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Storms
hit hard,
blanket
campus
By Katie Zeck
Last week’s massive snowfall and this week’s crippling ice
storm have left Rider students
knee-deep and struggling to dig
out.
Lawrence Township has
seen almost 35 inches of snow
in 2011. The Jan. 26-27 storm
alone dumped 18 inches of
the white stuff, according to
the Office of New Jersey State
Climatologist.
The storm forced Rider
to cancel afternoon classes on
Wednesday and most classes on
Thursday as Facilities Mana
gement worked to keep up with
the snowfall. Grounds manager
Larry Toth explained the process facilities workers took to
lessen the impact of the snow
that accumulated.
“We do not put material on
walkways or roadways before a
storm,” Toth said. “It is actually
slippery to walk or drive on.

Say It Ain’t Snow
Helen Mannion/The Rider News

Students found their cars buried under more than a foot of snow after last week’s winter storm. Lawrence Twp. accumulated 18
inches of snow over a period of about 48 hours from Jan. 26-27. Many classes were cancelled on Wednesday and Thursday.
The salt that we use has a nonUV stable in it, which is like a
food colorant and is harmless
to the environment. We put
the salt down when snow or
sleet begins to fall. The product
needs the precipitation to be
effective.”

Toth and his team removed
as much snow as possible, specifically around areas of heavy
traffic, so that classes could
resume.
“The amount of people we
have working throughout the
entire campus depends on the

time, if campus is closed or if
certain events are taking place,”
he said. “For the most part
we have a few more people
working on the academic buildings, Daly’s, the SRC, Alumni
Gymnasium and handicap
walkways. For the roadways,

trucks are assigned to certain
parking lots and roadways.
When they complete them,
they start all over again or assist
in another area if needed.”
By the end of the week, a

See Snow, p. 2

Program to assist
undecided freshmen
By Kevin Whitehead

Maggie Sarlo/The Rider News

New and improved Daly’s
Moving the other desserts closer to the ice cream was just one change in Daly’s that students
discovered upon returning from winter break. Other changes included consolidating the salad
bar to one location, moving the sandwich, wok and pasta stations, and adding new containers
for the bagels and ice cream cones.

The iPhone comes to

Verizon

p. 8

Beginning next fall, Rider
will be implementing the
Freshman Discovery Program,
a way to help undeclared freshmen settle on a major and ultimately pinpoint their career
path.
This program, a three-year
pilot to observe how students
react and adhere to the program’s goals, is launching after
a four-year process in which
professors and faculty worked
out its logistics.
“What we want to do is put
in place a set of experiences that
will excite those students which
will show them the possibilities that Rider offers in differ-

See Jumpline, p. 3

Testing the boundaries of

friendship

p. 6

ent majors,” said Don Steven,
Provost and vice president for
academic affairs.
The Freshman Discovery
Program consists of 40 undeclared students who have displayed satisfactory critical reading and writing skills — greater
than a score of 500 and 530
on the SAT, respectively. These
students expressed interest in
the program during their application process.
Now that applicants are
being admitted, the Office of
Admissions will be better able
to account for how many are
interested in this novel program.

See Discovery, p. 3

Conference
breakdown

p. 11
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Security Briefs
Hot boxing
Six females were found
smoking marijuana in a car
last week.
On Sunday, Jan. 30,
Public Safety was on patrol
in the Annex lot when officers observed smoke coming
from a car. After the officers
knocked on the window, a
female later identified as a
resident student opened the
door. A cloud of smoke came
out and was consistent with
the smell of marijuana.
Five more females were
in the car. Two were resident
students and three were visitors.
One of the visiting
females took responsibility for the marijuana and
was taken to the Lawrence
Township Police Department
for further processing.
The three resident students are being charged with
violating the campus narcotics policy, as well as the alcohol policy. Persona non grata
letters have been requested
for the visitors.

Slip up
An icy sidewalk proved
an issue for a female resident
student last week.
On Sunday, Jan. 30,
at 9:40 p.m., Public Safety
received a call from a male
staff member about a female
resident who had slipped on
an icy sidewalk while exiting
Conover Hall.
A few minutes after slipping, the student complained
of a headache and said that
she felt dizzy and nauseous.
The student was transported to a nearby hospital
for further evaluation and
treatment.

Photos by Helen Mannion

Snow
Continued from p. 1
total of 25 facility workers, seven trucks, two front end loaders, six smaller machines for the
sidewalks and approximately
35 tons of de-icing material,
worked diligently to clear away
as much snow as possible to
allow for smooth movement
about the campus.
Dean of Students Anthony
Campbell was pleased with the
hard work and long hours the
Facilities employees put in during such weather conditions.
“I’ve got to commend
Facilities. They do a phenomenal job; they’re here 24 hours
straight, doing what they have
to do,” Campbell said. “They’re
unbelievably dedicated to making sure things are safe for students.”
Despite these efforts, many
students continued to face difficulties when walking and driving around campus.
Freshman commuter Emily
Reeg noted that Z Lot was especially difficult to navigate the
morning of Jan. 26.
“The freshmen lot didn’t

Left, two students take a stroll through Rider’s winter wonderland.
Above, snow envelops Poyda in its chilly embrace. Despite the beauty
of the powder, Rider students faced many challenges because of the
storm. To check out more pictures from the snowstorm, go to
theridernews.com.

seem to be plowed at all, and
then the walkways from the
parking lots to the rest of campus were also hard to walk
through,” Reeg said.
Though the university
announced a 1 p.m. closing
that day, students were astonished that morning classes were
still being held.
Freshman Jessica Lanza
walked to her 9:10 class on
Wednesday, shocked that she
was trudging through inches of
the white stuff.
“I honestly couldn’t even
believe we had classes when I
woke up and saw the amount of
snow that was coming down,”
she said.
Others skipped classes altogether that morning, opting
not to leave the comfort of their
dorm rooms, or, in the case of
commuters, not to risk driving
on slippery and potentially dangerous roads.
Julia Fang, a freshman
commuter, was one such student who chose not to leave her
home that morning.
“I couldn’t get out of my
town because all the roads were
closed, and I don’t even like
driving in bad weather like that

