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Administration reveals cost of consolidation plan at private WCC meeting
By Stephen Neukam 

IN a private meeting with faculty, staff  and students 
at Westminster Choir College (WCC), members of  
Rider’s administration revealed further plans for the 
Princeton campus’ consolidation to Lawrenceville 

and answered questions from attendees on Oct. 6.
President Gregory Dell’Omo announced that 

the renovations and additions to the Lawrenceville 
campus are projected to cost between $16 million and 
$20 million. 

He reaffirmed that the campus would indeed move 
in September 2020 and attempted to dispute some 
criticisms of  the university’s decision.

Dell’Omo said that WCC always operated at least 
at a $1.7 million to $2.3 million deficit every year, 
barring two years when “two large gifts” upended that 
trend. 

In 2017, when Dell’Omo said that the 
consolidation would not serve WCC well, the 
projection of  the costs was between $30 million and 
$35 million.

The president also said that following the proposed 
sale to Kaiwen, a Chinese company that agreed to 
purchase the choir college before the deal fell apart in 
July, the Board of  Trustees considered closing WCC 
or moving forward with a consolidation plan.

Vice President for Facilities and University 
Operations Michael Reca said that the costs for the 
move may increase and detailed the proposals in 
place.

In the basement of  Gill Chapel, the university 
is proposing 12 to 14 practice rooms. Along with 
renovations to the inside of  the existing Fine Arts 
Center (FA), there are plans for a 25,000-foot addition 
that will include practice rooms, faculty offices, 
rehearsal spaces and piano labs. Omega House will 
be renovated over the summer to be the temporary 
housing place for faculty. 

The renovations to Gill Chapel and Omega House 
are expected to be completed by fall 2020. The FA 
project will not be done until fall 2021, according to 
Reca.

Reca also revealed that space would be found for 
all of  the materials being moved from Talbott Library 
to Moore Library.

Freshman musical education and sacred music 
major Jordan Klotz said that he was assured by the 
fact that Reca, who was the director of  facilities at the 
choir college from 1992 to 1994, worked on WCC 
facilities in the past. However, he lamented that the 
buildings on the Lawrenceville campus were not what 
is in Princeton.

“The choral rehearsal that we have here has been 
described by our director of  choral activities, who is 
one of  the biggest names in choral conducting in the 
world, as potentially, if  not the best rehearsal hall in 
the world, then in the top five,” said Klotz.

Vice President of  Legal Affairs and General 
Counsel Mark A. Solomon provided the university’s 
legal interpretation of  the WCC situation. 

Solomon said that contrary to the claims of  others 
in legal disputes, Rider owns the Princeton campus 
and can sell the property. He rested this view on the 
fact that the Princeton Theological Seminary gave 
all of  its rights and title to WCC when the choir 
college and Rider merged in the 1990s, according to 
Solomon. 

Solomon said that the endowment of  WCC would 
continue to go toward the college’s programs.

Bruce Afran, the attorney for the Westminster 
Foundation, which is the group that is attempting to 
block the school’s move in court, could not be reached 
for comment in time for publication.

In a highly emotional meeting, with a number 
of  audience members crying, students and 
faculty delivered impassioned statements to the 
administration and raised questions and concerns 
about the move. 

Klotz said that students were right to be engaged in 
any measure to keep WCC in Princeton because “we 
perceive this as the complete upheaval of  everything 
we know.”

“Although we are open to change, we want 
change to come in the right way,” said Klotz. “If  it 
is inevitable we must move to the [Lawrenceville] 
campus, we can take it. But we want the essence of  
WCC to remain.”

At the end of  the meeting, the students stood up 
and began to sing “The Lord Bless You and Keep 
You,” which the WCC community came together and 
sang on Sept. 11, 2001, and which students perform at 
the end of  every concert.

“It is comforting and it shows unity among 
students and we always hold hands when we do it,” 
said Klotz. “It was followed by a lot of  crying. What 
was really cool about that was to see the faces of  the 
administration — they recognized our resolve and 
they recognized that we were united.”

President Gregory Dell’Omo revealed a $16 million consolidation plan. 

Provost provokes concerns in warning to faculty 
By Stephen Neukam

PROVOST and Vice President for Academic Affairs DonnaJean 
Fredeen sparked fears about academic freedom when she issued 
a statement to faculty in which she condemned “divisive” 
commentary on Westminster Choir College (WCC) in classrooms 

in an email on Oct. 3.
In the shadow of  the statement, at least one faculty member was 

warned that incivility could result in disciplinary action, according 
to Associate Professor of  history and philosophy and American 
Association of  University Professors (AAUP) Chapter President Joel 
Feldman, who declined to offer specifics.

Fredeen denounced classroom discussion of  pending WCC 
litigation as “both inappropriate and disruptive of  university 
operations,” and characterized such dialogue as “wholly unrelated 
to teaching pedagogy and the approved curricula for our academic 
programs.”

Fredeen wrote that Rider administrators “believe that our faculty 
have a responsibility in the classroom to deliver the disciplinary 
topics required by a course according to the description in the 
course catalog. That responsibility does not include commentary 
about private litigation that is unrelated to coursework, or opinions 
regarding the transition.”

The threat of  discipline for incivility was not necessarily for actions 
in the classroom, according to Feldman. Instead, it was for behavior 
outside of  the classroom and on social media. 

The litigation stems from Rider’s attempt to sell WCC to a 
Chinese company, Kaiwen, which was terminated in July. The court 
proceedings continue, with the Westminster Foundation and other 
individuals signed on to a suit fighting to 
keep the choir college in Princeton.

Feldman said he believes Fredeen’s 
➠ SEE STATEMENT

PAGE  2
Provost DonnaJean Fredeen sent an email to faculty on Oct. 3 to criticize the use of classroom time to discuss WCC litigation. 
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Uber Reaction
Kicking and screaming. On Oct. 2 at 11:15 a.m., Public 
Safety responded to a call at the Joseph P. Vona 
Academic Annex for a disorderly student. The officer 
met with a staff member who reported that a student 
kicked a wall in room 21 and caused damage. The 
officer met with the student who said he became 
enraged due to the cost of his Uber going to and 
from school and took his anger out on the wall. The 
officer observed a hole in the wall where the student 
kicked and the student was referred to the Office of 
Community Standards. There is no known cost of the 
damage.

False Alarm
Close call. On Oct. 2 at 5:31 p.m., a student called 
Public Safety to report that she possibly observed a 
person with a gun on campus at around 12:45 p.m. 
She said that while she was sitting on a bench in 
front of Bierenbaum Fisher Hall, she observed what 
she thought was a person carrying a long black gun 
walking toward the Fine Arts Center. An immediate 
investigation identified the person as a student at the 
university who was carrying a microphone stand that 
was used for a prop in a show. Public Safety urges 
anyone who spots something suspicious to contact 
its office.

