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Rider President Gregory Dell’Omo sat down with The Rider News for an exclusive interview on Oct. 28.

By Stephen Neukam

IN midst of  the looming consolidation of  Westminster Choir College 
(WCC) to the Lawrenceville campus, Rider President Gregory Dell’Omo 
disclosed that the university has begun the process of  talking to a 
potential buyer for the property that the choir college currently occupies 

in Princeton in an interview with The Rider News on Oct. 28.
Dell’Omo, flanked by Vice President of  Legal Affairs and General 

Counsel Mark A. Solomon and Associate Vice President for University 
Marketing and Communications Kristine Brown, declined to disclose the 
identity of  the potential purchaser. 

In July, after the sale of  WCC between Rider and Chinese company 
Kaiwen Education was canceled, Brown revealed that the Board of  
Trustees had discussed the possibility of  selling the land that WCC 
currently occupies. In subsequent public appearances, Dell’Omo revealed 
that the sale of  the property was a possibility but had not yet confirmed 
that a potential buyer had been found.

The sale of  the land is a key component of  the consolidation plan, 
which is projected to cost between $16 million and $20 million. Dell’Omo 
admitted that the land sale would not match up with the timeline for 
planned renovations and additions to the Lawrenceville campus, but said 
the goal was to “pay ourselves back with the sale of  that [land].”

Instead, the president said the university would initially have to pay for 
the consolidation in other ways. 

“We’re going to have to borrow some money, we have some reserves 
and we have a line of  credit as well as some bartering capacity to look at 
the funds we need right away to begin the construction on campus,” said 
Dell’Omo, detailing other payment methods.

Solomon said that he anticipated litigation when the university 
attempts to sell the property but was adamant about Rider’s right to sell it.

Bruce Afran, the attorney for the Westminster Foundation, the alumni 
and faculty group working to stop the 
sale or movement of  the school, voiced 
objection to Solomon’s certainty. ➠ SEE MOVEMENT
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By Stephen Neukam 

A LAWSUIT against Rider was filed to the Superior Court of  New Jersey by 71 
students at Westminster Choir College (WCC) on Oct. 29 to stop the move 
of  the college to the Lawrenceville campus by September 2020, according to 
Westminster Foundation attorney Bruce Afran.

The action was brought exclusively by WCC students from all classes and was 
facilitated mainly by junior sacred music and voice performance major Victoria 
Vazquez and freshman class president and musical education and sacred music 
major Jordan Klotz.

The 71-page document details the effects that Rider’s plan to close or move the 
school has had on WCC programs, fundraising and enrollment. Significant dips 
in class sizes, severely diminished donations and the lack of  preparedness of  the 
Lawrenceville campus to accommodate WCC’s needs are among the issues raised.

The complaint argues that Rider will violate the 1991 Merger Agreement and the 
1935 Strong-Taylor trust, which is the product of  a grant from Sophia Grant Taylor 
who endowed WCC with land and buildings which constitute the Princeton campus, 
if  it relocates the college and attempts to sell the land.

Klotz said that the unique unity of  the students at WCC is what made it possible 
to get almost a third of  the student body involved in the lawsuit. He said that further 
amendments were coming to the complaint to incorporate even more students.

“We wouldn’t be able to do what we’re doing right now without the immense 
unity of  our student body,” said Klotz.

Vazquez was adamant that alternative options for the future of  the choir college 
remained and must be examined.

“It is made clear that Rider University is not exploring all options and doing what 
is right for the institution,” said Vazquez. “Suggestions are shut down with responses 
such as ‘just deal with it’ and ‘this move is happening’ which is simply not true with 
three court cases currently going on that point to alternative options for the future 
of  WCC.”

Afran, attorney for the Westminster Foundation, the alumni and faculty group 
working to stop the sale or movement of  the school, said the new complaint revealed 
the “depth of  rejection” that WCC students have toward the administration’s plans.

“Imagine getting that many college students together on any one issue,” said 
Afran, who admired the students’ resolve.

The complaint brings the total number of  lawsuits attempting to block the sale or 
movement of  the school to three — alumni and faculty from both campuses and the 
Princeton Theological Seminary have also brought action against the university.

Rider has moved to dismiss the alumni and faculty case on the grounds that 
they do not have the standing to challenge the university because they are not 
beneficiaries of  the trust that created WCC, according to Afran. The new case 
brought by students, he said, removes the question of  standing and will “force this 
matter to trial.”

“The purpose of  this lawsuit is to make it clear that students are now the plaintiffs 
and this case cannot be made to go away by Rider,” said Afran. “Rider is going to 
have to face a trial now on the question of  whether or not it 
can move this school or sell that property.”

71 WCC students sue Rider for handling of choir college

Nearly 30% of WCC’s student body signed on to a lawsuit against Rider University.
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“Rider will have no chance of  selling this property, 
unless and until it beats all of  the lawsuits in through 
the appellate courts,” said Afran. “President Dell’Omo 
can speak all he wants about ‘conversations’ but they 
will not be able to sell this property to any buyer.”

The current consolidation plan is projected to cost 
much less than the $30 million to $35 million plan 
in 2017. Dell’Omo said that proposals as low as $10 
million were discussed. Instead of  moving all of  the 
facilities in Princeton to Lawrenceville, which he said 
would be enormously expensive, the university wants to 
find more synergies between performing arts currently 
at the larger campus and WCC. 

Dell’Omo, who has had a tumultuous relationship 
with some students and faculty, from a 2017 vote of  
no confidence from Rider’s Chapter of  American 
Association of  University Professors (AAUP) to WCC 
students and organizers protesting the consolidation 
on the Lawrenceville campus on Sept. 14, said he 
understood that people are resistant to change.

“The longer people kind of  fight the change, 
it becomes even more and more challenging,” 
said Dell’Omo. “We have tried to be as open and 
communicative as possible.”

WCC freshman class president and musical 
education and sacred music major Jordan Klotz said 
that Dell’Omo’s idea of  change is not something he 
and others at the choir college agree with.

“President Dell’Omo characterizes us as a group of  
people resisting a positive change,” said Klotz. “But, 
in truth, the change that we are resisting is one that is 
inherently illegal and does not serve WCC.”

To highlight the increased communication and 

cooperation with the community Dell’Omo said that 
the Campus Transition Team, which was tasked with 
handling the intricacies of  the consolidation and is 
comprised of  faculty, staff  and students from both 
campuses, has been effective.

The president emphasized the importance of  
fostering unity and cohesion in the university.

“This is one university and we want everybody to 
feel like they’re part of  it and they have a voice in it,” 
said Dell’Omo. “It doesn’t mean everybody’s voice is 
going to be the one that rules the day — mine doesn’t 
even rule the day every time — but it’s really important 
for people to feel that we are one university and we can 
have differences and disagreements but as long as we 
are working toward one common goal and that is to 
raise Rider University as much as possible.”

Enrollment at WCC has dropped sharply in the last 
few years. In fall 2016, total enrollment at the choir 
college was 410 students. By this fall, that number fell 
to 237 — a 42% drop. Dell’Omo hoped to increase the 
appeal of  WCC on the Lawrenceville campus while 
also saving costs.

