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term
2014
www.rider.edu/jterm

3 Credits in 3 Weeks!
■

Participate in intensive classes that encourage
more student-faculty interaction.

Focus on one course and explore a topic in great detail.

■

Courses meet Monday through Thursday
starting January 6, 2014.

ART 103 Fundamentals of Drawing

MKT 200 Marketing Principles

ART 105 Design

MUS 120 Music and Society

BUS 400 Strategic Management and Policy

MUS 130 Music in Children’s Lives

COM 131 Fundamentals of Video Production

POL 306 Political Film

COM 328 Sitcoms in American Culture

PSY 100 Introduction to Psychology

COM 361 Photography

PSY 105 Introduction to Research in
Psychology

■

■

Live on campus during winter break. Housing
and meals available during JTerm.
Try the Shadow Experience. Shadow a
successful alumni or community member in
your anticipated career path. Over 100
opportunities to choose from! Use the QR code
below for a complete list.

GLS 306 Political Film

THE 120 Theater Appreciation

GLS 310 Ethnographic Film
Shadow Experience

IND 350 The Rider Shadow Experience

Just $560 per undergraduate credit

Register now!
609-896-5033 • jterm@rider.edu • www.rider.edu/jterm

$500 A DAY
Buyback Giveaway
Every book you
bring is a chance
to win $500**

Bring your books to
your campus store to
instantly get CASH*

Can’t make it to the store? Sell your books at buyback.com
*Based on current market value. **NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Void where prohibited. Open to US residents age 18+.
Sweepstakes ends 12/31/2013. For official rules and instructions on how to obtain a free game code, visit http://bit.ly/19QijwU.

RIDER UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE
4/C

BART LUEDEKE CENTER | shoprideru.com |
Black & White

For Black background,
there is a white
border around it.

/RiderUniversityBookstore
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A Chorus Line shines spotlight on lives of Broadway dancers
of Arts’ rendition of A Chorus Line
proved to be “one thrilling combination” of dance and
music, in the words of the final number, as the production
took the Bart Luedeke Center Theater’s stage from Nov.

20-24.
This Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award-winning musical, directed
by Luis Villabon, with musical direction by Assistant Professor
of Performing Arts Nathan Hurwitz, stayed true to its original
Broadway direction and choreography, making for a captivating performance filled with intricate group numbers that left the audience
in awe. The play is about big hopes and dreams, as performers take
the stage trying to make their Broadway aspirations come true.
Centered on 17 Broadway dancers, the production looks beyond
the résumés and headshots to get into the minds of the performers
— and their hopes and fears — as the director, Zach (dance captain
and sophomore musical theater major Colby Dezelick), with the help
of assistant Larry (freshman musical theater major Braden Sweeney),
conducts an audition that seems to be anything but conventional.
The stage remained bare, other than the tall mirrors that lined the
back wall. The lighting emphasized the individual dancers, as Zach
asked each one questions from a podium at the back of the theater.
Dezelick, with his dancing ability and his commanding, yet
encouraging voice, played the role of Zach impeccably. His presence,
even as he stood at the back of the theater, was powerful. He seemed
to captivate both the performers and the audience as he conversed
with the other actors.
Opposite of Zach is his former love interest and dancer Cassie
(sophomore musical theater major Ashten Banister), who, after not
finding success in Los Angeles, comes back to New York to audition
for a place in Zach’s chorus line. Banister, while a stronger dancer
than singer, had wonderful believability in her performance. Her
rendition of “The Music and the Mirror” became a highlight of the
show. Banister’s voice grew as the song intensified. Her dancing was
graceful and, overall, she did a fantastic job.
Another highlight of the show was the song “At the Ballet,” which
mixed the vocal styling of three different performers: spunky and
confident Sheila (junior musical theater major Abbey Sierakowski),

Photos by Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News
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In the final iconic number, “One,” the performers all come together using the original choreography from the award-winning Broadway musical.
excited Bebe (senior musical theater major Brittany Ellis), and innocent and lively Maggie (senior musical theater major Sammi Penick).
The balance of their different voices, and Penick’s spectacularly
beautiful tone, made for a wonderful portion of the musical.
Adding to the depiction of the love of dance was sophomore
musical theater major Molly Franco’s rendition of “Nothing.” Her
character, Diana, embodied attitude and passion. Franco’s voice had

so much energy and power behind it, as the song tells the story of
her character’s struggles with her teacher at her performing arts high
school. Franco personified Diana’s liveliness and love for dance, and
she was able to enchant the audience.
“Sing!” makes for a great contrast in the play, breaking the tension and adding in quirky humor. Kristine (sophomore musical
theater major Kiley Hinkle) and her husband Al (sophomore musical

A

Mike (freshman musical theater major David Visini) shows his moves in his number
“I Can Do That,” which explains the start of his dancing career.

Paul (Jimmy McEvoy) falls during the group tap combination and the dancers are
forced to answer the question, “What would you do if you couldn’t dance anymore?”