Blindsided
Unfair fight. On Oct. 2 at 7:07 p.m. a student came to 
Public Safety to report that she believed someone 
punched her in the face while she was doing laundry 
in the basement of Wright Hall. She said that she 
turned to her right and the next thing that she 
knew she was on the ground. She could not provide 
any description of the person who hit her and she 
was given ice packs. She refused further medical 
attention. She had discoloration in the area that she 
indicated she was struck. She had no idea of who 
would have attacked her. An investigation into the 
matter continues and there are no known suspects.

— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Mike 
Yeh

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  S T E P H E N  N E U K A M

Professors union denounces “attack” on academic freedom

Bridgegate mastermind talks growing up and moving on

statement was an attempt to silence the faculty’s 
opposition to the university’s handling of  WCC.

“This is an attack on our academic freedom,” said 
Felman. “The intent is to create a chilled atmosphere 
for discussion of  this issue. It is a form of  bullying and 
intimidation.”

The AAUP issued an official statement on Oct. 
8, which stated “we vehemently disagree with the 
Provost’s statements and will defend the right of  
our members to speak out on any and all matters 
of  concern to the campus community and to take 
whatever positions their conscience leads them to.”

“We will vigorously oppose any attempt to curtail 
the academic freedom of  our members in the name of  
‘civility.’”

Adjunct Assistant Professor of  music theory and 
history R. Douglas Helvering said that the provost’s 
statement was evidence that the administration is 
concerned that its plans are not being accepted. 

“Fredeen’s letter is a blatant attempt to intimidate 
and control the academic freedom of  our vaunted 
faculty and students,” said Helvering. “The raiding 
of  Westminster Choir College is on all of  our minds 
all the time, and I can understand a portion of  a class 
or rehearsal being used to discuss as a community of  

treasured colleagues.”
Helvering called Fredeen’s comments 

“inappropriate” and urged her to publicly apologize to 
all faculty and students.

Fredeen said in a statement to The Rider News that 
her message was a “reminder” to faculty that “we have 
an obligation to deliver to our students the curriculum 
we promised we would deliver as described in the 
Academic Catalog.”

Fredeen said that she “did not warn of  any 
disciplinary action with this message.”

The AAUP has been outspoken in its resistance to 
the administration in regards to WCC, criticizing the 
initial decision to sell the school and now persistently 
questioning the consolidation plan. 

Fredeen cited the AAUP’s 1940 Statement of  
Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure and 
contended that instructors should not introduce 
“controversial matter which has no relation to their 
subject.”

However, in 1970, a footnote was added to the 
section that Fredeen referenced that clarified that 
the statement was not added to discourage what is 
controversial. In fact, according to the statement, 
“controversy is at the heart of  the free academic 
inquiry which the entire statement is designed to 
foster.”

Feldman said that faculty at a university has a 
responsibility to help students think critically and 
subject decisions to criticism.

“It seems to me that this issue, like many others, 
could easily be relevant to any number of  classes,” 
said Feldman. “I reject the provost’s claim that there 
are no classes in which this issue could possibly be 
relevant.”

The warning from Fredeen came just over a week 
after WCC students and supporters demonstrated in 
Lawrenceville to oppose the decision to move them to 
the campus in September 2020.

The provost described the actions of  instructors as 
using students “to advance individual agendas,” and 
suggested such conduct was unethical.

Senior music education major Max Brey said 
that he felt Fredeen was incorrect in saying students 
were being used to further certain private plans and 
that the university should be more forthcoming with 
information.

“The university has not provided enough 
information or in a timely enough manner to counter 
the narratives that circulate through the Westminster 
community,” said Brey. “They need to be proactive in 
sharing information with us that they believe would 
clear up our ‘misconceptions.’”

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

By Lauren Minore

“WHAT happened at the George Washington Bridge 
was not a good thing. I hope it was my lowest 
moment of  my life,” a remorseful David Wildstein, 
former senior official in the Port Authority of  New 

York and New Jersey, said in an interview with The 
Rider News. 

Wildstein reflected on his involvement in the 
Bridgegate scandal during an event hosted by the 
Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics on Oct. 7. 

Wildstein was appointed by former New Jersey 
Gov. Chris Christie to his position in the Port 
Authority in 2010. 

Under Wildstein’s orders, two of  the three 
lanes which provide access to the Fort Lee, New 
Jersey, entrance of  the George Washington Bridge 
connecting to New York City were unexpectedly 
closed on Sept. 9 to 13, 2015. It resulted in massive 
traffic delays and congestion in Fort Lee. 

No local government officials, emergency 
responders or other Port Authority officials were 
alerted prior to the lane closures. 

In 2015, Wildstein plead guilty to two federal 
felony counts of  conspiracy. In 2017, he was sentenced 
to three years of  probation and 500 hours of  
community service. He was prohibited from seeking or 
accepting employment with any government agency 
and fined $10,000. 

“I reflect on it every single day. It was an incredibly 
stupid thing. I sometimes think, ‘How did I do 
that? How did I ever think that was a good idea?’” 
he said. “But... part of  moving on is to just accept 
responsibility and you’ve got to tell the truth, to just 
take what’s coming to you. That’s what I’m trying to 
do.”

A self-proclaimed “politics nerd,” Wildstein said his 
first gig in the New Jersey political realm was in the 

early 1970s, where he served as a legislative aide to a 
state senator. 

“I had volunteered on his campaign when I was 12 
and he gave me a job that was... taking all the bills... 
and putting them in order,” he said. “I was paid $100 
a year, and I was paid in advance by the state, and I 
thought that was how the world was.”

Wildstein dismissed rumors that he did not know 
Christie growing up. 

“I took Chris Christie to his first political rally, he 
was 14 and I was 15. I knew him, we weren’t close 
friends, but I knew him,” he said. “To say he didn’t 
know me wasn’t true.” 

However, Wildstein said he is no longer in contact 
with the former governor. 

“If  you ask him, he never knew me to begin with,” 
Wildstein said. 

Wildstein, however, said he still maintains close 
relationships with many of  his former coworkers in 
the Christie administration. 

Wildstein refused to specify his current political 
affiliation, but admitted he was no longer registered as 
a Republican. 

“I was not registered with either party, and of  
course, I’m on probation, so I no longer have… a 
vote,” he said. “I hope that’ll be restored by the next 
election.” 

In his free time over the past few years post-
conviction, Wildstein said he tried taking up a new 
hobby: playwriting. 

“I took classes and I wrote some plays and 
had a couple of  them performed... and my plays 
were terrible, absolutely terrible,” Wildstein said. 
“Sometimes you don’t know what you’ve written is 
really bad until you’ve watched real actors performing 
your words.”

Instead, Wildstein launched his new political 

website, New Jersey Globe, in 2018. 
This was not his first time, however, that he 

combined his love of  politics with journalism. 
Wildstein also founded political website PoliticsNJ, 
since renamed PolitickerNJ, back in 2000.

“There was a challenge, there was a desire for some 
redemption, there was a frustration with the current 
media landscape,” he said. “But I didn’t know if  [New 
Jersey Globe] was going to take off  or not.”           

Wildstein agreed to return to Rider’s campus 
once the United States Supreme Court appeal of  the 
Bridgegate case is closed. 

