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ROCK THE RIDER VOTE

Read about which students are running to be a
part of next year’s SGA Executive Board.
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BLENDING GENDER AND CULTURE

The 31st annual Gender Studies Department’s
colloquium that highlights different perspectives
page 5
will be held on April 11.

READY, GET SET...GO

Broncs prepare for Colonial Relays in Williamsburg, Va. today and April 6. 
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Endowments 101

Monetary contributions to the university continue to assist students and the campus

I

Rachel Stengel/The Rider News

By David Nugent and Christina LoBrutto

Junior music education major Ryan Brown enjoys a luncheon with his scholarship benefactor, Lois Laverty, ’52.

F it weren’t for the scholarships that Westminster Choir College (WCC) gave to Lois Laverty, she would not have been
able to attend the school or receive the two degrees she earned
from there years ago. Now, she has found a way to pay it
forward.
Laverty, ’52, went on to teach at WCC for 31 years and has
been the benefactor of the Lois Laverty Endowed Scholarship
for about 10 years. This year Ryan Brown, a WCC junior music
education major, has received the $500 scholarship for the third
time. He was able to come face-to-face with his donor on April
4 at the annual “Stewardship Luncheon,” during which students had the opportunity to meet with and thank their donors
for their support.
College endowments, which are investments whose interest
can be used for campus improvements, scholarships and operating expenses, can benefit students if they are generating high
returns and if they are growing.
“Receiving this scholarship is so important to me, and Lois
is such a great person and legacy at Westminster that it means a
lot to me to be the one to receive this award,” Brown said.
Rider’s endowment decreased by 4.6% to $50.3 million in
fiscal year 2012, according to results in an annual survey conducted by the National Association of College and University
Business Officers (NACUBO).
“A university’s endowment is often an important source of
funding for scholarships and academic programs — two issues
in which many students have great interest,” said Jonathan
Meer, vice president of University Advancement. “A lion’s
share of Rider’s endowment is earmarked by donors for
scholarships.”
NACUBO releases endowSEE ENDOWMENTS
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ment data annually in February
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Students mourn, remember former classmate

M

By Katie Zeck
ANY may

have described
Mike Pascrell as a member of
Rider’s men’s lacrosse team, a
former SGA cabinet member,
a brother of Delta Sigma Pi or a former
member of Rider’s Model U.N. team.
However, more would call him a loyal
friend, a supportive brother, a charismatic leader and a guy with a big heart.
Pascrell, 21, a former Rider student
who was not enrolled this semester,
died on March 30 after being hit by a
car around 10:15 p.m. the night before
on Interstate 80 in his hometown of
Wayne, N.J.
Pascrell was reportedly walking along the eastbound ramp onto
Interstate 80 — not on the shoulder
— on the night of March 29 when an
unidentified driver in a 2012 Subaru
struck him, according to State Police
Lt. Steven Jones.
Pascrell was transported to St.
Joseph’s Hospital by Wayne First Aid
and pronounced dead a few hours
later at 12:35 a.m. The driver sustained minor facial injuries and was
also taken to St. Joseph’s. Police said
the driver was not was not under the

influence of drugs or alcohol. No
charges have been filed, but the case is
still under investigation, according to
Jones.
A toxicology test will be performed
as part of Pascrell’s autopsy to determine whether he had any drugs or
alcohol in his system at the time of the
accident.
Pascrell was a cousin of U.S. Rep.
Bill Pascrell, D-Paterson.
Pascrell, who was studying international business management, was a
very involved and well-known member
of the Rider community when he was
enrolled. His passing left an impact on
many students.
“Meeting Mike freshman year made
for fantastic memories that now, as a
junior, I have always cherished and
will continue to do so,” said junior
Kim Leder. “When the class of 2014
walks at graduation next spring, there
won’t be one student who doesn’t have
Mike on their minds, wishing he was
there beside us, congratulating, cracking jokes and shedding a tear himself.”
During his time at Rider, Pascrell
was an active member of the co-ed
business fraternity, Delta Sigma Pi

Mike Pascrell, former international business management major, passed away suddenly early on
March 30 after being hit by a car. Pascrell was an active member of the Rider community.
(Beta Xi chapter). The brothers of
the fraternity were greatly affected by
Pascrell’s sudden death and, together,
have organized a fundraiser for his
family to help cover funeral costs,
tuition loans and other expenses. The
group set a goal of $10,000 and has

already raised more than $6,000 in less
than a week (to donate, visit gofundme.
com/2goes0).
Pascrell graduated from Wayne
Valley
SEE PASCRELL
High
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The Rider News took home 11 awards in the
New Jersey Collegiate Press Association’s College
Newspaper Contest for the 2012-2013 academic year.
“I’m very proud of all the editors and the staff,”
said Executive Editor Emily Eiermann. “We’ve
worked really hard all year, and it’s great to see our
efforts have paid off.”

1st Place
General Excellence
Staff
Biography/Personal Profile
David Pavlak

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

FRESHMAN was arrested on campus on March 28, and
charged with burglary and theft of electronic devices,
township police said.
George Garland, 19, a freshman film-TV-radio major
from Edison, N.J., is accused of breaking into an office in Fine
Arts, according to staff members who reported losses. He is
also suspected of stealing devices from other campus locations,
including an optical DVD drive and a laptop, the staff members
said.
Bail was set at $15,000 with an option to pay 10%, Lawrence
Police Lt. Mark Ubry said. As of yesterday, Garland remained
incarcerated at the Mercer County Detention Center, police said.
Garland was in class when Public Safety officers peered into
the room, and one of the officers came in and asked for him,
according to another student who was present in the classroom.
Garland’s “back was to the officer so he proceeded to turn
around and slightly raise his hand,” said the student. “The officer
asked him to please step out in the hallway. As this was happening, everyone in the class was watching him exit the room. Even
our professor was apprehensive about continuing to hand back
our quizzes, in case the public safety officers were to come back
in, because the other one was still looking into our classroom.”
Shortly after, Garland returned to the classroom to retrieve his
bag and left with the officers, the student said.

2nd place
News Writing
Katie Zeck and Joe
Petrizzo
Feature Writing
Nicole Veenstra
Editorial Writing
Kristy Grinere
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Disgusting doorknob

A male resident student in
Conover Hall came back to his
room to find a gross and unwelcome surprise at 9:55 p.m. on
March 28.
Public Safety arrived at
Conover Hall at 10:33 p.m. to find
a used condom on the student’s
doorknob. The officers contacted Unicco, the condom was
removed, and the knob was sanitized. Public Safety is currently
investigating this matter.
Anyone with additional information regarding this incident
can contact Public Safety at
x5029.

Lost and found

A male student who parked
outside of the Bart Luedeke
Center (BLC) on March 29 misplaced his wallet.
The male contacted Public
Safety at 9:06 p.m. and told the
officers that he believed someone stole his wallet out of his
car. He said that he left his car
unlocked and the wallet on the
front seat. He reported that nothing else was missing from the
vehicle.
An hour later, Public Safety
received a phone call from the
man, who said that his wallet was
turned in to the information desk
in the BLC with nothing missing
from it.

Pascrell

and was a member of the
football and track teams for
all
four years. In his obituary,
CONT’D FROM P. 1
Pascrell’s family remembers
him as someone who always put himself before
others.
“He was a people pleaser who had a light-hearted
sense of humor and was quick with a joke,” the
obituary reads. “He had a comforting way in which
he could engage in conversation with his peers just as
easily as someone many years his senior.”

