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The women’s basketbll team 
defeated its Big Ten opponent 
on Nov. 10. 
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FANCY FOOTWORK

Rider Dance Ensemble’s showcase 
impresses audiences.
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Rider professor responds to President 
Dell’Omo’s email and defends student 
journalism. 
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Dean’s denial ignites debate about his reputation
By Stephen Neukam and Lauren Minore

WESTMINSTER Choir College (WCC) Dean Marshall Onofrio, in a Nov. 
6 statement, emphatically denied denigrating the college’s alumni 
and suggested that student impressions to the contrary tarnished 
his reputation. However, a number of  students interviewed by The 

Rider News stated that Onofrio specifically called alumni “xenophobic” in their 
opposition to the failed sale of  the school to a Chinese company.

Students also claimed that he misrepresented or negatively portrayed the 
Westminster Foundation, which has two pending lawsuits against Rider to 
oppose the sale or consolidation of  the choir college.

Onofrio’s statement, published on the university’s public digital and social 
media sites in response to a Nov. 6 Rider News article, generated dozens of  
comments from students, parents and alumni on WCC’s public Facebook 
page — many in praise of  the dean, but others highly critical of  his leadership 
and his decision to air the issue in such a public forum, generating negative 
attention for WCC and Rider. 

This account of  Onofrio’s history with students, faculty and alumni is based 
on 12 interviews with WCC students, alumni and current and former faculty 
with first-hand knowledge of  his interactions with students and colleagues 
and were willing to speak to reporters without anonymity. It also relies on a 
statement signed by 13 WCC students.

In a closed-door meeting with WCC students in Princeton last semester, 
Onofrio referred to those who opposed the sale as “xenophobic,” according to 
a number of  the school’s students. 

Junior voice performance major Sarah Engel recalled distinctly that the 
dean used the term “xenophobic” and said that Onofrio encouraged students 
not to listen to alumni and to focus on their studies. 

“Dean Onofrio has advised us repeatedly to ignore the alumni in any 
situation and to keep going on with our business and not listen to what they 
have to say or their input,” Engel said.

A number of  students also reported that the private meeting with students 
at WCC was not the only time Onofrio had made that claim. On Nov. 8, a 
group of  13 WCC students issued a signed statement that they personally 
heard Onofrio call alumni Facebook groups “xenophobic.”

Onofrio justified his use of  this term, saying that there were numerous cases 
of  individuals who disparaged China in the midst of  the proposed sale.

“Particularly during the Kaiwen transaction, there were repeated public 
examples of  statements and actions that denigrated China, Chinese people, 
and most disturbingly, Chinese students,” Onofrio said via email Nov. 12 in 
response to questions from The Rider News. “I include in my role as dean the 
responsibility to call out behaviors that are inconsistent with Rider values or 
my own personal integrity. I can only imagine how the Chinese and Chinese-
American students at WCC and/or the entire Rider student population felt 
when certain individuals described all Chinese students as spies on social 
media.”

Onofrio declined to comment further when asked if  he could provide 
specific examples of  those statements and actions he said he observed, and 
how those differed from critiques of  the Chinese government and the lack of  
free speech and academic freedom in China. 

Senior music education major Michael Martin said he agreed with 
Onofrio’s assessment that some opposed to the sale were xenophobic.

“I don’t think that [Onofrio] was necessarily wrong to condemn people for 
being xenophobic,” said Martin. “I don’t really think that that was necessarily 
the wrong thing to do.”

However, the statement signed by 13 WCC students said Onofrio had an 
“often hostile way of  speaking about alumni groups and the several lawsuits 
against Rider University.”

 Onofrio stated on Nov. 6, “I hope that all members of  the greater 
Westminster community with whom I have interacted over the past 13 years 
would attest to the respect I have continually shown to all constituents.” But 
beyond Onofrio’s comments about those opposed to the sale, both before 
and after Onofrio was appointed dean, a number of  faculty and students 
complained about Onofrio’s demeanor.

Professor of  Music Theory and Composition and Rider’s chapter of  the 
American Association of  University Professors (AAUP) Assistant Grievance 
Officer Joel Phillips told The Rider News that in a private meeting with 
Provost DonnaJean Fredeen in 2015, he reported four complaints he had 

received about Onofrio.
Phillips said for years he served as the Westminster campus grievance 

liaison for the AAUP, and more recently, the associate grievance officer, and 
added that the complaints he brought to Fredeen all came to him in this 
“official” capacity. 

The first complaint Phillips said he reported to Fredeen was an occasion in 
which Onofrio is said to have yelled at a faculty member when she refused to 
change the agreed-upon workload schedule. 

The second complaint Phillips said he reported in the same meeting was 
an incident that involved a dispute between a different faculty member and 
Onofrio.

“The issue was an important matter of  principle for her, even though it was 
relatively minor. I was appalled by the verbally abusive way he treated her and 
told him so at the time,” Phillips said in an interview. “During the discussion, 
[Onofrio] countered each argument we made, changing the rationale for 
his refusal each time until finally, he blamed the problem on [the faculty 
member.]”

After the meeting, one complainant confided in Phillips that she found 
Onofrio’s behavior both “intimidating” and “threatening,” according to 
Phillips.

Phillips said the faculty member ultimately dropped her complaint and took 
a job elsewhere.

Phillips said he also discussed two other complaints with Fredeen that were 
“similar in substance and outcome.” 

“In each of  these cases, following actions the complainant had perceived 
as abusive or threatening, I told the person of  their right to file a complaint 
under the University’s anti-harassment policy,” he said. “Each person declined 
for the same reason: fear of  retribution. Their reluctance to file an anti-
harassment complaint meant the behavior might continue unchecked, which is 
why I spoke with [Fredeen] in the first place.”

Phillips declined to identify the four complainants to The Rider News 
without their permission. 

Onofrio, however, said, “This is the first I am hearing of  these allegations. 
I do not believe I ever have been verbally abusive to any member of  the Rider 
community. The workload process is prescribed in the Collective Bargaining 
Agreement, and we follow that process. Until and unless specific details are 
provided, I cannot comment further.”

Onofrio declined to answer a specific follow-up question from The Rider 
News asking if  the provost contacted him about the 2015 complaints.

Phillips said he never received any follow-up after his meeting with Fredeen. 
“However, following the departure of  Dean [Matthew] Shaftel, Fredeen 

promoted Onofrio to dean of  [Westminster College of  the Arts.] Since that 
time, I have dealt with further reports of  intimidation of  faculty members by 
the dean,” Phillips said. “As with the previous examples, the complainants 
were informed of  their rights, but would not file an anti-harassment complaint 
for fear of  retribution.” 

Fredeen declined to comment on the protocol following allegations of  this 
nature or any action taken following Phillips’ reports, but also did not deny 
the existence or substance of  these complaints about Onofrio. She maintained 
that Onofrio conducts himself  with professionalism. 

“While we do not comment on personnel discussions, I have many years 
of  experience working with Dean Onofrio and always have found that he 
comports himself  with the highest level of  professionalism and integrity,” 
Fredeen said. “President [Gregory] Dell’Omo, Dean Onofrio, and I have 
embraced an open and transparent communication process as we move 
forward in the transition of  WCC to the Lawrenceville campus.  It is 
unfortunate that a small group of  individuals feel the need to attack those 
communications.”

More recently, in a July 2019 incident, which was also reported to and 
confirmed by Phillips, Cataloging Librarian of  Talbott Library and Assistant 
Professor I-Librarian Joshua Henry said he felt “uncomfortable” after a heated 
discussion with Onofrio, and subsequently had a conversation with a member 
of  the university’s Human Resources Department about the incident. 

Henry said he attended two meetings on the Princeton and Lawrenceville 
campuses on July 1, the day that the cancellation of  the sale to Kaiwen 
Education and the consolidation plan were both announced. 
During the first meeting on the Princeton campus, Henry said 
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that after a number of  specific 
questions were asked about how the 
consolidation will happen in a year, he 
became upset when he noticed Onofrio’s 
“comical” tone in response to some of  
the community member’s questions. 

“All of  [Onofrio’s] answers started 
with a joke,” Henry said. “[It seemed 
that it] wasn’t serious to him… that 
upset a lot of  us.”

Henry said he next attended the 
Lawrenceville meeting in order to have a 
conversation with Onofrio detailing his 
concerns. 

“I wanted the time to talk to 
[Onofrio] after that meeting to tell him 
that a lot of  us did not appreciate his 
tone,” Henry said. 