Rider Dance Ensemble struts its moves

Rider Vibes
are in tune for
winter concert

T

By Alyssa Naimoli

Photo Coutrsey of Nikki Scalia

By Emily Klingman

FTER a semester of rehearsal and hard work,
the Rider Vibes are set to perform their annual
concert in Gill Chapel Dec. 8.
Rider Vibes, which is a co-ed a cappella
group on campus, is made up of a variety of singers ranging from seasoned seniors to brand-new
freshmen.
“Everyone is very talented, so anyone who goes
should expect an entertaining performance jampacked with fun and exciting songs,” said sophomore
elementary education major Alyssa DiFlora.
This concert, while there is no theme, is one that
works to show off the vocal range of the unaccompanied singing group, according to DiFlora.
“We are performing contemporary a cappella
songs that come from many different genres for our
concert,” DiFlora said. “The standout piece would
have to be ‘Fly,’ as performed by Rihanna and Nicki
Minaj. It stands out because there is a beat-box and
rap section and it’s different from the other songs we
will perform at this concert.”
This year, there are seven new members to the
Rider Vibes, including DiFlora.
“They’re awesome,” vice president and junior
public relations major Megan Scheels said. “They’re
energetic, excited to be here, always on point, and
they’re really a great addition to the group.”
DiFlora has been a stand-out among the new
members.
“She came into auditions and completely blew us
away,” Scheels said. “Not only could she sing, but she
could rap, beat-box, and add a ton of special effects to
our group, which is a really big part of a cappella.”
The Rider Vibes covers a diverse selection of

theater major Travis Przybylski) are newlyweds and Al is willing to
do anything for his young and nervous wife. Przybylski and Hinkle
had amazing chemistry and perfect timing. Kristine is meant to be
more of a dancer, while Al is the singer, so in this number one must
always be finishing the other’s sentences. Together, they had a bubbly
energy and did a wonderful job portraying young newlyweds.
A standout in the cast was sophomore musical theater major
Jimmy McEvoy, whose portrayal of Paul was so honest that he had
the audience’s hearts breaking. Paul is a character anxious about his
identity and nervous about who he has become. After an emotional
childhood filled with bullying, he reveals he later joined a drag act.
Paul’s breakdown was one of such believability and sincerity that the
audience could not help but hope that he would make the cut. His
interactions with Dezelick, as Zach moved from his podium to the
stage, were extremely touching and moving.
While meant to take place in 1975, the story is one that remains
timeless. The characters are in their practice leotards, pushing
through Broadway-style dances, all praying and hoping they make
the cut.
The story becomes more than just the pressure of auditions or the
fear of not being good enough. It becomes a tale of hope, confidence, owning who you are and going for your dreams no matter
what the consequences or the risks.
As the dancers watch Paul get hurt during the outstanding and
intricate tap combination, Zach asks them, “What would you do if
you couldn’t dance anymore?” In the heart-wrenching “What I Did
for Love,” the ensemble comes together harmoniously to explain,
as the lyrics say, that “the gift [of dance] was theirs to borrow,” and
they regret nothing, even if they were forced to stop dancing. With
the talented Franco in the lead, the cast did a fantastic job showing
the true meaning of the play, as they reveal that they will give everything they have to their profession.
With the final glittering number, the auditions end and some
make the cut, while others are sent to try again another day. Success
or not, A Chorus Line illustrates the power of dreaming and how,
through it all, dreams are worth pursuing, no matter how difficult the
journey.

Rider Vibes performed at Relay for Life during the spring semester. The group will be holding its annual concert Dec. 8 in Gill Chapel. The a
cappella group is made of a diverse range of students from freshmen to seniors.
genres including pop, rap and alternative. When
deciding which songs will be used in performances, a
large part of the decision goes to group input.
The Rider Vibes’ openness to all kinds of music
means hardly any disputes over song choice. Music
director and senior musical theater major Casey Clark
gathers what sheet music she can find that fits the
group’s preferences and it works from there.
To enhance the showcase of voices, there is a little
competition between the men and the women. There
is a section where only the men sing, and another section where only the women sing. With neither group
knowing what songs the other chose, it leads to something of an intra-organization match-up.
“It’s a bit of a rivalry of who can out-stage the
other one,” Scheels said.
Rehearsals for the Rider Vibes are three times
a week, for about two hours each time. Members
must focus and memorize the set lists and timing.

Preparation for the fall concert usually starts over the
summer, with the executive board talking about the
upcoming practice schedule. Auditions for new members usually occur the second week of school, and
from there, practices go on up until the concert.
The final week before the annual fall concert creates a high-pressure atmosphere.
“Everything is in the air up until the last minute,”
Scheels said. “There’s always that possibility that
someone might get sick, or the microphones won’t
work, but, still, everyone’s really excited.”
The concert will be held at 3 p.m. Admission is free
for Rider students and $5 for non-students.