Reflecting on Mike Pascrell

“I’ve known Mike since my freshman year here
at Rider. We became very close my sophomore year
into junior year, and I could talk to him from the
second I woke up until the moment I fell asleep. He
never failed to put a smile on my face and was always
willing to help out any way he could. I would do anything to just be able to say goodbye to such an amazing person, but he had a heart so big, God wouldn’t
let it live. Rest easy, Mike. You won’t be forgotten.”
— Junior secondary education major Morgan Taylor

“Mike and I pledged Delta Sigma Pi together in
the fall of 2011. We created so many memories and
during this time we became inseparable. He was the
brother I never had. I shared my whole life with him
and he shared his life experiences with me as well.
He was always there for me and always knew what
to say to cheer me up. Whether we were at the diner

April 5, 2013

Bad aim

Two female resident students
from Conover Hall reported a
broken window in their dorm
room on March 31 at 8:03 p.m.
Public Safety received the call
while doing a walkthrough of the
residential complex. The cause of
the damage was a golf ball. The
residents showed the officers the
broken window and also the golf
ball they found on the floor upon
reentering the room.
Unicco was notified and they
cleaned up the glass. Facilities
was also notified, and it made a
temporary repair to the window.
An investigation of the matter is
continuing. Anyone with additional information is encouraged
to contact Public Safety at x5029.

grabbing a late meal or driving around in my car listening to Biggie, Mike was always cracking jokes and
making the best out of whatever we were doing. His
hugs, laugh, smile and witty jokes will be missed so
much. I am forever grateful to have had Mike in my
life and will always remember him.” — Junior human
resources major Kayla Simmons
“I remember the couple of classes we had together;
he was always so funny and kept the class laughing. I
never saw him sad or upset. He always had a huge
smile on his face and was extremely outgoing. I am
still in shock that such a beautiful life was taken so
soon, but I know that I was not the only life that he
was able to grace with his presence. ” — Junior advertising major Lark Stagnitto
“There really are no words to describe how not
only I, but the rest of the student body here at Rider
and those beyond feel about the tragic unforeseen
loss of Mike Pascrell. Mike was an amazing young
man who everyone knew because of his smile, personality and dedicated drive to succeed in life. Not
a day went by when being around him didn’t create
a memory. Rider won’t be the same without Mike
around campus; we all know that the atmosphere
here is different now that he is gone. He was an
amazing young man who was taken before his time.”
— Junior English major Kim Leder

Layout/Design
Staff

3rd place
Biography/Personal Profile
Jen Maldonado
Editorial Writing
Joe Petrizzo
Sports Writing
David Pavlak
General Photography
Maggie Sarlo
Sports Photography
Ben Strahle

CORRECTIONS
The photo that appeared with the
baseball story in the March 29 print
edition was not the photo described in
the caption. The photo is now correct
in our online edition.
In last week’s article “Opinions and
ideas clash at Crash screening,” quotes
were misattributed to Dr. Stephanie
Golski. The material cited was actually
excerpts from various critics’ reviews.

THERIDERNEWS.COM
Be sure to check out theridernews.
com for online exclusive content,
including a story on Congressman
Pallone’s visit to Rider.
“Mike was always a guy who lived his life to the
fullest. He worked hard in everything he did and
then he kept working even harder to stay the best.
Whether it was football, track or schoolwork, he gave
200%. Mike was also open to try new things and he
wasn’t afraid of failing, because when he fell, he’d
keep getting back up. My favorite memory of Mike
was calling his game-winning defensive tip when he
played football for the Wayne Valley HS Indians. I
remember him jumping up and down on the field in
excitement as I was shouting into the microphone,
and that’s how I will always remember Mike’s life —
always full of dedication, excitement and passion for
the people he held dearly and the hobbies that he
worked so hard at.” — Junior secondary education major
Sean Feddema
“From the moment Mike got into the fraternity, he
gave his heart and soul into everything he did and
went to great lengths to support a friend or brother
in need. Mike contributed every way he could to the
organization by taking on positions and serving on
committees. There was nothing Mike was not willing to do to better the organization. Mike was kind,
generous, smart and helpful and could put a smile
on anyone’s face. I want everyone to understand how
kindhearted Mike was and realize that Rider has suffered a great loss. I will forever remember the happy
time with Mike, and how he always knew what to
say to make me laugh,” — Junior marketing major Emily
Weston, President of Delta Sigma Pi
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Valuing Endowments

There are several factors that affect endowment
values. Raising the total endowments are investment
income from dividends and interest, market appreciation, gifts, bequests and other additions, said Karns.
Withdrawals allowed by the university’s spending
policy, market depreciation and fees paid to advisers
and consultants account for negative impacts.
Meer said the spending policy is set by the Board
of Trustees in accordance with guidelines set by the
State Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional
Funds Act.
According to Meer, any endowment transactions
are subject to review by the university’s external and
independent auditor KPMG, which then reports its
findings to the Board of Trustees.
Gifts may be either current use or endowed, said
Karns. Current-use gifts are permitted to be spent
when they are received. Endowments are invested and
spent over time. Only a pre-approved annual amount,
funded by both income and accumulated net appreciation, is spent each year, Karns explained.
Whether endowment or current use, gifts may also
be restricted or unrestricted. Restricted gifts are those
that have a specific purpose that the donors choose
as a condition of the gift. Unrestricted gifts can be
used to support Rider’s overall operations or special
projects selected by Rider.
“If a donor gives a $100,000 currentuse gift for
scholarships, the impact is felt now, and we award
the full $100,000 amount,” said Karns. “On the
other hand, and to simplify a little bit, the $100,000
endowment gift with a 5% spending policy funds a
$5,000 scholarship this year, and over the long-term,
that $5,000 annual scholarship gift grows to larger
amounts that give the same benefit to a future student
as today’s student.”

Go where you want,
when you want. ™
P R O M O T E S S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y.
L OW H O U R LY R AT E S I N C LU D E F U E L .

