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REAL LIFE RECOLLECTION

SENIOR SELF-EXPRESSION

Take a look at this year’s Senior Thesis Art
page 6
Exhibit.

Mulderig draws Major League Baseball scouts to
page 12
Rider.

Katie Hambor and Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Senior Dave Nugent describes his encounter with
page 8
a loaded gun in a high school class.

PROFESSIONAL POTENTIAL?

The 2012-13 academic year included a visit from Newark Mayor Cory Booker, a performance of Nine, a third straight title in field hockey, the second annual R Factor competition, a concert by J. Cole, ear-splitting home basketball games, the return of campus Christmas lights, a week-long hiatus from classes courtesy of Hurricane Sandy and a speech on sustainability by actress Rosario Dawson.

Tuition increase greatest since 2008; NCAA challenged
Rider also raises aid to $54 million by ‘outdated’ rules
Tuition increase over
the past six years
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T’S that time of year again, when students are wrapping up classes, packing to move out of residence
halls, and getting in one last impromptu barbeque.
It’s also time to announce next year’s tuition.
The announcement, made on April 30, let students
and their families know that tuition will increase by
5.3% and the room and board will increase by 4.5%.
Dean of Students Anthony Campbell and Vice
President for Enrollment Management Jamie O’Hara
announced to both campuses’ student Senates that the
increase will raise tuition from $32,820 to $34,560 for
the 2013-14 school year. The room and board rate is
increasing from $6,170 to $6,445 per semester.
Housing and meal plan amounts may vary slightly
for individual students.
Last year, the tuition increased 4.7% from $31,330
to $32,820.
A formal letter from President Mordechai Rozanski
explaining the increase was mailed to students’ homes
on April 30. In the letter, Rozanski said that, to assist
students with the rise in tuition, the amount of scholarships and financial aid will increase by more than
7%, or $3.6 million — bringing Rider’s total financial
aid to more than $54 million, which is above and
beyond state and federal aid available.
“The university realizes that the current economy
is impacting our students and their families,” the letter

reads. “As a result, we will increase scholarships and
need-based financial aid next year. To help fund this
increase, the university has
also worked hard to effect
SEE TUITION
savings in its administraPAGE 4
tive and non-academic
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By Katie Zeck

N late January, the NCAA reportedly took its first
steps toward simplifying and deregulating some of
the organization’s more intricate and often unenforceable rules.
At this time, NCAA President Mark Emmert said
that these changes would give schools more flexibility and responsibility, and the rules would focus
on things that “are real threats to integrity of sport
rather than things that are mostly annoying.”
These changes to “outdated” rules are a sign of
the controversies surrounding the NCAA. Some
schools are pushing back while the power conferences are threatening to break away — an outcome
that would not be beneficial to Rider.
See Dr. A.J. Moore’s opinion piece on the future of the
NCAA on page 9.

Changes

The NCAA Division I Board of Directors voted
on a change that would allow coaches to make
phone calls and have other forms of private communication, such as text messages and social media,
with recruits. This change
will take effect August 1, as
SEE NCAA
will the change that will no
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C O M I N G U P. . .
Saturday, May 4 - Sunday, May 5

OHN H. Martinson, left, and

Dr. George A. Pruitt, center,
have been announced as the
honorary degree recipients
for Rider’s 148th commencement. Martinson is the founder
of the Edison Venture Fund and
the Martinson Family Foundation
(MFF). Pruitt is the president of
Thomas Edison State College in
Trenton. The honorary degree
recipient for Westminster Choir
College commencement is
Paul Plishka. He is an acclaimed
Metropolitan Opera star.

Rider Vibes Concert

7:30 p.m. on May 4 and 3:00 p.m. on May 5, Gill
Chapel.
Wednesday, May 8

Independent Scholarship and Creative
Activities Presentations Day
10:30 a.m., Sweigart Hall
Friday, May 17

Cullen Center groundbreaking
2:30 p.m., Westminster Choir College
Tuesday, May 21

Reception for Don Steven’s retirement

SECURITY BRIEFS
Limp legs

Public Safety was called to
the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC)
on April 26 about 3 p.m. for a
reported medical emergency.
The officers met with a female
who was on the ground floor of
the BLC. She said that she started
to feel disoriented and was experiencing numbness in her legs. At
this time, Public Safety notified
an ambulance and the woman
was transported to a nearby hospital for further treatment and
evaluation.

Unsure resident

An ongoing verbal harassment
incident was reported to Public
Safety at 1:16 p.m. on April 24.
A female student who resides
in Hill Hall told Public Safety officers that since the start of the fall
semester, a male staff member
had been very friendly toward
her and asked for her phone
number. The student felt uncomfortable by the compliments she
received from the staff member
and said that she is being verbally harassed. This matter is still
under investigation.

3 p.m., North Hall Room 202

Believable prank

On May 1, Facebook statuses
began appearing in the newsfeeds of many students showing
a sign that read “mandatory drug
tests will be performed during
the reading day” for all resident
students for the upcoming fall
semester. The signs were a hoax,
but many believed them.
The notice was posted in all of
the residence halls and included
Public Safety’s phone number
as well as a fake seal of approval
from the Office of Campus Life.
The matter is currently under
investigation.

Sunday, June 9

Jazz brunch for Don Brown’s retirement
11 a.m., Cavalla Room

SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER
This is the last issue of The Rider News
for the 2013 spring semester. The next
print edition will come out on the first
day of classes, Sept. 4. From then on,
the paper will come out on Wednesdays
,instead of Fridays.

As the semester comes to a close...
remember to recycle your
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NCAA

longer place a limit on the number
of coaches who can recruit offcampus at the same time. The
CONT’D FROM P. 1
restrictions on the size and colors
of printed recruiting materials that are sent to prospects will also be lifted at this time.
Other new changes to the rulebook include the
amount of money athletes will be able to receive to
help offset expenses associated with practices, competitions and traveling for non-scholastic events. In total,
25 recruiting rules were deregulated.

Rider’s impact

According to Rider’s NCAA compliance officer
Greg Busch, these changes won’t have a major impact
on Rider’s recruiting process for its Division I sports.
“Some of the smaller-staffed programs might have
a harder time keeping up with their peers in terms of
being able to make unlimited contact with recruits,
but I think the deregulation proposals would have a
neutral effect on our coaches’ recruiting abilities,”
Busch said.
For the most part, Busch is in favor of the deregulations. His concern lies in the possible exploitation of
the now loosened rules.
“Many of the NCAA’s recruiting rules have become
outdated in recent years, and so, in this respect, I am
generally in favor of deregulation,” Busch said. “The
problem with deregulation is someone always finds
a way to exploit them, which can have a negative
trickle-down effect, which counters the original goal
of deregulation. For this reason, while I and many
of our coaches would be in support of many of the
deregulation proposals, there is concern about how a
less-structured recruiting world might function.”
As of March 2013, the NCAA had received
requests from schools to review two of the proposed
changes. The first deregulation said that someone
affiliated with the university who is not a coach could
recruit a player. The second deregulated printed
recruiting materials that colleges could send to
recruits. These two recruiting deregulation rules are
currently suspended. The board will consider the
modified proposals when it reconvenes on May 2 in
Indianapolis.

News
The board hopes that once passed, these new rules
will shift the regulatory culture in Division I sports.
Graduate student and member of the women’s
basketball team Carleigh Brown said that she feels the
Division I recruitment process and the changes being
made to it have pros and cons.
“As an athlete, I felt that the recruiting process was
not too strenuous,” she said. “I feel that it is beneficial
to the athlete that coaches are only allowed to contact you a certain amount of times a month or week.
If phone calls and texting were unlimited, I feel that
some coaches may take this overboard and will end
up only turning the athlete off of the school instead
of making them want to commit. The way things are
now, the athlete is able to contact the school as much
as they want, but they have to initiate the phone call.
This puts the contact level in the hands of the athlete,
which I feel is best.”
In contrast, many coaches and athletic directors,
mostly from schools much larger than Rider, are
opposed to the proposed changes.