HE Rider

Dance Ensemble (RDE)
will take the stage from Dec. 6 - 7
for their fall production, Strut, a
performance that the dancers are
hoping will be their best yet.
The show will feature an array of
dance styles that highlight the theme.
Ashley Miller, junior elementary
education and dance major and RDE
president, explains how the show’s title
came about.
“The show is named Strut after one
of the pieces in the show, which is
actually going to be opening the show,”
Miller said. “This dance was choreographed by RDE junior (elementary
education major) Liz Smith and is to
the song ‘Strut’ by Adam Lambert. We
are using the word strut to represent the
power and fierce qualities of the pieces
and dancers in our diverse show.”
This particular performance will
showcase everything from hip-hop to
ballet.
“We have jazz and contemporary
dances, but we also have tap, hip-hop,
some musical theater and even pointe
dances,” said junior graphic design
major and public relations chair for
RDE Bridget McAlinden. “We look
over the dances that were selected and
see if there are any that would make for
a good show theme.”
Each RDE performance supports a
different charity, selected by the organization. The show, which runs at 7 p.m.
on Dec. 6 and at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
on Dec. 7, is free, but there is a suggested donation to this year’s charity,

Katie Hambor/The Rider News
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By Tara DeLorenzo

The performance, titled “I Gave You All,” is a modern dance number choreographed by Kristy
Alexander. It features dancers, from left, freshman Taylor Miller, freshman Angela Sandoukas,
sophomore Ashley Alvarez and senior Sarah O’Keefe.
the Breast Cancer Resource Center
(BCRC).
“BCRC is a great organization that
helps those who are currently battling
the disease,” McAlinden said. “In
the past we’ve donated to St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital, Restore the Shore
and Homefront.”
Deanna Doyon, junior secondary
education major and RDE treasurer,
said that many of the dances communicate various meanings.
“People can expect to see a wide
variety of styles, levels and stories,”
Doyon said. “Every piece sends a different message.”
Miller and her fellow RDE members
look for ways to challenge themselves
and choreograph something unique for
the audience for each performance.

“When my vice president and I pick
pieces to be featured in our shows, we
look for dances that are unique and different from one another,” Miller said.
“Our goal is to put on the most diverse
and entertaining show as we possibly
can, and that involves us picking dances
of many different styles.”
The dancers have been hard at work
for months from weekly practices to full
dress rehearsals.
“As an organization, we really put
everything we have into this show,”
Doyon said. “Dancers can be in up to
three different pieces every semester,
and every choreographer practices at
least once a week, if not more. We have
been rehearsing very hard, and I think
it will definitely show.”
RDE is a diverse group of dancers

who gather to share their passion with
each other through performances. RDE
holds auditions at the beginning of
each semester and happily welcomes
new members.
“No one is turned away from RDE;
everyone who auditions is cast in at
least one piece,” McAlinden said.
“Auditions are more of a placement to
see what dance you’ll be in. We have
students who have been dancing their
entire lives and people who just started
dancing. Some dancers are ballerinas
and some dancers are the fiercest of
hip-hop dancers. There is no style that
RDE won’t take on. We’ve had Irish
step dance and even an Afro-jazz dance
performed at our shows. Everyone is
accepted, all that matters is that you
love to dance.”
Doyon promises an array of
unexpected twists from the different
performances.
“Pay special attention to the tap
pieces this year,” she said. “We have
some unique twists that you won’t want
to miss. I don’t want to give it away, but
just know that it will be fierce.”
Miller is confident that Strut will be
another success for RDE and is excited
for the performances.
“RDE’s shows have always been a
hit throughout campus and Strut should
be no different,” Miller said. “I’m
looking forward to seeing everyone’s
reaction to the show and all of our
hard work.”

8

The Rider News

Opinion

Dec. 4, 2013

FROM THE EDITOR

T

HE most wonderful time of
the year can also be the most
dangerous time of the year.
During the holidays, we spread
joy and spend time with our families;
however, we should also spread safety
tips with the people we love.
I enjoy the holiday season just
as much as the next person, but
when people aren’t cautious about
how they’re celebrating, things can
become dangerous rather quickly.
With a little bit of common sense
and guidance, people can make the
best of their holiday season and
not have to worry about any risky
situations.
It’s always nice to get festive
and decorate our homes when the
holiday season rolls around. But it’s
always necessary to take some precautions while doing so. Many fires
are a result of decorations being put
up improperly in houses, especially
Christmas trees. Annually, on average, one out of every 40 Christmas
tree fires results in fatalities, according to the U.S. Fire Administration,
and one in every six fires are a result
of a heat source being too close to a
Christmas tree. Buying an impressive tree to decorate your home is
one of the most popular ways to get
into the spirit. To keep your holidays
free of disaster, be aware of what’s
around your tree when setting it up.
Even though it might look nice in
front of your fireplace, keeping your
tree away from it might be for the
best.
Candles are also popular decorations during the holiday season
for holidays such as Hanukkah and
Kwanzaa, but they too can be dangerous. It’s important to keep them
away from anything flammable and
not leave them unattended.
Many people look forward to
having a snowy holiday, but traveling
during one isn’t very fun. Sure, it’s
beautiful when snow falls on your
outside decorations. But driving in
the snow can be dangerous. Be sure
to drive slowly and take your time.
Your family will wait for you to get
to the dinner table, and I’m sure
they won’t mind if you’re a few minutes late if it means being safe and
not getting into an accident.
New Year’s Eve is one of the
biggest celebrations of the year.
Almost everyone enjoys staying up
with friends and family to ring in the

Want to advertise with
The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now
cheaper for everyone.