To join, visit wecar.com/rider

®
®
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and WeCar
are trademarks of Enterprise Holdings, Inc.
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Quasi-endowments make
up another category. Unlike
“true endowments,” the
quasi-endowment money
comes from inside the university, said Karns.
Karns added that quasiendowments come from
internal sources by way of
the Board of Trustee actions.
“They can only be used
for purposes other than the
regular spending policy withdrawals when the Board of
Trustees approves the special
use,” she said.
The purchase of a new
residence for Dean of
Students Anthony Campbell
and the new homes for
the offices of Information
Technology and Public
Safety were paid for through
quasi-endowment, according
to Karns.
The net revenue generated by Centennial Hall
(schools that cross-enroll with Rider)
(in millions)
will be used to repay the
money taken from the
Fairfield University
$245.284
quasi-endowment, she said.
Ithaca College
$202.870
Endowment spending
Drew University
$190.616
policy is set by the Board
of Trustees. Some states
Loyola Maryland
$156.122
enforce limitations on
Muhlenberg College
$149.467
endowment spending
policy, but New Jersey
Bryant College
$141.803
has no such limitations,
University of Scranton
$125.154
according to Karns.
Susquehanna University
$119.543
As an example, current
policy dictates that Rider
Ursinus College
$105.149
invest between 42%-62%
Moravian College
$91.586
of its endowment funds
in equity, with a target of
Wagner College
$64.355
52%. Within the equity
Rider University
$50.287
category, several sub-cateGeorgian Court University
$42.954
gories exist.
Karns explained a
The College of New Jersey
$19.740
recent policy change by
Rider’s Board of Trustees.
risk tolerance and fairly similar investment mix — one
“The Board did authorize additional investments in
of the key drivers of investment performance,” she
alternative investment categories (real estate, energy/
natural resources) in October to move further toward
said.
“I’m always interested in seeing how peer schools
the policy goals in those asset classes — categories that
are
doing, but for individual schools, all we can see
generally produce higher returns,” she said.
is
the
overall change, not what is ‘behind’ the value
Rider has set targets of 4% in both natural
change,”
said Karns. “For example, big one-time gifts,
resources and real estate, according to data provided
a
riskier
investment
mix, or a school’s choice to add
by Karns.
funds
into
the
endowment
could all contribute to difRider, like most schools, uses a three-year averferences
in
the
‘net
change
in value.’”
age of endowment values to calculate spending, said
Randall
shared
similar
sentiments.
Karns.
“Some schools might like to be less risky with how
they invest their money.” he said. “There may be different constraints that organizations are held to. Some
Comparing Endowments
schools are big, some are small, some are private.
Rider compares itself with other schools in difThey may do well, or they may invest at the wrong
ferent categories. The mix of schools Rider uses to
time and may have very large losses.”
compare itself to in endowments is different than
Karns said the new numbers have not been fully
those used for enrollment or for physical plans or
digested,
but a presentation will be made at an
admissions.
upcoming
Board of Trustees meeting.
IRS Form 990 can be a better measure because
Karns
said
Prime Buchholz, Rider’s investment
the tax form shows gifts as line items, allowing for a
advisory
firm,
was chosen through a competitive bidbetter comparison and for a more detailed look than
ding
process.
She
said Prime Buchholz handles other
the NACUBO survey provides.
schools’
accounts
as
well.
Professor and Chair of Finance Maury Randall
In
1982,
Rider’s
endowment
was valued at $4.48
agreed that judging Rider’s ranking on the NACUBO
million.
Over
the
30
years
from
1982 to 2012, the
survey alone would be an unfair comparison.
endowment
grew
by
1,122%,
and
the annual growth
“The list seems to be looking strictly at the size of
rate
was
8.39%
over
that
time
frame,
according to
the endowment,” he explained. “It is looking at the
Karns.
This
growth
rate
is
a
net
number
that focuses
size of the contributions that are being made to those
strictly
on
investment
performance.
schools. Rider can’t be compared to a school like
Rider’s focus, which had been on asking donors for
Harvard.”
campus
improvements, is beginning to shift toward
Harvard was the top school in the fiscal year 2012
building
endowment.
survey, with an endowment of $30.44 billion. Yale was
“While
the university always solicits endowment
a distant second at $19.35 billion and the University
gifts,
as
well
as gifts for specific current needs like
of Texas was third at $18.26 billion. Princeton ranked
buildings
and
scholarships, Rider’s emphasis over the
fifth ($16.95 billion), down two spots from 2010. That
last
several
years
has focused more on those current
year, Harvard, Yale and Princeton were the top three
needs,”
Karns
said.
“I would say the focus is now shiftschools.
ing
more
toward
seeking
endowment gifts. Ultimately,
Karns said Rider’s internal comparison to other
the
donors
get
to
choose
which
type of gift is most
schools is based on size category, although she did not
rewarding
to
them.”
give specifics.
Contact this writer at lobruttoc@theridernews.com
“Endowments of similar size tend to have similar

Universities

2012 $50.287 million

2011 $52.52 million

2002 $44.81 million

1992 $37.97 million

Rider’s Endowment
Values
1982 $4.48 million

for the previous fiscal
year, which
CONT’D FROM P. 1
for most
schools runs from July 1 to June 30. Like Rider, more
than half of the 843 institutions in the survey saw
their endowment values decline in 2012, according to
an analysis conducted by The Rider News.
The year before, Rider and all but 11 of the 839
institutions saw gains in their endowment values.
Rider’s went up 12.2% that year.
In the year ending June 2011, “every category of
investments had positive returns and many categories showed double digit returns,” said Julie Karns,
treasurer and vice president for finance. The following
year, bonds had a moderate return of 6.8%, but other
investments were flat or declined.
Rider has seen a positive return so far this year.
“From the June survey date to the end of January,
Rider’s endowment investments increased by 9.8%,”
Karns said.

Other schools’
endowments

Endowments

News

Graphics by Katie Hambor/The Rider News
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By Joe Petrizzo
EPRESENTING Israel,

the Rider
University Model U.N. Team took
home the highest honor on March
29 when it received an “Outstanding Delegation,” which is only awarded
to 21 of the more than 200 delegations.
This is the fifth consecutive year Rider
has earned this prestigious recognition.
The delegations are split into pairs
and placed into committees. One
committee Rider was a part of was
the International Atomic Energy
Committee. The team discussed the
ongoing issue of North Korea’s nuclear
program.
The National Model U.N. website
says that “outstanding delegations are
those who cooperate and stay in the
policy/character of their assigned
member state. Yelling, standing on
chairs and other examples of unprofessional behavior are not characteristics
of model diplomats.”
Senior journalism and global/multinational studies major Sade Calin and
senior global/multinational studies,
international business and economics
major Alex Simon said that being Israel
was both a blessing and a hindrance.
“We had a harder time than most
teams because it is very well-known
that Israel doesn’t have a lot of allies
right now,” Calin said. “But it gave us
more opportunities to be diplomatic.
For instance, we were able to work
with Palestine in various ways, but we
had to deal with sabotage from other

delegations.”
“We knew that when the conference
approached, we needed to do anything
and everything to stand out to the
judges to get recognized, and that we
did,” Simon said.
Dr. Barbara Franz, associate professor of political science and faculty
adviser for the Model U.N. Team, acts
as an “external eye” for the team. She
instructs them on content and grades
them, but everything else is up to
the team. She listed the delegation’s
greatest strengths as teamwork and
brainstorming.
“They get along great with each
other,” Franz said. “They are able to
teach themselves and each other to
develop strategies that will work in the
conference.”
The conference lasted for a week
and included committee and general
meetings. It concluded with a large
Delegate Ball.
“We would finish sessions around
10 p.m. and then debrief until 1-ish,”
Calin said. “Sometimes we wouldn’t
get back to the hotel until after 2 a.m.,
and we’d have to be up by 7. Some
people get the impression that it’s one
big party, but that’s after a week of
18-hour days. Everything you are doing
is under various microscopes. It’s all
very stressing.”
The delegations are usually so busy
that communication with the outside
world is virtually non-existent. Calin
said that she didn’t even call her

Courtesy of National Model United Nations

Model UN wins big as Israel in New York

From left, senior political science major Salvatore D’Angelo and senior journalism major Ben Smith
compete in Model UN in New York. Rider took home the highest honor of “Outstanding Delegation.”
parents for the duration of the conference.
Calin also stressed the competitive
atmosphere at the conference, which
was made up of more than 200 delegations from universities around the
world. She described how the judges
can make or break a delegation’s performance by singling them out for a job
well done or a crucial mistake.
“Individuals get noticed for good
and bad things,” Calin said. “We got
praised by the judges, which is a big
deal. If they shut you down, no one
wants to work with you. I was concerned about things falling apart at the
end. You work all week and can have
it flushed down the drain within two
minutes.”
Despite the intense stress and competitive atmosphere, Simon found the

experience positive and life changing.
“Being in Model U.N. has given
me courage when speaking in front of
others, as well as learning what foreign
service officers do on a daily basis and
why international relations is so important in today’s world,” Simon said.
“Not only did I gain a lot of knowledge
about the U.N., but I have also switched
my career goals and applied to take the
foreign service officer test in June to
start my path in becoming a diplomat
for the U.S. government.”

