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Men’s basketball team defeats first-place Niagara
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Reigning Supreme

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Rider’s second annual R Factor competition awards top spot to R & B duo

From left, junior popular music culture majors Toni Walker-Stanley and Jalyssa James perform Natalie Cole’s “This Will Be (An Everlasting Love)” as a part of their winning performance.
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July start slated for buildings, Experts debate
improved Playhouse at WCC fracking’s future
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By Dan Perez

Image courtesy of Mike Reca

Symphonic Choir has recorded
and performed under internationally acclaimed
conductors like Leonard Bernstein and Kurt
Masur. However, there is one thing Westminster
Choir College (WCC) has been lacking — a practice
space up to par with its world-renowned résumé.
The Playhouse, the Choir’s primary rehearsal space
since it was built in the late 1940s, needs improved
acoustics and extra elbow space.
College officials outlined a proposed construction project during a Regional Planning Board of
Princeton meeting on Feb. 21. The project, slated to
break ground in July, calls for the construction of an
academic building, complete with a new and improved
rehearsal facility for the Symphonic Choir that will
address those problems.
“Our goal with this project is to build a new academic building for students and faculty to effectively
develop our curriculum,” said Robert Annis, the dean
and director of WCC. “The project is not intended to
increase student enrollment, but it will improve existing programs at the school.”
The proposal also includes an addition and renovations to the Playhouse, which will connect to a new
academic building and a general services building.

By Megan Blauvelt

HE Westminster

The proposal for WCC’s new academic building includes an addition
to the Playhouse. The Playhouse theater was built in the 1940s.
The construction of the academic building is
expected to cost around $8 million, which will be
funded through sources including donor gifts and state
programs for college -capital needs, said Mike Reca,
SEE WCC
the facilities director.
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XTRACTING shale gas is either the future for
America’s energy needs or dangerous, panelists
argued during a contentious forum on hydraulic
fracturing on Feb. 21.
Fracking has been a controversial topic among
environmentalists and energy companies in recent
years. Each side of the debate had two representatives on stage at the Bart Luedeke Center Theater
last week.
The speakers squared off on the controversial
topic of “fracking,” a procedure that involves injecting a mixture of water, sand and chemicals at high
pressures into the earth in order to find trapped
natural gas.
To read about some effects of fracking see “Fracking hits
home for Pa. families” on page 3.
“President Barack Obama, in his State of the
Union Address just two weeks ago, suggested that
fracking is one way to go,” James Benton, executive director of the New Jersey Petroleum Council
said. “Shale gas is the future. It has changed the
world for the better, [made
it] cleaner and more
SEE FRACKING
affordable.”
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R. Marge O’Reilly-Allen,
chair of the Department of
Accounting, will be receiving
the first Chairperson Leadership Award. She was chosen based
on her qualities and accomplishments in areas such as professional
management of the department,
mentoring and professional communication as well as innovation.
“The selection committee was
particularly impressed with her
exemplary efforts in the areas of
service to students, curriculum
development, accreditation and
external relations,” said Provost
Dr. Marge O’Reilly-Allen
and Vice President for Academic
Affairs Donald Steven.

C

ELEBRATE youth literacy and volunteer for Read Across America
Day with the students of P.J. Hill
and Joyce Kilmer elementary
schools in Trenton today.
Hosted by the Community
Service Council, the organization
will be partnering with the school
systems for the first time in an effort
to bring Dr. Seuss-themed workshops to students from Kindergarten
to grade 8. Some of the activities will
include reading, face painting, hat
making and goal setting.

Friday, March 1 - Sunday, March 3

The Misanthrope

Tonight at 7:30 p.m., Saturday at 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.,
Sunday at 2 p.m. in the Yvonne Theater. Tickets are
$10 for students and seniors and $20 for adults.
Friday, March 1

Spring Break Bronc Bingo
10 p.m., Daly’s

Saturday, March 2

Trip to Adventure Aquarium

University ball: Hollywood masquerade
9 p.m.-12 a.m., Cavalla Room

P R O V I D E D B Y D I R E C T O R O F P U B L I C S A F E T Y V I C K I E W E AV E R

Dryer destruction

Suspicious smoker

Drinking duo

A dryer in Lincoln Hall was
out of service on Feb. 25. At 9:55
a.m., Public Safety arrived after
receiving a call from a male staff
member in Lincoln Hall regarding an act of vandalism. The
officers were directed to the
laundry room and noticed a very
large dent on the front of one of
the dryers. There are no known
suspects. If anyone has additional
information on this matter, contact Public Safety at x5029.

A call was made to Public
Safety on Feb. 22 about a student
possibly smoking marijuana.
Officers arrived at Switlik Hall
at 9:30 a.m. and met with the
male resident student witness.
The student reported that he
saw a student smoking what he
thought was marijuana on the
side of Switlik Hall. The officers
searched for the subject but were
unable to locate him.

One resident student and one
visitor were found intoxicated
in Lake House on Feb. 22. Public
Safety received a call from a staff
member at about 10:50 p.m. The
officers arrived at Lake House and
found the resident student lying
on the stairs leading to the second floor. The visitor was found in
a nearby bathroom. The officers
were able to determine that both
students were underage and
intoxicated. An ambulance was
called and both students were
transported to a nearby hospital
for further evaluation. The matter
has been referred to the Office
of Community Standards for
violation of the Code of Social
Conduct.

CONT’D FROM P. 1

C O M I N G U P. . .

Bus departs from the BLC at 12:30 p.m. Tickets are
free and students must sign up in the SRC ticket booth.

SECURITY BRIEFS

Fracking
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Sunday, March 3

Choir College faculty recital
3 p.m., Bristol Chapel
Tuesday, March 5

The Celebration of Women Through Art
7-9 p.m., The Pub

Education Career Day
8 a.m., Commuter Lounge
Wednesday, March 6

100th anniversary of the School of
Education presents Christine Ebersole
6-7 p.m., Yvonne Theater
Thursday, March 7

Nutrition Mythbusters
11 a.m., Martin Room, WCC

Levine Lecture on slavery in New Jersey
5:30 p.m., Sweigart Hall, Room 208

Maya van Rossum,
an environmental attorney and strategist for the
Delaware Riverkeeper
organization, countered

