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Musical education and sacred music major Jordan Klotz sits at an organ on the Princeton campus.

By Stephen Neukam 

ROAMING the basement of  Talbott Library at Westminster Choir 
College (WCC), musical education and sacred music major Jordan 
Klotz flipped through the delicate history of  the school — a signed 
picture from Eleanor Roosevelt, photos from the choir’s trips to Cuba 

and Pakistan in the 1940s and rare snapshots of  the school’s founder, John 
Finely Williamson. 

Down a flight of  winding stairs from the library’s lobby, countless files 
of  sheet music fill the ground floor shelves. A library employee proudly 
mentions that it is an honor to work around such material.

As the sun set in Princeton, Klotz and junior sacred music and voice 
performance major Victoria Vazquez stood in the top section of  Bristol 
Chapel to listen to their peers’ choir rehearsal. In between pieces, many 
students wave to the top.

While Klotz and Vazquez maneuver around the campus, they seem to 
chronicle every place and piece of  history along the way.

It’s a sobering walk, one filled with conversation about a rich past and 
an unknown future. 

The fragile material in the basement of  Talbott Library is scheduled to 
be moved to Rider’s Lawrenceville campus in September 2020 — along 
with the rest of  the school.

The decision to consolidate came after the university was unable to sell 
the choir college to Kaiwen Education, a Chinese company.

Now, some students, staff  and faculty at WCC face a battle to keep the 
school in Princeton. The fight has culminated in three separate lawsuits 
against Rider, the latest of  which was a 71-student complaint that was 
facilitated by Klotz and Vazquez.

The suit, which has climbed to 76 students, according to Vazquez, was 
filed on Oct. 29 in the Superior Court of  New Jersey. 

The idea for the newest lawsuit was originated by Vazquez. She said it 
began with a Google search for the Westminster 
Foundation [WF].

The foundation, which is the alumni and 
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By Tatyanna Carman 

ANNA Clark, author of  Rider’s 2019 shared read book “The Poisoned City,” 
spoke about the Flint, Michigan, water crisis in the Bart Luedeke Center 
Theater on Oct. 29. 

A native of  Michigan, Clark was inspired to write a collection of  individual 
journalistic articles on the crisis before she created her book. 

“It was pretty early on when I was writing about Flint, even when I was doing 
a long article, that it was a much bigger story than you can fit in that,” Clark said. 
“It involved history. It involved science. It involved just so much context that I 
wasn’t able to communicate that even when a huge national spotlight came to Flint, 
even then, it wasn’t being communicated very well or completely. So I knew that it 
deserved a longer treatment.” 

She added that the book took two years to write.
Before the event, a select group of  freshmen students who wrote essays about 

the shared read book, spoke with Clark. The student with the top chosen essay 
introduced Clark. It is an opportunity that has been offered to freshmen for the past 
two years, according to Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs DonnaJean 
Fredeen. 

For this year’s shared read essay contest, the best essay that was chosen was one 

written by freshman public relations major Keyonna Murray. She described Clark as 
“an example of  just how much power a pen can hold.” She also said “The Poisoned 
City” won both the Hillman Prize for book journalism and the Rachel Carson 
Environment book award. 

Clark spoke about the water specifically and shed light on the geography of  
Michigan.  She shared that within Michigan, “you can never be [more than] six 
miles away from a natural body of  water,” which has shaped the state’s economy 
among other aspects. 

“It did not happen even because some corner-cutting company was blinded 
by profits and just not doing things properly. It did not happen for a short time, it 
happened for a long time. This is a man-made disaster where that was caused and 
prolonged by the very agencies that are supposed to protect the environment and 
protect public health,” Clark expressed. 

 She also shared the pain of  the tragedy of  Flint because it is often described as 
a “river town.” On the other hand, she encouraged the audience to think about the 
town’s positive aspects such as its “cute cafes,” that serve as neighborhood hubs and 
its “burst-in-field house,” which is a revived neighborhood field house where the 
community members of  all ages can play. 

Clark recapped parts of  the book such as the origin of  the water issue in Flint on 
the day of  the water switch in April of  2014. She explained that Flint previously had 
been getting its water supply from Detroit, Michigan, for 50 years, but it became too 
expensive due to the large amount of  poverty, which led to numerous water shut-offs. 
According to Clark, Flint’s water bills were among the most expensive in the nation 
due to housing vacancy. 

“The city was also under emergency management, which meant that a state 
appointed administrator had total political authority, the authority that a mayor or a 
city council would ordinarily hold plus extra powers beyond that no elected official 
has - an unusually authoritarian system that the state says is needed to come into 
crisis situations to really broke cities and school districts to get things in order,” she 
said. 

Clark explained that the city planned to switch to a new water system, which was 
not built at the time, so the city temporarily rebooted its old 
city system and treated the river water. She also debunked the 
myth that Fint’s river pollution was the single cause of  the 

Anna Clark shares her book advocating on behalf of Flint, Michigan

Author and journalist Anna Clark came to Rider to talk about her book “The Poisoned City.” 

Pe
te

r G
. B

or
g/

Ri
de

r U
ni

ve
rs

it
y 

➠ SEE CITY
PAGE  4



By Tatyanna Carman 

OUT of  the undergraduate students at Rider, 56% live on campus, which means 
that the other 44% commute, according to Vice President for Student Affairs 
Leanna Fenneberg. 

Despite this fact, Rider implemented a two-year residency requirement 
on campus. This is reflected in the 83% of  freshman students living on campus this 
year, according to Fenneberg. 

There are various obstacles that commuting students face such as time 
management, involvement, parking and threat of  safety during inclement weather. 

Leslie Domenech, junior film major, drives to school each day and leaves her 
house usually an hour or an hour and 15 minutes before class time to account for 
traffic since her commute is at least 45 minutes. 

“It sucks, it is so bad. We get two to three lots and I’m not going to lie, I end up 
parking where I’m not supposed to park because it’s not that I’m not late to class, but 
it’s just that sometimes when you are going through a lot of  traffic, you just want to 
park and just get to class,” she said. “You just want to get there, even if  it’s like you 
have three minutes to get there. I personally like to park in Poyda because it’s right 
near Fine Arts [Center] (FAC) and I can make a run for it, but me parking in front 
of  the BLC [Bart Luedeke Center], going through all of  the parking rows, it is the 
worst.” 

Public Safety Capt. Jim Flatley said that the total amount of  parking permits 
issued on campus between September of  2018 to the present was around 2,000, 
which included graduate students. He also said that within the past summer, the 
number of  type of  violations decreased from 35 to ten. 

Flatley also spoke on the improvements that were made on campus to 
accommodate commuting students. 

“We’ve received input from students regarding parking on campus and if  you 
remember this started in March of  2019, where students would be permitted to 
park in the commuter lot in front of  the BLC and also out of  Poyda and that has 
continued this year, where students can park there after seven o’clock but they have 
to be out of  there by six, as well as the back of  Poyda[Hall],” he said. 

Flatley explained Public Safety’s role in deciding whether or not to close the 
university based on aspects identified by local law enforcement, state police, local 
transportation and Public Safety officers as well. However, commuters who take 
public transportation to Rider expressed the difficulties of  coming and staying on 
campus no matter rain nor shine. 

