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Back to Bed

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Members of the Rider community set their alarm clocks early to gather in the Alumni Gym in time for the 6 a.m. tip-off against the Drexel Dragons. Students were encouraged to shed their traditional cranberry and create a whiteout effect. To read more on the televised basketball game, see “Early morning blues” on page 12.

Student loan debt
steady at Rider

Broncs rally in D.C. to oppose
possible environmental hazard

By Dalton Karwacki

By Jess Scanlon

In spite of the increasing cost of attendance, Rider
students have been graduating
with a fairly constant level of
debt, according to Director of
Financial Aid Dennis Levy.
The average debt of a
Rider student upon graduation has increased by just over
1 percent since 2008, Levy
said. In 2008, the average student debt was about $33,000,
while in 2010 the average debt
was about $35,000. Levy said
that Rider has made a conscious effort to keep debt levels
steady.
“In recent years, the Office
of Financial Aid has been
pushing a clear message to students about responsible borrowing,” he said. “Additionally,
Rider has tried to moderate
the annual tuition increases
and has also increased scholar-

ship opportunities for new and
continuing students.”
The cost of a Rider education has risen by 4.9 percent each year for the past
three years. Last year, nationwide tuition costs went up by
8.3 percent, according to the
College Board Advocacy and
Policy Center.
Rider alumna Kiera Smith,
who graduated in Spring 2011,
said that student loans are a
major monetary concern for
her.
“I was not ready to pay
back my student loans at Rider
right after I graduated,” Smith
said. “I am currently going to
graduate school as a full-time
student and have a minimum
wage job working at Target.”
According to the Project
on Student Debt’s (PSD)
report, “Student Debt and
the Class of 2010,” the aver-
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Seven Rider students were
a part of the 12,000 people
who voiced their disapproval
of the proposed TransCanada’s
Keystone XL Pipeline outside
the White House on Nov. 6.
The rally drew more than
double its initial estimate of
5,000 people, according to the
San Francisco Chronicle. It was
intended to protest the tentative plan for a pipeline to run
from Alberta, Canada to Texas.
Originally, the pipeline was
to pass through the Midwest’s
Katelyn White/The Rider News
Sand Hills and the Ogallala
Environmentally-concerned protesters rally in D.C. on Nov. 6 to
Aquifer, which is a major source
voice their disapproval of the proposed Keystone XL Pipeline.
of drinking water, according to
The New York Times. In light of attending the rally was the energy was intense and it was so
the rally, the U.S. Department experience of a lifetime.
easy to be swept away into the
of State is exploring alternative
“We were surrounded by chants and the clapping.”
routes to avoid the Sand Hills thousands and thousands of
Nina Joffe, a senior biolregion, said a news release from people all there for the same ogy major and member of
TransCanada.
purpose and all sharing the Sustainable Rider, said that the
Jillian Spratt said that same beliefs,” Spratt said. “The
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Security Briefs
Bad park job
For one female commuter student, the frustrations of
not being able to find a parking spot escalated to unreasonable heights last weekend.
While a Public Safety
officer wrote a vehicle a ticket
for blocking traffic in front
of the Mauer Gym blocking traffic at 11:54 a.m., on
Nov. 12, the owner of the
vehicle returned and told
Public Safety that she needed
to unload her car and didn’t
know where to park. Public
Safety told her that she would
still receive the violation. The
commuter then became verbally disorderly toward the
officer.
Public Safety charged the
student with failure to comply, harassment and disorderly conduct.

Cart crash
A female student is the
suspect in a golf cart hit-andrun accident that occurred on
Saturday, Nov. 12.
The female visitor victim reported the hit-and-run
incident to Public Safety at
1:15 p.m., on Saturday. The
victim said that as she was
walking through the turf
field parking lot, a woman in
the bleachers told the victim
that a golf cart hit the car she
was about to enter.
The victim visitor
noticed that the front passenger side of her car was
damaged. Otherwise, the car
was drivable.
Public Safety later identified the driver of the cart.
The suspect admitted to hitting the car after accidently
pressing the gas instead of
the break. The investigation
is ongoing.

Bunk bed bruises
The fear that many have
of falling out of the top bunk
of a bunk bed became a harsh
reality for a female visitor of
the ZTA sorority house.
Public Safety arrived at
the house at 3:58 a.m., on
Friday, Nov. 11 and spoke to
the witness who said the victim fell from the top bunk.
The victim said that
when she fell she hit her nose
and mouth and believed her
tooth might be loose. The
officers offered to call for
medical assistance, however,
the victim declined further
medical attention.

Information provided by Director
of Rider’s Department of Public
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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Continued from p. 1
rally had a clear impact on the
State’s decision.
“[A crowd of ] 12,000
people is a huge assembly of
people for a protest,” Joffe said.
“Obama definitely heard our
message loud and clear. We
expect [Obama] to protect our
best interests and there’s no
denying that clean air and clean
water, vital components of life,
would be considered as such.”
Melissa Greenberg, sustainability coordination manKatelyn White/The Rider News
ager, said that although she was
unable to attend the event, she From left, Sharlis Thompson, Jillian Spratt, Lauren Clabaugh and Danielle Campanella parade
was excited to see students par- their homemade signs in protest of the potentially harmful effects of the Keystone XL Pipeline.
ticipate in the rally.
“There are many negative that the jobs created by the
“Most of the jobs created
“I ended up watching the impacts associated with the project would be primarily would be minimum wage, temlive feed on the Internet from Keystone XL pipeline such as temporary and produce little porary construction jobs,” she
home,” Greenberg said. “It was air and water pollution,” Joffe job growth in the most optimis- said. “We should be looking
fantastic.”
said.
tic projections.
for sustainable jobs, not just
Lauren Clabaugh, an ecoGreenberg said that she
Yuliya Labko, a senior to sustain the environment but
rep who first proposed going encouraged the interested eco- biology major and member of to sustain the job market and
to the rally, said that the origi- reps and Sustainable Rider Sustainable Rider, said that the economy.”
nal route would have been a members to attend the rally. negatives of the project outwidespread detriment to the She and the students had the weigh the positives.
environment.
Corrections
“Keystone XL is an export
same opinion about the original
“What makes [the pipe- pipeline — it would do more pipeline and Gulf Cost plant
line] so controversial is the harm than good.
In last week’s edition,
intended to refine cheap
adverse effects it would have on
TransCanada claimed the Canadian crude supplied by the
Joyce Tyler was referred
the environment,” she said. “It positives of the project included pipeline into diesel and other
to as Judy Tyler in the
could ruin people’s lives and bringing jobs to the United products,” Labko said. “It is not
opinion article, “Career
livelihoods.”
States and lessening the coun- safe, does not end our depenfair creates future job
Joffe said that the contami- try’s dependence on foreign oil. dence on oil and will not put
prospects.”
nation of the soil and water in A news release announced that people to work. This pipeline
that region would be a possibil- the company “is poised to put will not create meaningful, safe
The caption in the
ity because of TransCanada’s 20,000 Americans to work to and long-term jobs for anyone
news
article, “Student sadesign plans. She also said construct the pipeline.”
except the oil executives.”
that she was concerned about
maritans assist Rider emHowever, this number is
Clabaugh said the United
the potential damage to the contradictory to the findings States should focus on creating
ployee” Alexandra Lipari
Ogallala Aquifer and the wet- of Cornell University’s Global more environmentally friendly
was referred to as Amanda
lands caused by the pipeline’s Labor Institute, which found jobs.
Lipari incorrectly.
route to the Gulf of Mexico.

Coming
Friday, Nov. 18
SEC Fall Concert: Lupe
Fiasco, 8 p.m., SRC
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. All
ticket holders will receive entry.
Rider ID required. Coats and
bags are not permitted.
The Wedding Singer, 8 p.m.,
Yvonne Theater
Andrea Bocelli Westminster
Viewing Party, 8 p.m., Thayer
Lounge

Saturday, Nov. 19
The Wedding Singer, 8 p.m.,
Yvonne Theater

Sunday, Nov. 20

Up ...