“By consolidating over to this campus, building 
and providing the facilities we need to have, which is 
going to hopefully help those enrollments rebound,” 
said Dell’Omo. “But, it’s now part of  a core structure 
that is all contained within one campus, not two full 
campuses, and that’s where the cost savings come into 
play, and if  you can create an exciting environment 
here for the choir college, for fine and performing arts, 
that whole school, we think can grow significantly.”

While the plans for consolidation progress, the move 
is still being contested in court. Three separate lawsuits 
are attempting to block the movement of  the school 

— from the Princeton Theological Seminary, alumni 
and faculty from both Rider and WCC and a new 
complaint filed exclusively by students at WCC. 

A motion to dismiss the case brought forth by 
alumni and faculty has been filed by the university and 
is pending in the New Jersey Superior Court. A motion 
to dismiss from the Attorney General of  New Jersey 
has been withdrawn, according to Afran. Solomon was 
hopeful the decision would be revealed in the next few 
weeks.

On Oct. 29, a complaint was filed by 71 current 
students at WCC to block the movement of  the school 
to Lawrenceville.

With the swirl of  consolidation, sale of  the 
Princeton property, millions of  dollars of  investments 
into the Lawrenceville campus and the ongoing 
litigation, Dell’Omo said that he empathized with the 
students of  WCC. The changes they face, he said, 
could make people upset. However, he emphasized 
that students who came to WCC, except seniors, were 
aware of  the looming changes.

“We made it very clear that, relatively soon, when 
almost all those students before they actually came to 
Rider and WCC, that something new was going to 
happen,” said Dell’Omo. “It was not going to stay in 
Princeton [under Rider’s ownership] or there was the 
possibility of  closing it... we made it clear. We didn’t 
hide it from anybody that we were looking at this. It 
was very public.”
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O-fence-ive
Don’t break the gate. On Oct. 25 at 10:44 a.m., 
Public Safety received information from a university 
employee that there was damage to the gates that 
lead to the outer field batting cages. The chain-link 
fence was bent and one section of the top piping was 
broken. There are no suspects or dollar amount for 
the damage. 

Protect the Detector
Graffiti trouble. On Oct. 25 at 12:01 a.m., Public Safety 
was doing a building check of University House when 
it observed a damaged smoke detector on the second 
floor. There was graffiti written on the detector. There 
are currently no witnesses or suspects. A work order 
was submitted for repair.

Party Fail
You’re too young. On Oct. 26 at 7:45 p.m., officers 
responded to a complaint of suspected marijuana 
at Kroner Hall. The officers located the suspected 
room and spoke with the resident. The student gave 
permission for officers to search the room where 
they found  a variety of alcohol. The student was 
not of age to drink and was referred to the Office of 
Community Standards.

— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim 
Flatley 
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President urges community to accept change
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

caption

SGA hosts town hall for student to ask administration community questions
By Lauren Minore 

THE Student Government Association (SGA) hosted a student town hall for 
community members to attend and express their questions and concerns to 
Rider President Gregory Dell’Omo and his cabinet on Oct. 29 in the Science 
and Technology Center. 

Administrators, including Vice President for Facilities and University Operations 
Michael Reca, Vice President for Student Affairs Leanna Fenneberg and Provost 
and Vice President for Academic Affairs DonnaJean Fredeen presented material for 
about an hour. 

Among the topics discussed in their presentations were the current and upcoming 
campus renovations to accommodate incoming Westminster Choir College (WCC) 
students and faculty next fall, the Center for Diversity and Inclusion’s achievements 
over the past year and the engaged learning program. 

The final 30 minutes of  the event were left to answer student questions.
Plans for Centennial Lake, extended hours at Moore Library and Greek life 

housing were among the questions asked by students.
One student, sophomore political science major Matthew Schantin, asked about 

the exact financial repercussions of  keeping WCC in Princeton. 
“First of  all, Westminster is part of  Rider University, it’s part of  Rider University 

finances,” Dell’Omo said in response. “Taking the economics into that, we have 
to look at how to make it sustainable for the entire university…. But the fact that 
you’re running two campuses side-by-side… you have two full libraries, you have 
two sets of  dorms, you have two student centers, all those things add to the cost 
even more so.” 

Senior political science major and Senior Class President Charles Palmer was 
pleased with the outcome of  the event. 

“It sets a good precedence that we initiated a town hall so students could have 
their concerns heard,” Palmer said. “I think it was effective, however, I wish 

there were more students there because it was predominantly SGA students in 
attendance.”

According to Palmer, 37 SGA members and about 25 non-SGA students were in 
attendance. 

Student Government Association (SGA) is comprised of elected and appointed student leaders meant to 
represent the best interests of Rider students. 
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By Lauren Minore

A CROWD of  over 750 guests rose to their feet to give two-time Academy Award 
winning three-time Emmy Award winning actress Sally Field a standing 
ovation while she walked across the stage in the Alumni Gym for a moderated 
discussion hosted by Penn Medicine Princeton Health on Oct. 27. 

In September 2018, Field released “In Pieces,” a literary memoir which detailed 
her self-described “traumatic” childhood, her experience with her acting craft and 
her emotional life journey as both a daughter and a mother. 

“When my mother passed away I [did] all the things that you… should do, you 
have those conversations, we resolved things that we thought were lingering,” she 
said. “My older parent was going to pass away, and I was going to be there with her, 
and I was going to feel at peace afterward because everything had been crossed and 
dotted and all those things. But when she was gone, I felt deeply disquieted.” 

After her mother’s passing at 65, Field, now 72, said she was left with something 
festering inside of  her. She compared it to having “a splinter that got into my foot 

that I didn’t see, and it was swelling, and I didn’t know what it was.”
Soon after, Field said she was invited by a friend to deliver a keynote address 

for an event at The Omega Institute in Rhinebeck, New York. After delivering her 
speech, which was over an hour long according to Field, it became “essentially the 
last chapter of  the book.” 

“After I had written it, and most especially, after I had stood in this dark room, 
with people, like this, like you, out there [in the crowd],” she said. “What I felt 
from them to me, me to them, you to me and me to you, so strengthened me and 
underlined something that had been right in front of  my face. I needed to write it all 
down. I needed to put the pieces all out in front of  me and see if  I could put them 
together and it would show me a picture that I couldn’t see otherwise.” 

In the discussion, Field was candid about vulnerable moments in her life, 
including the sexual abuse she experienced from her stepfather, the abortion she 
recieved at 17 and her struggles with eating disorders. 

While she was writing, Field said she did not originally write it to be read, but 
wrote it for herself. Field said she spent about seven years working on the book.

“Why has it become my best friend and my worst enemy, my closest confidant? 
I would be lonely without it and tormented with it,” she said. “I never had it out 
of  my sight. Even when I was… away, working on jobs, my day job… I had pages 
in my pockets, in my shoes, I would sit down to do a scene on something and they 
would say, ‘What’s that crinkling?’... I had to have it with me all the time.” 