Benton’s statement.
“Politicians’ support doesn’t give me comfort,” van
Rossum said. “They have supported numerous ideas
in the past, such as DDT [pesticide] and smoking, that
have actually ended with disaster.”
Currently, fracking is used to mine the Marcellus
Shale in Pennsylvania.
Kate Millsaps Conservation Program Coordinator
for the Sierra Club’s New Jersey Chapter and van
Rossum opposed fracking, while Benton and Elvin
Montero, president of the Chemistry Council of New
Jersey, supported the practice.
The speakers agreed that Rider students and staff
members need to be educated about fracking as a
whole and how it affects the community.
The Delaware Riverkeeper leader said natural gas
will be gone in 21 years, and it will take more than
$700 billion to find another source of energy.
According to Montero, people should know that
fracking has allowed industry to return to the U.S.
“We use natural gas not only to power our plants
but to make products with them as well.”
With the current rate of fracking, the U.S. is predicted to be a leading producer of natural gas by the
next decade, he said.
Millsaps expressed a different point of view.
“We need to invest in energy efficiency, which
includes not fracking,” she said. “We support the
conventional use of natural gas. Shale gas, however,
is a different ballfield. While it is good that we have
reduced the use of coal energy, there are still cleaner
ways, such as solar and wind energy.”
New Jersey and Pennsylvania both produce natural
gas; however, the panel focused on the Marcellus
Shale, which covers Pennsylvania, New York and
Ohio.
According to Benton, natural gas has been shown

to produce cleaner energy than coal. The EPA Toxics
Release Inventory Report from January 2013 states
that New Jersey’s toxic fumes have been reduced 85%
compared to 1988’s records.
“And it continues to decrease 12% from last year,”
Benton said.
But those numbers are from inside the box. Van
Rossum and Millsaps urged a broader look on how
fracking can accelerate climate change.
While natural gas may burn cleaner over its life
cycle, it releases more greenhouse gases than burning
coal, Millsaps said.
“An abundance of methane is released from the
ground during fracking,” she said. “Research has
shown many health hazards, including higher risk
of cancer, skin and eye damage and damage to the
respiratory system.”
For a single fracking area, truck traffic is heavy, and
three to five acres of land are demolished just to put
in the well needed to reach the gas, the panelists said.
“Five million gallons of water will be gulped up
at a nearby lake or river,” van Rossum said. “A waste
pit will hold the toxic chemicals, and everything that
enters the ground will resurface.”
Montero argued that only a small percentage of
chemicals are present in the mixture: 0.49%. Also
only a small percentage of chemicals, but the effects
are large according to Millsaps.
“At most, 20% of fracking fluid chemicals are
used,” Millsaps acknowledged. “But we’re talking
about 9 million gallons of water being injected into a
single well, of Pennsylvania’s 3,000 wells. That adds
up to tons of chemicals per well.”
However, from Benton’s point of view we need to
be conscientious of energy storage.
“We need to figure out how to store energy and use
it the best way possible,” he said.
van Rossum believes there must be another solution
for energy sources.
“Fracking is unnecessary for the future,” said van
Rossum. “We need to invest in alternative sources of
energy that protect water, air and community.”

Interested in working for
The Rider News? We’re looking
for paid copy editors for next year.
Contact Emily Eiermann
at eiermanne@rider.edu

Lightweight/Fitness
Trainer Needed
Sat & Sun
8 - 10 a.m. every week

Lightweight training, core
strength and general fitness
coaching for a fit 17-year-old
high school student

$35/day
609-937-5134

March 1, 2013

The Rider News 

News

3

The Mannings

S

HORTLY after

the Manning family
of Franklin Township, Pa., allowed
fracking on its land, they noticed
problems with their water supply.
“Our well started erupting like Old
Faithful, like a geyser,” said Tammy
Manning.
Starting in December 2011, “when
it would erupt, the water would turn a
grey color with particles floating in it,”
she said.
The Mannings’ property is one of a
number of properties in Pennsylvania
leased by the natural gas company
Williams for the right to drill for natural gas.
After the Mannings’ water was
tested by the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection and the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), she and her husband were told
not to use their water for drinking and
to shower with the doors open so fumes
could escape.
Unable to use the water in their own
home for everyday necessities such as
drinking, cooking and cleaning, the
Mannings also no longer can enjoy fishing or gardening.
“We don’t use the water for ourselves or our animals, or even the plants
anymore,” Manning said, describing
her running water as sometimes changing from a dark grey to a yellow color,
and sometimes giving off a sulfur smell.
“Any fish my husband catches, we
won’t be keeping for food anymore
because the creek behind the house is
contaminated,” she said.
The Mannings have filed a lawsuit
against Williams. At the time of the
interview in spring 2012, the family had
lived in Franklin Township for less than
two years. They had hoped to find rural
life relaxing; however, they are trapped,
as they cannot sell their house because
it doesn’t have a clean water supply.
“It’s ugly now,” Manning said. “My
husband likes to hunt and I like to garden, and it’s just not what we’d hoped
for.” —Marissa DeSantis, ’12

The Manzers

The Manzers live in a small,

old-fashioned white house standing in
a muddy, wooded area on the edge of
I-81 near South Harford, Pa. Chickens
run freely through the yard, and rickety
wooden porch stairs lead to a modest
living room.
The elderly couple inhabiting the
house is 69-year-old Jesse Manzer, a
funny, welcoming, nearly toothless
man, and his wife, an obviously avid
fan of daytime television and old films
on VHS: In their small living room,
two shelves are loaded with tapes, most
noticeably E.T. and Dirty Dancing.
The Manzers’ lives have recently
been turned upside-down because of
fracking. Instead of the view of creeks
and mountains they used to enjoy, they
now stare directly through their living
room window and see drilling rig #538.
According to Jesse Manzer, they
were completely uninformed that the
rig was being put up — they drew their
own conclusions after seeing trucks roll
in for four straight days.
Not long afterwards, they noticed
problems with their water supply.
“People did come to test the water,
and it was milky and bubbly,” he said.
“If you have an old water pump like
we did, the contaminated water ruins
it. You can also smell battery acid from
outside.”
Standing in her parents’ kitchen,
looking across the street at the massive rig, the Manzers’ daughter, Jessica,
said that the water in her own house
nearby had also become contaminated.
However, she welcomed the financial
windfall in the form of payments for
the right to frack on her land.
“The land was just sitting there not
being used,” she said.
She explained that the water in the
area has been tested multiple times,
and believes the company is taking
good responsibility for the drilling and
its outcomes. — Lisa Henderson, ’12, and
Kristy Grinere, ’13

Seamus McGraw

Seamus McGraw, author of the
non-fiction book on fracking The End of
Country, was torn. After agonizing, he
decided to lease the mineral rights on

Courtesy of Brandi Lukas, ’12

Fracking hits home for Pa. families

Farmer Jesse Manzer loves to watch a drilling rig right outside his living room window, but his water is “milky.”
his mother’s property in northeastern
Pennsylvania to Chesapeake Energy, a
natural gas company.
McGraw was aware of the controversy over the technique for extracting
natural gas, but he decided to cooperate, hoping that natural gas drilling
would help America in the battle for
energy independence.
Although he does not regret his
choice, he has been frustrated by roadblocks and ironies in the process itself.
A well adjacent to his property is not
entirely American — a quarter of it is
owned by Statoil ASA, a Norwegianbased company. In addition, the
vehicles and equipment used at the well
to extract the natural gas are entirely
fueled with diesel, which he sees as furthering America’s addiction to foreign
oil and contributing to air pollution.
He worries that by the time the U.S.
has the natural gas ready to export,
it may no longer be needed around
the world because other countries will

catch up. McGraw said there were only
10 plants in this country capable of
dealing with natural gas, and of those,
only two had the ability to export it at
the time of the interview. He blamed
bureaucracy and the lack of regulations
for these problems.
“Corporations are not people,” he
said. “They are machines, profit-generating machines.”
Nevertheless, McGraw does not
second-guess his decision to lease his
mineral rights to Chesapeake Energy.
“I’d do it again,” he said. — Joe
Petrizzo, ’13
For a more in depth understanding of
fracking and some of its effects on the environment, visit theridernews.com.