‘It has already been an unbelievable snow year.’
-Dean of Students Anthony Campbell

to begin with,” Fang said
Other students continued
to see problems days after the
snowfall when attempting to
leave campus.
“I had to use the ice scraper
from my car to move the snow
away from my tires and then
my roommate helped me push
my car out of its parking spot,”
said freshman Lori Nissim.
Many experienced similar
obstacles using anything and
everything they could to uncover their vehicles. Campbell,
while agreeing that it is an issue
Rider University students deal
with winter after winter, stresses
the challenges that come with
clearing all of the parking areas
around campus (See editorial,
p. 8).
“It’s hard to get parking lots
fully cleared when students are
here because their cars are there

and it’s not like we can move
them to another lot very easily,”
he said.
Luckily, some friendly good
Samaritans were seen assisting
other students in digging out
their buried cars.
“It was neat how everyone
that was in the parking lot trying to get their car out came
together and started helping
each other,” Nissim said.
At only two weeks into
the semester, the possibility of
another snowstorm cannot be
ruled out.
“Cold weather and large
amounts of snow always cause
problems,” he said. “It’s just
part of living in these temperatures right now.”
In only the first week of
February 2011, “it has already
been an unbelievable snow
year,” he said.

Stumbling on
On Sunday, Jan. 30,
Public Safety was returning
students to Conover Hall
when they encountered three
males, two of whom were resident students, one of whom
was staggering. This alerted
the officers to a potential
alcohol violation.
Public Safety asked the
three males to stop. Two of
the males complied, but the
staggering student continued
on. He complied with Public
Safety’s second request.
Both of the resident students admitted to consuming alcohol and were charged
with violating the alcohol
policy.
Information provided by Director
of Rider’s Department of Public
Safety Vickie Weaver.

Get Ready for

RecycleMania!
February 6 - April 2, 2011
RecycleMania is an eight-week, nationwide recycling competition
among college and university campuses. Schools compete to increase
recycling rates and reduce waste accumulation.

What can you do?
Recycle all aluminum and plastics numbered 1-7
Recycle paper, cardboard, and glass
Recycle electronic waste in Techno Trash bins
Buy less and reuse more

Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. Rethink.
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Discovery
Continued from p. 1
According to Steven, Rider
has a retention rate of 80 to 81
percent of undecided students.
“It will be interesting to see
if the students will really accept
this program,” Steven said.
Steven said that the program will present a wide array
of academic disciplines varying
from theater opportunities to
various branches of sciences,
such as marine biology.
“[The Freshman Discovery
Program] sounds like a good
idea,” said undeclared freshman
John Ahern. “I just think that
you have to let students have
the best experience they can.”
Ahern expressed displeasure with the way academic
advisers currently assist undeclared students.
“Advisers haven’t really
helped that much,” he said.
“I meet with my adviser and

schedule my core requirements.
If they give me advice, it helps
me a little. I took mostly core
classes first semester, but at the
end of the day it depends on
the student.”
The 40 students will be
divided into seminars — philosophy and sociology — each
having 20 students.
“I’m hoping the seminars
will spark each student’s interest
in other areas,” Steven said. “If
you’re in a seminar of philosophy, sociology, psychology or
the arts, if you’re looking at an
idea and you’re asked to wonder
about it, I think you’re already
opening your imagination to
possibilities and to a student’s
potential interests. That’s the
kind of result I would hope to
see.”
Steven and his colleagues
are attempting to help these
students find a career path. By
testing them intellectually, the
Freshman Discovery Program
looks to present a positive learn-

Headline
headline

ing environment and offer these
students more opportunities at
Rider.
“We want to create a bonding program compared to
the likes of the Baccalaureate
Honors Program,” Steven said.
He hopes that the Freshman
Discovery Program will serve as
a launching pad for undeclared
students to propel themselves
into Rider’s academic atmosphere.
“Once a student has that
passion, there’s just no stopping
them,” Steven said. “That’s the
key to success.”

Be sure to check
theridernews.com
for our weekly blogs
on everything from
sports to photography to life as a freshman.
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Coming
Up ...
Friday, Feb. 4
Rider’s Got Talent Auditions,
8:30 p.m., Fine Arts 147
Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Monday, Feb. 7
Dining Etiquette, 4:30 p.m.,
Fireside Lounge
Pub Night, 9 p.m., BLC Pub

Tuesday, Feb. 8
Graduate School Admission
Seminar, 11:30 a.m., Sweigart
117
Graduate Business School
Seminar, 11:30 a.m., Sweigart
110

Blood Drive, 1 p.m., Cavalla
Room
ESCC Green Film Series:
WALL-E, 6 p.m., Sweigart
115

Wednesday, Feb. 9
Blood Drive, 1 p.m., Cavalla
Room
Law School Admissions
Seminar, 6 p.m., Fireside
Lounge
Medical School Admissions
Seminar, 6 p.m., Sweigart 115

Thursday, Feb. 10
Pub Night, 4:30, BLC Pub

GLASS Peer Mentoring Program
takes shape at Rider in 2011
By Rachel Stengel

Forensic Science
FEPAC-Accredited Master’s Program

Guaranteed Internship in
Forensic Biology, Toxicology and Chemistry.
Preparation to work in state, federal and private labs.

Accepting applications now!

www.arcadia.edu/fs

A group of undeclared
freshmen in the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences have
been getting a helping hand
from upperclassmen who were
once in their shoes.
Fall 2010 marked the
start of a pilot program, the
General Liberal Arts and
Sciences Students (GLASS)
Peer Mentoring Program.
Senior academic coordinator
Terri Marriott developed the
program and worked with
Dr. Jonathan Millen, assistant
dean of liberal arts, to coordinate it.
Twenty-one undecided
students from director of
Courtesy of Terri Marriott
undergraduate
admission Mentors in the General Liberal Arts and Sciences Students
William Larrousse’s freshman
(GLASS) mentoring program get to know their freshmen menseminar class were paired with
tees through team building exercises this past September.
one of the 17 mentors. Each
in its many programs.”
program has the potential to
of the mentors came to Rider
The program strives to be a useful resource for undeas an undecided freshman, but
support Rider’s incoming clared students.
eventually chose a major they
“Terri Marriott has
undecided freshmen in “idenenjoy.
tifying themselves as a Rider worked tirelessly in her efforts
Undecided students take
student, becoming familiar to increase the success of our
various core curriculum classes
with university policies, pur- newer students by maximizas they journey to discovering
suing the discovery of a major ing the leadership of returning
their ideal major. The GLASS
and becoming active, inde- students,” he said.
Peer Mentoring Program aims
The program is currently
pendent and confident Rider
to fill a gap by assisting undestudents,” explained Marriott. in the assessment and evalucided students.
The pilot was well received ation stages before further
“The idea for the iniby both mentors and mentees. implementation. Marriott
tiative came about through
Marriott explained that the and Millen hope that the fulldiscussions concerning the
mentors “also provided the fledged program will be acceschallenges for freshmen enterstudents with a connection sible to students in fall 2011.
ing college for the first time,
to someone so they knew that
especially those students comthey were not alone and there For more information about the
ing in as GLASS undeclared,”
was someone that they could GLASS pilot program, contact
Marriott said. “Rider’s comimmediately reach out to for Terri Marriott.
mitment to providing a strong
any reason.”
foundation of success for its
According to Millen, the
incoming freshmen has shown
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Discover
Discover