Field, who is often celebrated as one of  the most beloved actresses of  her 
generation, was known for her notable roles in the television series Gidget and The 
Flying Nun, mini series Sybil, and movies Smokey and The Bandit, Norma Rae, 
Lincoln and more. 

“The craft of  acting had saved me because it forced me to go into parts of  me 
that I didn’t want to see and to own them and be them and absorb them,” Field 
said.

In lighter moments of  her discussion, Field was also asked questions from the 
audience about some of  her experiences working with famous actors and directors 
including Robin Williams, Tom Hanks and Steven Spielberg. 

When asked about her favorite roles, Field compared them to children, and 
jokingly said she could not choose a favorite because then “the other ones would get 
mad and turn on each other.” 

When asked about why she decided to title the book “In Pieces,” Field said she 
had to dig through pieces of  her life that she didn’t want to look at to ultimately find 
what was inside of  her. 

She said, “Only in allowing myself  to forgive myself, to own myself, to see myself, 
could I ever move on.”

Actress Sally Field visits Rider, talks literary memoir about her life

Actress Sally Field talked about her new book “In Pieces” where she shares her life struggles and her journey to 
womanhood. 
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Klotz said that while the position he is in is unique 
— a first-year college student suing his university — 
he was prepared to fight for WCC.

“When I came to WCC, I already had an immense 
passion and love for this institution because of  the 
impact it had on me before I even came here,” said 
Klotz. “In a sense, I kind of  knew what I was getting 
into when I came here and I was ready to stand up for 
the institution that I love a lot.”

However, he said the battle does add to his already-
hectic schedule and placed some blame on the upper 
administration for the issues he is confronting.

“Before this situation began several years ago, 
WCC had the full complement of  very large classes of  
students,” said Klotz. “The situation has been brought 
on by Rider University, frankly, for no reason.”

Associate Vice President for University Marketing 
and Communications Kristine Brown said that the 
university had just recently been made aware of  the 
new complaint but said the suit had nothing new from 
the other lawsuits.

“Rider continues to move forward with its work 
to bring the Westminster Choir College programs to 
Lawrenceville for the fall of  2020 and to take the steps 
necessary to secure a real future for WCC and Rider 
University,” said Brown. “Rider is a great university 
and we intend to continue to implement our Strategic 
Plan for the benefit of  all of  Rider, including WCC.”

Ultimately, Klotz said that many students at WCC 

are hoping that the consolidation will be stopped in 
court.

“The biggest thing that the students here are 
holding onto is that our case in court will prevail,” 
said Klotz.

Echoing the concerns raised in the complaint, 
Afran said that Rider was going to dismantle the 
quality of  WCC in order to gain finances for the 
university.

“There are many ways to bring money to Rider 
University — they do not have to destroy the choir 
college,” said Afran. “President Dell’Omo and [Rider 
Vice President of  Legal Affairs Mark] Solomon have 
been fixated on this for two and a half  years and they 
can’t get off  this track, which is simply going to run 
down an empty cliff.” 

To read the full lawsuit, go to www.theridernews.com

Westminster students 
spearhead massive lawsuit
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

By Tatyanna Carman and Gabrielle Waid

RESEARCH methods professor for the counseling 
undergraduate program, Christina Peterson along 
with two graduate students had their article, “A 
National Survey of  Counselors’ Use of  Five Types 

of  Program Evaluation,” published in the national jour-
nal Counseling Outcomes Research and Evaluation. 

Peterson collaborated with graduate students 
Kaitlyn Schmid ‘19 and René Kososki. The article 
revealed the factors and obstacles that kept counselors 
from conducting research, according to Peterson. 

“I thought that would enable me to construct the 
course a little bit different to address some of  those 
obstacles,” Peterson said. “So that was really what 
we were doing, trying to understand where they run 
into real obstacles and what we need to be doing as 
counselor educators to help them overcome them, so 
they can actually engage in evidence based practice.” 

She chose the two students based on their 
capabilities and perspectives. Schmid works as a school 
counselor while Kososki works in a clinical setting, 
according to Peterson. Peterson had been working on 
the article three years prior to recruiting Schmid and 
Kososki for further research in February 2019. Schmid 
said that the process took eight months, including, 
“planning our roles, analyzing the data, solidifying our 
findings, writing up our work, editing and submitting it 

for publishing.” She also said that one of  the obstacles 
that kept school counselors from conducting research 
was time and the main obstacle for clinical counselors 
was reimbursement. 

“We found though, that the stigma of  using 
research in practice has significantly lowered and more 
professionals are very open to using it in their daily 
practice. School counselors seemed to use more single 
case evaluations, tracking students over time while 
mental health and other counselors are doing more 
summative purposes,” she said. 

Schmid also described how she felt once Peterson 
told her that the article was published in the national 
journal. 

“I was ecstatic for many reasons. I was so happy 
and grateful for Dr. Peterson for recruiting me to do 
this research with her. It showed me I was capable of  
something I didn’t know I was,” she said. “It showed 
me that I can do further research to continue to 
advocate for my profession, which I plan on doing. 
And it was extremely exciting having my first article 
published because it is a very difficult but rewarding 
process.” 

She also shared how the accomplishment affects the 
Rider community.

“I believe it shows how incredible Rider is, how 
incredible the professors are in the Rider community. 

Truly, you have a wonderful chance to build 
relationships with your professors, who in turn, believe 
and push you to step outside of  your comfort zone, and 
help you succeed in doing so,” she said.

Peterson also said what she aspired for her students 
to gain from the experience. 

“My hope is that they learn what the process really 
is from start to finish, it’s a long process,” she said. “It’s 
almost a dialogue with the scientific community and 
I hope they learned that piece, that anything going 
into the literature is a dialogue its not a single person’s 
voice.” 

Schmid explained that she has already implemented 
the things she’s learned into her work as a school 
counselor by implementing evidence-based framework 
and creating a needs assessment to evaluate the needs 
of  students. 

“I am very thankful to Dr. Peterson and Rene 
[Kososki], they are an amazing team and it was such 
a great experience learning how to go through the 
process of  publishing an article. I am grateful to have 
learned how to go through this process and how I can 
truly use this platform to advocate for my profession.” 

A professor and her students get counseling article published in national journal
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Oree illustrates black beauty in black-and-white
By Qur’an Hansford

LAST week the Rider University Art Gallery hosted an exhibit entitled “I’m Still 
Black” presented by artist Osmyn J. Oree. The exhibit debuted 17 black-and-
white tremendous photographs of  black people portraying themselves in everyday 
situations. 

Oree intended to bring a new face to Rider’s campus, a face that is not ordinarily 
portrayed in the arts or in the best light in the public eye. The artist normalized the 
black body through his exhibit by using various shapes, sizes, hairstyles and clothing. 
Oree beautifully conveyed the juxtaposition of  being black and vulnerable. 