Earn summer credits at

STOCKTON COLLEGE
• Eight different summer sessions with starting dates in May, June and July
• Discounted tuition and housing
• Convenient class times, online and distance learning courses available

Go where you want,
when you want. ™
P R O M O T E S S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y.
L OW H O U R LY R AT E S I N C LU D E F U E L .

To join, visit wecar.com/rider

www.stockton.edu/summer

Stockton College is an AA/EO institution.

®
®
Enterprise
and WeCar
are trademarks of Enterprise Holdings, Inc.
All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2013 WeCar D03222_3.111x5 MJ
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The look of Williamson Hall, named for John Finley Williamson, founder of WCC, was modeled by designers of the new academic building.

‘‘

The iconic image of Williamson Hall heavily influenced the
architectural decisions for the new academic building.”

KSS Architect Michael Shatken

Photos courtesy of Mike Reca

built on the campus was the
William H. Scheide Student
Center, which opened in
CONT’D FROM P. 1
1975, and the last major
renovations took place in 1997 at Erdman Hall, the
building that houses offices and studies for the Voice
and Piano Departments, Annis said.
Despite the flux in construction, WCC does not
plan to expand its student population.
“Our academic mission and curriculum hasn’t
changed,” Annis said. “We will maintain our enrollment at 450 students. We don’t intend to increase the
level of activities on campus.”
However, the cost estimates for the Playhouse range
from $1.5 million to $2.5 million, said Jonathan Meer,
the vice president of University Advancement at
Rider. There are two separate fundraising campaigns
established — one for the academic building and one
for the Playhouse.
Fundraising for the academic building is complete,
while efforts to reach the Playhouse campaign goal are
still in the works, said Meer.
“With regard to the Playhouse project, we have
secured several hundred thousand dollars in gift support and our fundraising activities are just ramping
up,” he said. “The balance we need to complete the
funding depends on which construction or renovation
options are ultimately chosen in the planning process.”
The largest donation, $3 million, will come from
the Henry L. Hillman Foundation of Pittsburgh.
“Ms. Elsie Hillman is an alumna of the choir college and together with her husband, Henry, has supported WCC for almost five decades,” Meer said.
The rehearsal space in the planned academic building will be named the Hillman Performance Hall. The
building itself will be named the Marion Buckelew
Cullen Center, in memory of the WCC trustee who
donated some $5 million to the school.
Not all of Cullen’s gift will be used for the construction project — a portion of it will go toward building
the new academic building, according to Meer.
The Feb. 21 meeting was a “courtesy review”
meant to give area residents and the planning board
an opportunity to provide input on the plans, said
Reca.
“Based on that feedback we will work with the
Princeton Engineering and Zoning offices to accomplish the needed approval for the project,” he added.
“From there, we will need construction permits from
the Department of Community Affairs. Rider applied
for those permits in early February and we anticipate
they may be approved in late spring.”
Because the proposed site of the project sits more
than 150 feet from a public zone and the municipality
has no jurisdiction, the college doesn’t need approval
for the expansion project, said Ardman.
The academic building will fall in line with the
physical appearance of other WCC buildings, said
Michael Shatken, a member of KSS Architects.
“The iconic image of Williamson Hall heavily
influenced the architectural decisions for the new
academic building,” he said. “The building will have a
choir rehearsal room with the capacity for a full symphonic choir. There are three additional classrooms,
one with 16 seats and two larger rooms of about 45
seats each.”
The academic building will be 11,790 square
feet, the general services building will measure 1,958
square feet and the addition to the Playhouse will be
1,492 square feet.
Currently, the college uses Bristol Chapel and
the Williamson Hall lounge for student recitals, said
Annis.
“These aren’t appropriate spaces for recitals,”
Shatken said. “The new rehearsal room will be a better option for student recitals and we will be able to
use the lounge as it was intended to be used — as a
true lounge for students.”
Visiting conductors have said the Playhouse doesn’t
work effectively for their rehearsals on campus, said
Annis.
The Playhouse improvements include a new sound
booth and entry space, he said.
“The stage areas will be improved and there will be
better acoustics,” Shatken added.
The new academic building will connect with the
current Playhouse in the center of the campus, and
the proposed general services building will be set back
about 150 feet from the school’s property line. The
plan also calls for a 6-foot-high vinyl fence separating
the college’s property from neighboring homeowner
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A mock-up of Westminster Choir College’s new academic building portrays the front of the building and its proximity to the Playhouse, left.
properties.
“We’re well set back from the property line and the
neighbors,” said Mitch Ardman, an engineer with the
Reynolds Group Inc. representing Rider.
One area resident voiced a complaint during the
meeting about a lighting issue in one of WCC’s parking lots.
“My main concern at the moment is doing something about those lights,” said Princeton resident
Kenneth Fields, a retired Rider math professor who
lives next to WCC. “The residents on Linden Lane
cannot look out our rear windows after dark. The situation has gotten worse since the new parking lot was
built. There used to be big trees between us and the
large lights but now they shine right at our homes.”
When asked if the lights could be turned off or
made dimmer at night by timers, Reca stated that the
parking lot security cameras are reliant on the brightness of the lights.
However, school officials will work with PSE&G to
remove the lights in the spring and phase in new, less
bright ones, he added.
“In the short term, we will re-aim these lights or
put shrouds on them to deflect the light downward,”
he said.
Linden Lane residents would also like to see more
trees planted between homeowners’ properties and
the school, said Fields. According to the plan, 26 trees
will be removed for construction and 29 replacement
trees, mostly evergreens, will be added around the new
buildings.
Mark Solomon, an attorney who represents Rider,
said that the trees are being planted after reviewing the parking lot construction plan with WCC’s
neighbors.
“Three years ago, on Feb. 18, the board approved

our parking lot application,” said Solomon. “It took
us several years to get to construction, and we came to
the board last June to present our draft of this construction plan. One comment the board made was to
review the plan with the college’s neighbors and we
met with them in December.”
University officials added that the project would
have no additional impact on area traffic.
However, some residents are still upset with the
way the university handled the new construction
process.
“I was dismayed that an institution of your stature had such poor communication with its neighbors
several years ago,” Gail Ullman, a member of the
planning board, told Rider officials at the meeting.
“Over the last three years, that has changed considerably. I think the project design is well justified by
your program and I think it fits in well with existing
architecture.”
The plan also calls for a reconfiguration in existing
parking areas near the construction, there will be no
new spaces created for the project.
“There will be a new underwater stormwater retention facility and a series of walkways to connect the
new buildings to existing ones,” said Lee Solow, the
planning director for the Regional Planning Board of
Princeton.
College officials plan to start construction on the
two new buildings and renovations on the Playhouse
sometime in July and hope to have the project completed in time for the fall semester of 2014, said Reca.
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By Melissa Lindley
IFE is

