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To Catch a Predator?

16

Professor arrested in FBI sex sting, awaiting trial
By Emily Landgraf
landgrafe@theridernews.com
Dr. Austin Winther, a Rider
University professor in the
Graduate School of Education,
is being detained in federal custody after being arrested on
March 15 in an online FBI sex
sting.
Winther, 64, of Philad
elphia, has been on disability
leave from Rider since October
2009. He is awaiting trial for
allegedly trying to persuade a
minor to cross state lines in
order to have sex and for electronically sharing pornographic
material with an individual
under the age of 16.
U.S. Magistrate Judge
Timothy R. Rice of the
Pennsylvania Eastern District
Court ruled Winther should
remain behind bars after he
entered a plea of not guilty at
his March 18 arraignment.

Winther was arrested by
federal agents at Philadelphia
International Airport, where
he believed he was picking up
a mother and her 13-year-old
daughter for sex at a nearby
hotel, according to an FBI affidavit-complaint.
The arrest came after a fivemonth investigation conducted by Boise, Idaho, Detective
Jason Pietrzak, in which he
posed online as a mother and
daughter.
Federal defender Felicia
Sarner, who represented
Winther at the March 18
detention hearing, requested
that Winther be released from
custody, saying she did not feel
indefinite incarceration was
appropriate in his case.
“He has never been in trouble before,” she said. “He is a
64-year-old man with a multitude of physical and other seri-

See Winther, p. 3

FBI Affidavit

Dr. Austin Winther used the photo upload website PicPaste to send images of himself to whom
he believed to be a mother and her 13-year-old daughter. He is in federal custody awaiting trial.

Million-dollar move sparks
administrative reshuffling
By Katie Zeck

Illustration by Helen Mannion/The Rider News

The occupants of Centennial House and Public Safety will be
reshuffled in a million-dollar move also involving Dean of Students Anthony Campbell’s former home on Route 206.
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candidates

In a move aimed at creating more revenue and campus living space, Rider last
weekend began a $1 million
series of moves that will ultimately see Dean of Students
Anthony Campbell, the Office
of Information Technologies
(OIT) and Public Safety residing in new locations.
The OIT, which currently
occupies Centennial House,
will be moved to Public Safety’s
current location in the General
Services Building (GSB). Public
Safety will then be transferred
to Campbell’s former home,
West House on Route 206.
Campbell has already moved
into a home adjacent to Rider
on West Long Drive. The entire
move, is expected to be completed by January 2012.

Daly’s favorite
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pasta chef

Campbell moved into his
new residence this past weekend and the renovations to
West House for Public Safety
will begin as soon as permits
are obtained. According to
Mike Reca, Vice President of
Facilities and Auxiliary Services,
the anticipated completion date
is late summer. When Public
Safety moves into its new location, renovations will then
begin in GSB to house OIT
with a target completion date of
December 2011.
The final stage of the
move will be the restoration
of Centennial House into a
40-bed residence hall. This
modification will be completed
by the start of the 2012 spring
semester explained Mike Reca.
According to Campbell,
the main reason for the moves
is to find new living spaces

on campus, consistent with
President Mordechai Rozanski
and the university’s plan to generate revenue without physically expanding.
“We’re trying to find a
way to expand residence hall
spaces without building,” said
Campbell.
The moves, however, are
being met with mixed emotions.
“One of the main reasons
I chose to go to Rider was
because it was a small, closeknit community,” said freshman Katie Freier. “I feel that
making Centennial House a
residence hall is the start of losing that aspect of Rider.”
Other students were
pleased with the prospect of an
additional residence hall and an
expanding student body.

See Move, p. 5
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Gutin discusses Barbara Bush’s legacy in D.C.
By Amanda Sandlin
Rider professor Dr. Myra
Gutin spoke about her book,
Barbara Bush: Presidential
Matriarch, when she was invited
to speak as part of the Women’s
History Month Book Signing
Series in Washington, D.C., last
week.
On March 16, Gutin, a
professor in the Department
of
Communication
and
Journalism, spoke at Ketchum
Hall in the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States building on Capitol Hill just across
from the U.S. Supreme Court
building. Other authors participating in the series included
Kristie Miller, Barbara A. Perry
and Maurine Beasley, all of
whom wrote about First Ladies.
Gutin’s main focus was on
Bush’s crusade against illiteracy,
which the professor described as
a success.
“She made good on that
promise,” Gutin said. “At the
time that I had written the
book, they had given away $16
million in grants.”
According to Gutin, Bush’s
ability to connect with the public “put a human face on literacy.”
“About 18 percent of Mrs.

Bush’s speeches were devoted
to her project on literacy,” she
said. “She was a voice for the
program.”
Her strength as a communicator did not come easily
though, Gutin said. It was a
trait that Bush had to work
hard to attain.
“I would have to say generally that she was active, but
she was also cautious as a First
Lady,” Gutin said. “She never
wanted to put herself in a position where it was going to take
George Bush’s political capital
to clean up her mess.”
As independently as she
stood, Bush wanted to clarify
to the American public that
she was not Nancy Reagan, former First Lady, Gutin said. She
noted that Bush realized that
she appealed to a much different audience.
“She was doing an event
in Washington and Mrs. Bush
says, ‘My mail tells me there are
a lot of fat white-haired ladies
that are tickled pink that I’m
going to be First Lady,’” Gutin
recalled.
Gutin also reminded the
audience that Bush was the earliest First Lady to deal with
press coverage around the clock.
She had a decent relationship
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with the media because Bush
understood how they worked.
“I found something in her
memoir, where she said something that everyone in the
public life has to understand.
It’s that ‘the press has the last
word,’” said Gutin.
Over time, Gutin said that
Bush became more popular
than her husband. People began
making buttons that read, “I’m
voting for Barbara’s husband.”
George H.W. Bush began using
phrases such as “Barbara and I
think,” or “Barbara and I feel,”
Gutin explained.
Ultimately, the lack of wider
support for President Bush led
to the demise of his presidency.
Even though his wife fought to
keep him in the White House,
it just wasn’t enough.
“During that campaign she
gave 61 formal speeches, but
she was busy with phone banks
and cheering on volunteers,”
Gutin said. “She said to people,
‘We need George Bush’s Texas.’
The country did not agree, and
they left Barbara Bush with
a very, very sour taste in her
mouth.”
Amanda Sandlin/The Rider News

Dr. Myra Gutin discusses her book at the Women’s History
Month Book Signing Series last week in Washington, D.C.

The

Rider News

Friday, March 25, 2011

Winther

Continued from p. 1

ous health problems. This was a
government sex sting. It did not
involve a prepubescent child.
I don’t feel there’s a reason to
conclude that he’s such a danger
to the community that he can’t
be released.”
According to the affidavit,
Winther suffers from cerebral
palsy on his right side. He will
remain in federal custody as
he awaits a formal trial date,
according to court documents.
Winther taught at Rowan
University from 1998 until
2005, and left the institution
as an associate professor of
elementary education, according to José Cardona, Rowan’s
director of media and public
relations.
Winther was hired at Rider
in 2005 as a nontenured professor in the graduate teacher
education program, according to Executive Director of
University Communications
Dan Higgins.
When he went on longterm disability in 2009, it “was
the last action that occurred,”
Higgins said. “We do not
expect him to return to Rider.”
There is no indication that
the university will formally discharge Winther, according to
Higgins.
Campbell, who also teaches graduate students, expressed
sympathy for Winther’s wife
and son.
“I just feel for his family,”
Campbell said. “They’ve got to
be devastated. They’re victimized, too.”
Campbell said he was
familiar with Winther, but did
not know him well.
“I knew him to pass him
in the hallway and say, ‘Hi,’”
Campbell said. “I didn’t know
him to sit down and talk with
him and spend a lot of time

with him. I wouldn’t say that I
really knew him.”
John LeMasney, an adjunct
professor in the School of
Graduate Education, was
friends with Winther on
Facebook. He said that he
did not know Winther well,
but that when he consulted
Winther as Rider’s manager of
instructional technology, he
found that Winther was “very
interested in using technology
to effectively help his students
to learn and to work more productively.”
“I helped him on several
occasions to work out some
comparatively tough technology issues,” LeMasney said.
“He liked to solve problems
and was very open to new ideas
and tools. He was always quite
a gentleman to me, and very
appreciative of my assistance.
I hope he can get the help he
needs to make it through this
difficult time.”
As part of the investigation, Pietrzak posed as a mother
and daughter, “Jill” and “Jen,”
on XChat, an Internet Relay
Chat program “that allows users
to join multiple IRC channels
(chat rooms) at the same time,
talk publicly, have private conversations, etc.,” according to
the FBI complaint.
On Oct. 22, 2010, Pietrzak
entered a chat room on XChat
entitled #Pedoclub under the
alias “marriedmom” and was
immediately asked to leave.
Upon exiting the chat room,
Pietrzak was contacted by
someone with the username
“Jammmessssss,” according to
the affidavit.
Pietrzak issued an administrative subpoena to track the
Internet Protocol (IP) address,
the unique number a computer
uses to connect to the Internet,
of “Jammmessssss” on or about
Nov. 10, 2010. It was found to
be Winther’s. Through obtaining his IP address, Pietrzak

Security Briefs
We didn’t start the fire
The fact there was no
fire didn’t stop one unknown
individual from setting off a
fire extinguisher right before
spring break.
On Friday, March 11, at
8 a.m., Public Safety was dispatched to Switlik Hall after
learning that a fire extinguisher had been discharged
in one of the lounges.
After discharging the
extinguisher, the person proceeded to draw figures in the
chemical dust on a table.
Anyone with information should contact Public
Safety at x. 5029.