National scene

According to a New York Times article from
February, Greg McGarity, athletic director for the
University of Georgia, believes these changes lead
to more money to be spent by the schools’ athletic
departments on recruitment efforts because of the
unlimited amount of contact that can now be made
with high school athletes, recruiting materials that can
be sent in the mail and the recruiting staff size.
“It is going to start a round of competition among
schools that is going to be limitless,” McGarity told
New York Times reporter Ray Glier.
Dr. A.J. Moore, a communication professor who
teaches classes in the business of sports minor, feels
that some of these deregulations were necessary to
keep up with current technology.
“The whole idea about how you can communicate
with kids, they had to change those rules with the
popularity of social media and texting,” Moore said.
“If coaches want to interact with kids, they had to
change to meet different means of communication.”

NCAA compliance

Busch feels that enforcing the NCAA’s rules is not a
difficult task at Rider because of the university’s committed and ethical coaching staff.
“The ability to be in compliance with the NCAA
rules and regulations depends in large part on the
integrity of the coaches and staff within your athletic
department,” Busch said. “Many of the issues that
arise at larger programs come as the result of coaches
who willingly break rules in order to gain an advantage over their peers. All of our coaches are knowledgeable about NCAA rules. Our coaches, as a group,
are very ethical in how they approach their jobs. This
makes enforcing the NCAA’s rules much easier.”
Busch added that inadvertent violations are
expected and may occur from time to time. On average, a Division I institution will report a handful of
secondary, or unintentional and inadvertent, violations
each year. However Rider, along with all NCAA members, is required to undergo a compliance audit once
every four years, Busch said.
“These audits are conducted by the appropriate member conferences,” he said. “In our case, the
MAAC will come down for a period of three days
once every four years and evaluate our entire compliance operation. This includes conducting in-person
interviews with various personnel both inside and
outside of the Athletic Department, and reviewing
all of our policies, procedures and documentation to
ensure we are appropriately monitoring and adhering
to all NCAA rules.”
In addition to the audit, the academic progress of
the Division I schools’ student athletes is recorded.
This review is performed through the Academic
Progress Rate (APR). According to the NCAA website,
this is a team-based metric that accounts for the eligibility and retention of each student-athlete for each
semester or term.
The NCAA’s Committee of Academic Performance
states that beginning with the 2012-13 championships,
teams must earn a minimum 900 four-year APR or
a 930 average over the most recent two years to be
eligible to participate in the
SEE NCAA
championship. For the 2014PAGE 4
15 championship, the teams
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must earn a 930 four-year APR
average, or a 940 average over the
most recent two years.
CONT’D FROM P. 3
During the 2011-12 school year,
all of Rider’s Division I teams reached the APR standards, with the lowest team during this year — men’s
soccer — reporting an APR of 971. In comparison to
other local Division I schools, Rider’s student athletes
perform only slightly better.
The NCAA does not take the APRs lightly. A
total of 35 Division I teams received penalties for not
reaching the APR standards for the 2012-13 year,
meaning that they scored below 900. There were nine
teams deemed ineligible for postseason competition as
a result.
Of these penalized teams, one of the most noteworthy was the University of Connecticut’s men’s
basketball team, which was banned from the 201213 post-season championship because of the team’s
poor academic performance. Other schools’ men’s
basketball teams that were banned from playoffs
include Towson University in Maryland, Texas A&M,
Jacksonville State University and the University of
Arkansas.
However, when the decision about whether or not a
team is able to attend its playoffs rides on the academic performance of its athletes, it lends itself to the
question: What lengths will schools go to in order to
reach the minimum APR?
According to Moore, different forms of leeway are

given to student athletes in the classroom — specifically at schools where the sports teams are renowned
and missing playoffs would be an embarrassment.
“I think there’s a lot of ways athletes get preferential treatment, especially at a larger school where
professors want to be seen as a part of the team,”
said Moore. “At these schools there’s always going to
be that team mentality and some of those professors
might let students get away with things. But at larger
schools where winning is everything, some professors
want to take their own personal stand and be tougher
on the students. But for the most part, athletes at
larger schools will receive certain advantages.”
At smaller schools like Rider where the mentality isn’t all about winning, there isn’t nearly as much
favored treatment, Moore added.

Tuition

Rider health insurance cost rises,
but benefits to rise even more

CONT’D FROM P. 1

departments.”
O’Hara provided information on why the percent
increase is greater than last

year.
“We continue to feel the lingering effects of the
$2.5 million cut in state-operating support that Rider
had received, affecting our ability to continue the
investments and to fund the expenditures that will
advance our institution and provide students quality experiences,” he said. “Therefore, in determining the new tuition rates, we sought to balance the
need to continue to invest in the quality of students’
educational experiences with the need to maintain
affordability. Rider needs the resources to develop
new academic programs, and respond to our students’
needs for support programs and enhanced facilities.”
O’Hara said many of these new campus projects
and improvements will be possible because of the
tuition increase.
“We will increase tutoring support services in
the Student Success Center,” he said. “We will also
enhance technology by transitioning from Blackboard
to Canvas, a new learning management system. We
plan to continue to improve the wireless network by
enhancing bandwidth to accommodate the growing
number of mobile devices and improve download
speed and support.”
Some of the new academic programs include an
undergraduate Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice,
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in musical theater, an online
program that will allow registered nurses to complete
the requirements for a bachelor’s degree in nursing,
and an online master’s degree in accounting (MAcc).
Compared to other schools across the country, it
seems that Rider’s tuition increase falls in the middle.
Students at West Michigan private colleges and
universities will see tuition grow somewhere between
3.3% and 6.8%.
In Georgia, a 7% tuition increase for next fall
was recently approved at Georgia Tech and tuition
will be going up by 5% at the University of Georgia
and 3.5% at Georgia State University and Georgia
Regents University.
At Iona College, tuition will rise about 4%, according to The Journal News. Iona’s President Joseph Nyre
said that the students were put above salaries to limit
the 4% tuition increase for 2013-14, or about $30,670.
The college also increased its financial aid from $38.6
million to $41 million.
Students have responded with mixed feelings to
Rider’s tuition increase, but seem pleased the extra
money will be well spent.
“It’s not great to hear that the percent increase for
tuition is greater than last year, but it’s comforting to
know that the university is balancing that with more
financial aid,” junior secondary education major
Marcella Scalise said.
Contact this writer at zeckk@theridernews.com

Looking ahead

Rider’s Athletic Director Don Harnum finds that
the NCAA regulations can become complicated and
cumbersome, making deregulation an overall positive
change, but with a few drawbacks.
“The complications lie in the practical application
of exactly how far to take deregulation,” Harnum
said. “Most NCAA rules and regulations were put
into effect in an attempt to create a level playing field
amongst a very broad and diverse range of institutions — and this is a positive. Therefore, I do not
support total deregulation, but do think the entire set
of bylaws and existing rules should be simplified for