For now, Micah Rasmussen, director of  the 
Rebovich Institute, said that he was grateful to 
Wildstein for deciding to share his experiences at 
Rider and with 125 guests in attendance.

“I’m really pleased with how open and candid 
David was able to be with us. He answered all of  my 
questions and every one from the audience,” he said. 
“I’ve heard nothing but positive feedback.” 

Senior political science major Alexis Bailey also 
said that Wildstein gave his honest thoughts on his role 
in Bridgegate.

“I look forward to hearing what he has to say when 
he comes back to campus and can speak even more 
freely about this major event in his life and New Jersey 
political history,” she said. 

In his life post-Bridgegate, Wildstein offered some 
advice for those facing life-altering accusations.

“I tell people that, if  you’re ever accused of  
something and you didn’t do it, you should fight 
like hell to protect your reputation, you should fight 
for your innocence,” Wildstein said. “But if  you’re 
accused of  something and you did it, there’s no other 
path but to say, ‘I did this and I’m sorry, and I accept 
responsibility and I will tell the truth...’ Only then can 
you look to move on.” 
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By Dylan Manfre

FOLLOWING legislation in California that will allow 
college athletes to profit off  their name, image and 
likeness, a number of  former and current Rider 
student-athletes expressed various views on the 

issue.
California Gov. Gavin Newsom signed the bill 

into law, also known as the Fair Pay to Play Act, 
on Sept. 30 which will allow student-athletes to be 
compensated as of  Jan. 1, 2023.

At the signing of  the California bill was current 
Los Angeles Lakers forward, and vocal advocate for 
college athletes being compensated, LeBron James.

The NCAA publicly expressed its discontent with 
California’s bill, in addition to the proposed bills of  
New York and Florida, all of  which go against the 
organization’s fundamental principle of  maintaining a 
strict line between professionalism and amateurism in 
collegiate athletics.

On Sept. 11, the NCAA Board of  Governors sent 
a letter to Newsom saying it would “erase the critical 
distinction between professional athletics and, because 
it gives those schools an unfair recruiting advantage, 
would result in them eventually being unable to 
compete in NCAA competitions.”

The California bill is the first of  its kind. In the 
midst of  the California legislation, a number of  other 
states proposed similar measures. 

New York State Senator Kevin Parker proposed 
a bill which would allow athletes to receive 15% 
of  the revenue generated by their school’s athletic 
departments, according to the proposal.

“It begs a lot of  questions,” Rider Athletic Director 
Don Harnum said. “Most Division I schools do not 
ticket for their events. We do not ticket for soccer, 
field hockey, tennis, baseball. Is it 15% of  ticket 
sales for just the ticketed athletes? I don’t have that 
answer. What if  ticket sales don’t cover your expenses? 
They’re getting 15% of  a revenue that really does not 
exist.”

Different from New York’s proposal, California’s 
legislation does not involve students being 
compensated by the NCAA or their school. Athletes 
would only be able to profit off  endorsement deals 
and not from revenue sharing.

Florida’s plan would see athletes being 
compensated as of  July 1, 2020.

Harnum believes the legislation will “change the 
game as we know it.”

“I think more states are going to enact it,” Harnum 
said. “I think it’s going to continue to put pressure on 
the NCAA to change and lessen some of  their rules, 
but then you get into whether this is professional 
sports or amateur sports,”

He mentioned “there are only 30 [athletic 
programs] that are making money. Everyone makes 
a revenue, but are revenues greater than expenses at 
most Division I schools? No.”

Harnum does not believe schools are taking 
advantage of  its student-athletes.

“You’re still playing a game for the love of  the 
game and in a lot of  time you are getting compensated 
in the form of  a scholarship,” said Harnum.

Former men’s soccer forward Jose Aguinaga, ‘17, 
said that his opinion on the issue has never changed.

“I was amazed,” Aguinaga said in a phone 
interview. “When you realize, football players that play 
for big schools, the school is making a lot of  money 
with [the players’] name and [the athletes] are not 
allowed to get paid or benefit is pretty unfair. I don’t 
think there is anything wrong with the fact that [a 
player is a part of] Rider men’s soccer and [holds] a 
camp. We know not everyone gets a full scholarship 
and school is expensive.”

Men’s basketball redshirt junior forward Frederick 
Scott viewed the college game as an internship where 
athletes strive to get a “superior job.”

Scott added that if  players were to be compensated 
that it would affect, for better or worse, the chemistry 
of  the team.

“If  they’re starting to pay players, it causes conflict 
within the team,” Scott said. “If  that happens, it 
would take away the concept of  team. I feel like when 
people go to college you’re putting yourself  on a stage 
to represent something. Now [if  players get paid,] it 
changes the mind of  everyone who steps on the court, 
because they’re like ‘I’m doing it just for myself.’”

There are ways for student-athletes to make money 
on campus. According to Harnum, the pay structure is 
no different than any other Rider student. The debate 
is whether they are making money via their name, 
image or likeness.

Harnum said the belief  that student-athletes can’t 
make money is false.

“Athletes can work,” Harnum said. “Athletes can 
work off  campus, in the summer. We hire a lot of  
our own athletes. They are the Zoo Crew chasing the 
balls. We have to keep paperwork.”

Former track and field athlete Sara Gardner spent 
her time as a runway and editorial model outside of  
Rider. She modeled for Boss Models Inc. New York 
and then transferred to Red Model Management.

“[Earning money as a model is] totally unrelated to 
her making money as a track athlete. She was allowed 
to make money as a runway model because she wasn’t 
making money because she is a Rider track athlete.” 
Harnum said. “And that was completely legal in the 
eyes of  the NCAA because she was not monetizing the 
‘Rider track athlete Sara Gardner.’”

While modeling was a passion of  hers, she did 
not realize that profiting off  her image would be a 
violation of  her National Letter of  Intent, which she 
signed when she transferred to Rider.

“The biggest thing that Harnum, [Head Coach 
Bob] Hamer, [Associate Head Coach Brett] Harvey, 
was making sure the jobs I did, did not conflict with 
the NCAA,” said Garnder, who started modeling at 
age 14. “Most jobs had nothing to do with running. I 
couldn’t model for Nike or Adidas. I had to make sure 
the modeling life did not mix in with my track career.”

She mentioned that sports companies such as Nike, 
Adidas and Under Armour offered Gardner to do a 
photoshoot but she had to turn them down.

“Those companies did call and ask, at some points 
in my college career to model for them to be in certain 
running ads,” Gardner said. “I wasn’t able to do so 
because that would be a violation of  my contract.”

Gardner said that from an athlete’s perspective, she 
viewed her scholarship as a “form of  payment.”

“Looking at it as a broad Division I view, you’re 
getting a scholarship,” Gardner said. “[The school] is 
paying you to be the best you can be. They provide for 
you. Rider did everything to make sure I was getting 
the most out of  my experience. I was getting paid in a 
way.”

On campus, Gardner was a BroncVision employee, 
a graduate assistant in the Academic Success Center 
and a tutor.

One thing Harnum wanted to make note of  was 
that the language the NCAA used changed after the 
California bill was passed.

