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Singing Showdown

Rider crowns victor in R factor finale

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Clockwise from top left, Megan Scheels, Angelina Valente, Serena Venditto, Jimmy Magrann, Whitney Wilson, Erik Krieg, Marrissa Joy (MJ) Chatman and Rory Connolly were the eight final contestants in Rider’s version of The X-factor.To read more about the competition see “The R Factor selects sovereign singer”on p. 6.

New program eases Student defense classes
scheduling stress
combat stranger danger
By Rachel Stengel
stengelr@theridernews.com
Students will not find the
gray course selection booklets
or the yellow scheduling grids
littering the deans’ offices this
semester because of the new
Enhanced Course Roster program, which aims to assist students with the fall 2012 course
selection process, beginning
March 5.
Rather than students
physically blocking out their
potential class times on course
selection grids, the Enhanced
Course Roster system creates
the schedule for them. The
program is not used to register
for classes, only to plan out
one’s schedule.
Jonathan Millen, associate dean of Liberal Arts, said
the motivation behind the
Enhanced Course Roster was

Opinion:

to make course selection a
paperless, user-friendly process.
Students can access the
Enhanced Course Roster
by clicking the “View and
Open All Course Lists” tab
after clicking on the “Student
Information” tab on their
myRider portal. Upon clicking the Enhanced Course
Roster link, the program will
open to an interactive list with
all available courses for fall
2012 on both campuses.
Students can filter their
search by subject, course, section, title, instructor, days,
times, restriction and prerequisites. Also, there is a general
search bar located in the right
hand corner for easy use.
Sophomore
Heather
Boner said the filtering fea-

p. 8

Inappropriate
instruction?

See Schedule, p. 3

F&E:

By Katie Zeck
zeckk@theridernews.com
In light of the multiple
attempted luring incidents that
have occurred on campus in
the last year, it’s no wonder two
students felt that the female
student population of Rider
could use a few pointers on
self-defense.
In conjunction with the
Leadership
Development
Program (LDP) and Head of
Public Safety Vickie Weaver,
freshman accounting major
Evan Gurman and senior
behavioral neuroscience major
Tina Forsythe developed the
idea of organizing self-defense
programs that any woman on
campus could attend in order
to acquire self-defense skills.
“The single most important thing that any self-defense

See Self-defense, p. 3
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Shakespeare’s
twisted love story

Nate LaBrusciano/The Rider News

Freshman Evan Gurman and senior Tina Forsythe demonstrate
a common attack that will be taught in their self-defense class.
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Men’s swim and dive
makes splash at MAACs
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2012

summer
sessions

Fast-track your studies with
Rider’s Summer Sessions
for Undergraduate and
Graduate Students.
You can complete a course in just three or six
weeks, in the classroom or online, with plenty
of time to relax!
n

Accelerate completion of your degree requirements
— faster than you ever thought possible!

n

Enjoy convenient day and evening classes —
or study anytime, anywhere with our exciting
online offerings.

n Take advantage of our convenient payment plan or

employer tuition reimbursement program.
Summer Session I
May 14 – June 27
May 14 – June 18 (Graduate Education,
Leadership and Counseling)
Summer Session II
July 2 – August 16
July 2 – August 7 (Graduate Education,
Leadership and Counseling)
Course dates and formats may vary depending on your program.

So enjoy your summer — and get ahead, too!
Register now for Rider’s summer sessions.

609-896-5033

n

www.rider.edu/summer

The

Rider News

Friday, Feb. 24, 2012

3

Self-Defense

Security Briefs

trainee should know is that
you are never incapable of
defending yourself,” Forsythe
said. “The bad situations that
people find themselves in are
often preventable, so right from
the start, people’s actions and
words are the first form of selfdefense.”
Gurman brought his idea
to hold these programs to
Associate Director of the LDP
Laura Seplaki. From there,
Gurman was put in touch with
Weaver, who connected him
to Forsythe, a resident advisor
(RA) in Hill Hall. Forsythe had
organized similar self-defense
workshops for her residents.
“The past self-defense
workshops I’ve held through
Residence Life programs have
been successful but small, so I
was excited when Evan contacted me to expand the programs
to the whole campus,” Forsythe
said.
Gurman said the programs
were started because he found a
need for self-defense classes at
Rider.
“I mainly got concerned
after hearing about all the [luring] cases happening on and
around Rider, so I feel that the
best time is now,” he said.
In the past year, the
University has experienced
more than its fair share of intrusions. In March of 2011, Tony
Kadyhrob allegedly grabbed
and tried to coerce a 19-yearold female student into his car
as she was walking toward Z
lot. Last October, Jamar Square
allegedly followed a female student into Ziegler Hall. Also
last November, an unidentified
Asian male allegedly attempted
to verbally lure a student into
his car as she was walking across
R lot.
According to the website

Two male resident students’ smoking hide-out was
revealed when Lawrence
Township police followed
them behind a closed business on Monday, Jan. 30, at
3:01 a.m.
The police investigated
and found suspected marijuana in plain sight in one
student’s car. The officers
arrested and charged the students with possession of suspected marijuana.
The matter was reported
to Public Safety on Monday,
Feb. 13, at which time the
students were charged with
university violations.

Continued from p. 1

for Arming Women Against
Rape and Endangerment
(AWARE), women at the age
of 21 have a 1 in 4 chance of
experiencing a violent crime in
their lives. All the more reason,
Forsythe said, that the defense
programs would be highly beneficial to the campus community.
Both Gurman and Forsythe
are qualified to instruct the
programs with a combined 24
years of martial arts training
between the two of them. A
student of Shito-Ryu Japanese
Karate for 14 years, Forsythe
has also been an instructor of
the karate form for the past six
years. Gurman has had three
years of karate training and
seven in Taekwondo.
Weaver has helped in supplying additional resources and
handouts that provide selfdefense strategies for the programs. She has helped Gurman
and Forsythe coordinate all the
logistics of launching a physical and interactive self-defense
program on campus.
“I gave some recommendations on the format, but the
credit goes to Evan and Tina
for their hard work, commitment and desire to share their
expertise with others in a wellstructured and informative program,” Weaver said.
According to Forsythe,
there will be four sections that
make up one entire program.
“First, we will instruct
women on ways to prevent ever
even being in the situation to
use forceful attacks — that’s
half of self-defense,” Forsythe
said. “The program then progresses to hands-on self-defense
techniques against commonplace attacks.”
The next set of activities
includes how to properly use
body language and the correct
tone of voice. Then women
will learn how to pick up on
environmental cues and realize

Sneaky smokers

Nate LaBrusciano/The Rider News

Forsythe, left, who has taught Shito-Ryu Japanese Karate for
the past six years, has held prior defense programs in Hill Hall.
that simple, everyday items can
be used as makeshift weaponry
if need be.
“Next, a ‘one-hit wonder’
activity will help our campus’
ladies identify sensitive targets
to strike at before making a
fast getaway from an attacker,”
Forsythe explained. “Finally,
Evan and I will demonstrate
and guide partners in handson techniques against the most
common forms of attack in a
safe environment.”
Female students on campus
are excited about the added
security they will feel when
walking around campus.
“I feel like it’s really
great that someone is offering these types of classes here
at Rider,” said sophomore
Tiffany Morales. “My parents worry with me being a
young girl away at school, but
something like this would definitely put them more at ease.”
Seplaki is especially pleased
with the goals of the programs
and with the initiative the students took to make it happen.
“I hope that these workshops are a positive experience
for all involved,” she said. “It is
important for every woman on
campus to be proactive — to