S

By Jen Maldonado

TUDENTS who get their health insurance from
Rider will pay more next fall, but the benefits will
increase dramatically, as the nation’s healthcare
laws continue to change.
The new policy, costing an annual premium
of $925, is provided by Commercial Travelers
Insurance/National Guardian Life Insurance. It will
cover medical charges up to $500,000 and won’t be
limited to a certain group of providers. The maximum a student would have to pay out of pocket is
$5,000, according to an email from Dean of Students
Anthony Campbell.
“The university undertook a competitive selection
process to identify the insurance company that could
provide the required coverage at the lowest price, as
well as good service in processing claims,” Campbell
said.
Since 1989, New Jersey has mandated that all fulltime students attending institutions of higher education in the state must have health insurance. Students
have the option to remain on their parents’ insurance
until the age of 26, purchase their own health insurance independently or purchase insurance through the
school they are attending.
With the passing of the Affordable Care Act, Rider,
along with other four-year universities, is now required
to offer a plan that meets specific requirements such as

easier interpretation and application. Schools need
to have certain flexibility to govern themselves while
still conforming with a set of NCAA standards and
regulations.”
Moore feels that there will never be self-regulation,
though he predicts that there will be schools that leave
the NCAA in the foreseeable future.
“Within the next decade, we will see power conferences break away from NCAA,” he said. “They will
create their own rulings and become their own entity
so that they don’t have to deal with regulations that
level playing field. They will look at regulations that
will focus on winning.
“We are already seeing some of this with conference realignments. You can never have self-regulation
because you have schools like Kentucky and Ohio
State whose whole business is to win, and then you
have Division I schools like Rider, which does not have
a mentality of winning at all costs. Because of these
different agendas between schools, there can never be
self-regulation.”
Harnum admits that he doesn’t have a definitive
stance on the deregulations.
“[I] might appear to have a middle of the road type
of response, but I think it speaks to the complexity of
the issue that will require some form of compromise
between total deregulation and what currently exists.”
Contact this writer at zeckk@theridernews.com

the $500,000 coverage limit, coverage for pre-existing
conditions and essential benefits including ambulatory
patient services, hospitalization, mental health treatment, lab services and prescription drugs. Intramural
and recreational sports injuries are also covered.
The health insurance plan for 2012-2013 cost covered only $400, but it had a cap of $25,000 and other
limits that will no longer apply.
“We wanted a plan that would allow us to continue
to use the primary care providers, specialists, and
diagnostic facilities we have developed a relationship
with,” said Lynn Eiding, director of Student Health
Services. “We also needed a plan that would permit
our students to access the hospitals that are convenient
to both the Lawrenceville and Princeton campuses.”
Details are still being negotiated regarding the
insurance for international students.
Students who are already on their parents’ health
care plan or have their own plan through their place
of employment can waive out of this new insurance
policy.
“We feel that this is an excellent health insurance
policy for our students.” Campbell said. “The plan
offers a high degree of health insurance protection,
an 80/20 payout with no deductibles and the added
protection of a maximum out of pocket financial
exposure.”
Additional reporting by Corinne Anderson

$4.6 million state grant will go
toward building of Cullen Center

O

By Lauren Santye
N Monday,

Rider was awarded $4.6 million in
funding for building renovations.
According to Vice President for Finance &
Treasurer Julie Karns, of the $4.6 million that
Rider was rewarded, $4.2 million is from the Building
Our Future Bond Act grant program, and $355,000
from the Higher Education Technology Infrastructure
(HETI) Fund.
The money that was awarded, along with money
from donor gifts, is being used for the construction
and equipping of Westminster’s Marion Buckelew
Cullen Center.
“In order to apply for the grants, funds were
required to be used for academic facilities, and colleges and universities needed to fund a 25% match
from donors or other institutional funds,” Karns said.
“The projects had to be “shovel ready,” including

governmental approvals.”
Among the schools awarded is The College of
New Jersey (TCNJ). It submitted six applications
for funding, in hopes to receive $41 million but was
granted $57 million to help their Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math program (STEM).
“Today we begin a new era of opportunity for
New Jersey’s colleges and universities,” said Governor
Chris Christie. “To keep more of our best students
in the state and to make our colleges more attractive
research partners for industries looking to bring good
paying jobs and businesses here, we need modern
facilities to remain competitive.”
In the next round of grant applications, Rider will
be submitting again. Future grants would go to facilities improvements, including the façade of Moore
Library.

May 3, 2012
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Poyda Hall gets a fresh start with freshmen

T

By Alex Zdatny

the first year student
experience will change as Poyda
Hall joins Conover Hall as an all
freshman residence.
Poyda will be experiencing many
changes next year, according to Cindy
Threatt, associate dean for residential
programs.
“When we had groups of freshmen
in an upperclassmen building, those
freshmen really struggled,” Threatt
said.
Freshmen found it difficult to make
connections in these cases, and the primary goal was to avoid this by creating
more freshman centers, Threatt said.
Amy LoSacco, the current residence
director of Poyda, agrees that placing
freshmen together would be beneficial
for their first year of college.
“I personally believe that first-year
students should be with other first-year
students, just because it helps them,”
she said.
Next year, Poyda will feature two
learning communities that will bring
in more of a focus to work with the
students, according to Threatt.
“Poyda will be able to have the
[Bonner] community service program
and we are also gaining a psychology
learning community,” LoSacco said.
“We’re looking to bring faculty members into Poyda and looking to have
members from psychology and community services to do office hours.”
The building offers a multitude of
benefits, including the fact that the

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

HIS fall,

Incoming freshmen will now have the opportunity to begin college life residing in Poyda Hall with
other first-year students and experience the activities and amenities it has to offer.
fourth floor is already all freshmen,
Threatt said.
Poyda has other attributes that
allow students to socialize more easily.
“We have good space for events
outside,” LoSacco said. “We have two
huge lounges. There are a lot of benefits that Conover is not able to have
just because of the placement.”
In addition to the building’s amenities, it also provides convenience.
“First-year students will enjoy living
in Poyda because it has its own parking lot out back which is convenient
for those who are bringing their cars to
campus,” Poyda resident and freshman
accounting major Megan Scott said.

Students who are looking into Greek
Life will not have to walk far since
Poyda is so close to the fraternities and
sororities, said freshman radio and
television major, and Poyda resident
Sammie Dinon.
Poyda’s proximity to Greek Life may
“open the door to an organization that
they might be interested in joining,”
LoSacco said.
Incoming students who need advice
on how to adjust to college life will be
able to receive it from more experienced students.
“We might have some upperclass
peer mentors coming in who will mentor the first year students—not RAs

but a different leadership position,”
LoSacco said.
While many complain about Poyda’s
location, it allows for plenty of room
for recreational activities including
a volleyball court and prime relaxing locations that will be open to all
students.
The response from students about
the adjustment has been mostly positive, according to Threatt.
“We shopped it around with students
and honestly got a lot of positive feedback,” she said. “Poyda seemed like a
really good location.”
Since Poyda is close to the academic buildings, mainly Fine Arts, it
provides lots of access to educational
facilities for students in the Liberal Arts
programs.
Some residents who will be future
sophomores and upperclassmen will
greatly miss Poyda, both for its location
and its convenience.
“I’m going to miss Poyda because
this is where I started and I may not be
able to live here ever again,” freshman
elementary education and English
major Alyssa DiFlora said.
Poyda will create a good opportunity
to meet other freshmen and will offer
more of a collaboration between buildings, Threatt said.
“We absolutely will see Poyda be
more successful, not only because of
student satisfaction but student retention,” Threatt said.

CASH
for

Text 0868 to TEXTBK (839825)
and take the
FUN’D Your Summer Quiz
for your chance to WIN.*
*Promotion valid 4/15/13 - 5/30/13. Open to U.S. residents 17
years of age or older. You can opt out of SMS messages from
bookstore at any time by texting STOP to TEXTBK (839825). Text
HELP for help. Msg&Data Rates May Apply. Up to 4 msgs/week.
Supported Carriers: Alltel, AT&T, Boost Mobile, Cellcom, Cellular
South, Cincinnati Bell, Nextel, nTelos, Sprint, T-Mobile, U.S. Cellular, and Verizon Wireless.