what you make of it and happiness is as
much a choice as it is a state of mind, according
to motivational speaker and entrepreneur Matt
Glowacki. Glowacki spoke to students in Sweigart
Auditorium on Feb. 25 to share his story and pass his
experiences on to the audience.
Born in Janesville, Wis., Glowacki first gained the
attention of doctors when he was born without legs,
despite having no genetic abnormalities in his family
history.
Rising above the emotional challenges of his disability, Glowacki has gone on to create a successful
career for himself as a motivational speaker and businessman. He currently owns three businesses: Mogo
Wheelchairs, a line of custom-made wheelchairs;
Glow Music, a DJ and entertainment service and
Myriad Communications, a speaking and consulting
company.
During his speech he revealed that he has received
numerous awards and nominations for his public
speaking and is the most booked college speaker in the
nation. He also won an award for Best Diversity Artist
in 2010 from Campus Activities Magazine.
Glowacki started his career while working for a
company that sold wheelchairs and medical supplies.
When the company went out of business, he became
a salesperson for AT&T. His new job required him to
travel a lot, and he eventually needed a way to find a
secondary source of income. He ultimately decided to
become a speaker and contacted local middle schools;
10% percent of the schools hired him. He jumped at
the opportunity to make this a new career.
“It’s like taking a snowball and rolling it down a
hill,” Glowacki said. “And it gets bigger and bigger
every year, and more and more fun.”
Glowacki started the night off with jokes and icebreakers to make students feel comfortable.
Career_Services_Ad__101912_Layout
1 10/15/12
5:57
PM Page
“I’m going to talk about some
really cool
things
you 1
can do to maximize your happiness with other people

today,” he said.
He discussed the struggles and successes that
resulted from his disability. His first business, Glow
Music, stemmed from romantic rejection in high
school; being stood up at a high school dance led him
to be inspired by the DJ who was having a great time
playing for the students. Additionally, after becoming frustrated with owning a wheelchair that didn’t
accommodate his disability while playing basketball
in college, he decided to alter his own wheelchair and
eventually started his own company of custom-made
wheelchairs for disabled Olympic athletes.
Humor has played a large role in Glowacki’s
approach to his talks, putting a positive spin on
everything he does, even if it’s difficult or embarrassing. One of the stories he shared was about an
incident involving a broken toilet in a middle school
locker room and the entire gym class laughing at him.
Despite the uncomfortable situation, he is now able to
look back and laugh rather than focusing on the event.
Glowacki also led students in a series of motivational exercises to help show how easy it can be to
brighten someone’s day.
One particularly memorable exercise involved
having students hug a person standing next to them.
Glowacki explained that six seconds of hugging produces a chemical reaction of dopamine in the brain
and improves one’s mood. Students introduced themselves and counted to six as they hugged each other,
leading to a few moments of giggles and conversation.
“I loved the hugging section,” freshman biochemistry major Justin Chilicki said. “It made me happier
and made my day feel better.”
He also encouraged students to be aware of whom
and what they surround themselves with. However,
Glowacki’s prime focus was that how you portray
yourself, interpret other people and approach every
day will affect your outlook on life. He said going into
every experience with a positive approach will make
life more enjoyable.

Evan Gurman/The Rider News

Speaker promotes power of positive thinking

Matt Glowacki discusses how he manages to maintain a positive
outlook on life despite the challenges he has faced.
Junior public relations major Lorelei Colbert
thought highly of the presentation.
“I thought it was great,” she said. “It brought great
energy to show how you can make your day happier.”
Glowacki believes that a negative attitude only
hurts the person exuding it.
“I’ve realized over the course of my life that there
are a lot of angry crippled people out there, and that’s
not much fun,” Glowacki said. “It’s not much of a life.
So why not look at the positive side? If you want to be
a positive person, you have to go into it with curiosity instead of, ‘Wow, this is going to suck.’ It’s just a
matter of defaulting to a right way of thinking. Always
default to the decision that will give you the best story
out of whatever you’re going to do.”

eDUCaTION
CaReeR FaIR

Thursday, March 7, 2013 • 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Bart Luedeke Center, Cavalla Room

Dress professionally and bring plenty of resumés.
To see the list of employers attending, log on to the Broncs Career Link.

Resume Blitz . . .

Get Ready for the education Career Fair

Monday, March 4
Tuesday, March 5
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Bart Luedeke Center, Room 237
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Two is better than one in second ann
J
By J’na Jefferson

and Toni WalkerStanley, both junior popular
music culture majors, proved
that two is better than one when
they won the coveted top spot in this
year’s R Factor competition.
The two, who came to auditions
singing an a cappella version of “I
Love You, Lord,” got the crowd on
its feet for both of their final song
choices.
The first was “This Will Be” by
Natalie Cole, and the second was

a mash-up of “One Night Only”
from Dreamgirls, “On The Radio” by
Donna Summer and “It’s Raining
Men” by The Weather Girls. The
two brought costume changes and
choreography, and paired with their
talent, it was enough to clinch the
win.
“Winning was one of the most
beautiful experiences I have had
at Rider,” James said. “Toni and I
worked extremely hard on the choreography and the arrangements of
the songs. We did not want to win

Photos by Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

ALYSSA James

Toni Walker-Stanley belts out a song from the heart, exciting the entire crowd.

for ourselves, but for our ministry,
Unashamed. We wanted to win to
give our group something meaningful, something that could be experienced by the members and their
families. We will use our concert to
feature Unashamed and give something for members to be proud of.”
Walker-Stanley had a similar
drive, though her family was also a
factor.
“When it was announced that we
had won, my first thought was ‘My
sister is going to be so excited,’”
she said. “We want to use both the
money and the concert for the choir,
so it was truly a blessing to win.”
James and Walker-Stanley are
using the $500 they won to support
their ministry, Unashamed Gospel
Choir of Rider University, of which
James is the co-founder, president
and director and Walker-Stanley is
the secretary. Both say religion is a
big part of their lives.
“We really relied on our faith
and went out to perform with the
talent God granted us,” James said.
This is the second time one of
Barbati’s picks has won, and this
is also the second year that he and
fellow judge/mentor Karin Torchia,
who mentored sophomore musical
theater major Andres Feliz, have
squared off in the finals. Freshman

Toni Walker-Stanley and Jalyssa James serenade the audience with a
musical theater major Milika
Griffiths, who was Donte Carty’s
contestant, placed third.
Team Karin Torchia consisted
of Feliz and 2012 R Factor runnerup and sophomore communication
major Megan Scheels.
Team Jamiyl Mosley had
sophomore radio and TV major MJ
Chatman and senior arts administration major Louise Mayer.
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nual R Factor finale

a mixture of classic R&B songs and gospel music.

arty had Griffiths
usical theater
alente.
bati had James
ey and freshman
e major Stephano

the two contesam sing, and the
a text message to
al three. Audience

members were only allowed to send
in one text vote each, and they had
two minutes to do so.
Following this step, the competition was narrowed down to the final
three, which consisted of James and
Walker-Stanley, Griffiths and Feliz.
Feliz was a crowd pleaser
throughout the competition. His
first song was “Heaven” by John
Legend, and his second was a

rendition of “Feelin’ Good.”
“You should just sing everywhere,” Moseley said.
Griffiths sang “Fallin’” by Alicia
Keys and “All the Man That I
Need” by Whitney Houston.
“Meeting a freshman with so
much talent already is really great,”
Carter said.
After these final performances,
another round of text votes were
submitted.
James and Walker-Stanley intend
to stay close to their roots for their
on-campus concert, which will take
place on University Day.
“We will definitely be performing
gospel songs,” Walker-Stanley said.
James added that she hopes they
can get guest performers from other
college ministries as well.
For those who are considering
trying out for next year’s competition James offered some words of
wisdom.
“Be true to yourself and honest in
your music and your audience and
the judges will respect that,” she said.