www.rider.edu/studytours
www.rider.edu/studytours
www.rider.edu/studytours
Summer
Summer job
job applications
applications submitted
submitted by
by
Summer
job applications
submitted by
February
18,
February
18, 2011
2011
will
receive
willFebruary
receive full
full consideration.
consideration.
18,
2011
will receive full consideration.
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The Big Ben clock is a popular symbol of the UK.
Photos courtesy of Laura Cahill

The gates to Buckingham Palace in England display the Royal Coat of Arms of the United Kingdom.

This band features people in the traditional and
well-known Buckingham Palace guard outfits.

Check out a guest blog documenting sophomore Jessica
Zimmer’s trip to England!
Senior Laura Cahill stands on top of the Tower Bridge in The National Gallery in London contains Western
England, offering a beautiful view of the river Thames. European art from the 13th to 19th centuries.

www.theridernews.com/category/
blogs/guest-blog/

Traveling abroad on a budget
By Laura Cahill
		 Do you yearn to travel to
Europe but don’t have the money to do
so? Then, the winter Arts Abroad trip
may be the perfect choice for you.
The trip is a little known secret for
students who want to travel abroad but
may not have the time or the funds to go
for an extended period of time. Led by
Dr. Jerry Rife and Dr. Patrick Chmel, 35
students went on this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity trip to Barcelona, Spain
and London, England, during winter
break.
Arts Abroad can be taken as a music
or theater class and is accredited the
same as a regular course. It’s 12 days
long and continues once the spring
semester begins. As a part of the course,
the students are required to write five
two-to-three page papers on the theatrical and musical performances seen while
abroad.
This short visit to Europe was a
spectacular way to learn about different
cultures. It included tours of the cities visited and provided an educational

experience while incorporating free time
for students to venture out and personally explore. Visiting famous landmarks,
tasting local cuisine and attending theater and symphonies allowed me to be
thoroughly immersed in different cultures and appreciate how diverse other
countries truly are.
In Barcelona, we visited the Sagrada
Familia, which is a massive cathedral
that has been in the process of being
built since 1882. There are many statues
depicting the life of Jesus, from birth
until death. The structure can be seen
from all over Barcelona, since it towers
over the city.
While in Spain, we went to
Montserrat, a monastery high in the
mountains outside of Barcelona. The
views were breathtaking and the monastery was incredibly built.
In London we visited Buckingham
Palace and were able to witness the
change of guard. The Palace is larger
than I anticipated and seeing something so unique to London was an
incomparable experience. The change of
guard takes place every other day and a

whole ceremony commences including
horses and a band. While there, I also
visited other famous landmarks, such
as Westminster Abbey, where the royal
wedding of Prince William and Kate
Middleton will take place in April. We
also saw the British Library, which is
home to some of the oldest works of
literature in the world. Visiting places
that I had only seen in movies or photos was wonderful. I was even able to
make a quick trip to Kings Cross to visit
Platform 9 ¾ of Harry Potter fame.
Another large benefit inherent in
traveling to European countries is the
plethora of cultural foods they offer. The
food in Barcelona was delicious. Many
restaurants serve “tapas,” which are small
portions of many different appetizers.
My personal favorite was a Spanish
omelet, composed of egg and potatoes.
Another popular choice was “patatas
bravas,” which is similar to french fries
and served with a spicy tomato sauce.
In London, local pubs served meat pies
and fish and chips. I firmly believe that
a major way to experience the culture of
another country is to eat its food.

While we were abroad, we saw two
plays and three orchestras. Both plays
were comedies and equally hysterical
in different ways. A Flea in Her Ear is a
slapstick comedy that begins with a lie
while hilarious chains of events ensue.
Becky Shaw is a dark comedy that touches on the lives of a family and the mess
that occurs when the main character sets
up a blind date for her adoptive brother.
In Barcelona, we saw the famous
Concertgebouw Orchestra with soloist Joshua Bell, one of the world’s best
violin players. In London, we listened
to the London Symphony Orchestra
play the musical piece “Don Quixote”
by Richard Strauss. We also enjoyed the
London Philharmonic Orchestra, which
showcased “Symphony 6” by Mahler.
Every place that we visited was a
fountain of fascinating information. I
loved learning as much as I did and
going out to experience the nightlife of
each city. It was an incredible amount of
fun.
Arts Abroad costs about $2,400.
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An alluring version of friends with benefits
FILM REVIEW

By Helen Mannion
mannionh@theridernews.com
No Strings Attached, as the title suggests, is the story of two friends struggling to maintain a relationship with no
emotional baggage or commitment. It is a
typical romantic comedy, but with a fresh
cast and funny lines, it doesn’t disappoint.
Adam (Ashton Kutcher, Valentine’s
Day) and Emma (Natalie Portman, Black
Swan) meet for the first time at sleep-away
camp as teenagers. Emma states from the
get-go that she is not an affectionate person while Adam is the exact opposite.
The two run into each other sporadically as they grow up, once at a college
party and once at an outdoor market,
where they discover they both live and
work in the same city. Adam works as a
production assistant on a Glee-inspired
show and Emma is an emergency room
doctor. The pair exchange cell phone
numbers and go their separate ways.
After a particularly scarring run-in
with his father, Alvin (Kevin Kline, The
Ice Storm) and an ex-girlfriend, Adam
seeks solace in his college friend Eli (Jake
Johnson, Get Him to the Greek), bartender
Wallace (Ludacris, 2 Fast 2 Furious) and
various mixed drinks. After an intoxicating night out, Adam finds himself back at
the apartment of none other than Emma
and her roommates.
Horrified after being discovered naked
on the couch by one of the roommates,
Shira (Mindy Kaling, The Office), Adam
ends up in Emma’s room. The two give
in to their mutual attraction and devise
a plan to become “sex friends.” They get
together at odd hours of the day and night