Henry said when he approached 
Onofrio, he told him that he understood 
that he was trying to “break the tone” of  
the serious conversation, but also said he 
and his colleagues did not appreciate his 
comical remarks. 

Henry said Onofrio replied with a 
more serious answer about the working 
groups designated to aid in the transition 
to the Lawrenceville campus, until the 
conversation became more heated as 
they began “speaking over each other.” 

“He squared his shoulders and stood 
about 2 inches from my face,” Henry 
said. 

In an interview with The Rider 
News, Henry paraphrased what he said 
Onofrio told him: “I didn’t understand 
the type of  pressure [Onofrio] was 
under, he had been working for the past 
two years, 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week to save my job and everyone else’s 
job and he had been attacked and his 
family had been attacked.”

Henry said he was trying to give 
Onofrio “somewhat the benefit of  the 
doubt,” given that it was toward the end 

of  a long day of  meetings, but even if  
that was the case, he felt uncomfortable 
with the incident. 

  Henry said he did not file a 
formal complaint but made the Human 
Resources Office aware of  the situation.

 Onofrio declined to reply when 
asked by The Rider News if  he had been 
contacted by Human Resources. 

 Students also said that at 
a “Pizza with the Dean” meeting 
this semester, Onofrio claimed that 
the Westminster Foundation had 
never reached out to the university. 
In a subsequent follow up with the 
foundation, these students said they were 
shown emails to the school as evidence 
that refuted Onofrio’s claim.

 In one letter that the 
Westminster Foundation provided to 
The Rider News, from June 17, 2019, 
it requested that the university end 
the sale and work with the foundation 
to “develop a relationship that would 
benefit both institutions,” after 
threatening to “fully and firmly litigate” 
if  the transaction was not ended.

 Junior voice performance major 
Gabriel Woods said he believes that the 
dean “lied to his face,” and said Onofrio 
was “abrasive” at times during the 
meeting.

Onofrio told The Rider News he 
remembered saying that he was not 
familiar with any communication 
from the Westminster Foundation 
that contained specific proposals of  
collaboration.

“I recall that I said I was not 
personally aware of  any direct contact 
from the Foundation involving a 
concrete offer. I am aware that on 
a small number of  occasions the 
Foundation has reached out to threaten 
litigation unless we do as they demand,” 
Onofrio said.  

Thomas Faracco, former associate 
professor of  voice, current president of  
WCC alumni council and 1971 alumnus 
of  WCC, however, said his relationship 
with Onofrio was very friendly and 
that they shared a “good working 
relationship.” 

Nonetheless, Faracco detailed an 
experience with Onofrio that he said 
“very much surprised” him, which 
occurred during an October 2017 
public forum, or “teach-in,” as Phillips 
described it.

According to Faracco, reporters from 
local newspapers including the Trenton 
Times and the Princeton Packet were 
invited to attend the event. 

“During the actual forum… as I was 
speaking to a student, I looked over at 
the doorway and there was a reporter 
from the Princeton Packet… and he 
was waving at me and I just continued 
[talking] and then I noticed he wasn’t 
there anymore,” he said. 

Faracco said he began receiving 
phone messages from that reporter, 
saying that he was in Onofrio’s office 
being interrogated, but he could not 
physically leave the room because of  
how many people were there. 

“Afterwards I spoke with him and 
he said he had never experienced 
something like that in his [career] as a 
reporter,” he said. “I actually wrote an 
email to Marshall [Onofrio] because I 
was so upset that that happened.” 

Faracco’s email, obtained by The 
Rider News, urged Onofrio to provide 
information on the campus policy he 
claimed was the reason he could not let 
the reporter into the event. 

“As a faculty member of  Westminster 
and Rider, I always strive to have a 
balanced approach when confronted 
with issues. ‘Always consider you might 
be wrong’ is a quote that guides my 

thinking,” Faracco said in his email to 
Onofrio. “After yesterday, I don’t think 
I can continue in that mode… I think 
the actions that were taken yesterday are 
despicable, and if  this is a foretaste of  
how the administration will work under 
the new buyer, I will continue to do 
everything in my power to make sure the 
real stakeholders in this institution are 
aware of  what’s going on.”

When reached by The Rider News, 
the reporter, who is no longer with the 
Princeton Packet, declined to comment.

Just as public comments posted on 
Westminster Choir College’s Facebook 
site both praise and criticize Onofrio, 
some current students are similarly torn 
between conflicting perceptions of  their 
dean.

Engel said she liked Onofrio 
personally, citing how “funny” he is and 
that she personally found his demeanor 
“very polite and very cordial.” However, 
in his professional capacities, Engel 
expressed that many students and faculty 
distrust him.

 “I think his reputation with the 
student body was tarnished well before 
[The Rider News] story was released,” 
said Engel. “I think he is realizing two 
years too late.”

The statement signed by 13 WCC 
students concluded: “students feel they 
cannot trust their administration, have 
heard the Rider Administration tell 
lies to students about third parties, and 
students feel they’ve been intimidated 
from speaking out to reporters and 
alumni groups.”

Additional reporting by Tatyanna Carmen. 
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Colleagues, 

On Thursday, President Dell’Omo sent an email to the whole community 
in which he used the power of his office to attempt to intimidate the 
students at the Rider News. To publicly broadcast, in condescending 
tones, an attack on the journalistic integrity and professionalism of these 
hard- working student journalists is sad and disheartening for our entire 
Rider community. We condemn these public attacks on our hard-working 
students and we support their coverage of this important story. 

In this email, President Dell’Omo also chose to attack the AAUP 
for allegedly amplifying on social media what he characterized as an 
unsubstantiated claim. Contrary to the president’s suggestion, the AAUP 
has made no official statement regarding the Rider News story or the 
student’s quotation regarding dean Onofrio’s comments. A link to the story 
was posted on the social media pages of the AAUP just as all stories from 
the Rider News regarding Westminster are linked on our social media 
pages. Other persons who may have posted in response to the story or 
made comments represent themselves and not the AAUP. The AAUP does, 
however, support the freedom of all members of the faculty, the student 
body, and members of the broad Rider community to express their views 
on this and all other matters of public concern. By invoking community 
standards, the president has once again acted in a manner that is intended 
to intimidate and threaten those who express views contrary to his own. 

Dear Rider Community,

On Wednesday, Nov. 6, The Rider News published an article that included 
a quote from a student that attributed denigrating comments to Dr. Marshall 
Onofrio, dean of the Westminster College of the Arts. 

The student reporter did not seek comment from Dean Onofrio to verify the 
student’s characterization of his words. Following publication, Dean Onofrio issued 
a statement denying this characterization. 

The student reporter has acknowledged that the failure to follow-up with Dean 
Onofrio was a lapse in judgment. Although The Rider News subsequently added 
Dean Onofrio’s denial to the online version of the article, this unfortunate error 
has damaged the reputation of an individual who continues to serve as one of the 
strongest advocates for the preservation of Westminster Choir College.

As a student newspaper, The Rider News provides opportunities for students to 
learn the important craft and function of journalism. Because the newspaper is run 
by students and not professionals, we understand that situations will arise in which 
they fail to follow basic journalism protocol, such as substantiating claims prior to 
publication. 

While we recognize this underlying fact, we were troubled that some prominent 
individuals, including some representing the AAUP and the Westminster 
Foundation, chose to amplify this unsubstantiated claim on social media without 
any opportunity for Dean Onofrio to provide clarification, further damaging his 
reputation. We want to commend those who exercised restraint and didn’t rush to 
judge Dean Onofrio. That kind of thoughtful, reflective behavior is encouraged in 
our campus culture and especially welcome in today’s media environment, where 
pernicious misinformation can instantaneously destroy an individual’s reputation. 
To that point, it’s important we continue to assume the best intentions of the 
students associated with this article. As Rider’s Statement of Community Values 
says, the “integrity of word and deed forms the foundation of all relationships.”

We feel it is important to speak up in support of any individual in our 
community who finds him or herself caught in such an unfortunate situation. 
Anyone who has worked with Dean Onofrio knows that he is a person of integrity 
who always comports himself in the most professional manner possible. We stand 
with him, as well as with the students associated with this article, in support. 