New Year. If you plan on driving
that night, it’s important to be extra
careful. New Year’s Eve is infamous
for drunk drivers and driving accidents. Yes, it’s important to have fun
at parties on New Year’s Eve, but
it’s also important to be smart about
how you go about doing so.
According to Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD), when
going out on New Year’s Eve, have
a responsible person agree to be the
designated driver who will make
sure that everyone gets home safely
and no one drives intoxicated.
Additionally, they suggest that partiers should get the phone number
of a local cab company before going
out so they have someone to call
when the night is over. Hiring a
limo or a party bus to take you and
your friends to and from the party
is another great way to stay safe and
still have fun. This avoids the temptation to drive under the influence.
If you’re hosting a party at your
own home, take extra precautions to
make sure that everyone gets home
safely. Take the car keys from anyone
who is planning on drinking that
night to make sure they don’t drive
later. Offer to call them a taxi at the
end of the night or, even better, offer
them a place to stay.
It’s also important to be cautious and aware of your surroundings while you are at a New Year’s
Eve celebration. Like any party,
make sure to watch your drink and
never leave it unattended, especially
if you’re in a public place. More
importantly, monitor your alcohol
intake: You don’t want to ring in the
New Year in the hospital.
The holidays are a time of joy
and laughter. Keep it that way with
some common sense.

Sophie Vakalis/The Rider News

Safety comes first,
presents second

JUNIOR ADVICE

Saving on this
holiday season

A

S college students, buying gifts for
the holidays on a budget is crucial. With the end of the semester
approaching, studying for finals
and finishing projects are the main
priorities. Shopping for gifts for our
friends and family seems to get lost in
the shuffle, and time is not on our side.
Since the semester is not over until
Dec. 17, a good portion of us will be
waiting until we are back at home to
buy gifts. It’s not like we are setting out
to procrastinate; it just happens. Here
are some helpful tips on how to stick to
a reasonable holiday budget and avoid
last-minute shopping.
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is convenient and can prevent procrastination. Shopping online allows you
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the holidays. A lot of stores have webexclusive products, so you actually have
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GREEN CORNER

Plastics pose potential threat to environment

A

S students, plastic surrounds our every move.
Your phone covers, your meals, your rooms
and even your cars — plastic is an omnipresent
material that is practically impossible to avoid.
But the effects of plastic on our planet are probably
not something we consider, especially when drinking
our sodas, using our notebooks, grabbing our groceries
and doing almost any other activity on any given day.
Plastic use is higher today than it has ever been, but
something you may not realize is that every piece of
plastic ever created still exists. Plastic takes hundreds
of years to biodegrade, according to greenbuzz.net.
Not only that, but the plastic we use is affecting not
only the planet, but our health as well. It is probably
known to most people that oil and natural gas are used
in the production and distribution of plastic around
the world. Companies add a variety of chemicals that
are toxic and potentially harmful to the humans who
use them. So when using plastic, not only are you

harming the planet in many ways, but you could be
harming yourself.
We aren’t just affecting fellow humans with our
plastic use. Most people have seen videos of how plastic takes a toll on much of the sea life through ingestion or choking. Because plastic is literally everywhere
at this point, many other animals, both domestic and
wild, and even the ones that you end up eating, have
plastic in their systems.
Our global community has started to make some
promising initiatives concerning our plastic consumption. The plastic recycling business in the United
States has increased in recent years, according to
greenbuzz.net. Local businesses, small businesses, and
even some bigger companies, have started offering
incentives to reduce the amount of plastic distributed.
But even with some encouraging actions, our planet
is still being stifled everyday by plastic. Sure, recycling
is great, but it still requires energy and time. It also

JUNIOR ADVICE

‘Tis the season
for family time

O

N Nov. 1, snowflakes, holiday
songs and other festive decorations suddenly bombarded me.
For the first time in my life, I
cringed at the thought of the holiday
season. For the next few weeks, I knew
I would whine about the holiday season
and the dread of emptying my bank
account for gifts would slowly creep
upward.
Being with my family on
Thanksgiving made me remember
what the holidays are really about —
family, happiness and love. It wasn’t
the turkey, stuffing or apple pie that
made the day wonderful. It was being
with my family and spending the day
together.
After rediscovering the joy of the
holiday season, I no longer found
myself changing the radio station when
a cheery song came on. I even ventured
into the mall and completed almost all
of my shopping for the holiday season.
Since I have a shopping addiction, it
was great to shop for others and think
about what they might like. I have also
found crafty ways to spread the cheer.
HGTV.com offers some great ideas for
handmade ornaments and decorations
that are fun and inexpensive to make.
Most importantly, this rekindling of holiday joy has made me
embrace those core elements of the
season. I practically spent my entire