Car keyed
FBI Complaint

Honorable L. Felipe Restrepo issued an arrest warrant in response to evidence presented by Idaho detective Jason Pietrzak.
and the FBI were able to log
the date, time and duration of
Winther’s chat sessions, according to the affidavit.
As Winther and Pietrzak
chatted, Winther inquired
about the age of “Jill’s” children. “Jill” replied that she had
one child, a 13-year-old daughter named “Jen,” according to
the complaint.
Parts of the complaint suggest that Winther has either
engaged in similar behavior or
considered engaging in similar behavior before contacting
“Jill” and “Jen.”
Most of the conversations
referenced in the complaint
contain sexually explicit material. Winther as “Jammmessssss”
consistently asked both “women” questions regarding sex,
masturbation and pornography
and stated that he would like to
have sex with both of them if

Successful healthcare
careers start at Jefferson
Jefferson School of Health Professions offers
a full spectrum of healthcare degrees in:
• Bioscience Technologies (BS, MS)

• Couple and Family Therapy (MFT)

• Occupational Therapy (BS/MSOT, EMOT, OTD)
• Physical Therapy (DPT)

• Radiologic Sciences (BS, MS)

Students collaborate across disciplines
with peers from the Schools of Medicine,
Nursing, Pharmacy and Population Health.
Graduates consistently pass licensure
examinations and secure jobs.
THOMAS JEFFERSON UNIVERSITY
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www.jefferson.edu/jshp
1-877-JEFF-247

that would be possible, among
other things.
Pictures were exchanged
between the two parties,
and all pictures and videos
“Jammmessssss” sent appeared
to be consistent with a photocopy of a Pennsylvania driver’s license issued to Austin A.
Winther, which was obtained
by Pietrzak on or about Nov.
2, 2010, according to the complaint.
Winther was apprehended
at the airport after he arranged
to fly “Jill” and “Jen” in from
Idaho for sex.

Be sure to check
theridernews.com for a
web exclusive on HerCampus’ online magazine debut.

A female resident student found that someone had
pulled a Carrie Underwood
and keyed the driver’s side of
her car before spring break.
On Friday, March 11,
at 2:45 p.m., Public Safety
was dispatched to the West
Village B parking lot on a
report that a student’s car had
been damaged.
The student stated that
she had parked her car there
at 10 p.m. on March 10,
and when she returned at
2:40 p.m. the next day, she
noticed the scratches.
Anyone with information should call Public Safety
at x. 5029.

Drug violation
Two male resident students were busted when staff
members of Olson Hall were
made suspicious when they
noticed the smell of marijuana while closing the building
for spring break.
On Friday, March 11,
at 5:34 p.m., Public Safety
was dispatched to Olson Hall
to meet with staff members
about a possible narcotics
violation.
While performing fire
safety inspections, staff members observed the odor in
one of the rooms. Upon further investigation, the staff
members noticed suspected
marijuana residue on one of
the desks.
Public Safety could also
smell the possible marijuana
and noticed the residue on
the desk. LTPD was notified
and responded.
The students have been
charged with violating the
university’s drug policy.

Information provided by Director
of Rider’s Department of Public
Safety Vickie Weaver.
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Make New York City &
John Jay College
your destination for
fun and learning!

summer

@ John Jay

Located in the heart of Manhattan,

John Jay College of Criminal Justice
Located in the heart
of Manhattan,
offers you an opportunity to:
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
graduate
on with
time
To learn more about our
offers you an opportunity
to study
sessions,
requirements
the best while enjoyingfulfill
all ofgeneral educationsummer
visit our website
New York City’s summeraffordability
festivities.

financial aid available www.jjay.cuny.edu/summerjj

We’re offering three summer sessions
We’re offering
with courses for graduate
and three summer sessions
with courses for graduate andRegister Now!
undergraduate students. You’ll be able
undergraduate students.
to jumpstart your education by taking
To many
learn more
about our
one of the
affordable
courses
summer sessions,
that we’re
offering.
visit
our website
www.jjay.cuny.edu/summerjj1

Register Now!
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Senator discusses vision for America’s future
By Dalton Karwacki
karwackid@theridernews.com
In order to answer the
challenges facing the United
States, Americans must make
difficult decisions in the near
future with regard to how the
country defines itself, U.S. Sen.
Bob Menendez said during a
speech in Daly’s Mercer Room
on Tuesday.
Menendez, the junior senator from New Jersey, spent
an hour speaking to a crowd
of about 100 people as part of
the Rebovich Institute for New
Jersey Politics’ Governing New
Jersey series. In his remarks,
he explained his own vision
for America and examined the
importance of having goals for
the nation’s progress in forming
policy.
“I want to talk about what’s
happening both domestically
and internationally, not just in
terms of how it fits into a
particular political agenda, but
whether it satisfies our vision
of what we want America to be
and what we want it to represent to the world,” he said.
Menendez, a Democrat,
said that he views America as
a country that does “the right
thing,” even if it is difficult
to do so, and that leads the
world in terms of innovation
and technological and economic advancement.
He explained the origin
of this belief by describing his
childhood. He said that his
mother, a Cuban political refu-

Move

Continued from p. 1
“I like that more people
would be coming to Rider, you
can make more connections to
others, more networking,” said
freshman Nichole Hitchner.
“The more people that come to
Rider, the more fresh faces you
can see around campus and the
more people you can share your
college experiences with.”
Campbell, however, assures
that the moves will be nothing
but beneficial to the students.
“It’ll make the campus safer
because Public Safety will be
more visible to the front of the
campus and OIT will have the
space needed to better run their
operations.”
According to Campbell,
the income generated by the
space for new students will pay
for the moves relatively quickly.
“This move generates
income for us that we don’t
have right now by eventually
filling Centennial with students. The money generated
from Centennial will pay for
the move in about two and a
half years.”
It is anticipated that the

gee, played a huge role in forming this view. He pointed to her
generosity and compassion as
being particularly influential.
He said that when he was growing up in a tenement in Union
City, N.J., his mother would
often invite people from the
building for dinner.
“One day I asked her how
it was that we had people coming over for dinner when there
wasn’t all that much here,” he
said. “And she said to me, ‘Son,
these people are worse off than
we are. We have an opportunity
to share with them and that is
ultimately the right thing to
do.’”
According to Menendez,
that idea of “the right thing to
do” stuck with him and drives
him in everything he does. He
discussed how this vision of
America has shaped his stance
on various issues. Economically,
for instance, he said that there
is no need to sacrifice economic
and technological innovation in
the name of fiscal responsibility.
Instead, he said that reforming
the tax code to be deficit neutral and easing the burden on
lower- and middle-class families
is the proper course of action.
He said that the way government prioritizes education
plays a huge role in America’s
standing in the world. To this
end, he said that America needs
a robust educational system and
well-educated citizens.
“To lead in the world, to
be the center of innovation,
research, development and techpotential 40 to 45-bed residence hall facility will house
English as a Second Language
program students and some
international students.
According to Associate
Vice President of Facilities and
Auxiliary Services Mike Reca,
the budget of $1 million that
has been established for the
relocating of the multiple campus services includes the purchase of Campbell’s new residence as well as the numerous
renovation projects.
“These projects will not
be paid for by the university’s
operating budget,” Reca said.
“Because these projects and
moves will both improve the
working environment for OIT
and Public Safety as well as
generate continuing new net
revenue for Rider from the
restoration of Centennial, the
university’s Board of Trustees
authorized a loan from the quasi-endowment fund.”
In order to accommodate
the new occupants of all the
buildings, renovations will be
necessary. West House will
be updated to make room for
Public Safety and its many
operations, including an
upgrade to Rider’s fire safety

nology in the world, we need
to have the most highly educated generation of Americans
the world has ever known,” he
said. “The world in which these
young people are growing up is
different than the one I grew up
in. We are globally challenged.
The boundaries of mankind
have largely been erased in the
pursuit of human capital, the
creation of a product or the
delivery of a service.”
Menendez discussed the
importance of having a vision
in mind when creating policy,
as a clear goal is the only way to
present a coherent image to the
world.
“I’ve been giving a lot of
thought to a couple of questions
that I think we need to think of
as a people and as a country,”
Menendez said. “What is our
vision of the America that we
call home? What is it that we
stand for as a people and a
nation? What is it that we want
life in America to be?”
He cited the debate in
Washington over the federal budget as a particular area
where lawmakers should keep
their vision for America in
mind.
“As we’re debating budget
cuts, we have to ask, do we
want an America that leads
the world in innovation, that
creates prosperity, growth and
jobs, the America that can continue to be a beacon of light for
the rest of the world,” he said.
Menendez also said that
America has enjoyed a position

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

U.S. Senator Bob Menendez explains the importance of having
a clear vision for America’s direction when making policy.
of global leadership because of
the vision that its leaders have
held and that this ideal cannot
be lost if its position is to be
maintained.
“Our leadership in the
world is not accidental,” he
said. “It did not come because
we as a nation chose to disinvest in America’s future. These
were choices we made. We had
a vision of what we wanted
America to be and what we
wanted our democracy to represent around the world. As we
face difficult choices and world
events, we need to decide what
our vision of America is and

‘We are excited about
these improvements to
the working and living
environments on campus.’
-Mike Reca,
VP of Facilities and Aux. Services
monitoring technology and
parking for Public Safety and
guest vehicles. Reca went on to
say that the space Public Safety
currently occupies in the GSB
also will be modified to fit the
needs of OIT. Ultimately the
changes will strengthen the services of OIT as well as make the
new residence related revenue
possible.
However, Mail Services,
which also occupies the GSB,
will lose about 50 percent of
its space, according to Bobby
Price, a Mail Services employee.
“We are excited about these
improvements to the working and living environments

on campus, and appreciate the
Board of Trustee’s support for
the project funding,” Reca said.
Administration from OIT
and Public Safety agree that
the changes will be greatly beneficial to their organizations as
well as the rest of the university.
“I don’t see any difficulties with the move,” said
Carol Kondrach, associate vice
president for the Office of
Information Technologies. “We
are excited about the change
and see it as an opportunity to
create a functional, productive
workspace for the department.
With the OIT move, Rider can
respond to the need for addi-

what we want the outcome to
be.”
Menendez said that it is
ultimately fine for people to
have differing visions for the
country’s future, as long as the
ensuing debate is based on the
truth.
“The debate has to begin
and end on truth,” he said. “We
can disagree on how we might
achieve the same policy goals,
but what we cannot disagree on
is the importance of basing that
policy on fact.”