Statement from the president and the provost Statement from Rider’s chapter of the AAUP

A front-page article in the Nov. 6 issue of  The Rider News, “Meet the students behind the new 
WCC lawsuit,” included a quote describing one Westminster Choir College student’s impression 
of  Dean Marshall Onofrio’s characterization of  alumni. In an unintentional reporting omission, 
The Rider News failed to give Onofrio a chance to respond prior to the print publication. The 
Rider News regrets this error. When Onofrio issued a written response to the university community, 
The Rider News quickly updated the article online. The updated article can be found here: http://
www.theridernews.com/meet-the-students-behind-the-new-wcc-lawsuit/ 
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By Tatyanna Carman

RIDER’S chapter of  Chi Sigma Iota (CSI), the graduate counseling academic and 
professional honor society, created new workshops and activities for the Rider 
community through a new campaign called “Instilling Hope and Positivity: 
One Kind Message After Another.”

The President of  CSI and graduate student Sravya Gummaluri explained how 
she came up with the campaign. 

“I was actually at a Starbucks, waiting in line for my coffee the week before 
classes started and I saw that customers were encouraged to leave kind notes for the 
workers there. It occurred to me that perhaps our hardworking students and faculty 
could benefit from kind and positive reminders as well,” she said. 

This inspired her to incorporate the idea within the Rider community by 
encouraging students and faculty to write positive affirmations on a Post-it and put 
them on bulletin boards. 

“The beginning of  a new school year can be difficult and overwhelming at times 
as everyone is getting used to their new classes and schedules. I believed that a little 
positive reminder could make a difference during that time of  stress,” she said. “I 
know for myself  that even a small reminder from someone such as ‘You can do 
this’ or ‘Don’t give up’ can make the biggest difference in the world and can really 
motivate me to keep pushing forward no matter what struggles I am facing.”

The other part of  the activity was to pin inspirational quotes, that had meaning 
for the officers of  CSI in an envelope, on a bulletin board to brighten people’s day. 

Gummaluri said the honor society’s goal is to “promote excellence in counseling” 
within an academic setting and the counseling field. 

“The main purpose of  the honor society is to recognize the hard work and 
accomplishments of  our students in the graduate counseling programs,” said 
Faculty Advisor of  CSI Juleen Buser. “The honor society is also a way to foster 
community among our students and provide a range of  opportunities, such as 
service projects and professional development events, in which students can be 
involved.” 

The chapter also hosts numerous other events, such as the CSI initiation 
ceremony, which welcomed two alumni guest speakers in April, professional 
development events, social events and donation drives like the Holiday Coat 
Drive. This donation drive was created to donate coats to a local organization 
Mercer Street Friends, which benefits underserved families in Trenton, New Jersey, 
according to Gummaluri. 

“I am so grateful to be a leader of  CSI because being engaged as a leader has 
empowered me by helping me have a voice to use to create positive change and 
have a positive effect on our counseling services program and local community,” she 
said. “I have had students that are now involved in the program who came up to 
me to tell me that hearing about my experience as a counseling student in graduate 
information sessions and open houses was inspiring and that was one of  the factors 
that contributed to them choosing Rider for their education.” 

Buser explained what the members of  the honor society and her Co-Advisor 
Terry Pertuit have planned for the future. 

“Right now the current honor society officers are working on some great events 

for the upcoming year,” she said. “For example, they are planning a self-care event 
around the end of  the semester to assist with the stress of  final exams. Terry and I 
are also working with the honor society officers to collaborate with a local mental 
health organization, Jewish Family and Children’s Service of  Southern NJ, to bring 
in a workshop on suicide prevention and awareness.” 

She also discussed how working within the honor society has impacted her 
personally. 

Buser said, “It has been very rewarding to work with the student officers of  the 
honor society. I co-advise this honor society with another faculty member, Dr. Terry 
Pertuit, and it is a terrific experience to work with these motivated and dedicated 
student leaders.”
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Rider’s chapter of the counseling academic and professional honor society reminds students of self-worth and 
care.

Rider Counseling Honor Society creates workshops and activities for Rider community

Former Essence magazine Editor-in-Chief Susan L. Taylor encourages Rider students 
By Nicoletta Feldman and Lauren Minore

AUDIENCE members gasped in awe the moment Susan L. Taylor, former editor-
in-chief  of  Essence magazine, walked onto the stage in the Cavalla Room for a 
moderated discussion on Nov. 7. 

Taylor was the featured speaker of  Pioneering Voices in the Media, a 
collaboration between The Center of  Business Media and Tapestry. 

The event began with the members of  the Jubilee Singers of  Westminster Choir 
College singing “Brave” by Sara Bareilles. While they performed, a slideshow 
highlighting Essence magazine played in the background.

After the song concluded, a video was played for the audience. The video, 
made by junior journalism major Qur’an Hansford, provided the audience with 
background information about Taylor, her career and Essence magazine. It 
also mentioned the National Cares Mentoring Movement, which, according to 
Hansford’s video, is “an initiative dedicated to healing the effects of  centuries of  
structural disparities.” 

The video acted as a segway into a moderated discussion between Taylor and 
sophomore film major Danielle Jackson. Part of  that discussion was spent talking 
about the National Cares Mentoring Movement, of  which Taylor is both the 
founder and CEO.

Taylor noted that the foundation grew out of  Hurricane Katrina and the 
damage that the storm did to New Orleans, Louisiana, the home of  the “Essence 
festival.” After not being able to host the festival in New Orleans the following year 
due to lingering damage, Taylor realized a need “to have a bigger party with a 
deeper purpose.” Thus, the National Cares Mentoring Movement was born.

According to Taylor, the movement is present in 58 cities nationwide, including 
in Newark, New Jersey. The goal is for mentors to “be guides, be tutors, be 
graduation buddies, be role models and help to move them through.” National 
Cares Mentoring Movement operates with the purpose of  mentoring and educating 
students so that “middle-class people, aren’t looking down on poorly-spoken 
children who don’t have what you had growing up.” 

There are also programs for parents, as well as in-school programs.
Aside from the National Cares Mentoring Movement, Taylor spoke on a myriad 

of  other topics — including her journey with Essence, her education, and being 
black in corporate America — but there was a common theme that transcended all 
other discussion.

That theme, perhaps, can best be summarized as self-awareness and 
self-empowerment. 

In her video, Hansford described Taylor’s mission as “to encourage to get in 

touch with the beauty within themselves.” Through her video, Hansford also 
informed the audience that Taylor has written inspirational books as well.

Such inspiration was ever-present in the Cavalla Room. 
“What we want to teach our young people is how to be their authentic selves,” 

Taylor said, emphasizing the importance of  individuals staying true to who they 
are. “That’s what should be taught. The most important thing, and I think with 
everybody who is in his or her right mind responds to is authenticity. So, all of  us 
have to be confident enough to bring our authentic self  to the game — whatever 
that is.”

Part of  being one’s authentic self, as stressed by Taylor, is being aware of  oneself  
and one’s surroundings.

“I think, first of  all, you have to know when it’s time to leave, you have to know 
when it’s time to transition, you have to know that you can’t know everything,” 
Taylor said. “You can’t know everything. Know what you need to know, know what 
you want to know and go more deeply into that.”

Because it is impossible to know everything, Taylor advised the audience to fill 
their lives with people who can bridge the gaps between the areas in which they 
may not be as informed.

“Surround yourself  with a multiplicity of  people who are smart and caring and 
loving. That’s what I do.”

Editor’s Note: News Editor Tatyanna Carman, Business/Advertising Manager Danielle 
Jackson and Opinion Editorial Editor Qur’an Hansford are members of  Tapestry and were not 
involved in the editing of  this article. 

Susan L. Taylor spoke on her experience at Essence magazine, including advice to students who 
struggle with self-expression in corporate America. 
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By Jason Mount

DURING Veteran’s Week at Rider, heroes are honored in a multitude of  ways, one 
of  which being a screening of  the film “Heroes are Never Forgotten: A Peter 
Tomich Story.”

The Office of  Veterans and Military Affairs hosted a screening of  the 
film in order to celebrate two particular unknown heroes, Rear Admiral J. Robert 
Lunney and Peter Tomich.

Susan Hammond, Marketing Manager for the College of  Continuing Studies, 
explained the importance of  telling Tomich’s story.

“Peter Tomich, Chief  Water Tender of  the USS Utah stationed in Pearl Harbor, 
sacrificed his life for the safety of  his shipmates,” Hammond said. “He was awarded 
the Medal of  Honor posthumously for his heroic act. However, for nearly 64 years, 
his Medal of  Honor circulated around the country and was not properly awarded 
to his family. Rear Adm. Lunney spent nearly a decade searching for Tomich’s 
descendants and proving his case to rightfully issue them his medal.”