‘‘

Thanksgiving break in front of a warm
fireplace and a movie with my family. I
could not have been happier.
We have all begun to forget the true
meaning of the holidays. Engulfed by
commercials and thousands of sales,
we have turned the season into a
nightmare.
Black Friday is literally a battle that
marks the starting line of the massive
war to find the best deal, to give the
ultimate gift and to make that special
day perfect. The magic that we once
knew in our childhoods has begun to
disappear.
In order to rescue that bliss from
being destroyed by the tornado of
materialism, we must remember the
true meaning of the holidays. This is
the time of year when people come
together to enjoy delicious meals, laugh
and celebrate being together. It also
marks the upcoming winter break from
classes — giving us plenty of time to
spend with our loved ones, share stories
and catch up with what has been going
on in our busy lives.
This holiday season, spend that
time focusing less on what you want to
unwrap and more on spreading the joy
and kindness that once came with the
holidays.
-Sarah Bergen
Junior journalism & American studies
major

Winter is not a season, it’s an occupation.”

Sinclair Lewis, American novelist

Gifts

CONT’D FROM P. 8

also send out coupon codes that can be redeemed
online and in stores, so it’s always good to be on the
lookout for those. Some of the best deals can be found
from the comfort of your home.
Second, do a Pollyanna (also known as secret
Santa) instead of buying for everyone. A lot of people
do this and love it. The best thing is that you can set a

releases pollutants into the air and chemicals into
the earth. At this point, we are just slowing down the
process of plastic taking over. Of course, if you use
plastic, continue to recycle as much as possible. The
only way to truly reduce the effects of plastic on the
planet, however, is to reduce our use of it.
This may seem like a global problem that can’t
possibly be solved by one person recycling a bottle or
another choosing reusable bags over plastic ones, but,
like everything else in life, every single action has a
reaction. Start taking steps toward a better world by
coming to the next Green Film, Plastic Planet, on Dec.
10 and Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. in Sweigart 115. There will
be a brief discussion following the film.
-Bess Anne Ploener
Westminster Eco-Rep

FRESHMAN FINDINGS

T

Student gives
semester an A

HE first semester of college can be
one of the most difficult times for
many students since it is a period
of adjustment. Making the transition to a new school is never easy, but it
is not impossible.
My first semester as a public relations major was more successful than
I thought it would be. However, there
are always some bumps in the road and
nothing is ever perfect. I was able to
flourish socially and make great friends,
but at the same time I faced some academic difficulties. I don’t believe that I
would have found such great people to
call my friends without all of the clubs
and events held on campus. While I
found it easy to meet people who share
my interests, finding success in academics and transportation was a different
story.
I live 15 minutes away from campus
and was excited about commuting to
Rider. However, I ended up relocating and living on campus because of
personal reasons. I spent the first half
of the semester as a commuter and the
second half as a resident, so I experienced Rider from both points of view.
This experience has opened my eyes to
the pros and cons of both situations. It
has also had an impact on my college
experience, because not everyone can
say that they have lived both on and off
campus during the same semester.
Academically, I faced numerous
struggles. The classes themselves are
not difficult, but when tests come it’s a
different story. Obviously, the textbooks
are much more advanced and the

spending limit. For example, spending $30 on one person is a lot cheaper than spending $200 on your mom,
dad, brother and sister. Your bank account will thank
you. With websites like drawnames.com and sneakysanta.com, you can set a spending limit, create a wish
list, draw names and access your person’s wish list at
your convenience. Doing this saves so much time —
no procrastinating needed. You can draw names while
you’re taking a break from studying and then buy your
person’s present online. These websites are completely
anonymous and may even make you less tempted to
figure out who is buying your gift.

amount of material on each test, quiz
or exam is a lot to take in. But in the
end, it was something I had to adjust
to.
This semester, I took Speech
Communication, which was completely
new to me. I also had the opportunity
to take Communication, Culture and
Media, which is another unique subject
that I was excited to learn. The diverse
offering of classes is what makes college so much fun. I can take classes on
roughly any subject and am able to
learn a vast amount about some of my
interests.
College has also given me the opportunity to meet some amazing speakers
including Dan Gheesling from the
hit TV show Big Brother and Academy
Award-winning director Oliver Stone. I
was also able to attend my first fall concert and even received an autograph
from Travis Clark, the lead singer of
We the Kings.
I have been enjoying the freedom in
regards to how I spend my time. There
is much more freedom in college and
it feels amazing to have more control
over my study habits. There are more
responsibilities as well, but these are all
part of growing up. College is a new
experience, and it is nothing like what I
thought it would be: It’s even better.
-Valerie Bell
Freshman public relations major

This holiday season, don’t drive yourself crazy with
finding the time to get your shopping done. Shopping
online and doing a Pollyanna can help alleviate some
stress. Just remember to focus on the true meaning of
the holiday season — spending time with the people
you love most. It is important to not lose sight of that
amidst the craziness of finals. When you’re home for
winter break, enjoy it and make more unforgettable
memories.
-Jessica Vento
Junior public relations major
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WRESTLING