The cinematic celebration of 2010
Academy Award nominations for Best Picture

Black
Swan

Fox Searchlight Pictures

Paramount Pictures

Natalie Portman and Ashton Kutcher make an entertaining couple of friends who develop a romantic relationship.
and vow to not develop feelings for one
another.
One day while she’s working, Emma’s
sister Katie (Olivia Thirlby, Juno) drops by
to announce her engagement. While she
makes it clear she isn’t good with relationships and commitment, the news throws
Emma for a loop.
To add to her confusion, Adam begins
to show signs that he is falling for her.
In one of the more memorable scenes,
he makes Emma and her roommates a
“period mix” on a CD and brings cupcakes to get the girls through that time
of the month. Adam and Emma end up

APO rings in the
spring semester

snuggling and falling asleep, which scares
Emma because their relationship is developing. Adam eventually convinces her to
go on a real date with him to see if they
are truly meant to be. The date ends badly,
causing the two to part ways, supposedly
for good.
On the eve of her sister’s wedding
after a few weeks of separation, Emma
realizes her love for Adam. The two eventually make up and get together, which is
the predictable resolution.
The movie definitely follows the traditional romantic comedy format, but the
cast brings a new life into the old arrange-

ment. Kutcher has sincerely matured since
his Punk’d days and is on his way to proving himself as a serious actor. Portman is
quirky and cheesy, perfectly blending the
two and proving she can be both a serious and funny actress. The supporting
cast adds a lot to the film as well, with
Kaling leading the pack. Her one-liners
get the audience laughing at just the right
moments.
If the film leaves you wanting more,
which it probably will, be sure to stay for
the credits.

The
Fighter

Closest to the Hole Productions

Inception

Warner Bros. Pictures

Portman fully embraces the
character of the Black Swan.

Wahlberg deals with adversity
while battling to the top.

DiCaprio leads a team of
dream crashers in this thriller.

127
Hours

The Social
Network

Toy Story 3

Fox Searchlight Pictures

Franco is caught between a
rock and a hard place.

Columbia Pictures

Eisenberg pushes the limits
with intellectual property.

The Kids Are
All Right

10th Hole Productions

True
Grit

Walt Disney Studios

Andy goes to college and his
toys accidentally get donated.

Paramount Pictures

Marshall Cogburn helps Mattie
avenge her father’s death.

By Katherine Johnson, photos by Heather Fiore
Alpha Psi Omega (APO) started the school year off with its annual sketch comedy
show, but sprang back into this semester with Roses and Thorns: A Vocal Cabaret.
Roses and Thorns took place in the Spitz Theater on Jan. 28 and 29 and combined
aspects of both a musical and variety show.
The show featured a collection of songs, which was like a variety show, but without
the emcee. Each song told a different story, but they didn’t necessarily correlate with one
another.
“The show was grand,” said junior musical theater major Richard Crandle. “It was
put together so well.”
The small cast of 10 was able to present a multitude of characters over a musical
backdrop, which created an enjoyable musical medley.
One of the cast members, sophomore musical theater major Kelliann DeCarlo, was
happy with the outcome of the performances.
“We had rehearsal for a long time and it was just a really great experience with
friends,” DeCarlo said. “We all got really close and it just came together.”
The musical director, sophomore musical theater and piano major Alex Harrington,
was proud of the cast’s hard work and performance.
“The cast was what made the show succeed,” Harrington said. “They were the
driving force and the life of every number.”
Be on the lookout for APO’s next student run-production, See What I Wanna See,
directed by senior theater major Dan Viola. The show will run from Friday, April 29,
until Sunday, May 1. The show will be in the Spitz Theater and tickets will be $5.

“I think Black Swan should win because
it captures a very unique and surreal
portrayal of an obsessive ballet dancer. It
had phenomenal performances and gritty
directing that gets under your skin; everyone should watch it.”
-Senior Rob Mannanice

“I would like Inception to win because, in
all honesty, it was the first movie to really
WOW me in a long time. It had all the
right elements.”

“I want Toy Story 3 to win because it’s
such a heart-warming movie that can
relate to anyone.”

“Inception should win because it’s a mindboggling concept, literally, and Leonardo
DiCaprio did an impeccable job.”

-Junior Stephanie Disbrow

-Senior Panco Kasapinov

-Senior Amber Currie

Helen Mannion/The Rider News

Cast members gather around before the show to rehearse some of their songs.

The King’s
Speech

See-Saw Films

Bening and Moore put a twist Helped by a speech therapist,
on the average family.
Firth takes Britain’s throne.

Which movie do you think
should win Best Picture at
the Academy Awards?

By Amanda Arena
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Winter’s
Bone

Winter’s Bone Productions

Jennifer Lawrence tries to find
her drug dealer father.
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Editorial