Domenech said, “When it snows, in the past, I’ve had to stay home. I’ve even 
had to go back home because I’ve just not been able to drive in the weather and 
especially in times where classes aren’t cancelled. Sometimes they’ll just not cancel 
classes while it’s snowing out and I can’t make it because, where I’m from, the snow 
might be a bit more and I feel like teachers might not be as forgiving with that.” 

She also recommended that Rider should implement preferred parking 
for commuting students to better accommodate that population of  the Rider 
community. 

Junior public relations major Yasmine Hailstalk-Harris discussed her two hour 
and 47 minute commute via two methods of  public transportation — a train and 
a bus — from her home in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. She said that she commutes 
because she can not afford to live on campus. During days with inclement weather 
she said she has to leave an hour earlier, which she described as tiring. 

“Commuting and the college experience, it sucks. It sucks,” she said. “But if  you 
make friends that live on campus, they can let you know about what’s going on and 
they give you places to stay so that you can go to late events because a lot of  the 
events happen at night time and everything. If  you don’t have a car, it’s even harder, 
but being a commuter is very different from living on campus because you don’t get 
to experience the same things that your friends get to experience, but money-wise, 
commuting is very helpful.” 

She also discussed how she juggles extra-curricular activities, including her 
involvement on the step team and as a peer mentor for freshman seminar while 
working at the bookstore during the week and at Wawa in Cherry Hill on the 
weekends.  

“Being on the step team, because we have practices so late, we don’t end practice 
until 10:30 p.m., I can’t get home on the bus that way because the last train that 
I take comes at 9 p.m. So if  I’m not on that train then I have to stay up here with 
a friend or something, which normally my friends would let me stay with them,” 
Hailstalk-Harris said. 

Hailstalk-Harris said she believed that the university accommodates commuters 

to a certain extent with the location of  the bus stop near campus and the commuter 
lounge, but not to a satisfactory level. Her main point of  criticism is the pricing of  
the food on campus. She hesitated to answer how the university could improve its 
efforts to accommodate commuting students. 

“Most of  the things I would say would be to lower the price here, but they 
probably won’t do that ever, so there’s not really much I can say on that note, 
because the things that I want to change aren’t going to change, which is basically 
more affordable food, and more affordable meal plans and things like that.” 

Junior marketing and human resource management major and senate liaison for 
the Association for Commuting Students (ACS) Victoria Andersen, spoke on her 
decision to commute from her home in Union, New Jersey, via train her sophomore 
year, due to financial reasons. Her commute took an hour by train. Like Hailstalk-
Harris, Andersen also stayed with a friend on campus occasionally and had a job on 
the weekends to pay for the train fare. The main reason why she stayed with friends 
was to be a part of  extracurriculars and events, she said. 

“I think that was the biggest challenge. I tried to stay for an event or something 
late and had to take the train early in the morning,” said Andersen. “I’d be late for 
work or there have been times I’ve been late to class because I’ve missed the train, 
but my professors were all very understanding because I gave them not a great deal 
of  notice, but I was able to send them an email while I was on the train [saying] that 
I was on my way.”

When Andersen commuted, she played club volleyball and was a part of  the 
Black Student Union as well as the Leadership Development Program, however, she 
still felt as though she missed out on events due to her long commute. While she also 
commended the renovation of  the commuter lounge and the dining options she said 
Rider could improve on are for organizations to start having events earlier in the day 
to encourage commuters to show up.

When asked if  events on campus were accommodating to commuters on campus, 
Fenneberg said that events on campus attract and accommodate a wide array of  
students — with a variety of  events spanning various times of  day and days of  the 
week as well as types of  events. 

ACS Faculty Advisor Alison Koury touched on the issue of  time management for 
commuters and how it impacts their involvement. 

“I think that the main issue that a lot of  our commuters face is not having enough 
time in the day to do everything that they want to do. I know how tough it is when 
students are trying to work, go to school, do extracurricular activities, and have 
family responsibilities in addition to commuting. It is possible to be involved as a 
commuter but it takes planning and commitment to all areas of  your life,” Koury 
said. 

Andersen also said that parking was an issue before Public Safety opened up the 
specific lots for students to park closer to FAC, Poyda Hall and the BLC at night. 

She said, “ACS is open to all the different ideas that commuters have in ways that 
we can make this a better community and more welcoming for commuters that want 
to be more involved on campus.” 
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Black Out
Hit the lights. On Oct. 30 at 2:06 a.m., Public Safety 
received reports of a power outage on the backside 
of the Lawrenceville campus, with Steven R. Beckett 
‘74 and Sharon McDonald-Beckett Village, the Science 
and Technology Center and the Fine Arts Center all 
losing power. The surrounding area of the campus did 
not report losing power. There was no reported cause 
and Facilities helped resolve the issue by 2:25 a.m.

Bumper Thumper
Watch out. On Oct. 31 at 4:40 p.m., officers responded 
to a motor vehicle accident on South Mall Drive near 
the south exit of the Lawrenceville campus. One 
vehicle ran into the back of another when the two 
were stopped in traffic leaving the university. No 
injuries were reported. The Lawrence Township Police 
Department also responded and filed its own report.

Missing the Signs
Put that back. On Oct. 30 at 12:05 p.m., an officer 
was conducting a walkthrough in Poyda Hall when 
he observed that the faceplate of an emergency exit 
sign was missing. The officer checked the area but 
did not find it. There is no suspect and the cost of the 
item is under $200.

— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. 
Michael Yeh

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  S T E P H E N  N E U K A M

Rider commuters dodge obstacles for the promise of an affordable education

caption

Commuters enjoy their time at the newly-rennovated Commuters Lounge located in the Bart Luedeke Center. 
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By Lauren Minore 

AN audience of  500 guests packed the Cavalla 
Room on Oct. 30 to welcome Michael Pillsbury, 
director of  the Center on Chinese Strategy, 
advisor to President Donald Trump on Chinese 

trade policy and author of  “The Hundred-Year 
Marathon: China’s Secret Strategy to Replace America 
As the Global Superpower,” for a discussion about 
China’s growing economic development. 

Sponsored by alumni Mike and Patti Hennessy, 
‘82, Pillsbury’s event was part of  the 2019 Hennessy 
Family Lecture on Capitalism. 

Micah Rasmussen, director of  the Rebovich 
Institute for New Jersey Politics, expressed his 
appreciation to Mike and Patti Hennessy for bringing 
prominent conservative voices to Rider because he 
said it allows the institute to offer a broader set of  
perspectives to the community. 

“I am grateful to have been able to work with Mike 
Hennessy and Patti Hennessy in bringing Dr. Pillsbury 
to campus,” he said. “The Hennessy Family Lecture 
has a strong following and is eagerly anticipated by 
many people every year.”

Pillsbury began his lecture by making jokes and 
interacting with the crowd. However, the tone quickly 
changed when Pillsbury began to discuss the current 
and rapidly growing economic state of  China. 

“How did China do this? How did China go from 
being one of  the poorest countries in the world, 
just terrible, abject poverty for the vast majority of  
the people, to the number two country in the world 
economically, and some Chinese, and the World Bank 
say, China’s already number one,” Pillsbury said. 