Broncs stuck in the middle at Keystone

T

By Thomas Albano

(4-1, 1-0 EWL), who
are ranked No. 22 on the most
recent USA Today/NWCA/AWN
Division I Coaches Poll, competed in the Keystone Classic on Nov.
24, where they finished sixth out of 12
teams.
Donald McNeil, a 197-pound junior,
said that though Rider would have
preferred a better finish at the Keystone
Classic, the team was still happy with
how it competed.
“As a team we had a bunch of guys
who wrestled tough,” he said. “No
one wrestled poorly. I think there were
some matches that some guys could
have won, but they fought hard and lost
close battles. Overall, I think we were
capable of placing higher, but there
were some very tough teams there and
we competed well with them.”
McNeil, who was seeded fifth in
his weight class, won four out of his
six matches and finished fifth. He was
pleased with his performance, but
believed he could have done better.
“I beat some good guys to take fifth,
but both matches I lost I had opportunities to win that I blew,” McNeil said.
“I was happy to finish fifth, but the
matches I lost, and even the matches
I won, showed I still have a lot to
improve upon.”
Other notable performances

Neil Davis/The Rider News

HE Broncs

Robert Deutsch, a 125-pound sophomore, won three of four matches at the Keystone Classic.
included: Robert Deutsch, a 125-pound
sophomore, who was seeded third and
won three of his four bouts to finish
second; Ramon Santiago, a 165-pound
senior, who was ranked third before
winning three out of four bouts, and
finished second; Chuck Zeisloft, a
133-pound junior, who was unseeded
and then won four out of five bouts
for a third-place finish; and Conor
Brennan, a 174-pound sophomore, who
was seeded sixth and won four of six
matches for a fifth-place finish.

Zeisloft felt that his strong showing
was long overdue.
“I was very determined as I started
off the season very slow,” he said. “I
knew I needed to pick it up for the
Keystone and the rest of the year.”
Bloomsburg University finished
first with 117 points, 25 more than the
Broncs.
Prior to the Keystone Classic, Rider
faced off with Lock Haven in Alumni
Gym on Nov. 22. The result was a
23-12 victory for the Broncs.

McNeil said that the team came
together and wrestled well, competing in some tough back-and-forth
competition.
“The game plan was to wrestle
smart and get bonus points in matches
if at all possible,” he said. “With a
tough team like Lock Haven, any
amount of bonus points you can get
in a match for the team is huge. It
was also important to keep pressing
our opponents and wear them down
so it was easier to score points in our
matches.”
Rider scored its points with victories
from a Deutsch pinfall, decision victories by Zeisloft, Santiago, McNeil, and
Greg Velasco, a 285-pound sophomore,
and a major decision victory from
Brennan.
The next stop for the Broncs is a trip
to Binghamton University, where they
will take on the Bearcats (1-3).
McNeil said the strategy will be business as usual.
“Binghamton is a tough team,” he
said. “We just have to wear on them
and break them down. We also need to
get bonus points for the team whenever
possible, just like we did in the Lock
Haven match. It will take a good team
effort to come out on top.”

Catch Up or Get Ahead During 2013-14 Winter
Session at Mercer County Community College
2013-14 Winter Session

Length

Starts

On-Campus classes

4 weeks

12/18/13

MercerOnline classes

6 weeks

12/18/13

Recess
Dec. 24-25
Jan. 1, 2014
Dec. 24-25
Jan. 1, 2014

Ends

Registration Deadlines
Admissions or
in-person online

1/17/14 12/18/13

12/18/13

1/29/14 12/18/13

12/18/13

registration
assistance:
(609) 570-3244
or email
admiss@mccc.edu

For students seeking to complete a course in four
weeks on campus or in six weeks online this winter,
Mercer County Community College offers accelerated
classes during its traditional mid-winter break.
Mercer’s 2013-14 Winter Session includes more than
40 courses from across the college curriculum.

www.mccc.edu/enroll

Register now to reserve your seat!
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Rider falls in Navy Classic title game

F

By Matt Burrill
OLLOWING a

tough 65-54 loss to Delaware (6-1),
on Nov. 24, the Broncs (2-4) took a trip down to
Maryland to participate in the 21st annual Navy
Classic. The tournament also featured UMBC
(1-7), Brown (3-3), and Navy (6-2).
The team earned a victory in the first round,
defeating UMBC, 60-48. The game itself, however,
started with the Broncs down 26-20 at the end of the
first half.
Rider outscored UMBC 40-22 in the second half,
setting up the victory. The win was capped off with
a 9-0 Bronc run that included contributions from
freshman guard Stephanie Mason and senior guard
MyNeshia McKenzie, who contributed four points
each. The Broncs also converted five of six free throws
in the final two minutes.
Despite scoring a season low nine points in the
contest, McKenzie was able to contribute on the glass,

snagging 12 total rebounds with five coming on the
offensive end. The effort moved McKenzie into third
place on Rider’s all-time rebounding list with 854.
Following the first round victory over UMBC, the
Broncs would go on to face the host team, Navy, in
the championship game. The Broncs came up short,
falling 75-64. Despite losing the game, the team did
show some positive signs, particularly the play of
sophomore Mikal Johnson, who scored a career-high
20 points in the game, nine from beyond the arc.
“I felt really comfortable coming off of screens to
shoot,” Johnson said. “My teammates got me open for
great shots and I wanted to step up to make them.”
Johnson has had success from the three-point line
this season, leading the team with 14 field goals.
McKenzie also had a decent showing in the contest, scoring 16 points. She was able to move up to the
12th overall on Rider’s all-time scoring list with 1,120
points.