tional flexible residential space,
particularly for the growing
international student population.”
Head of Public Safety
Vickie Weaver agrees that the
adjustments made to the different facilities will only improve
the current conditions each
group is operating under.
“We’re very excited about
the move; our space is going to
be more functional, expanded,
updated and in a more prominent location on campus, all
of which are positives for our
department and the university.
We are thrilled and looking forward to the move,” Weaver said.
Weaver also ensured that
the transition would not hinder
Public Safety’s efficiency as the
campus security.
“The move will in no way
diminish our ability to quickly
and effectively respond to any
incident, emergency, or event,”
she said. “We will continue to
patrol the campus 24/7 as we
have in the past.”
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Behind the apron: Raul’s story
By Allie Gladstone
It is 2 p.m. on a Wednesday afternoon. A Rider student is famished after being in class all day and desperate
to grab a bite to eat before heading to
her 4:30 p.m. class. She only has about
75 cents left of her Bronc Bucks, not
enough for a make-your-own-pasta
dish from Cranberry’s she was dreaming
about during her lecture.
Fully aware that lunch ended around
1 p.m. and dinner would not start for
another hour or so, she decides to venture into Daly’s for a stale bagel or perhaps a bowl of cold cereal.
She passes by Miss Ann, who swipes
her ID card as they exchange brief pleasantries. She turns the corner and she sees
a smiling face behind a sign that says
“Pasta Station.” As if he were an angel,
Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News
she runs over to join the long line made
up of her equally hungry classmates Raul Cortes, “The Pasta Guy,” is a beloved part of the Daly’s staff.
formed around a man wearing a shirt
“I won’t even get pasta if Raul’s not open about his beliefs and opinions. In
that reads “I Feed Cranberry.”
serving it that day,” senior Jen Swanton conversation with him, there is a good
Those who attend Rider have most
said. “It’s just not the same.”
chance he’ll bring up his faith.
likely heard of Raul, otherwise referred
Another student noted his culinary
“I owe everything to God,” he said.
to as “The Pasta Guy.” Raul Cortes is a
skills and ability to please students.
“He’s my reason to live.”
favorite part of the Daly’s staff.
“He always makes the best pasta
Cortes is also a writer. Many of the
“I love my job,” Cortes said. “There’s
and he’s always so friendly,” senior Kara poems that he writes for his own personnothing more rewarding than having the
Perkoski said. “He always asks how I al enjoyment relate to God and his faith
ability to make a student’s day a little
am and has a smile on his face, which in some way or another.
bit better. You never know what people
brightens my day.”
Cortes can sometimes be found outare going through, and laughter will
Cortes tends to remember names, side of Daly’s, in the library on his breaks
do good.”				
too. He truly seems to care about getting doing research for poetry inspiration,
As students come and get their
to know students. Even the quiet ones or at Intervarsity Christian Fellowship
pasta, they strike up conversations with
are guaranteed to be there for at least five meetings, an on-campus student-run
him while they wait for their food. His
minutes listening to what he has to say.
club for Christians.
charming demeanor seems to make it
There is no denying that Cortes
He is a strong believer in God and
impossible for those who see him to supis a storyteller. He is charismatic and finds a connection with this campus
press a grin.

activity in particular. Rider Intervarsity
staff member Eric Duncan recalled a
funny incident with Cortes.
“One time we had a personal testimony session, where each person was
supposed to give a five-minute testimony of how God had worked in their life,”
he said. “Raul was so passionate to share
his story, that after 45 minutes we had
to ask him to sit down so that other students could speak.”
Cortes doesn’t stop there. He has
also shared a lot of his poetry at Brownwater, where an open-mic night is held
in the Rider Pub on Wednesday nights.
Cortes also served as a co-host of the
program.
“I really like being able to share my
[poetry] with students,” he said. “They
said that they really appreciated my hard
work.”
His poetry is passionate, and it is
easy to see that he has talent and inserts
heart-felt emotion into whatever he
writes. He writes about real life and real
feelings about God, love and trials.
“I’m really just glad that everyone
appreciates what I do here,” Cortes said.
“I know that I am judged by my character, my words and my actions, so I try to
bring my best in that every day.”
So the next time your stomach
grumbles at that awkward time of day,
or even during normal lunch hours, stop
by Cortes’s pasta station at Daly’s from
11 a.m. until 3 p.m. Monday through
Friday for a smile, a story and maybe
even an autograph. Oh, and some pasta,
of course.

Art administrators find home in AMA
By Angela Romansky
Two Tony Awarding-winning producers will be coming
to Rider next month to accept an award presented by the
Arts Management Association
(AMA).
At its 5th Annual Arts
Management Blatant Self-Promotion Mixer on April 7, the
AMA will honor Randy Adams
and Sue Frost, the producers of
the Broadway musical Memphis.
The two will receive the award
for outstanding service to the
arts community.
The AMA is an organization on campus consisting of
more than 20 arts administration majors. The major is available to students interested in
managing the arts, with tracks
in music, theater, dance and arts
and entrepreneurship.
Since the fall semester, the
members of AMA have been
planning the Self-Promotion
Mixer, which brings students
seeking arts-based internships,
volunteer opportunities and
employment together with ma-

jor arts organizations.
Lisa Ann Wetzel, a junior
arts administration major and
co-president of the AMA, said
she is excited to honor Frost and
Adams at this year’s event.
“Sue and Randy have done
so much for the arts industry,”
Wetzel said. “After all of the
time that members of the Arts
Management Association have
put into ensuring the success
of the mixer, having two Tony
Award-winning producers present is just icing on the cake.”
Todd Dellinger, a seasoned
arts administrator who came to
Rider this fall from Austin, Texas, is the adviser of the AMA.
Dellinger commends its members for their efforts in making
the mixer a reality.
“The students in this organization have done everything
from the budgeting of the SelfPromotion Mixer to the advertising of the event,” Dellinger
said. “They have reached out
to several arts businesses, from
Theatrical Rights Worldwide to
Princeton Ballet School.”
In the past, students who at-

tended the mixer have received
internships at organizations like
Opera New Jersey, the Carolyn Dorfman Dance Company
and The McCarter Theater. The
event offers networking opportunities for students interested
in all fields of art and the music
industry.
Members of AMA are not
only juggling the responsibilities of the Self-Promotion Mixer, but they have also chosen to
simultaneously take on several
arts-related projects.
Sophomore Louise Mayer,
an arts management major and
member of AMA, refers to the
experience as “a balancing act.”
“The Arts Management
Association hosts events and
also helps other students with
their individual arts endeavors,”
Mayer said. “Basically, we are
an organization looking to help
Rider students achieve their
goals. If a student comes to us
asking for assistance in marketing a play he has produced,
our members do all they can to
make it happen.”
In April, AMA will be host-

Courtesy of Angela Romansky

The Arts Management Association works to help arts administration majors and minors find jobs and internships.
ing “Rider’s Got Talent”on the
Lawrenceville campus, which
will feature performers from
both campuses. There also will
be a karaoke night on the Princeton campus, which is open to
everyone at Rider.
The AMA members are
putting last-minute touches on
the events that they have been
planning since the fall.
“People like Sue Frost and
Randy Adams are truly inspiring,” Mayer said. “By being a
part of the creation of events
like the Self-Promotion Mixer,

I am making a contribution to
arts management here at Rider.
Bringing the arts to other people is my passion. There is no
other feeling like it.”
The internship mixer will be
held in the Cavalla Room in the
BLC on Thursday, April 7, from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Students
who are interested in attending should e-mail Joshua Levin
at levinj@rider.edu to receive a
registration form. Students must
dress professionally and bring résumés and business cards.
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Gallery takes realistic turn
The Rider University Art Gallery has welcomed another artist from the Lawrenceville area: Mel Leipzig, whose
exhibit “Semi-Retrospective” will be in the art gallery until
April 17.
While working as an art professor at Mercer County
Community College, Leipzig paints realistic scenes, typically including people rather than focusing on still life.
His art has been featured in galleries across the country,
including The White House, Montclair Art Museum, the
Yale University Art Gallery and the Whitney Museum of
American Art. He has also won countless awards, including the Distinguished Teacher Award at Mercer County
Community College and several grants.
In this exhibit, most of the paintings are of people,
including a series composed of five separate paintings
of the gallery’s last contributor, Michael Graves. Others
include a depiction of a man in a tattoo shop and a man
seated on the couch with his sons.
					

—Emily Eiermann

Earth Hour 2011
Join the Movement
on March 26th!
8:30pm - 9:30pm

• Earth Hour started started in
2007 in Sydney, Australia with
2.2 million people.

Photos by Sarah Lopez/The Rider News

The painting “The Written Walls” depicts four boys relaxing in a room covered by posters, drawings and general grafitti, including the band name “Sex Pistols” and the words “Racism Sucks.”

“Red Interior” seems to be one of the least
realistic of the paintings in the exhibit.

“Michael Graves Series, Panel 1” is part of a
five-painting series of the well-known architect.

• Today, more than 128 countries
and 4,616 cities have joined the
movement and it now reaches
more than 1.4 billion people!
• It is a time to think about what
you can do in your daily life to
benefit the planet and give back.