Students get buried
by record snowfall

O

ne look at Rider’s campuses and it’s easy to see: We
have had a lot of snow. Since the start of the new
year, Lawrence Township has received close to 35
inches of snow, with more than half of that coming from the
Jan. 26-27 storm alone, according to the Office of New Jersey
State Climatologist.
Facilities employees were working around the clock trying
to keep students safe in the snow and ice, said Dean of Students
Anthony Campbell. We greatly appreciate the fact that they
dedicated all of their time to us, but after the snow fell, students
still had to take some matters into their own hands.
One of the problems students faced was digging their cars
out after the snow hit. Needless to say, cars were blocked in on
all four sides, so moving the snow proved challenging. An obvious solution to removing the snow would be to shovel it away.
But only a small number of students have access to shovels.
Public Safety does have 10 shovels on hand, but with several
thousand students on campus, that won’t help much.
In times like these, residence halls could look into keeping a
few shovels in the building for student use. Anyone living in a
residence hall could follow the same process as he or she would
at the Public Safety office: sign out a shovel, take it to the parking lot, use it to uncover the car and return it to their residence
hall office. Students have to return to the dorms anyway, so it
only makes sense to get a shovel from there.
Rider has tried to clean out the parking lots as best as it can,
but it’s difficult to clear out the snow when there are hundreds
of cars still there. On Monday afternoon, West Village residents
were sent an e-mail telling them to move their cars by 10 p.m.
that night so that plows would be free to clean out all of the
snow from the lot. This alert spared students from having to
shovel themselves out, and it freed up extra spots that were
previously covered in snow and ice. While this was a great idea
and definitely made it easier for students to park in the lot, it
wouldn’t work as well for other lots. If the school tried to clear
out the bigger parking lots, such as R and Z, where would all of
the cars go? R and Z are bigger lots and are usually full.
It could work, however, if each lot was done in parts over the
weekend. Maybe if all students who were left moved their cars
to the commuter lots or the lot by the tennis courts, the smaller
lots could be plowed out. Of course, it would take 100 percent
student involvement, and that’s where we could encounter problems.
The clean-up team was here for 24 hours straight from
Wednesday into Thursday putting down salt, shoveling snow
from sidewalks and plowing parking lots. According to Larry
Toth, Rider’s Manager of Grounds, each person on the crew has
his or her own designated area to plow or shovel. Of course, all
of the parts of campus have people working to clear the walkways, but higher up on the priority list are the academic buildings, Daly’s, the Student Recreation Center, Alumni Gym and
handicap walkways.
So far, Rider has done a great job at working with what they
have and making the sidewalks and pathways on campus free of
snow. Students just need more access to tools to help themselves
while facilities workers are taking care of the overall campus. The
winter season is still not over, so some of these changes could still
go into effect this month, and at the latest, next year.
This weekly editorial expresses the majority opinion
of The Rider News. This week’s editorial was written by the Opinion Editor, Angelique Lee.
E-mail us at:
ridernews@rider.edu; newssection@rider.edu;
featuressection@rider.edu;
opinionsection@rider.edu;
sportssection@rider.edu
The Rider News, Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896-5256
Fax: (609) 895-5696

Megan Moyer/The Rider News

Tech Savvy

Verizon iPhone still has kinks to fix
For the past year, you may have heard
rumors about the iPhone coming to Verizon.
This, my friends, is finally happening. That’s
right — starting on Feb. 10, Verizon will also
own rights to the iPhone (as well as the iPhone 5
when it debuts this summer) and be able to sell
it to Verizon customers. There has been a lot said
about the release of the iPhone to Verizon. While
many people are ready to be iPhone users, there
are a few facts that they should know before buying.
The price of the phone will be $199 for a
16GB iPhone and $299 for a 32GB one, with a
two-year contract according to Apple’s website.
Current Verizon contract holders were able to
start pre-ordering either phone on Feb. 3. In a
bid to attract early switchers, Verizon is allowing
iPhone 4 buyers to lock into the carrier’s $30
unlimited data plan — a significant gift, consid-

ering how much more data smart-phone users
will likely gobble up two years from now.
The biggest news to come out of this
announcement is the addition of Verizon’s
HotSync service with the phone. This means
that the iPhone can be a mobile hotspot for up
to five different electronic and digital devices, a
feature that AT&T has never offered. Through
the hotspot, other wireless electronics like laptops
or smartphones can go on the Internet without
actually having its own connection. This seems
like a great change to an already powerful smartphone.
Dropped calls on AT&T’s network have
made many consumers hesitant about purchasing
an iPhone. Because of AT&T’s large number of
iPhone users, there apparently isn’t enough airwave space to handle all of the calls. This doesn’t
make sense considering the fact that the iPhone

See iPhone, p. 9
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Eco-Rep Green Corner

Make and keep a new
green resolution
“What you don’t do can be a destructive force.” — Eleanor
Roosevelt.
According to The New York Times, four out of five people
abandon their New Year’s resolutions before Feb. 1. Rather than
making lofty goals only to drop them in a matter of weeks, one
would be better served being more realistic. Join the green movement and make a difference while also helping yourself. Although
going green could be a complete lifestyle change, taking it step by
step is easy to follow.
Step 1: Stop buying water bottles, once and for all.
Most water bottles originate from petroleum, which is chemically processed into PET plastic, the most common form of plastic
we use. Worldwide, it is estimated that 15 to 35 percent of plastic
bottles are actually recycled. If you must buy water bottles, recycling is key, but the unfortunate part about PET plastic is that it
can only be downcycled. As said in the April 1 Rider News article,
“Eco-Rep Green Corner: ‘Upcycling’ trendy new way to reuse,”
downcycling means to take waste materials, like plastics, and turn
them into new products of lesser value or quality. So, a recycled
water bottle cannot be reprocessed into a new water bottle. It is
used instead for other materials such as recycled lumber and fleece.
Another negative factor of disposable water bottles is the cost. A
reusable bottle that lasts around three years can save up to $200 in
that time span. Check out www.siggskins.com to personalize your
own reusable bottle.
Step 2: Vow to follow Meatless Mondays.
Fossil fuels are used in the growth, production and transportation of meat. It is estimated that the meat industry produces onefifth of fossil fuel emissions. Along with fossil fuels, one pound
of livestock requires 1,800 to 2,500 gallons of water. If that’s not
enough encouragement, consider this: cutting down the amount
of meat in your diet reduces the risk of cancer, prevents obesity,
limits the threat of heart disease and fights diabetes. Check out
www.meatlessmonday.com for more on these facts and meatless
recipes. To take even more initiative, try buying local and organic.
Check out www.eatwild.com to find grass-fed meat, eggs and dairy
near you.
Step 3: Make a home improvement green promise.
Sign up to make a change at re-nest.com. In the fall and
spring the website sponsors a “Green Cure” program. Easy green
fixes are provided to make your living space more efficient. Over
eight weeks you will take part in various assignments including
decorating, cleaning and organizing your home. Don’t think you
can make it eight weeks on your own? No problem. The website
allows you to communicate with others in the program and share
struggles and solutions. When your revamp is complete, you are
able to post photos of your newly green nest. Best part about it? At
the end of the eighth week you have to throw a party to celebrate
and show off your environmentally friendly pad.
Make 2011 the year for change. Join Rider sustainability in
the green movement and lead a more efficient, earth-friendly life.
Be sure to check out the Rider Eco-Rep Facebook page for daily
info and tips.
- Stephanie Eppolito
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

This Week in History ...
January 31, 1919 — Jackie Robinson is born.
February 2, 1876 — The National Baseball League
is formed.