CROSS COUNTRY

Season concludes at IC4A/ECAC’s

T

By Carlos Toro
HE Broncs competed in their
last big medaling events of
the season at Van Cortlandt
State Park in New York on
Nov. 23 as the men competed in
the 105th IC4A’s and the women
competed in the 29th ECAC,
which concluded the 2013 cross
country season.
“I felt we had a very successful
season,” Head Coach Bob Hamer
said. “We ran our best during the
championship events and that is
done by design. It is very exciting to have our best races at that
time.”
On the 3.1-mile course, graduate student Megan Elgin finished
seventh out of 70 competitors with
a time of 18:28.10. She was the
first of the Bronc women to finish
the race.
“I was hoping for a top-10
finish, so I was pretty happy with
seventh,” Elgin said.
Other runners from the

women’s team include sophomore
Nicolette Mateescu, who finished
23rd with a time of 19:03.70.
Freshman Megan McGarrity
placed 36th (19:30.50), sophomore Stephanie Welte was 47th
(19:49.10), junior Josephine Boyle
ran a time of 19:49.90 to finish
49th and sophomore Vanessa
Rappold was 62nd with a time
of 20:50.70. The women’s team
finished eighth overall out of nine
teams with an overall time of
1:36:41.30.
Meanwhile, for the men’s team
on the five-mile course, junior
Anthony Dentino was the first of
the Bronc runners to finish as he
placed 11th overall out of 88 with
a time of 25:28.40. The men finished eighth out of 10 teams with
a total time of 2:10:51.80.
Dentino was satisfied with his
team’s results as well as his own.
“The race was much more
competitive this season, so I was
relatively happy with the way I

performed,” Dentino said. “I also
thought that our pack did a great
job. Freshman Salman Khalid was
a steady No. 2 runner all year and
senior Corey O’Neill finished out
his career really well with his race
last week.”
Other results from the men’s
team include junior Dylan
Hallahan who was 50th with a
time of 26:33.10 and junior Evan
Cornell who finished 59th with a
time of 26:42.00. Sophomore Sam
Knipper placed 68th (27:00.80),
freshman Bradley Kaufmann was
81st (27:35.20), sophomore Tom
McLaughlin was 83rd (27:51.50)
and sophomore Jon Knipper finished 87th (28:49.20).
With the season coming to a
close, Hamer is already preparing
for next year.
“Our goal is always to compete and that will be the goal next
year,” Hamer said. “We have a lot
of returning runners, but that does
not always guarantee success.”

“MyNeshia wants so badly to score for her team,”
Head Coach Lynn Milligan said.
The Broncs, now 2-4 on the season, know there is
room for improvement. With only two games remaining until the team begins its conference schedule, the
Broncs will look to capitalize on a season that started
slow.
“We tend to play down to competition instead of
making runs on teams early,” Johnson said. “We have
the ability to take over at the start of every game, but
we tend to hold ourselves back from that until the
second half.”
After a two-week break in their schedule, the
Broncs will host Binghamton (1-5) on Dec. 14 for a 1
p.m. showdown. Johnson welcomes the extra rest to
help the Broncs better prepare for their next game.
“This is a huge advantage for us because we have a
lot of time to perfect our game and focus on dominating our next opponents,” Johnson said.

12 

The Rider News

Sports

Dec. 4, 2013

Inside today:
Wrestling finishes
sixth at Keystone
Classic Page 10

W

By Christopher Brooks
HILE most

Rider students
were already headed home
on Nov. 26 for Thanksgiving
break, former Bronc Jazmine
Fenlator, ’07, the current bobsled pilot
for Team USA, had to be reminded
about the national holiday.
“Many times, to be honest, I don’t
know what day it is,” she said. “I go off
of what type of workouts I have and
how many training days before a race.
I almost forgot it was Thanksgiving if
it wasn’t for social media and messages
being sent to me.”
Since joining the national team,
Fenlator has had the opportunity to
travel around the globe to train and
compete. Her adventures have led
her to Germany, France, Switzerland,
Austria and almost every corner of the
United States and Canada in hopes of
qualifying for the 2014 Olympics in
Sochi, Russia.
In preparation for the Olympics,
Fenlator and Team USA have been
competing in various events to help
bolster the team’s qualifying chances.
Over the last year, the team has
raced in the World Cup and World
Championship. The World Cup races
were held all over the world, including Germany, France, Austria, Russia,
the United States and Canada, while
the World Championship took place
in Switzerland. Fenlator finished the
2012-13 World Cup season ranked
eighth in the world, winning a silver
and a bronze medal.
These recent successes have brought
Fenlator one step closer to qualifying as
an Olympian, but she is not quite there
yet. On Nov. 30, the 2013-14 World