FIND MORE PHOTOS
OF THE R FACTOR AT
THERIDERNEWS.COM

Second place winner Andres Feliz impresses the audience with both of his performances in
the R Factor finale. Milika Griffiths shows emotion while covering songs by Alicia Keys and
Whitney Houston. She placed third in the competition.

W

By Megan Pendagast
ESTMINSTER College

of
the Arts’ rendition of The
Misanthrope is a witty, brilliantly acted take on Molière’s
famous 1666 comedy helmed by associate professor of performing arts and
veteran director Miriam Mills.
The play tells the story of the
misanthrope in question, Alceste,
portrayed by junior musical theater
major Greg Clark, who in the opening
scene expresses his intense distaste for
humanity and his inability to overlook
the flaws of the race.
His close friend and foil Philinte,
played by junior theater major Dan
Argese, argues that Alceste is too rigid
and harsh in his judgments against
people in general, but Alceste refuses to
listen.
Alceste is renowned in his social circle for his frank character and refusal to
kowtow to the social niceties expected
of him. This bluntness gets him into
trouble with a seemingly confident but
truly insecure aspiring poet, Oronte,
played by sophomore theater major
Ethan Levy.
Despite Alceste’s professed aversion
to the hypocrisies of polite society, he
is besotted with a woman who embodies the aspects of the human condition
that he disdains. The object of his
affection is the vivacious and flirtatious Célimène, portrayed by senior
theater major Madeline Calandrillo,
whose kind and sincere cousin Eliante,
played by junior theater major Tess
Ammerman, also loves Alceste.
Philinte frequently states that
Eliante has infinitely more worth
than her faithless cousin, but Alceste
cannot immediately see through the
duplicity of his love. Philinte’s ability

to see Eliante’s true worth contrasts
with every other male in the play who
pines for the engaging but indecisive
Célimène.
The play not only criticizes French
society in the 17th century, but it is also
a study of love versus reason. Alcente
expresses nothing but disdain for
human failings but is himself subject
to them, particularly in regards to
Célimène. While he is widely respected
for his fortitude, his inability to compromise is construed as a weakness, not
a strength.
After juggling Alceste, Oronte and
the marquises Acaste and Clitandre,
played by sophomore musical theater majors Matt Fairlee and Sean
Cackowski respectively, Célimène’s
dishonesty comes to light with the
prodding of a jealous, so-called friend
named Basque, portrayed by freshman
theater major Nicole Sheehan.
Philinte and Eliante are the most
morally upstanding characters and
both recognize the failings of the culture they live in. They also accept the
importance of occasionally concealing
the depth of their opinions in society
for the sake of harmony.
The play is told entirely in verse,
rendering it delightfully rhythmic.
Though it is a comedy of manners and
revolves almost entirely around dialogue, it is also fast-paced and incredibly witty. The cast manages to keep
lines that were written in the 17th century fresh and lively. All of the actors
spoke clearly and enunciated well.
Part of what makes The Misanthrope
so engaging is the excellent banter and
chemistry, most notably between the
two male leads Clark and Argese. The
actors play off of each other whenever they share the stage, exchanging

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

The Misanthrope doesn’t miss a beat

Alceste (Greg Clark) reacts to the flirtatiousness of his lady love Célimène (Madeline Calandrillo).
expressions that seem unrehearsed and
natural. The over-the-shoulder interactions between them in the first scene
firmly establishes their friendship. This
serves to make the viewer feel almost
voyeuristic.
The set design was elegant but
simple with a lavender motif. The lighting was warm and inviting, making the
audience feel as though they are a part
of the play.
The Misanthrope really draws the
viewer in with its rapid-fire dialogue,
lyrical tone and vivid characters. All of
the named characters are distinct and
interesting to watch.
The physical comedy, namely
between Alcente and Philinte and the
two marquises, Acaste and Clitandre,
complements the rapier wit.
The characters’ reactions to absurdity are often as entertaining as the
actual acts of comedy. Philinte’s pained
expression as he listens to Alceste

completely disregard social convention
and insult Oronte’s sonnet makes for an
amusing background event. The same
goes for when Alceste is tortured by
Célimène’s flirting with the marquises
in front of him.
The Misanthrope is a highly entertaining and well-directed play that benefits
from an engaging source material and a
talented cast. It is playing in the Yvonne
Theater from Feb. 27 to March 3 and
tickets are $20 for adults and $10 for
students and senior citizens.
Additional reporting by
Tara DeLorenzo
Contact this writer at
pendagastm@theridernews.com
FIND MORE PHOTOS OF
THE MISANTHROPE AT
THERIDERNEWS.COM
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Don’t let housing
go up in smoke

T

HERE are times in life when
we all take risks — it’s human
nature to want to test the
limits of a rule or boundary. As
students, we tend to play a lot with
the restrictions of campus policy,
thinking we can usually get away with
our actions and come out without a
scratch. Yet lately, more and more
people are getting caught with
marijuana and other paraphernalia
on campus, which results in large
consequences for all students.
We’ve read it in The Rider News’
security briefs, we may know a peer
it has happened to, or maybe we
witnessed Public Safety run off to
bust someone. It seems that students
are increasingly turning a blind eye
to campus rules and New Jersey
laws. In return they’re getting kicked
off campus and possibly put in
handcuffs.
Director of the Office of
Community Standards Keith Kemo
believes there has been a rise in incidents of marijuana possession and
smoking, which can lead to many
sanctions — a crucial one being the
loss of on-campus housing. With a
more serious charge, financial aid
can also be taken from you. Though
in the grand scheme of things, these
consequences may seem small compared to being arrested, housing is a
big deal for students.
It seems as though Rider is
starting to take more action against
smoking pot on campus now than
ever before. While there may have
been a rise in the number of incidents lately, Kemo explained that
campus marijuana issues are cyclical
at Rider.
In accordance with this recent
“reefer” crackdown, the Office of
Community Standards has tried to
reinforce the policy with two posters
around residence halls. One flier
dons a marijuana leaf and reads,
“Do Drugs, Lose Housing,” which
explains that the lowest sanction to
that violation is the loss of housing.

The other has a picture of Uncle
Sam pointing and says, “BEWARE
Marijuana is still illegal for you to
smoke,” and cites the pertinent New
Jersey law and Rider policy.
These posters address a serious
and relevant topic on campus, and
have certainly attracted students’
attention. Kemo believes that there
is probably a mixed reaction to the
posters and some students may have
laughed and hung them in their
room, but he hopes that most take
them seriously. Although a more
creative approach, the message is
presented in a way that students can
relate to. It makes them aware of the
huge risk that accompanies getting
high on campus.
These consequences have always
been a part of Rider’s policy, yet
they are now being posted on walls
and put into action more for students to see. Even though students
may see this punishment as harsh for
a first offense, it is beneficial to the
overall campus well-being that Rider
is trying harder to nip marijuana
smoking and possession in the bud.
Many people, including students, don’t see smoking pot as a
serious drug or issue. Regardless
of your view on the subject, smoking or possessing pot on campus is
against Rider policy, period. Educate
yourself on the campus’ Code of
Conduct and know what you could
be losing before you decide to light
up on university property.