BOOKS
Visit rider.bkstr.com for
buyback hours and locations

For complete rules visit http://c1k.co/qJdR.

RIDER UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE
4/C

BART LUEDEKE CENTER |
Black & White

/RiderUniversityBookstore

For Black background,
there is a white
border around it.

CHECK-IN YOUR RENTAL BOOKS

now through

CK-IN
RENTAL CHE

MAY 14

6

Arts&Entertainment

May 3, 2013

Seniors shine in thesis art gallery show
Taking a journey into the art world can create a
whirlwind of colors, lines and patterns that might
leave your head spinning. Students participating in
the Senior Thesis Art Exhibit, hosted by Rider’s Art
Gallery in the Bart Luedeke Center, hope to generate
that experience for visitors.
Hard work, dedication and creativity are evident when audiences view work from the exhibition’s seniors fine art majors Hira A. Ansari, Kristen
Streeter, Johnie Williams and senior fine arts and
psychology major Sarah Dillon. The artwork of the
four seniors has been showcased since April 25 and
will continue until May 5.
Ansari said that her artwork was inspired by “some
of the greatest artists like Paul Cézanne, Georges
Braque, Pablo Picasso and many others, along with
life and nature.”
Ansari expressed her admiration for her professors she had the privilege of learning from since she
started at Rider.
“Deborah Rosenthal has been my mentor and
professor in art since the beginning,” she said. “She
has really helped me grow and understand concepts
that were beyond my comprehension before I met her.
Her encouragement got me to where I am as an art
student and graphic designer today.”
Rosenthal, professor of fine arts, instituted senior
honors thesis exhibitions more than 20 years ago and
has sponsored them almost every year since. She feels
it’s an important capstone experience for studio-art
majors.
“Hira Ansari and Sarah Dillon, working under
my direction, use traditional sources of inspiration
— great artists of the past,” Rosenthal said. “Hira
and Sarah both worked exclusively from live models
and from invention — and not from photographs or
projections.”
Ansari enjoys the networking opportunities and
close-knit learning community at Rider.
“Learning in a small classroom definitely has its
advantages,” she said. “I would have never gotten this
far if I didn’t have this type of relationship with my
professors.”
Another one of Rosenthal’s advisees, Dillon,
started exploring abstraction, her use of abstract
forms had an organic feel to them, Dillon explained.
Looking at artists such as the American painter Arthur
Dove and the German artist of the Blue Rider group,
Franz Marc, she found “kindred spirits.”

Courtesy of Anne Sears

By Jessica Vento

Seniors Sarah Dillon, Hira A. Ansari, Kristen Streeter and Johnie Williams are the featured artists in the Senior Thesis Art Gallery.
“My recent pictures are studies, in oil paints and
crayons, of the interaction between the curves of a
horse,” Dillon said. “My use of schematic color or
non-naturalistic color helps highlight the relationship
between curve and line, a concept learned from Marc,
who has become my main source of inspiration.”
Streeter said that she was inspired how expressive
the human face could be.
“The bend of the eyes around the head, slightly
downturned in thought or crushed down in agony,
how the lips purse and release, or spread wide in a
smile — I’m most interested in that, and the countenance that can be conveyed by using those features in
combination with one another,” Streeter said.
Streeter expresses her gratitude for having the
opportunity to work with such a noteworthy professor.
“Professor Harry Naar influenced my work very
heavily, as I was nowhere near the skill level I have
now when I started working with him,” Streeter said.
“He’s a great teacher and easy to talk to.”
Naar, a professor of fine arts, in addition to being
the students’ adviser, acknowledged Steeter’s and
Williams’ dedication to the art world.
“I was really impressed by Johnie and Kristen’s
artwork,” Naar said. “They worked really hard,
experimented, and pushed themselves to another level.
They weren’t complacent with what they were trying
to do. For me what’s really interesting is that I have

two students who are very diverse, which is a really
important part of the way I teach.”
Williams reflects in his thesis that in his exhibit, he
uses “a combination of direct observations of people,
places, and photographs.”
With Naar’s advisement and influences from artists
such as Rembrant, William A. Bouguereau, Pontormo,
Cézanne, Renoir, Degas and Monet, he researched
“painting styles and techniques used by the masters in
helping me to understand color theory and realism.”
Naar explained how imperative it is for students to
share their art in a formal setting.
“I think that it is important for students to have
a place for their work, especially for students who
have worked on extended projects,” Naar said. “I feel
that it is so important for the students to show their
artwork to other students, professors, faculty and
administrators.”
To view the exhibit, gallery hours are open daily
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m and Sunday noon to 4 p.m.

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Sarah Dillon emphasizes the lines and curves with bright colors.

Hira Ansari is influenced by past artists for this piece.

Johnie Williams’ work is a reflection of realism and color.

Kristen Streeter is inspired by the human face and its many expressions.
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Arts&Entertainment

Frank, played by freshman Colby Dezelick, fights a townsman during the town
dance to have a chance to court Sarah, played by freshman Nicole Sheehan.

Adam Pontipee, portrayed by freshman Eddie Brandt,
finds a wife in Milly, played by junior Samantha Penick.

Milly, Penick, teaches the brothers how to be more like
gentlemen in order to have them find wives of their own.

Seven brothers steal hearts in seven brides

W

By Tara DeLorenzo

ITTY, whimsical and wonderful, Westminster’s
College of the Arts’ rendition of Seven Brides
for Seven Brothers had the audience ready to
run off with the hysterical, swoon-worthy
mountain men and the graceful, yet playful dancing
girls.
Based on the MGM film and Stephen Vincent
Benét’s short story,“The Sobbin’ Women,” this
production of Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, directed
by assistant professors of performing arts Nathan
Hurwitz and Robin Lewis, is a tale of love and of
doing whatever it takes to make love happen. The
show ran from April 24-28 in the Bart Luedeke
Center Theater.
Opening the play is Adam Pontipee, the eldest of
the seven brothers, played by Eddie Brandt, a freshman popular music culture major, who comes to town
looking for a wife. In a town of traditional villagers,
no one is used to Adam’s pioneer-woodsman ways.
Proud, spunky and wistful Milly, portrayed by
junior musical theater major Samantha Penick, sees
more than just a man looking for a wife in Adam; she
sees an escape from her provincial life and a place of

peace with just the two of them — or so she thinks.
So with the oh-so-romantic proposal of, “I ain’t
got a woman, so how ’bout it?” Milly and Adam are
hitched and are on their way to wedded bliss.
But Milly’s dream of a life hidden in the woods
with Adam is shattered, as Adam’s six boisterous
brothers, played by freshman musical theater majors
Cody Cooley, Colby Dezelick, Matthew Fairlee, Kevin
Corkum, Joshua Lawson and Jimmy McEvoy bumble
out of the cabin. Suddenly she has not only become a
wife to Adam, but also a housewife to men equivalent
only to the lost boys from Peter Pan.
During an outstanding singing and dancing number, Milly works to civilize the boys, turning them
from clumsy fools to elegant gentlemen who are ready
to go courting and get married.
Heading into town, after Milly deems them ready,
the men are smitten with six of the town girls.
Since they live miles from town, the brothers are
forced to leave, unable to court the girls. Lovestruck
and heartsick, the brothers develop a plan for the girls
to be with them.
In the dark of the night, the brothers sneak into
town and kidnap the six girls. Unfortunately, they