Schedule

Continued from p. 1

Photo courtesy of Rhon Fitzwater

The screenshot above is an example of how the Enhanced
Course Roster populates a student’s potential schedule.

tures make finding specific
classes much easier.
“[The Enhanced Course
Roster] helps because you not
only reduce the amount of time
it takes to plan your schedule,
but it allows you to choose
classes much more specifically,”
Boner said. “I have a class that
I want to take with a specific
teacher next semester and this
made the process a lot more
efficient. No one wants to play
a guessing game.”
Clicking the star on the
left side of each course adds it
to the schedule. If a student
should choose two conflicting
courses, a warning will appear,
but the course will still be added.
First-time users will be

become aware of strategies that
promote personal safety and
learn ways in which she can
defend herself if a dangerous
situation is unavoidable. This
is also a wonderful opportunity
for Evan and Tina to step up as
student leaders and contribute
their talents and knowledge to
educate and enrich the lives of
their peers.”
The women’s self-defense
programs will be held on Feb.
29 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in
the Fireside Lounge, on March
2 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in
the Student Recreation Center
(SRC) Seminar Room and on
March 5 from 7:30 p.m. to
9 p.m. in the SRC Aerobics
Room.
Gurman and Forsythe
are also planning on holding
a men’s self-defense program
sometime after spring break.
To sign up for the classes,
email either gurmane@rider.edu
or forsythet@rider.edu to let them
know which day you would be
interested in attending.

asked to experience a guided
tour. If students wish to revisit
the tour, they can access it
through the help button at the
top of the screen.
Once their rosters are complete, students can save the
PDF files for print or to keep
on record.
Sophomore
Ashley
Theosmy said she is pleased
with the program and believes
the simplicity of the system will
attract students.
“Using the new Enhanced
Course Roster has been a great
experience for me,” Theosmy
said. “I found that it was very
easy to use and makes the whole
process of course selection a lot
easier. I’m sure that the rest of
the University will enjoy the
system update just as much as I
have.”

Dazed and confused
A stumbling student
became a main concern
for Public Safety officers
on patrol in Lincoln Hall
Wednesday, Feb. 15, at 2:54
a.m.
While in the residence
hall, the officers came across
a female student lying on the
floor. Her speech was slurred
and she appeared not to comprehend what was being said
to her. The officers immediately called an ambulance.
While waiting for the
ambulance, the student
became coherent and told
the officers that she had been
drinking and that she was
underage.
Upon arrival, emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) assessed the student
and determined that she did
not need immediate attention but offered trasportation
to the hospital. The student
declined.
The matter was referred
to the Office of Community
Standards.

Ankle ache
An injury in the Phi
Sigma Sigma house brought
Public Safety to its doorstep
and left one sister in physical
pain.
On Friday, Feb. 17, at
8:36 p.m., Public Safety
received a call from a sister
of Phi Sigma Sigma reporting a medical emergency.
Once at the house, the officer
observed that the student’s
ankle was wrapped in a cloth.
The officer who assessed the
ankle noticed that it was
swollen and the student complained of pain when pressure was added to the joint.
A friend of the student later
took her to a nearby hospital
for further treatment.
Information provided by Director
of Rider’s Department of Public
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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Former prof examines realistic views of education
By Rachel Stengel
stengelr@theridernews.com
A past Rider professor
with a historical connection to
New Jersey and black history
presented a documentary and
spoke about the positives of
alternative routes to a successful
education Wednesday night.
Dr. Mildred Rice Jordan, a
former professor in the School
of Education, is the granddaughter of Reverend Walter
A. Rice, who founded the New
Jersey Manual Training and
Industrial School for Colored
Youth in Bordentown in 1886.
She said she believes in the type
of education her grandfather
established — one that focused
on teaching African American
children practical tools to use in
the workforce.
“There are maybe 600,000
jobs for welders, machinists,
carpenters, electricians and
plumbers,” Rice Jordan said.
“We are critically short of the
skilled trades, and one of the
reasons is because we haven’t
learned how, in this society, to
educate children of color.”
The Bordentown School

was the only “racially segregated, co-educational, statesupported, secondary boarding
school” in the North, according
to Rice Jordan. In its 69-year
history, the school struggled to
find a balance between training
African American students for
industrial jobs and offering college preparatory courses.
Rice Jordan said that it
is not sensible to assume all
students will take a traditional
path to education as is expected
in today’s society.
“The value of a college
degree in our society is declining because we put too much
emphasis on passing standardized tests and everybody going
to college,” she said. “Is it realistic for all children to go to
college?”
The documentary shown
at the event, A Place Out of
Time — The Bordentown
School, chronicled the history
of the Manual Training and
Industrial School for Colored
Youth from its establishment
to its end in 1955. Former
Bordentown students planned
a reunion as they discussed the

The Rider News online
Don’t miss a new video
on our website this week.
Check out how soon-to-be
graduates feel about their
chances in the current job
market at:
www.theridernews.com.

Katelyn White/The Rider News

Photo of the Week

A serene view of Centennial Lake and Lake House from the
gazebo highlights this year’s mild winter. To have your Riderthemed photo featured in The Rider News as “Photo of the
Week,” email sarlom@rider.edu.

lasting impact the school left on
them. Many spoke about the
opportunities it provided for
African American children of
the time.
According to Rice Jordan,
there must be a different
approach when educating
African American youth from
underprivileged areas.
“You’re going to say that
everybody’s starting from the
same place, children from inner
city schools have the same
opportunities as children in
suburban schools?” Rice Jordan
said. “No, that’s not true.”
The state of schools in
terms of segregation has not
grown much despite the historical Brown v. Board of Education
case, which declared separate
but equal schools unconstitutional, Rice Jordan said.
“It’s been nearly six
decades since Brown v. Board of
Education and now schools are
re-segregated,” Rice Jordan.
“So, the Brown promise
did not work out. Many African
American parents were very
happy to feel that their children
were going to get equal educa-

Nate LaBrusciano/The Rider News

Mildred Rice Jordan spoke to a crowd of faculty and students in
the Cavalla Room about the legacy of the Bordentown school.
tional opportunities, but now
they don’t.”
Unsafe environments prevent educational opportunities
for advancement sometimes,
Rice Jordan said. She contends
that the government should
invest in boarding schools
that nurture students’ abilities
and establish protective atmospheres, similar to Bordentown.
“I would really like to

see this country use boarding
schools as an alternative because
there are some kids who need to
be safe,” Rice Jordan said. “It
costs $38,000 to $48,000 a year
to send somebody to prison. So
we couldn’t send some kids who
are not going to make it in the
inner city to boarding school
where they would have a safe,
secure home as they did in the
Bordentown school.”