Deans propose potential core curriculum revisions
HANGES may

be coming to the College of Liberal
Arts, Education and Sciences’ (CLAES) core
curriculum.
The CLAES spring assembly took place on
April 2 and the topic of discussion focused on the
potential revisions to the required core classes. The
possibilities presented, according to CLAES Dean Pat
Mosto, were “not set in stone” but are the result of the
university task force’s work for the past two years.
Danielle Jacobs, a member of the task force and
assistant professor of chemistry, biochemistry and
physics, presented the new core model that would
be 44-47 credits instead of the current 42-45 credits and would consist of four components: essential
competencies, which would range from 13-16 credits;
disciplinary perspectives which would be 25 credits;
vertical dimension which would be six credits and
co-curricular experience, referring to any outside-theclassroom involvement with an internship, co-op or
academic research with a faculty member.
“This proposed core will allow for broader options
for core courses as well as interdisciplinary options,
which are not allowed with the current core and the
vertical integration of critical skills through upper
level courses,” Jacobs said. “The most important part
of the proposal is the creation of criteria that a course
must follow to become part of the core. We don’t have
current criteria and we feel there should be.”
When it comes to the section of essential competencies, students would be required to register for two
writing composition courses, similar to what students
take now, but one class would be taken during freshman year and the second would be a research-based
class taken during the sophomore year. Jacobs said
that spreading out these critical writing courses will
be beneficial since “students’ skills usually have grown
after their first year of college.” Other components
include one quantitative reasoning course, one or two
foreign language courses, depending on a student’s
placement testing and the addition of a one-credit
speech communication course.
The disciplinary perspectives unit, which includes
the typical history, philosophy, science and fine and

performing arts courses, will see the creation of the
natural science category in which students will take
a four-credit science course that consists of a lecture
class with a lab instead of having the option to take
two science lecture courses.
“When it comes to the science courses, it’s more
important for a student to take a course with a lab
than just two courses with no lab because science is a
practice,” Mosto said.
This disciplinary perspectives section will also
see the addition of a new batch of courses titled the
“global perspective.” Students will take a course that
focuses on global issues regarding social problems,
values, beliefs and economic issues from various cultures all around the world. Students will be required
to take two courses at or above a 200-level in the same
disciplinary perspective category that is not part of
their major as well.
“This will strengthen and broaden content and
skills in one of the perspectives and would encourage
a student to take on a minor or even a second major,”
Jacobs said.
Junior secondary education and English major
Carlee Augliera thinks adding some courses will be
useful to students.
“I think these changes will create more wellrounded students,” she said. “Making everyone take
a speech class, for example, will make students more
prepared for the real world and having an actual job.
As an education major, I think it would be an overall
good thing.”
Along with the addition of these courses, Jacobs
discussed the idea of having guidelines that a course
must follow in order to be considered a core curriculum class.
“One of the most important things of this proposal
is the creating of criteria for a course that wants to be
in the core,” Jacobs said.
The criteria would consist of three components.
The first is course design, meaning the course is
shaped around big ideas and encourages criticalthinking skills. The second is assignments and assessments, which refers to the concept of making sure the
activities students will be doing in class are practicing

their skills and knowledge as well as applying information in varying contexts. The third component is
resource, which will make sure the key perspectives of
the course are presented in ways other than just typical textbooks.
“We’re ready to put on paper a program we think
will most benefit our students,” said Mosto. “Nothing
has been approved, and a member of the task force
will meet with each department to get feedback. We
will revisit the changes in the fall assembly with the
feedback incorporated.”
Contact this writer at maldonadoje@theridernews.com.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News
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By Jen Maldonado

David Molnar, founder of DWM & Associates — the 2012
world leader in platinum temperature — visited Rider on April
2. The event was hosted by the Entrepreneurial Studies Club.
Molnar gave tips and shared some of his wisdom about starting
a business. He addressed topics such as risk taking, investing
and seizing opportunities.
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Culture and gender collide in colloquium

G

By Megan Pendagast

and
music all come together
on April 11 in a conglomeration of student
and faculty work to commemorate the 31st annual
Gender Studies Department’s
colloquium.
The colloquium kicks off
with the first panel of student
papers, “Sexuality in Movies
and Music,” spanning from
9:45-11 a.m. The second panel
“Gender in Commercials &
Music Videos” will be presented from 2:50-4:10 p.m.
The third panel, “The
Gender that Binds Us,” which
runs from 4:30-5:45 p.m., consists of three papers that were
accepted for the New Jersey
Women’s and Gender Studies
Consortium written by senior
liberal studies major Amy D.
Loux, sophomore English
major Winifred Mackintosh
and senior psychology major
Veronica Villacres.
Loux’s paper, “The Gender
Wage Gap: From the Senate
House to Our House,” touches
upon the subject of unequal
pay.
“Why is there a gap?” Loux
said. “The size of it is debated,
but percentages really don’t
matter because there really is a
gap and covert discrimination,
even though the preference
for men is subconscious. How
long do these things take to
change?”
Mackintosh’s paper is about
female character representation in young adult literature,
particularly in regard to the
‘manic pixie dream girl’
archetype where the female’s
purpose is to advance the male
protagonist.
“I think the colloquium
hopes to get students at Rider

Photo courtesy of Ali Neff

ENDER, sexuality

Ali Neff, musician, documentarian, doctoral candidate and author, is the keynote speaker for the 31st annual Gender
Studies Colloquium. She is discussing ethnography as well as her field work in Senegal, West Africa and Mississippi.
to think more intensely about
gender issues in our lives and
in the media we consume,”
Mackintosh said. “It matters a lot more than people
realize because the books we
read and the women we see
in the media really shape how
women are perceived and,
therefore, what opportunities
are open to us.”
Ali Neff, a musician, documentarian, doctoral candidate
in the University of North
Carolina communication
studies program and author
of Let the World Listen Right:
The Mississippi Delta Hip-Hop
Story, is presenting the keynote
address from 1:10-2:40 p.m.
“I’m going to be speaking
about a couple of different

topics, like my field work with
female vocalists in Mississippi
and Senegal, West Africa,”
Neff said. “In Senegal, I
worked with reggae artists, and
there is an amazing culture in
the Mississippi Delta.”
According to Dr. Mary
Morse, head of the Gender
Studies Department, this has
been in the works for some
time.
“Dr. Justin Burton first
alerted the colloquium program committee to Neff ’s
work,” Morse said. “The connections she makes between
women’s music and political
agency in the American South
and Senegal represent original
and groundbreaking research
with global implications.”

Neff ’s research focuses on
sound and critical ethnography, among other areas.
“Ethnography is the
practice of writing culture or
the art of understanding and
representing cultural practices
in my own words,” Neff said.
“These understandings work
in partnership with the music
to shape the research that I
do.”
Neff combined ethnography with a lyrical perspective,
resulting in a permutation that
she calls “ethnolyrical.”
“Ethnolyrical is a space for
experimental work in global
music-making,” she said.
Morse believes that Neff ’s
area of focus will appeal to
students.

The Rider University
Eco-reps
invite you to the Green Film Series showing of:

“A number of gender studies minors are very interested
in the intersections between
gender, sexuality and popular culture, which of course
includes music,” Morse said.
A new program for the
Gender Studies Department
was just approved for the
2013-14 academic year: GND245: Popular Constructions of
Gender and Sexuality, which
Morse believes will also interest students.
According to Mackintosh,
the colloquium offers a chance
to examine gender and
sexuality issues from different
viewpoints.
“Students should definitely
come to see the panels and the
speaker because it’s a great
opportunity to see gender
issues from many different perspectives,” Mackintosh said.
Neff looks forward to
speaking to the Rider community about her work and
hearing feedback.
“What I like about Rider
is the way it mixes art, music
and social sciences together to
speak to students,” Neff said.
“It’s fun to be in conversation with a diverse group of
students with people coming
from all over but also close
to the urban sector. I think it
will be really challenging to
hear from different perspectives. The voices of women are
really important to all of us in
different ways.”
Neff ’s research, videos and
ideas can be accessed at her
website, ethnolyrical.org.
Contact this writer at
pendagastm@theridernews.com

Panel 1: 9:45–11 a.m.: Sexuality in Movies and Music
Alison Sudol: “Foucault’s History of Sexuality &
American Horror Story”
Michael Bennett: “Sacreé et Profane: Intersections
of Faith and Sexuality in Francis Poulenc’s Litanies a
la Vierge Noire”
Jessica Canose: “Entangled in a Web of Dreams:
Unearthing the Subtext of Escapism in Manuel
Puig’s Kiss of the Spider Woman
Lunch in the Mercer Room 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.
Award presentations and keynote address by Ali Neff:
1:10–2:40 p.m.
Panel 2: 2:50–4:10 p.m.: Gender in Commercials & Music
Video
Danielle Minichino: “Mmm Mmm Good: Society’s
Usage of the 1950s Housewife in Advertising”
Kristin Hill: “A Sexy Soft Drink?”
Diana Trachtenberg: “Corrupt Commercials: The
Prejudiced Power of Pine Sol”
Morgan Taylor: “Jessie J’s ‘Do It Like a Dude’ vs.
Gender Identity”

Tuesday, April 9 & Wednesday, April 10 in
Sweigart 115 at 7 p.m.