WE CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE
“Margaret” is a painting of a woman in a living room. The idea seems simple enough, but the
unique perspective, angles and attention to detail keep the piece interesting and artistic.
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Meet the Lawrenceville SGA Executive Board Candidates

President
Hometown: Langhorne, Pa.
Year: Sophomore
Major: Marketing and
International Business
Minor: Spanish
Clubs/Activities: Current
SGA Secretary, Alpha Xi
Delta, Club Field Hockey
(captain), Intramural
Volleyball
What changes would you
like to see made next year?
Two of Rider’s community
values are “that no one will
walk these halls a stranger” and “that the integrity of
word and deed forms the foundation of all relationships.” These values are important in everyday life, no
matter who you are or where you go. However, websites
like “CollegeACB” and “Formspring” are counterproductive in achieving a positive college experience. As
president, I would like to stop this destructive way of
venting online when people don’t like their roommates,
because their boyfriend/girlfriend cheated or someone
thinks another deserves to be publicly humiliated.
Using websites like this and posting information (which
may or may not be true) alienates people and can deeply hurt them. Rider is a wonderful university and if we
can avoid negative attention on these kinds of websites
we can prevent the tragedies that have happened on
campuses like Rutgers.

Kristin
Farina

Secretary
Hometown: Pottstown,
Pa.
Year: Junior
Major: Mathematics
Clubs/Activities: Ultimate
Frisbee Club, SGA Bronc
Aide/Tech and Web, Bronc
Buddy Captain for two years
What changes would you
like to see made next year?
Obviously communication is very important in
any group. I’d like to have
my team comfortable in
expressing their opinions and becoming vocal about
ideas we have. Not only should our group be vocal, but
the school as well should be able to communicate ideas
and get feedback on how we are doing as the school’s
Student Government. If we ever want to improve events
that we hold or other events we should hold, then we
should hear it from them.
How would you go about making those changes?
These changes can be made by just making sure everyone is heard in the group. If I have to go up to them
and personally ask them what their opinion is, I will.
For the students to offer their opinions, I will ask to set
up a feedback box on the Rider website, where students
can submit comments to our SGA and we will evaluate
each of them as they come to us. I want to hear what
the students at Rider have to say.

Reuben
Martinez

Hometown: Edison, N.J.
Year: Junior
Major: Accounting and
Finance
Clubs/Activities: President
of Men’s Club Lacrosse,
Club Volleyball, Sigma
Phi Epsilon Fraternity,
Leadership Development
Program, Tour Guide
Why are you running for
this position? I am running
to be SGA’s next president
because I would like to enact
positive change for Rider University. Our university’s
extracurricular activities have been the main reason for
my success in college, and I would like to give back to
these organizations and the members involved. I know
that if elected to the position of president I will be able
to make the necessary changes that the university as a
whole would like to see.
What changes would you like to see made next year?
The biggest change I hope to implement would be to
better integrate our campus. It is important for the
strengths of each individual organization, club and
sports team to work together to make Rider University
the strongest it can be. It is also important to work
between the Lawrenceville campus and Westminster
campus. Both campuses in our university have a very
different set of majors and perspectives. If we are able to
bring these campuses together, we will be able to learn
an array of new things from one another.

Brian
Williams
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Treasurer

Hometown: Metuchen, N.J.
Year: Freshman
Major: Economics
Minor: Sustainability
Studies
Clubs/Activities: SGA
Bronc Aide, Brother
of Sigma Phi Epsilon
Fraternity, Member of the
Community Standards
Board, Rider Club Lacrosse
Team, BHP Honors
Program
Why are you running for
this position? I am running for this position to make a
lasting impact in SGA and on Rider’s campus.
What changes would you like to see made next year? I
would like to see the minutes of all student Senate meetings become more accessible to any student who wishes
to view them. It is important to me that the student
body oversees the work and progress of its elected officials.
How would you go about making those changes? I
would go about making those changes by implementing a better system for posting and sharing the minutes.
Students should be able to see what the SGA is doing to
make their campus a better place.
Why should people vote for you? People should vote
for me because I am a unique candidate for the secretary
position. I have experience in several different areas of
campus life and am concerned with both the short- and
long-term improvement of our student experience.

Adam
Grossman

Hometown: Allentown, Pa.
Year: Sophomore
Major: Marketing/Global
Supply Chain Management
Clubs/Activities: SGA Spirits
& Traditions Chair, Secretary
for Delta Sigma Pi, Relay for
Life committee
Why are you running for
this position? I am running
for SGA Secretary because I
feel that I can take the position and bring it to new
heights. Some of my goals
of being SGA Secretary are to have a quorum at every
meeting as well as enforcing the attendance policy. I
also look forward to taking on additional projects and
collaborating constructive and effective ideas during all
meetings. My past experience in SGA was coming in as
a freshman and serving on the Clubs and Organizations
Committee, having a cabinet position as a Bronc Aide
and working on Relay for Life. With each commitment
I learned to work as a team, step out of my comfort zone
and understand how SGA operates. As a sophomore
I stepped up as SGA Spirits and Traditions Chair and
I gained even more leadership qualities, for example
organizing the Rock hand out, sponsoring a basketball
event and bringing in a new idea to have SGA bonding
dinners. I feel that with my involvement and leadership
skills I would make a great SGA Secretary.

Monica
Stachowski

Hometown: Jackson, N.J.
Year: Junior
Major: Accounting,
Concentration in Business
Fraud & Investigation
Clubs/Activities: Greek
Seat Finance Board,
President of Sigma Phi
Epsilon Fraternity,
Former V.P. of
Finance of Sigma Phi
Epsilon, Former V.P.
of Communications of
Sigma Phi Epsilon, Club
Frisbee member, Club Lacrosse member
Why are you running for this position? I have
always enjoyed numbers when going through school
and with being past V.P. of Finance for my fraternity
it gave me experience in making budgets and allocating funds. I have always been a people person and
with the job of SGA Treasurer, I would be interacting
with peers, faculty, staff and the board of directors,
which I would enjoy.
What changes would you like to see made next
year?
I would like to see the change on how money is
spent with the student activities fee to continue
changing. This year with my experience through
Finance Board, we have been more stiff on how
money is spent for organizations. I don’t want to just
hand organizations money for a vacation but rather
give them money to better themselves.

Michael
Blake

Vice President
Hometown: Toms River, N.J.
Year: Freshman
Major: Undecided
Clubs/Activities: Freshman Class President,
Women’s Club Lacrosse President/Founder,
Leadership Development Program,
Educational Opportunity Program, Emerging
Leaders, Orientation Staff Leader for the
2011-2012 year
Why are you running for this position? I
am running for SGA Vice President because I
have an undying passion to help others. In
detail, my passion is to inspire, appreciate
and motivate the people who surround me
in order for us all to reach our utmost potential. With this being said, the
student body of our school is clearly one of my top priorities. As president
of the freshman class and an acquaintance to many, I try to brighten as
many days as I can. I am an extremely hard worker with an even bigger
heart, and those two things aren’t seen in just anyone. As vice president,
I will bridge the gaps between our students and our university. I will be
there to help with whatever is needed, and more importantly, I will be
there to listen in order to make our experience the best it can be.
Why should people vote for you? I am without a doubt the best candidate for vice president of our Student Government Association. I have big
goals for this school, and I am not afraid to reach and exceed them. I will
be a sophomore next year, which means I have three more years of loyalty
to this school to make it better than ever. My goals may take time, but we
are destined to be successful if we are each driven towards the same target.
I have the passion to help. I have the experience from my involvement
this past year as well as in high school. I was my class treasurer for all four
years and student body president my senior year. Above all, my hard work
and drive is something that cannot be hindered. I love knowing that I am
being the best person I can be, and I would absolutely love to make each
and every student feel the same way.

Lorelei
Colbert

Hometown: Washington Township,
N.J.
Year: Sophomore
Major: Finance and Business
Administration
Clubs/Activities: Emerging Leaders,
SGA, Rider SERVES, captain of an
Intramural Flag Football team, volunteer
at a local homeless shelter/soup kitchen
in Union City, intern at the Department
of Health and Human Services of the
city of Trenton
What changes would you like to see
made next year? One of the changes
that I would like to see next year is more communication with the
Rider students. I want to put together a lot of surveys, in which I
call for active participation from the entire student body; only then
can I truly understand what the student body really feels is important, what issues need reform and, consequently, how I can make
those changes a reality. These changes would include everything
from dining services to housing improvements to perhaps expanding Greek life. I also want to leave an open suggestion box where
I welcome any kind of recommendations/thoughts by the student
body any day of the week. I will strive to make sure that Rider
University makes every student happy in some sort of fashion
through my surveys.
How would you go about making those changes? I would go
about making changes by becoming a successful intermediary
between the Rider student body and Rider faculty. I intend on
meeting with several deans and any personnel in charge of student
affairs and persistently and respectfully presenting to them our
ideas creatively. I want to see a change for a happier student body
at Rider University and more smiling faces on campus. I will not
stop until we get what we want. I promise you this.

Daniel
Gonzalez

Hometown: Metuchen, N.J.
Year: Junior
Major: Finance and Global
Supply Chain Management
Clubs/Activities: Delta
Sigma Pi, DAARSTOC,
Brother of Sigma Phi Epsilon
Why are you running for
this position? I’m running
for this position because
I feel the vice president is
someone who should serve
the student body and continually have its best interests
in mind. I want to be that person to make sure those
interests never fall by the wayside.
What changes would you like to see made next year?
Empowering students to make the changes they want to
see. As the VP I will strive to make it easier for students
to accomplish what they want to at Rider.
How would you go about making those changes? By
creating ad hoc committees in Senate to execute what
it is the students want to accomplish, as well as maintaining a strong relationship with the administration to
work together in the best interest of the student body.
Why should people vote for you? I have the ability to
bring my extensive experience to this position. From
past presidencies of organizations to multiple internships including ones with a congressman as well as on
Wall Street, voting for me brings experience to the table
and improvement to Rider for the students.