New CBA curriculum to better
students’ job marketability
By Amar Kapadia
Rider students enrolled
in the College of Business
Administration will be able to
better climb the global corporate ladder with help from a
new curriculum being implemented next fall.
This new curriculum
is designed to help students
become better prepared for
the working world, according
to Dr. Anne Carroll, associate
dean for undergraduate programs. What helped prompt
these changes was that the
school wanted to give students
a more well-rounded view of
the business world.
“We heard from employers
and executives in particular that
having a broad, global perspective was extremely important in
today’s business environment,
since virtually all firms are global firms,” Carroll said.
These new requirements
will only apply to incoming
freshmen and transfer students
and will not be retroactive
to those students already in
the business program, Carroll
explained.
The new curriculum will
require international business
students to take two international business electives as
opposed to the current requirement of one, she said. In addition, business students will be
required to take six credits of
liberal arts courses.
This requirement, Carroll

said, will help give students
“the social, the cultural and the
political context in which businesses operate.”
She said that this will help
the students see “how business
fits into the big picture.”
“I’m glad that the new curriculum will help us in the job
market after graduation,” sophomore accounting major Karen
Canino said. “It’s hard enough
finding a good job within your
major after graduation, but at
least Rider is trying to help.”
The program will also
require business students to
take a course honing their interpersonal or leadership skills.
“It’s inescapable,” Carroll
said. “Every student in the
College of Business will have
the opportunity to develop and
practice their leadership skills
through a course in our socalled leadership menu,” she
explained.
Another change being
made to the business curriculum is the addition of curriculum-embedded career preparation .
Carroll explained that the
current generation of students,
which she refers to as “millennials,” will change jobs and
careers more frequently than
previous generations did.
“We believe that the skills
associated with changing careers
and planning a career path are
so important now for students,”
she said.

This means that the students entering the new curriculum will have to take a few
single-credit courses on career
planning and perspectives.
“These courses are intended to be developmental,” she
said. “Students will take these
courses throughout their time
here at Rider.”
Among the things students
will develop in the program are
résumé writing, interviewing
and networking skills.
Dr. Mark Promislo, assistant professor of management,
also said that the new program
will be good for students.
“I’m excited about the new
curriculum,” he said. “There’s
a new emphasis on leadership, which I think will benefit
all of the incoming students.
There are also new courses on
career development as well as
three new classes that will focus
exclusively on professional and
career development, and I think
that will be not only essential
for the students, but an advantage for Rider as we compete
against other schools in attracting students.”
Lastly, students in the new
curriculum will also have more
leeway in choosing electives,
according to Carroll. This new
freedom will allow business students to pursue other interests
within the university. However,
main elements such as the general business core will remain
the same.
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Students still play, even though Kat is away
sonable, down-to-earth barBy Lisa Henderson
hendersonl@theridernews.com tenders and the drinks are very
Rider students experienced
an emotional loss recently when
their beloved Katmandu bar
and nightclub in Trenton closed
at the end of January for renovations until spring.
Attending Katmandu has
become a Thursday night tradition among Rider students, as
well as those of other colleges
in the area. After a person’s 21st
birthday, it seems hard to resist
a night of dancing, socializing, thumping music and $1
domestic beers following a long
week of classes.
Plans for a replacement restaurant and nightclub called
Rho have already been revealed
to the public, but the facility
is not set to open until April.
Where does that leave students
in the nightlife department —
in hibernation until the weather
breaks?
Despite the loss of
Katmandu, there are still other
options for having a good time.
For those who are 21, McGuinn’s
Place in Lawrenceville is also
a longtime tradition for Rider
students, with its cozy holein-the-wall atmosphere and
reasonably-priced drinks.
“It’s a friendly environment,” McGuinn’s bartender and Rider senior Diana
Passarelli said. “We have per-

cheap. It’s also in very close
proximity to campus. We have
delicious food, live entertainment and a great social atmosphere with beer pong, pool
tables and shuffle board.”
McGuinn’s, located on
Brunswick Avenue near the
Route 1 circle, also offers daily
$1 beer specials, which some
may find hard to pass up.
For those who are under
21 and looking for a change
of scenery, Slocum’s may be
the answer. It is located on
Pennington Road in Ewing and
is home to a bowling alley, bar
and restaurant.
“Slocum’s is great,” junior
Olivia Santoro said. “It’s cheap
and the employees there are
really fun. Everyone loves bowling.”
As Slocum’s is located very
close to both Rider and The
College of New Jersey, the
crowd is always a mixture of
students from both schools,
especially on Tuesday nights.
“I love the environment
at Slocum’s,” junior Dave
Hightower said. “You may not
even know the people in the
lanes on your left or right, but
you’ll still interact and have
fun.”
Junior Brianna Levy went
to Slocum’s on Fat Tuesday to
help celebrate the Mardi Gras

www.facebook.com, www.trentonian.com

Both Slocum’s and McGuinn’s allow students to have fun without emptying their pockets.
festivities taking place. She
warns prospective bowlers to
arrive by 8 p.m. as the lanes
tend to fill up quickly.
“Since I wasn’t lucky
enough to go to New Orleans
with my friends, it was nice
to go to Slocum’s and get the
Mardi Gras feel,” she said.
“They gave out T-shirts and
beads. Unfortunately, I wasn’t
there early enough to receive
either or even play a little ten
pin.”
While Lawrenceville offers
alternatives to Katmandu, most
students are very sad to see it

go. Some students have taken
to Havana in New Hope, Pa.,
a bar, restaurant and venue for
live entertainment.
“Havana is kind of like
a smaller Katmandu, which
makes it cool,” junior Mike
Hinds said.
Havana offers many of
the same social aspects that
Katmandu once did, for those
who find themselves yearning
for a blast from the past.
“On Thursdays it’s $1 beer
night at Havana, so I migrated
there,” junior Lauren Mazurek
said.

As summer and graduation
continue to creep closer, the
need to make every night count
seems more important than
ever. Students want to ensure
that their years are packed with
fun, memories are made and
friendships are strengthened
before it’s too late.
One thing is for sure, however. Whether a person has
turned 21 already or not, he
or she should not give up hope
— soon the sun will show itself
once again and indoor options
will no longer be the only recreational activities available.

New Jersey student adopts New York state of mind
By Nicole Veenstra
veenstran@theridernews.com
Combining the fastpaced lifestyle of New York
with a limited sleep schedule
may sound like a recipe for
disaster to some; add a full
class schedule to the mix and
Danyelle Johnson’s routine during Mercedes-Benz’s New York
Fashion Week is complete.
Johnson, a junior, is double majoring in graphic design
and fine arts and interning at

Showroom Seven in New York
City. According to the website,
“Showroom Seven has a 20-year
history of providing sales, public relations, showroom and
business services to fashion
and lifestyle clients around the
globe.”
During Fashion Week,
waking up at 5 a.m. in order to
get ready and make the train by
7:12 a.m. became normal for
Johnson. She began as a regular
intern but was soon promoted
to owner’s assistant.

www.showroomseven.com

Showroom Seven has showrooms in New York, Los Angeles and
Paris and deals with fashion designers from around the world.