Pillsbury said that throughout history, economists 
made several arguments as to why China would 
never become a large economic power. Among 
some of  these that Pillsbury said were overlooked: 
Chinese characters could never be programmed 
into computers, no skilled, intelligent workers could 
never arise from the disease-ridden Chinese labor 
force and China could never be a leader in science or 
technology. 

According to Pillsbury, economists who argued 
these points from 1949 to about 1979 were right — 
“China was hopeless,” he said. However, Pillsbury 
said, something gradually changed. 

“Whatever happened, it was brilliant, it was 
creative, it was new, parts of  it were kept secret and 
as it was happening, the Chinese did something very 
interesting,” Pillsbury said. “Through this whole 
40-year period, the Chinese, essentially, bad-mouthed 
themselves.” 

Pillsbury said that a part of  China’s secret strategy 
was to downplay its success and become a rising 

global economic player. 
According to Pillsbury, Chinese President Xi 

Jinping’s father, Xi Zhongxun, was the “number one 
pioneer” of  the work taking place between 1979 and 
1989 to advance China’s economic goals. 

Pillsbury also discussed “the collapse theory,” which 
he said is still the “most dominant school of  thought” 
regarding China’s economic future. He explained 
that this theory predicts that China’s growth levels are 
unsustainable, and eventually, will collapse. 

Rasmussen said that what impressed him the most 
about Pillsbury’s discussion was the bipartisan part of  
his message. 

“He has advised every president since Nixon, and 
he now believes the United States got a lot wrong 
about China. He was certainly a hawk on China, but 
not a particularly partisan one.  In fact, he highlighted 
Chuck Schumer’s support for tariffs on China,” he 
said. 

Although Pillsbury, with a smile, said his main 
point was to “please buy my book and read it,” he said 
his real message was to “upset” the crowd with the 
reality of  the state of  China today.  

“We got it wrong, and I personally, am sorry,” he 
said. “But it doesn’t necessarily provide the solution, 
just to know that you got it so badly wrong.”
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Westminster students’ fight against consolidation

faculty group working to stop the sale or movement 
of  the school, is also involved in a faculty and alumni 
lawsuit against Rider.

“I Googled [WF President] Constance Fee and I 
called her and I said, ‘What’s going on? You do not 
know who I am but I want to know the truth,’” said 
Vazquez.

Vazquez said that she knew about WF prior to 
her call to Fee, but that Westminster College of  the 
Arts Dean Marshall Onofrio told students that the 
foundation “was run by crazy alumni and that we 
should not pay it any attention and we shouldn’t be on 
Facebook and we should focus on our studies, so I did 
that.”

However, her suspicions rose when she continued 
to go to meetings with Onofrio and the things he said 
did not add up, according to Vazquez. 

That was when, in September, Vazquez started to 
put together names for the lawsuit and by the end of  
that month had 30 students on board. After a meeting 
on Nov. 24, the students had increased the list to 71.

In the basement of  Seabrook Hall, one of  
WCC’s residence complexes, Klotz and Vazquez 
toured the numerous practice rooms utilized by the 
residents. Some contain pianos, organs and others are 
specialized for noise cancellation. As Vazquez sang 
loudly in a small, glassed-in practice area (which could 
be heard only dully from the outside), Klotz warmed 
up an organ and made a quick comment about the 
lack of  maintenance on the instrument.

Later, walking up a flight of  stairs in Williamson 

Hall, Vazquez mused over the way sunlight entered 
the top floor and reflected all the way to the first and 
pointed out a large black piano in a small rehearsal 
area.

These are the places that students do not want to 
leave behind. The facilities, the students say, are not 
in the plans to be recreated in Lawrenceville on a 
reasonable timeline, if  at all. 

The role that they have played in the fight for 
the school is daunting for both students — strapped 
by large course loads, practices, jobs, travel and the 
everyday life of  a college student, they admitted 
it adds a large amount of  stress. However, the 
alternative, watching the school be consolidated, was 
unbearable for the pair.

“It was more overwhelming feeling hopeless like I 
couldn’t help the situation,” said Vazquez. “The last 
two years have been really hard emotionally.”

The emotions of  the situation are tough to deal 
with. Vazquez said that it was not uncommon for 
students and faculty to cry in class.

The damage of  the relationship between some of  
the students, staff  and faculty and the administration 
is extensive, according to Klotz. He said the university 
would have to do “serious work” to regain the trust of  
the students.

He related the situation to WCC’s motto: 
Spectemur agendo, or “let us be judged by our deeds.” 
The administration, he said, will be judged by its 
actions.

“The administration’s actions don’t always match 
its words,” said Klotz. “I don’t think that their words 

carry any weight because the things that they do don’t 
match them.”

On Nov. 1, Rider President Gregory Dell’Omo sent 
an email to the university community to deny that 
the school is in discussion with a different educational 
institution to take over WCC. Klotz said that maybe 
the administration’s history of  flip-flopping on 
statements should be applied to that denial.

“Maybe there really is [a separate institution],” said 
Klotz.

Klotz said that the administration saw WCC as a 
“money chest.”

“Princeton is a town that is landlocked and people 
will pay $20 million or more for this property,” said 
Klotz.

The two students said they were confident they 
would prevail in court.

However, despite what the outcome of  the situation 
may be, both students said they were more worried 
about the relationships and community that live on 
the Princeton campus.

It is a community that allows Vazquez to greet 
every person she passed by name and enables Klotz 
to know who is rehearsing where and when. It is the 
people, Klotz said, that matter the most.

“It is an invaluable thing to have this community 
together because we are resilient,” said Klotz. 
“I believe that if  we move [to Lawrenceville] we 
would try really hard to recreate what we have [in 
Princeton]. I just do not know how successful we 
would be.”

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

Trump advisor talks China’s secret strategy to become global power player

water crisis; the absence of  corrosion control and the high corroded river water 
was the cause. Corrosion control is a process that prevents metal from breaking 
down into water. 

Audience members were audibly disgusted after seeing the condition of  Flint’s 
water pipes. Clark further revealed that the discolored water not only contained iron, 
but also lead, which caused an epidemic of  illness. 

She discussed the historical issues that led to the water crisis such as infrastructure 
inequality and the high segregation of  the city in the north in the 1960s. Clark also 
discussed General Motors involvement in segregation while providing booming 
industry in the area that influenced an influx of  people, especially people of  color. 

“If  you were a real estate agent and you showed a house to a person of  color, 
a family of  color that was in a white neighborhood, you could lose your license,” 
said Clark. “You were destined to have inferior infrastructure, inferior housing and 
inferior opportunities.”

Clark then discussed the struggle to pass the Fair Housing Ordinance to 
dismantle housing discrimination, including how the Klu Klux Klan, among others, 
tried to overturn the law after it was passed “by a hair.” Regardless of  this sense 
of  community, Clark shared that Flint’s population has decreased since 1970 and 
continues to do so, specifically its white residents. 

Clark said that the solution to the problem is to remove the lead pipes that are 
currently in the Flint water system. 