The NCAA related a statement on Sept. 30, “As a 
membership organization, the NCAA agrees changes 
are needed to continue to support student-athletes, 
but improvement needs to happen on a national level 
through the NCAA’s rules-making process.”

Rider student-athletes react to Fair Pay to Play law 

New Parent and Family Council established to help Rider community
By Tatyanna Carman 

THE Parent and Family Council is a new addition to the Rider community that 
allows more family engagement on campus, according to Associate Director of  
Philanthropy and Parent Engagement and Founder of  the council Gabriella 
Hill. 

Hill said her position was created specifically for the council and started working 
on it once she started in March 2019. 

According to the Parent and Family Council page on the university website, 
some of  the responsibilities of  the members are to share the university’s mission and 
values, to provide guidance to other parents, attend at least two council meetings, be 
a mentoring resource to students, volunteer and make an annual leadership gift of  
at least $1,000. 

“The goal of  the council is to not only connect and engage parents to the 
university and to one another, but the council’s main goal is to raise funds for the 
university,” said Hill. “There is a philanthropic component of  being on the council, 
in addition to volunteering, if  a parent works for a company that might be able to 
provide an internship or a job opportunity, this is a great way that we can home in 
on these parents that have so many great experiences and skills and resources that 
we haven’t been able to utilize in the past.” 

Junior communications studies major Regina Askew-Jones expressed her criticism 
of  the requirements for being a part of  the council. She said that the council seems 
like “a ploy to get more money out of  parents.” 

“One of  their requests for council members is to give a philanthropic gift, 
a minimum of  $1,000. I understand Rider’s attempt to develop leaders in the 
community but a minimum gift of  $1,000 in order to be a part of  a community 
program is attaching a price to something that should be free,” Askew-Jones said. 

She also added that the requirement discriminates against families that want to 
contribute something to the university that doesn’t involve money. 

“Instead they may want to really dedicate their time, energy and resources to 
helping the students besides simply giving financial contributions,” said Askew-
Jones. “The financial portion can be seen as somewhat discouraging to parents that 
can’t afford to give that amount of  money annually.” 

However, Hill explained that there was a high demand from parents and families 
to form a council because “there’s never been a clear avenue on how to get them 
engaged.”

“They gave great feedback and we learned a lot about what parents really want,” 
Hill said. “Then most recently, I sent out communications to all first-year parents by 
letter inviting them to be on the council and then parents of  sophomore, junior and 
senior students received an email asking them to join the council. This council is 
open to every parent or family member that would like to join.” 

She also mentioned that she has been working closely with one family already. 
Marc Suntup ‘74, one of  the parents, is a Rider alum as well. 

“One student that I have been working well with is Sara Suntup. Her mom and 
dad have been really great and a huge support for this parent and family council. 
Sara is really excited because her dad is an alum and he wants to get involved and 
she’s really happy to have them come to campus for certain events and be able to 
create that connection, not only with me, but with other administrators across the 
campus,” she said. 

Suntup could not be reached for comment. 
“We’re very excited because parents are such an important aspect of  every 

students’ life and we hope that many parents will join our parent council,” Hill said. 
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Families who partake in the council will take on certain leadership responsibilities across campus. 
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By Christian McCarville

COMEDY can lighten anyone’s mood, even a college 
student who is up to their neck in assignments. 
James Green, comedy chair of  the Student 
Entertainment Council (SEC), explains, “I believe 

that the students have a lot of  stress and things going 
on over the course of  the school year, and laughing is a 
way to bring about relief.”

On Oct. 7, a comedian known as Khairy came to 
perform at Rider, organized by the SEC. Khairy is a 
comedian from Baltimore, Maryland, who performs 
at many different comedy shows and open mics. He is 
the second comedian to visit this semester, as Kellen 
Erstine performed his comedy set last month.

Green briefly explained the process of  getting a 
comedian to appear on campus. “The process is pretty 

simple. Over time I look at many comedians, and I 
have to decide if  I believe they are a good fit for the 
students. Then we talk to managers and we go from 
there,” said Green.

The event began with comedian Benjamin Smith 
opening for Khairy. Smith is also from Baltimore and 
it is evident that a lot of  their comedy stems from their 
life in the city. He made several jokes referring to his 
financial state and his means of  making money.

“I started doing DoorDash,” said Smith to the 
audience. “You guys ever heard of  DoorDash? It’s 
when you find an unlocked door and you dash in and 
grab as much as you can.”  

Smith also made jokes about Baltimore and his 
rocky relationship with his landlord. He explained that 
landlords never call bearing good news. He finished 
his set with a lighthearted joke about his father giving 
him a rechargeable car battery before disappearing 
from his life.

After Smith’s set, Khairy shortly made his way to 
the stage. He opened his set by talking about interacial 
relationships. He also detailed a past relationship he 
had with a woman in a wheelchair. He joked about 
the problems they faced and how they overcame them.

His set also included jokes referring to “shooting 
your shot,” ghosts and most notably, Khairy recently 
becoming a father. He hilariously explained his 
relationship with his daughter and her constant 
remarks about his weight. 

Khairy also explained the revelations he’s made 
from watching children’s movies with his daughter. 
“When you think about it, ‘The Lion King’ is basically 
the same movie as ‘Juice,’” joked Khairy.

He also created the “Slavery Cinematic Universe,” 
modeled after the Avengers Universe. He joked about 
Nick Fury recruiting Harriet Tubman and Django in a 
hypothetical end credit scene. 

Another crowd favorite was Khairy’s jokes about 
City Girls. City Girls is an increasingly popular 
Florida duo consisting of  female rappers Yung Miami 
and JT. Khairy comedically explained how their lyrics 
can be applied to his everyday life.

Khairy kept the audience amused during the 
entire performance, leaving many feeling that this was 
another successful comedy show put on by the SEC.

Green said, “There are more big events to look out 
for but I’d hate to ruin the surprises.”

Khairy conquers with quick-witted comedy

Comedian Khairy kept the audience rolling with jokes regarding his 
relationships and fatherhood, even shedding light on serious racial 
topics with his lighthearted comedy. 
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Khairy has experience performing comedy at various open mic 
nights, many of them in his home city of Baltimore, Maryland.
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Students learn the artistry of management
By Christian McCarville

IT is always beneficial for students to learn from 
professionals in a certain subject, since there is much 
wisdom to be gained from those with established 
careers and years of  experience under their belt.
“It is extremely important to learn from professionals 

in your field because they have the experience and 
knowledge that can help you gain a better understanding 
of  the field that you’re studying before jumping for it 
yourself. They can share personal experiences with you 
that you would not find in a college textbook and are 
often able to give you more valuable information,” said 
sophomore TV, film and radio major Kelly Phillips. 

Professor Linda Lorence-Critelli teaches an artist 
management class in which students receive insight on 
how to properly manage talent. Lorence-Critelli was 
able to contact a friend of  hers in the management 
industry, Cindy da Silva, in order to teach her class 
about the experiences in artist management.

On Oct. 3, Lorence-Critelli held a live video 
conference with da Silva in the Fine Arts Center. The 
event was primarily for her artist management class, but 
was open to all others who were interested. 