The images closely resembled paintings, due to the high definition of  the camera, 
as well as the smoothness of  the skin of  the models. Every strand of  hair shown 
embodied the texture of  kink and coil, while the skin had natural features such as 
dimples, wrinkles and stretch marks. This series of  images told the honest story of  
ordinary people living their lives unapologetically. The amount of  transparency and 
vulnerability expressed through the images was hard to ignore, and it was as if  the 
artist had a personal connection to every single one of  his inspirations. There were no 
smiling faces. However, the eyes of  Oree’s muses spoke volumes.

Oree prides himself  on why he tends to not photograph models for his art because 
he strictly did not want the subjects to pose. The art that is displayed comes from 
unconscious gestures or their current emotions. Oree tells them to freeze, then snaps 
the captivating shot exemplifying the normalcy and natural state of  black people.

“There is a reason behind everything I do, everything has a reason. The large 
format was to help me slow down and actually focus on the people I am photographing. 
I made [the images] black and white because it is a black and white issue quite literally. 
This comes from me being bullied in high school for who I was, how I dressed and 
how I acted. I set out on a journey to find people that related to me in a way that felt 
they can share their story. But as they go through this they realize there are many ways 
to be black and even though I may dress a different way, wear different shoes or play 
different sports, I’m still black,” said Oree. 

The last image of  the showcase and the face of  Oree’s black-and-white exhibit was 
none other than his Uncle Fred. Oree became emotional when speaking of  his uncle, 
whose wisdom and stories motivated Oree’s art. 

“I really did not know I was going to be the face, [Osmyn] wanted to get a photo of  
me and I said OK. We took that photo on the campus of  Franklin and Marshall where 
I went to school in the 50s and we took it on the football field on the home side. I was 
the first black quarterback,” said Uncle Fred. “Going to F&M there was only four black 
students in my class in 1954 and when I finished in 1958 we had eight black students. I 

am probably the fourth oldest black student that attended Franklin and Marshall.”
The setting in the art gallery was intimate, the faces of  these art enthusiasts 

resembled the ones hung up on the walls as well as many curious faces of  those who 
admired Oree’s work and wanted to know more. The audience was able to look 
through the eyes and the lens of  Oree to grasp a better understanding of  what is to be 
ordinarily black.

When asked what was his next step, the artist expressed he does not have any plans 
of  stopping any time soon. 

“I still have new people to meet and all kinds of  ideas, so this project is far from 
over.”

They scare because they care: DPhiE’s fundraiser
By Christian McCarville

IT is always inspiring to see students come together in support of  a common cause. 
Planned Parenthood (PP): Generation Action, is an organization on campus that 
is a perfect example of  unity, as it is led by women determined to make a positive 
change in their communities.
“The goals of  this organization at Rider are to most importantly give students 

a place where they feel free to be 
themselves and talk about a variety of  
social issues that bother them, striving 
to enact positive change in the world 
around us,” said President of  PP: 
Generation Action Riley Rue. “Another 
goal is to bring to light issues regarding 
sexual health and freedom, reproductive 
healthcare rights and a myriad of  other 
social justice issues.”

 The organization was originally 
started by Lindsay Alvarado in 2004 
under the name VOX: Voices for 
Planned Parenthood. The organization 
operated under the name until 2018.

“Last fall, I reached out to PP and 
they immediately got us registered 
under the organization’s new name: 
Generation Action.  Since then, we 
have traveled to [Washington D.C.] 
twice and have built up a large following 
on campus through constantly tabling,’’ 
said Rue.

The organization contains board members Rue, Vice President Joyce 
Monserrate, Treasurer Sammi Triolo and Secretary Brenna Damminger.

On Oct. 24, PP hosted a sex toy bingo event at 8 p.m. in the Science and 
Technology Center. 

“Sex Toy Bingo was our first big event on campus and the turnout was much 
bigger than we ever expected,” said Rue. “It was hectic at first since there were 
more people than we had supplies, but we made everything work in the end and 
had an incredible night giving away free sex toys and PP swag.”

“Many people have a misconception on what exactly PP is [and] does. PP 
provides STD testing and treatment, mammograms, infertility treatment and so 
much more. Many think they only provide abortions, but that is a common fallacy. 
Planned Parenthood is super important and it is necessary to become educated on 
what they provide,” said sophomore sociology major Gina Ceccarelli. 

While this was an entertaining event and many free prizes were given out, the 
main purpose of  this event was to educate those who attended.

“This event was created with the intention of  educating Rider’s community 
about a variety of  topics circulating around sexual health and wellness. Each term 
on the bingo card was projected alongside its definition to introduce students to 

new and old 
information 
regarding 
sexual health 
education,” 
said Rue.

Attendees 
were also able 
to complete 
a Title X 
postcard to 
be sent to 
legislators in 
order to combat 
the recent 
“gag rule” 
which would 
impact funding 
for Planned 
Parenthood.
“Recently, 

the Trump 
administration 

passed a ‘gag rule’ that bars healthcare providers from recieiving federal funding 
if  they even so much as mention abortion to their patients. This is a direct attack 
against PP and its patients, who are mostly low-income families who rely on PP for 
necessary healthcare such as cancer screenings and basic physical check-ups,” said 
Rue. 

“The postcards that were completed will be sent out to legislators, urging them 
to speak out against the gag rule.”

The event was influential to all who attended, informing students about a wide 
variety of  topics. It is evident that this event was a great success and the goals 
of  Planned Parenthood: Generation Action were met. Other informative and 
entertaining events will be held by PP are sure to be seen in the near future.

Planned Parenthood plans Sex Toy Bingo
By Liz O’Hara

STUDENTS and families do not have to travel far for a spooky experience this 
Halloween season. The sisters of  National Panhellenic Conference sorority Delta 
Phi Epsilon (DPE) will open their doors on Homecoming and Family Weekend to 
host a haunted house that raises money for one of  their philanthropic causes.  

 The tradition began 11 years ago and has grown in popularity, bringing the entire 
Rider community together to raise money for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

 Junior finance major and DPE’s Philanthropy Chair Lauren Matticoli said that in 
past years it has been widely successful, as the chapter has helped raise thousands of  
dollars for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

Visitors will work their way around the house with about 30 sisters dressed in 
costume and waiting to provide frights.While this is an ongoing event for the sorority, 
students and families can expect lots of  twists and turns this year as the sisters have 
added new, spooky elements to their display. 

“I don’t want to give away too many spoilers, but this year there will not be any 
tour guides walking guests through the house. Guests will walk through in their own 
groups, so prepared to be scared,” Matticoli said.

 With the purchasing of  costumes and decorations, and all of  the preparation and 
planning that goes into the event, it is no surprise that visitors are bound to have a 
frightful time. It is actually many of  the sisters’ favorite events of  the year.

 Matticoli says her favorite part “is watching guest’s facial expressions as they walk 
through.” 

“I enjoy seeing them scream and be scared, as I know my sisters and I are doing a 
good job putting on a show,” Matticoli said. 

 Sophomore global supply chain management major and DPE sister Kate Nash is 
excited for the event after experiencing it first as a freshman. 

 “I’m excited for the event to come together to raise money and awareness for 
Cystic Fibrosis. Last year as a freshman, I went to the haunted house so I’m excited 
to actually be a part of  it on the other side.”