Cup season began in Canada, where
Fenlator and partner Lolo Jones placed
15th.
Each race, Fenlator compiles points
toward a world ranking. To qualify for
the 2014 Olympics, she must be ranked
in the top 40 pilots. Fenlator currently
sits 19th.
“I will qualify for the games with
eight international World Cup races,”
Fenlator said. “A selection committee
for USA bobsled will decide my specific
brakeman.”
Fenlator, a former track and field
athlete at Rider, has spent the latest
chapter of her life hoping to fulfill
her lifelong dream — becoming an
Olympian. Though being a bobsled
pilot was not her original intent,
Fenlator has found much success in
the sleigh after recommendations from
former track and field Head Coach
Robert Pasquariello, who secretly
submitted Fenlator’s athletic résumé to
the United States Olympic Committee.
Fenlator attended the tryout and the
rest is history.
“Since I can remember I have
always wanted to be an Olympic
athlete,” Fenlator said. “I would be
lying if I said I thought it would be in
bobsled, but I never have closed a door
to opportunities on the horizon. To this
day I am so grateful for the push that
Coach Pasquariello gave me and the
seed he planted.”
Pasquariello knows Fenlator is up for
the challenge.
“Nobody’s going to outwork
Jazmine,” Pasquariello said. “Nobody is
going to want it more.”
However, nobody said the lifestyle of
an Olympic hopeful would be easy. If

Courtesy of jazbobsled.com

Former Bronc eyes 2014 Winter Games

Jazmine Fenlator, ’ 07, a former track and field athlete, is in position to make the 2014 Olympics.
Fenlator is not whizzing down the track
at speeds of up to 90 miles per hour,
she might be in the weight room or a
team meeting.
Fenlator’s social life has all but
disappeared thanks to her overloaded
training regime. She trains six days a
week with one free day, usually reserved
for travel. The typical week includes up
to 70 hours of training.
“Free time, what’s free time?” she
joked. “My days are jam-packed. If I
am not training, I am going through
extensive recovery routine with physiotherapy or exercises to prevent injury.
If I am not in a team meeting, I am
doing video review and going over my

driving lines for the track.”
With the Winter Olympics only
two short months away, Fenlator will
have a chance to bolster her ranking
and secure a spot in Russia with a few
remaining races. Though the journey
to the Olympics has been a long and
difficult road for Fenlator, she is ready
for the final lap.
“All my focus and energy right now
are to make sure that when I stand on
that starting block in Russia I know that
I gave my absolute all for the privilege to be there and wear USA on my
uniform,” she said. “At the Olympic
Games its go time and I’m going to
unleash the beast within.”

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Myles’ strong performance continues as Rider struggle

A
Peter G. Borg/Rider University

By Tom Regan

Senior guard Anthony Myles was named to the all-tournament
team for the Cable Car Classic. He totaled 50 points in two games.

FTER starting off the season on the wrong foot, the
Broncs (2-4) attempted to
bounce back against four
non-conference opponents.
The Broncs had strong games
from their most consistent players in the Nov. 23 game against
Central Connecticut State (1-5),
where the Broncs won 89-73.
Senior guard Anthony Myles
put together a 19-point performance and senior forward Daniel
Stewart had 17 points of his own.
However, the team received a
standout performance from sophomore guard Zedric Sadler in only
his second game back from injury,
leading the team with 21 points.
Head Coach Kevin Baggett
acknowledged that it was a great
performance for Sadler, but also
noted that he is still not 100%.
“Zedric is still hurt,” Baggett
said. “He’s not healthy at this
point, he’s struggling to get healthy
and that’s a big thing with us
because normally he’s one of our

major leaders.”
Stewart believed that the team
played much better in the win
against Central Connecticut State.
“We had tons of energy and
played really hard,” Stewart said.
The Broncs followed that win
with a loss against Albany (4-3),
70-59 on Nov. 26. Rider fell
behind early in the contest and
trailed 32-16 after the first half, a
margin that proved to be too large
to overcome.
Baggett thought his team
played poor defensively in the first
half.
“Offense is not our problem,”
Baggett said. “The second half we
defended well against Albany, but
we got down by too many points
in the first half.”
Rider was able to rebound with
an overtime win against Rice (3-4)
on Nov. 29 in the first game of the
47th Annual Cable Car Classic in
a high-scoring affair, 97-93. The
Broncs were again propelled by
Myles, who led the team with 27
points, and Stewart with 19 points

and six rebounds.
Sadler expressed how important this game was, especially coming off of a loss.
“We didn’t want to lose two
games straight and we were still
disappointed at how we played the
Albany game,” Sadler said. “We
knew what we had to do.”
The frustration returned to
the Broncs as they followed the
hard-fought affair with another
loss to North Dakota State (4-3),
87-70 on Nov. 30. Despite the fact
that Myles came through with
another big-time effort, 23 points,
the defense again proved to be the
Achilles heel of the Broncs.
The Broncs will have the
chance to bounce back when they
visit Monmouth (3-3) on Dec. 5.
Sadler hopes for a better outcome in the first conference game
of the season.
“I know it’s early in the season,” Sadler said. “But we are
coming to win this game and that’s
it. This is the first conference
game, we want to start off right.”