“When we purposefully disinvest places, we shouldn’t act shocked that it is more 

harmful for people to be there — that we’ve created sacrifice zones for people,” she 
said. “And I don’t think we should be OK with that and I don’t think we should keep 
relearning this lesson. I don’t think we should keep making a city, any city let alone 
a Great Lakes city have to rely on plastic bottled water for not just drinking, but for 
brushing teeth, for feeding formula to infants or taking baths.” 

After she spoke, the audience asked about her thoughts on the Trenton, New 
Jersey, water contamination issue, the new governor of  Michigan, the dropped 
charges of  the state workers involved in the Flint water crisis and the journalistic 
ethics surrounding the crisis.

Murray said, “I think she knew about the Flint water crisis from every angle of  
the situation, which I found was very powerful and I feel like it’s something I would 
like to imitate as well and to make sure that when I do say, ‘This is something I want 
to do. This is something I want to research and look into.’ Really sticking into that 
and really starting to hone in on some of  these causes so that I can maybe make a 
difference one day myself.” 

Clark also gave some advice to young activists that want to make a change within 
the issue of  water contamination and environmental racism. 

“One thing that I do find encouraging is that I do hear more people in all kinds 
of  communities talking about water in cities and environmental racism in ways that 
I have not heard before,” she said. “I think learning from each other. You don’t have 
to start from scratch and bringing history into it knowing that it didn’t happen in a 
vacuum is all very important. And just we need transparency around how our cities 
are made.”

Shared read author discusses issues of water quality in “The Poisoned City”
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
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Family, alumni come home to campus community
By Christian McCarville

ONE of  the biggest drawbacks for students living at college is their inability to see 
their families at home. Family Weekend at Rider is designed for families to reunite 
on the campus while also participating in many fun events. 

Former Rider students were also strongly welcomed to participate in the 
campus-wide events as Nov. 1 to Nov. 3 was also Homecoming Weekend for alumni.

Kicking off  the fun-filled weekend, the sorority Delta Phi Epsilon hosted a haunted 
house event open to the public. They raised over $3,500 and all proceeds went to the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

Later on, an Evening of  Jazz with the Dell’Omo’s was held at Cobblestone Creek 
Country Club with the intention of  connecting alumni and students of  color, featuring 
pianist Kenny Gates.

Later that night, families and alumni were welcome to watch Step Up! Rider’s 
Ultimate Dance Competition held in the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) Theater. This 
event included competitive performances from some of  Rider’s most talented dancers.

For sports fans, there was a field hockey game against Sacred Heart while club ice 
hockey took on Drexel University at Loucks Ice Rink.

The second day began with a complimentary breakfast at Daly Dining Hall hosted 
by the Residence Hall Association (RHA). A 50th reunion was also held for the class of  
1969 at Cobblestone Creek Country Club.

Information sessions were held throughout the day to educate families on Greek life, 
inclusion and study abroad opportunities. A parent forum was also held at Hillman 
Hall on the Princeton campus to discuss academic plans for the upcoming year. The 
Westminster Chapel Choir Concert was conducted by Tom T. Shelton and was also 
held later that night.

There were a new set of  fun opportunities for students and their families on the 
second day of  Homecoming and Family Weekend, such as a Family Feud game held in 
the BLC Theater. Friends and families were able to create groups and compete to win 
various prizes.

Bronc Bingo also took place in the Cavalla Room hosted by the Residence Hall 
Association (RHA) and Alumni Relations. Students were able to fill out bingo boards 
alongside families and alumni in hopes of  winning big prizes such as Apple AirPods 
and an HD TV.

“Being apart of  the RHA [executive] board and seeing it from that perspective was 
really rewarding to see everyone come together with their families and have a great 
time,” said sophomore marketing major and RHA member Meghan Mulhearn. “This 
event raised about $5,000 which is double the amount as last year’s Bronc Bingo. 
It is also so nice to see everyone engaged and passionate about the prizes while also 
supporting one another.”

The School of  Fine and Performing Arts also hosted a cabaret showcase for families 
and alumni. This took place in the Yvonne Theater.

A men’s basketball exhibition game also took place Saturday and a large tailgate 
event was held in the faculty and staff  parking lot. T-shirts were given out alongside 
performances of  live music and free food.

On the last day, a football viewing party was open to the public in the Pub. This was 
a great opportunity for families and alumni to witness the new Pub renovations. Later 
that day, there were several home sporting events including volleyball, field hockey and 
women’s soccer.

While a large number of  families came to Rider to visit their loved ones this 
weekend, some students spent family weekend differently.

TV, film and radio major Sarah Waldron explained, “I went home to celebrate 
family weekend this year because it was my dad’s birthday. I was not able to participate 
in the family weekend events, but this allowed me to still spend the weekend with my 
family.” 

Regardless of  how students spent the weekend, it was surely packed with fun 
moments, reunited families and nostalgic returning alumni.

By Christian McCarville

STEP Up! Rider’s Ultimate Dance Competition is a brand new event at Rider 
with a focus on competitive dancing. It pits students against each other in order 
to determine the best dancer on campus. This event is put on by the Student 
Entertainment Center (SEC) which also runs the widely popular R Factor.

The event was held in the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) Theater on Nov. 1. Step 
Up! was also one of  the many events held on campus as part of  Homecoming and 
Family Weekend. This allows families and alumni to take part in the event and 
watch Rider’s most talented dancers. 

“Step Up! was an event designed to showcase our students that are also dancers 
and provide an outlet for them to share their talents with the campus,” said 
Associate Dean of  Campus Life Nick Barbati.  

The SEC has curated many events for the university community to express its 
many talents. 

“We have a wide array of  programs designed for Rider students to perform and 
dance was the next frontier of  talent show to introduce,” said Barbati.

This event comes as a result of  many student requests asking for a dance-
related talent show. “We recently had students that requested an event like Step 
Up! as an arena for them to perform their style of  dance and show all of  the 
different types of  dance that are taking place on campus,” said Barbati.

The SEC has noted that dance is a highly popular recreational activity among 
Rider students.

“Last year when we hosted Derek Hough on campus, we realized just how 
many students interested in dance are at Rider,” said Barbati.  

As this was a new event on campus, many were excited and unsure what exactly 
to expect from the dance competition. This attracted lots of  students, families and 
alumni to the BLC Theater to witness the competition.

Each dancer showed a unique and stunning performance, but only one dancer 
could become the Step Up! ultimate champion. The winner of  this competition 
was Mackenzie Jones who performed a hip-hop dance.

“In the first round, [Jones] performed a hip hop number. It was the only 
piece of  that genre in the whole competition and it really showed that it was her 
specialty,” said SEC member Jennifer Bartkovich, who hosted the event alongside 
Shiray Baskerville. “She closed round one with a strong performance, very sharp, 
clean cut motions that were really just jaw dropping. You could tell that she had 
been practicing and perfecting that style for years and she has a true talent.”

Jones brought this same energy into the second round, which proved to be 
much more difficult than the first. In this round, contestants had to adapt their 
dance to the music that periodically changed.

“There was never a moment where she paused or did not know what to do. 
At one point a Latin sound came on and she got so into the music that she kicked 
off  her shoes,” said Bartkovich. “I think that was definitely a memorable moment 

because you could tell, if  you had not already, how much she gets into dance and 
how much she enjoys it. The music just took over her and she went on another 
level, like no one else was around her and she was just by herself  doing her own 
thing.” 