 In addition to the $3 suggested donation to walk the haunted halls, visitors can 
purchase baked goods and tickets for gift basket raffles with all proceeds benefiting 
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. This year’s grand prize raffle is Apple AirPods.

 You do not have to be a Rider student to get in on the fun and bringing family 
and friends is encouraged. All ages are welcome to walk through the haunted house, 
but the spooky costumes may scare the little ones. That is why a special version of  the 
experience, called “Monsters Be Nice,” is offered for young kids to collect candy and 
participate.

Matticoli spoke to the event’s impact on the community, saying that many people 
look forward to attending every year and it has become known as one of  the best 
events on campus created entirely by students.  

Since it is held on Family and Homecoming weekend, “it also helps bring the 

Rider community together, as there are treats in the basement for sale and couches to 
lounge on, where families can hang out and spend time together,” she said. 

The DPE haunted house will take place on Nov. 1 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Nov. 
2 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

National Panhellenic Conference sorority Delta Phi Epsilon hosts a spooky haunted house event 
with the goal of raising money for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Students are invited to enter, but 
families are also welcomed as the event will take place during Homecoming and Family Weekend.

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f C

ar
le

y 
H

ay
on

 o
f D

el
ta

 P
hi

 E
ps

ilo
n

All treats, no tricks: See the staff’s Halloween costumes

Managing Editor Lauren Minore as a “VSCO” 
Girl.

Copy Editor Nicoletta Feldman as Boo from 
“Monsters, Inc.”

All photos taken by Stephanie Jessiman/The Rider News.

News Editor Tatyanna Carman as a 
fairy.Features & Entertainment Editor Christian 

McCarville as the newspaper.

Features & Entertainment Editor Jason 
Mount as Shaggy from “Scooby Doo.”

Sports Editor Austin Ferguson as a referee.Copy Editor Amanda Fogarty (left) and Design Manager 
Gabriella LaVerdi as a devil and a cheetah.

Opinion Editor Qur’an Hansford as 
a lifeguard.

Sports editor Dylan Manfre as 
an “annoying guy with a guitar at 
a party.”
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Osmyn J. Oree’s artwork has his subjects freeze in their natural states as he takes their photo. His art 
exemplifies the beauty in the normalcy of black people.

The crowd who attended PP’s Sex Toy Bingo event filled the entire auditorium of the Science and Technology Center Building.
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I WILL spare the skepticism and give 
my opinion as it is actually pretty 
simple: Student-athletes should be 
allowed to profit off their name, 

image and likeness. They should not 
receive a check from an institution for 
merely participating in a game.

That is similar to the NCAA 
student-athletes experience with the 
hierarchy which rakes in around 
$900 million from its March Madness 
basketball tournament every year, 
according to a USA Today article 
published in March 2019. According 
to USA Today, that amount comes 
from commercials and ticket sales as 
well as sponsorships.

College athletes do not touch a 
single penny of  that astronomically 
large sum of  money. 

If  they want to hold a summer 
camp…fine. If  they want to pocket 
prize money for playing in a summer 
league or tournament…fine. Be in a 
commercial for a sports company like 
Gatorade or Nike? That should be 
acceptable too.

In the eyes of  the multi-billion 
dollar industry, the NCAA, if  a 
student-athlete considers any of  
those things, they would risk ruining 
a part of  their lives they have held 
close since they were children.

Sophomore sports marketing 
major Marc Picinic said he believes 
the NCAA needs to change its rules 
at a national level.

“I do think it really should be a 
nation-wide thing because it’s unfair 
for schools, in my opinion, to benefit 
off  of  these students who work hard 
day in and day out and get absolutely 
nothing for it,” he said.

Former Rider track and field 
hurdler Sara Gardner was a paid 
runway and editorial model. She 
said it helped pay for her college 
expenses.

Additionally, in a previous 
interview, Gardner told me that 
Nike, Under Armour and Adidas 
offered her modeling deals. It was 
very surprising to me that those 
companies would even think about 
doing such a thing knowing if  she 
had accepted, her National Letter of  
Intent contract would be broken.

She would no longer be allowed 
to run at a collegiate level. In my 
opinion, that is the biggest problem.

Soon California will issue a 
bill allowing athletes to profit off  
their name, image and likeness 
beginning in 2023. This is the first 
bill of  its kind. New York and Florida 
proposed similar bills, however, 
neither of  which have been passed.

New York’s bill would give 
student-athletes 15% of  the revenue 
their sport produces.

If  Florida’s bill passes, it would 
have athletes being compensated by 
next year.

When I spoke with Rider Athletic 
Director Don Harnum, he said 
something that surprised me.

“Most Division I schools do not 
ticket for their events. We do not 
ticket for soccer, field hockey, tennis, 
baseball. Is it 15% of  ticket sales for 
just the ticketed athletes? I don’t have 
that answer. What if  ticket sales don’t 
cover your expenses? They’re getting 
15% of  a revenue that really does not 
exist,” said Harnum.

I see where Harnum is coming 
from regarding this. Rider is likely 
not one of  those schools that runs 
major profits from sports. He is 
referencing those large 25,000-plus 
student body population Power Five 
schools, such as Alabama, LSU, 
Kentucky, Duke and Penn State, to 
name a few.

Sometimes people overlook the 
fact that these bills cover all sports. 
Yes, the golf  team will not deliver 
revenues anywhere near comparable 
to a university’s basketball or football 
program, but they are still NCAA 
athletes and are subjected to the 
same regulations.

If  the school were to write checks 
to players, that is where I see the 
NCAA’s argument that the lines of  
amateurism and professionalism are 
blurred. In the NBA, the best players 
get the most money; the bottom-of-
the-roster players get paid little.

The same would happen in 
college.

Redshirt junior forward Fred 
Scott said it would ruin the team’s 
chemistry if  one of  Rider’s starters 
were to be paid more than the 
seventh or eighth man on the roster. 
However, that is the nature of  a pay 
scale.

Before anyone asks, yes, I am 
conscious that not every Division I 
athlete has a scholarship, which is 
another reason why they would want 
to be paid. Some athletes who have 
a “full tuition scholarship” only have 
their tuition covered. They still pay 
for housing and other fees.

I am sure they are grateful for 
the money they receive. In an 
interview, Scott told me he views his 
scholarship as compensation. I think 
that is the right way of  looking at it 
too.

Student-athletes can make 
money. They can work outside 
jobs, on campus, etc. I know plenty 
who do. But, for the NCAA to say 
you cannot make money from a 
YouTube channel you have, where 
you post videos kicking a football, for 
example, is absurd.

I have gotten to know various 
student-athletes through covering 
Rider games as well as postgame 
interviews. Their work ethic is 
second to none: It is time for them to 
be treated fairly. 
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Popularity makes profit
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I think after 13 or 14 years old you 
shouldn't be trick-or-treating anymore.” 
Lauren Minore, Managing editor 

What is the cut-off age for Trick-or-Treating?
The editorial staff of The Rider News responds.

Opinion
SENIOR SEARCHINGS  

 No more treats: When should we stop trick-or-treating?