Résumé Lab - Liberal Arts
and Science, 11:30 a.m.,
Memorial 107

Wednesday, Nov. 23
Thanksgiving Recess

Thursday, Nov. 24
Thanksgiving

Résumé Lab - Liberal Arts
and Science, 11:30 a.m.,
Memorial 107
Blood Drive, 1 p.m., BLC
Cavalla Room

Thanksgiving Recess

Pub Night: Karaoke Night,
5 p.m., BLC Pub

Saturday, Nov. 26

Wednesday, Nov. 30

Friday, Nov. 25

Thanksgiving Recess

Sunday, Nov. 27
Thanksgiving Recess

Monday, Nov. 28

George Nick: Paintings,
12 p.m., Art Gallery

Pub Night: Giants Monday
Night Football, 9 p.m., BLC
Pub

Tuesday, Nov. 22

Tuesday, Nov. 29

George Nick: Paintings,
11 a.m., Art Gallery

George Nick: Paintings,
11 a.m., Art Gallery

Senior Portraits, 8 a.m., BLC
257

George Nick: Paintings,
11 a.m., Art Gallery
Blood Drive, 1 p.m., BLC
Cavalla Room
Dinner with Professionals,
6:30 p.m., Daly’s Mercer Room
Tango with Tina, 7:30 p.m.,
Thayer Lounge

Discovery Program Movie
Series, 7:30 p.m., BLC Fireside
Lounge
Brownwater Open Mic Night,
9 p.m., BLC Pub

Thursday, Dec. 1
Senior Portraits, 8 a.m., BLC
257
Massage Therapy Day,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Thayer
Lounge
George Nick: Paintings,
11 a.m., Art Gallery
Résumé Lab - Liberal Arts
and Science, 11:30 a.m.,
Memorial 107
Compiled by Rachel Stengel
To list your event, email
ridernews@rider.edu
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Continued from p. 1
age debt level nationwide was
$25,250, a 5 percent increase
from 2009, a number that
includes both private and public institutions from across the
country. The report said that
the annual increase had been
fairly steady for several years.
“The 5 percent increase in
average debt at the national
level is similar to the average
annual increase over the past
few years,” it said.
The national average at
private institutions, like Rider,
was about $28,000 during the
2007-08 academic year, according to the PSD. Levy said that
there are several reasons that
Rider’s average debt was higher
than the overall average.
“Rider’s investments in providing a high quality education
and the higher cost of living in
the Northeast, which directly
impacts family resources available to meet college costs, are
among the factors contributing
to borrowing levels at Rider,”
he said. “The other factor is the
reduced state aid that our students are receiving during a difficult economy, which has left
more families dependent upon
loans in order to stay enrolled
at Rider.”
In New Jersey, the average student debt, taking into
account public and private
institutions, is just under
$24,000, according to the PSD
report.
Students from Monmouth
University, a similarly sized pri-

vate institution in New Jersey,
graduated with an average of
about $30,000 last year, according to the report. An education from The College of New
Jersey, a public institution, left
students with an average of
about $27,000.
According to Levy, the averages do not tell the whole story
about average student debt.
“Reporting data on student
debt is not mandatory,” he said.
“Nationwide, only 55 percent
of private nonprofits provided
data used in the PSD study and
other publications.”
The percentage of Rider
students graduating with debt
is lower than the national
average for private nonprofit
institutions, Levy said. Last
year, 71 percent of Rider students graduated with debt, a
3 percent decrease since 2009.
Nationwide, the number was
72 percent.
In order to help students
deal with rising debt levels,
President Barack Obama introduced a series of proposals
aimed at lessening the burden.
These proposals, announced by
Obama at the end of October,
would make several alterations
to the way the federal IncomeBased Repayment (IBR) plan
works. For those who qualify,
the IBR caps monthly payments to a percentage of discretionary income, currently 15
percent. After 25 years, any
remaining balance is forgiven.
Qualification is based on family
size, annual income and debt
amount.
“The proposal will benefit
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How Rider measures up
Rider’s average student debt has been just over
$35,000 for the last three years.
Nationwide, the average graduate of a private
nonprofit university, like Rider, was $28,000.
In New Jersey, the average student debt, taking into account
public and private institutions, is just under $24,000.
Students from Monmouth University graduated with
an average of about $30,000 of debt last year.
The College of New Jersey left students with an
average of approximately $27,000 of debt.
The cost of a Rider education has risen by 4.9
percent each year for the past three years.
Last year, nationwide tuition costs went up by 8.3 percent.

Katie Hambor/The Rider News

those students who qualify for
IBR plan by reducing monthly loan payments, canceling
remaining debt and making
loans more affordable,” Levy
said
Last year, Congress voted
to set the IBR to its current
payment amount and forgiveness period with the payment
amount scheduled to decrease
to 10 percent of discretionary monthly income in 2014.
Obama’s proposal would lower
the payments in 2012 instead
and would forgive the debts
sooner.
“President Obama is proposing to have the 15 percent
to 10 percent reduction occur
sooner than 2014,” Levy said.
“He is also proposing to cancel
remaining debt after 20 years
and not the current 25.”
Allison Guss, who graduated in 2011 with a degree
in psychology, said that she is
skeptical about the benefits of

Obama’s new plan.
“I took out over four different loans when I went to Rider,
[including] one for each year I
went there. I am not exactly sure
how I feel about Obama’s plan.
Everything about it sounds too
good to be true.”
Student aid has been cut
by $30 billion in the past
year, David Warren, president
of the National Association
of Independent Colleges and
Universities (NAICU), wrote in
an email to NAICU members.
“The student loan programs
have been particularly hard hit,
and even low-income students
are seeing a sharp decline in the
terms and conditions of their
loans,” Warren wrote. “Summer
Pell Grants were eliminated, as
was the Leveraging Educational
Assistance Partnership (LEAP)
program which incentivized
states to maintain funding for
need-based student grants.”
In his message, Warren

noted that NAICU will work
with members of both parties
to protect student aid programs. He also asked that as
many people as possible sign a
statement of support with the
Student Aid Alliance, a group
of 62 higher education organizations dedicated to preserving
federal student aid. The statement of support can be found
on the Alliance’s website, www.
studentaidalliance.org.
“At the same time, though,
it is important that elected officials are reminded how many
Americans’ lives are improved
by a college education,” he
wrote. “To that end, we are
mobilizing the Student Aid
Alliance. The Alliance is a
broad coalition across the entire
higher education community,
which NAICU was instrumental in founding.”
Additional reporting
Kristen Granger.

by

Program to equip Broncs with optimal job-hunting tools
By Benjamin Smith
It is common for students,
especially in the current economic environment, to feel
uneasy about leaving the nest

they have built at college to fly
into the working world. Rider’s
new online resource Optimal
Résumé hopes to ease these
fears, according to the program’s website.

Tailor Yourself
to Fit the Job
Thursday, December 1
Noon to 1 p.m.

In this free session, students will
learn how to read between the
Doors open at lines of a job listing to see how
11:30 a.m. their education and experience
can fit the job description.

Daly Dining Hall
Princeton Room

Led by Howard Joffe, Esq.,
Adjunct Associate Professor,
Department of Communication
and Journalism.

Register at http://alumni.rider.edu/seniors

Optimal Résumé will
launch in time for the beginning of the spring semester and
it is highly encouraged that all
Rider students utilize its features to the fullest. Included in
the résumé builder are aspects
designed to help best prepare
students for realistic interview
scenarios. They include the
ability to record a video résumé
and a mock interview tool, said
Joyce Tyler, director of Career
Services, in an email.
“[Optimal Résumé will]
pull from different formats and
objectives to format your résumé,” Tyler said.
Cody McElyea, a sophomore computer information
systems major, said that he is
excited about the opportunities
Optimal Résumé will provide.
“I’m all for anything that
can assist me in writing and
getting my résumé out there,”
McElyea said. “It’s hard as it is,
and I’m sure [students] can use
all the help we can get.”
The ultimate goal of the
tools provided by Optimal
Résumé is the construction of
a personalized website devoted

to selling the student user to
potential employers, according
to Optimal Résumé’s website.
Students will be able to
record a video résumé so that
employers will be able to preview their personalities and
speaking styles. Also, users
can hold a mock interview by
choosing pre-selected responses
to lists of potential employers’
questions. Responses are judged
and a better answer will be
provided should the student’s
response be anything other
than satisfactory, according to
the website.
“We want you to have the
tools necessary for today’s competitive job market,” Optimal
Résumé’s website said. “We
think Optimal Résumé will
give you an edge.”
Peter McClelland, a junior
accounting major said that he
believes Optimal Résumé will
be a tool to give him a one-up
on the competition.
“Sounds good to me,”
McClelland said. “Any way
Rider can help me to gain a job
in my career more quickly once
I leave college would be great.”