Panel 3: 4:30-5:45 p.m.: The Gender That Binds Us
Veronica Villacres: “Analysis of the Influence of
Heteronormative Views on Friends”
Winifred Mackintosh: “No Story of Her Own: The
Manic Pixie Dream Girl in Young Adult Literature”
Amy D. Loux: “The Gender Wage Gap: From the
Senate House to Our House”
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Meet the Lawrenceville SGA
Eric Cotrell
President
Hometown: Beachwood, N.J.
Year: Junior
Major: Elementary education and
integrated science and math
Clubs/Activities: SGA, SEC,
Residence Life, Orientation Staff
Why are you running for this
position? I am running for this position so that I can continue
the successes of the current SGA board. This year has been
a year of progress for the SGA on the Lawrenceville campus,
and I am excited to take those initiatives and build upon them
for next year.
Why should students vote for you? I hope that students
would want to vote for me because I have experience in SGA
and in other leadership organizations on campus. I served as a
cabinet member and an executive board member for the SGA,
so I have a really good understanding of all the positions that
make up the SGA. I also hope that the student body would
vote for me because it believes that I am the most qualified
candidate running for the position.
Additional Comments: I welcome any and all Rider
students to come and talk to me about any concerns they have
regarding this upcoming election and for SGA in general. Feel
free to stop me on campus or email me at cottrelle@rider.edu.
Go Broncs.

Lee Clark
Vice President
Hometown: Catasauqua, Pa.
Year: Junior
Major: Political science
Clubs/Activities: RHA Vice
President of Administration,
College Democrats (re-founded
and former president), Rebovich
Institute for New Jersey Politics, resident advisor of Kroner
Hall, chair of Relay for Life Committee, Alpha Phi Omega
Why are you running for this position? I want to
continue being a student leader on campus and use my experience to better help the students of Rider. I believe that on
the SGA executive board I can make a positive difference in
the community and would successfully maintain the longstanding traditions that SGA has with Rider.
What kind of changes would you like to see made
next year? I want to see students get more politically
involved with the community. I want to see growing attendance at campus events, and I would also like to see a growing
influence that clubs and organizations make on campus by
getting more students involved and developing a greater sense
of school pride.

Fatima
Koroma
Secretary

Hometown: Jersey Ci
N.J.
Year: Freshman
Major: Business
administration
Clubs/Activities: Fre
member of SGA Presid
SGA Club & Organiza
Development Program
What kind of cha
see made next year?
students aware of SGA
How would you go
changes through? It
know about what we do
to do more than my job
goal is to get more fresh
understand how SGA f
take part in SGA activi
elections.
Why should stude
passionate about helpin
the student body. I’m ve
interpersonal skills. I ha
want to contribute to h
amazing this school is a
it has to offer.

Allie Koury
Vice President
Hometown: Clinton, N.J.
Year: Sophomore
Major: Public relations
Clubs/Activities: Sophomore
class president, public relations chair
for Olson Hall’s RHA, Rider Dance
Ensemble choreographer and dancer, Bold Steps to Prevent
Thyroid Cancer intern
What kind of changes would you like to see made
next year? I would love to see more attendance to senate and
have people come with a more enthusiastic attitude. Expanding
senate, will make people feel that their voices are being heard,
and they actually will be. I also want to foster school spirit at
Rider and make the campus feel more like a family. This will
make everyone feel welcome here and evoke teamwork within
the entire school.
Why should students vote for you? Students should
vote for me because I am hardworking, enthusiastic and reliable. I put 110% of myself into whatever project I am doing
and work around the clock until my job is done. I truly love and
care about Rider and I want to be able to change this school for
the better and see the benefit of the leadership I have provided.
I hope that you will elect me as your SGA vice president so I
can help make a positive difference at Rider next year.

Jaspreet Kaur
Vice President
Hometown: Columbus, N.J.
Year: Junior
Major: Accounting
Clubs/Activities: Omicron Delta Kappa
(National Leadership Honor Society), SGA
Clubs & Organizations Committee, public
relations chair for Asian Students at Rider,
captain of Tashan (Bollywood dance team), Leadership Development
Program, Beta Alpha Psi (Accounting, Finance & Computer
Information Systems Honors Society)
What kind of changes would you like to see made next
year? Next year I would like to see SGA open up to the entire campus,
in a way that senators and more of the student body can see the value
in attending senate. Right now there is a lack of connection between
what happens with SGA in senate and the results on campus. If we can
bridge that gap so that those involved see the value in their work and
those not yet involved see the value in participating, we will be a stronger organization and as a result a stronger university.
Additional comments: With so many candidates running for vice
president, every vote really does count, though it may not seem like it. I
hope that even if students do not vote for me, they will at least log in on
April 8 or stop by the Student Recreation Center on April 9 to vote for
the candidate they think will make a difference

April 5, 2013
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Executive board candidates
Aasim
Johnson

a

Andrew
Abdallah

Vice
President

ity,

Hometown: Lakewood, N.J.
Year: Freshman
Major: History and political

eshman class president,
dent’s Cabinet, member of
ations Committee, Leadership

anges would you like to
? I would like to see more
A and senate.
o about seeing those
seems not many students
o, and so, as secretary, I plan
b. Aside from my duties, my
hmen and sophomores to
functions. As a result, they’ll
ities, such as senate and

ents vote for you? I’m
ng to make a difference in
very ambitious. I have great
ave experience in SGA and I
helping our students see how
and the endless opportunities

science
Clubs/Activities: Unashamed Gospel Choir,
GIG (Group Investigating God), SGA senate,
Rider University College Democrats, Gee Hall and
Centennial Hall RHA, International Student Mentor,
RISA (Rider International Student Association), BSU
(Black Student Union)
Why are you running for this position? I am
running for vice president because as a freshman this
year, I’ve been exposed to all types of things and people
here at Rider, so I am running to add a new point of
view to the think-tank that is the Rider governing student body. I am eager to be a part of something greater
than me to help get my fellow men and women here at
Rider have a more enjoyable time.
Why should students vote for you? Students
should vote for me because I am not in this race to add
something else to my résumé or have another thing to
brag about. As cliché as this sounds, I really do care.

Nathaniel
Culp
Vice President
Hometown: Egg Harbor City,
N.J.
Year: Junior
Major: Biology
Clubs/Activities: Tour guide, SGA events coordinator, Community Standards Board, DAARSTOC, Model
United Nations, Science Learning Community mentor,
brother of Sigma Phi Epsilon
Why are you running for this position? I am
running for vice president of SGA because I believe that
I really can make a difference here at Rider. The vice
president plays a crucial role in communication between
students and administration, serving not only as a bridge
but also a translator, working to effect positive change for
both sides. I believe that I am well-equipped to represent
the students’ needs and wants to administration and possess the capability to follow through with these demands.
Why should students vote for you? Students
should vote for me because I strongly encourage individuality and new ideas. I believe that if students have an idea,
SGA serves as the vehicle to make that idea come true. I
am very personable and want people to feel comfortable
enough to come up to me and talk to me about any ideas
that they may have and especially any concerns. That way,
I can do the best that I can to either aid that student in
making that idea happen or rectify that concern.