Da Silva explained to the class how she came to be 
involved with managing artists. She was not always in 
that field of  work, however, as she explained that she 
started with a job in the corporate world.

“I couldn’t shake the feeling that there was another 
job out there for me that I would enjoy much more,” 
said da Silva.

Da Silva eventually shifted her careers and began 
to work for a booking company, where she handled 
contracts between the company and the talent being 
booked. From there, she moved up to a management 
position, which she greatly enjoyed.

Da Silva explained some of  the highlights of  her 
career of  managing the legendary rock band, The 

Zombies. She explained that the band was being 
marketed wrong previously. “An oldies band was 
opening for them on tour and it wasn’t very fitting,” 
said da Silva. She sought to change this once she 
was in control of  their management.

Da Silva took a risk and pushed for The 
Zombies to play at South by Southwest (SXSW), a 
large music festival in Austin, Texas. She had faith 
that their performance would be a push in the right 
direction in terms of  their marketing. 

“This decision was a huge risk, but it certainly 
paid off,” said da Silva. The Zombies’ inclusion in 
the festival was a huge success and the band was 
able to sell a large amount of  merchandise.

Eventually, da Silva founded her own 
management company with business partner Chris 
Tuthill. Their company became known as The 
Rocks Management and has since built a very 
diverse roster of  artists.

Inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of  Fame earlier 
this year, The Zombies are certainly one of  da Silva’s 
most notable clients. “Getting The Zombies inducted 
into the Rock & Roll Hall ff  Fame is my biggest 
accomplishment. Took four tries, but we did it, and it 
was magnificent. To see the joy in their eyes when they 
were accepting their awards, and performed made all 
the hard work worthwhile,” said da Silva.

Along with them are rock’n’roll band Hollis Brown, 
Singer/Songwriter Bruce Sudano, Pop Singer AJ Smith, 
and Artist/Producer Don DiLego. There are two visual 
artists, Terry Quick and Vivienne Boucherat, who are 
also signees to the management company.

Lorence-Critelli’s decision to include da Silva in her 
Artist Management class was a clever way to get students 
thinking about how their future lives past college. It was 
insightful to those looking to enter the management 
industry. 

“If  you’re working harder than your act, you need 
to let them go. Don’t lose sleep over it, someone equally 
talented will come along and appreciate what you do, 
and work harder than you. Talent is only part of  the 
equation, ambition and drive are needed as well,” 
advised da Silva.

The new, improved and upgraded Pub: what’s good on the new menu?

“Hamlet” immerses audience members in production
By Jason Mount

RIDER’S production of  Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” did not have a typical start as other 
plays usually would.

As theater-goers filed into the Yvonne Theater, certain audience members 
found their seats on the stage itself, as rows of  chairs were placed on both sides of  

the stage. When it was time for the show to begin, the lights in the audience did not dim 
as they normally would; they remained as bright as they were when people first walked 
in.

These elements were implemented to recreate the feeling of  being at Shakespeare’s 
Globe Theater in the 16th century, according to the director of  “Hamlet,” Ivan Fuller

Before the play began, Fuller appeared on stage to explain the technical choices 
of  having audience members on stage. Having the house lights on was meant to help 
engage the audience in the show more than they would expect.

Senior dance major Rose Conroy-Voza enjoyed the inclusive aspect of  Rider’s 
production, and felt it was an interesting and successful choice.

“Their goal was to recreate the Globe Theater and make the audience completely 
immersed in the theater experience,” Conroy-Voza said. “Almost as another character 
themselves.”

She included that interactions between the audience and the actors helped build the 
engaging aspect of  the show.

“I think normally, audience interaction is only done during comical moments, which 
was done in ‘Hamlet,’ but I loved how there was still interaction during an intimate 
moment or struggle,” Conroy-Voza said.

Junior acting major Victoria Robles, who played Ophelia, felt the production as a 
whole was successful, but was driven by the cast.

“Everyone was focused, the timing of  the show was perfect, and I’m proud of  all the 
hard work our cast and crew put in to make this show phenomenal,” Robles said.

She believed that the relationship between the audience and actors helped ease the 
atmosphere in the room, especially when undertaking a tragic play.

“Some of  my favorite moments were definitely coming out before performing and 
playing quick games for the audience,” said Robles. “It gave a sense of  ease not only 
for the actors, but for the audience as well. We tried to make everyone feel comfortable 
before watching our show.”

Conroy-Voza enjoyed the level of  comfort that was established, and said it helped 
her understand the story better.

“I didn’t know all of  ‘Hamlet’ so that, combined with the Shakespearian language, I 
thought would make it difficult for me to be absorbed in the story,” she said.

Her reaction, though, was the opposite of  what she expected.

“The actors did an amazing job articulating their words so an audience member 
could follow their words, see their faces and gestures and understand their emotions. I 
followed the story easier,” said Conroy-Voza.

She believed that the on-stage seating could help future productions at Rider, and 
that involving audience members can help them understand the plot.

While the out-of-the-box technical elements were enriching for audience members, 
Robles’s rewarding experience was being able to portray Ophelia.

“She was definitely a hard character to play,” she shared. “I had to do a lot of  
research and translation in order to get a good grasp of  her character… I always 
thought Ophelia was written as just a love interest, but she was more than that.”

Rider’s production of “Hamlet” engaged the audience by including seating on stage.
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By Jason Mount

AS Rider continues to make changes to the buildings 
across campus, perhaps one of  the most drastic 
transformations was the Pub. Still attached to 
Cranberry’s, the Pub was turned into a sit-down 

style restaurant that is open daily. Students can enjoy a 
variety of  options from the new menu that came with the 
physical changes, including chicken wings, sandwiches 
and more. For this review, one item was ordered from 
each menu category, and given an individual score out of  
ten which contributed to the overall meal score.

Upon receiving the The Wedge Salad, I noticed what 
a large portion was included in the bowl. Aesthetically, 
the salad looked really fresh. The tomatoes were nice 
and red and there was no wilting on the iceberg lettuce 
at all.  The salad was served with a side of  balsamic 
dressing and topped with crispy fried onions, bleu cheese 
crumbles, cherry tomatoes and pieces of  bacon. 

First, I tried the salad without the dressing to get a 
feel for the freshness of  the ingredients and I was not 
disappointed in the least. Afterward, I mixed in the 
balsamic dressing and was incredibly impressed with the 
flavors presented. Every ingredient in the dish shined 
and it was definitely an enjoyable salad to eat. 

However, despite all the wonderful flavors already 
present, I would have liked to see mixed greens instead 
of  a pure iceberg salad. Also, considering it is something 
students can use as meal exchange to account for an 
entire meal, it would be nice to also offer some kind of  
carb or grain to bring variety and more substance to the 
meal. With all of  this in mind, the Wedge Salad gets an 
eight out of  10.