Senior digital marketing major Rose Eddy admired Rear Adm. Lunney’s 
dedication to returning the medal to Tomich’s family.

“When watching this film, the viewer realizes that Rear Adm. Lunney has no 
relation whatsoever to Peter Tomich,” Eddy said. “He spent many years and a lot 

of  his own money to pursue an act of  kindness that he had no personal 

gain from. The Medal of  Honor is the highest award someone can receive in our 
military and Rear Adm. Lunney’s dedication to returning it to its proper home was 
truly an inspiring act to witness.”

Through the perseverance of  Rear Adm. Lunney, Tomich’s family was eventually 
able to receive the Medal of  Honor awarded decades ago.

In honor of  the film and the message it was hoping to convey, Rear Adm. 
Lunney attended the screening as well as the film’s director, Ištvan Filaković, and 
the film’s writers, Nenad Bach and Vladimir Brnardić, from Croatia.

Coordinator of  Veterans and Military Affairs Thomas Reddington found their 
attendance to be impactful for the viewers.

“They can get the background and flesh out the whole story,” 

Reddington said. “I mean, you’ve got the people that actually lived through the 
events in the film and the people who then recorded those events and then made it 
into a documentary.”

Reddington, as well as the rest of  the Office of  Veterans and Military Affairs, 
hoped that students continue to respect and revere all of  the heroes, known or 
otherwise, that honor the country with their deeds.

Hammond hoped that the screening of  the film would inspire students to find 
the unsung heroes in their own lives, as well as learn to appreciate the people who 
defend the country day after day.

“Our hope is that students walk away with the deepest appreciation and 
gratitude for the brave men and women who dedicate their lives in service and 
sacrifice for our country,” Hammond said.

Honoring heroes both fallen and standing

Community members gathered to watch the heroic story of Rear Admiral J. Robert Lunney and Peter 
Tomich in “Heroes are Never Forgotten: A Peter Tomich Story.”
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Raising the “barre” with Rider Dance Ensemble
By Jason Mount

PARENTS and peers filed into the Bart Luedeke 
Center theater and were greeted by a QR code 
for the event’s program and a slideshow of  
backstage shenanigans projected on the elevated 

screen.
Immediately, the feeling of  love and camaraderie 

was apparent during the Rider Dance Ensemble 
(RDE) fall showcase “Raising the Barre.” The 
showcase featured over 90 dancers in a variety of  
dance styles, according to RDE President Julia Tubbs.

“This show had a lot of  different styles of  dance. In 
previous years, it’s been mostly contemporary dances 
with a few jazz dances and then one tap dance,” Tubbs 
said. “This year we had an equal number of  jazz and 
contemporary along with three tap dances and within 
those styles there were variations within those styles. 
In the jazz dances, there was up-beat, sexy, musical 
theatre and traditional and within the contemporary 
dances the different styles of  the songs were reflected 
in the movements of  the dance. Even the three taps 
each had their own style.”

Each of  the pieces were choreographed by the 
students involved with RDE, and the emotions 
expressed ranged from fun and energetic to sincere 
and solemn. 

The rehearsal process for the showcase was quick 
and varied from dancer to dancer, explained senior 
dance major Rose Conroy-Voza.

“After the choreographers choose their dancers, 
rehearsals usually begin within the next two weeks,” 
she said. “The rehearsals are usually once a week for 
about an hour for each dance you’re casted in.”

While rehearsals are meant to just teach the 
choreography in the residence hall lounges they find, 
Conroy-Voza believes they are also important to form 
an emotional connection between dancers.

“I have learned now, as a senior and also looking 
back, that this time is one of  the strongest bonding 
experiences,” Conroy-Voza elaborated. “Dance is 
already an activity where people move, breathe, create 
and express together… But now we have a bunch of  
tired college students all crammed into a tiny lounge. It 
makes for all of  those things plus a ton of  inside jokes, 
sleepy giggles and some of  the funniest hours of  the 
week.”

As the dancers rehearsed for the coming showcase, 
they eventually came upon tech week, which is Tubbs’s 
favorite part of  the process.

“Leading up to the showcase most dances rehearse 
apart from each other, so the first time that everyone 
sees all of  the dances is at the run through the week of  
the show. This has always been my favorite part of  the 
process as everyone is so supportive of  each other and 
it’s always so exciting seeing everyone’s dances for the 
first time,” Tubbs said.

As expected, a show with such a massive volume 
ran into problems before it was performed in front of  
an audience.

For Conroy-Voza, her biggest obstacle was 
rehearsing in small spaces such as the residence hall 
lounges, but for Tubbs, it was merely coordinating with 
all of  the people involved in the showcase.

“We are one of  the largest student organizations on 
campus, so the hardest part was probably making sure 
that everyone knew when to be where especially for 
the week of  the show. Many of  our students are also 
involved in other activities on campus so coordinating 

when people were going to be absent or late and 
notifying everyone that their absence was going to 
impact the show,” said Tubbs.

Despite the small rehearsal spaces and large group 
coordination, RDE was able to stun its audience with 
its dancing.

They dazzled the audience with large group 
numbers to Lady Gaga and Beyoncé songs, and 
gripped its attention with slow-tempo, heartfelt pieces. 
The mixture of  up-beat, high energy performances 
with the softer ones were evenly paced, making sure 
audience members were never lulled to sleep by slow 
piece after slow piece or high-strung after multiple 
up-beat songs in a row.

Overall, “Raising the Barre” was a beautiful 
showcase of  students’ talent for dance, and audiences 
left the theater impressed by the creative movement 
displayed on stage.

“Raising the Barre” presented by Rider Dance Ensemble featured 
multiple high-energy numbers, including the medley of Beyoncé  
songs titled “Beyoncé Who?”
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The dancers of Rose Conroy-Voza’s piece, “Sucker,” delivered an up-
beat performance that had the audience cheering and applauding 
with just as much energy as the dancers.

...Rear Adm. Lunney’s dedication to returning it 
to its proper home was truly an inspiring act to 
witness.” 
    Senior digital marketing major Rose Eddy

‘‘
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No laws when you’ve got paws: Pet therapy on campus
By Christian McCarville

Mental health is an essential element to college life and Rider’s Outreach Services 
hold many events to shed light on this. One of  its most popular events, Pet Pause, 
showcases the benefits of  pet therapy.

Every Wednesday from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m., one or two therapy dogs are brought to 
campus outside of  the Vona Center. The dogs are extremely friendly and welcome all 
students to come pet them. While many people naturally love dogs, there are actually a 
large number of  health benefits that accompany their interactions.

“Therapy dogs provide a break in the day for college students to destress and 
receive the positive benefits from animal interaction. Interactions with therapy dogs 
can provide comfort by lifting a student’s spirit, reducing feelings of  disconnection 
and loneliness, decreasing worry or anxiety and increasing sense of  belonging and 
positive emotions,” Outreach Team Coordinator and member of  the Department 
of  Counseling Services Lisa Spatafore explained. “Each student gets what they 
need out of  the experience because they participate in the program for different 
reasons.”

Therapy dogs Cody, Remy and Maya are all a part of  Outreach’s Pet Pause 
team and bring joy to the many students who stop by to visit them. Along 
with these lovable dogs are Rider Counseling Program graduate students 
Tara Lorenzetti and Hayley Francobandiero. They spend much of  their time 
volunteering alongside Spatafore to ensure that the Pet Pause program is a weekly 
success.

“I have been lucky to be part of  Pet Pause since it started last year. I have 
learned that students really benefit from taking a break from the stress and 
demands of  everyday life of  being a college student with our amazing therapy 
dog friends,” said Lorenzetti. “Many students report that it is the best part of  
their week. Sometimes it is hard for students to connect to others with their busy 
lifestyles or social anxieties, so meeting with therapy dogs is a non-threatening 
way for students to feel connection with the dogs, handlers and with other 
students also benefiting from the program.”  

Francobandiero was in agreement and even offered her own thoughts on the 
program. 

“The Pet Pause program has been a highlight of  the week for not only myself  
in assisting the program, but many of  the Rider students as well. It is rewarding 
to see the instant calming and positive connection between the students and the 
dogs outside of  Daly [Dining Hall] each week,” she said.