Due to its popularity and success, Step Up! has the potential to join R Factor as 
one of  the campus’s most anticipated recurring events.

“I was really happy with the energy of  Step Up! and we certainly will be 
interested in bringing it back and building upon it to be an even bigger program 
that connects with students.  It would be wonderful if  it became an annual campus 
program,” said Barbati.

Rider steps it up with new dance competition

A “Once” in a lifetime opportunity: Alumni star in musical
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Students enjoyed a variety of activities with their friends and families for Rider’s Family Weekend, which 
coincided with Homecoming Weekend.

Jenny Bartkovich (left) and Shiray Baskerville (right) stand with Step Up! winner McKenzie Jones.
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By Madeline Andrea

FOUR Rider alumni shared the stage for the national tour of  “Once” the musical. 
Jack Gerhard ‘19, Carlos Castillo ‘18, Mariah Lotz ‘18 and Matthew Staley ‘17 

are involved in bringing the Tony Award winning musical to life.
 Gerhard and Lotz had the opportunity to play the leading protagonists, Guy 

and Girl. The two are no strangers to the spotlight, as they have been performers for 
the majority of  their lives. 

Lotz’s love of  music started at just five years old when she began playing the piano. 
Her passion continued to grow as she transitioned into the college level which led her 
to Rider University’s fine and performing arts program. 

Gerhard began his musical career in eighth grade when he picked up a guitar. 
“What really got me into it was in 10th grade, I went through a breakup and my dad 

gave me a Bob Dylan album. I started playing guitar and harmonica and writing my 
own songs,” Gerhard said.

“Once” is a vocally demanding show for both of  these young actors, however their 
training from Rider is what prepared them for these roles. 

“Rider was the best, I really did love it,” Gerhard said. 
He had an action-packed four years between performing in mainstages, playing for 

cabarets and student-run productions and taking multiple performance classes. 
“It was a really intense schedule divided between so many different methods of  

training, I’d say that did it,” Gerhard said.
Lotz gave credit to Carolann Page, Rebecca Simon and Meade Andrews for 

teaching her how to speak and use her voice in a sustainable way.
“Me and Jack, we have to be mindful about vocal health and using our instrument 

in a good, safe way, and I think Rider really prepared me to be able to do that,” Lotz 
said. 

Having a familiar face, or three, made the process a lot less stressful for these Rider 
alumni. 

 “It’s lovely. It made me less nervous going into the project. It was really nice to 
know that I had at least three friends, so it made it less scary,” Lotz said. “It’s a really 
intimate show so you have to be really vulnerable with your scene partner and it was 
really nice to already have that safety and familiarity already.”

“Our director would joke about it too, he said, ‘alright guys, so now is when we take 
all of  the things that we learned at theater school, which would be Rider University for 
most of  us,’ just poking fun at it,” Gerhard said. 

Lotz and Gerhard both discovered “Once” the musical when they were in high 
school and formed an immediate attachment to it. The unique folk music and intricate 
storyline quickly captured their hearts.  

“This musical has given me the opportunity to travel the country. Playing 
meaningful folk music on a guitar is a dream come true. The music is really special and 
it connects a whole lot of  people,” Gerhard said. 

In their profession, it is not uncommon to be emotionally affected by the show an 
actor or actress is performing and the character they are portraying. 

“There were some times where I just felt drained and it’s a lot more difficult to get 
there the next day because I’ve worn out my energy. Mental health wise, I’ve really 
had to make sure that I’m taking care of  myself, especially with a show that is this 
emotional,” Lotz said. 

Going on tour is an extensive process that involves hours of  hard work and 
concentration. While it can be difficult to persist through some of  these challenges, 
these actors are rewarded with the audience’s response each show. 

“At the end of  the show, when I look out over the audience and I’m playing “Falling 
Slowly” for the last time and I see people crying or hugging their kids and loved ones, 
that’s my favorite part,” Gerhard said. 

“Once” is a show that has the ability to significantly impact its audience members. 
Gerhard and Lotz have their own interpretation of  how they hope the show will affect 
others.   

“Two things come to mind. One is simply the power of  music and having some sort 
of  artistic expression in your life. Also, the importance of  love and opening yourself  
up to new people and experiences. Even if  a relationship is short lived, it doesn’t mean 
that you don’t take away something or learn something from it,” Lotz said. 

Gerhard said, “When people see this show, I hope it inspires them to overcome any 
barrier that’s been standing in the way of  something they want. This show doesn’t have 
a perfect ending, but it sets people on their way to be free and happy.”
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(From left to right) Matthew Staley  ‘17, Carlos Castillo  ‘18. Mariah Lotz  ‘18 and Jack Gerhard ‘19 
reunite in the national tour of “Once.”



ON Nov. 1 in a downtown 
Brooklyn, New York, subway, 
crowds of  people marched in 
waves, jumping turnstiles and 

engaging with law enforcement in 
protest to the over-policing in New 
York subways. This was a result of  
the viral video that surfaced on social 
media of  a young man being tackled 
to the ground for fare beating. 

Fare beating describes any action 
involving an individual using the 
subway without purchasing a pass. 
This includes hopping the turnstile, 
being let in through the emergency 
door without paying and bending a 
MetroCard to trick the scanner into 
giving you a free ride. The current 
cost to ride the subway is $2.75, 
but the issue the state has is the 
growing fare debt that has reached 
$215 million in 2018, according 
to Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA). The lost revenue 
is totaled from the $119 million lost 
from the bus system and $96 million 
stemming from subway fare beating.

According to the New York 
Times, the MTA agency that 
oversees the subway and buses said 
fare evasion is on the rise on the 
subway and buses, costing the system 
$225 million in lost revenue last 
year. But the problem is far worse on 
buses, where nearly 22% of  riders 
do not pay, compared with 3.4% of  
subway riders. 

The question raised is: 
Why are people not paying the 
fare? According to New York 
City Economic Development 
Corporation, only 45% of  the 
citizens that live in New York drive 
cars — that is about 1.3 million 
out of  the 3.8 million New Yorkers 
and the percentage of  car owners 
fluctuates in different boroughs. 
Although the average NYC 
commuter knows how to manipulate 
through a crowd of  thousands of  
people and can calculate delays every 
day, it does not negate the fact that 
the fast-paced lifestyle can sometimes 
be inconvenient.

Junior communication studies 
major and New York native Elizabeth 
Curcio commutes an hour from 
Staten Island, New York, to Rider.

“Compared to the rest of  my 
immediate family, I rarely commuted 
to the city unless it was for an event, 
a day out with my friends or family, 
or a school trip. However, some of  
my family members travel to the 
city every day and it takes a toll on 
them after a while. The hustle and 
bustle of  the city is no joke. You are 
constantly in the midst of  so much 
traffic, whether it’s cars and buses, 
people walking, bike riders or even 
horse carriages,” said Curcio. 

According to the New York 
Times, an informal survey on several 
routes found that fare evasion was 
widespread and the reasons varied. 
Riders did not have exact change. 
They knew they would not get in 
trouble. And some simply felt no 
obligation to pay for a transit system 
plagued by unreliable service and 
constant fare increases.