While students are awaiting Optimal Résumé’s debut,
there are other programs sponsored by Career Services that
they can utilize.
Résumé labs are held from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. every
Tuesday and Thursday in the
office of Career Services, located in the Bart Luedeke Center.
Led by Tyler, the sessions
focus on the art of résumé
building and writing, as well as
on the “structure and elements
for writing an introductory letter to a prospective employer
and the content and tone for a
follow-up letter post-interview,”
according to the Rider website.
Career Services also hosts
a biannual career day in the
fall and spring semesters which
focuses on networking businesses and local companies with
Rider students.
The next career day sponsored by Rider will be held during the spring 2012 semester.
Holiday/Winter Break Help
Local company, no experience necessary.
$15 base/appt
Flexible day, eve or weekend schedules
customer sales/service, great pay.
732-301-2810 or 908-968-0910
www.collegeincome.com
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Campus service activities spur giving spirit
As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches, Rider embraced the chance to extend its helping hand to the surrounding community during Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness (HAHA) Week. Many organizations on campus participated in week-long charitable events to raise awareness about hunger and homelessness. On Monday,
students were invited to watch the documentary Invisible Children, which aims to end the use of children in rebel war. That same night at Sleep Out Homelessness,
students slept outside on the Campus Mall to try to understand the feeling of homelessness and be able to better sympathize with those who call the side of the road or
a park bench home. A free dinner was offered in the Mercer Room on Tuesday as a part of the Hunger Banquet. At the banquet, students learned about food inequality
throughout the world. Wednesday’s event called for all campus community members to meet in the Cavalla Room to make as many peanut butter and jelly sandwiches as
possible. The sandwiches will be donated to the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. Also on Wednesday, baskets donated from students, faculty and campus organizations for the
annual Thanksgiving Basket Drive were delivered and sorted in the Cavalla Room. The week’s events rounded out with the annual Thanksgiving Celebration luncheon
on Thursday, also in the Cavalla Room.
Be sure to check our website on Monday for a web-exclusive Thanksgiving multimedia story and turn to pages six and nine to read about students’ holiday plans.

Photos by Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Clockwise from top left: Alicia Quayson, Psychology Club vice president, leads the organization in making blankets for the Midnight Run; students set up their temporary shelters on the Campus Mall as they participate in Sleep Out Homelessness; Michele Thorn, Gabbie DiSalvo and Delecia McPherson wrap utensils for the
Trenton Area Soup Kitchen with the Psychology Club; the campus-wide collection of Thanksgiving baskets is organized; Jane Sanchez, coordinator of community
service and Annie Pasqua, assistant director of Campus Life for Service Learning sort through the goods collected throughout the week; Jennifer Fanders makes
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, also for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen with other Rider students and faculty.
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Students choose short hair to show they care
By Nicole Veenstra
veenstran@rider.edu
With Thanksgiving break
plans and final exams looming over the heads of students,
the length of their hair would
seem to be the last thing on
students’ minds. For the month
of November, however, it has
become the main topic of conversation.
This is all a result of “noshave November,” a monthlong event — either to raise
money for charity or to satisfy a
craving for competition among
friends — where the razors are
put away and facial hair is left
to freely grow.
“No-shave November” is
not the only reason a person
allows his or her hair to grow,
however. Various organizations
ask for donations of hair year
round, encouraging others to
let their hair grow until it is
long enough to meet the length
requirement, which ranges
depending on the organization.
The majority of those who
decide to donate have a personal
reason for giving back, including freshman Jenny Adams.
“I donated my hair because
my mom lost her hair to cancer,” she said. “Donating my
hair was a way I could help
people who had also lost their
hair because of cancer.”
Locks of Love, one of
the better-known hair dona-

Photos courtesy of Brandi Lukas

Brandi Lukas, a senior at Rider, donated 10 inches to Locks of Love this past October.
tion organizations, “specifically
gives to children suffering from
long-term medical conditions,”
according to Rebecca MacLeon,
a sophomore at Rider.
MacLeon donated her
hair to Locks of Love while
her grandmother was going
through chemotherapy.
“Having hair is often a
security blanket and a confidence booster,” she said. “My
grandmother curled her hair
every day without fail and when

she got chemo she styled her
wigs everyday. Even though
donating will require you to
have hair that is much shorter
than what you’re used to, someone out there could really benefit from a beautiful wig to help
them feel confident when so
much is out of control.”
Though it is the most
famous organization, Locks of
Love is not the only one that
creates wigs from human hair.
“I wanted to give it to

Locks of Love, but somebody
told me that they’re a little
shady with the way they use
the hair they receive,” senior
Marissa DiPilla said. “Someone
else told me about some kind
of hair donation through Dove,
though, so I think I’m going to
check that one out.”
Loni Chasar, a senior, has
donated hair a total of four
times, twice to Locks of Love
and twice to Wigs for Kids, a
company that makes wigs for

children who have suffered hair
loss for whatever reason.
“I felt good about what I
was doing, but I was always
scared to lose my long hair
because I was concerned I
wouldn’t like my haircut,” she
said. “Hair grows though, so I
knew it wouldn’t be the end of
the world.”
Senior Brandi Lukas donated her hair for the first time in
October after the hairdresser
told her she could get the haircut for free if she gave a minimum of 10 inches.
“It takes a very long time
to grow hair and having a ‘bad
haircut’ is one of the most
haunting things,” she said. “It
felt nice to donate it, though.
I’m glad I gave the extra inch or
two, rather than seeing my hair
swept away on the floor.”
No matter the original reason for their donation, many of
the people who donate want to
encourage others to grow their
hair out as well because of how
it can affect the people receiving the wigs.
“I would definitely recommend other people donate
their hair,” sophomore Lorelei
Colbert said. “Not only can
you change someone’s life, but
you can also have a new look in
your own life. It’s your life, why
not live it to the fullest?”

Multitasking can be both essential and dangerous
By Benjamin Moy
For college students, multitasking
may seem like the only way to get by,
especially during the end of a semester.
With final projects piling up and social
lives that refuse to slow down, students
find themselves trying to do as many
things as they can at once. This may not
be as good an idea as it seems, however.
Studies from Stanford University
go as far as to suggest that multitasking
can impair a person’s cognitive control,
or the ability to allow behavior to vary
from moment to moment. According to
the research, people who are distracted
by a variety of things cannot pay attention or switch from one job to another
as well as those who complete one task
at a time.
Despite all of the research, though,
multitasking is still a normal practice.
R.J. Barkelew, a senior at Rider,
often finds himself doing multiple
things at once.
“When I was working on one of my
film projects, I was listening to music for
inspirational purposes, as well as looking
things up online and trying to type up
my game plan,” he said.
Barkelew believes that multitasking
has become second nature.
“It took a little while, but I think
the other things, outside of just work-

ing on the project, kind of help put it
all together,” he said. “I think that kind
of depends on what you’re doing at the
time.”
Another senior, Howard Spaeth,
said he has been multitasking for such
a long time that it has become a natural
habit. He cannot sit down and watch
TV without checking his Blackberry for
new messages, nor can he walk to class
without having his headphones in his
ears and his cell phone in his hand.
New technology represents the
importance of multitasking in the modern world, especially for the younger
generation. Spaeth is an example of the
demographic of people who juggle multiple activities at once.
“One time I had Skype, Facebook
and the Yankee game open [on my
computer],” he said. “What I did was
minimize the windows, and had them
all throughout the screen. It made my
mind go crazy, but it was well worth it
and made night class go a lot quicker.”
According to a study done by Ohio
State University, which focused on the
correlation between social networking
sites and a lower GPA, Facebook users
typically had GPAs between 3.0 and 3.5,
while non-users had GPAs between 3.5
and 4.0. Studying habits also appeared
to be affected, with Facebook users
studying from one to five hours a week