AS Halloween quickly approaches, I find myself  thinking about what I miss 
from the holiday as a child. Decorating the house with my mom, spending 
hours deciding on which costume I wanted to wear for the big day and most 
importantly, trick-or-treating.

Trick-or-treating is the staple of  Halloween. I participated until I was 13, which 
was when I started staying home to watch scary movies. Although, I appreciated 
others my age that still went out in search of  free candy.

It came as a shock to me when I heard that Chesapeake, Virginia, passed a 
town ordinance declaring that anyone over the age of  13 caught trick-or-treating 
will face fines and jail sentences up to six months. I was even more shocked when 
it was rumored that a similar law could potentially be passed in Upper Deerfield 
Township, New Jersey. Thankfully, New Jersey has no such laws and these rumors 
are just rumors. However, it did make me wonder: What age do people feel they 
have to stop trick-or-treating?

There does not seem to be any specific age that people stop going door to door, 
mostly stopping between the ages of  12 and 16, according to Time magazine. 

Junior theater major Rebecca Ponticello falls into this statistic, citing 
Superstorm Sandy as the reason for her stopping.

“The last time I planned to go trick-or-treating was the year of  Superstorm 
Sandy,” she said. “The weather was too bad to go out so I didn’t, and then every 
year after that I always had rehearsals or show days on Halloween, so I could 
never go out.”

Many other college students agree that the strongest storm of  2012 was the 
reason they stopped trick-or-treating, whether it be due strictly to the storm or a 
mixture of  bad weather and growing out of  the traditional Halloween experience.

Though not all teenagers stop trick-or-treating due to age. Senior dance major 
Rose Conroy-Voza said that she continued the tradition well into her sophomore 
year of  college.

“I was a community assistant for Lake House, and a bunch of  my residents and 
I dressed up and went out to houses around Lawrenceville,” Conroy-Voza said. 
“The people in the houses were cool with it too. They even seemed excited about 
it. They asked us ‘Are you students at Rider?’ and we all said yes and then they 
gave us candy.”

For Conroy-Voza, trick-or-treating past the age of  12 is not odd. In fact, she 
claims it is normal for teens in her hometown to trick-or-treat until they leave for 
college.

“I did it all through high school too,” she said. “In Pitman, all of  the friend 
groups coordinate their costumes. One year my friends and I went as Disney 
characters.” 

To hear that the homeowners in Lawrenceville did not turn away costumed 

college kids during Halloween was a surprise, but as I researched more, it made 
sense.

In the words of  author and etiquette expert Catherine Newman, “If  a 17-year-
old wants to dress up with their friends and trade candy at the end of  the night, I 
think that’s great.”

Newman, the etiquette columnist for Real Simple magazine, said that people 
of  all ages can enjoy trick-or-treating, so long as they do not wear any horrifyingly 
scary costumes, knock on doors late at night and are polite in the process. 

“Really, as long as you say ‘please’ and ‘thank you,’ you’re good to go,” 
Newman said.

The columnist also notes that children with developmental disabilities can also 
enjoy trick-or-treating, and that they should not feel ashamed to be a little older 
but still like the holiday festivities.

As we grow older, we try to act mature as best as we can as soon as possible. 
Instead of  prowling the streets for free sweets, we go out to parties because it is 
what we believe is the grown-up thing to do. At some point, we internally cut 
ourselves off  from the joy of  trick-or-treating because we think it is not socially 
acceptable.

Halloween is intended to be a fun holiday, so much that some people celebrate 
for the entire month of  October. It is fine to go to parties when we become 
teenagers, but is also OK to continuing trick-or-treating if  we have fun with it. 
We should encourage children, teens and young adults to keep celebrating the 
spookiest day of  the year in whatever way they see fit, whether it be with free 
candy, costume parties or a marathon of  scary movies.

Jason Mount 
senior theater major

I stopped when my little sister 
made fun of  me for still trick-
or-treating my freshman year of  
high school.”
Stephen neukaM, executive 
editor 

I stopped trick-or-treating my freshman year of  
high school. I began to prefer meeting up with my 
family and seeing them in their costumes.”
chriStian MccarviLLe, featureS and entertainMent 
editor

I stopped trick-or-treating when I was 13. It 
seemed more fun to watch scary movies than to 
walk around to get candy.” 
JaSon Mount, featureS and entertainMent editor

I was 13 years old when I last went trick-or-
treating.” 
tatyanna carMan, newS editor 

I stopped when Hurricane Sandy 
happened and Gov. Chris Christie 
canceled it.”
dyLan Manfre, SportS editor

I stopped when I was 13. The following year, I 
met my boyfriend and we actually had our first date 
at an amusement park on Halloween and I’ve been 
with him every Halloween since.”
haiLey henSLey, newS editor

The last time I trick-or-
treated, Barack Obama was 
president.”
Qur'an hanSford, opinion 

editor

‘‘
‘‘

‘‘

‘‘

‘‘
‘‘

‘‘
‘‘
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Sports

By Dylan Manfre

CARLY Brosious and Julia Divorra have been 
essential to the field hockey team’s success in the 
2019 season.

The two sophomore midfielders built a 
unique connection, which transcends the playing field, 
but it makes their chemistry on the field that much 
better.

Their natural bond was clear in Rider’s 2-0 playoff-
clinching victory against Bryant on Oct. 25, which 
sent Rider to its 20th consecutive postseason berth.

The Broncs will be the No. 2 seed in the Northeast 
Conference (NEC) postseason tournament and have 
an anticipated matchup against the eventual No. 3 
seed Long Island University, which won 3-2 in double-
overtime against Sacred Heart on Oct. 25.

Brosious scored her 12th goal of  the season as time 
expired in the opening period. Divorra recorded her 
conference-leading 14th goal nine minutes into the 
game. She also leads the NEC with 34 points.

“We’ve always been really close, we were 
roommates last year,” Brosious said. “It just comes 
natural and we rely on each other a lot.”

Brosious’ incomparable energy has been a catalyst 
for the Broncs all year. While she may not have had 
the best look on the five other shots she took during 
the game, she sure was confident about them.

“I get my energy from the team,” Brosious 
said. “[Head Coach Lori Hussong] also said in the 
huddle how we pick each other up. We really helped 
each other all over the field and that little bit of  
communication gives you the confidence to really say 
‘I have that shot.’”

In Rider’s 4-1 victory over Hofstra on Oct. 20, 
Hussong switched up the offense and it proved to work 
well against Bryant.

After going through a week of  practice in the 
new set, Hussong was confident enough to use the 
formation, which featured four midfielders and two 
forwards, in a live-game situation.

“It was good in some ways and not so great because 
we did not have the offensive follow-up at times 
because we only had two kids in the circle and, our 
midfielders, when they started to get tired they were 
straggling behind,” Hussong said. “We switched in the 
fourth quarter to our traditional lineup and I think 
that was a good move because we really got some 
attack.”

It worked on both ends of  the field as Bryant (2-15, 
1-4 NEC) did not register a single shot through three 
quarters. The Bulldogs’ only first half  stats were 
credited to sophomore goalkeeper Marijn Jaarsma, 
who had 15 saves in her previous game. Jaarsma faced 
eight shots and registered four saves through the first 
30 minutes.