The dogs have surely assisted many students with their furry friendliness and 
fun personalities. It is nearly impossible to walk past the Vona Center without 
stopping by to pet those lovable pups. 

“The goal is to provide each student who participates some level of  comfort, 
relaxation or positive emotional experience,” said Spatafore.

With the constant success of  Pet Pause, the future of  the program surely seems 
hopeful. 

“We are limited by space, pet volunteers and staff  to monitor the program but I 
would love to see it expand over time to have volunteers come to campus each day to 
offer support to our students,” said Spatafore. 

Students are strongly encouraged to make the most out of  this beneficial program, 
as it was designed in consideration of  their health and well-being. 

By Christian McCarville

A COLD Nov. 8 night was heated up by the Dueling Pianos event, hosted by Student 
Entertainment Center (SEC). Students were invited to the Student Recreation 
Center (SRC) Atrium where two pianos were located.

Beginning at 8 p.m., students were able to take a seat in the SRC Atrium and 
listen to the pianists. 

“Students could write their choice of  song on a piece of  paper and put it in a jar. 
The pianists would then perform it and put their own spin on it,” said junior health 
science major and SEC Live Music Chair Brittany Cook.

“My personal favorite song was Seasons of  Love from Rent.  It’s such a great song 
to sing along to with a crowd that is at once joyous and poignant,” said Associate Dean 
of  Campus Life Nick Barbati. Cook also agreed with this choice, stating that it was her 
favorite from the event as well.

The pianists performed a wide range of  songs for the audience and certainly did 
not shy away from differing genres of  music.  

“The majority of  the songs were from Disney and Broadway, but there were also a 
few iterations of  hip-hop and R&B songs,” said Cook.

This aspect of  crowd participation allowed for many attendees to have a fun and 
engaging experience at the event.

 “The inspiration of  the Dueling Pianos event was to bring students 

together in a fun, stress-free atmosphere to listen to music and sing along with their 
friends,” said Barbati. “The Dueling Pianos experience is always great because the 
students set the playlist through their requests and get to be active participants in the 
show.”

Dueling Pianos was also held two years ago in the Pub. The recent renovations to 
the Pub posed as an obstacle for recreating the event, as there was much less space to 
work with.

“Finding a new space for the event was certainly a difficult part in the event 
planning process. We eventually settled on the SRC Atrium, which was a location we 
had never really utilized before. However, the atrium ended up being a great spot for 
students to sit and enjoy the show,” said Cook.

Free cookies and hot chocolate were also given out to all who attended  — a fitting 
reward for all those who braved the cold walk to the SRC.

“It was a fun Friday night activity to help students fend off  the cold weather and 
enjoy hot chocolate and live music,” said Barbati.

Dueling Pianos has no “treble” drawing a crowd

Food frenzy: Students can enter recipes for huge prizes
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Cody is a prized member of Pet Pause’s therapy dog team. He is a favorite among Rider students and always attracts 
a crowd outside of the Vona Center. 

The pianists took all kinds of requests from the audience. The music ranged from Disney and 
Broadway to hip-hop and R&B.
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By Jordan Griffin

RIDER University students are gearing up for this years Top Chef  event which takes 
place on Nov. 20 in Daly Dining Hall hosted by 107.7 The Bronc.

Students have the opportunity to submit their favorite family recipes for a 
chance to win over $5000 in prizes including a 50” Xfinity HDTV, a VIP Axe-

Throwing Party for 10 at Bury The Hatchet, $150 in Bronc Bucks and their recipe 
featured as the “Special of  the Month” at PJ’s Pancake House or one of  Gretalia 
Hospitality Group’s many hashtag GetForky restaurants.

“Three top qualifiers will get the opportunity to cook their family-favorite, savory 
recipe of  choice alongside a family member in the kitchen stadium located in Daly 
Dining Hall from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.,” read an advertisement from 107.7 The Bronc.

Both students and faculty will vote for their favorite dish, via text, to determine the 
grand prize winner and the runner ups.

“Students should engage in Top Chef  because it’s a great way to support your fellow 
students,” said dance and TV, film and radio major Tiffani Britton. “Plus, you can try 
an exclusive family dish. And don’t forget, you can vote for your favorite out of  the 
three.” 

Everybody who enters this years Top Chef  competition will receive tickets to see “A 
Christmas Carol” at McCarter Theater Center or an iRide Plus and $10 Play As You 
Go passes courtesy of  iPlay America.

“I think that the best prize in the competition is having one’s personal recipe featured 
at PJ’s Pancake House. This is a great oppurtunity for the families in the competition 
and will help them get their names recognized by the public,” said sophomore dance 
and elementary education major Hannah Wade.

The event’s DJ, sophomore TV, film and radio major Danny Allen, said that a broad 
range of  dishes will be made, but only one will probably win by a landslide. 

“Whether the dishes are a hit or miss, the aspect of  working with family is a unique 
experience at a student event,” said Allen.

“Free food...in all honesty, it’s free, good food,” he stated when asked why students 
should come out to support the event.

This year’s event is sponsored by Gourmet Dining, iPlay America, McCarter 
Theater Center, Pepsi, PJ’s Pancake House and Xfinity. This is similar to the heavily 
sponsored 107.7 the Bronc event Scream Screen that took place earlier in the semester.

Like Scream Screen, Top Chef  is very generous to all who attend in terms of  prizes 
and unique campus experiences. 107.7 the Bronc has certainly developed a reputation 
initiating enjoyable events that reward students for their attendance.

This event is surely a recipe for a good time as many prizes are offered alongside the 
opportunity to taste some delicious food.
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Advertisements for the event can be found all around campus. All students are welcome to attend 
the event and taste the family recipes that are being judged. Anyone who comes to the event will 
receive their own prize of either iPlay America passes or tickets for A Christmas Carol at McCarter 
Theater Center.

Chairs were set up in the SRC Atrium for students to watch the show while they enjoyed free cookies 
and hot chocolate. The SRC Atrium is a fairly unused location for SEC events, but the success of 
Dueling Pianos may lead to future events in this area.
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THE concept of  streaming is 
meant to make the leisurely 
activity of  watching television 
even easier. Netflix was created 

to deliver content to consumers 
without commercials and in the 
convenience of  their own homes. 
Soon after Hulu and Amazon Prime 
Video followed suit. 

There are currently over 100 
different streaming services for 
TV shows and movies, including 
ones that deliver original content 
ad-free to services provided by cable 
companies to stream live television.

Although streaming services have 
made it easier to watch shows and 
movies, the amount of  different 
services defeats the point of  them 
existing in the first place.

Perhaps the largest reason for 
my view is a new platform that 
is known as “Disney+.” This 
particular service is used to stream 
all Disney-owned properties, such as 
old television shows from the Disney 
Channel or Marvel movies. The 
thing that stuck out to me, however, 
is that any new content will not be 
released all at once, but an episode 
per week.

This is the first point that 
counteracts the primary purpose of  
streaming platforms. Netflix’s service 
revolutionized the idea of  “binge-
watching” by releasing entire seasons 
of  a show at a time, and this style of  
watching television has become so 
widely accepted. People no longer 
have to endure a cliff-hanger at the 
end of  an episode and wait a week 
to see its conclusion — they just 
continue watching.

Disney+ and its weekly-episode-
release schedule is reverting back 
to the way people watched their 
favorite shows when they relied 
solely on cable television, which is 
what streaming is meant to compete 
with.

The one episode per week plan 
will not eliminate spoilers. People 
take their favorite show seriously, 
and thus avoid spoilers if  they 
cannot finish episodes, seasons, 
etc. While the plot is more likely to 
be spoiled when entire seasons are 
released at once, it is still a risk in the 
event of  people missing an episode.

Another streaming service, 
Hulu, like Disney+, also has weekly 
releases. Since Hulu is owned by 
the Disney company, the branching 
streaming service releases three 
episodes at the start of  a season, 
followed by weekly releases of  
episodes after that. Hulu’s basic 
subscription also includes short 
advertisements during episodes, 
resembling cable television even 
closer than Disney+ does.

The ever-growing pool of  
streaming services means that 
consumers will have to pay for 
multiple platforms if  they want to 
watch all of  the shows and movies 
they like. A person would end up 
paying for Netflix, Hulu, Disney+, 
Amazon Prime Video and others 
just to see the original content they 
like as well as the shows that are not 
available on other services.