blog.caplin.com

Studies have shown that multitasking can hinder a person’s short term memory.
and non-users studying a total of 11 to
15 hours per week.
Senior Mike Falco agreed with the
findings and said he saw a positive
change in his grades after he deleted his
Facebook.
“Facebook was really distracting for
me,” Falco said. “Whenever I found
myself doing homework I was tempted
to just go on Facebook because the
website is such an easy distraction. It’s
so accessible and the primary reason I
got rid of it was because it really wasn’t
serving me any good. [Deleting it] has

helped me academically, I think.”
Multitasking is not for everyone,
but college kids do seem to find it beneficial most of the time.
“I think it depends on how comfortable you are with it,” Falco said. “It’s
kind of hard to do, but when you are in
college you kind of have to be trained
to handle multiple things at once. After
you adapt to the college experience, it’s
actually kind of easy to focus your time
on three things at once.”
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Love lasts a lifetime

Money-fueled mining in The Last Mountain

Rider rocks back to the ’80s in “The Wedding Singer”
By Katie Hambor
It’s 1985 in Ridgefield, New Jersey.
Hair is big, bridesmaids’ dresses are poufy
and parachute pants are in. You are trans-

ported to A Touch of Class reception hall
for a night of music and dancing, and the
show begins.
Rider University’s musical theater program presented numerous performances

Photos by Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Robbie Hart (sophomore Greg Clark) commands the stage in a rock ’n’ roll number
as wedding-goers show appreciation for love and music.

of “The Wedding Singer” in the Yvonne
Theater beginning on Nov. 17.
Night after night, New Jersey’s favorite wedding singer Robbie Hart (sophomore Greg Clark) serenades wedding parties with his band mates George (senior
Tyler Eley) and Sammy (senior Zachary
Schanne), and guarantees that, when his
music starts to play, love will find you.
However, Robbie is left at the altar at his
own wedding by his fiancée Linda (junior
Amy Donato) and is forced to come to
terms with the fact that he may not actually be good with love. With the help of his
friend Julia (junior Elena Camp), he gets
back on his feet. Meanwhile, Julia is hoping to become engaged to her longtime
boyfriend Glen (sophomore Alexander
Robin Kass). Julia’s friend Holly (senior
Kaitlyn Frotton) also has some issues with
her ex-boyfriend Sammy.
“The Wedding Singer” was nominated for Tony Awards such as “Best
Musical” and “Best Score” during the
2006 Broadway season. This comical,
romantic musical, directed by Miriam
Mills with musical direction by Louis F.
Goldberg, is for everyone.
There are upbeat dance numbers,
including the opening number, “It’s Your
Wedding Day.” There are rock ’n’ roll
songs as well, such as “Casualty of Love.”
Those who have seen the original movie
with Adam Sandler and Drew Barrymore
will recognize two acoustic guitar songs,
“Somebody Kill Me” and “Grow Old
With You.”
“The music is so catchy,” Donato
said. “The songs in the show represent
different songs from the ’80s.”
There are plenty of ensemble num-
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By Jess Scanlon

Holly (senior Kaitlyn Frotton) perfectly replicates this Flash Dance-esque scene.
bers that showcase every single cast member. Not one member overshadowed the
rest, because all did a phenomenal job at
portraying each role.
“The role I play is so quirky,” Eley
said. “It’s obviously nothing like who I
am, so it has been a fun challenge and
an interesting adventure diving into the
part.”
Choreographer Robin Lewis, an assistant professor within the musical theater
dance faculty, did an extraordinary job.
There were some brilliant lifts and the formations were clean and very well thought
out.
The costumes designed by Logan
Barrie Thompson were true to the era,
with plenty of layers, puffed sleeves, animal print and leather pants. Most of the
female cast had big crimped hair to complete the look.
At times the band was a bit too loud
to hear the soloists, but was exceptional

regardless. The vocal performances were
flawless, even through difficult dances.
The set, designed by German
Cardenas-Alaminos, mainly consisted of a
silvery curtain that served as the backdrop
for the wedding reception hall, and moving set pieces were brought out in front for
other scenes. All of the scenes were well-lit
with lighting designed by Brenda Veltre.
“The lighting is great and it really
brings you into the show,” Schanne said.
“Since the show has many freezes and
visualizations of written thoughts, great
lighting is essential.”
If you’re disappointed that you have
yet to see “The Wedding Singer,” you
still have two more chances tonight and
tomorrow at 8 p.m.

From beginning to end, The Last
Mountain is the tale of environmental
heroes and corporate villains. It is a story
of a struggle that has lasted for years
between big bosses and oppressed residents who are determined to save the
breathtaking landscapes that adorn their
neighborhoods.
Students were able to view the film in
the Sweigart Hall auditorium on Tuesday
night and were introduced to the moneyfueled problem that the unearthing of coal
has imposed on the lives of millions.
The documentary deals with mining
in the Appalachian Mountains. It begins
with some shocking facts, such as how
16 pounds of coal are burned per person
daily and that 30 percent of that coal
comes from the Appalachian Region. It
also makes the claim that coal is the biggest contributor to greenhouse gases.
The story quickly transitions to the
subtopic of coal mining that the film deals
with: mountaintop removal coal mining.
This process includes blasting the entire
mountain to expose veins of coal under
the rocks. The narrator describes it as the
“most profitable” way for the coal mining industry to function. Mountaintop
removal is destructive and leaves what
were once national landmarks in ruins.
The documentary then features the
stories of those affected by these practices, focusing on the residents of West
Virginia’s Coal River Valley, who have
had all but one mountain near the area
destroyed.
They share stories of damaged land
after the mountains were exploited, of a
school that lost teachers and of a student
to cancer because of pollution and activ-

ists looking for alternatives to coal, including wind power.
Tuesday’s screening drew an impressive crowd, filling the auditorium to nearly its maximum capacity. The after-film
discussion was also a highlight, sparking
some debate among students and faculty.
However, they all conceded one fact.
“This film has an agenda,” said Daniel
Druckenbrod, assistant professor of environmental sciences and discussion moderator.
He seems to be correct. The Last
Mountain makes clear that the activists,
including Robert Kennedy, Jr. are seen
as the good guys while marking the bad
guys, the coal industry and Massey Energy
in particular, with the same lack of subtlety.
The facts recited before each of the
segments are both interesting and disturbing, but no attribution is ever given, casting doubts on their validity.
However, it is in capturing the emotion of the situation that the story begins
to shine. There were moments when
laughter rang throughout the auditorium

and others when viewers seemed to be
wiping tears away. Ironically some of
the most humorous moments for the
crowd were probably not intended to be
jokes, such as when the governor of West
Virginia called himself “a friend of coal,”
eliciting many chuckles.
Images of protestors being carried off
by police are among the strongest in the
film. The sight of non-violent protestors
recalls previous examples of civil disobedience.
Still, the power of the imagery cannot
overcome the awkwardness of some portions, such as when Kennedy meets with
a member of the coal industry. The scene
feels as staged as an old Western film.
Despite these flaws, the message is
clear. The very first line of narration is as
follows: “I don’t think people understand
where electricity comes from.” The film
then enlightens viewers and proceeds to
show where one source of coal, slightly
less than half of the electricity that society
uses daily, comes from, leaving audiences
in a state of wondrous awe.

thelastmountainmovie.com

West Virginia Coal River Valley resident Maria Gunnoe mourns the loss of this majestic beauty at a mountaintop removal site.