Though the Broncs recorded their first shutout 
of  the season, Hussong wanted to see more offense. 
She said the team could have done a better job at 
converting opportunities.

Without sophomore midfielder Kat Conroy, who 
was out with an ankle injury sustained at practice 
earlier in the week, Hussong gave freshman midfielder 
Maeve Riehman the nod in the starting lineup 
and was pleased with her performance given the 
circumstances of  a starter being injured.

“She did a great job. She’s played well all season,” 
Hussong said. “In the minutes we have put her on the 
field she has been very reliable and consistent. With 
every game she plays she gets more confident and it 
gives us a luxury of  moving [junior defender] Kaitlyn 
Flemming up to midfield which is really good for us.”

Hussong said that in Conroy’s absence, the starting 
spot is Riehman’s to lose.

Riehman was slated into the opening lineup for 
Rider’s fourth-ever match against Providence on Oct. 
27 and the team’s first time facing the Friars since 
2016.

The Broncs went down, 1-0, to the No. 25 ranked 
team in the country.

While Divorra did not register a goal, she 
continued her aggressive command of  the offense and 
had a team-high four shots.

Rider has its final NEC and regular season games 
to look forward to, both at Ben Cohen Field against 
Sacred Heart on Nov. 1 at 7 p.m. and Lock Haven 
on Nov. 3 at noon. Each game will be streamed on 
ESPN+.
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Sophomore midfielder Carly Brosious scored her 12th goal of the season in Rider’s 2-0 win against Bryant on Oct. 25.

F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Field Hockey clinches NEC postseason berth

C
ar

ol
o 

Pa
sc

al
e/

Th
e 

Ri
de

r N
ew

s

The Broncs headed back onto the field in their match against Bryant on Oct. 25.

Left: Sophomore Tess van Ommeren had one assist in the Broncs’ win over Bryant. Right: Sophomore midfielder Julia Divorra scored her NEC-
leading 14th goal of the season in Rider’s 2-0 victory.
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Field hockey gallery vs. Bryant
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Sports
W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

MAAC tournament awaits after Rider win
By Cameron Fitzpatrick

A PLAYOFF berth was on the line this past week as the women’s soccer team hoped 
to earn its ticket to the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) postseason 
tournament with two big games on the road against Canisius on Oct. 23 and 
Monmouth on Oct. 26.

Rider scored a 2-1 victory over Canisius. Both teams’ defenses were able to hold 
each other’s offenses from scoring for the entire first half  of  the contest.

The Broncs got on the board in the 77th minute as freshman forward Hailey 
Russell belted a shot to put Rider up 1-0.

Junior goalkeeper Carmen Carbonell maintained a shutout game until the 86th 
minute when a shot by Golden Griffin freshman midfielder Hannah Marpugo tied 
the game 1-1.

The Broncs needed a clutch performance to officially clinch a postseason spot. 
Russell helped that cause in the 99th minute when she scored her second goal of  the 
game in overtime to secure the win for the Broncs, 2-1.

“Scoring [that goal] was a great feeling, especially to determine if  we won the 
game or not and to get a secured spot in the playoffs,” said Russell, who extended 
her team-leading goal total to six, on her game-winning shot. “However, we win or 
lose as a team and it was a great team effort as everyone was determined to win.”

Russell’s efforts earned her MAAC Rookie of  the Week on Oct. 28, the league 
announced.

The win secured at least a top-four seed for the Broncs in the MAAC 
Tournament. However, Rider’s next challenge came against the first placed 
Monmouth Hawks.

Head Coach Drayson Hounsome said that the team’s travels were a huge 
concern for the Broncs when it came to getting proper rest before the game.

“Travel fatigue plays such an important role in soccer performance,” Hounsome 
said. “The issue was magnified as we were playing in Buffalo and traveling seven 
hours there and back. Monmouth was provided seven days of  rest, which is a 
significant disadvantage for any team to overcome.”

The Hawks went on to win the game 4-0 and clinch the top seed in the MAAC.
Russell and Hounsome spoke more about how the team will attempt to bounce 

back from the loss.
“Monmouth is a highly skilled team,” Russell said. “I think our team will respond 

well to this game. We need to step our game up when we meet them again. I think 
our team will push ourselves even more now, and fight to get a ring this year.”

“The team did their best, but in a fatigued state. Every pass, first touch, explosive 
action and movement was impaired around 30%,” Hounsome added. “Against 
any team that is fresh and fully rested, a 30% deficit in every area is very tough — 
almost impossible — to overcome. With appropriate rest and recovery, the game 
outcome would have likely been quite different.” 

The Broncs will finish the regular season against Iona on Oct. 30 at Ben Cohen 
Field, then begin the MAAC tournament at home on Nov. 3.

Junior goalkeeper Carmen Carbonell held a shutout until the 86th minute against Canisius on Oct. 23.
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By Kristopher Aponte and Austin Ferguson

A LAST-MINUTE handball spoiled the Broncs’ chances for a senior day win against 
Marist on Oct. 26 after defeating Siena, 1-0, on Oct. 23.

The Broncs traveled to Loudonville, New York, to take on Siena, which 
they defeated 5-0 in their last meeting on Oct. 27, 2018.

 The first half  was quiet on both sides, as neither team could find the back 
of  the net in the first 45 minutes. A combined five shots went off  in the first half, 
none of  which were on key.

Siena sent its lone on-goal shot in the 55th minute that was saved by junior 
goalkeeper Pablo Gatinois Rider put four shots on goal in the second half, one of  
which came off  the foot of  redshirt junior Pablo DeCastro in the 78th minute and 
found its way to the goal to put Rider up 1-0. The score was the only one of  the 
match as the Broncs clinched a narrow victory over the Saints.

The Broncs sat just above a .500 winning percentage seeking to push themselves 
higher in the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) standings at Ben Cohen 
Field for Rider’s senior day match against Marist.

The Broncs entered the game energized and ready to play but struggled early 
trying to control Marist’s offensive attack, allowing four shots on goal in the first 
half, none of  which reached the back of  the net. 

Rider’s offense had a difficult time getting off  shots in the first half. The Broncs 
attempted just two shots, with only one being on target. Senior forward Clement 
Bourret’s shot in the fourth minute was taken toward the bottom center of  the net 
but was saved by Marist goalkeeper Samuel Ilin.

The Broncs defense continued to allow seams to go through, but Gatinois kept 
them from passing the post and allowed a scoreless first half.

Junior midfielder Taner Bay snapped the scoreless game with a high right corner 

shot, assisted by junior midfielder Francisco Gomez Olano and junior back Sergio 
Aguinaga to put Rider up 1-0.

“I was trailing the play a little bit and saw [Gomez Olano] coming down the 
sideline and just called for him to cut it back and I knew I got an opening and I hit 
it and see where I went and it ended up working,” said Bay.

As the game continued, Marist continued to put pressure on the Broncs back 
line and in the 77th minute, Marist’s Allen Gavilanes found the back of  the net to 
equalize the score.  