The weekly editorial expresses the
majority opinion of The Rider News.
This week’s editorial was written by
Opinion Editor Kristy Grinere.

Our ad rates are now
cheaper for everyone.

For more information, visit
theridernews.com/place-an-ad

Letters to the Editor

Readers’ responses
to gay-climate report

C

ONGRATULATIONS on your thorough and insightful coverage of LGBTQ matters
on both Rider campuses in the Feb. 22 issue of The Rider News. The combination of history, interviews, survey and individual profiles helped to raise awareness of issues close to the hearts of many of us and to celebrate how far Rider,
like much of America, has come since the bad old, closeted days.
We old-timers remember Dr. Gerald Klein’s 1990s leadership in providing support for LGBTQ individuals through RiderFLAG. At that time, many of us on
the faculty and staff identified ourselves with stickers on our office doors as “gayfriendly” for students who wished confidential support. As your heartening survey
results indicate, the great majority of responding faculty stand ready today to lend
sympathetic support to those still in the closet or questioning. And, happily, among
the present generation of students of all orientations, acceptance of the aims of
Spectrum Pride is strong.

-Katharine T. Hoff
Professor Emerita of English and American Studies

➠
Ridge House, 2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
P 609 896 5256
F 609 895 5696
General Meetings: Sundays at 9 p.m.

Want to advertise with
The Rider News?
Let the students of
Rider University
know about events,
meetings and more!
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congratulate you for The Rider
News’ comprehensive coverage of the
campus environment for LGBTQ
CONT’D FROM P. 8
at Rider. As I taught the Race,
Class and Gender course more than
10 years ago, I became aware of how difficult it was for Rider students to become
openly gay/lesbian on campus. Some progress was achieved with the starting of
RiderFLAG in 1996. More progress has been achieved today thanks to the efforts of
the Spectrum Pride Alliance and recent changes in U.S. culture that point to a greater
respect and tolerance for sexual orientation.
How much more progress is necessary? We need to create an environment at
Rider where people are not judged by their sexual orientation, but by the content of
their character. We need to create a campus environment where LGBTQ students
can be open about their sexual orientation as heterosexuals are, without fear of
verbal violence. But that is not enough. We need a campus community that supports
equal rights in society for LGBTQ persons as it does for heterosexual people. Until
we recognize and support the full humanity of our LGBTQ brothers and sisters,
we cannot be fully human ourselves.
-Dr. Sigfredo Hernandez
Associate professor of marketing

C

ONGRATULATIONS on an absolutely great job of covering Rider and the issue of
sexual orientation. All the pieces were well written, highly informative and valuable for our campuses.
I especially liked how Katie Zeck and the staff wove together, in the piece
that mentions me and in the other pieces, campus history and the contributions of
so many — Mike Rutkowski, faculty, Spectrum Pride Alliance’s president, alums
and students. It is masterful; the staff is excellent at its craft. The writing that mentions me is entirely accurate and of course, I’m happy about that, too.

P

Sophomore Sentiments

WANT to

-Dr. Gerald Klein
Professor of organizational behavior and management

LEASE accept my thanks and congratulations on a great series of articles on the
LGBTQ environment here at Rider in the most recent issue of The Rider News.
They covered many aspects of life here on campus, not just whether or not a
person was comfortable here or not. My sincere appreciation is extended to The
Rider News staff.

-Michael J. Rutkowski
Grants Manager

T

Different cultures
enlighten campus

HIS past week marked Rider’s
International Week, during which
a variety of events were held.
Westminster Choir College started
off with an Art Song Festival on Feb.
22 - 23, while the Lawrenceville campus
held its first event on Feb. 23 in the Bart
Luedeke Center with a Chinese New
Year Celebration, as well as International
Karaoke Pub Night.
There were several educational
opportunities that students had the
chance to take part in each day. From
information on studying abroad to a
lecture on modern Buddhism, students
were able to feel as if they were in
another country.
One of the most exciting events that
took place this week would have to be
the fashion show on Feb. 24. The event
was packed with contributions from several cultures that many people enjoyed.
I liked the fact that Rider decided to
include students in its fashion show
because it made the event more interesting for the audience.
As a German minor, I believe that
it is important for everyone to learn
about other cultures that surround him
or her on a daily basis. This is especially
important since Rider has many international students in attendance each

ROOM SELECTION 2013 - 2014
Pay your $200 room deposit by March 1
(online through MyRider/Student Information/iPay
or in person at the Cashier’s Office in the BLC)

Room Selection Dates - Lawrenceville Campus
Greek Room Selection • April 1
Premium Room Selection • April 3
Singles Room Selection • April 8
Standard Room Selection • April 15-17

Room Selection Dates - Princeton Campus
Standard Room Selection • April 15-17

Information Sessions - Lawrenceville Campus
8 -10 p.m.
February 26, Sweigart Hall 115
March 6, Mercer Room
March 13, Memorial Hall 114
March 27, Sweigart Hall 115
Information Session - Princeton Campus
8-10 p.m.
March 4, Seabrook Lounge

For additional information, please visit:
rider.edu/housing
or call 609-896-5057

year. By seeing what other cultures have
to offer, students will be able to learn
more about their peers.
I really loved that there was an
event held called “Vienna: Language
of Lieder.” “Lieder” means “songs”
in German. The German culture has
intrigued me since I started my studies eight years ago, so I am glad that
this event was made available to Rider
students.
Rider’s newest play is also making
its debut during International Week.
From Feb. 27 through March 3, the
theater department is performing The
Misanthrope. For those who may not
know, this is a French comedy that was
first performed in the 17th Century.
My experience at Rider has become
even more enjoyable because I have
been able to learn about cultures other
than my own. International Week is
especially important and exciting to
those who are a part of the Foreign
Language Department, but because
of the several events that took place
this week, other students have had the
chance to feel the same way.
-Erin Wallace
Sophomore English major
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Women’s Basketball

Broncs seniors aim to end Iona’s win streak

T

Evan Gurman/The Rider News

By Steven Eggert

Career_Services_Ad__101912_Layout 1 10/15/12 5:57 PM Page 1

Junior guard MyNeshia McKenzie has eight points, eight
rebounds, six steals and five assists in a 73-58 win over St. Peter’s.