Treasurer
Hometown: Willingboro,
N.J.
Year: Junior
Major: Psychology
Clubs/Activities: RHA, Strategic gaming club, SGA
senate, skateboarding, piano
What kind of changes would you like to see
made next year? I have a heavily vested interest in
making some positive changes to the handicap accessibility on campus as well as general reconsideration of
the functioning amongst the SGA.
Why should students vote for you? Students
should vote for me not because I think that I could benefit the school but because I know that I have the capability to handle the position and excel in it. I care for this
school and my fellow students and have a desire to assist
in the growth and development of it as best as I can.
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Tragic death shakes a family’s foundation

T

HE Rider musical theater
and theater performance majors’ rendition
of Sheila Callaghan’s
Crumble (Lay Me Down, Justin
Timberlake) is dark, dramatic,
twisted and filled with the
heartache of a broken family
and a rollercoaster of emotions,
which the audience is thrown
into.
With a cast consisting of
five performers, directed by
Fine Arts Chair Ivan Fuller,
the production follows a
mother and daughter, Clara
and Janice, who are coping
with the tragic and untimely
loss of Janice’s father, and an
apartment with a malicious
plot in the works.
Clara, portrayed by junior
theater performance major
Serena Venditto, is plagued
by memories and suffers from
constant panic and anxiety
attacks, becoming, as the
apartment calls her, “a mother
so flooded with sorrow she
can’t see past her nose.”
Lost in a world of despair,
Clara constantly turns to
her sister, played by freshman theater major Alexandra
Julian, and finds comfort in
her celebrity crush, Harrison
Ford, played by senior theater performance major Tom
Garvin.
In addition to playing Ford,
Garvin steps into the role
of both the late father and
Janice’s celebrity crush, Justin
Timberlake. The 11-year-old
Janice, played by freshman
theater performance major
Maeve Lynskey, frequently
imagines Timberlake appearing in her room. She uses
this hallucination as a coping mechanism as well as
an outlet for reason and
encouragement.
As a result of the loss of
her father, Janice has become
introverted and lost. She uses
her dolls as a way to release
all of the spiteful and pent-up
aggression she carries and, like
the apartment, she begins a
plot of her own.
In the midst of their misery,
the apartment, portrayed by
sophomore musical theater
major Eric Dann, is constantly
watching over and interacting with them, begging and
pleading for them to repair
his rickety, tattered being; the
floorboards are broken, and
the heat doesn’t work. The
apartment is enraged and
consumed with bitterness as a
result of their lack of care and
begins constructing a plot to
get rid of the residents.
Sharp and quirky, Crumble
depicts the hardship and
heartache of loss and the
importance of love and family. It is a story of coming
together. There are times of
laughter and times that cause
a heavy heart.
The set itself works with the

Evan Gurman/The Rider News

By Tara DeLorenzo

Clara, played by junior Serena Venditto, simultaneously battles depression and her apartment, played by sophomore Eric Dann, which has come to life after the
unexpected loss of her husband. Following the tragedy, she and her daughter Janice have neglected the apartment, causing it to haunt the two until it is fixed.
theme. The apartment stands
battered in a broken-down
state, filling the whole stage
except for one corner, which
is dedicated to being Clara’s
sister’s place. With broken
floorboards, peeling wallpaper
and everything in tatters, it is
clear to the audience why the
apartment feels so underappreciated and hostile.
The lighting and sound
effects also add to the ambience. Dark and low-lit, the
audience and theater are
plunged into the same darkness with which the characters
are all afflicted. Eeriness is also
a factor, as the effects allow
for each creak and squeal of
the apartment to be heard all
around. It is through all this
that the audience is able to see
how lost this family has really
become.
Alongside these outstanding
components is brilliant acting.
Filled with easy banter and
quick remarks, the cast and
performance are engaging.
“They play off each other
really well, especially for only
five people,” freshman elementary education and psychology
major Ashley Scavetta said.
Most notably, the interactions between Dann and
Venditto are powerful and
passionate. The despair
Venditto portrays as she calls
for the banging and creaking to stop is heartbreaking.
Dann’s response to her, with
such raw emotion, is just as
commanding.
“Crumble was overall successful in pulling the audience
in and keeping its attention
all the way to the end,” said
junior theater major Dan
Argese, who attended the
preview performance. “The
blocking and overall direction
of the show made a lot of

sense and served the text very
well. Finally, I felt the actors
all equally did a wonderful
job at creating the universe
they survived in and telling the
story of the piece. Everyone
who performed in the show
was very successful in their
roles.”
This production has a

unique humor to it, with the
characters and the apartment interacting in perfect
form together, without actually hearing each other. It is
intriguing and full of promise.
It is full of the unexpected
and really draws in the audience. It is heartwarming and
entertaining.

Crumble (Lay Me Down, Justin
Timberlake) is playing in the
Spitz Theater from April 4-7.
Tickets are $20 for adults and
$10 for students/seniors.

business.rutgers.edu/pamba

Your competitive advantage is at Rutgers.
With over 130 alumni connections as partners and principals
in the Big Four firms - and many more at regional and local
CPA firms - Rutgers Business School accounting programs are
leaders in educating highly sought after accounting graduates.
All Rutgers accounting programs meet the 150-hour
requirement for the Uniform CPA Exam.

Rutgers MBA in Professional Accounting
> ONLY 14 MONTHS!
> No previous business or accounting
courses required!
> Starting salaries average $60,000 with
90% placement!
> Application Deadline: May 1st
Apply Today: business.rutgers.edu/pamba
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Local Mexican joint is muy delicioso

W

By Melissa Lindley

awnings, a
buzzing neon “open”
sign and bars on the
windows, the average
person would be a bit hesitant
to walk into a restaurant in the
heart of downtown Trenton
that could easily be mistaken
for a criminal coverup. However, the average person was
also most likely taught growing
up to never judge a book by its
cover.
Taqueria El Mariachi is
a perfect example of this.
El Mariachi specializes in
Mexican food that will satisfy
anyone’s craving for a taste of

yelp.com

ITH faded

Latin America.
I was raised in San Jose,
Calif., one of the biggest hubs
for Latino populations in
Northern California. I grew
up spoiled with small, familyowned Mexican restaurants
all over the place, so naturally,
I wanted to find a little slice
of home when I moved to
New Jersey. Over the last few
months, I’ve been on a mission
to find good Mexican food,
and a trip to Chipotle just
doesn’t cut it for me. So after
a good few weeks of Google
searches and Yelp! reviews, I
finally settled on El Mariachi.
You can’t go wrong with a

Taqueria El Mariachi offers an array of Mexican cuisine, including carne adoba.

place that has four stars and
reviewer-submitted pictures of
delicious looking food, right?
I stopped by the restaurant
on a Saturday around 6 p.m.
When I went inside, I was
overwhelmed by the delicious
smell of grilled meat and
the sound of a radio blaring
music in Spanish. I felt right at
home.
The dining area is incredibly tiny. There were around six
to eight medium-sized tables
crammed near the entrance,
with the kitchen taking up
most of the space.
The best part, while some
may not entirely agree, was
the fact that nobody spoke
English, which certainly added
to the authenticity. So there
I was, an awkward, suburban white girl with a Coach
bag, trying to figure out how
I was going to feed myself.
Fortunately, my four hazy
years of high school Spanish
didn’t fail me.
The restaurant’s menu
is pretty simple and easy to
navigate. They serve typical
fare like tacos with your choice
of meat or seafood, soups, rice
and bean plates, enchiladas,
nachos and breakfast plates.
Some of the more adventurous
things I noticed were tongue

Summer 2013
Credit Classes

Learn at Mercer County
Community College*
Earn transferable credits
toward your college degree.
Save money.
Ease your course load for fall.

Take classes anywhere with
MercerOnline.

ENROLL NOW!

Summer Sessions begin
May 28 and July 10.

ENROLL

SCAN
ME WITH
YOUR
4-YEAR
NEWS
SMARTPHONE APP!

Call Enrollment Services today:
West Windsor Campus: 609-570-3244;
James Kerney Campus, downtown Trenton: 609-570-3139
*Visiting students wishing to take course(s) at Mercer must supply an unofficial transcript and/or
written permission from their home college.