“There were times when I
didn’t know when I’d get sleep
the next day,” she said.
Although her days were
long and she found herself frequently juggling multiple projects, Johnson was also able to
enjoy some of the perks of
working during “New York’s
most fashionable week,” as stylist and designer Rachel Zoe
refers to it.
She attended a runway
show by Charlotte Ronson,
an English designer who also
creates an affordable line for
JCPenney, where she was able
to meet both Charlotte Ronson
and Twilight actress Nicki Reed.
However, Johnson says that
though she has always been
interested in drawing — she
credits her talent to her grandmother — fashion is a more
recent interest.
A self-described tomboy
because of the wide range of
sports she played growning up,
Johnson discovered her “girly
side” after competing as a finalist in the Miss New Jersey Teen
pageant.
“I know it’s a cliché, but
clothes are a way of expressing

myself,” she said.
Since starting her internship at the end of January,
Johnson says confidence and
self-expression have become
necessary character traits.
She says tough skin is a
requirement for those who work
in the fashion industry because
“even when you feel like you’re
doing a good job, there’s always
room for criticism.”
Professor
Deborah
Rosenthal, professor of fine
arts at Rider and Johnson’s
adviser since freshman year,
feels Johnson has what it takes,
describing her as “somebody
that has the capacity and is willing to go the distance.”
The relationship between
the professor and student has
been positive since the beginning.
“She’s the one who convinced me to become an art
major,” Johnson said about
Rosenthal. “She’s guided me in
the right direction.”
Rosenthal says she takes her
role as a professor and adviser
very seriously.
“My role as professor is to
stand behind [my students],

pushing them up the hill as
much as I can,” Rosenthal said.
Rosenthal is also proud of
the way Johnson has taken her
future into her own hands.
“The experience of college
is an experiment of expansion,
a deepening of things you were
interested in early on,” she said.
“[Johnson] has had the initiative to be able to go out and
find this internship.”
Although Johnson is unsure
of her future with Showroom
Seven, she says it has been an
experience that endowed her
with life skills and will help her
in the future.
“It’s been a great experience,” she said. “Even though
it’s an unpaid internship, it’s
still rewarding.”
Johnson says that the
opportunities she has encountered would have been vastly
different if she had attended a
different college, which is why
she credits Rider for much of
her success.
“I’m really grateful to be
here at Rider,” she said. “It’s
really opened doors for me
while being here.”
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FMagic
ooling with Affection
joins romance in A Midsummer Night’s Dream
By Monica Jaramillo
Imagine a timeless story inspired by
and focused on undying love, but with a
twist — it is a love that could never exist
in the real world. A Midsummer Night’s
Dream is a comedy in which romance is
key, but when one character attempts to
meddle with love, he ends up making a
huge mess of things.
This past weekend saw four showings
of this classic Shakespearean play by Rider
University’s Theater Department, directed
by Trent Blanton. Performances were held
in the Bart Luedeke Center Theater Feb.
17 through Feb. 20.
Rider’s Theater program interpreted
this story in a unique way; the actors gave
the play a modern twist but stayed true to
the plot, changing very little. Some dialogue was removed in order to give speaking roles to certain characters to further
develop their personalities.
Each cast member contributed an
incredible portrayal of his or her character.
The cast ranged from actors of all different ages and years, yet all brought talent Sophomore Greg Clark and senior Kelcie
and experience to the stage. Theseus, Ammerman. Egeus, the controlling father,
the Duke was played by sophomore was played by freshman Sean Magnacca.
Alexander Robin Kass and Hippolyta, his The roles of lovers Hermia and Lysander
wife to be, was played by sophomore Tess were played by sophomore Heather Boner

Photos by Nate LaBrusciano/The Rider News

Kosberg portray the outlandish fairy king and queen as fairies observe the scene.
and freshman Sean Cackoski. Demetrius
and Helena were portrayed by freshman Kelsey Carroll and senior Zachary
Schanne. Oberon, the fairy king, was

The R Factor selects sovereign singer
By J’na Jefferson
The R Factor, Rider University’s version of The X Factor, has crowned its firstever champion after weeks of auditions,
cuts and constructive criticism from the
judges.
On Wednesday, sophomore Eric
Krieg wowed judges and audience members alike and won the chance to perform
his very own concert on both University
Day and at the upcoming Relay For Life.

Krieg said that he was ecstatic over his win
and disclosed what fans can look forward
to at his concerts.
“I’ll be performing a lot of the same
genre that I did tonight, a lot of acoustic
sets,” he said.
The competition’s runner-ups were
talented singer/songwriter freshman
Marrissa Joy “MJ” Chatman and the
vocally-versatile freshman Megan Scheels.
Seats in the Bart Luedeke Center
Theater were packed, which stands as a
testament to the popularity of the com-

Photo by Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

The ultimate success was reached for sophomore Eric Krieg, whose stellar performances made him stand out as the most talented singer in the competition.

petition. Nick Barbati, coordinator of
Campus Life at Rider, had a feeling that
his idea for The R Factor would be a success.
“This idea was on the backburner for
about two years,” Barbati said. “I was told
to come up with something innovative
and interactive, something that no other
school had done before.”
Something he was surprised about,
however, was how rapidly the news about
the competition spread to all parts of not
only the Lawrenceville campus, but to
Westminster as well.
“It seems like everybody knows about
it,” he said.
Barbati was also a mentor to some of
the contestants, including the winner of
the competition, Eric Krieg. The other
judges were Karin Torchia, associate director of Athletics for External Operations,
Karson Langenfelder, director of Campus
Tours and Conference Services, and Dave
Keenan, the director of Campus Life.
Their job as mentors was to help their
contestants pick songs suited for their
voices.
“[Contestants] aren’t going to be the
ones to decide the songs that are on their
albums,” Barbati said. “Record executives
will tell them, ‘This is the song I want you
to sing.’ So the judges are helping them
make the best decisions to make them
sound great. We are helping them early
on to choose songs best suited for their
voices.”
The judges’ choices for songs hit every
genre, from Broadway-inspired songs for

played sophomore Greg Clark and his
wife Titania, the fairy queen, was played
by senior Kelcie Kosberg. Bottom, the
man who is turned into an ass, was played

Visit our Twitter
page at
@theridernews for
live tweets about
the competition as
well as links to video
footage from the
performances.
finalists junior Serena Venditto and freshman Rory Connolly to soulful hits for
finalist Whitney Wilson.
Barbati also released news that the
next R Factor will hopefully be held during next year’s Winter Weekend.
“We are hoping to make it a Winter
Weekend tradition,” he said. “This is
going to be the new thing at Rider. We
were also talking about switching it up
and maybe doing The Voice of Rider.”
This idea would mimic NBC’s popular singing competition, The Voice, based
off of the Dutch show, The Voice of
Holland.
No matter what singing competition
Rider students compete in, however, two
things are necessary in Barbati’s eyes –
there must be positive energy and a lot of
fun.
“We want the students to be appreciated for their voices and their talent,” he
said.