February 4, 1861 — The Confederate States of
America are organized.

9

Quote of the Week
“Better to write for yourself and have no
public, than to write for the public and
have no self.”
			
— Cyril Connolly
British author
A Political Perspective

Speech leaves questions unanswered
President Barack Obama’s 2011 State of the
Union address reiterated many of the topics he
addressed last year. Sensing a greater urgency,
Obama added overtones of American mythology,
illustrating his vision of a nation on the cusp of
a “Sputnik Moment.” The president wanted to
convey optimism despite present challenges and
show that America is still capable of the ingenuity possessed in the past. But in this address,
Obama didn’t bridge the chasm between rhetoric
and reality, leaving his message somewhat blunted and hollow.
On the positive side, Obama did address
some obvious concerns: 9.8 percent unemployment, $14 trillion of debt and environmental
sustainability. The president elaborated on steps
he would take to rein in the deficit, including a
freeze in domestic spending and reductions in
military spending as approved by the Pentagon.
In regards to the economy, the president stressed
increases in exports, as well as lowering the corporate tax rate. However, some of the more platitudinous rhetoric came off as spin. In the era of
Obama’s proverbial “Sputnik Moment,” America
finds itself lagging behind other developing
countries, particularly India and China. But does
touting goals for clean energy by 2035 really
compare to the beginning of the U.S.’s space race
with the Soviet Union?
Obama said that, despite a Republican takeover in the House of Representatives, he would
not make political concessions like Bill Clinton.
Needing to regain ground with his base for next
year’s election, entirely absent from the address

were any “End of Big Government” epiphanies.
The president emphasized the need to end the
Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest 2 percent of
Americans and exhorted Republicans not to balance the budget on the backs of America’s neediest citizens. The president was evasive regarding
any endorsement of the proposals of the recently
concluded Deficit Reduction Commission, but
highlighted the necessity of many of the proposed spending cuts. However, Obama failed to
address the impact these cuts may have on the
nation’s fragile economic recovery, and his silence
on the matter was deafening.
If the substance of the president’s speech
belied his lofty eloquence, he had reason for
caution. It isn’t a particularly forgiving time to
be President of the United States, and spending
cuts aren’t the only obstacles that stand to derail a
sound economic recovery. There is also the issue
of a country like Greece or Ireland defaulting
on its debt. In addition, if the current political
instability in Egypt spreads to other countries,
the markets will have to confront a spike in the
price of oil. More insidiously, many believe the
recent rise in gas prices indicates global oil production as at (or approaching) a peak, at the very
least signaling an end to the era of cheap oil. A
spike in oil prices could seriously jeopardize the
economic recovery, or even cause another recession, and these issues loom large as Obama seeks
re-election in 2012.
- Tom Scully
Junior public relations major

iPhone

Continued from p. 8
has been out for a few years already. Verizon
made sure to highlight that its network has been
adjusted to handle an influx of iPhone customers. After all, the customers deserve good service
from their provider.
While the HotSync feature is extravagant,
there’s a big negative for “would-be” Verizon
iPhone owners. The CDMA technology inside
the phone that makes it compatible with Verizon’s
network also means that data and calls can’t happen on the phone at the same time. Basically,
you cannot check your e-mail and talk on the
phone simultaneously. So, the whole point of all
of the iPhone commercials that we currently see
on television and hear on the radio is no longer
relevant.
Even with the problem with the CDMA
technology, I think that the Verizon iPhone is a

good idea. While I wouldn’t be able to do multiple things on the iPhone all at once, I would
still buy and recommend it to everyone I know.
The iPhone is something that Verizon users have
been awaiting for as long as I can remember and
is too good to ignore.
With all of this information, Verizon customers have something to consider. Should they
buy it on Feb. 10 or just wait a few months and
read the reviews of those who do make the switch
to a Verizon iPhone? I know that there are a few
iPhone enthusiasts who will be out at midnight
to buy their new devices, but hopefully they have
weighed the pros and cons before jumping into
such a big decision.
- Amanda Landisi
Freshman journalism major

The Rider News is printed by Packet Publications, Princeton, N.J. Our paper, purchased directly from
North American mills, is composed of 50 percent recycled newsprint and 50 percent thermo-mechanical
pulp (made from wood-chip and sawdust byproducts of the wood industry). Our inks are soy or mineral
oil, not petroleum-based. Printing plates, litho film materials and silver content are recycled after use.
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who could have a chance to win
the league,” head coach Tommy
Dempsey said.
In 2010-2011, the MAAC
has shown great balance, and
in a conference with such parity, a team must shake off its
hits and rebound the following
night. Rider has found a way
to accomplish this, a critical
reason it’s 7-4 in league play,
good for a third-place tie in the
MAAC after being predicted to
finish fifth.
The Broncs have won nine
of their last 12 games en route
to an overall record of 15-8, an
impressive mark coming from
their difficult non-conference
schedule. More importantly,
Rider has not fallen in consecutive MAAC games except
for its back-to-back losses to
first-place Fairfield and Iona,
most likely the Broncs’ toughest
challenger apart from the Stags.
“I think that we’re in a pretty good place with the league
being so tough this year,” said
Dempsey. “Everybody is good
enough to beat you.”
Fairfield, the preseason
favorite, stands as the conference frontrunners at 10-1 in
the league while an under-theradar Saint Peter’s team is sec-

ond at 8-3, one game ahead
of the Broncs. Rider finds
itself tangled in a three-way
knot for third place with Iona
and Loyola (MD), creating an
intriguing yet monstrous weekend in the MAAC.
When it comes to breaking
down the Broncs’ biggest foes,
the Stags are the obvious starting point. Fairfield’s record can
be deceiving. The Stags boast
a 17-4 overall mark, but also
own a strength of schedule rank
of 328 out of 345 Division I
teams.
But give credit to the Stags.
They won games, no matter the
name on its schedule, and have
certainly proved themselves in
MAAC action. Fairfield slows
opponents down and makes
them play their style: half
court-set, defensive-minded
basketball. The Stags are the
stingiest defensive unit in the
conference, holding teams to a
league-low 55 points per game.
Star sophomore guard Derek
Needham leads the charge,
and with this season’s MAAC
Tournament in their backyard,
it’s Fairfield’s league to lose.
Saint Peter’s (13-9) returned
all five starters from last season’s
fourth-place squad, and they’re
showing legitimacy. Senior tandem Wesley Jenkins and Ryan
Bacon can be a handful.
Early on, Iona (13-9, 7-4