accidentally forget the preacher to marry them all,
leaving them trapped in their secluded farm until
spring.
Quirky and playful, the production captivated the
audience. There was terrific energy that emanated
from the quick, quirky dialogue and extraordinary
singing and acting.
With themes of family and enduring love, the cast
put on a fantastic performance with outstanding dancing, stunning vocals and wonderful chemistry.
Fairlee, who played Adam’s brother Gideon, captured the hearts of the audience with his character’s
quiet awkwardness and had everyone rooting for him
and his love Alice, portrayed by freshman musical
theater major Lilli Babb.
Notable too was the dancing, which was choreographed by Lewis. Male dance captain Dezelick, who
played Adam’s brother Frank, was a standout along
with freshman theater performance major Nicole
Sheehan, who portrayed Frank’s love interest Sarah.
With lifts and twirls, their chemistry sizzled.
All the dancing, each pair and performer was phenomenal, and with that, so were the vocals. Powerful
enough to create goose bumps, Brandt and Penick’s
harmonies were beautiful and
impeccable, as were the full cast
harmonies.
The costumes and sets were
authentic and elaborate, making
this 1850’s Oregon woods cabin
become real in the production.
Woodsy and strong, the sets transitioned easily from the rustic
cabin to reveal the town’s vibrant
atmosphere
With signs warning of gunshots that will be fired in the
second act and hearing that it is
a play centered on Stockholm
syndrome, expectations were
dark. Instead the play was exciting and riveting and was one
that was not to be missed.
Contact this writer at delorenzot@
theridernews.com

SEE MORE PHOTOS AT
THERIDERNEWS.COM
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From the Editor

Except for Sandy,
a thumbs-up year

Campus Changes
The new residence hall that is
connected to Ziegler Hall was officially given an awfully long name,
Hank and Bonnie Moore Hall, in
a ceremony back in September.
Communication students were also
graced with a remodeled J-lab in
January. Many students are taking
full advantage of the new facilities since all of the computers were
updated as well.
The room selection process
also got a major face-lift. Thanks
to StarRez, students were able to
select their housing for the following
school year online. The online process was much easier than previous
years since the selection could have
been done from the comfort of your
own dorm room. The awful task of
waiting in line was eliminated and
the process was more convenient.
We were faced with some unexpected difficulties very early in the
school year because of Superstorm
Sandy. The hurricane devastated
our state and gave some students
challenges that they are still trying
to overcome today. There is still a
lot of damage in some of the Shore
towns where some of our students
live. The process to rebuild is a long
one, however, progress is slow. The
campus was closed for more than
a week and even though Rider is
at a state of normalcy now, some
students’ homes still are not.
It wouldn’t be a completed
school year without some scandal.
A mysterious website was created
known as RateRider where pictures
of female students appeared side by
side. People who visited the website
“rated” the pictures and points were
given to the winner. The administration blocked the website on Rider’s
servers on Oct. 23.
Top notch shows
We had some great performances
this year by the School of Fine and
Performing Arts and Westminster
College of the Arts, with productions of Cole, Nine, Seven Brides for
Seven Brothers, Crumble Lay Me Down,

Justin Timberlake, The Misanthrope and
The Crucible. J.Cole and Miguel also
took the time to perform (to some
students’ displeasure) at Rider for
this year’s fall concert in October.
Awards
As for the athletes, some teams
sparked special pride, like field
hockey, who came out on top yet
again. This year, the team won its
third consecutive NEC title. Rider’s
cheerleaders also finished on top of
the pyramid. The team competed
in the American Cheer and Dance
Reach the Beach 2013 Nationals in
the coed college division and won,
becoming national champions for
the second year in a row.
Our very own The Rider News won
a total of 17 awards from the New
Jersey Press Foundation and the
Society of Professional Journalists,
exceeding any previous staff. Model
U.N. also won big. They represented
Israel, and took home the highest
honor when the team received an
“Outstanding Delegation,” which is
only awarded to 21 of the more than
200 delegations. This is the fifth consecutive year Model U.N. has earned
this prestigious recognition.
Going Green
Rider continued to go green. For
the fourth year in a row, we participated with other schools across
the country in Recyclemania, the
eight-week long recycling competition. Rider was ranked 14 of 228 in
the Grand Champion category with
a 63.19% recycling rate.
Additionally, with the installation of the PepsiCo Dream
Machine last year, the company
recognized the university with a
Certificate of Recycling Excellence
and was acknowledged for having one of the top-ten performing
Dream Machines in the nation.
For a medium-sized school, Rider
has taken large steps toward going
green.
Until next year...
And there is more to look forward
to next year. The campus will shift
from Blackboard to a new system
known as Canvas. Memorial Hall
will undergo a makeover. The building’s exterior will be worked on,
and a central cooling system will be
installed. With these new changes
and a clean slate, 2013-14 will be an
even better school year.

The weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion of The Rider News. This
week’s editorial was written by the
Opinion Editor Danielle Gittleman

cagle.com

T

HE 2012-13 school year was
a time of change on campus.
Rider wisely invested time and
money to improve student
dining satisfaction as the brand-new
Daly’s officially opened after weeks
of renovation over the summer. The
dining hall has done a complete
180, and became unrecognizable.
The Bronc Diner, a favorite among
students, was demolished in order
to help expand the dining hall. New
food stations such as the Parm station
where students can get a number
of pasta dishes, and the new Daly’s
Grille, allow for a broader selection
of choices. Part of Cranberry’s was
also renovated. Andrew J.’s was created to replace the C-store in the old
Daly’s, and a Subway completed an
improved Cranberry’s.

Senior Speaks

Shooter training
prepares students

T

HERE are certain days in life that
you never forget. For me, one of
those days was April 18, 1990.
That day, Mike, a classmate
at Brick Township High School, snuck
into the school through an unlocked
stairwell entrance carrying a guitar case
and a gym bag. In that guitar case was
a loaded shotgun that he used to order
our history teacher, Paula Niven, out of
the classroom, as he announced that he
didn’t want to go to school anymore.
Niven did not give up easily, but
eventually — wisely in my view —
ceded control of the classroom.
After Niven left the room, Mike told
us he didn’t intend to hurt anyone. He
just wanted to scare the teacher. We

weren’t in a panic. There was calm
about the room, probably because
we were 14 or 15 years old and did
not really process the implications of
what was going on. I think most of us
believed him.
The odds of confronting an active
shooter are low, much like the odds of
being involved in a plane crash. But
every time we fly we’re told where the
exits are, that our seat cushion may be
used as a flotation device and how to
secure the oxygen mask to our face.
It is with these same precautions
in mind that Rider Public Safety and
the President’s Office have developed
a program to inform students, faculty
and staff of what they can do if they

➠
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Senior Send-off

“C

Don’t live down to expectations. Go out there and do
something remarkable.”