Just as it seemed this physical battle between Rider and Marist was going to an 
overtime period, senior Aaron Robinson committed a handball in the box with 11 
seconds left on the clock. 

Marist’s Achterkamp Huib cashed in on the opportunity and scored the penalty 
to secure the 2-1 win for Marist.

Rider Head Coach Charlie Inverso spoke on the team’s ability to regroup after 
the loss to Marist.

“This is a resilient group of  guys and fighters,” Inverso said. “We’ve been 
fighting back from behind the past five years.” 

With two games remaining in the regular season, the Broncs are holding on 
to the sixth and last spot in the MAAC tournament seeding with a 3-3-2 record, 
though they are just a point behind Manhattan and Marist and two points behind 
third-place Quinnipiac. Niagara sits just a point below Rider with a 3-4-1 record. 
Saint Peter’s and Iona remain in first and second place with 7-1 and 5-1-1 records 
respectively.

The Broncs hit the road for their last regular season road match on Oct. 30 when 
Rider takes on Iona at 3 p.m.

M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Broncs fighting for spot in postseason tournament

Junior goalkeeper Pablo Gatinois completed his fourth shutout of the season in Rider’s 1-0 victory against Siena on Oct. 23.
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Freshman middle hitter Morgan Koch recorded 13 kills in the Broncs’ 3-1 victory over Siena on Oct. 27.

Inside today: 
Women’s soccer 
clinches playoff 
berth.  Page 11

By Austin Ferguson

THE Broncs continued their winning ways from the 
prior week with a sweep of  Marist on Oct. 26 and 
a 3-1 victory over Siena on Oct. 27.

Freshman opposite hitter Morgan Romano 
was awarded her ninth-straight Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference (MAAC) Rookie of  the Week and 
her second MAAC Player of  the Week on Oct. 29.

Rider took the trip to upstate New York to compete 
against Marist in an afternoon matchup. The Broncs 
lost their last match with the Red Foxes on Sept. 29 in 
a back-and-forth five-set match.

Despite the final score, Rider had to earn every 
point it scored against Marist. In the first set, the Red 
Foxes were first to reach 25 points. The Broncs had 
sat right under them at 24 points, forcing the set to 
continue.

Rider and Marist traded scores until a kill, which 
results from a direct score from a non-returnable hit, 
from junior outside hitter Ali Ward and an error from 
Marist outside hitter Megan Fergus solidified the 
29-27 set victory for the Broncs.

In the second set, the Broncs looked to pull away 
when they took a 22-19 lead in the set. Marist surged 
back and took a 24-23 lead in the set. Rider’s hitters 
thwarted the Red Foxes’ attempted comeback with 
successive scores from Ward, freshman middle hitter 
Morgan Koch and Romano to win the second set, 
26-24.

The Broncs were operating from behind early on in 
the third set when they found themselves down 5-1 to 
begin the set. 

Rider fought back to take a 9-8 lead in the third 
frame, then battled back-and-forth with Marist. The 
Broncs and the Red Foxes found themselves past the 
25-point threshold again as neither team was able 
to pull ahead. Back-to-back kills from senior middle 
hitter Evelyn Shanefield and Ward cemented the 
29-27 set victory and the hard-fought sweep over 
Marist.

Rider Head Coach Jeff  Rotondo said the match 
was a “great test of  the team’s grit and coming out on 
the winning end of  those three close sets.”

 “We talk a lot about our ability to recover from 
bad points quickly and move on,” Rotondo said. 
“The team did a phenomenal job of  making sure they 
recovered within 2-3 seconds to any point lost [against 
Marist], and really played together.”

Sophomore setter Anilee Sher attributed the team’s 
high level of  energy toward the tough win over Marist.

“We played like we were up the whole time and the 
energy and momentum that we had throughout the 
game carried us to the end,” said Sher.

Rotondo also introduced a thought process that 
originated 900 miles from Rider’s campus for the 
Broncs to use on the court against Marist and in 
future games.

“We implemented a mindset of  staying aggressive 
and going for it that we stole from the University of  
Florida soccer team,” Rotondo said. “Something 
they call ‘stay green,’ which means to stay aggressive 
and go for it, like a green light. The team drew green 
dots on their hands prior to the match as a constant 
reminder.”

Romano and Ward led the way for Rider in kills 
with 21 and 14 respectively. Senior libero Rachelle 
Runyon led the match with 20 digs and junior 
defensive specialist Danielle Blanco registered 12 digs 
of  her own.

Sher, who was playing in her hometown of  
Poughkeepsie, had a match-high 41 assists and 
registered seven digs. 

“Playing at Marist is my favorite game of  the 
season,” Sher said. “I feel so much love and support 
when we go there and I love playing in front of  my 
friends and family.”

The Broncs remained in New York when they 
traveled to Loudonville to take on Siena. Rider won 
its previous match against the Saints on Sept. 28 in 
Lawrenceville, New Jersey, 3-1.

After scoring the first point in the set, Rider found 
itself  trying to catch up the entire first set and dropped 
it, 25-21.

“After the emotional and mentally taxing win 
against Marist the day before, I had a sense we could 
be a little flat to start against Siena,” Rotondo said. 

“In addition, we did not have a lot of  time to prep 
their mounds for Siena, as we had just gone over 
scouting that morning.”

The second set, similar to the sets against Marist, 
was a close one. Neither team was able to pull away 
with a large lead. Tied at 24, Romano registered a kill 
followed by a service ace to take the set, 26-24.

Though the third set was close, Rider held onto 
a lead for the entire set and won, 25-22. The Broncs 
were also ahead for the entire fourth set, but unlike the 
previous sets, they succeeded in a blowout, 25-12, and 
won the match, 3-1.

Rider’s starting hitters all registered double digits 
in kills, with Romano, Koch and Ward recording 14, 
13 and 10 kills respectively. Romano also recorded 17 
digs, which tied Runyon with the team lead. 

Sher recorded her seventh double-double of  the 
season and finished the match with 46 assists and 10 
digs. 

After their 2-0 weekend and fourth-straight win, 
the Broncs sit tied for fourth in the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference (MAAC) standings with Marist 
with an 8-4 record. 

“The players have been tremendous in the buy-in 
and preparation,” Rotondo said. “That gave them the 
opportunity to go 4-0 over these last 4 games, all of  
which were on the road.”

Fairfield remains atop the MAAC with an 
undefeated conference record in 10 matches. Canisius 
and Niagara also place above Rider in a second-place 
tie with 8-3 records.

The Broncs return home on Nov. 2 and 3 to take 
on both second-place MAAC teams in a pair of  
Alumni Gymnasium showdowns. Rider will take on 
Canisius on Nov. 2 at 12 p.m. and Niagara on Nov. 3 
at 1 p.m.

“The momentum we have gained from winning 
four straight games is very crucial to our season,” Sher 
said. “Moving up in the standings heading into the 
MAAC tournament is very important for us to help 
with our momentum and confidence.”

V O L L E Y B A L L

Rider sweeps Marist, rallies past Siena
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