by sophomore Caleb Funk, and Puck,
the mischievous servant of Oberon, was
played by sophomore Shana Goodman.
“I really loved having the opportunity
to play Helena because she is the passionate romantic, which is a type of character
I have never played before,” freshman
Kelsey Carroll said. “Through the work I
did with our voice coach Rebecca Simon,
our movement coach Dr. Meade Andrews
and under the direction of Trent Blanton,
I was able to find the truth in Helena’s
plight, and tried my best to make her
relatable to the audience.”
Although the costumes are probably
not what one would picture upon reading the play, they were wildly beautiful.
The Lovers, Theseus the Duke, Hippolyta
and Egeus were dressed in what seemed
to be clothing from the 1930s or ’40s,
and Theseus was intended to resemble
George Clooney with his slicked-back,
greying hair. The poor actors who were
to perform in front of the Duke at his
wedding were dressed like modern-day
hipsters; they looked rugged and dirty and
their clothing accurately portrayed that of
a lower class. The fairies were stunning in
pink and blue wigs and fairy-like dresses
adorned with lit-up flowers, adding a
sense of magic.
“Since the costumes were all modern, I think this allowed the audience to
feel less intimidated by a Shakesperian
show,” said sophomore Heather Boner.
“Too often we think of ruffles and coats
with noses in the air when we think of
Shakespeare. The story is timeless and the
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world we worked passionately to create.”
A swing big enough for a single person to sit upon contributed to the playful
nature of the fairies. There was also a
wooden stairwell that the cast members
would ascend and descend. Modern,
melodic music played throughout many
scenes and was fitting as the fairies danced.
The Theater program’s adaptation of
A Midsummer Night’s Dream was also
immensely comical and had the audience
laughing constantly.
“[The show’s humor] was successful
because of true commitment,” Boner said.
“Every actor completely committed to
whatever comedic choice they were making, which made all the difference.”
The cast nailed their performances
and it was clear that those in attendance
found the show enjoyable. It was concluded with a bang as Puck spoke directly
to the audience.
“If we shadows have offended, think
but this; and all is mended that you have
but slumbered here while these visions
did appear and this weak and idle theme
no more yielding but a dream. Gentles —
do not reprehend if you pardon, we will
mend. And, as I am an honest Puck if we
have unearned luck.”

Sophomore Caleb Funk plays Bottom, the whimsical and unfortunate “ass” man.
costumes and set made that apparent.”
The set was simple but brought just
enough to the performance. The background featured a large full moon, making it known that everything was taking
place at night. The moon is mentioned

frequently throughout the show, which is
perhaps why the crew decided to make it
stand out.
“The set certainly helped set the tone
and mood for the show,” Carroll said.
“The whimsical set only added to the

Additional reporting by Lisa Henderson.

A small price to pay for a tremendous taste of heaven
By Emily Landgraf
landgrafe@theridernews.com
When the moon hits your eye like a
big pizza pie, consider hitting a hole-inthe-wall joint with interesting specialty
pizzas — Massimo’s in Princeton.
Located on Nassau Street, Massimo’s
offers an array of tasty pizzas with some
added pizzazz at a reasonable price per
slice or pie. Massimo’s also has locations
in nearby Robbinsville and Hamilton.
According to the restaurant’s website,
“Massimo’s Pizzeria & Cucina Naopletana
is the first pizzeria to have a wood burning brick oven in Mercer County, N.J.
Massimo’s is also the first pizzeria in
Mercer County to be honored with the
prestigious and distinct Certification of
True Authentic Neopolitan Pizza from
the highly coveted VPN [Verace Pizza
Napoletana] Association in Naples.”
As with most pizza parlors, the first
thing to hit you upon entering the tiny
pizza shop is the smell of Italian food
wafting through the air. Massimo’s offers
customers many tempting treats for the
taste buds, including specialty and traditional pizzas, salads, paninis and pasta
dishes.
The specialty pizzas encompass many
different flavors. Customers can play it
reasonably safe with a four cheese pizza or
spice things up with the buffalo chicken
pizza. If one is looking for something
tangy and delicious, he or she will be
pleased with the barbecue chicken pizza.

There are also several pizzas that
incorporate pasta, such as the baked ziti
pizza and the penne alla vodka pizza
(complete with prosciutto). For those
with less adventurous tastes, Massimo’s
offers old favorites like plain cheese and
pepperoni pizzas. Slices range from about
$2.50 to just under $4.
This pizza shop does more than just
serve up pies, however. Pasta
dishes
range from basic spaghetti and meatballs ($8 at lunch and $10 at dinner) to
the more complex totti pasta with fettuccine, shrimp, prosciutto, portabello

mushrooms, artichoke hearts, sundried
tomatoes and vodka sauce ($12 at lunch,
$17 at dinner). Customers can also order
traditional Italian meals like chicken marsala and chicken francese, each for only
$14.
Sandwiches like cheesesteaks and hoagies are also available for customers to sink
their teeth into. Favorite sandwiches such
as the eggplant Parmesan and the sausage,
peppers and onions are also offered on
Massimo’s menu. Of course, you can
always walk in and order a traditional
meatball sandwich with some Parmesan

mainlinepizzaquest.blogspot.com

Treats like this margherita pizza will wow your tastebuds for a reasonable price.

cheese, if that’s more your style.
Customers who are looking for the
delicious Italian flair guilt-free, salads and
wraps are available at a reasonable price.
All wraps cost $5.95 and range from the
basic veggie wrap to the interesting Palmer
Square wrap, which is prepared with pesto
mayo, chicken breast, roasted peppers,
baby spinach and melted mozzarella.
For those with a sweet tooth,
Massimo’s offers four delectable dessert
selections — brick oven chocolate pizza,
cannolis, zeppoles and tiramisu. While the
last three are relatively familiar to most,
chocolate pizza may catch many people
off guard. This dessert pie is made with
hazelnut chocolate spread and toasted
almond, topped with powdered sugar.
When a small costs just $7, how could
anyone resist?
The only major drawback to
Massimo’s is its small size and limited
seating. Customers order their food at the
counter, so that area of the shop tends to
get congested. If you’re planning on hitting the restaurant, it might be best to
avoid the busy lunch and dinner hours.
If you’re looking to avoid the crowd
altogether, Massimo’s delivers. You can
even order online at massimostogo.com.
So, if you’ve had a long day on your feet
exploring Princeton, your stomach’s rumbling and you’ve got pizza on the brain,
hit up Massimo’s for an Italian meal that’s
sure to please.
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Editorial

Aspiring to create
five-star roomies

W

hen living on campus, you have the choice of where
you want to eat and the activities in which you’d like
to participate, yet as an incoming freshman, you have
very little freedom in choosing where you live and who you live
with.
Being paired with a random roommate as you begin your
college venture can be a tough situation to adjust to, and at any
school problems can arise and roommate switches occur. The
person you get matched with can make or break your experience.
That’s why it’s a relief to students that Rider is taking an initiative in helping with the roommate selection process through
its new online program, StarRez, which will commence in the
fall. To be able to successfully live with someone day in and day
out, you need to have a harmonious match. While this program
is a step in the right direction, the University is only allowing
incoming freshmen to participate in the first year of the program
and StarRez may be lacking crucial questions that could further
refine the roommate selection process.
Rider’s Office of Residence Life believes that by using this
program, students will be able to choose a longer-lasting roommate. The aim here is to reduce any issues regarding roommates
who don’t get along. By having a better dorm experience, more
students may stay on campus on the weekends — something
Rider is always trying to achieve — and the matches made may
even cause the number of transfers from Rider to decrease.
Through StarRez, the incoming freshmen of fall 2012 and
all Rider residents seeking on-campus housing in fall 2013, can
find their roommate match. You simply create an online profile
that outlines the basics about you, similar to the old housing
form, and answer a few questions about whether you’re a morning person or not and what kind of music you enjoy listening
to. By creating this profile, it allows other incoming freshmen to
view yours and vice versa, guiding you to your match.
Yet, those few questions that were asked on the original
housing form don’t really inform someone about a potential
roommate at all. In order to have a lasting dorm relationship
with the person, you should know more than simply their music
taste or whether or not they smoke. Perhaps adding more relevant rooming questions to the new program, such as activities
they like to do, what major they are and pet peeves they may
have, will improve the process that much more.
It seems obvious that freshmen will benefit especially from
this program — considering they don’t know many people right
off the bat, it can set them up with the right person from the
start. StarRez is not available for all residents to use until the
2013-2014 academic year. For upperclassmen students enthusiastic about the program, they will have to hold off the excitement
for the pilot run. The program should be kicked off with the
participation of all students, so even new curious seniors in need
could have a go at the program at least once. Though they may
be campus veterans, it is never too late to better your experience
at Rider, and they should be allowed the opportunity to do so.
Since it is a brand-new program, students hope StarRez will
be an instant hit, hitching the best matches together and making
sure dorm life for campus residents is that much greater, and will
This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was written by the Opinion Editor, Kristy Grinere.
E-mail us at:
ridernews@rider.edu;
newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu;
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu;
ridernewsads@rider.edu
The Rider News, Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896-5256
Fax: (609) 895-5696
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Freshman Viewpoint