The margherita flatbread is one of  the numerous 
items on the Pub’s menu for students who do not 
eat meat. The simple combination of  tomato sauce, 
mozzarella cheese and basil on flatbread made for a 
delicious meal that came with an attractive presentation 
on the plate and sizable portion. The portion was large 
enough, in fact, that the flatbread could be considered 
a meal in and of  itself. Due to the plentiful amount of  
food given with the dish, a decent amount of  tomato 
sauce is added to cover the bread, which can make for a 
slightly messy eating experience. It is not recommended 
to eat the margherita flatbread as a finger food, but to 
ask for utensils instead. Overall, the flatbread deserves 
an eight out of  10.

Amidst the sea of  sleep-deprived, hungry college 
students, I waited for my food to be delivered. At 10:45 

p.m, my wish was granted. The Dell’Omo was placed 
in front of  me. Complemented with a side of  chips, the 
meatless sandwich sat warmly on my plate. After a long 
day of  classes, I decided to treat myself  with a real meal 
for dinner instead of  the usual strawberry Pop-Tart. 

The insides of  the toasted ciabatta bread were 
spread with pesto, allowing a peppery kick to contrast 
the stretchiness of  the mozzarella. The peppers 
supplemented the mozzarella with just enough roasted 
crunch for the diner to know they’re there. The pesto 
could sometimes be a bit much, making the bread oily, 
but not enough to take over the flavor of  the entire 
sandwich.

Due to overall presentation and taste, I would give 
the sandwich a seven out of  10. The meal was filling but 
not bloat-inducing. 

The spicy barbecue crispy boneless wings from the 
Pub were cooked evenly through and had just the right 
coat of  spicy barbecue sauce. The blend between the 
zesty sensation of  spice paired with the sweet flavor of  
honey made an unexpected but satisfying taste. The 
nine wings may be too many for one person (and an 
extra three dollars) so the six piece might be more ideal. 
Because The Pub is a sports bar, the boneless wings fit 
right into the atmosphere. In addition, the flat screens 
playing sport channels and the comfortable couch 
seating added to the overall ambience. The Pub has a 
more sociable feel that is inviting to any demographic on 
campus. The boneless wings get an eight out of  10.

One of  the main dishes that the Pub provides is the 
Bronc Burger. The smokey and delicious smell of  the 
cheeseburger seemed to fill the area once it arrived. 
It was a scent that one could almost taste. The Bronc 
Burger contained a piece of  lettuce, tomato, onions, 
cheese and of  course, the beef  patty. It also came with 
a side of  chips. It had a decent taste, but the burger 
itself  was a bit overcooked; the ends of  the burger 
were charred. The lettuce and tomato really saved the 
burger’s charred bits by providing a fresh, crunchy taste. 
The chips were very crispy, which was appreciated. 
Overall, the cheeseburger was not bad: a seven out of  
10. The chips were an eight out of  10.

In total, the entire meal scored a 7.6 out of  10, 
yet there is more to the Pub than just the food. The 
renovations created an incredibly social atmosphere. 
The brighter lights in the sports-bar, restaurant-style 
eatery seem more welcoming than the Pub had in the 
past, and students can be seen enjoying a meal and 
talking with friends at the sleek high-top tables and 
comfortable couches.

As well as the social aspect, the improvements to the 
Pub include multiple large-screen TVs. The screens 
show a variety of  sports games, adding to the sports-bar 
feel of  the renovations.

If  students are looking for a comfortable setting to 
eat with a different presentation than Daly Dining Hall 
or the fast pace of  the food stands in Cranberry’s, the 
Pub is the solution. Though it may feel small, it gives 
a sense of  ease as patrons can eat, talk and relax in an 
easeful setting and take a break from their otherwise 
stressful routines.

Contributions to this review were made by Hailey Hensley, 
Danielle Jackson, Qur’an Hansford and Tatyanna Carman.

The Wedge Salad is one of the salads available on the Pub’s new 
menu.
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The Dell’Omo is a sandwich containing no meat, and is one of the 
options vegetarian students can order.

The Bronc Burger comes with lettuce, tomato, onions, cheese and is 
served with a side of chips.
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The Pub’s boneless wings come in a variety of sauces, and students 
can either get six or nine pieces with their order.

The Zombies performed at the SXSW msuic festival in Austin, Texas. The band 
is now managed by The Rocks Management, founded by Cindy da Silva and 
Chris Tuthill. The Zombies were inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 
March.
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OUR fight is not with you…
With many thanks to 

Managing Editor Lauren 
Minore for her good faith 

editorial in last week’s edition of  
The Rider News, I wish to make 
a contribution to the continuing 
dialogue about Westminster Choir 
College (WCC) and Rider University.

First, let us be abundantly clear. 
Our fight is not with the students, 
faculty and staff  of  Rider University.

Our fight is not about your 
programs, your facilities, your 
work ethic, your expertise and your 
commitment to the university.

Our fight is with the Rider 
Board of  Trustees and the upper 
administration of  the university, 
including President Gregory 
Dell’Omo and Provost DonnaJean 
Fredeen.

I personally have taught on the 
Lawrenceville campus for four 
semesters. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my experience working with the fine 
students that have been in my classes. 
As someone who has worked on both 
campuses, I can understand from 
the point of  view of  some students 
and professors in Lawrenceville. 
I understand that those of  us in 
Princeton are acting irrationally, that 
we should just accept our fate, that 
our situation is somehow our own 
fault and that our refusal to relocate 
is somehow a repudiation of  Rider’s 
quality of  programs, its commitment 
to its university community, the 
expertise of  its faculty and the drive 
and commitment of  its students.

This cannot be further from 
the truth. Rider University, under 
previous leadership, has lifted up 
both the work of  students and faculty 
in Lawrenceville and Princeton. Our 
fight is not with you.

Imagine, for a second, if  the 
upper administration of  Rider 
University told its Department 
of  Chemistry and Biochemistry 
(as a part of  the college of  liberal 
arts and sciences) that it would be 
uprooted from its home within a 
year without any concrete reason 
why. Then told not to be emotional, 
that it’s for the betterment of  the 
university as a whole and that they 
would be relocated to the basement 
of  a dreary building not designed for 
their curriculum. The faculty offices 
would become housed in a shabbily 
remodeled old dorm and hastily 
scheduled meetings to “inform” the 
students were guarded by security 
guards. The students in the program 
were barred from touring the 
proposed new facility by a member 
of  the senior administration and 
more security guards.

Would the department’s 
enrollment drop? Would the quality 
of  the work of  faculty and students 
decrease? Would the department’s 
alumni be vocal in protest? Would 
recruiting become incredibly 
complex and less effective? Would 
the worry of  capability of  the 
department to continue its vision 
cause fracturing among everyone 
involved?

Of  course it would.
This is happening to WCC. 

When our newest building (the 
Cullen Center) opened in 2014, our 

enrollment was at capacity. Even 
in the fall of  2016, right as the 
administration was underway in their 
attempt to dismantle our college, 
our enrollment was approximately 
450 students, our dorms were at 
maximum capacity and one of  our 
choirs had just been nominated 
for a Grammy. So, why did the 
administration choose to raid WCC 
(as part of  the Westminster College 
of  the Arts), instead of  any other 
program at Rider University?