Students give thanks, take a break and make memories
By Lisa Henderson

hendersonl@theridernews.com
For those of you who take great pleasure in eating gluttonously, what is quite
possibly your favorite holiday is right around the corner once again. Not only is
Thanksgiving a time to appreciate what you have, but it’s also a time to enjoy visiting
with family and friends that you haven’t seen in a while. Many of you will take advantage of Black Friday sales, camping out to ensure that you’ll get that iPhone you’ve had
your eye on. We’re privileged to have so much and should remember to keep the less
fortunate in our minds and hearts. Whether you’re planning to travel, party or just
plain relax, you can take the time to appreciate (what should be) a stress-free week.
Have a safe and happy holiday.

flash-screen.com

Keep 38 years of tradition alive and watch A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving with
family and friends on Thanksgiving day at 8 p.m. on ABC.

“I’m going to try and set the
world record for eating the
most turkey.”

“I’m seeing my brother, which
is really cool because he’s stationed in Camp Pendleton in
California and I only see him
maybe once a year. I’m also
going to the Philadelphia premium outlets with a friend and
finding some sweet deals.”

“I go to the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade every year.
This year, my aunt, who does
marketing for Macy’s, will
be cutting the ribbon with the
company’s former president.”

-Greg Wesh
junior

-Jackie Kule
junior

-Erin McCabe
senior

“On Friday, a big group of
[my] friends from high school
play in a 12-team wiffle ball
tournament. It’s an all-day
event, and is always an awesome time.”

“I live in Memphis. I’m going home and I’ll be attending
the Mississippi vs. Mississippi State football game with
friends.”

“We have a fake Thanksgiving
on Sunday. Every year we go
to my aunt’s house, and all of
my family goes there. It’s a lot
of fun.”

-Connor Dragone
senior

-Evan Hawthorne
sophomore

-Margaret Walsh
junior
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Editorial

No need to feel
like a zombie

“G

ood grades, enough sleep and a social life. You
can only have two in college, not all three.” This
seems to be the idea that many college students,
Rider students included, live by every semester. Midterms are
finally over but finals have not yet begun, and it looks like it’s
about that time when students get the most stressed out over
everything on their plates.
We all go through stress on a daily basis. There’s the pressure
to get a perfect score on a final exam, paper or project, because if
we don’t, our final grade in a class could suffer. We could choose
to get enough sleep, but then we won’t spend as much time on
assignments as we should. Then, of course, there’s always the
matter of finding time to balance friends and a job with everything else. With all of that in mind, it’s easy to see how the final
weeks of the semester can drive some students to their breaking
points.
Students should work hard and do their best, but in the long
run, making time to relax and get away from the stress will do
people more good than striving for perfection will.
Sleep is probably the most precious commodity there is to
a college student. It’s one that we all need, but can never get
enough of. Whenever the work starts to pile up, sleep is usually
the first luxury to go. Students stay up later to get assignments
done, cutting into the already limited time they have to rest.
We’ve all done it at least once: stay up until the early hours
of the morning to complete an assignment, only to feel like a
zombie the next day in class. Even though the work got finished,
it’s harder to pay attention to what’s going on around us because
we’re so focused on our exhaustion.
According to Robin Mansfield and Lynn Eiding, two of
the nurse practitioners at Rider’s on-campus health center, extra
stress and a lack of sleep are two factors that contribute to being
more prone to illness, especially upper respiratory infections
such as bronchitis or strep throat, and even the common cold.
Besides increased chances of illness, when students don’t get
enough sleep, it leads to higher blood pressure, increased anxiety
and a slight weight gain, according to a study done by Columbia
University. Stress and a lack of sleep are not helpful or healthy
for anyone and are two issues that need to be addressed.
There are plenty of ways to deal with the extra stress brought
on by the end of the semester. First, estimate how long it will
take to do any assignment, whether it’s reading a textbook or
working on a final paper. Write out a schedule of when to start
and finish the work, if necessary. Students should remind themselves that there will be enough time in the day to get everything
done; it can help get through the work.
Students can also put a pause on working on projects to
watch a movie with their roommate, listen to some music or
even take a nap. It’s good to keep focused, but working for too
long can actually make students do a worse job on projects than
they would if they gave their brains a rest every now and then.
If all else fails, students can always talk to their professors if
they find they are really struggling with getting an assignment
done on time. Or, the more likely option, tell their friends how
much trouble they are having. Having someone to talk to who
can help students with their problems, or even just give a few
encouraging words about how they will get through the difficult
projects, can go a long way. There is no reason for any student to
feel that he or she cannot get an assignment done or worry about
having an emotional breakdown because of how much work is
due.
The main thought that students should focus on is: this
semester is almost over. There are now only two full weeks of
classes to go, meaning it’s almost time for finals, and once those
are over, students will go home for winter break and will hopefully be able to get the sleep they need, the time with friends they
deserve and the break from stress they have earned. The spring
semester will bring a fresh start, and students should use that to
either continue their positive study habits or create new ones.
This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was written by the Opinion Editor, Angelique Lee.
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Eco-Rep Green Corner

Organic food not just for eating
Buying local any time of the year is important, but this time of year is when it really makes
a difference. Whether you’re going out, eating
in or entertaining a crowd, there are always
resources available to help you make the most
sustainable choice, especially during the holiday
season.
l Vegetables: Buying locally grown vegetables
has numerous benefits. According to localharvest.org, most produce sold in grocery stores is
picked four to seven days in advance and travels
around 1,500 miles, on average. Therefore, it’s
clear that produce from local farmers is not only
sustainably sensible, but fresher and healthier as
well. Buy organic and you will make your meal
even more beneficial by eliminating all pesticides
and chemicals. Visit www.localharvest.org and
search by zip code for local farmers in your area.
l Turkey: For most families throughout America,
the turkey is considered the main event on
Thanksgiving, so why not do it right and make it
sustainable? Opt for a free range, all-natural turkey from your local farmer’s market. What this
means is that the birds were raised outdoors as
opposed to being packed into a coop their whole
lives, and were given no chemicals or hormones
to increase their weight. Search for your local free
range, all-natural turkey at www.eatwild.com.
l Pies: Imagine fresh, local ingredients being
combined into a tasty holiday pie. Before you
head home for Thanksgiving this season, take
a five-minute drive to Terhune Orchards and
pick up a fresh, baked-on-premise pie. Check
out their website www.terhuneorchards.com to
choose from a variety of homemade recipes and I
E-mail us at:
ridernews@rider.edu;
newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu;
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu;
ridernewsads@rider.edu
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can almost guarantee you’ll be the most popular
guest. Better yet, check out the immense number
of pie recipes at www.allpierecipes.com and make
your own tasty treat.
l Composting: The sustainable food choices
aren’t over when everyone’s stuffed. Scrape any
food scraps into a compost bin and throw some
dirt in the mix; the scraps will break down into
a nutrient-rich soil, ready for your spring garden.
Some other things you can throw in your bin
to break down include: paper napkins, leaves
and pine needles, fruit and vegetable peels, coffee grounds, shredded newspaper, and any food
scraps you may have — with the exception of
meat and dairy — to name a few. Be sure to visit
www.plantea.com for a list of 163 things you can
compost.
Buying local is a simple way to go green and
impact not only the earth but also your holiday
guests. Some other ways you can make a difference this season are by adopting a vegetarian diet,
using reusable plates and silverware as opposed to
disposable options and checking out thrift stores
for any table and household decorations you
may need. Additionally, try sending out online
invitations for your event from www.evite.com.
Channel all the positive energy this holiday season and take small steps to living sustainably.
-Stephanie Eppolito
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep
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Thanksgiving Viewpoints