Professor profanity not a class curse
Most people at the college level are considered adults. If students are considered mature enough
to handle literature in the classroom that involves cursing, there is no reason why the practice cannot
be occassionally allowed in the classroom. The idea of a bill that would penalize teachers for cursing
in the classroom is explored in Yahoo.com writer Piper Weiss’s proposal “Should Teachers Be Banned
from Cursing in School?” The bill, Arizona’s clean-speech-for-teachers-act, was created after a parent
complained about a high school teacher using inappropriate language in front of his or her child.
Cursing in the classroom is so situational that it seems absurd to attempt to regulate it. Of course,
there is no reason for a first grade teacher to curse in front of a class. On the other hand, many high
school classes read literature involving cursing, which may be an important point of discussion. There
is also the issue that authority figures would not know whether a teacher cursed in front of his or
her class unless a student or parent reported it, leaving some teachers punished and others without
consequence.
This made me ponder how I feel about professors cursing in a college setting. If some find it
unacceptable to curse in front of high school students, do they also find it inappropriate to curse in
front of college students? Is it ever appropriate?
Cursing that sounds forced tends to make people sound unintelligent, as though the person cannot think of a better way to get their feelings across to others. Admittedly, I am not a person who
curses very often. However, I think many will agree cursing is a part of our culture, as curses tend to
slip out unintentionally.
Unless a professor uses slang and curses on a regular basis, there should be no issue with the occa-

See Curse, p. 9
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Senior Advice

Internship experience provides future success for students
Internships are valuable for college students aiming to stand out while gaining
experience, and employers nowadays are likely to accept applicants with more than
one internship on their résumés.
According to a survey conducted by the National Association of Colleges and
Employers (NACE), nearly 50 percent of employers would like to see an internship
on a student’s résumé. Companies do not just look at students’ grade point averages anymore; they also look at what the applicant has accomplished outside of the
classroom — which usually means experience in the business world.
Also according to an NACE survey, nearly 36 percent of employers hired
employees from their own internship program. Matthew Zinman of the Internship
Institute said that almost half of interns from the company IBM get hired as fulltime employees.
There are many positives to having an internship. The first advantage is building a network of connections. There are many departments within a company that
will hire interns, even those who interned for another section. If two applicants
send their résumés and cover letters in for the same position, having interned for
the company automatically gives you a leg up on the competition. The connection,
in this instance, is significant.
The second reason why internships are beneficial is because of the valuable work
experience that students can’t obtain in a classroom. More employers are looking at
what students did in the real world.
Along with the benefits come some negatives. One reason an internship may be
difficult is the time consumption that can hinder the academic performance of a student. If a student works at an internship all day, it may be hard to juggle homework
and other extracurricular activities as well. Time management is a very important
tool to implement when balancing an internship.

This Week’s Birthdays
Feb. 24 1955-2011 - Steve Jobs, 56
Feb. 25 1943-2001 - George Harrison, 69
Feb. 25 1965 - Carrot Top, 47

Curse

Continued from p. 8
sional slip of the tongue. I have not lost respect for a professor who
sprinkles in curse words now and again. After all, even though
they are authority figures, they are only human. This is not to say
that professors should curse constantly. If this occurs very often, it
could make the class feel intimidated or uncomfortable and might
make the professor seem highly unprofessional.
Professors may curse in situations to place themselves on the
same level as students in order to seem more approachable. Quite
frankly, it is appreciated when professors attempt to relate to their
students. Cursing is a part of everyday dialogue for most, and
speaking the same way students do brings a sense that the professor is talking with the students, instead of lecturing at them.
In the real world, bosses curse in front of their employees from
time to time. While it may not always be professional, it happens.
College should prepare students for the real world in every sense.
While it is doubtful that professors curse to prepare their students
for real life, it is still important that students are treated much like
they will be treated after graduation, which includes the way others will speak with them.
Professors are like the rest of us. While they should set a good
example for students, cursing every so often is not something that
makes someone a bad worker or a bad person. As long as professors do not curse on a regular basis or speak in a way that offends a
student, they should act and speak the way that feels most natural
to them. A professor’s ease in speaking to a class only helps students connect with him or her, creating a positive learning experience.
-Casey Gale
Freshman journalism/American studies major

Another reason internships may not be the best is if the student doesn’t gain
work experience. Again, even if interning for a certain company does not necessarily excite you, it may give you the most tools and knowledge for a future career.
Employers want to see experience above anything else.
Whether you endure positives or negatives within your internship, in the long
run the experience you take away will prove to be beneficial to you and your future
career. Yet, along with the pros and cons comes the more important factor that students need to decide, which is what companies are right for them. Quality — not
quantity — a rule to live by because many students intern for a company that may
use their services, yet they may end up not gaining a whole lot of real world experience. I’m talking about the nine-to-five internships that have you stapling papers,
licking envelopes, making coffee and not getting paid.
Students need to consider whether or not an opportunity is beneficial to them.
For example, I interned for the Philadelphia 76ers, a pro sports team, and found
myself more interested in the games than on-site learning. An internship with the
governor or state senator could have been a more valuable experience. Though I
enjoyed it, passing flyers out at a game did not give me the best work experience.
A student who has already completed internships should maintain communication with their bosses and any other connections forged during the process. By keeping the lines of communication with fellow interns and colleagues open, students
can create a network of business contacts to develop their careers.
-Benjamin Moy
Senior journalism major