Executive Editor
examines years Shooter

OLLEGE is what you make of
it.”
I can’t count the number
of times an adult mentioned
this to me the summer before my freshman year at Rider. The advice was
overwhelming: Focus on your schoolwork. Don’t be afraid to put yourself
out there. Get to know your professors.
Join clubs. Meet new people. Take leadership roles. Get yourself noticed.
I was terrified, but Rider took me
in and embraced me through all my of
fears. When I was too intimidated to
go to a newspaper meeting, a professor reached out to me and brought me
along. Now I’m leaving as Executive
Editor. When I couldn’t fathom going
to Daly’s alone to get dinner, others in
my residence hall invited me out. Now
I have friends I will never forget and
the confidence to stop by the dining
hall for a quick meal alone. With the
help of everyone around me, I grew as
a student and as a person. And now,
as a senior with one foot out into the
“real world,” I feel like I need to leave
behind some things I’ve learned.
To the new staff of The Rider News:
There will be days when you’ll have
to drag yourself to work. There may
be nights when you’re stuck exporting in the wee hours of the morning,
scrambling after a last-minute change.
There will be plans with friends that
you’ll have to skip out on. But cherish
it. You’re all in this together, and during those tough times, you’ll become a
family. I leave you in Jen’s and Rachel’s
more-than-capable hands, and I speak
for all the seniors on staff when I say
that you’ve already made us proud.
To the old staff of The Rider News: I
have never met a more extraordinary

group of people than the staff here; not
only are you amazing writers, you’re
amazing people. The paper was a good
75% of my college life, and I’m so glad
I got to spend it with you all. It made
the long nights worth it.
And to all the other students who
will be spending another semester of
their lives at Rider: Appreciate it while
it lasts. Take all that advice that was
thrown at you before you got to college
— the older generations know what
they’re talking about. I know it’s cliché,
but your time here goes by quicker than
you think. I was under the delusion that
I would never grow up, and now I’m on
the threshold of adulthood, wondering
where the last few years have gone. I’ve
heard time only moves quicker from
here on out.
I came into Rider as a shy 18-yearold, directionless but hopeful about
my future. Now I’m leaving Rider a
confident 21-year-old, still somewhat
directionless (but getting closer), and
still hopeful about my future. I don’t
have a plan, but I know that these past
four years have prepared me for whatever comes next.
So this is a huge thank you to my
friends, my professors and my advisers
who have guided me along the way.
I have laughed, cried and screamed
alongside you, and ultimately, I have
grown from it. I finally understand that
college really is what you make of it,
and you all have made it unforgettable.

-Emily Eiermann
Outgoing Executive Editor
TO READ MORE SEND-OFFS FROM
OTHER GRADUATING SENIORS, VISIT
THERIDERNEWS.COM

Wendy wasserstein
American playwright

CONT’D FROM P. 8

were ever faced with an intruder.
Recently, with The Rider News staff,
I went through a training session
conducted by Public Safety Director
Vickie Weaver and coordinator Frank
Scharibone. As they showed a wellmade video created on a campus
that looks a lot like Rider, and led an
enlightening discussion, I couldn’t help
but think about that disturbing morning in my high school history class.
Mike asked for the blinds to be lowered and demanded that people move
away from the windows. At that point,
in my mind, things got real. Next, he
asked for an armoire-type cabinet that
held school supplies to be moved in
front of the door.
He selected a group of students to
move the case. They were quick thinkers. They told him it was bolted to the
wall. It wasn’t, but he never challenged
them. That left a vital opening for the
eventual defusing of the situation.
Mike had begun negotiations with
Joseph Tomaselli, the vice principal.
Mike wanted food and Tomaselli
wanted some of us released. As Mike
leaned back in Niven’s chair and
clasped his hands behind his head with
the gun lying against the teacher’s
desk, Tomaselli saw his chance to act.
He charged Mike and tackled him to
the ground, while other administrators
rushed in and subdued him.
This all flooded back to me when
I was learning about active shooters,
people who are engaged in killing or
attempting to kill people in a confined
and populated area. In recent years
these actions have been on the rise,
making it all the more important for

individuals to have an idea of what to
do in these situations.
Being alert and aware of your surroundings is huge. Know the building
you are in, whether it’s an academic
building, a shopping mall, a movie theater or any other building. Simply take
a look around and know the alternative
exits; it could save your life.
When police arrive on the scene,
it is very important to follow their
instructions. Show them your hands
and spread your fingers. Everyone will
be treated as a potential threat until
deemed otherwise. Do not run toward
officers. The first priority of police on
the scene is to neutralize the threat.
There’s a huge difference between
what happened to me at Brick
Township High School and what happened at Columbine, Virginia Tech,
Tucson and most recently, Sandy Hook.
Nobody died at Brick. We were lucky.
Despite this experience, I am a firm
believer in the Second Amendment;
people do have a right to keep and bear
arms, but there should be limitations. I
don’t see the need for civilians to have
assault weapons. Anyone buying a gun
should be forced to undergo a background check — no exceptions.
There is a wealth of information available from the training being
offered by Public Safety. The sessions
are offered to student groups and
organizations, faculty and staff. I highly
recommend the training: It’s better to
have the information and never need
it, rather than be in a situation and not
know what to do.
Groups interested in scheduling a
training session can contact Weaver, at
(609) 896-5029.
-Dave Nugent
Senior journalism major

Professor’s Perspective

Playing up the downside of an NCAA breakup

W

E all

love our college sports — not only
students, but also alumni and faculty. It’s a
major part of American culture.
However, we should all be aware that a
major change to the college athletic model is coming.
And from the perspective of Rider University, it won’t
be one that gets the administration in Alumni Gym to
raise their cranberry-and-white pom-poms.
In the not-so-distant future, the NCAA (the governing body of college athletics from the Division I to
Division III level) won’t exist as we know it. Perhaps
within the next 10 years, the schools comprising the
so-called five “power conferences” (Big 10, Pac 12, Big
12, ACC and SEC) will break away from the NCAA.
They will form their own super-conference in order to
get away from pesky NCAA rules like the ones limiting exposure coaches have to players and recruits, setting academic standards, and, yes, regulating possible
compensation for student athletes.
Besides the NCAA rules, the power conference
schools that make millions of dollars playing football
at the highest level are not fond of sharing their piece
of the pie. Ohio State, Texas, Michigan and Florida
— the schools that annually have the biggest athletic
budgets and generate the most revenue — see millions
of dollars not going into their own pockets, but going
instead to the NCAA, which then uses the funds to
subsidize not just the rest of Division I sports, but even

down to the Division III level.
As these football schools spend and make more, the
financial pressures on them increase. And being part
of the NCAA is a burden — a burden they currently
are considering doing away with. The idea being
floated around by those at the power conferences —
and many in the media — is a complete breakaway
from the NCAA. The schools would have their own
football playoff system that would allow them to keep
all the revenue, rather than share it with the other
NCAA schools.
While most people are familiar with the NCAA,
they may not know that there are other governing bodies in college athletics, such as the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA). So
an association outside the NCAA doesn’t sound that
far-fetched.
And it might not be just a separate football league
and playoff. Eventually, there could be a different
post-season college basketball tournament. Right now,
once again, part of the hundreds of millions of dollars
from the NCAA basketball tournament gets broken
down into “units” and shipped off to more than 340
schools including Rider playing at the Division I level.
Some of those units even trickle down to Division II
and Division III.
Kentucky, Louisville and UCLA, among other
schools, are of the mindset that they should not be

sharing this money because they are the schools that
attract the most eyeballs and get CBS to spend $1 billion on the media rights to broadcast the tournament.
These programs could easily break away and no
longer share their winnings with less prolific programs.
A school such as Rider benefits immensely by being
part of an association that also includes the Penn
States and Alabamas of the world. The MAAC gets a
team in the NCAA tournament, and its schools share
in the dollars from that appearance. An NCAA tournament without Michigan State and friends would be
a tremendous loss for the schools left behind.
If the big schools leave the NCAA, Rider and
other schools may no longer see an incentive to play
at the Division I level — there go the scholarships.
Investments in college athletics would no longer be
prudent for Rider if it is unable to piggyback on
the most recognizable names, both financially and
through the prestige and attention it gets by being
associated with them.
Think about those ramifications next time you hear
the president of USC or Florida State complain about
the NCAA. If these schools get angry enough and
leave the playground with their ball, Rider could be
left on the sidelines.
-Dr. A.J. Moore
Assistant professor of journalism
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TR ACK AND FIELD