There are two reasons…
Reason one, WCC has an 

endowment of  approximately 20 
million dollars. This is money, 
cultivated by our own donors 
and supporters over decades, 
given specifically for the ongoing 
mission of  our school. This 
money is separated from Rider’s 
overall endowment. But, once the 
administration succeeds in dissolving 
WCC, the leftover endowment 
becomes a part of  the university’s 
general fund, violating the trust and 
generosity of  our alumni, patrons 
and supporters.

Secondly, WCC occupies 23 
acres of  extremely valuable land, 
situated in the middle of  a historic 
Ivy League town that is landlocked 
and has no room for expansion 
and they plan to get top dollar for 
our land. Keep in mind that as our 
steward, the ownership of  our land 
is more complicated than Rider’s 
administration and legal team 
would have us believe. We are not 
a satellite campus that Rider owns, 
we are a separate school whom 
Rider vowed to steward, uphold and 
continue to cultivate. The land’s 
history is complicated, and Rider 
does not simply own the land to do 
with as they might choose without 
consequences.

As a historic business college, 
the upper administration gives 
less intrinsic value to the training 
of  musicians than it does for the 
training of  business, science or 
technology leaders. As a result, 
they feel morally and economically 
justified in raiding our assets, 
our programs, our campus, 
our endowment, our name and 
reputation and purposefully 
disappearing our school to attempt 
to fix their own deficient leadership 
and oversight of  the programs on the 
Lawrenceville campus. 

How would you feel?
As of  just a few years ago, WCC 

was humming right along with 
capacity enrollment, experiencing 
record-breaking artistic achievement, 
turning in modest budget surpluses 
and cultivating a robust campus 
community of  elite and dedicated 
musicians working to continue our 
school’s mission.

Then, the Board of  Trustees 
hired Dell’Omo, and together they 
have been purposefully sabotaging 
our college, then blaming us for 
our own decreases in enrollment 
and gaslighting us emotionally and 
professionally to attempt to keep us 
in line.

So, because we’re musicians and 
not engineers, our endowment is the 
board’s prized warchest and our land 
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Questions for Qur'an 

Opinion

 J U N I O R  J O U R N A L I S M

What slander and an impeachment inquiry can teach us about ethics

OVER the past several weeks, journalism ethics have been under fire 
domestically and internationally.

 Here in the U.S., during a July phone call, President Trump pushed 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to investigate the business 

dealings of  Joe Biden’s son Hunter Biden, resulting in an impeachment inquiry 
proposed by the Democrats in the House of  Representatives. As expected, when 
this news became known to the public, journalists from any and all news outlets 
jumped on the story. 

One of  the most prestigious news outlets, the New York Times, was of  course 
one of  the first and most viewed publications when the scandal arose. The New 
York Times made the high-risk decision to reveal who the whistleblower was 
that called out the Trump-Zelensky phone call. A whistleblower is a person who 
informs about a person or organization engaged in an illicit activity. 

This ignited the debate whether the New York Times was just in exposing the 
identity of  the whistleblower. The New York Times stated, “The whistle-blower, 
a C.I.A. officer detailed to the White House at one point, first expressed his 
concerns anonymously to the agency’s top lawyer.” 

The hashtag #CancelNYT was trending for a whole weekend as the full story 
began to unfold. Subscribers threatened to cancel subscriptions because of  the 
New York Times' lack of  protection for the individual that jeopardized their 
livelihood and credibility to expose the truth. 

The New York Times quickly and professionally responded to the backlash. 
“We decided to publish limited information about the whistle-blower — 

including the fact that he works for a nonpolitical agency and that his complaint 
is based on an intimate knowledge and understanding of  the White House — 
because we wanted to provide information to readers that allows them to make 
their own judgements about whether or not he is credible...We welcome your 
thoughts in the comments. We’ll be reading them,” said the New York Times. 

As a journalist, I tread somewhere in the middle on my thoughts about whether 
this specific case was ethical or not. I do believe that revealing the occupation of  
the whistleblower makes it easy for Trump’s administration to weed out who the 
informant could be. This can also be detrimental for the whistleblower because he 

has a life to live which can be at risk because of  the information he knew. But, 
in the era of  fast-traveling news and deceptive sources, I understand why the New 
York Times wanted to assure the public that their sources were credible in such a 
crucial story. 

Overseas in London, U.K., tabloids The Sun and the Daily Mirror are being 
sued by Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, Duchess of  Sussex for the defamation 
of  character of  the new member of  the royal family. There have been an array 
of  rumors surrounding the Duchess such as making Kate Middleton cry, that she 
gave out marijuana at her first wedding or faking her pregnancy. But the couple 
has had enough, the prince especially, who has seen his mother endure similar 
treatment. 

“There comes a point when the only thing to do is to stand up to this 
behaviour, because it destroys people and destroys lives. Put simply, it is bullying, 
which scares and silences people. We all know this isn’t acceptable, at any level. 
We won’t and can’t believe in a world where there is no accountability for this…
Though this action may not be the safe one, it is the right one. Because my 
deepest fear is history repeating itself. I’ve seen what happens when someone 
I love is commoditised to the point that they are no longer treated or seen as a 
real person. I lost my mother and now I watch my wife falling victim to the same 
powerful forces,” said Prince Harry in a public statement. 

In this case, I am not so objective. Since Markle became more prominent 
in the public eye, she has been criticized and put under a microscope by the 
British media, which seems to be deeply rooted in xenophobia and racism. The 
royal couple has every right to push back and defend themselves when they are 
constantly being attacked by mediocre journalists that get paid to gossip and 
fabricate stories. 

Today, we need credible and objective media more than we ever did. But 
within the vast dimension of  journalism, there are moral codes that should be 
followed. As journalists, it is our job to tell the truth no matter how ugly — but we 
cannot forget that there is a right way to do that. 

Qur'an Hansford 
junior journalism major

DEAR Qur’an,
 
My friend has recently been a victim of  cyberbullying and wants advice on 
recovering from this situation.

          
From,

       Sadly Cyberbullied 
         
 

DEAR Sadly Cyberbullied,
 We are living in an era of  instant and diverse communication. Social media 
is the outlet to connect individuals around the world to either inform, promote 
or troll. For those who may not know, a troll is someone who purposely ignites 

aggravation on the internet by posting inflammatory, digressive, extraneous or off-
topic messages. Recognize and avoid these individuals.

Trolls are simply that, trolls. They do not exist beyond a username, password 
and profile picture (although, most of  them do not have one). Trolls assemble their 
personality through internet memes and popular lingo. These individuals have 
nothing better to do than sit around all day and be controversial. 

Now, for your friend, being bullied virtually can be very overwhelming, because 
if  the bullying is entertaining enough, then there is a chance of  it going viral (this 
does not sound like I am helping, but there is a point). A piece of  information 
that is beneficial for anyone that has fallen victim to cyberbullying is that you are 

allowed to sue. The crime of  harassment (which can include stalking, committing 
hate crimes and cyberbullying) occurs when one person acts in a way designed to 
annoy, provoke, threaten or otherwise cause another person emotional distress. 
State laws and some federal laws identify multiple ways in which harassment can 
be committed, according to Criminal Defense Lawyer, a website which answers 
questions about any type of  legal concern. If  the internet can have a laugh at your 
expense, you might as well make some money.