“I don’t think it’s justified because 
I feel like if  you’re using a service, 
you should be paying for it. It’s how 
the city makes money. The people 

who aren’t paying for it are cheating 
the system,” said Curcio. 

New York Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo, who controls the 
transportation authority, has applied 
pressure on transit leaders to tackle 
fare evasion as part of  his plans to 
address the system’s financial crisis. 
According to the New York Times, 
on the subway, loud alarms were 
installed at some emergency exits 
to dissuade riders who use them to 
sneak inside. New signs warn: “Fare 
Evasion Will Cost You.” 

Although fare beating is at an 
all-time high, I do not believe that 
the installment of  new surveillance 
cameras in the subways and the 
need for more police is depleting the 
amount of  costs either, especially 
when there are higher public 
transportation priorities that need to 
be tended to. 

Sophomore TV, film and radio 
major and Brooklyn native Jaden 
Ewan has been using public 
transportation since an adolescent, 
making it a significant part of  his life. 

“Since I was 11 or 12 I was taking 
the bus to and from school, trains 
across Brooklyn to get to school clubs 
or programs. I have been using MTA 
for about eight years or so. I cannot 
complain about not paying the fare 
when the train system is not working 
properly and the city raises the fares 
so they can add all these new trains 
and features when they have not 
fixed the delays, electrical problems 
and much more,” said Ewan. 

The reason New Yorkers were 
protesting in the first place was to 
combat the police presence in the 
subways, the unnecessary use of  
force of  law enforcement for $2.75. 
There has to be a more progressive 
and safe way to enforce the law. 

“We need action whether in the 
streets or in city hall, we still undergo 
police brutality more frequently and 
more and more we see protest but no 
actual change. Are we just to show 
up and demand our rights? What 
if  they say no, then what? We must 
change our leadership,” said Ewan.  

I look at fare beating as an act 
of  civil disobedience. American 
philosopher Henry David Thoreau 
was known for his ideals on civil 
disobedience to sometimes go 
against set laws issued by the 
government that feel unjust. The 
citizens of  New York are engaging 
in the disobedience of  an unjust 
law that issues commuters to pay a 
fee for rundown, safety hazardous 
transportation vehicles. It seems that 
surveillance cameras and excessive 
police force are not enacting laws for 
justice, but for power. It is time to 
stop criminalizing poverty. 

This editorial expresses the unanimous 
opinion of  The Rider News Editorial 

Board. This week’s editorial was written by 
Opinion Editor Qur'an Hansford.
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The fight against unfair fares  
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W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Princeton overpowers Broncs in opener
By Dylan Manfre

EVERY player, but Lea Favre, was available to play and saw 
action for the women’s basketball team’s exhibition against 
The College of  New Jersey (TCNJ) on Oct. 31.

Head Coach Lynn Milligan gave each freshman their 
first live-game experience at Alumni Gym and integrated them in 
with the regular starters in the Broncs’ 89-35 victory. All but one 
freshman drained their first shot upon entering the game. 

Freshman guard Sophia DeMauro, who saw the most playing 
time out of  the newcomers, connected for her first two shots from 
the field including one from behind the arc. She finished with 10 
points on 4-of-6 shooting and went 2-for-3 from long range and 
played the most minutes out of  the four freshmen.

“It felt really good to put the jersey on,” DeMauro said. 
“I’m always looking for my teammates first, but there were 
opportunities where I was able to score and I thought I executed 
well on that. If  I have [the opportunity to score] I’ll take it. If  not, 
I’m looking to get my teammates open.”

6-foot-2 freshman center Victoria Toomey was inserted five 
minutes into the game when Rider was up 17-0. Toomey scored 
her first bucket off  an assist from senior guard Stella Johnson.

“I thought [the freshmen] did a terrific job,” Milligan said. 
“They all made some mistakes but they made some great plays. 
I was really happy with their effort, especially at the end of  the 
game.”

Milligan said that the game solidified her belief  that the freshmen 
do not play like rookies when they are on the court.

“I am happy about that,” Milligan said. “I think they work hard enough to be 
able to go into a game and get nervous or be afraid to make mistakes. They’re 
comfortable in what they’re doing and that’s what’s important.”

Stella Johnson, who was Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) Preseason 
Player of  the Year, was seen diving into the Rider bench for a loose ball and fellow 
senior guard Amari Johnson even battled with her own teammates when she 
jumped up for a defensive rebound.

Amari Johnson commanded the first half  leading all scorers with 14 points on 
7-of-12 shooting from the field and grabbed seven boards. She finished with 16 
points and eight boards. 

Overall, Milligan loved the way the returning group started the game as it 
helped usher in a 51-15 lead into the locker room at halftime.

“I thought Stella [Johnson] and Amari [Johnson] were terrific early, I thought 
Aubre [Johnson] was terrific defensively,” Milligan said. “[Sophomore guard] 
Amanda [Mobley] put her teammates in great situations and [Senior forward] 
Daija [Moses] did a great job guarding their best kid. I really like the energy we 
came out with in the first and third quarter.”

Even though TCNJ is a Division III program and not an opponent typically on 
Rider’s schedule, the approach to the game was the same.

“We have to have the mentality of  a faceless opponent,” Milligan said. ”It’s 
really Rider vs. Rider. We have to make sure we’re doing what we’re doing 100% 
of  the time.”

Milligan would not say whether one of  the freshmen would hold the sixth spot in 
the rotation but noted that any lineup could be used at any given time.

The Broncs went with Stella Johnson, Amari Johnson, Aubre Johnson, Moses 
and Mobely in an 80-47 loss to the Princeton Tigers on Nov. 5.

Mobley is tasked with being the main floor general this season after former 
starting guard Lexi Possett graduated. She hit her first three-pointer of  the game 
that pulled Rider to within three points in the second quarter.

Princeton, which advanced to the first round of  the 2018 NCAA tournament 
and was 12-4 in Ivy League games, took a nine-point lead into halftime and could 
not convert a three-pointer after making five in the opening period. Rider found 
itself  down as much as 35 points during the game.

After Stella Johnson got off  to a slow start, scoring five points through two 
quarters, she finished the game with 22.

Turnovers and second-chance points plagued the Broncs throughout the contest 
as well. Princeton outscored Rider 31-4 in points off  turnovers.

The Broncs were also outrebounded 45-26.
Rider was in foul trouble a majority of  the game. Toomey fouled out of  the 

game and exited with one point. Stella Johnson and Moses each had four.
Rider concludes its opening-season road trip on Nov. 10 at 2 p.m. as the Broncs 

play Penn State for the first time sicne the 2014-2015 season. The game will be 
broadcasted live on the Big Ten Network Plus.
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Freshman guard Sophia Demauro scored 10 points in the Broncs’ 89-35 exhibition victory against TCNJ on Oct. 31.

W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Rider’s season ends at hands of Niagara
By Shaun Chornobroff

NIAGARA’S attack was nonexistant in its 5-0 loss to 
Rider earlier in the season.

On Nov. 3, Niagara’s forwards caused 
problems for the Broncs as Niagara redshirt 

junior forward Kelsey Araujo had two goals on the 
night and sophomore forward Annie Ibey added an 
assist as Niagara eliminated Rider 2-1 in the first 
round of  the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
(MAAC) championship tournament for the second-
straight season.