Ethan
Grossman

Kristen
Lynn

Hometown: Philadelphia, Pa.
Year: Junior
Major: Journalism, Public
Relations Track
Clubs/Activities: Community
Outreach Chair of SGA, Secretary
of Rider SERVES, and a member
of Improv Club and Alpha Psi
Omega
Why are you running for this
position? I am running for the
vice president position because I
want to work directly with the student body to turn their ideas into

action.
What changes would you like to see made next year? I’d
like to see a considerable increase in school spirit and unity.
Just because Rider is small in size and doesn’t have a football team doesn’t mean that its students can’t have some
school pride. Along with that, I’d like for more people to get
involved in extracurricular activities, because it seems to me
that students who are involved in various clubs, sports and/or
activities are the ones who enjoy their time at Rider the most.
How would you go about making those changes? I would
like to enhance the existing Awareness Day or create an additional one during the spring semester to make it even easier
for students to get the information they need to get involved.
I’d also like to set up a committee consisting of various members from SGA and other sub-governments to do surveys
about the student body.
Why should people vote for you? I am outgoing, openminded and very passionate about my involvement in SGA.
To be elected Vice President would be the perfect way to cap
my college career.

Hometown: Staten Island, N.Y.
Year: Junior
Major: Psychology and Theater
Clubs/Activities: Brother of Sigma Phi
Epsilon, Vice President of Interfraternity
Council and Army R.O.T.C.
Why are you running for this position? I am
running for the VP of SGA because I want to
bring cohesion and connection to this school
— a connection between the students and the
administration and a connection between student organizations. I want to use SGA as more
than an outlet for students to change things; I
want to make this a source to unite the school.
SGA should be a place for residence halls to hear that they are doing similar events and then unite their communities of people and maybe even get
input from commuters or Greeks to find out a way to get interest among
their communities so that they can unite as well for a better outcome and
a better program.
What changes would you like to see made next year? I would like to see
a greater participation and support system among the students and student organizations. In many Senate meetings over the last year we talked
about uniting our communities. I say now that the conversations have
started and it seems to be something we want as a student body. Let the
actions start.
How would you go about making those changes? My goal is to start
with the SGA. I would like to have one SGA program a semester where
we work with all of the student organizations and residence halls in collaboration to create a major event on campus where all students are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Additional comments: I would like to thank everyone in advance for
the opportunity to run for SGA vice president and I hope that you desire
the same Rider I do, but the change does not lie within myself. We must
all put forward the effort. Take one of your limited free times during the
week and attend an organization’s event that you have never attended
before and be that progression to unification.

Andre
Thomas
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Editorial

Campus services
get new locations

R

ider recently announced plans to make a four-building
switch that will generate additional revenue for the university by creating a new residence hall without any new
construction.
The university plan involves the rearrangement of the locations of Public Safety, Office of Information Technology (OIT)
and the home of Dean of Students Anthony Campbell. The
goal of the plan is to open up more rooms for students to live
in without building a new residence hall, provide more money
for the university and allow OIT to have a more spacious office.
Even though it sounds like everyone will get what they want, the
plan is not without its drawbacks.
Mail Services, and possibly Collegiate Press, expects to lose
as much as half of its room for faculty and organization mailboxes and package processing. This is one of the negatives to the
plan since the mailroom already has a small space to work with.
Right now, the OIT office is in Centennial House, between
the Delta Phi Epsilon and Alpha Xi Delta sorority houses. OIT
will be moved to the General Services Building (GSB) where
Public Safety, Mail Services and Collegiate Press are located.
Public Safety will be relocated to Campbell’s current house on
Route 206. Last weekend, Campbell moved to a new home on
West Long Drive, adjacent to Rider, officially kicking off the
process.
The plan is for Centennial House to be converted into a residence hall, where it will provide rooms for 40 to 45 additional
students, allowing the $1 million budget set aside for the project
to be “paid back in about two and a half years,” according to
Mike Reca, associate vice president of Facilities and Auxiliary
Services.
With the overwhelming number of students that flooded
into Rider last fall, we’ve seen how crowded the campus can get.
But we now have sufficient residence space to accommodate
enough that there are singles and empty rooms on campus. But
the proactive decision to create more living space is a positive
one. It will result in less of a crunch in the fall semester if the
high enrollment rate repeats. Public Safety will still be doing
what it usually does: patrolling the campus and quickly responding to any signs of emergency; it will just have a new central
location. Also, OIT needs more space and the GSB is potentially
the place for that. It will be redesigned to give OIT the space
that it needs, but allow Mail Services and Collegiate Press to
remain in the building.
On the plus side, turning Centennial House into a residence hall will earn more revenue for the university. This will
hopefully allow the university and, subsequently, SGA to have a
larger budget, something that students have been wanting.
The renovations for the switch are set to be completed by
the spring of 2012.
The overall plan has many positive aspects, but the new
location for Mail Services could possibly be better thought out.
The university is trying to avoid new construction, but since
students expect to receive their mail in a timely fashion, maybe
a new location for the mailroom is in order if it will really lose
half of its space.
This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion
of The Rider News editorial board and is written
by the Opinion Editor, Angelique Lee.
E-mail us at:
ridernews@rider.edu;
newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu;
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu
The Rider News, Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896-5256
Fax: (609) 895-5696
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Eco-Rep Green Corner

Climate change not disaster’s cause
Earthquakes and tsunamis and hurricanes,
“oh my!” After the March 11 disaster in Japan,
many people have found themselves wondering if climate change is the culprit behind the
worst tsunami ever recorded in the country.
Environmentalists often explain that climate
change cause extreme and deadly weather conditions. While this may be true, the recent events
in the Pacific Rim most likely have simpler reasons behind them.
Japan lies in an area of the world where earthquakes and tsunamis are unfortunately relatively
common occurrences. However, while there is
no reason to panic about impending climate
disasters worldwide, these events should remind
us that the environment is a fragile resource that
is in need of protection.
Though climate change has been frequently
discussed in the mainstream media for several years now, there is still a lot of understandable confusion about the topic. Initially, it was
referred to as “global warming” because when
carbon gets trapped in the earth’s atmosphere it
raises the earth’s temperature. However, severe
snowstorms led many to believe that this was an
indication that the planet was not, in fact, warming. Therefore, the term “climate change” was
brought into common use and is more appropriate to describe what is actually happening.
When high levels of carbon dioxide are
released into the atmosphere by processes such
as burning fossil fuels, the atmosphere cannot
absorb them. Instead, it traps heat and ultimately
increases the temperature of the planet. This process has been occurring at an extreme rate since
the Industrial Revolution when humans began
producing more carbon dioxide than ever before.
Though the term “global warming” is rela-

tively accurate, it does not serve to explain that
the earth will actually face cold weather extremes
as well. Because of the way that the earth’s climate works, some parts of the world will experience a much warmer climate while others will
experience a much cooler climate.
The idea of climate change can become
muddled after hearing the different perspectives
of scientists, politicians and environmentalists.
Some state that climate change either does not
exist or it is nothing to be concerned with.
Others explain that climate change is a global
catastrophe that must be stopped immediately.
There are also countless changes we are told to
make to reduce our impact on the environment.
In all honesty, it is a difficult concept to wrap
one’s head around. Human activity is to blame
for climate change, yet human activity must also
provide the solution. Traveling in cars, purchasing homes and buying goods all contribute to climate change, but at the same time we are always
strongly encouraged to do these things. So where
does that leave us?
You may, like others, be skeptical of the existence and impact of climate change. However,
this is the way that I like to think of it.
Everything that we do has some kind of consequence. Emissions from car tailpipes and the
trash we throw away must go somewhere. Once
it is gone, we may think that we will never see it
again, but this is not the case. It could come back
to us in the form of air pollution, landfills or perhaps extreme weather patterns. While the events
in Japan may not be because of climate change,
I hope to never see similar events occur throughout the world in areas that are not prepared for it.
- Brenna Simonson
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

All full-time undergraduate students are permitted to vote at the SGA elections on
Tuesday, April 5, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Resident, commuter and Greek students should
report to the SRC Atrium with their Rider IDs to cast their ballots for representatives
for: SGA Executive Board, Class Councils, Finance Board, Association of Commuting
Students and Residence Hall Association.
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Controversy amuses students
By Lisa Henderson
Stand-up comedian Ralphie May
dazzled a huge crowd of Rider students with a hilarious performance on
Monday. Winter snowstorms had postponed the original show date, but the
rescheduled date drew about 700 students to the Cavalla Room.
It was made obvious that May is
very confident and comfortable with his
size. As he took the stage, he immediately commented on the size of the Rider
sweatshirt that had been provided for
him, joking that “Ohio State had given
me one the size of a tube top.” He then
proceeded to warn the audience with a
disclaimer, stating that he was politically
incorrect, controversial and offensive —
but obviously all in good fun.
May made his televised stage debut
in 2003 when he was chosen to perform on the premiere season of “Last
Comic Standing,” a reality television
show competition that awards a talented comedian a contract with NBC.
Although he didn’t come in first place,
he still received much recognition and
developed a considerable fan base.
May also is a Comedy Central regular. He has starred in three of the network’s specials, the most recent being
“Austin-tatious” that premiered in 2008.
May has also released a comedy album
entitled Just Correct and has starred in
numerous comedy films.
May’s style is definitely controversial, as he repeatedly put it. Racial stereotypes and social class compose the

www.themoviedb.org

May captured the audience with his controversial and politically incorrect jokes.
butts of all his jokes. Freshman Frankie
Fasola said he thought it was “really
funny that he doesn’t care about people’s
feelings when it comes to his jokes. It
made the show even better.”
It seemed that students really appreciated the maturity and importance of
the topics that May discussed.