Turkey Day brings welcome break from responsibilities
Home is not where you fall asleep at
night; it is where your heart lies.
I spend most of my day working and
attending classes at Rider, and consider it
more of a home than my so-called permanent address at times. This is an opinion
shared by my fellow commuters as well.
A few days off and a break from
the routine that Thanksgiving provides
are two things that every community
member benefits from. The experience
of going home for a break is the same for
every student, regardless of residency.
During the school year, commuters tend to spend more time on campus
than off, if they are full time students.
Academically, the level of schoolwork is
no different for a commuter than it is for
resident students. Add in extracurricular
activities, work and a daily commute and
it’s understandable why many commuters
spend so little time at home.
Sure, I see my parents and my dog
every day, but that time is minimal; home
is a place to sleep. Even my weekends
are generally filled with running errands,
spending time with friends, etc. 		
This is a hectic time for all Rider students. Midterms mark the end of the
easy part of the semester when there are
few projects and major tests. Soon after
we return from break, everything is due
in a furious flurry of never ending deadlines and finals start a slow approach as
December draws closer. Some students
may even reach their breaking points as
their workloads get heavy and the stress
increases.
This is a time when sleep becomes
a precious commodity. It is a time when
many students, this writer included, catch

illnesses that
they ordinarily
would not be
susceptible to
because of the
toll on their
physical and
mental health,
commonly
referred to as
“dorm plague.” Commuter:
The sound of Jess Scanlon
students sneezing in classrooms and corridors alike is
common once again.
When the entire student population is in desperate need of a recess, the
upcoming Thanksgiving break becomes
precious.
Everyone on the campus is human;
therefore, a break is necessary once in
a while. Thanksgiving is always in late
November, a time when the fall semester
is winding down in the most hectic way
possible. This need resonates with every
member of the Rider community: commuter, resident, Greek, post-grad, faculty
and staff alike.
A break is a chance for all of us to
relax, see family, catch up with friends
and enjoy the start of the holidays. When
it comes down to those facts, residency
status is nullified by the simple fact that
we are all Rider students at home for a
few short days.

Whether you’re a freshman or
senior, if you reside on campus, you
are probably anxious to rest and relax
with an old-fashioned home-cooked
meal. Thanksgiving is a vital holiday
for any college student.
As a resident, living at Rider is a
double-edged sword: I don’t have to
drive myself home every day, but I
don’t get the pleasure of sleeping in my
own bed. Sure, you could say residents
have it easy because we have Daly’s and
Cranberry’s at our disposal. However,
nothing beats a nice dinner prepared
by your family.
This makes Thanksgiving break
the prime opportunity for residents to
enjoy what commuters normally take
for granted all year round. Residents
need time to spend with their families,
enjoy great food and get a break before
finals.
I can’t wait any longer to go
home. I’m excited to relax and curl
up on my couch reading a good book
while hanging out with my dog and
helping my mother and sister with
Thanksgiving preparations. During
the four-day break, my sister makes
sweet potato pie and I attempt to
make macaroni and cheese, all while
watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade. It’s these holiday traditions I miss most while living on campus.
However, this year I was told my
- Jess Scanlon break was going to be different. Instead
Senior journalism major of going to celebrate Thanksgiving at
home eating the meal we prepared at
least a day before, we are now going to
celebrate our dear friend’s engagement.

It’s a nice
gesture, but
honestly, I
would prefer to be
home eating homemade mac
and cheese.
T h i s
break also Resident:
s i g n i f i e s Neil Rasbury
that
the
semester is almost finished, meaning
that students will still have assignments to do and tests to study for. This
four-day weekend will give us a chance
to relax and not be bombarded with
classes, work and on-campus jobs.
As much as I enjoy being a resident advisor, a part of me is not
anxious to return to my duties after
break. When I’m on campus, I have to
do rounds, sit in an office or write up
violations. When I go home, I won’t
have so much responsibility. I won’t
have to worry about quiet hours or
posters being torn down. My main
responsibility will be to make sure my
dog is walked and fed, and that’s not
so stressful.
Even though I love being at Rider,
I can’t wait to go home for a few
days. This weekend gives us the time
to unwind with family and friends
and truly reflect on the meaning of
Thanksgiving.
- Neil Rasbury
Sophomore journalism major

Health and Fitness

Winter weather can be frightful, exercise can be delightful
Cold weather has arrived and is here to stay for at
least the next few months. The days are getting shorter,
leaves are falling to the ground and frost is appearing
on windows first thing in the morning. In these cold
months, the period of time from Thanksgiving to
New Year’s Day is considered the holiday season, when
people pass time by eating turkey, stuffing and pecan
pies. It’s a common activity to sip on hot chocolate and
pumpkin spice lattes or to munch on candy canes and
peppermint bark. Some typical cold-weather activities
include sitting by a fireplace or heating system, playing video games, watching movies or television and, of
course, stalking people on various social media websites.
One activity that is sadly not associated with the
winter months and the holiday season is exercise. Lazy
winter activities may be why a lot of people are more
likely to gain weight during this time period than during any other season.
Let’s be honest — the idea of actually doing physical exercise outside in freezing cold temperatures is a
ridiculous idea to many. Most people would rather eat
leftovers from Thanksgiving on their couch than even
step outside to walk their dogs.
It is really not fair to let your body or your dog’s
bladder suffer because of your own laziness. Exercising

in the winter is just as important as exercising in the
summer; think of all the extra food you eat because of
Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas and New Year’s.
Just because an oversized sweater can hide your fat rolls
doesn’t mean you can just give up your beach-body
because it’s cold outside and all you want to do is lay
in your bed under the covers.
A few good things to do in order to stay active
outside during the cold months include snow football,
mountain biking, skateboarding, skiing, snowboarding
and sledding. If it’s snowing outside, make a snowman
or an igloo. Go on a run or walk with a friend. Sprint
from your dorm room to your car. All of these activities
are great ways to stay active when it’s cold and snowy
outside.
It is important to dress correctly for the weather.
The number one way to avoid the cold while being
outside is to layer. Put on a sweatshirt, sweatpants,
earmuffs and gloves and go on a run. Ten minutes in,
you will be sweating through your shirt.
Of course, you can always exercise indoors as well.
Join a gym, go to the Student Recreation Center, do
yoga in your living room or walk around a shopping
mall. These are also effective ways to stay active.
Although exercising inside is beneficial, it is still
important to breathe in some fresh air, so don’t forget

to get a good dosage of oxygen once in awhile.
In Rocky IV, Rocky Balboa trained outdoors in
the freezing cold, while his Soviet boxer opponent,
Ivan Drago, trained indoors. If you have ever seen
the ending to the movie, you’ll know that the person
who worked out in the cold was tougher and came
out ahead of the person who exercised in a gym on
machines.
Is one way better than the other? In the case of
Rocky IV, yes. However, something is better than nothing. Doing crunches on your living room floor during
commercial breaks is better than sitting on your couch
eating potato chips.
While you are getting your heart rate up, the only
things other people will be raising are their cholesterol
levels. Don’t be the person who has to buy new pants
with Christmas money because your old pants can’t
fit anymore or the person eating three slices of pecan
pie. Be the person who smells of cold sweat, and who
can still look good in a bathing suit even in 20-degree
weather. Eat your pie and look good too; all you have
to do is face the cold weather and exercise.

The Rider News is printed by Packet Publications, Princeton, N.J. Our paper, purchased directly from
North American mills, is composed of 50 percent recycled newsprint and 50 percent thermo-mechanical
pulp (made from wood-chip and sawdust byproducts of the wood industry). Our inks are soy or mineral
oil, not petroleum-based. Printing plates, litho film materials and silver content are recycled after use.

- Paige McAtee
Junior journalism major
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J. Thompson to play overseas?

Multiple reports have indicated that former Rider star Jason Thompson is strongly considering
playing professionally overseas due to the NBA Lockout worsening. In his three seasons with the
Sacramento Kings,Thompson has averaged 10.8 points per game and 7.3 rebounds per game.

W. Bball
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ing Sunday, 63-43. Rider was
led by double-double efforts
from sophomore MyNeshia
McKenzie and Bopp. McKenzie
finished with 16 points and
12 rebounds and Bopp scored
14 points and snatched 10
rebounds.