The game was hard fought and competitive until 
the final whistle. Hounsome praised his players effort 
in the loss.

“I thought we gave it a good effort. On another 
night, we could win that game, like when we played 
them previously, we won 5-0. We lost 2-1 tonight,” 
Hounsome said of  the loss. “Sometimes that’s just the 
nature of  the game.”

The game appeared to open up in the 16th minute 
when Niagara senior forward Emma Lindke ripped 
a shot that seemed destined to beat junior goalkeeper 
Carmen Carbonell, but ricocheted of  the cross bar. 

After a few more missed shots Niagara finally broke 
through the Broncs back line when Araujo tapped 
home an Ibey cross to push Niagara ahead, which 
was the first of  two goals on the night for the redshirt 
junior. 

Rider responded well and almost leveled the 
score before the half, but sophomore forward Nikki 

Arrington pushed a shot just over the bar.
Rider entered the second half  with new life.
Within the first minute of  the second half  Rider 

tied the game; Lindsey Maslow, a freshman defender, 
beat multiple opponents down the left sideline, before 
crossing the ball back towards the center, where 
sophomore midfielder Ailis Martin slotted it into the 
bottom corner to tie the score.

“I felt great scoring the goal, I thought we worked 
really well in the first half  and going into halftime we 
talked about going out playing the same way, and it 
paid off,” Martin said of  her goal.

Maslow also spoke on the goal, which happened to 
be her first collegiate assist.

“It felt good getting the team back in it because 
we really needed a goal back, it’s just unfortunate we 
couldn’t get another one after,” said Maslow.

With the goal momentum turned and opportunities 
started coming for Rider which seemed destined to 
put a second goal in the back of  the net. 

Within five minutes senior midfielder Sofia Soares 
and graduate student forward Emily Curteis came 
within inches of  putting the Broncs ahead.

After barely being able to muster offense in the first 
half, Rider had the Niagara back line in fear. 

Niagara started to counter and in the 68th minute 
Rider was caught out on a throw in, which led to 
Niagara freshman forward Djeynaba Thiam poking 
the ball across the box where Araujo put the Purple 
Eagles ahead for the second time that night. 

It was Araujo’s first multigoal game of  the season.
The Broncs continued pressing Niagara after 

the goal. Later in the game Hounsome even moved 
Maslow a defender up to the midfield in hopes of  
getting a second goal, but to no avail. 

Maslow elaborated on her increased responsibility.
“You rely on your teammates a lot, if  you can’t 

get back or you can’t get forward, you just rely on 
everyone around you, because everyone you trust will 
work for you.” 

Despite outshooting Niagara, Rider had problems 
finishing as it only put three shots on goal.

On Nov. 4 the conference announced the All-
MAAC Postseason Teams.

Senior midfielder Valeria Pascuet and sophomore 
back Niamh Cashin were both named to the All-
MAAC First Team. This was the second career First 
Team selection for Pascuet and first for Cashin.

Junior goalkeeper Carmon Carbonell was named to 
the All-MAAC Second Team. She finished the season 
with 95 saves and posted an .802 save percentage.

Lastly, freshman forward Makenzie Rodrigues 
along with freshman forward Camryn Dees were 
named to the All-MAAC Rookie Team. Dees started 
each of  the 16 games she played in and Rodrigues 
contributed four goals.

Rider concluded the season with 8-6-4 record and 
was 5-3-2 in MAAC play.
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V O L L E Y B A L L

Rider remains hot after sixth-straight win

By Lauren Amour

A PAIR of  healthy crowds saw the volleyball team extend its winning streak to six 
after a 3-1 victory during family weekend over Canisius on Nov. 2 and a sweep 
of  Niagara on Nov. 3.

“I think it’s always comfortable when the girls have family and friends 
around,” Head Coach Jeff  Rotondo said. “It was a big weekend for us, we also had 
five recruits here and their families, so I know it was a lot, but I think they enjoy 
the comfort of  family and friends. I think it definitely made an impact on their 
emotional state.”

On Nov. 2, the Broncs took on Canisius for the first time since Oct. 6 in Buffalo, 
New York, when Rider fell to the Golden Griffins 3-2. 

Thanks to double-doubles from sophomore setter Anilee Sher and freshman 
opposite hitter Morgan Romano, the Broncs were able to redeem themselves and 
cap off  a 3-1 win.

Rider won the first set 27-25, third set 25-15 and fourth set 25-19, dropping only 
the second set to Canisius, 28-26. Sher’s double-double consisted of  a career-high 
59 assists and 21 digs, while Romano’s comprised of  a match-best 25 kills and 16 
digs.

Her efforts earned her a 10th-straight MAAC Rookie of  the Week honor.
Freshman middle hitter Morgan Koch and junior outside hitter Ali Ward led the 

charge offensively for the Broncs. Koch recorded a career-high 14 kills and Ward 
with 10. 

Additionally, senior middle hitter Evelyn Shanefield contributed eight kills of  her 
own, one solo block and one block assist. Shanefield’s 260 career block assists rank 
third in program history.

A season-high five Broncs posted 10 or more digs for the match, and senior libero 
Rachelle Runyon recorded a season-best 30 digs. Junior setter Danielle Blanco and 
freshman libero Pamela Loh provided 16 and 13 digs, respectively. 

The win against Canisius snapped a previous four-match losing streak for the 
Broncs against the Golden Griffins.

The Broncs took on Niagara on Nov. 3 to complete their weekend homestand. In 
their last meeting on Oct. 5 in Niagara, Rider lost 3-1.

Senior outside hitter Alexa Schello finished with a career-hgih 15 kills for the 
Broncs.

In the first set, the Broncs quickly jumped ahead 23-15 and won the first set 
25-18 to take a 1-0 lead. Runyon’s five digs in the first set elevated her to be the fifth 
player in program history to register 1,500 career digs.

After Niagara took a 10-4 on the Broncs early in the second set, Rotondo called a 
timeout. Rider then began its comeback to cut Niagara’s lead to just one, 16-15. 

The Broncs rallied to tie the match at 19, and from that moment forward, the 
two teams went fiercely back-and-forth, with each team reaching more than 30 
points. Rider bounced back and won the second set 37-35.

“It was a really long set, and everyone had a lot of  anxiety, but we all trust each 
other, so we just knew we would come out on top,” Sher said.

Rider’s 37 points in the second set was the second most in program history to a 
45-43 losing set against Manhattan in 2009. At the time, the 2009 set’s combined 88 
points was an NCAA Division I  record in the 25-point format. The 2009 set is now 
the third-highest combined set score in NCAA Division I history.

“It was really exciting to watch, I’m going to enjoy it more watching the film 
now that it’s over and I know we won it, but in the moment, it was just how are we 
hiding the weakness and how are we getting the point? It was very nerve-wracking 
for sure, but it was fun,” Rotondo said.

Up 2-0 on the Purple Eagles, the Broncs were looking for the sweep in the third 
set. Tied at 21, Rider edged out Niagara 25-23 to win the third set and complete 
the sweep, 3-0, with senior outside hitter Alexa Shello’s 15 kills on the match 
leading the offense.