“I thought it was interesting,” said
senior Tom Wospil. “He got political,
which was surprising.”
Junior Lisa Carrasquillo made it
clear that other students felt the same
way about May’s performance.
“I thought he was really funny and
that his jokes were really original. I like

how he made it known that he’s an ass,
but didn’t want to offend anybody with
his jokes and would sort of prepare the
crowd for them,” she said. “He talked
about everything — politics, racism,
sexuality, and how corrupt the world
really is.”
However, not all students found his
openness as humorous.
“I found him to be very racially
offensive and disrespectful and it wasn’t
funny, it was insulting,” said freshman
Lara Mendoza.
Overall, the show was a hit. It was
the largest audience that the Student
Entertainment Council ever had for
a comedy performance, according to
Coordinator of Campus Activities Nick
Barbati.
If you loved the show and are interested in seeing more of May, his tour
also stops in Philadelphia tonight and
Saturday.
May tweeted to his followers on
Tuesday night following his performance.
“Last night I did a huge show
at Rider University in the middle of
nowhere New Jersey. One of the best
audiences I’ve ever had. Great show.”

Rider University’s a cappella group
Vocalmotion will be competing in
the International Championship of
Collegiate A Cappella’s semifinals at
Rutgers University tomorrow at 8
p.m.

Meet Ralphie May
Where do you enjoy performing the most?

So you’re breaking ground?

I like universities. You know, y’all have young
minds and you have a whole day where you have to
keep an open mind. You hear stuff from people and
you’re used to listening and learning and there’s no
alcohol, so you’re a much better audience. You’re all
smarter than the average audience. You’re all college
students. There’s never an audience that’s all college students in the real world, or if they are they’ve
forgotten everything; they’re close-minded and set in
their ways, but this was a blast. They told me that it
was the biggest crowd they had ever had at a Rider
University comedy event and that’s why I gave more
time. I was like, “Look, I gotta make it worth something, you know.”

Trying to break new ground. In stand-up comedy,
the battle is always to try and find the new place and
new thing to talk about and once you do that, then
you’ve hit something. And, that’s what I think I’ve
done. I’ve talked about every subject and hopefully
I’ll run out and I won’t have to talk about it anymore.
People will realize that their gay neighbor, cousin,
nephew, whatever, is just a human just like you are.
If you can’t understand the gay lifestyle, then can you
understand love? If you can understand love then you
get it. If you have somebody that’s important to you
that you can’t live without, that you can’t take a breath
without thinking about, that’s a beautiful thing and if
it happens between two men and two women, whose
business is it other than yours?

Why do you choose controversial comedy?
Because no one else is doing it and every topic
I talk about I think people need to hear. I think it’s
like a mission. For years, I didn’t do it; I thought
about it, but I didn’t do it. I didn’t have the balls to
fail. When you have the balls to fail and when failing
isn’t something you’re afraid of, you can do so many
wonderful things. I talk about stuff that I personally
think needs to be talked about like the “n word,” gays
in the military, a whole new thinking. I try to combat
stupidity with rationality and it’s not always an easy
uphill battle.

Is being away from your family the only downfall
of being on the road all the time?
Yea. You know what people pay for. They think
they pay for the jokes; they don’t. They pay for me
not being with my family because I would tell the
jokes for free. I did an hour and 40 minutes because
I wanted to give you guys a great show. This is the
largest audience they ever had for comedy. That
means there’s over 700 kids here that I could now
make hungry for stand-up comedy. That’s one of my
favorite things about doing universities because there’s

www.digitaljournal.com

a lot of issues you guys face. You’re learning to be
adults, you’re learning who you are, you’re out from
the shield and the wing of mother and father. If you’re
gonna make good grades and make all of this expense
worth something, you’ve got to earn it. Nobody else
can do it for you. You guys are the perfect audience.
You are the ones that I want to teach. I want to teach
you. I want to show you a different way of thinking,
different than what your professors will teach you,
different from what your parents teach you. Because
they don’t teach you the real s---; they tell you a preapproved version of the truth. I’m not a perfect man;
I am very flawed, but I do have many things that you
can glean from and grow from and I can make you
laugh in the process of doing it.
— Heather Fiore
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Classic fairytale ruined by Hollywood
FILM REVIEW

By Monica Jaramillo
What used to be one of your favorite bedtime stories when you were young
has now transformed into a movie filled
with horror and suspense.
Red Riding Hood is a new twist on
the 700-year-old fairytale, “Little Red
Riding Hood.” Director Catherine
Hardwicke (Twilight) put her own touch
on the story, but made what was supposed to be a thriller into just another
teen movie with juvenile drama and a
lackluster plot. It is a delicate love story
where good triumphs over evil, but has a
very bland story line and is ultimately a
childish attempt at a suspense flick.
While the basic story of “Little Red
Riding Hood” is present, it is devoid of
any and all of the charm the timeless
fairytale holds on its own. There are no
simple wolves, but rather treacherous
werewolves who are the evil forces lurking in the forests. Valerie (Amanda Seyfried, Letters to Juliet) lives in a town deep
in the forest that fears these werewolves.
During each full moon, the town takes
every precaution to ensure these beasts
don’t attack anyone.
Valerie is in love with Peter (Shiloh
Fernandez, Happiness Runs), her childhood friend, and wishes to run away
with him. However, she is betrothed to
Henry (Max Irons, Dorian Gray), who
her mother thinks is better suited for her

since he can offer her a better life. This
does not stop Valerie from loving Peter
and eventually having an affair with him.
As all this teenage drama is occurring, Valerie’s sister is slain by a werewolf
and all the town’s men decide to kill it to
avenge her death. They find a wolf, kill it
and celebrate. While in celebration, Father Solomon (Gary Oldman, The Book
of Eli), an expert werewolf slayer, travels
into town and tells them that they had
not slain the guilty werewolf but rather
a mere wolf. He explains that the werewolf who has been attacking the town
is someone among them. It could be a
friend, brother, sister or truly anyone.
By day, it is human in disguise, but by
night, it is in its true form: a beast.
On the “Blood Red Moon” night, a
werewolf bite doesn’t kill the victim but
transforms him into a werewolf. When
the werewolf attacks the town, it stops
when it comes to Valerie and speaks to
her. She understands it perfectly and is
then arrested for being a witch because
only witches can speak to werewolves.
She is scheduled to be a sacrifice for the
werewolf.
Despite their disagreements, Peter
and Henry devise a plan to get her out.
The plan fails because Father Solomon’s
men thwart the two. The werewolf appears again and speaks to Valerie once
more, asking her to go away with it. He
demands Valerie go far away from the
town and deep into the forest and she
refuses, which causes it to run away.
Throughout the movie, many won-

Warner Bros.

Valerie and her lover Peter celebrate the supposed death of the werewolf.
der who the werewolf is. Valerie even accuses Henry, Peter and her own grandmother numerous times of being the
perpetrator.
In the end, just like in the fairy tale,
Valerie pays her grandmother a visit,
which results in an array of disastrous
occurrences.
What was meant to be a thriller end-

ed up being another weak, run-of-the
-mill teenage drama that lacked plot and
substance and left the audience hanging
and questioning what they saw. Needless
to say, don’t waste the $10 and just wait
for the DVD to be released.

What to expect from music this year

Courtesy of Geffen

Courtesy of Jive

Courtesy of Interscope

Courtesy of Interscope

Blink-182
Title: TBA
Date: Summer 2011
Label: Geffen

Britney Spears
Title: Femme Fatale
Date: March 29, 2011
Label: Jive

All Time Low
Title: Dirty Work
Date: TBA
Label: Interscope

Lady Gaga
Title: Born This Way
Date: May 23, 2011
Label: Interscope

At the 2009 Grammy Awards,
Blink-182 fans everywhere rejoiced
when the band publicly announced its
reunion after a four-year hiatus.
In the years since Blink-182 released
its last album, the band’s members —
Mark Hoppus, Tom DeLonge and Travis
Barker — have each endured personal
triumphs and tragedies. Hoppus, Barker
and Delonge each formed new bands,
+44 and Angels & Airwaves, respectively. In 2008, Barker and close friend
Adam Goldstein (DJ AM) were the only
survivors in a plane crash that killed four
other passengers.
There’s no doubt that the new material will capture the last six years of the
members’ lives — six years that saw loss,
musical and personal growth, and the reunion we’ve all been waiting for.

In recent years, Britney Spears has
become more recognized for her verypublic personal drama than her career.
Despite the personal blunders she’s suffered, however, fans and the music industry alike have been rooting for her
from the very beginning.
Spears’ seventh studio album Circus debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 list in 2008 and offered a rare
glimpse at the old Britney Spears. When
Femme Fatale drops next week, the
world will once again be re-introduced
to Spears, whose personal life and music have, it seems, taken a turn for the
better. Although her vocals on the first
two singles from Femme Fatale are autotuned, shredded and computerized, the
album is on its way to becoming a club
staple.

All Time Low is known for crafting
catchy hooks tighter than their skinny
jeans, and Dirty Work is set to be another
hit factory that cranks out a dozen solid
pop-punk confections.
In February, the band leaked the
song “Time Bomb” from the forthcoming release, a tune as lyrically sharp as
it is addictive. On April 5, the album’s
first single, “I Feel Like Dancin’” will hit
iTunes.
All Time Low recently embarked
on The Dirty Work Tour featuring Yellowcard, Hey Monday and The Summer Set. Following in the footsteps of
idols Blink-182, the band’s sets are full
of inappropriate on-stage shenanigans,
though luckily its live performances are
just as good as they are recorded.