As streaming becomes more 
competitive, the idea becomes 
similar to cable in the sense that a 
consumer would pay more money 

to see what they want while having 
access to other shows and movies 
that are not as interesting to them. 
The only difference is that most 
streaming services are ad-free and 
release entire seasons at a time. 

Sophomore TV, film and radio 
major Jaden Ewan believed that the 
large variety of  streaming platforms 
is also affecting the hobby of  
theater-going.

“I feel that, so many streaming 
services have led to a slight decline 
in going to the theater to see movies. 
I remember going to the movies on a 
biweekly basis but due to the higher 
prices of  tickets, people resort to 
streaming services,” Ewan said.

Another TV, film and radio 
major, junior Demara Barnes, 
disagrees, and believes that the 
growing market of  streaming is 
beneficial to the consumer who is 
picky about their channels.

“In my opinion I think consumers 
appreciate a large variety of  
streaming platforms because it gives 
them easy access to the shows they 
want to watch or that they missed. 
For instance, I’m glad I have my 
Netflix and MTV account because 
I don’t really use cable, so having 
the streaming sources at the touch 
of  a finger or click of  a remote is 
amazing,” said Barnes.

She also believes that Disney+ 
and its plan to release weekly 
episodes is beneficial to the viewer.

“I think it is smart because it 
keeps the viewers on their feet ready 
to see what is coming next. I feel 
like if  they were to do it all at once, 
viewers would have less to watch 
once they finish the episodes. So, I 
think prolonging it as such was the 
best option,” Barnes said.

I would like to see a change 
back to what streaming was, before 
it became a cash-grab between 
big businesses. It is undeniable 
that streaming is a popular way 
to watch television in the modern 
age, so to me, it does not make 
sense to revert back to a form of  
entertainment similar to cable. 
As the trend continues, I wonder 
if  more platforms will implement 
commercials and advertisements 
back into their viewings, such as 
Hulu, or release weekly episodes of  
their original shows, continuing to 
resemble cable television.

This editorial expresses the unanimous 
opinion of  The Rider News Editorial 

Board. This week’s editorial was written 
by Features & Entertainment Editor Jason 

Mount.
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F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Stream with consciousness  
N E W S  U P DAT E
Oct. 23, 2019  

 An Oct. 23 editorial in The Rider News contained information that 
police were investigating allegations that Lawrence High School students urinated 
on an African-American student at a football game. Police subsequently announced 
they found no evidence of  urine, but believe another type of  liquid was thrown. 
Three teens face charges including harassment and bias intimidation, after racially 
derogatory terms were allegedly used during the incident.
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L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R 

English professor critiques Dell'Omo's writing

TO the Editor, 
I find extremely troubling President Dell’Omo’s attack on the journalistic 

integrity of  the students who staff the Rider News, just last year won nine 
awards including “General Excellence” and “Investigative Reporting.” 

Our newspaper is to be applauded for its efforts to make sense of  our current 
administration’s contradictory approaches to Westminster Choir College (WCC). 

It is not surprising that Westminster students are highly suspicious of  a dean 
whose words and actions have proven to be contradictory. Despite the fact that 
Dell’Omo’s recent email to the campus community lauds Dean Marshall Onofrio 
for being an advocate for WCC, we need to remember that he had pushed hard 
for Westminster’s students, staff  and faculty to believe that it was in their best 
interests to sell the campus to a Chinese bridge company. All the while, Dell’Omo 
negotiated for himself  a secret guarantee of  continued employment on the 
Lawrenceville campus whether the Princeton campus was sold to Kaiwen or 
dissolved altogether. His having done so hardly speaks to his “professionalism” or 
to his faith in Westminster’s future now that the two campuses are being hastily 
merged. 

While it may have been better if  our student editors had included Onofrio’s 
standard denial in the original story (an error that was corrected in later online 
editions), their lack of  doing so neither undermines the thrust of  the story nor 
gives us any particular reason not to believe what the quoted student said was the 
tone and tenor of  his remarks. It most certainly does not justify Dell’Omo’s cries 
of  “fake news,” which are all too reminiscent of  the attacks made on the media by 
another president. Our hard working student journalists deserve far better.   

 
 

Jane Rosenbaum
English Department
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Sports
M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Broncs elminated in MAAC Quarterfinals

Pe
te

r G
. B

or
g/

Ri
de

r U
ni

ve
rs

it
y

V O L L E Y B A L L

Rider clinches spot in MAAC tournament
By Lauren Amour

WITH a 3-0 defeat of  Quinnipiac on Nov. 10, 
the volleyball team clinched a spot in the 
2019 Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
(MAAC) Tournament, which will take place 

from Nov. 22 to Nov. 24. 
Freshman opposite hitter Morgan Romano was 

named MAAC Rookie of  the Week (ROTW) for the 
eleventh-straight week on Nov. 12. Another award for 
Romano would sweep the season on ROTW wins in 
the MAAC.

“It was a goal to make the tournament and to be 
able to clinch. I know the team is extremely happy, 
and they’re also humble, and they still know we have 
work to do. We want to hold on to this number two 
seed as much as we can,” said Rider Head Coach Jeff  
Rotondo.

Sophomore setter Anilee Sher said, “[Clinching] 
feels really good. It’s definitely very exciting knowing 
how many changes we went through this year, 
especially with the coaching, I think it feels really 
good that we trusted the coaches and this is where we 
turned out.” 

On Nov. 9, the volleyball team saw its six-game 
win streak come to an end in a 3-1 loss to Fairfield in 
Connecticut. The Stags’ win clinched their MAAC 
Regular Season Championship as they remained 
undefeated in MAAC play.

In the first set, Fairfield quickly jumped ahead on 
the Broncs, prompting Rotondo to call a timeout. 
Rider fought back, but it was not enough, as the Stags 
took the first set 25-15 to take a 1-0 lead.

The Broncs attempted to avenge themselves in the 
second set, as Sher continued her strong play with 34 
assists, becoming the sixth player in program history 
to record 2,000 career assists. Rider won the second 
set 25-20, with the match tied 1-1.

“It was exciting. It was a weird feeling because I 
kind of  wanted to get it [2,000th assist] at home with 
everyone and definitely on a winning day, but it kind 
of  just felt really good to get it,” said Sher.

Unfortunately, the second set would be the only set 
Rider won and Fairfield ran away with the third and 
fourth sets, by scores of  25-13 and 25-12.

Romano 
and sophomore 
outside hitter 
Jillian Chan led 
the Rider offense 
with 15 and eight kills, 
respectively. Defensively, 
senior libero Rachelle 
Runyon had a match-
best 22 digs.

On Nov. 10, the 
Broncs continued 
their Connecticut 
road trip and ventured 
to Hamden to take on 
Quinnipiac. Rider was 
looking to complete the 
regular-season sweep 
of  the Bobcats and 
clinch a spot in the 
2019 MAAC 
Tournament. 

In the first set, the 
Broncs and Bobcats went 
back and forth until they 
found each other tied at 25, 
but Romano and senior outside 
hitter Alexa Shello’s back-to-back kills helped Rider to 

a win, 27-25, to take a 1-0 lead.
Rider capitalized on an early lead in the 

second set, overtaking Quinnipiac 22-13 
at one point, eventually winning by a 
score of  25-13, up 2-0.
The Broncs upset the Bobcats on their 

senior day when Rider completed the sweep, 
25-18, in the third set to win 3-0. 

Nov. 10 was a special day for Sher. Not only did 
she record 32 assists and seven digs for the match, but 
it was also her birthday. 

“Since I’ve been at Rider, both of  my birthdays 
have been on gamedays, and last year’s did not turn 
out so good, and we’ve been joking about that. But 
today, we swept Quinnipiac and it was really exciting. 
They got me cake and everything, so it was really fun 
celebrating with them,” Sher said.

In her strongest match of  the season, senior middle 
hitter Evelyn Shanefield had a career-high 11 total 
blocks. 

Romano had 14 kills on the day, her eighth straight 
match in which she recorded 14 or more. Junior 
outside hitter Ali Ward added eight kills.

Runyon had 11 digs against Quinnipiac, making 
her the second player in program history to record 
multiple 500-dig seasons.

 “They [Quinnipiac] have been playing really well, 
so to come back after a tough loss and take this match 
on the road to solidify a playoff  spot really does mean 
a lot. I’m really happy for the girls to be able to clinch 
this. And to now be able to protect our home floor for 
the next two matches and to see if  we can finish this 
in the two seed,” Rotondo said.