Health and Fitness

Swap the stress for peace of mind
Being a college student can be stressful. We all have those days when we are frantically doing
work and have no time to sit down and relax.
Stress can be caused by pretty much anything: procrastinating, spending too much time on the
computer, not sleeping enough and partying too much, not being organized and not staying healthy.
It is normal, but too much of it can be bad for your mind and body. When you are under a lot of
stress, your body releases a “flight or fight” hormone called cortisol, and if you stay stressed for long
periods of time, it resides in your body and can end up doing damage.
According to Medical News Today (MNT), stress can make your blood pressure, heart rate and
blood sugar increase because of the hormones that it releases. Stress is also proven to cause depression,
anxiety, acne, sleep problems, digestive problems, heart disease, loss of memory and numerous other
problems.
The best way to prevent these health issues is to decrease the stressor, plain and simple. If you are
constantly stressed out because you find yourself waiting until the last minute to complete schoolwork, you should avoid procrastinating and work on your time management skills.
You can also relieve stress through various activities. MNT states that there are five easy ways to
help relieve stress: exercise, healthy habits, adequate sleep, laughter and organization.
Exercise causes your body to release endorphins, making you feel elated and clearing your head
of negativity. Simple options like running, walking and biking can help in doing so. The best part
about exercise is that you don’t have to be an athlete or in any sort of top physical shape in order to
relieve stress.
Coping with daily stress is much easier if you have a healthy body. If you fuel your body properly
all day long, your mind will clear up, which will decrease your stress. To keep your body feeling good,
you should avoid unhealthy habits that are linked to stress such as smoking, excessive drinking, eating
too much or not eating enough.
Sleep is something that a lot of college students are deprived of. Being tired all of the time
increases your stress levels because sleep deprivation makes it harder to concentrate on tasks. Also
limiting the amount of caffeine and sugar you eat will make you feel more relaxed and allow you to
sleep better.
Laughter can sometimes be the best medicine when it comes to being tense. Making jokes with
your friends or watching a funny movie can cause your muscles to relax, therefore releasing some
built-up tension in your body.
Finally, there is no hope of relieving stress if you are not organized and if you don’t set aside time
for managing your schedule. When you know where everything is located you are left with peace of
mind.
Being a college student can be hard at times, but it doesn’t always have to be something we
need to stress out about.
-Paige McAtee
Junior journalism major

This Week in History ...
February 22, 1630 — Popcorn is first introduced.

The Rider News is printed by Packet Publications, Princeton, N.J. Our paper, purchased directly from
North American mills, is composed of 50 percent recycled newsprint and 50 percent thermo-mechanical
pulp (made from wood-chip and sawdust byproducts of the wood industry). Our inks are soy or mineral
oil, not petroleum-based. Printing plates, litho film materials and silver content are recycled after use.
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Rider enters weekend with seeding at stake
MEN’S BASKETBALL

By Steven Eggert
Rider is hoping for two
strong games this weekend as
it plays its last two regular season games of the year, both at
home.
The Broncs will take on
Loyola (MD) (20-7, 12-4
MAAC) tonight on ESPN2
before playing Fairfield (17-11,
12-4 MAAC) on Sunday.
The Broncs (11-18, 8-8
MAAC) have lost three straight
games while competing with a
shorthanded squad.
Head Coach Tommy
Dempsey believes a lot of their
problems have been because of
the inconsistent depth and rotation.
“The last few games, we
haven’t played anybody at
full strength,” Dempsey said.
“We had a couple guys out
at Buffalo. Junior [Fortunat]
and Eddie [Mitchell] got the
norovirus. Then we came back
and Jeff [Jones] got it, [so]
we played without Jeff and
Novar [Gadson]. Then we go
to Albany and Brandon [Penn]
had the knee issue, [Anthony]
Myles breaks his hand early in
the game and he’s out for the
year. So we’ve been dealing with
a lot. We’ve had a lot of adversity. Now all we can do at this
point is to keep fighting.”
If the Broncs want to win

both games, they need to play
well offensively in transition.
Dempsey felt they struggled
when their pace was stifled.
“The last few games, teams
tried to slow us down,” he said.
“Canisius played zone, Niagara
played zone, Albany played
zone, and what they did was
to try and slow our pace down.
So as we look to this weekend,
we want to get running. I think
those two teams [Loyola and
Fairfield] are two of the strongest half court defenses in the
league, and I think in order to
have a chance to beat them, we
are going to have to use our
transition offense to generate
some points.”
Last time the Broncs played
Loyola, Rider only scored 12
points in the first half and had
to fight back the rest of the
game.
“The mindset is that we
need to get [a] much better
start, and I know it sounds
simple but we need to get off
to a good start,” Dempsey said.
“The atmosphere of the game
on ESPN2 should be a good
environment and we want to
seize that. We are going to try
and use the momentum of
going on national television,
and hopefully we get a good
student crowd.”
The Broncs will play
Fairfield, one of the hottest
teams in the MAAC, two days
later. Fairfield’s strength comes

from its defense. In the last four
games, the team has given up
an average of only 51 points.
“[Fairfield is] probably the
hottest team in the league,”
Dempsey said. “They have been
playing really good basketball
and they’re probably one of
the best defensive teams in
the league. I think in order to
attack that, we are going to
need to spread the court against
some of their traps.”
This weekend will be the
last time that seniors Brandon
Penn, Jeff Jones, Kevin Noon
and Novar Gadson play at
Alumni Gym.
Gadson realizes this, but is
thinking about the team and
finishing the season strong.
Rider sits in fifth place, but leads
Siena (12-15, 7-9 MAAC) and
Niagara (12-17, 7-9 MAAC) by
only one game heading into the
final weekend.
“We know we have two
more games in Alumni Gym,
but most importantly, we want
to get two wins to better our
team’s standing in the MAAC
Tournament,” Gadson said.
“It’s no secret that we have
struggled, not only the last
three games, but throughout
the season. The most important
part about everything was that
we stayed together and we are
determined to finish well. It’s
not about how you start, it’s
how you finish.”

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Sophomore Daniel Stewart heads into the final weekend of the
season averaging 11.3 points and 6.7 rebounds per game.

Softball excited for fresh start after 2011 struggles
SOFTBALL

By Kevin Whitehead
Senior relief pitcher Kelsey
Krisch wants this year’s softball team to be noticed. After
three years of representing the
Rider softball team, she wants
to cause a stir on campus. And
surely Krisch is not the only
one who feels this way.
“We want to be recognized,” Krisch said.
Senior Rachael Matreale,
last season’s second team AllMAAC selection and the
Broncs’ ace, is confident about
the upcoming season.
“Our number one goal is to
get to the [MAAC] Tournament
and eventually win it,” she said.
“We have been using last year as
motivation to do a lot better.”
The 2012 campaign
kicks off this weekend with
the Spartan Classic at UNCGreensboro, where Rider will
start with a clean slate after a
dismal 9-37 record overall in
2011. Krisch and the Broncs
are looking to be a top-four
team this year.
Peter G. Borg/Rider University
“This year is looking very
Senior Rachael Matreale won five games last year and threw promising,” Krisch said. “We’ve
20 complete games. Matreale is Rider’s top starter this season. been working really hard, espe-

cially being able to get outside
before this weekend’s matchups
[at UNC-Greensboro].”
Fresh faces such as freshman shortstop and Marlton
N.J. native Gina McCool
should bring a refreshing intensity to a team that has had its
share of battles.
“It’s really exciting [to be at
this level],” McCool said. “The
competition is the best that it
can be. You just have to be on
top of your game. You don’t
have time to waste. The only
way to get better is to play with
people that are good players.”
Krisch is excited about the
additions of McCool and the
rest of the freshmen.
“[McCool] really steps up,”
Krisch said. “She takes the leading role at shortstop. I’m really
looking forward to see how [the
infield] is going to play out.”
McCool and her fellow
freshmen have paid attention to
the advice of Rider’s veterans.
“We have great leadership,”
McCool said. “When [the
freshmen] are lost or confused,
we start back over and learn
from the seniors.”
Matreale will start the year
on the hill for Rider after posting career-highs in earned run