Broncs reach final lap of outdoor season

T

By Tom Albano
HE Broncs want to go out with a bang in the
MAAC Championship May 4-5 which is being
held here at Rider.
The track and field teams are riding into the
MAAC Championship coming off the heels of both
the Penn Relays held April 25-27 in Philadelphia,
as well as the Lions Invitational which took place on
April 27 in Ewing.
At the Penn Relays, the women’s team had a performance that broke Rider records and was described
by Head Coach Bob Hamer as “tremendous.”
Record-breaking performances came from the 4 x
100 relay team of freshman Dashana Ransome, senior
Mia Riley, freshman Miranda Roberts and freshman
La’tazah Coleman, finishing at 47.14. The distance
medley relay team of senior Megan Elgin, sophomore
Ashley Edwards, freshman Madeline Hummel and
sophomore Emily Ritter finished at 11:48.25. Also,
senior Nicole Tassello finished the 10,000 meter in
36:50.20, breaking the Rider record by 18 seconds.
The men at the Penn Relays had one particularly

Recruiting
CONT’D FROM P. 12

aspects of being in the United States.
“Traveling back and forth was difficult and I got homesick a lot, especially
the first year,” Cottam said.
The coaches at Rider consider it
extremely important to find international athletes who are not only good
on the playing field, but in the classroom as well.
“We also like them to be strong
academically because you know there
is going to be a challenge for them,

notable performance coming from the 4 x 800
relay team of junior Joseph Carlin, freshman Tom
McLaughlin, freshman Darien Edwards and senior
Greg Wesh, who finished with an IC4A-qualifying
time of 7:39.81.
The Broncs will now be training for the MAAC
Championship and expect strong results on their
home field.
“Our team is very well-rounded this season with
great performances in the throws, field, sprints and
distance events,” sophomore Emily Ritter said. “We
are looking forward to competing at home with the
support of Rider students.”
The Broncs have already had success with a homefield advantage this season back on April 13 at the
Rider Invitational — both the men’s and women’s
teams won. While the teams would love to finish first
again, they are just hoping for a performance to be
proud of.
“We can’t guarantee [that we will get first place],”
Hamer said. “But we have the personnel and we have
the confidence to do so.”

especially if English is their second
language,” Hussong said.
Milligan feels that the adjustment
period in the classroom and on the
court is an important factor for these
athletes.
“We have to match their academic
standards with ours and obviously at
times there may be a language barrier too,” Milligan said. “We have to
make sure they can handle being in the
States. They are a long way from home
so we become their family and need to
help them in their adjustments.”
Traveling these distances can be
a startling thought to some, but it’s a
decision that could lead to a lifetime of

Hamer hopes the attendance of friends and family
at Rider will excite his athletes.
“[Being at home] is an advantage for us,” Hamer
said. “At the field events, we are definitely comfortable.
A track is a track, but having a great home crowd, and
having the families come out will bring encouragement to the athletes.”
While the teams have been working hard on their
preparations for the MAAC Championship, Hamer
stressed that the teams are ready and the athletes seem
to agree.
“At this point in the season, we have completed all
of the hard workouts and training necessary to bring
us toward this weekend’s competitions,” Ritter said.
“As long as everyone can pull together and jump,
throw, run or vault to their potential, then this weekend could be one to remember.”

success.
“At first you think it’s too far, but if
you don’t try it and see what it’s like,
you’ll never know,” Pereira said. “Many
people like to be close to home because
that’s all they know, but you make
friends easily, who will last not just four
years, but a lifetime.”
The process of change is a long procedure conducted with the help of both
the coaches and players.
“I think the experience they get is a
terrific one,” Hussong said. “We do a
great thing for them, and they provide
a great thing for us. They’re good kids,
good teammates, and I think they walk
away with a great experience.”
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BASEBALL

Baseball rises to top spot in the MAAC

A

FTER winning every conference series this season,
and taking sole possession of first place in the
MAAC, Rider plays Niagara on the road this
weekend for the first time since the 2009 season.
The Broncs (27-17; 11-4 MAAC) recently took
two out of three against the Siena Saints (20-24, 10-5
MAAC) on April 27-28, lost to Saint Joseph’s (23-20,
9-6 Atlantic Ten) on April 30, and beat Lafayette
(9-38, 6-14 Patriot League) on May 1.
Even though every one of these MAAC series is
important, Head Coach Barry Davis has praised his
team’s mentality week in and out.
“It seems like every weekend is a separate situation, but I think we’ve taken every series kind of the
same,” Davis said. “We’re not really high, not real low,
we’re pretty consistent, and we’re in ball games. There
aren’t many ebbs and flows, and I think that’s been the
key for us.”
On May 4-5, the Broncs face the Niagara Purple
Eagles (15-28; 9-9 MAAC). Early last season, the
Broncs won two of three games against them.The
team has developed a lot since last year and has grown
its camaraderie.
“We have matured as a team,” senior outfielder Ian
Lindsay said. “Experience is something that cannot
be taught, and the more we have as a team the better
off we are. The main thing I feel that helps us is how
we are together. The guys would put everything on the
line for each other.”
The weekend rotation will once again consist of
senior Tyler Smith, red-shirt junior Mike Murphy and
sophomore Kurt Sowa. This year, they have a combined 18-9 record with an ERA of 3.02.
“I would call it consistency,” Murphy, the reigning
MAAC pitcher of the year, said. “I see Sowa out there
every day working on his mechanics, and Smith is like
the veteran. Everyone knows he’ll get the job done.
I stick with both of them. We sort of have a friendly
rivalry going within the starters and we all want to do
well for one another.”
This will be Davis’ first weekend traveling to
Niagara with this group of players.
“One of the most interesting things is that none of
them have ever been to Niagara,” Davis said. “One
year we were supposed to go there, but they had snow
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Senior Adam Wayman, who had two of Rider’s seven hits on April 30 is currently sixth on Rider’s all-time hit list with 215.
and we had to change it [to a home game]. So they’ve
played all of their series against Niagara [at home]. It
will be new for everybody, and they’re looking forward
to that.”
With only three MAAC series left, the Broncs are
in a good position to make a run for the MAAC title.
The senior class consists of nine players who won a
conference championship in the 2010 season. The
feeling of victory is something that just cannot be
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explained, according to Lindsay.
“The seniors know the feeling of winning it and it’s
not something that we can tell the rest of the guys,”
Lindsay said. “It’s one of the top moments in my life
and all the others will agree. It just doesn’t get any
better than piling up on the field after the last out. We
think about it every day, and it is what we are playing
for. This year we have the team that can do it. It’s our
championship this year.”

T

By Tom Albano

26-28 MAAC Championship held
in Buena Vista, Fla., officially concluded
the golf team’s season.
The Broncs finished seventh out of
the nine teams that competed in the MAAC
Championship, with a total score of 952. The
tournament was won by Loyola (Md.).
“We played terrible the first day, which really
put us in a hole,” said junior James Buttermark.
“But we played well the second two days and we
were able to pick up ground on the teams that
were in front of us.”
Buttermark finished 28th with a total score of
239. He shot an 83 on day one, 81 on day two,
and 75 on day three.
Senior Evan McGrain tied for 23rd. He
finished with a total score of 236, after shooting
79 the first day, 81 the second day, and 76 the
final day.
“Evan played well all semester for us, not just
this past weekend,” Buttermark said. “He was
really solid and was a huge part of this team.”
Looking at what happened in the tournament, Liddell thought the team had the ability
to finish in a better position, but blamed it on
the early problems.
“We had the first-day nerves, and it showed
in our scores,” he said. “It prevented us to finish
in the top five, which was our goal. But days two
and three were much better than the first-day
results, and we ended up passing Siena after the
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first day and finishing seventh.”
The MAAC Championship concludes a
season filled with both success and struggle for
the Broncs. The Broncs finished at or near the
bottom of the pack in every tournament, except
for the La Salle Tournament in Ambler, Pa., on
March 24, where they finished third out of 11
teams.
“Looking back, I would say we had our ups
and downs,” Buttermark said. “We had tournaments where we played great, and we had other
tournaments where we didn’t.”
Buttermark, Liddell and Clark, along with
freshman Joe Hughes, are the four members
from this season returning to the turf.
“We’re going to practice and play over the
summer and get our games in shape for next
fall,” Buttermark said. “Liddell and Clark are
going to step up next year along with myself.”
In addition, the team is interested in seeing
what the new members will bring to the table.
“We have three or four solid recruits coming
in the fall which will help us with the depth of
the time, and force the returning players to practice harder and become better players,” Liddell
said. “We will play in individual tournaments
over the summer, and we will come back better
and stronger with higher expectations.”
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Mulderig attracts Major League scouts