The Broncs return to Alumni Gym on Nov. 13 
when they play Manhattan and wrap up their regular 
season at home on Nov. 16 against Saint Peter’s. Rider 
has won its last two matches against each MAAC 
opponent.  The Broncs defeated Manhattan, 3-1, on 
Sept. 22 and swept Saint Peter’s on Oct. 19. 

 

By Kristopher Aponte

ALOSS in the quarterfinals to Iona on Nov. 10 
knocked the men’s soccer team out of  the 
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) 
tournament and ended its season.

Rider entered its final regular-season game against 
Quinnipiac as the No. 6 seed in the MAAC standings 
with high hopes on defeating the Bobcats. Losses from 
Marist and Manhattan the next day would give the 
Broncs the No. 4 seed and a home playoff  game to 
begin the MAAC tournament.

The first half  started with a quick Quinnipiac goal 
by Romain Daniellou, who sent a cross from the right 
sideline that drifted over Rider junior goalkeeper 
Pablo Gatinois’ head and entered the corner of  the 
net, giving Quinnipiac a 1-0 lead. 

This led to the Broncs playing on their heels until 
the 36th minute, when redshirt junior forward Pablo 
DeCastro received a beautiful cross from junior back 
Sergio Aguinaga which lead to DeCastro heading it to 
the back of  the net. 

In the 60th minute, Quinnipiac’s Tomas Svecula 
scored and was followed by a game-sealing 88th 
minute goal by Jason Budhai to clinch the win for the 
Bobcats. 

The Broncs, the reigning MAAC champions, were 
ready for any battle ahead.

“I think everybody’s pretty positive, I think we’re 
ready for the playoffs,” Head Coach Charlie Inverso 
said.“I think we’re a pretty good road team. The 
last five years, we’ve won 32 road games, including 
the playoffs. I don’t think it’s anything to be overly 
concerned about. We actually like going on the road 
to play.” 

The 3-1 loss to Quinnipiac led to a road playoff  

game against Iona on Nov. 10.
The Gaels came out the gate ready to go and 

scored two goals in under 40 minutes. The first was 
scored by Esad Mackic in the 30th minute which 
was followed by a goal in the 39th minute by Josh 
Plimpton to put Iona up, 2-0.

The Broncs made a comeback attempt less than 
a minute later as junior midfielder Francisco Gomez 
Olano cut the Gaels’ lead in half, but Rider was 
unable to find the equalizer in the second half.

The loss was the first time Rider failed to reach the 
finals of  the MAAC tournament since 2014, when the 
Broncs were booted in the quarterfinals of  that year’s 

postseason after a loss to Fairfield.
The Broncs ended their season with a record of  

7-8-2. The 2019 record is the first with a winning 
percentage below .500 since 2013, when the Broncs 
finished the campaign 8-9-1.

At season’s end, four Rider players were named to 
all-MAAC honors. 

Senior forward Clement Bourret and redshirt 
senior back Sylvain Coco received all-MAAC first-
team honors, while redshirt senior back Emmanuel 
Kouma and DeCastro received second team honors.

Freshman midfielder Matt Araujo recorded a shot on goal in Rider’s 3-1 loss to Quinnipiac on Nov. 6.
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Freshman 
opposite hitter 

Morgan Romano 
won her eleventh-
straight MAAC  Rookie 

of the Week award on 
Nov. 12.
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By Dylan Manfre

THE sting from the women’s basketball team’s season-opening loss to Princeton 
went away in its game against Penn State.

Senior guard Stella Johnson, who was named MAAC Player of  the Week 
on Nov. 10 had her first 20-plus point game of  the 2019 season in Rider’s 

78-70 win over the Nittany Lions on Nov. 10.
“The days in between Princeton and Penn State we did a lot of  work on and 

off  the court. It took us a day or so to get our feet back under us because we 
were disappointed in our effort at Princeton,” Head Coach Lynn Milligan said. 
“[Penn State] is a win this veteran group has worked really hard for. We’ve been in 
situations where we’ve played the Power Five teams and have not performed the way 
we wanted to and it was time for this group in particular to do that.”

The Broncs got out to a 21-9 lead at the end of  the opening quarter but a 17-8 
Penn State run cut the lead to three nearing the end of  the first half.

Redshirt junior Amari Johnson finished the game with her first double-double of  
the season, recording 14 points and 13 rebounds.

Milligan said she has not settled for who would be in the sixth slot in the rotation, 
but senior forward Lea Favre made her season debut off  the bench for the Broncs 
against Penn State and played 17 minutes. 

Favre finished the game with six points off  of  2-for-7 shooting and a block. She 
also went 2-for-2 from the free throw line. Favre missed the Princeton game nursing 
an ankle injury she suffered in the preseason

Milligan said there was no “secret formula” to what the team did in the five days 
in between the Princeton and Penn State games but that they just needed to work 
harder.

“Our flow on offense we worked on over the past couple of  days and being able 
to communicate better on defense and not give up easy buckets. I don’t think we 
gave up many easy buckets to Penn State,” she said.

The team has another five-day break between Penn State and their home opener 
against Xavier on Nov. 16. Milligan said Rider is using the downtime to build the 
consistency that they ultimately want play with throughout the season.

“You have to learn — if  not more — from a win than you do a loss and we have 
a lot of  thing to correct that we didn’t do well [against Penn State]. We’ll have a 
lot of  good practice time this week time to recover. [There are] some things on the 
defensive end that we’ve got to tighten up just with our defensive discipline and 

fouling and with our rebounding.”
The season is still young but Milligan knows the team is ready for the grind of  

the season once things get going.
“I think [the time off] benefits them physically and mentally,” Milligan said. “We 

have a veteran team but we also have a lot of  youth. You talk about the grind of  the 
season and just the daily routine it takes to be successful and now we’re in it. I think 
it sometimes smacks you in the face and you’re like ‘OK it’s here.’ I think these days 
off  gives you a bit of  exhale and regroup.” 

W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Stella Johnson pushes Rider to Big Ten upset

By Austin Ferguson

THE start to the 2019-2020 season for the men’s 
basketball team continued to be successful after 
the Broncs defeated Delaware State, 81-54, on 
Nov. 8.

Rider traveled to Dover, Delaware, for its second 
consecutive game against a Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference (MEAC) opponent. The Broncs 
defeated Coppin State on Nov. 4, 91-84.

Early on in the first half, freshman guard 
Christian Ings scored his first collegiate points after 
sinking a three-point shot he was fouled on. 

The Broncs got ahead early in the first half  and 
led by as much as 25 points after redshirt freshman 
forward Tyrel Bladen finished an alley-oop pass 
from freshman guard Allen Powell in his first regular 
season collegiate appearance. Rider took a 49-24 
lead into the locker room at the end of  the first half.

From the start of  the second half, the Broncs 
picked up where they left off. After the Rider lead 
topped out twice at 31 points, the Broncs’ starters 
were taken off  the court for the rest of  the game 
with 13 minutes left to play.

The Rider bench was able to re-extend the 
Broncs’ lead to 30 after freshman guard Khalil 
Turner scored his first collegiate points from a 
shot behind the arc at the seven-minute mark. The 
Broncs’ reserves sailed smoothly to the final buzzer 
as Rider won, 81-54.

Redshirt junior forward Frederick Scott was one 
of  five Broncs who scored in double figures against 
Delaware State and led all Rider players with 13 points. 
Scott was named Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) Player of  the Week 
on Nov. 11 for his performances against Delaware State and Coppin State. Scott 
was also named College Sports Madness MAAC Player of  the Week.

“It’s just business as usual,” said Scott. “It’s just playing to win, getting myself  to 
where I need to be, and helping the team.”

Scott was joined by redshirt junior Dimencio Vaughn, senior guard Stevie 
Jordan, Ings and senior center Tyere Marshall in double-figure scoring with 12, 12, 
11 and 10 points scored respectively.

Marshall grabbed nine boards against Delaware State and led the Broncs in 
the rebounding category. Vaughn, graduate student guard Willy Nunez Jr. and 
sophomore forward Ajiri Ogemuno-Johnson followed close behind, all grabbing 
seven rebounds in the contest.

Three Rider guards shared distribution duties. 
Jordan, Powell and Ings all dished out three assists in 
the Nov. 8 contest.

Thanks to the early exit from the Broncs’ starters, 
Rider rookies saw extended minutes against Delaware 
State. Ings led the Broncs with 30 minutes played on 
the floor. Powell and Turner also experienced heavy 
loads and played 21 and 15 minutes respectively.