Get Academic
Solutions at MCCC
Mercer County Community College is accredited by the Commission on
Higher Education of the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools.

www.mccc.edu/summer

tacos and a shrimp, octopus
and squid soup. I decided
to play it safe that night and
order steak tacos and pupusas,
which are actually Salvadoran
and made with cheese that’s
sandwiched between two
tortillas. I ordered it to go; it
took about 20 minutes for my
food to be prepared and cost
me around $20. I was taken
aback at the price, but when
I brought the takeout home,
I realized it was totally worth
every penny.
The portion sizes are absolutely ridiculous. I wrapped up
half of the pupusas, knowing
that I had tomorrow’s lunch
waiting for me in the fridge.
Each taco was about the size
of my hand, and there were
three of them. The flavor in
everything was incredible.
The tacos were filled to the
brim with tender steak, each
loaded with a giant jalapeño,
wrapped in a flour tortilla and
lightly salted. There were sides
of shredded tomatoes and
onions, a bag of cut limes and
four different types of salsa. I
sampled all four and liked the
spicy green salsa the best, with
a squeeze of lime added.
The pupusas were huge and
loaded with cheese. My only
complaint was that they were a

bit too greasy and salty for my
liking and a little rough on my
stomach, but they tasted absolutely fantastic. Other than
that, I was very impressed.
My experience was exactly
what I had in mind. The staff
was polite and pleasant, even
with a slight language barrier.
While I didn’t dine in, I loved
the atmosphere. It was very
warm and welcoming, and
I felt like I was in a family’s
home in Mexico rather than a
slightly sketchy neighborhood.
The food was absolute perfection. Being born and raised on
Mexican food for my whole
life, I thought had already
found the best places to eat at,
but this place just might be my
new favorite.
I definitely plan to go back
soon, and hope that next time
I can bring friends along for
the ride. While I always joke
about not being able to bring
all my favorite Jersey staples
when I go back to visit family,
I take solace in knowing that
I can still bring a little bit of
my old home to my new home
3,000 miles away.
Taqueria El Mariachi is
located on 109 South Olden
Avenue in Trenton.
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Track and Field

Dashing toward Colonial Relays

W

By Tom Albano
ITH the

weather starting to get warmer, the
track and field team is getting ready for
action, as it is set to participate in the Colonial Relays in Williamsburg, Va., today and

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

April 6.
The Broncs go into the Colonial Relays coming off a successful start to the spring portion of
their season with positive results in both the Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU) Ram Invitational
and Lafayette Invitational last month.
Head Coach Bob Hamer is impressed so far and
proud of the team’s accomplishments.
“Winning is a habit,” Hamer said. “It’s been a
really nice start. Everyone is very encouraged with the
success.”
The Broncs proved themselves during the VCU
Ram Invitational with solid performances from
freshman sprinters/jumpers Dashana Ransome and
La’tazah Coleman, and sophomore distance runner
Emily Ritter. Senior jumper James Burroughs and
senior distance runner Corey O’Neill also had strong
performances. The event, however, was cut short
because of inclement weather.
The success continued with the Lafayette
Invitational on March 30. The Broncs provided a
strong performance at the event — so strong, in fact,
that both the men’s and women’s teams took first
place out of the nine schools that competed in the
meet. Needless to say, the teams were very happy with
these results.
“The girls’ team won the meet by about 40 or so

Sophomore distance runner Emily Ritter breaks Rider’s indoor
mile record. She was the March Rider Athlete of the Month.

points, same thing with the boys,” said senior Mia
Riley, a sprinter and thrower. “It was a really good
meet. It was nice weather for once this year, which is
always a great thing. It’s usually really windy and cold.
So, we had really nice weather, and we got really good
performances out of it.”
While there have been positive results, the teams
have been trying to improve even more for the upcoming competition.
Hamer added that although errors need to be
corrected, “we’re pretty confident that over the next
few weeks we can make necessary adjustments and be
where we need to be.”
Riley noted that Colonial is a different type of meet
than VCU and Lafayette.
“It’s such a wide-ranging meet,” she said. “It’s
very competitive. There are teams from the southern
region that we don’t really get to see that often. So,
to compete against them, we just kind of have to be
sharp and crisp, making sure that we have really good
technique.”
Nonetheless, the teams are planning to capitalize
on their recent victories in both VCU and Lafayette,
while at the same time shifting the focus to individual
performances.
Hamer said that while the team has its own collective goals, each member must perform well individually too.
“In order for the team to be good, each athlete
must do his or her job,” he said. “We collectively add
up all the performances. Each individual needs to be
the best they can be in their specific event.”

Tennis

Broncs suffer another shutout loss

W

ITH negative results becoming a trend in play,
the men’s and women’s tennis teams look to
increase the quality of performance in this
week’s upcoming matches.
Rider has fallen to four MAAC rivals in its last
set of matches. The men were defeated by Queens
College (7-2, 1-0 MAAC) in a 2-7 match on March 29,
Wagner (1-8, 0-4 MAAC) in a 3-4 match on March 30
and Monmouth and Loyola (MD) in a 0-7 shutouts,
while the women lost to Wagner (4-9, 1-3 MAAC) on
March 30 by a score of 1-6 and were also shut out by
Loyola (MD) and Lafayette by a score of 0-7.
Head Coach Ed Torres emphasized the importance
of learning new things throughout a year of play.
“To improve in tennis, you must put in countless
hours on the court, hit thousands of practice shots and
play many competitive matches,” Torres said. “We do
all of that in the course of one season of collegiate
play.”
As the weather this semester has been poor, the
Broncs have had to continuously adapt to the hardships that surround them.
“The unusual weather made practicing outdoors
difficult during the early stages of the spring season,”
junior Sean Sweeney said. “Snow and cold temperatures have forced our team to practice on the indoor
courts at Mercer County Park more often than we
would have liked.”
In addition to dealing with less than ideal playing
conditions, the Broncs have faced other setbacks such
as injuries.
“A major downfall this season is having injured
players, thus leading to different lineups and opportunities for other teammates to play,” sophomore
Leonora Paul said.
The men are set to take the road to Lafayette on
April 6 and return home for matches against Saint
Francis and Philadelphia on April 10-11. Heading into
this new week of play, the Broncs look to gain some
momentum.
“We are looking to go out and put together a good
team effort,” Sweeney said. “Even if we don’t get the
victory, winning a few points would go a long way for
our confidence.”
The women are also trying to change their fate as

Ben Strahle/The Rider News

By Cristiana Votta

This season junior Rollie Malfitano has a 3-11 for the Broncs, who recently lost 7-0 to Monmouth on April 4.
they head into this week’s matches against Delaware
State on April 8 and Saint Francis on April 10. After
each defeat, they have looked at the lessons to be
learned.
“We are becoming more confident by doing
more skill-focused training, pushing ourselves harder
and focusing on specific things that we know need
work.” Paul said. “Also, having Assistant Coach Rick
Strandskov alongside Torres has made great improvements and changes to the team as a whole, leading us
to become a stronger team.”
Although the teams’ futures are unpredictable, the
Broncs are keeping a sharp eye looking forward and
intend on improving with each competition.
“We work very hard at practice every day,”
Sweeney said. “Even though the results on the court

during matches aren’t there yet, we are making progress and getting better.”
With the MAAC championships just a short month
away, each win and lesson learned is essential to the
success of the Broncs. Rider looks to put it all on the
line as do-or-die time rapidly approaches.
“I am looking to play my best and play each game
like it is my last,” Paul said.
Contact this writer at vottac@theridernews.com
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Baseball