average (3.14) and strikeouts
(158).
“We definitely need to start
off a lot stronger this year,”
Matreale said. “Once we do
that, we can get into the groove
of the game.”
Along with Matreale,
seniors Lucy Higgins, Samantha
Mayer and Krisch are captains
this season. Junior third baseman and leading hitter (.327)
from 2011, Alyssa Paul, will
return for another season at the
hot corner after missing part of
last season. These key returners
will have to step up because
of the loss of last year’s leading home run hitter, Brittany
Eckett, to graduation.
The Broncs will have to
play more of a small-ball game
to compete with the top MAAC
competition.
“I think we can do well,”
Matreale said. “We’ve been
working on our small game like
bunting more and stealing.”
Rider takes on Drexel today
at 11 a.m. to start the Spartan
Classic, and to begin what it
hopes to be a solid season.
“I think we are looking
at top four in the MAAC,”
Matreale said. “We definitely
have the talent to do it.”
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The Champs
Men’s team wins first
MAAC title since 2004
SWIM AND DIVE

By Kim Leder
The water: cold. The speed:
fast. The competition: tough.
The elements of the typical
MAAC Championships laid
ahead for Rider’s swim and dive
team last weekend when it traveled to Buffalo, N.Y., to compete against nine other schools
vying for one title.
That elusive title was conquered by the Rider men’s
team, taking home the MAAC
crown for the first time since
2004, while the women’s squad
finished runner-up for the third
consecutive year.
With 18 freshmen making
up the majority of this year’s
roster, Head Coach Stephen
Fletcher is excited for a championship win and the possibilities
ahead with younger talent.
“Freshmen stood out in a
big way on both the men’s and
women’s teams moving into the
top eight,” Fletcher said. “On
the men’s side, we won five of
five relays. We haven’t been
able to accomplish that in many
years.”
The top story for the men’s
team was junior Johnny Funk
who won two individual events
as well as set a new MAAC

and school record in the 200
individual medley by two full
seconds with a time of 1:47.56.
In addition, Funk’s mark
was an NCAA Division I consideration qualifying time.
“Funk joins a small but
growing group of elite athletes from our program in
recent years who can set their
sights realistically on qualifying for the Division I National
Championship,” Fletcher said.
“This has never been done in
80 years of swimming and diving at Rider.”
Freshman Drew Peterson
broke Rider’s school record in
the 400 individual medley with
a time of 3:55.70. He is the
second athlete in Rider’s history
to break the four-minute mark
in the event.
“At ECAC’s this week, I
expect that Drew will be able
to improve on his swim from
MAACs,” Fletcher said.
Another freshman, Brett
Pedersen, also made the record
books. He won the 100 freestyle and finished second in the
50 and 200 freestyle events.
On the women’s side, freshman Rachel Brooker came in
second in the 100 fly and set
the MAAC and school record
in the event. Junior Addison
Oswald defended her MAAC
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The Rider men’s swim and dive team celebrates its MAAC championship at Erie Community College in Buffalo, N.Y. The women’s team finished runner-up for the third straight year.
title from 2011 in both the 200
freestyle and the 20 backstroke,
while junior Kelly O’Connor
defended her MAAC title from
2011 in both the 400 individual medley and the 200 butterfly.
“Oswald narrowly missed
our school and MAAC record
in both of her events,” Fletcher
said. “[The events] that Kelly
participated in are among the
most grueling events in the
meet and she never appears to
tire.”
For the men’s team, it was
the year of returns for seniors
Len Paccione, Scott Mitchell
and Mike Tubb. Mitchell
came back to compete after
two shoulder injuries, while
Paccione and Tubb returned
after each had surgery. Tubb

managed to place in the top five
in the breaststroke events while
Paccione got in the finals in the
distance events.
“Our male seniors were a
serious factor in our team success this year,” Fletcher said.
“Senior diver Brendan Cavallaro
achieved his goal of event
champion this year, winning
the three-meter event. He’ll be
moving on to the NCAA Zone
A Diving Championship Meet
and the Division I National
Championship
qualifying
meet.”
Fletcher found leadership
from his seniors on the women’s
team as well.
“Each of our three senior
women, Bridgid Hennessy,
Kori Kraus and Kelly Fleagle

competed at their lifetime best
in their events.”
They also fought through
adversity to finish second.
“Some of us were sick with
the norovirus and were out a
few days prior to the meet,”
Kraus said. “We also don’t have
any divers this year, which automatically puts us down a majority of points.”
The team will be competing
at the ECAC Championships
this weekend.
“In the last three years that
I have been here at Rider, we
have taken second,” Cavallaro
said. “To win the way we did
this year was an amazing feeling
and a great way to end my college career.”

Rider second in MACHA, turns to ACHA
ICE HOCKEY

By Steven Eggert

Courtesy of Ryan Gifford

Junior Ryan Gifford and the Broncs are looking to
secure an ACHA tournament victory this weekend.

The Broncs ice hockey team (28-6) is coming off a
tough second place finish in the MACHA Tournament
this past weekend, losing to Penn State in the championship, 4-1. Rider will attempt to turn the negatives
into positives, however, as it looks toward the ACHA
regionals this weekend.
On Saturday, the Broncs will face the University
of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC), who went
18-6-2 this season.
Rider’s Assistant Coach Teddy Gerry feels that if
Rider keeps it a close game, the Broncs have a chance
for victory.
“[UMBC] used to have a potent offense, but now
their focus is on defense,” Gerry said. “I think we
match up with them pretty well. They’re a great team,
and there’s a reason they go to nationals every year. If
we can keep the game close up until the end, I think
we stand a pretty good chance of winning.”
Sophomore Tyler Deitrick believes applying pressure in the offensive zone and creating scoring opportunities will be the difference in the game.
“We need to be able to keep the puck in their zone
as long as we can,” Deitrick said. “We will also work
on getting off quick shots. We have a lot of players out
with injuries and sickness, so we need to continue to
get shots on net to create more chances. To get a win

this weekend, we will need a full team effort like we’ve
had the past couple games.”
If Rider sticks to the game plan, freshman goaltender Nate Kholodenko believes the team can win.
“We just need to keep doing what we do best,”
Kholodenko said. “Play within our system and everything will take care of itself. [There’s] no doubt in my
mind we can repeat what transpired this past weekend
after beating Rowan and frustrating Penn State for two
plus periods. Defense wins championships.”
Even though the Broncs lost in the MACHA
Tournament, they are still walking away from the ice
with positive thoughts that will help prepare them for
the next task at hand.
“It’s great to get second place after the way we
fought, but there’s always going to be that empty feeling of not winning the championship,” Kholodenko
said. “We were proud of the way we performed and
nothing can take that away from us. Now we know
[how] it feels to lose in the championship, so we’re
going to get it next time.”
Senior Connor Dragone agrees.
“The MACHA taught us that if we go in with
confidence and play as a team, we can keep up with
and beat anybody,” he said. “The formula to win for
our team has always been hard work. Our team builds
off of our hard work and determination. We really feel
that no matter who we play that we are going to be the
better team and it will just come down to execution.”