Romano’s third straight double-double and tenth of  the season, which leads the 
team, was complete with 17 kills and 14 digs. Sher also continued her strong play 
with 49 assists.

“It was really fun to be back in Alumni [Gymnasium] and play in front of  our 
friends and family again, but I think our success comes from us working really hard 

and it just made it even sweeter that we could do it here,” Sher said of  the team’s 
weekend sweep.

This was Rider’s sixth straight win, as they improve to 10-4 in the MAAC and 
13-13 overall.

The Broncs are back in action on November 9 and 10 in their last away games 
of  the regular season when they take on Fairfield and Quinnipiac in MAAC play.

As the season winds down, Rotondo and Sher agree that the team is more 
motivated than ever.

“We’re so excited, we feel like we’re finally playing well together and we’re 
gelling and we’re learning how to work in the system with all the coaches. I think we 
all just have a lot of  trust and we know that if  we continue this play, we’ll be very 
successful,” Sher said.

Rotondo said, “We keep talking to them about where we can get to if  our 
mindset is good. We talk about character and culture and adversity; we’re doing 
it so that it’s at the forefront. I think that matters because if  we don’t talk about it, 
mental toughness isn’t there.”

Senior outside hitter Alexa Shello had a career-high 15 kills in Rider’s 3-0 victory over Niagara on Nov. 3.
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Redshirt junior forward Frederick Scott registered double-doubles in both Rider’s 90-59 exhibition win against Slippery Rock on Nov. 2 and 91-84 victory over Coppin State on Nov. 5.

Online today: Men’s 
soccer clinches 
playoff berth after 
win at Iona. 

M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Men’s basketball starts season with win

By Austin Ferguson

A WIN against Coppin State on Nov. 5, 91-84, 
marked a promising start for the men’s basketball 
team after it defeated Slippery Rock in an 
exhibition, 90-59, on Nov. 2.

What many outsiders would likely see as a 
meaningless tune-up game in the Broncs’ preseason 
matchup with NCAA Division II opponent 
Slippery Rock served as the main event for Rider’s 
homecoming and family weekend on Nov. 2.

Though the meeting was the only preseason game 
for the Broncs, it was not the same case for Slippery 
Rock. The Rock, who compete in the Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference, played an exhibition 
against the University of  Pittsburgh on Oct. 30, where 
it lost 98-47.

Every player for the Broncs found minutes on 
the floor with the exception of  redshirt sophomore 
forward Tyrei Randall, who according to Head Coach 
Kevin Baggett was suspended indefinitely for violating 
team rules.

Rider had trouble finding its footing at the start of  
the first half  when Slippery Rock found itself  with an 
early 10-9 lead in the first half.

That one-point lead was the largest and only lead 
of  the game for Slippery Rock. Just as The Rock 
got its lead, the Broncs took it back with a 17-0 run 
over the next four minutes. A strong finish to the first 
half, highlighted by double figures in scoring for both 
redshirt junior forwards Frederick Scott and Dimencio 
Vaughn, gave Rider a 46-33 lead going into the 
second half.

Despite the strong half, Rider had some 
glaring flaws from the first 20 minutes of  play. 
Communication was lacking at times, players were 
slightly over-aggressive at points and the team shot 
8-18 from the free throw line in the first half.

Up double digits at the half, Scott said that Baggett 
urged the team to keep the intensity up in the second 
half.

Scott said, “[Baggett] said, ‘We need to continue to 
apply the pressure because that’s what great teams do. 
Bad teams let them come back and make it a game.’ 

That’s the difference from last year to this year. Once 
we have our foot on the pedal, we continue to go.”

The Broncs pulled it together in the second half  
and ballooned their lead to 31 points and ended at 
that margin as Rider won, 90-59. Every player that 
suited up for Rider scored a field goal, with Scott, 
Vaughn and senior guard Stevie Jordan finishing the 
game in double figures. 

Rider also improved its free-throw shooting with a 
10-14 performance from the line in the second half, 
highlighted by a 6-6 performance from the free throw 
line for Scott.

Redshirt freshman Tyrel Bladen led the team in 
blocks in his Broncs debut, sending back two shots in 
the contest.

Jordan felt that the exhibition served as a great 
opportunity for the freshmen on the team to become 
accustomed to collegiate play. Jordan said the game 
helped “get those guys acclimated to game speed.”

Baggett was happy with the performance of  players 
new to the Broncs, but saw room for improvement.

“We still got a ways to go to figure out the things 
we need them to do,” Baggett said. “But they’re 
trying. We’re going to make mistakes, guys play hard, 
they play through them, we did a good job with 
communicating and talking. It’s a process… sometimes 
it’s good to learn and see things on the fly.”

Rider began its regular season in Baltimore, 
Maryland, on Nov. 5 against the Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference’s Coppin State. The Broncs defeated 
Coppin State in their first regular season home game 
of  last season, 87-67. 

Coppin State guard Aaron Robinson, who 
transferred to Coppin State from the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference’s Quinnipiac, hit a trio of  threes 
in the first eight minutes of  the game to put Rider 
down 23-8. 

The 15-point lead was the highest of  the game for 
Coppin State and the Eagles kept a portion of  that 
lead throughout the first half. The Broncs were able 
to cut Coppin State’s largest lead in half  by the end 
of  the half  and were down 44-37 after 20 minutes of  
play.

Rider’s three-point shooting woes were evident in 
the first half. The Broncs shot 3-11, or 27 percent, 
from beyond the arc. 

Despite the deficit, the Broncs found themselves 
ahead in two important stat categories. Rider held a 
30-22 advantage on the boards and a 19-8 advantage 
in free throw attempts. 

The Broncs opened the second half  going back-
and-forth with Coppin State. Rider kept up with the 
Eagles in the first portion of  the second half, though 
they were unable to close the gap.

After the first official timeout of  the second half, 
Rider’s offense, led by Vaughn and Scott, made a push 
to close the gap. With 12 minutes left in the game, 
Scott hit his second three-point shot of  the game to tie 
the game at 55. 

Senior center Tyere Marshall followed Scott’s three 
with a layup to give the Broncs a 57-55 lead. 

Coppin State’s Aaron Robinson quickly followed 
with a three pointer and retook the lead for the Eagles. 
Stevie Jordan answered with a three of  his own to put 
Rider up, 60-58.

The Broncs didn’t look back, as they maintained 
the lead for the rest of  the game. Their lead topped 
at 11 points after a Marshall layup with four minutes 
left in the game and Rider coasted to the end of  
regulation with a 91-84 victory over Coppin State.

Scott and Vaughn led the way for the Broncs in 
scoring with 21 points each as both registered double-
doubles. Scott grabbed a game-high 13 rebounds and 
Vaughn brought down 10 boards of  his own.

Vaughn also held the team lead in steals along with 
Stevie Jordan with three steals.

Two other Rider players finished the contest with 
double figures in scoring. Marshall and Jordan scored 
20 and 17 points respectively.

The Broncs will travel to Dover, Delaware, on Nov. 
9 to take on Delaware State at 7 p.m.

Baggett said the number one goal for Rider this 
season was to show unity.

“Team,” Baggett said emphatically. “That’s the 
goal. Be a team.”
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