MAAC) seemed poised to make
this year’s race a two-horse heat,
but have faded of late. Yet,
they’re still the most dangerous
crew to upend Fairfield, alongside Rider. The Gaels possess
the MAAC’s top twosome in
junior forward Michael Glover,
a former Big East recruit who’s
tied for the conference’s scoring
title (19.1 ppg) and is second
in rebounding (10.7 rpg) while
his partner in crime, junior
point guard Scott Machado, is
the number-one assist-man in
America with 7.8 helpers per
game.
Loyola (MD) (11-10, 7-4
MAAC) is surprisingly relevant
in the standings this season and
can be a pesky opponent on any
night. Just ask Fairfield; who
handed over its lone conference
defeat? It was the Greyhounds.
Siena (9-12, 6-5 MAAC)
will always be a threat until
someone takes their three-time
defending crown, especially
when you have a player the
caliber of senior Ryan Rossiter,
the preseason MAAC Player of
the Year, and rightfully so.
Canisius (10-11, 4-7
MAAC) is a scrappy bunch and
out of its seven league losses,
only two are by double-digits.
The bottom-tier schools, Marist
(4-19, 3-8 MAAC), Manhattan
(4-18, 2-9) and Niagara (4-19,
1-10) aren’t nightmares, but

Friday, Feb. 4, 2011
they’re no cakewalk by any
means.
The Broncs have the ability to not only run deep in the
MAAC playoffs, but to possibly
win it. Rider’s unique combination of athleticism, three-point
shooting and, most crucially,
veteran experience, make them
serious contenders for a conference championship and a berth
in the Big Dance. Though others may have different plans.

SPRING 2011 GREEN FILM SERIES
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W. Bball

Continued from p. 11
This will only benefit us in
the future as we continue to
improve.”
The Broncs look to rebound
from last weekend’s losses when
they travel to Loyola (MD) (1110, 8-2 MAAC) tonight at 7
p.m.

Tuesday, February 18, 2011
WALL-E
Tuesday, March 8, 2011
TAPPED
Tuesday, April 12, 2011
COAL COUNTRY
All films will be shown in
Sweigart Hall, Room 115 at 6:00pm
with brief discussions to follow.

Questions?
Melissa Greenberg,
Sustainability Coordination Manager
at megreenberg@rider.edu or
Amanda Pinto, Graduate Assistant for Sustainability
at pintoa@rider.edu,
or call 609-896-5000 ext. 7559
Sponsored by the
Energy & Sustainability Steering Committee
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Broncs lose to top MAAC teams
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

By Jenni Chiarello
The Broncs dropped two
more conference games last
weekend, losing 64-51 to
Fairfield before ending up on
the wrong end of a lopsided
70-41 game against Marist.
With the loss to the perennial favorite in the MAAC,
Marist, came a season sweep for
the Red Foxes, as they defeated
Rider 81-65 in Poughkeepsie
on Jan. 2.
On Friday, when the
Broncs (2-19, 2-8 MAAC) took
on Marist (19-2, 10-0 MAAC)
in the comforts of Alumni
Gym, the first half of the game
seemed to be going the Foxes’
way as they jumped out to a
19-10 lead.
However, after a 7-0 Rider
rally led by sophomore Caitlin
Bopp, the Broncs got to within
two at 19-17 with a little more
than four minutes remaining
in the half. The glory was short
lived for the Broncs though as
Marist countered with an 8-0
spurt of its own and ended the
half with a 29-18 lead. Marist
continued to dominate the second half, as Rider never got
closer than five. Two 9-0 runs
for the Red Foxes sealed the
win.
Leading scorers for the
Broncs included sophomore

with three points from junior
Ali Heller, but was done one
better by a 13-5 Fairfield run.
At the end of the half, the Stags
were up 29-17.
For the Broncs, the second
half seemed to be the light at
the end of the tunnel. They
cut the lead down to 10 with
four points from sophomore
Shereen Lightbourne and a
three-pointer from Heller.
That was as close as the
Broncs would come, however,
and with a 38-28 point lead,
Fairfield never looked back and
closed out the game beating
Rider by 13.
In spite of the loss, Rider
stood strong offensively.
Freshman MyNeshia Mckenzie
collected 16 points while
Lightbourne and junior Sarah
Peter G. Borg/Rider University Homan each scored 11. The
Freshman MyNeshia McKenzie led the Broncs with 16 points Broncs managed all of this
without two important playand seven rebounds in their 64-51 defeat at Fairfield on Sunday.
ers — freshman Dior Brown
Alyssa Parsons with nine and in free throws, steals and turn- and Bopp. Brown is out for the
overs. Marist shot 81.3 percent season following shoulder surBopp with eight.
“We obviously struggled from the line with Rider only gery and Bopp didn’t play after
offensively against Marist,” said at 42.1 percent. Marist had 15 becoming ill before the game.
head coach Lynn Milligan. “We steals to Rider’s four, but Rider
“At Fairfield we executed
were tentative and therefore had 19 more turnovers.
our offense much better and
Despite the first basket of didn’t turn it over so that was a
turned the ball over way too
the game going to the Broncs good step from Friday’s game,”
much.”
At the end of the game, the against Fairfield (14-6, 7-3 Milligan said. “Our young kids
disparity in field goal percent- MAAC) on Sunday, the Stags have an opportunity to play a
ages was just over 5 percent quickly jumped out to a 12-3 lot of minutes and learn immewith Marist at 44.3 percent and advantage with a 12-1 run. diately from their mistakes.
Rider at 38.9 percent. The real Rider attempted a comeback
See W. Bball, p. 10
difference of the game came and outscored Fairfield 5-0,

Jordan Hall

MAAC
forecast
BodyFor
copythe men’s basketball team, it has been six
years since the program has
been without one of the
Thompson brothers gracing
the hardwood. In its first
attempt, the Broncs are right
in the thick of the conference race heading down the
stretch.
This season, like many
others, the MAAC resembles a heavyweight-boxing
match. As a team, you’re
going to take your punches and receive some bruises, but the squad with the
endurance and bounce-back
mentality after a shivering
blow or struggling round
will ultimately survive.
“It looks like there’s six
or maybe even seven teams