WO games

are left at Alumni
Gym for the 2012-13 basketball season; the women’s
team hopes to enter the
MAAC tournament on a positive
note.
Rider (14-13, 9-7 MAAC) takes
on Siena (11-16, 7-9 MAAC)
tonight at 7, followed by Iona
(17-11, 12-5 MAAC) on March 3,
which is also senior day.
This season has seen a huge
turnaround by the Broncs. After
a 3-15 record in conference play
last season, they’ve tripled their
MAAC win total this year.
Junior guard MyNeshia
McKenzie believes the experience on the court has led to
improvement.
“We are now a veteran team,”
McKenzie said. “Before, we
were all young and didn’t quite
understand the concepts it took
to be great, and now we have a
better understanding. We have
performed better because our
chemistry is at an all-time high
and we are connecting very well
with each other.”
In the Broncs’ last game against
Siena on Feb. 15, they defeated
the Saints 73-61 on the road.
Siena’s senior forward Lily
Grenci had 24 points and 14
rebounds last time they met. She
is second in the MAAC with 15.1
ppg and third in rebounds with

nine per game.
When the teams face off again
tonight, the Broncs want to defend
the guards effectively while trying
to contain Grenci.
“Defensively, we did a good
job with our perimeter players last
time,” Head Coach Lynn Milligan
said. “They have a great post
player, but we did a good job of
keeping everybody else in check.
We’re going to try the same thing
with their perimeter players, and
then hopefully do a better job on
Grenci than the first time.”
On March 3, the Broncs host
Iona for senior day. Caitlin Bopp
is one of four seniors who will be
graduating after this season.
“I’m already getting emotional
now just thinking about it,” Bopp
said. “These have been the best
four years of my life and I’m so
grateful to have had the opportunity to be a part of this team.”
In addition to Bopp, the other
three players graduating are
graduate forward Carleigh Brown,
guard Dior Brown and guard
Sironda Chambers.
“They’re a terrific group of
seniors,” Milligan said. “Carleigh,
Dior and Caitlin have been with
me for four years. Sironda came
in as a transfer and has been with
us for two years. When they got
to this program, they wanted to
make it a better place and they’ve
worked really hard. I’m very

proud of them.”
Rider will also seek retribution
after losing 88-58 the last time
these two teams faced off.
“Iona has some great players
who love to shoot the ball,” Bopp
said. “I think the last game got to
everyone’s head and messed us up.
We just need to focus on us, not
Iona.”
Iona currently has a six-game
win streak. The Broncs’ defense
will need to improve if they want
to win on March 3.
“In the Iona game, we didn’t
play very good defense and they
got off to a hot start, which hurt
us,” McKenzie said. “In this game,
we’re going to be focusing on
defense. If our defense is on, that
leads to great offense.”
Aside from undefeated Marist,
the conference standings are very
competitive going into the last
weekend of the MAAC regular
season. The Broncs are in fifth
place in the conference, but can
finish as high as second.
“The great thing about the conference this year is that everything
is so tight,” Milligan said. “We
have no idea who we’re playing or
what seed we are. We know what
seeds we’re not going to be, but
we’re just going to keep working
on us and try and get better every
day.”

SPRING CaReeR FaIR

Thursday, March 28, 2013 • 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Resume Blitz . . .

Get Ready for the Spring Career Fair

Monday, March 25 • Tuesday, March 26
Wednesday, March 27
9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
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Softball

A

By Tom Albano
FTER a

break from action, the softball team is
preparing hard for the Patriot Classic, set to take
place on March 1-3 at George Mason in Fairfax,
Va.
Rider (1-3) will be playing five games over a threeday span, consisting of two against George Mason
(2-4), two against Cornell and one against Rutgers
(2-3). These games kick off a true regular-season
pace for the team, following a three-week break since
playing at the Hampton Inn Pirate Classic at East
Carolina in Greenville, N.C.
Rider struggled during the Pirate Classic on Feb.
9-10, finishing with a 1-3 record. Despite this, freshman pitcher and first baseman Montana Berg believes
that it was a very good learning experience.
“As a team, we learned what our strengths and
weaknesses were and have been working on them,”
Berg said. “Heading into the weekend, I think we all
have higher expectations of one another and are hoping for some solid wins.”
The team felt that the Pirate Classic served as a
learning experience for its young players. The team

The Nineteenth Annual
The Services
Eden Autism
Nineteenth Annual
Princeton
Lecture
Series
Eden Autism
Services
Princeton Lecture Series
Join us for an open forum where
leading authorities in the field present new
findings and future possibilities for the treatment
and awareness of autism.
Eric HollandEr, M.d.
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
ValEriE Hu, Ph.d.
George Washington University School of Medicine
ronald coMEr, Ph.d.
Princeton University
Marilyn BEnoit, M.d.
Devereux Programs
The daylong lecture concludes with a
Q&A panel comprised of experts in the field.

Friday, March 22, 2013

Friend Center, Princeton University

For more information or to register visit
www.princetonlectureseries.org
or callFor
(609)
987-0099
ext. 4010.
more
information
or to register visit:
www.princetonlectureseries.org
or call (609) 987-0099 ext. 4010.

consists of only three seniors and two juniors, while
the rest is composed of freshmen and sophomores.
Despite the fact there are few older players, hopes for
this season remain high among the team.
“I believe that the expectation for this season
outside of the team is very low due to how young we
are as a whole,” sophomore shortstop Gina McCool
said. “However, the expectations for this season within
our ball club is that we have the talent to beat anyone
on our schedule. How we use our talent, whether it
be collectively or individually, will be the difference
between wins and losses.”
McCool said that the team is very excited to get
back on the field after three weeks off as it focuses on
the upcoming Patriot Classic.
“We are looking forward to making sure we have
corrected the mistakes from the weekend at East
Carolina and find other things to work on,” McCool
said.
While the team has been training and focusing on
working hard during practices the past three weeks,
Berg said it has been difficult to get training done
because of weather conditions.
“With the weather being so up and down, it’s been
difficult to find good days to even make it out onto the
field,” Berg said. “But when we do make it out, we
make the most of it. There are only so many things we
can work on indoors.”
Freshman infielder and catcher Kim Valdes also
mentioned specifics about what the team has been
working on during the practices.
“We have been focusing on situation hitting, special
plays and keeping good communication and energy,”
Valdes said.
Most importantly, the team believes that mentality
is going to be a major part of its game. The Broncs
are going to take it one game at a time, while challenging themselves physically and mentally. McCool
believes that capitalizing on and learning from mistakes will make this team stronger.

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Broncs try to change luck at Patriot Classic

Sophomore shortstop Gina McCool hit .222 for the Broncs in their
first four games. Rider travels to George Mason this weekend.
“Winning at this level is about gaining information
each day, whether it be from opponents or our own
mistakes and using it to better ourselves,” she said.

Baseball

Rider building success
after wins at Norfolk St.