W

By Chris Brooks
ITH the

season in full swing, the Broncs
opened up conference play at home on
March 29 against Fairfield. Propelled by
strong pitching and timely hitting, the Broncs
were able to win their first conference series 2-1.
The Broncs (13-12, 2-1 MAAC) played the first
game of a three-game series against Fairfield (8-15,
2-4 MAAC) and were led by a strong pitching effort
from senior Tyler Smith. Smith pitched eight innings,
limiting Fairfield to one run on three hits in a winning
effort with a final score of 13-1.
“Pitching has been a strength this season,” Head
Coach Barry Davis said. “In the first game of the
series, Smith had seven ‘one-two-three’ innings.”
Smith was nearly perfect except for the fourth
inning, when he gave up all of Fairfield’s hits and
its one run. Smith’s strong efforts were backed up in
the seventh inning when the Broncs racked up eight
runs on seven hits, with the biggest blow coming from
junior outfielder Nick Crescenzo, who knocked in
three with a double.
The following day, March 30, the Broncs continued
their conference series with a doubleheader against
Fairfield.
“Conference games are definitely more important
because they are the games that are going to get us
into the conference tournament,” said sophomore
pitcher Kurt Sowa. “The only advantage that we have
is that we know these teams better. We know what they
like to do, who can hit and what their pitchers like to
throw.”
In the first game of the doubleheader, the Broncs
were assisted by multi-hit games from senior outfielder
Ian Lindsay, junior outfielder Jerry Mulderig and

sophomore catcher Eric Strano, winning 3-2.
In the third inning, Rider scored three runs on
three hits. Fairfield inched closer in the sixth with an
RBI double, but was thwarted by another strong pitching effort from Sowa.
“I think the key to my success is just knowing what
to expect this year,” Sowa said. “Last year, as a freshman, I was not sure what to expect or how the hitters
would react to my pitches on the college level.”
Sowa picked up the victory, pitching 5 1/3 innings
giving up only two runs.
Following the first game, the Broncs continued their
doubleheader, but were not as successful, losing to
Fairfield 5-2.
Junior pitcher Mike Murphy tossed five scoreless
innings, but the game got away from the Broncs in the
sixth when the Stags scored five runs on two hits and
Rider made two costly errors.
Following the conference games against Fairfield,
Rider travelled to Penn State (5-19, 0-6 Big Ten) and
Maryland (16-12, 4-8 ACC) for two non-conference
matchups.
On April 2, the Broncs were unable to keep up
offensively with Penn State and lost 9-2.
In Maryland, the Broncs called on Mulderig to
the mound to stop their two-game losing streak,
but in only his third career start the Broncs lost 6-3.
Mulderig also batting clean up picked up four hits in
the loss.
Rider will look to continue its strong play on April
6 in its second conference series at home against
Canisius.
“It’s natural to put more emphasis on conference
games; these are the games that take you where you
want to go,” Davis said.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Broncs open MAAC play with pair of wins

Sophomore pitcher Kurt Sowa improves his personal record to
5-1 in the Broncs’ home victory over Fairfield on March 30.

Summer at Rider

Just $560 per credit*
*undergraduate

n

Complete a course in just three or six weeks, in the
classroom or online, with plenty of time to relax!

n

Enjoy convenient day and evening classes — or study
anytime, anywhere with our exciting online offerings.

n

Accelerate completion of your degree requirements.

n

Special housing rates available.

ce

ych

iness

s

on

We
Le
st m
New
ad
Yor
ers
k
hip ter

ology

n

e
Sci
Housing

A rts

i ns

Bus

Ps

hia
p
l
e
d
a
il

Ph

l
a
Lib e r

Arts

Pri n c et

g
n
i
s
Nur

D is

tance Learning

Registration for Summer
Sessions Starts Monday,
March 11, 2013
Heather Boner ’13

Christina Eugene ’13

609.896.5033 • www.rider.edu/summer

12 

The Rider News

Sports

April 5, 2013

Inside today: Baseball team wins first
conference series.
Page 11

Peter G. Borg/Rider University



Freshman Nicole Moorman had 1365 kills on the 2012 season for the Broncs, who went 11-17 and look to come back even stronger next year under the leadership of Head Coach Feliciano.

Feliciano sets Broncs up for success

I

By JJ Duke

NHERITING a program that won only 19 matches in
the previous four years was definitely a challenge,
but it was a challenge that was ripe for the taking
for Head Volleyball Coach Chris Feliciano, who was
appointed in 2011.
Two short years later, Feliciano has turned the
Broncs into competitors on the court and a team that
is hungry for future success.
“When I first took over the program, my very first
thoughts were to change the culture by creating a
competitive atmosphere in the gym,” Feliciano said.
“We put a plan in place that combined good recruiting and rigorous training to reach this goal.”
In the 2012 season, Rider finished with a record of
11-17 — the most wins for the program since 2004.
“The players felt proud to have done something
that has not been done since 2004,” Feliciano said.
“But they felt that they could have done more, and
that is what’s exciting about this group — they’re
never satisfied.”
Feliciano came to the program with a strong
coaching background. A graduate of New Jersey City
University, he served as the university’s head coach for
both the men’s and women’s programs from 2005-07.
He was the New Jersey Athletic Conference Coach of
the Year in 2007 and took the women’s program to an
NCAA Division III Tournament and multiple conference and ECAC tournament berths. In 2010, as an
assistant coach at Fordham, he helped lead the Rams
to an Atlantic-10 Championship Tournament.
When Feliciano took over Rider’s program, he
wanted to make some adjustments, and like most
programs that undergo a rebuilding process, on-andoff court attitudes needed to change. The first thing

that needed to go was the losing mindset the team was
stuck in, according to senior libero Brittany Gajewski.
“Unfortunately, the players who played under
[former Rider Head Coach] Emily Alquist were used
to a losing program and everything was a lot more
laid back and less structured,” Gajewski said. “But
when Feliciano came in, he wanted us to represent a
Division I team in every aspect.”
Changes introduced by Feliciano included a heavy
recruiting schedule and better training. Although in
the first year of his tenure the Broncs were not as successful in the record column as they would have liked,
there were battles being won off the court.
“Our biggest challenge was getting the players to
mesh,” Feliciano said. “We struggled a little as a team,
and the freshman players struggled at first with the
pace of the game, but it got much better as we went
on with the season. And while the record didn’t show
it, we felt that our first season was a step in the right
direction.”
Another one of these challenges was bringing
together the gap of experience on the court. For
the majority of Feliciano’s first season, underclassman players dominated the lineup sheet. But for the
veteran players, acting as team leaders under Feliciano
were valued roles.
“As a captain, even when I was a sophomore I was
the upperclassman and was expected to host every
recruit,” Gajewski said. “Even with the new players, I
was expected to be the big sister, but I love it.”
Now, looking back on a season that gave the Broncs
their most wins on the court in nearly a decade, the
first step toward rebuilding the volleyball program is
complete. Feliciano has his eyes set on making strides
up the MAAC hierarchy as his next goal for the 2013

season.
“As we continue this process, I want to obviously
win more matches and better our standing in the
MAAC,” he said. “But more importantly, I want to
develop a winning tradition.”
For the 2013 season, volleyball will return 12 letterwinners. The majority of those returning players saw
significant playing time during the 2012 season. They
include 2012 MAAC All-Rookie Team freshman
middle hitter Nicole Moorman, as well as top hitters
sophomore Jaclyn Webber and junior Bridget Sheerin,
and sophomore setter Ashlee Amatulli. With all of the
veteran experience on the team, volleyball is set for
unparalleled success for the next few years to come.
“There’s no ‘quit’ in my program,” Feliciano said.
“My players get what we’re trying to do here. They
have bought into a hard work ethic and dedication.
Hopefully we can continue this process.”
The graduating seniors who are leaving the program believe that there is more to come for the Broncs
in the next few years.
“At the end of the day, I can leave knowing my
class paved the way to change at Rider,” Gajewski
said. “That is a legacy that myself and my three
classmates [seniors Megan Cook, Stephanie Nagy and
Haley Wilson] will cherish forever. While we are upset
we won’t directly see the day that Rider volleyball
wins a championship, we can walk away knowing that
we helped set the tone for the future.”