If Lady Gaga’s critically acclaimed
music, controversial videos and whimsical costumes aren’t enough of an indication of her staying power, then the fact
that she arrived at the 2011 Grammy
Awards in an egg to promote her new album Born This Way shows that, not only
is she crazy, but that she wants to be remembered.
According to an interview with
RWD Magazine, Lady Gaga promises
the album is the “absolute greatest work”
she’s ever done. Although the first single from the CD “Born This Way” has
been panned by some critics as a blatant
Madonna rip off, the single is currently
number one on Billboard’s Hot 100 and
number three on the pop charts.
-Compiled by Kaitlin MacRae
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Robinson looks back on unique journey to the Broncs
By Jordan Hall
halljo@theridernews.com
A three-part series focusing
on the three Rider men’s basketball players who competed in
their final game will run over the
next three issues, beginning today
with Justin Robinson.
Three different players,
three different backgrounds, but
at Rider, one thing in common:
winning. When seniors Justin
Robinson, Mike Ringgold
and graduate student Patrick
Mansell stepped on campus for
the first time as freshmen, each
brought distinctive skills and
pasts to the men’s basketball
program, and now they depart
with a mutual reputation as
proven winners.
The veteran trio donned
the cranberry and white for
the final time on March 15.
The short-handed Broncs (2311, 13-5 MAAC) dropped
their first round contest in the
College Insider Tournament
at Northern Iowa, 84-50,
without sophomore Jonathon
Thompson who was serving a
suspension for violating a team
rule and second-leading scorer, junior Novar Gadson who
underwent knee surgery following the MAAC Tournament.
Now, Robinson, Ringgold
and Mansell will move on,
but not without etching their

names into the Rider record
books.
The threesome notched 82
wins as Broncs, the most ever in
a four-year span at Rider while
making three postseason tournaments.
“I had just gotten the job
so they took somewhat of a
leap of faith with me,” said
Head Coach Tommy Dempsey.
“They’ll be remembered as winners. If they were going to leave
a legacy here, it would be guys
that came here, did things the
right way and won.”
Compared to the majority of his teammates, Robinson
took a long distance and challenging road to Rider.
The First Team All-MAAC
selection completed a stellar
career in which he compiled
1,480 points, 10th most at
Rider, 394 assists, sixth-best in
program history, and was as
durable as they come, starting
125 of 130 games played.
Robinson was brought
up in the Brixton district of
London, an inner city with a
rich culture where soccer ruled
the streets.
“London has different people from multiple creeds and
lives,” said Robinson. “It was a
big city and I had fun.”
Robinson was a part of the
soccer fervor in his early days
but at the age of 9, his older

brother bought him a Michael
Jordan poster and the rest was
history.
“I started playing [basketball] in the streets and stuff
and then my Dad took me to
the Brixton recreational center
and I went there and started to
improve,” he said.
The 6’2” guard honed his
skills and when he turned 16,
he was ready to take a significant yet scary step in his
future. The soft-spoken, thickaccented sharpshooter came to
America to play at a higher level
and gain an education, a daunting task at first.
“In my family’s eyes, it was
seen as an opportunity that I
couldn’t turn down,” he said.
“My first impression was I
hated it. When I first came,
I wanted to go back straight
away.”
Robinson didn’t become
accustomed to the U.S. quickly. He was used to the urban
lifestyle where you can catch
the subway or bus and move
around freely. But the most
difficult transition was getting
used to the different accents
and missing home.
“My accent was crazystrong, so people had trouble
understanding me and I had
trouble understanding them
because they speak so fast,” he
said. “And small things like the

food. I missed my Mom’s cooking and I missed my brothers,
sisters and friends.”
First, Robinson started
in Virginia at Notre Dame
Academy which he described
as a horrible experience. He
left after a month, transferring
to South Kent High School
in Connecticut where he spent
one year. He capped things off
by attending Blair Academy in
New Jersey, the place where he
fell in love with America and
graduated.
The Broncs’ four-year starter garnered recruiting interest
from big-time programs, but
then trimmed his decision
down to Saint Louis, UMass
and Rider. After visiting all
three campuses, the familiarity
with the state of New Jersey,
staying close to Blair and the
opportunity to play major minutes right from the get-go led
him to choose Rider.
As a Bronc, Robinson
turned into one of the most
accurate three-point threats in
the MAAC, hitting 43 percent
of his career long-ball attempts.
Each season, he mastered whatever role was expected of him,
whether it was serving as floor
general his freshman year, or
leading scorer his senior season.
“Obviously, you want to be
remembered as a good player
and someone who had good

individual stats, but it’s always
good to leave as a winner,” he
said.
Robinson is currently
weighing possible agents and
will select one as he has his
sights set on the professional
ranks, whether it be overseas or
in America.
“Right now, I’m speaking
with agents and I really cut it
down to two or three who I’m
cool with and actually trust,” he
said.
With dreams of coming to
the U.S. and playing Division
I hoops crossed off his list,
Robinson has one more ultimate goal of representing his
country in 2012. He made the
Great Britain team in 2010
and plans on proving himself
again, receiving a roster spot,
and hopefully qualifying for the
Olympics Games, wearing his
country’s colors on the national
stage.
“I’m hoping I make it
again,” he said. “And hopefully,
I’ll be there in 2012.”
So does Rider, his American
home.
NEXT
Ringgold

WEEK:
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Which institution of higher
learning has 7 convenient
locations in Monmouth County?
Brookdale Communit y College
Save on the high price of gas this summer
by taking the courses you need close to home!
Lincroft

Northern Monmouth Higher Education Center

Western Monmouth Branch Campus

Wall Higher Education Center

3680 Route 9, Freehold
732-625-7002

Home of Bachelor’s Degrees through Brookdale
800 Monmouth Blvd. , Wall 732-280-7090

Eastern Monmouth Higher Education Center

Sandy Hook Field Station*

765 Newman Springs Road, 732-224-2345

60 Neptune Blvd., Neptune, 732-774-3363

Long Branch Higher Education Center
Third and Broadway, Long Branch
732-229-8440

Rider ad.indd 1

1 Crown Plaza, Hazlet, 732-739-6010

Gateway National Recreation Area, 732-872-0380
*Call for details about registering at Sandy Hook Field Station

NJ’s #1 Associate Degree College is only minutes from home!

registernow.brookdalecc.edu
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Catone earns victory despite broken hand
By Michael Mack

After a long layoff, Rider
graduate and Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC) veteran
Nick Catone made his return
to the octagon last Saturday
when the UFC came to the
Prudential Center in Newark.
UFC is the world’s biggest
Mixed Martial Arts (MMA)
company and fights take place
in an eight-sided cage.
Catone was scheduled
to take on fellow New Jersey
native Dan Miller, until an
injury on the card forced Miller
to fill in for another fighter.
After a 14-month break because
of injury, Catone was suddenly
without an opponent again.
“I woke up and got a text
message; I was worried they
were going to bump me from
the card,” Catone said.
But he refused to let that
happen.
UFC matchmaker Joe Silva
explained to Catone that there
was only one man he could get
to fight on such short notice,
and that the fight would have
to be at 195 lbs., 10 lbs. heavier
than Catone was planning on.
He didn’t hesitate, however. He
wanted to fight and the date
was set.

Catone, a former Division
I wrestler at Rider with four
UFC fights under his belt, took
on Costa Philippou, a fighter
known for his heavy hands and
dangerous striking making his
UFC debut.
“My preparation was still
the same,” Catone said. “Miller
is more of a grappler, while
Costa is a striker. But there
wasn’t much film on him.”
Finding tape on a fighter
with no experience in a major
organization can be a tough
thing to do, so Catone was
somewhat in the dark about
his new opponent. But still, he
knew what he had to do.
When fight night finally
rolled around, it was obvious
who the hometown favorite
was. Catone received an enthusiastic reaction from the crowd
as he made his way to the
cage. Chants of “Jersey Devil,”
Catone’s nickname, rang
through the arena.
“I heard the chants from
the crowd while I was in the
cage,” Catone said. “It was nice
to have that support on such a
big stage.”
The referee signaled to the
two fighters to begin, and finally Catone was in another UFC
bout.

He opened up cautiously.
Knowing that Philippou was a
heavy-handed striker, Catone
was in no rush to exchange
punches.
The beginning of the fight
was without much action,
but eventually Catone pushed
his opponent to the cage and
landed a knee. When the two
separated, Philippou landed
some shots of his own. Catone
later landed a straight right that
most likely hurt himself more
than his opponent.
“I went into the fight with
my hand a little banged up,”
Catone said. “But I broke it
late in that first round.”
That didn’t slow him down,
however. The former Rider
wrestler went back to his roots
and scored a takedown. Once
on the ground, though, Catone
was unable to use his right hand
to its full effect.
“I felt a short pain and pins
and needles,” Catone said. “But
then adrenaline kicked in and I
ignored my hand and used my
elbows.”
His elbows proved to be
very effective. He landed one to
the forehead of Philippou that
opened up a small gash. By the
time the round had ended, it
was obvious who was winning

the fight.
In the second round,
Catone wanted to pick up
where he left off, but Philippou
defended the takedowns well.
Catone tried some other ideas,
including some knees and a
couple of high kicks that landed
strongly.
“I’ve been working on my
muay thai for quite some time
now,” Catone said. “I had a
long layoff, so I had a lot of
time to work on things.”
Eventually, Catone scored
another takedown before the
end of the second round.
In the third and final
round, Catone was able to get
the takedown early and control
the rest of the fight. He was
able to land some big strikes
without really using his right
hand. By the end of the fight
it was almost obvious who had
won.
“I was pretty confident,”
Catone said. “But you never
know when you leave it in the
judges hands.”
After the decision was rendered, the announcement was
made that Catone had won his
third UFC fight by a unanimous decision, which means
that all three judges felt that he
won the fight.

Now that Catone has that
win under his belt, he will have
some time to rest his broken
hand.
“I’m stuck in a cast for four
weeks,” Catone said. “Then
we’ll see how it feels. Maybe I’ll
be ready to go to a brace, but if
not they’ll put a cast back on.”
Until then, Catone will
be teaching at Nick Catone’s
MMA, his school in his hometown of Brick, N.J.
“I obviously can’t train
right now, so I’ll just be teaching for a while,” Catone said.
When he is finally healed
up, Catone is not sure exactly
what’s next for him in the UFC.
What he does know is that
he will be getting married this
summer.
“I heard there is a possibility of a local UFC event this
summer,” Catone said. “But I’ll
be getting married and be going
on a honeymoon so I’m not
sure I’ll be ready.”
Whenever he is ready
though, Catone will step into
the cage with whoever the UFC
puts in front of him.
“I’m willing to fight anyone,” he said. “I’m here to fight
the best.”