See MAAC, p. 10
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Road Warriors

Broncs win tight one against Iona
before falling to Saint Peter’s, 80-60
MEN’S BASKETBALL

By David Pavlak
Stepping away from your
home court can be tough for
some teams. However, the
men’s basketball team is managing itself well away from
Alumni Gym. Going 10-4
after this past week, the Broncs
(15-8, 7-4 MAAC) squared off
against the Iona Gaels (13-9,
7-4 MAAC), squeaking by with
a 61-59 win, followed by a
tough loss to the Saint Peter’s
Peacocks (13-9, 8-3 MAAC),
80-60.
The Broncs had to endure
a long week away from the
comforts of home, coming out
fairly successfully, going 2-1 in
a three-game stretch. Going on
the road can be a challenge for
most teams’, but head coach
Tommy Dempsey is confident
in his team’s ability every time
they step on the court, no matter where it may be.
“The guys have experience and have won on the road
before,” said Dempsey. “A lot
of the time young teams have a
hard time winning on the road,
but we have the experience and
the confidence to win on the
road. You really just have to

take it one game at a time. If
you get caught looking at it as
the next three games, that can
be a little bit intimidating.”
The Broncs looked ahead
and focused all their attention
on Iona, an opponent Rider
faced earlier this year, walking away with a 100-96 OT
loss back at home. With all of
its scoring capabilities, Rider
cracked down on defense.
Senior
guard
Justin
Robinson managed one point
in the first half for the Broncs
but rebounded in the second
half with 18 points, aiding
Rider in its quest for a victory
against the Gaels.
The game would not end
without the typical last-second
anxiety, however. Rider sank
two free throws, putting them
up 61-58. Iona was fouled
immediately on the inbound
and made the first free throw.
After purposely missing the second free throw, Iona snared the
rebound and just missed the
game-winning buzzer-beater as
time ran out.
Having a couple days off
before boarding the bus to Saint
Peters may have been too much
for the Broncs.
Although they lost, 80-60,
the game was much closer than

the final score indicated. Coach
Dempsey concluded that tired
legs may have been one of the
reasons Rider was not able to
pull off the clean sweep of away
games this past week.
Another factor that haunted
the Broncs was the 20 turnovers
they committed. The Peacocks
also outscored the Broncs in
the paint 38-20, and in second
chance points, 13-4. Robinson
accumulated 16 points, while
junior forward Brandon Penn
and freshman forward Danny
Stewart each added 11 of their
own.
As the week concluded,
Rider found out that it would
be playing Delaware (11-10,
6-5 CAA) as its BracketBuster
opponent this year. Against
teams in the Colonial Athletic
Assosciation this year, Rider has
fallen twice, once to Drexel
(15-7, 7-5 CAA) and once to
Hofstra (14-9, 8-4 CAA).
“It will be good for our
guys to try to get another win
from this division,” Dempsey
said when asked about his feelings about playing Delaware.
The Broncs will face off
against Loyola (MD) (11-10,
7-4 MAAC) tonight at 7 p.m.
Alumni Gym will be filled with
electricity as Rider will try to

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Senior Justin Robinson scored 19 points to lead Rider in a victory over Iona. Two days later the Broncs fell to Saint Peter’s.
walk away with a victory. On
Sunday, Rider will travel to
Fairfield to match up with the
league-leading Stags at 3:30
p.m. (17-4, 10-1 MAAC).

To read how the track and
field team performed at
the Terrier Invitational, visit
www.theridernews.com

Wrestling splits weekend trip in New York
WRESTLING

By Kim Leder

Peter G. Borg/Rider University

Junior Aaron Nestor captured two victories in the
141-pound weight division over the weekend.

It was a bittersweet weekend for Rider’s wrestling team when it clinched a win over Franklin and
Marshall prior to losing to Columbia, a match head
coach Gary Taylor thought his team let slip away.
“We would have liked to have won both of them,”
Taylor said. “That’s what we went there to try do. I
thought the Columbia match was within our grasps
but we let it get away.”
For their match against Franklin and Marshall, the
Broncs won four of the contested matches and added
three forfeited wins.
Junior Aaron Nestor, in the 141-pound weight
class, won 13-0, while freshman Ramon Santiago, the
157-pound representative, had an 18-2 tech fall at just
4:59.
“Both of them are starting to get more consistency
right now and that’s helping their performance,” said
Taylor. “Ramon is starting to understand the process
of getting more stingy with points and Aaron is in his
third year and this is probably the most consistent year
he’s put together. I was pleased with both of them.”
At the same time, sophomore Jim Resnick registered a 15-0 tech fall win in 2:49 in the 165 weight
class. Another freshman, James Brundage won a 12-3
decision at 184-pounds.
The team seemed to be on fire, but it cooled down
against Columbia.

Against the Lions, each team won five bouts with
the 133-pound junior, Jimmy Kirchner, winning 5-4,
while Nestor picked up his second win of the day with
a 6-0 decision while wrestling at the 141-pound division.
“It’s always frustrating when you’re that close and
you have the opportunity to win it, and you don’t,” said
Taylor. “To their credit, their kids did a good job and
they got the bonus points.”
Santiago also posted his second win at the
157-pound weight class with a 3-2 decision. Sophomore
Zac Cibula weighed in at 149, and won 2-0, giving
Rider a 12-3 lead. It wasn’t until after the 174-pound
representative, Rob Morrison, won 6-5 for the Broncs.
This gave Rider a stronger lead at 15-6 that the Lions
crept back to win the last three bouts.
“It was a rough one, in short,” said Morrison.
“This season has been a rodeo for us and this past
weekend we got bucked off again. We just need to get
back on the horse and find a way to finish this next
month and a half on top.”
The Broncs travel to Clarion for a noon faceoff on
Sunday.
“Clarion and Rider are similar teams and we’ve had
close rematches the last few years,” said Taylor. “This
particular year, we’ve had to make some adjustments
with certain weight classes not being here so we’ve got
a couple kids wrestling out of their weight class. This is
not going to be as great a year as we’ve had in the past
so we’re working hard to solve that problem going into
next year.”