Rider won in comeback
fashion after trailing by four
points early in the second half.
The Broncs dominated from
then on, constructing a 27-1
run that included nine points
by Heller.
The Broncs outscored the
Bison 31-7 after halftime as
Heller finished the day with 14
points.
Milligan’s goal for the sea-

son is to take it one day at a
time and get better with each
game.
“Our goals for this season
are simple,” she said. “We want
to take a step forward on our
journey every day. Penn is the
third step of many more to
come. We are happy with the
first steps but need to continue
to work hard every day and get
better.”

rebounds. Sophomore guard
Frantz Massenat scored 21
points of his own while dishing
out four assists. He also had five
rebounds.
Senior guard Jeff Jones,
who transferred to Rider with
one year of eligibility left after
playing three years at Virginia,
made his debut in Alumni
Gym. Jones had a game he’d like
to forget, scoring four points on
1-8 shooting. Stewart recorded
a double-double, compiling
12 points and 10 rebounds.
Sophomore guard Anthony
Myles added 13 points.
“At times, we show glimpses of how good we can be,”
Stewart said. “We just have to
work on playing hard for 40
minutes.”
This past Sunday, Rider
showed the talent that they have
by going blow for blow with
nationally ranked Pittsburgh
(2-1)
The Broncs held a lead
with under five minutes to go;
however, a crucial turnover by
senior forward Brandon Penn
gave Pitt the opportunity to
shut the door on Rider and
hang on for the 86-78 win.
Myles scored 20 points for

the second time in two games,
while three other Broncs were
also in double figures. Stewart,
Gadson and Jones each had 18,
17 and 15 points, respectively.
The Broncs also suffered a
bad loss in the season opener
against Robert Morris (2-0).
Rider never seemed to be in the
game, falling down by 20 at the
half.
Sophomore guard Corron
Williams led the way for Robert
Morris with a game-high 28
points. Myles led Rider with
a career-high 20 points. Rider
turned the ball over an appalling 25 times, giving the team
no chance to win.
“Even though we are having a rough start to our season, it’s important that we stay
together throughout this time
of frustration,” Gadson said.
“Playing these out-of-conference games are preparing us
for our conference games in a
couple of months. We would
rather go through a rough time
now and grow as a team than
go through rough times come
January or February.”
Rider will play in Alumni
Gym for the third straight
game on Monday as it takes on
Howard.
“We are going to be fine,”
Gadson said.

Hockey continues to skate past MACHA opponents
ICE HOCKEY

By Steven Eggert
The Rider ice hockey team
(16-3) is coming off a threegame weekend where it swept
the competition.
The Broncs defeated
Millersville (8-3-1) 7-2, St.
Joseph’s (3-9) 4-1 and Alvernia
(7-2) 4-3.
The Broncs’ strong start
to the season has given them
an eighth place spot in the
Southeast Regional rankings,
according to achahockey.org.
Freshman goaltender Nate
Kholodenko was pleased with
the team’s performance through
the tough weekend.
“We knew it was going to
be a long and tiring weekend,”
Kholodenko said. “In order to
stay focused throughout the
weekend, we had to work in
practice to ensure our best performance.”
Head Coach Ted Gerry was
also happy with what he saw on
the ice.
“The overall work ethic of
the team this year has been
great,” Gerry said. “We pride
ourselves in outworking our
opponents. We try our hardest to do the little things right,
like blocking shots, defensive
zone coverage, following up
rebounds in the offensive zone
and staying calm under pres-

sure.”
Tonight, the Broncs will
take on Temple (1-11) before
heading to Delaware to battle
the Blue Hens (3-6). Previously,
the Broncs have not faced
Delaware as the Blue Hens
are new to the MACHA this
season, but Rider is familiar
with Temple, who defeated the
Broncs earlier this year, 4-2.
Kholodenko is hoping to
extract some payback from the
Owls.
“There is definitely a hunger for revenge,” Kholodenko
said. “They barely squeaked by
us in the first game of the season, but since that first game,
[we’ve grown] so much as a
team and definitely developed a
lot of chemistry.”
Senior Connor Dragone is
prepared to square off on the
ice.
“I think the guys are really going to be hungry against
Temple because they just
caught us on a bad night,” he
said. “With the talent we have
this year, I feel as though we are
expected to win and it will be a
great game for us to show everyone what we have, and that we
are a legitimate team.”
The Broncs have outscored
their opponents 99-47 this season. The offense is something
that Rider prides itself on.
Junior captain Frank
Garvey currently leads the

Broncs in goals (21) and total
points (38). He is ranked eighth
in the MACHA in total points
and sixth in goals.
“Coming into the season,
we knew our offense would
be the backbone of the team,”
Gerry said. “We rely heavily on
our offense to score. One thing
our offense does not get enough
credit for is their defensive play.
Our forwards all back check
and are strong in the defensive
zone.”
Dragone is not surprised
with the number of offensive
weapons that the team possesses.
“The offense has been very
good due to the talent and hard
work we have,” he said. “We
brought in freshmen Pat Grilli
and Chris Daley, who have
contributed right away. Guys
like sophomore Mike Rossi and
senior Andrew Michael also add
secondary scoring.”
A high-scoring Rider
offense makes the goalie’s job in
net much easier, no matter who
the Broncs have between the
pipes that night.
“As a goalie, anytime your
team can put up big numbers
offensively, it relaxes you and
makes you stay confident,” said
Kholodenko. “In the event that
we do let up a goal, we’re still
relaxed and calm that our team
can get it back for us.”

greatsave9.smugmug.com

Senior Connor Dragone is second on the Broncs with 13 goals,
and third in points with 25. Dragone has also dished out 12
assists this season, helping Rider win 16 games thus far.
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Swim and dive prepares for Big Al Open
SWIM AND DIVE

By Steven Eggert
The Rider swim and dive
teams made a splash in their
tri-meet against LaSalle and
Delaware, but were still unable
to come away with a win. The
team will put the recent loss on
the backburner and focus its
full attention towards the Big
Al Open at Princeton on Dec.
2, in which they’ll compete
against six other programs.
Despite last Saturday’s
outcome, Head Coach Steve
Fletcher was very pleased with
how his team performed.
“At La Salle this past week,
close to 80 percent of our team
recorded a season best and a
few record lifetime bests,” he
said. “The scores don’t reflect
how competitive this meet was.
There were close races throughout. Three out of four relays
that were contested were decided in less than eight-tenths of
a second between the three
schools.”
The men and women have
time to rest and prepare before
the Big Al Open, and Fletcher
is making sure to use the time
wisely.
“Going into the next three
weeks, we need to commit as a
group to working on details in

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Brian Molloy won two races in the tri-meet against Delaware and LaSalle University.
practice in order to sharpen up
our racing for the Big Al Open,”
Fletcher said. “The coaches and
team look for season-best performances at Princeton, and we
are rarely disappointed.”
On the men’s side, junior
Johnny Funk has goals he would
like to see the team accomplish

heading into the tournament.
“We have a talented group,
but in order to perform to our
potential, we need to be consistent with our performances,”
Funk said. “Personally, I would
like to help the breaststroke
group stay focused and help
them achieve their personal

goals.”
For the women, junior
Kelly O’Connor wants the
team to perform well in the
tournament and realizes that
preparation will help set up a
potential victory.
“These next couple weeks
awaiting the Big Al open, we

will be focusing on training
extremely hard so we can perform very well,” O’Connor
said.
Diving coach Eric Blevins
sees these next couple of weeks
as an opportunity for his divers
to perfect their craft prior to the
meet.
“Repetitions are going to
be the key to their success at
the meet,” he said. “If the divers
can perform up to where they
should be, they will be a major
factor.”
Senior Brendan Cavallaro
hopes the dive team can
improve upon last year’s performance.
“This year, [sophomore]
Trevor [Hiller] and I have
increased our degree of difficulty and are diving a lot
better than this time last year,”
Cavallaro said. “I expect both
of us to make finals on both
boards this year and this will
help the team tremendously in
winning points for our overall
total.”
Fletcher hopes that the
team’s experience at the Big Al
Open will be comparable to
years past.
“Our performances in this
meet over my 10 years at Rider
have become a source of pride
for all of our athletes,” he said.