Cavallaro escapes Tourette’s on the diving board
By Josh Veltrie
veltrie@theridernews.com
Tourette’s Syndrome is a disease that is often
talked about. There was even once an episode of the
popular Comedy Central show, South Park, where
Tourette’s was the theme. But not many people know
exactly what Tourette’s is or realize how difficult it is to
live with. Just ask junior diver Brendan Cavallaro.
Cavallaro, a standout on the swimming and diving
team at Rider, has had Tourette’s since he was 8 years
old.
Tourette’s syndrome (TS) is a neurological disorder
where the patient suffers from tics. Tics are repetitive,
stereotyped, involuntary movements and vocalizations.
While most people associate Tourette’s with shouting
profanities uncontrollably, that is actually extremely
rare.
“I have a mild case [of TS],” said the native of
Middleboro, Mass. “I have a head twitch, vocals, I
make noises, my arms jump, my stomach jumps but it
all goes away when I’m diving.”
When he first started having twitches and making noises, he was taken to a couple of doctors who
claimed he was just a normal kid and nothing was
wrong.
“It was pretty funny looking back on it. My mom
would tell me to stop making noises and stop messing around because she thought I was making it up,”
Cavallaro said. “She felt really bad when we went back
to the doctors and they finally diagnosed me.”
The 5’8” junior realized as a kid during gymnastics
that when he was focusing on performing a task, his
symptoms would subside. When he got on a diving
board his sophomore year of high school, the same
thing happened. All of his symptoms were gone.
“Once I step onto the board everything stops.
It happens sometimes when I am really focusing on
schoolwork and stuff too, but every time I get on the
board everything stops,” Cavallaro said.
As a sophomore at Rider, Cavallaro qualified for
the NCAA Zones and finished 15th in the 3-meter and

it.”

Cavallaro faced a lot of adversity once he entered
middle school, which is tough enough on children
without having Tourette’s.
“I had a tough time with it when I was first diagnosed because I was so young and I didn’t know what
it was really,” Cavallaro said. “I got made fun of a lot
in middle school, but it was nice because one of the
teachers in my middle school had it also. And I still
talk to him to this day, so I have a lifelong friend now
from it.”
A lot of people don’t know what Tourette’s is, so
when they see someone with it, it is natural to stare,
Cavallaro said. He did presentations in high school
about Tourette’s and noticed a difference in how
people treated him once they understood the disease
he had.
“I still get stared at walking around campus sometimes, and it can be really difficult for me to read and
write because my arms jump,” said Cavallaro. “When I
talk about having [TS] or think about it, the twitches
and movements tend to get a lot worse.”
Cavallaro has tried taking medication for TS, but
all three times he has ended up in the hospital because
his body didn’t react well to it.
“My senior year of high school I went to the hospital for the medication I was taking,” Cavallaro said.
Peter G. Borg/Rider University
“I was having episodes where I didn’t know who I was,
Brandon Cavallaro, who has battled Tourette’s Syn- where I was, [I didn’t know] anybody around me, I
drome since he was a child, finds peace while diving. would shake uncontrollably and it was really bad.”
Cavallaro now only takes anxiety medication when
20th in the 1-meter. This past year he improved in the
he is feeling some extra stress because of finals or mid3-meter with a 10th-place finish and ended up in 31st
terms because it helps with his symptoms. He hopes
in the 1-meter.
to finish his Rider career next year by improving in his
“There are days where Brendan is stressed out or
favorite event, the three-meter dive, which is also his
excited and I watch him get on the board and think to
best event.
myself that it isn’t going to stop and he’s going to have
“I would like to win MAACs next year and break
to skip his turn until he can relax a little more,” said
the other record Paul [Apostolakis] has,” Cavallaro
diving coach Kristen Ceppa. “And then I watch him
said. “I just hope to keep improving.”
take that final breath that he does and it truly does
disappear. The five seconds or so from the start of a
dive until he pops back up out of the water, Brendan is
tic free. You would honestly never believe it if you saw
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Gaining Momentum
Broncs take three out of four over
Maine heading into conference play
BASEBALL

By Kim Leder
After starting the season
losing seven of its first 11 games,
the Rider baseball team has hit
its stride just in time. MAAC
play will begin this weekend.
The Broncs have won six of
their last seven games, including taking three out of four
over the weekend against Maine
(6-15).
Rider (10-8) will host
Niagara (3-17) this weekend
because of snow in western New
York, but the Purple Eagles will
be considered the home team
and bat last in the series.
“These are the games that
take you where you want to
go,” said Head Coach Barry
Davis. “They are important and
it will be a great challenge for
our team.”
Last Friday afternoon, the
Broncs extended their winning streak to four games, edging Maine, 3-2. Senior John
Ralston scored the go-ahead
run in the seventh inning when
he connected with a double. He
was able to advance after a ball
got past the catcher before a
sacrifice fly brought him home.
Senior Mike Thomas started
the game for the Broncs and

went 6 1/3 innings with three
strikeouts.
In the first inning, senior
A.J. Albee led things off for the
Broncs with an RBI double,
followed by an RBI single to
give them a 2-0 lead. Junior
Brandon Cotten, sophomore
Ian Lindsay and Albee each had
two of the eight hits for Rider.
For Cotten, it was his 100th
career hit.
On Saturday, the Broncs
stretched their winning streak
to six by dominating Maine
in both games of the doubleheader, 7-2 and 9-2.
“It was the best day of
baseball we have played in a
long time,” said junior pitcher
Patrick Devlin. “We took both
games from Maine, leaving
them in a giant hole. Our hitters hit the ball extremely well
and our pitching was fantastic.”
In the first game, Devlin
pitched a three-hitter, striking out five of Maine’s batters.
Freshman Nick Crescenzo had
an RBI double in the third
and scored on an error. He was
named MAAC Rookie of the
Week.
In addition, Cotten had an
RBI double in the sixth while
seniors Mason Heyne and Steve
Galella hit sacrifice flies.
In the second game, Albee

hit a two-run double in the
fourth inning to give Rider a
4-2 lead. Crescenzo hit an RBI
single to make it 5-2. In the
sixth inning, Rider recorded
five hits and two walks, including an error by Maine. Senior
Nate Eppley started on the
mound for the Broncs, going
six innings and allowing only
one earned run.
On Sunday, the Broncs’
winning streak was snapped by
Maine as they fell 8-3.
“I thought we came out
flat on Sunday and it showed,
with very little production on
the offensive end,” said Davis.
“That happens sometimes, but
it is not something we want to
be habitual.”
The Blackbears outhit
Rider 13-4. Starting pitcher
sophomore Joe Calogero managed to strike out four batters with just one walk and at
one point retired 12 batters
in a row. He was relieved on
the mound with the score still
deadlocked 2-2.
“Maine had a great deal
of young talent and I thought
we put on great pressure,” said
Devlin. “All in all, it was a good
weekend.”
Pitching was the key for
the Broncs. In the three wins
over Maine, the Rider pitchers

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Brandon Cotten recorded his 100th career base hit during a 3-2 victory over the Maine Blackbears last Friday.
allowed a total of six runs. In
the lone loss, the Blackbears
scored eight runs.
“Our starting pitching was
very good,” said Davis. “Mike
Thomas, Pat Devlin, Nate
Eppley and Joe Calogero had
quality starts.”

The Broncs hope to continue their good play as the
MAAC’s begin. The first game
of the series will take place
today at 3 p.m. against Niagara,
followed by a doubleheader on
Saturday that begins at noon.

Rider’s early season struggles continue
SOFTBALL

By David Pavlak

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Rachael Matreale was able to pick up the win
over FDU, finishing the game with eight strikeouts.

The softball team wrapped up its Florida tournament with four important games as Rider tried to end
the trip on a high note. The Broncs were able to defeat
Fairleigh Dickinson University, 7-1, before falling to
Butler, 9-2, later that evening. The next morning, the
Broncs lost two games, one against UW–Green Bay,
5-1, and later, to Colgate, 6-1.
The Broncs (3-14), whose first home game was
postponed because of inclement weather until April 19,
will travel to Philadelphia Saturday for a doubleheader
against Pennsylvania (5-7) before returning home and
playing a pair of games against Army (10-8).
Facing off against FDU (12-7), the Broncs were led
by the strong pitching performance of junior Rachael
Matreale, who hurled a complete game, recording eight
strikeouts. Rider opened up the game in the fourth
inning, when it compiled five hits and scored six runs,
resulting in a 6-1 lead.
“The team is really working hard,” said sophomore
catcher Sam Pugh. “I feel like there is so much talent
and potential from every single player. Our freshmen
are playing bigger than how you would expect typical
freshmen to play.”
The Broncs did not fare well against Butler (12-8).
The game was scoreless until the fourth inning, when
Rider scored the first run. The lead would not last
long, however, as the Bulldogs scored six runs on five

hits. They added three more runs in the sixth inning to
complete the rout, forcing Rider to walk away with a
9-2 loss.
“In the FDU game we obviously hit well, the
pitching was there and the defense was pretty solid,”
Pugh said. “As for Butler, they are a very good team and
we just gave them opportunities that they capitalized
on. We had a little bit of a hard time putting our hits
together to produce runs. It’s still early and a lot of us
are putting the finishing touches on our swings.”
Against UWGB (11-9), the Broncs scored first, as
Pugh scored with an RBI single with two outs. UWGB
scored in bunches, though, in the second and fifth
innings. Freshman Kehli Washington recorded two of
the four hits for Rider.
Against Colgate, the Broncs plated only one
run and allowed six. Matreale threw six innings and
recorded five strikeouts, though she wasn’t able to stop
the runs from crossing the plate.
“Our coaches keep telling us that this team will be
underachieving if we do not make the tournament, and
I feel like we keep that in mind whenever we’re on the
field. We want it bad this year,” said Pugh.