S

By Steve Sica

PRING is

coming and the Broncs are finally back
on the diamond. After a series wins at Norfolk
(2-4) on Feb. 24-25, the Broncs are looking to
continue their early success against Radford (5-2)
for a three-game series on March 1-3.
Overall, the Broncs (2-1) felt confident in their first
performance of the season.
“This was the first time we’ve been on dirt and
grass in a while,” Head Coach Barry Davis said. “So I
thought we handled ourselves pretty well out there.”
Senior pitcher Chris Taylor also felt that last weekend posted a solid start.
“I think our overall performance this weekend was
pretty good,” Taylor said. “It was the first weekend, so
there is always going to be some good and bad in the
way we play. But now we know what we have to work
on.”
Although the outcomes were positive, Davis and
the Broncs felt that the team still has some rust to
shake off.
“The hitting could improve, and some things don’t
look as sharp as they should,” Davis said. “The winter
has been tough, but the guys’ attitudes are good. They
recognize that we have to play a little bit better.”
The Broncs will have a tough test coming up this
weekend when they head back to Virginia to play
against Radford.
“Radford is going to be very good,” Davis said.
“They’ve beaten some quality opponents. They’re not
going to be intimidated by us at all, but it’s a great
challenge for our team.”
The Broncs know that Radford is one of the better

teams in the Big South.
“They’re a good team,” sophomore pitcher Kurt
Sowa said. “So we’ll have to just get mentally ready
more than anything, since we don’t have a full week of
practice as we would normally have.”
After the Broncs’ trip to Radford is over, they’ll head
back north to play against two more quality teams —
Lafayette and Lehigh.
“We know this week that we are going up against better teams,” Taylor said. “This is a short week for us so
we’re just going to try and have a good week of practice
and go over scouting reports and be prepared as much
as we can.”
The players agree that in order to compete with a
team like Radford, they’re going to have to make the
most of this week’s practices.
“We are going to work hard on things in practice this
week,” sophomore infielder Greg Fazio said. “Things
that we could have done better in games and continue
working as we had been preseason.”
It’s still early in the year for the Broncs but, with a
whole season ahead of them, Davis isn’t stressing too
much just yet.
“Certainly it’s a long year, and we don’t want to get
too crazy,” Davis said. “You’re never as good as you
think you are, but you’re never as bad as you think you
are either.”
For Taylor, this will be his last season at Rider, and
he’s looking to make the most of it.
“This season is especially important because you
want to go out on top and anything else wouldn’t be
good enough,” Taylor said. “This could be the last time
I play baseball, so I want it to be a season to remember.”
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Men’s Basketball

F

By Cristiana Votta
OR the

second time this year, the
Broncs have defeated first-place
Niagara.
On Feb. 28, Rider (17-13, 11-6
MAAC) took the road and defeated
Niagara (17-12, 12-5 MAAC) 68-59.
Senior guard Jon Thompson scored 25
points in the victory that puts the Broncs
just one game out of first place.
The Broncs will look to continue
their march toward the top spot in the
MAAC when they take on Canisius (1711, 10-6 MAAC) on March 2.
“We are going to play on their home
court, so that’s already an advantage
for them,” Head Coach Kevin Baggett
said. “We just have to go up there and
be ready to compete.”
The Broncs defeated Charleston
Southern (16-10, 11-3 BSC) at home
on Feb. 23 by a score of 61-54.
Although the game wasn’t the Broncs’
strongest performance of the year, they
came out on top.
“I didn’t think we played very well,
but I thought the guys continued to
compete and we just found a way to
win,” Baggett said. “I would say, from a
defensive standpoint, it is probably the
best thing that came out of the game.
We just continued to battle and found a
way to win.”
Senior center Dera Nd-Ezuma
shared similar thoughts.
“Playing defense and playing
together was definitely a key to the
game,” Nd-Ezuma said. “We got the
win by simply playing hard and having
fun out there.”
The games against Niagara and
Canisius mark the end of regular
conference play, to be followed by the

MAAC Championships on March 9-11
in Springfield, Mass.
“It’s really emotional for me because
this is it for me,” Nd-Ezuma said. “My
basketball days are numbered, and
I’m trying to make the best of what is
left. We can’t control how everything
is thrown at us, but we can determine
how we want to end it.”
The team realizes that the next few
games are important and that they
can’t take anything for granted.
“Every game is a must-win for us,
Baggett said. “We need to win every
single game at this point to give ourselves a chance to either come in first
or to be one of the top teams in the
league.”
Each school the Broncs face from
here on out will bring a competitive
game.
“I just think that at this point in the
year, you have to let the game unfold
and you have to try and pull your own
destiny in terms of winning the games
that you need to win,” Baggett said.
“Everyone in the MAAC is pretty logjammed in terms of standings so I think
it’s just a matter of playing it out and
seeing who you will take on next at the
end of the day.”
With a possible MAAC championship in reach, the Broncs look to finish
off the season strongly and successfully.
“Each game will be tough, but to
be the best, we have to beat the best,”
Nd-Ezuma said.
Contact this writer at
vottac@theridernews.com

Ben Strahle/The Rider News

Thompson scores 25
in win over Niagara

Junior guard Nurideen Lindsay helped the Broncs to their 17-13 overall record. The Broncs are looking for one final push as the regular season comes to an end and the MAAC playoffs begin.

Track and Field

Rider’s best ready for tough IC4A/ECAC events

A

By Christopher Brooks
FTER a

strong performance at the MAAC
championships, select members of the men’s
and women’s track and field teams look to
continue their good fortune at the IC4A/ECAC
Championships held in Boston from March 1-3.
This season the Broncs will bring 24 of their athletes to Boston, and Head Coach Bob Hamer could
not be more pleased with the turnout.
“I am very happy with the number of qualifiers we
have this year,” Hamer said. “We have the most individual qualifiers for the women’s team that we have
ever had since I have been coach.”
Rider has 12 women qualifying this year, four of
whom are freshmen: La’tazah Coleman, Dashana
Ransome, Daria Chadwick and Madeline Hummel.
All competed in sprints, hurdles and jumps this season.
Though it is their first time competing in this event,
Hamer does not have any doubts.
“We knew the freshman women all had the ability
to qualify, but it can be a difficult transition from high
school to college, and they are handling it very well,”
Hamer said.
But not everyone competing is a stranger to the
IC4A/ECAC Championships. Senior distance runner
Greg Wesh has been to this event many times before

‘‘

Everyone doesn’t get a chance to
come to this meet, so to come out and
place at this is big.”
 Senior Hurdler James Burroughs

and knows what to expect.
“It feels really good to qualify,” Wesh said. “I’ve
been qualifying for IC4A in the 800-meter since
freshman year, but this year I’ve broadened the scope
of what I do and actually qualified in six events. This
meet means a bit more because it is an opportunity for
you to shine individually, but also bring a great deal of
recognition and honor to your school and your team.”
The Broncs know it won’t be easy but are hopeful
for positive results.
“It will be extremely difficult for any of our athletes
to win their event,” Hamer said. “We have had only
a handful of ECAC/IC4A champions in the history
of the program, but we have several athletes who will
have an opportunity to finish in the top eight and
become All-East. Junior Steve Brown and seniors
James Burroughs and David Hightower have been

All-East in the past, and they are looking to improve
upon their performances from last year.”
Though this is one of the most important events
this season, the Broncs do not plan on training
extensively prior to the meet. Burroughs, who is coming off of a shoulder injury obtained at the MAAC
Championships, will be taking it a little slower before
his trip to Boston.
“The preparations for the meets are a little different,” Burroughs said. “We do not do as much
volume in workouts or lifting as we would normally
do throughout the year because we are trying to rest
our bodies. In the championship part of the season,
we focus more on our technique and top-end speed so
that we are in our best possible form.”
The Broncs prepare in hopes that they can perform to their optimal potential during this difficult
weekend.
“Competition will definitely be stiffer this weekend,” Burroughs said. “You are bringing together
people who are good at their events and trying to see
who is the best of the best. Everyone doesn’t get a
chance to come to this meet, so to come out and place
at this is big.”