Wrestling grapples against top-50 ranked Badgers
WRESTLING

By Kim Leder
After squeaking by Army
on the road and competing
in the Binghamton Open, the
wrestling team returns to Rider
for its first home match against
its neighbor, Princeton, and
43rd-ranked Wisconsin.
“Our team is capable of
being a conference contender,” redshirt freshman Donald
McNeil said. “We just need to
work on scoring bonus points
when we can and not giving
up points for bad reasons. Our
team is solid all the way through
and I believe we are a powerful
dual meet team that can turn
some heads on the national
scale.”
Head Coach Gary Taylor’s
crew will look to turn heads
today when it hosts Princeton
and Wisconsin, but Taylor
understands that his team is
still progressing.
“The team is still young,”
he said. “[They’re] learning,
growing and getting better but
still young and therefore, not as
consistent as they hopefully one
day will be.”
Although Army defeated
Iowa State, who is ranked 23rd
in the country, Rider stopped

the Black Knights’ winning
streak with a close 16-15 win.
“[We] won thanks to a
great team effort from everyone
wrestling smart,” McNeil said.
The Broncs will take on
Wisconsin and Princeton in
hopes of adding a few more
victories to the win column.
“We need to fix our own
individual problems in order
to take this team where it is
destined to go,” junior Brandon
Lintner said. “Our strengths
going into this weekend are our
conditioning and the way we
wrestle, not giving up points
and scoring through the opportunities that we create.”
Taylor is excited about having a powerhouse school come
and compete at Rider.
“We are excited to have
one of the premier Big Ten
teams come to Rider,” he said.
“Wisconsin is constantly one of
the best in the Big Ten and also
has been in the top five to 10
teams in the nation for the past
several years.”
Wisconsin welcomes back
10 letter winners and nine newcomers to its team this year.
In addition, they have five
returning starters including two
NCAA qualifiers from last season.
Although the Badgers will

be without three of their 2011
All-American recipients because
of Olympic redshirt seasons,
returning are two 2011 AllAmerican qualifiers, juniors
Cole Schmitt and Ben Jordan.
Lintner and the Broncs
are ready for the opportunity
to take on such a dominating
team.
“I feel like Wisconsin will
be a good match for us to see
where we stand as a team overall,” Lintner said. “I know that
they are a tough team and are
nationally ranked, so we have to
be ready to wrestle.”
The Broncs are just as
focused on picking up a victory
over the Tigers as the Badgers.
Princeton had six wrestlers
finish in the top six of their
respective weight classes at the
Binghamton Open.
“Princeton is an important match for us where we
can turn around some of the
individual losses that we had
at Binghamton,” Lintner said.
“They are close by so it would
be nice to get a win against
them.”
Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Jimmy Kirchner had a strong showing at the Binghamton
Open as he placed sixth in the 141 lbs division. At the competition, Kirchner won four of his seven matches.
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Early morning blues
Rider loses first four games including
6 a.m. ESPN contest versus Drexel
MEN’S BASKETBALL

By Corey Donetz
For the first time in 15
years, the Rider men’s basketball
team has fallen to 0-4 to start
the season, as it lost convincingly to Robert Morris, 83-57,
10th-ranked Pittsburgh, 86-78,
and finally the highly anticipated home opener against Drexel
on Tuesday, 80-62, which was
televised on ESPN.
Things did not look up
for the Broncs’ as they lost to
Pennsylvania (2-1) in overtime,
78-72, on Thursday night.
During the Drexel game,
both teams played well in the
opening minutes, showcasing
solid defense and matching
buckets, despite the odd 6 a.m.
tip-off.
“The 6 a.m. [start time]
did not play a role in us losing,”
senior forward Novar Gadson
said. “Once the ball was tipped
and the game was under way it
was just like any college game;
no one really worried about the
time.”
Gadson, who has recovered
from offseason knee surgery,
has wasted no time getting back
to business. He led the Broncs
with 14 points and three blocks

in the loss.
The scoreboard was even
for most of the first half until
around the five minute mark,
when Rider broke an 18-18 tie
by going on an 8-0 run to make
the score 26-18. Poor execution
in the final minutes of the half
allowed Drexel to counter with
a run of its own, eventually
tying the game, 28-28 at halftime.
Drexel (1-0) picked up
where it left off before the half,
coming out on a 10-2 run,
which Rider never seemed to
recover from. Neither team
executed well offensively, but
Drexel cashed in on its secondchance opportunities throughout the game. The Dragons
dominated Rider on the boards,
out-rebounding the Broncs
45-34.
“We have to box out and
crash the glass hard,” sophomore forward Daniel Stewart
said. “We’ve been out-rebounded all three games.”
Junior guard Jon Thompson
stepped back into the starting lineup against the Dragons
after being suspended last season for impermissible benefits.
Thompson scored seven points
while snatching eight rebounds.
The Broncs rely heavily on

the three-point shot, and it was
clear that it was not falling for
them on Tuesday. Rider shot
an abysmal 3-18 from behind
the arc, making just one threepointer in the second half.
“We
didn’t
execute
throughout the game,” Gadson
said. “We didn’t make shots,
missed free throws [and] didn’t
rebound. I can go on and on
[about] why we didn’t win, and
it’s our job as a team to get it
together and figure out what’s
going wrong and fix it.”
Rider made a slight run to
cut the deficit to 43-40, but
Drexel went on another 15-0
run to make the score 58-40.
Drexel also had mechanical errors as the game was
winding down, which left the
door open for the Broncs. The
Dragons made 17 out of 24 free
throws down the stretch, but
the Broncs were unable to take
advantage of the free points
themselves as they made 17 of
26 from the charity stripe.
Drexel had a big enough
lead to hang on for the 18-point
victory.
Senior forward Samme
Givens dominated down low
for Drexel, scoring a game-high
21 points while grabbing seven

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

Freshman Eddie Mitchell prepares to call a play against the
See M. Bball, p. 10 Drexel Dragons defense during the 6 a.m. “white-out” game.

Women’s basketball begins on high note
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

By David Nugent

Katelyn White/The Rider News

Sophomore MyNeshia McKenzie finished with a
double-double in a winning effort against Bucknell.

The women’s basketball team is 2-0 for the first
time since the 1982-83 season and is now attempting
to build upon that record this weekend.
The Broncs will travel to Philadelphia tomorrow to
visit the historical Palestra and take on Pennsylvania at
3:30 p.m.
Rider Head Coach Lynn Milligan said Rider’s
focus will be against sophomore guard Alyssa Baron,
who was named last year’s Ivy League Rookie of the
Year.
“Our key matchup will be their best player, Alyssa
Baron,” Milligan said. “We will need to limit her
touches as much as we can.”
The Quakers (1-0) come into the contest after
defeating St. Francis (N.Y.) 70-61 in overtime in their
season opener. Pennsylvania was led by Baron’s 27
points while senior forward Jess Knapp contributed 10
in the win.
The game featured 12 lead changes in the last 12
minutes of regulation. Penn rallied after trailing by
seven at the break and as much as nine in the second
half.
Milligan said that defense and slowing the pace
will be important factors in beating the Quakers.
“Our keys for Penn will be to continue to play
solid defense,” Milligan said. “We have to keep them
out of transition and off the boards.”

Junior forward Carleigh Brown agrees with her
coach about the importance of strong defense.
“Some of the things we are focusing on are improving our help defense and off the ball defense as well as
transition defense,” she said. “We are also adding some
new plays and working on fine-tuning the plays we
have.”
Junior Caitlin Bopp is looking forward to the
opportunity to play Penn again. Last year, Penn beat
Rider 60-45.
“I think the main focus is that we just have to
remember to play our game and not let Penn make us
change our pace,” Bopp said. “Last year we didn’t play
our game and let a win get away, so we definitely are
looking to get [a win] back. I think it’s going to be a
good competitive game and we’re definitely looking to
come back with a win.”
Rider is off to its best start in 29 years thanks to
home victories over Lafayette and Bucknell.
“We’ve been working really hard over the summer
and preseason, and it feels amazing to finally see all of
our hard work pay off,” Brown said.
The Broncs defeated Lafayette 64-56 last Friday, as
senior Sarah Homan led the way with a career-high 20
points.
Rider trailed 33-31 with 15 minutes to play before
going on a 17-0 run, which included seven points from
senior Ali Heller, last year’s MAAC Sixth Player of the
Year.
The Broncs took down Bucknell on the follow-

See W. Bball, p. 10