“I think the new players are coming along,” Head 
Coach Kevin Baggett said. “Ings is really starting to 
figure things out, Powell has done a good job from 
day one…Turner is figuring it out…he’s getting 
better in practice and figuring it out.”

Rider has won its last 12 games against MEAC 
opponents. The last time the Broncs lost to a MEAC 
program was on Jan. 14, 1998 against Maryland 
Eastern Shore. On the day of  that loss, none of  
the current Rider freshmen had been born yet and 
Baggett was working his first college coaching job as 
an assistant for James Madison University.

The Broncs will travel to Tempe, Arizona, as 
they begin participation in the Air Force Reserve 
Tip-Off  Tournament on Nov. 17 against Arizona 
State. Virginia, Massachusetts, St. John’s University, 
Columbia, Vermont and Central Connecticut State 
are also taking part in the tournament.

Rider last played a Pac-12 opponent on Dec. 
17, 2018, when it lost to Washington State in the 
Continental Classic Tire Las Vegas Classic.

“[Arizona State] is a very good team, but our 
mindset is trying to stay on this winning streak,” 
Baggett said.

A Rider win over Arizona State would mark the Broncs’ first 3-0 start in 48 
years. Rider began the 1971-1972 season with consecutive wins against Bucknell, 
Delaware Valley and Scranton.

Baggett attributed the Broncs’ early success to hard work over the offseason.
“The guys did a good job putting in work this summer and I think the results of  

that are showing up at this point,” Baggett said. “But it’s a long season, we have to 
continue to play as a team, we have to continue to focus and we have to not focus 
on individual achievement, but on what we need as a team to continue to have 
success.”

Scott emphasized particularity when it came to playing against larger schools.
“It’s about paying attention to details,” Scott said. “We’re doing our scouting, 

taking it day-by-day this week to prepare ourselves right for the W.”

M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs’ season promising after 2-0 start

Senior guard Stella Johnson was named MAAC Player of the Week on Nov. 10.
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Redshirt junior Frederick Scott was named MAAC Player of the Week on Nov. 10.
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Redshirt senior Ryan Cloud will wrestle in the 285 lb weight class this upcoming season for the Broncs. Cloud earned fifth place in the Princeton Open on Nov. 3.

W R E S T L I N G

Rider wrestling 2019-2020 preview

By Mike Ricchione

WRESTLING season has begun for the Rider 
Broncs and there are plenty of  reasons to be 
excited.

The 2019-2020 season marks Rider’s 
first year competing in the Mid American Conference 
(MAC) as Rider, along with the six other teams that 
were a part of  the Eastern Wrestling League (EWL), 
merged with the MAC’s original eight teams to form 
the second-biggest conference in Division I Wrestling.

Rider returns all four national qualifiers from 
last season in redshirt seniors Anthony Cefolo, Jesse 
Dellavecchia, Dean Sherry and Ethan Laird.

This season will be a time of  growth, not only for 
the program, but for the sport itself.

The NCAA Championship is sure to have the 
largest crowd in the event’s history as it moves from 
the 19,758-seat PPG Paints Arena in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, to 66,655-seat US Bank Stadium in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. The record attendance for 
an event at US Bank Stadium is 72,711, which was set 
by last year’s NCAA Men’s Basketball Final Four.

“I think it’s [wrestling] growing overall,” said 
Sherry. “We have a lot more girls participating now. 
There’s more light on that and the international 
wrestling as well. It’s more coverage.”

Rutgers, who celebrated its first two national 
champions in Nick Suriano and Anthony Ashnault 
who claimed titles at 133 lbs and 149 lbs respectively 
last season, highlights the Broncs’ nonconference 
portion of  their schedule when it comes to Alumni 
Gym on Feb. 9.

“The success that Rutgers has had, the following 
that they have and then the success that we’ve had 
and the following we’ve had, creates an automatic 
rivalry and animosity amongst the two groups of  fans, 
schools, whatever you want to call it,” Head Coach 
John Hangey said. “And that’s a healthy battle.”

The Broncs will also be back in Princeton 
University’s Jadwin Gymnasium on Dec. 19 after 
wrestling in the Princeton Open on Nov. 3.

Rider will also wrestle in the Keystone Classic at 
Penn, the Southern Scuffle at Chattanooga and the 

Virginia Duals in Hampton, Virginia, with Duke, 
Fresno State, Kent State, Maryland, Old Dominion, 
Penn and Virginia also in attendance.

On paper, the Broncs were picked fourth in 
the MAC Preseason Poll behind defending MAC 
Champion, Mizzou, Old Dominion and Lock Haven, 
which won the last EWL Championship.

Cefolo, Dellavecchia and graduate student Gino 
Fluri all bumped down a weight class.

Cefolo, now at 125 lbs, ranked third behind 
Michael McGee of  Old Dominion and Drew 
Hildebrant of  Central Michigan. Fluri is unranked 
at 149 lbs. Dellavecchia is also ranked third at 157 
lbs behind Larry Early of  Old Dominion and Jarrett 
Jacques of  Missouri. 

Why did Cefolo, Fluri and Dellavecchia cut weight?
“National tournament. Last year. You get to a 

national tournament they were too small. Bottom 
line,” Hangey said. “After the season last year, I wasn’t 
cutting too much weight and it was pretty easy to 
make 165 so I figured it was time to move down and 
get a little weight advantage,” offered Dellavecchia.

Laird occupies the top spot at 197 lbs while redshirt 
senior Dean Sherry is picked second at 174 lbs behind 
Connor Flynn of  Missouri.

Just because Laird has gotten more exposure from 
last season, he does not feel any more pressure. 

“If  anything, I’m just more confident, just believing 
myself  more.” Laird said. “Honestly, less pressure 
because now I don’t feel like I have to try to prove 
myself  as much. I can just do what I do and I’ll 
accomplish my goals.”

Redshirt freshman Chris Wright rounds out the 
133-pound weight class and the Broncs’ ranked 
wrestlers as he polled sixth. 

One unranked wrestler that is interesting to 
watch is redshirt sophomore Georgio Poullas, who 
transferred from fellow MAC school Cleveland State, 
at 165 lbs. 

“I think it’s big because it’s a kid that saw an 
opportunity to, in his mind, grow and get challenged 
at a different level in our program and it was 
important for us because it was a weight class we 

needed depth at and he obviously provides that.” 
Hangey said of  Poullas.

Redshirt freshman Joe Casey is also a potential 
option to represent the Broncs at the 165-lb weight 
class.

Rider will have a new face at the 184-lb weight 
class with the graduation of  Michale Fagg-Daves and 
it will likely be redshirt sophomore George Walton, 
who had a 2-4 record at 174 lbs last season while 
filling in for Sherry who was injured during last year’s 
Southern Scuffle.

A pair of  redshirts will look to step up at 141 lbs 
in sophomores Travis Layton, who started there last 
season, and Rutgers transfer Robert Cleary. 

Layton went 5-1 last season in EWL competition 
during the regular season and placed third in the 
EWL Championships.

Another pair of  redshirts will be handling matters 
at the 285-lb weight class in junior Jim Brady and 
senior Ryan Cloud. 

Cloud was the main asset last season and Brady 
backed him up. Brady received a start against 
Maryland last year while Cloud was dealing with a 
shoulder injury. 

The Broncs opened the season at the Princeton 
Open where eight wrestlers placed. Highlighting 
Rider’s performance was Dellavecchia’s first-place 
finish at 157 lbs.

Redshirt freshman Richie Koehler, Walton and 
Laird placed second at 133 lbs, 184 lbs and 197 lbs 
respectively. Redshirt junior Jonathan Tropea won 
third place at 125 lbs. Brady finished fourth and Cloud 
earned fifth at 285 lbs. Freshman Wyatt McCarthy, 
wrestling unattached, finished fifth at 149 lbs.

“Working on bottom, clearing legs. Reattacks. 
Defending with our head a little bit more so the kids 
can’t get into our legs then using either out first shot 
or their first shot against them to score,” Hangey 
answered when answered what Rider needed to 
improve on.

The Broncs will open dual meet competition on 
Nov. 15 when they head to Minnesota. The match will 
be streamed on Big Ten Network Plus.
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Dylan Manfre recaps the field hockey team’s Northeast 
Conference postseason run.
FIND THE STORIES AT THERIDERNEWS.COM
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