I

T was the first MAAC series game against Fairfield
on April 7, 2012, and junior Jerry Mulderig hit a goahead two-run double in the top of the ninth inning
to give Rider a 5-3 lead. In the bottom of the inning,
he was called to the mound by Head Coach Barry
Davis for his first career save opportunity.
It was the first time Mulderig presented his versatility by moving from the starting right-fielder to pitcher
in the same game. He pitched a perfect inning to
preserve the win. To this day, he remembers it as one
of his greatest baseball moments.
“It was one of the best feelings I’ve ever had,”
Mulderig said. I was really into the moment, and finishing the game like that was fantastic. I think that was
a big turning point for my coach to realize, ‘I can trust
him; I can go to him if I need him.”
A little more than a year later, Mulderig has as
many as 10 teams scouting him, including the Tampa
Bay Rays, the Los Angeles Dodgers and the New York
Yankees.
This is a change of pace from his senior year of
high school when Davis was the only coach to show
interest in Mulderig. He watched him play in the
Carpenter Cup, a baseball tournament consisting of
the tri-state area’s best high-school players.
“Coming out of high school I was a good baseball
player, not fantastic, but I had no offers; not even a
phone call from anyone,” Mulderig said. “I played
really well in the Carpenter Cup. That was when
Coach called me and said, ‘We want you.’ It’s motivated me to prove to some teams that I could have
been a lot for them. Obviously I can thank Davis for
bringing me here and giving me the chance to prove
to everyone I can play.”
Mulderig has become one of the best all-around
players on the Broncs. He’s second on the team with
14 stolen bases, tied for the team lead with 49 hits
and has a .360 batting average, which ranks fifth in
the MAAC. On the mound he has a 3-2 record with a
4.50 ERA.
Though he has performed well and contributed
more this season offensively, many Major League
Baseball scouts have observed his pitching. At 6’4”
with a fastball that clocks near the mid-’90’s, he has
the potential to play professionally, according to Davis.
“Scouts are looking at upside and developing,”
Davis said. “He certainly has the physical tools to
be a very good pitcher. He has the size, and he has
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Junior Jerry Mulderig currently leads the Broncs with 49 hits and a .360 batting average, while also holding a 3-2 record on the mound..
the velocity. One of the problems is that it’s hard to
dedicate all the time to one or the other, because he
does both.”
In addition to a high-speed fastball, he throws a
change-up and a slider.
“My best off-speed pitch is my change-up,”
Mulderig said. “It’s 7 to 8 mph slower and it dives off
at the end. I think it’s tough for both lefties and righties. My slider has been developing a lot better than
what it was. It started as a curveball, but I’ve worked
with my coaches and it’s developed into a sharper
pitch. That’s going to be a big pitch in the later parts
of the season.”
Mulderig feels that having several scouts at a
time see his games has a positive impact on his
performance.
“I think it helps me a lot,” Mulderig said.
“Knowing that people are coming to watch me play
influences me and motivates me to play as hard as I
can. And hopefully they like me as a pitcher; maybe
they’ll like me as a hitter too.”
Through his experience with former players, Davis

understands how unpredictable the scouting process
can be.
“He may or may not get drafted; I have no idea,”
Davis said. “It’s certainly out of our control. All you
can do is get yourself ready, work hard, do everything
you’re supposed to do and at the end of the day, you
can say, ‘Hey, I did everything. I gave 100%.’”
Mulderig hopes to get drafted, but if the offer does
not blow him over he will have no problem returning
to Rider.
“It all depends on the situation that is presented,”
Mulderig said. “If the round is right, and it’s a good
offer for me, then I’m going to take that and play. If it
is a non-negotiable offer that I don’t see as important
as leaving school over, then I’ll just come back here for
a year, finish my school, get my degree, and play my
odds next year at the draft.”

International recruting proves valuble to Rider
By Cristiana Votta

Senior Abi Cottam, forward on
the women’s soccer team has traveled
nearly 3,500 miles from Leominster
England to Lawrenceville, NJ in order
to become an asset to her team. She
has broken multiple school records
and compiled prestigious awards
such as the New Jersey Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics Woman of the
Year Award.
The decision to pursue athletics
internationally is a difficult one to make
for some, but Cottam had her eye on
coming to the States.
“I knew I wanted to come to
America, and I had an agent who
helped me look for schools,” Cottam
said. “He was friends with Drayson
Hounsome [women’s soccer head
coach] and so he called me and
explained everything about Rider. It
sounded like a good university and the
coach sounded nice so I decided to
come here.”
International students have the
potential to add a different dynamic to

American college athletics.
“I think our international kids have
really helped us raise the level of our
game,” Field Hockey Head Coach
Lori Hussong said. “Their play is just
outstanding, and when we put these
kids on our field, our U.S. kids get the
chance to see some of the top players in
the world while competing and learning
from them.”
The process for coaches at Rider
to recruit athletes from other countries varies, but usually includes email,
Skype, phone, video and European
agencies that help these athletes gain
exposure.
For Women’s Basketball Head
Coach Lynn Milligan, the process is
similar to recruiting American athletes.
“The recruiting process can start
like any other — getting information or
someone giving us information about a
certain player,” Milligan said. “There
are many foreign players already in the
States as well as going to high school
here for a few years. We have some
contacts we can use who specialize in

foreign players and helping them reach
their goals.”
Assistant Field Hockey Coach Dan
Hussong wants international recruits
to feel at home when coming to play at
Rider.
“We Skype with them — we don’t
actually fly over and watch them play,”
Hussong said. “We want kids to feel
comfortable with what we present and
that is the school. We want people who
are looking for that homebody type
atmosphere on the team. We call it a
family atmosphere and then we like to
live that.”
While the initial process begins with
the coaches, each athlete comes to the
United States for something different.
Some are pursuing lifelong goals and
others are just in it for the experience
and opportunity.
Junior Tommy Pereira of the men’s
basketball team had other ideas in mind
when deciding to leave Nottingham,
England, and the Canarias Basketball
Academy in Spain.
“I never really had any intentions to

come over to America to play basketball,” Pereira said. “I just wanted to go
professional. When I heard that some
colleges were interested in me, I gave it
some thought and decided it would be
a great move for me.”
As with any big decision these two
athletes faced many positive and negative experiences in committing to Rider.
“I think placement was a perk,”
Cottam said. “Rider is near New York
and Philadelphia. I also liked that it was
quite a small school and that the soccer
program was undergoing changes with
a lot of freshmen coming in.”
Both Cottam and Pereira felt adjustments weren’t easy.
“Being an only child, it’s hard to be
away from my family for long periods
of time and even harder on them,”
Pereira said. “They know that me being
over here will benefit me in the future
so they support my decisions 100%.”
Cottam felt as though homesickness
was one of
SEE RECRUITING
the only
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