Separate yourself  from the identity you have created via social media. At the 
end of  the day, you are allowed to turn off  your phone or close your computer. 
This is not me being insensitive or doubtful of  the existence of  cyberbullying. I do 
believe it is real because I have seen its permanent consequences. This is why we 
have wonderful features such as blocking users or making your page private if  you 
want to filter out who is allowed to view your content. 
Do not let strangers on the internet suck the fun out of  social media because, 
although it is used for so many progressive things, it can be the host for a lot of  
regressive content as well. Sometimes it is good to take a break from social media 
and maybe, for now, that is a good first step. 

Remember, it is easy to act tough behind a keyboard.

Don't be a troll,
Qur’an

 

is intrinsically and historically valuable, the Rider Board of  Trustees, Dell’Omo 
and Fredeen (with the unfathomable support of  our own Dean Marshall Onofrio) 
is perpetuating the raiding of  our century-old public trust and is in direct violation 
of  the merger agreement that governs Rider’s stewardship of  WCC. What they 
are attempting to do is morally and legally corrupt. And, they’re attempting to pull 
this off, hastily, within a year, to attempt to short circuit the legal process before it 
can stop them.

We are angry. We are disillusioned. We are steadfast in our opposition to this 
move. It is our hope that Rider’s leadership comes to their senses and returns our 
special relationship to one of  trust and actual collaboration instead of  their greedy 
cash and land grab. In the absence of  a change of  course, we call on the Board 
leadership, Dell’Omo, Fredeen and WCC Onofrio to resign, now, in disgrace, and 
give us the chance to start to rebuild our school, our reputation and our broken 
souls. 

Leonard Bernstein once was quoted as saying, “Westminster Choir College 
supplies a great measure of  beauty to a world that needs it badly.” With all that is 

going on in the world, and with Westminster alums (in classrooms, churches and 
concert halls) and recordings reaching millions of  people every week, our world 
continues to need our art and voices badly. Rider is our steward. Either steward 
us properly or get out of  the way. Know this…WCC knows how to do two things: 
cultivate world-class music and people, and survive to do it the next day. Our home 
is in Princeton. We will not be moved. 

Dr. R. Douglas Helvering
Master of  Music – ‘02
Adjunct Associate Professor of  Music Composition and Theory
Coordinator of  the Conducting, Organ, and Sacred Music Department of  Westminster Choir 

College
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By Shaun Chornobroff

RIDER remained undefeated in Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) play 
with a 5-0 win over Niagara on Oct. 2 and a 1-0 victory over Marist on Oct. 5.

The weather for the Broncs’ matchup with Niagara was 
uncharacteristically hot, as it was over 90 degrees when the game got 

underway. 
“It was really, really tough,” senior midfielder Valeria Pascuet said in regards to 

the heat. “But you just have to keep going and just try your best even if  you’re dying 
and just keep playing for your teammates.” 

Most of  the first half  was back and forth with one team waiting for a chance to 
break out. In the 35th minute, graduate student forward Emily Curteis received the 
ball around midfield before navigating her way through the Niagara defense and 
slipped it into the back of  the net.

Head Coach Drayson Hounsome spoke about Curteis’ goal. 
“It was a huge relief,” Hounsome said. “It’s like now we got our noses in front 

and on a day when it’s this hot it’s really hard to come from behind and score.” 
Niagara made a push for a score within five minutes of  Curteis’s goal but junior 

goalkeeper Carmen Carbonell made a difficult save and preserved the lead. 
Pascuet, who also had an assist in the game, extended Rider’s lead in the 41st 

minute when her one-time shot deflected off  a Niagara defender and past the 
goalkeeper.

The Broncs continued their momentum into the second half, scoring two goals in 
the first ten minutes. 

In the 51st minute, junior midfielder Madeleine Tarin ran to the back post and, 
in a sea of  players, headed a corner kick from Pascuet into the net.

Less than two minutes later, freshman forward Mackenzie Rodrigues continued 
an impressive start to her college career by scoring her fourth goal of  the season on 
an assist by senior midfielder Sofia Soares, her second of  the game. 

Rider finished off  its scoring in the 87th minute when senior midfielder Erica 
Ludiwowski rose above the Niagara defense and headed home a free kick from 
freshman midfielder Karagh Tait. 

Rider’s depth stood out as substitutes scored two goals and had three assists. 
Hounsome spoke highly of  his substitutes’ performances.

“On a day like today where it was pretty warm, after the first two conference 
games, we’ve had a week of  rest and recovery in preparation,” Hounsome said. 
“This is our first game we haven’t had that and we knew it was going to be tough. 
We knew we would need quality performances from those players coming off  the 
bench. I thought they did that and I thought they did that excellently, in fact.” 

The game meant a lot to Rider as it looked to avenge last year’s loss to Niagara 
in the MAAC tournament. Pascuet saw that importance, and said the win “was real 
big because last year they beat us, they kicked us out of  the season and it was just 
really special to score one of  five goals that we scored today and I was just really 
proud of  everyone today. It was a really good performance.”

Hounsome echoed Pascuet’s sentiments. 
“To beat them in the manner that we beat them is probably what’s most pleasing. 

We scored five goals, we dominated good spells of  the game, and we kept them 
off  the scoreboard. So, the nature of  the win was a real confidence booster for all 
those players that were here last year, because they have the same team, the same 
forwards that caused us a lot of  problems last year and scored goals on us,” said 
Hounsome.

The win was Rider’s first over Niagara since 2016.
The Broncs traveled to take on Marist on Oct. 5 in their fourth conference 

matchup of  the season. Rider lost its last five matchups to Marist going into the 
Oct. 5 matchup.

The first half  was a quiet one, with the Broncs almost cashing in on a shot from 
graduate student back Daiana Frizon David in the 42nd minute.

The second half  remained scoreless going into the 84th minute of  the match. 
Sophomore forward Nikki Arrington started a break for the Broncs that ended with 
a header from freshman forward Hailey Russell to put Rider ahead 1-0. 

The Broncs kept that lead to notch their first win over Marist since 2013 and 
improved their conference record to 3-0-1.

On Oct. 7, Carbonell was named MAAC Defensive Player of  the Week. 
Rider will host Saint Peter’s on Oct. 9 at 7 p.m at Ben Cohen Field.

By Dylan Manfre

FOUR straight wins had Rider feeling confident 
heading into its first Northeast Conference (NEC) 
game on Oct. 4 against Wagner and 2018 Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) defending 

champion Monmouth on Oct. 6.
Sophomore midfielder Julia Divorra has torn up 

every opponent on Rider’s schedule. She had 10 goals 
through nine games, one more than she played in a 
injury-shortened 2018, and helped the Broncs improve 
to 1-0 in NEC play with a 4-1 win over Wagner.

Divorra scored in each of  Rider’s victories this 
season and sank the second and third goals, both of  
which were unassisted, against the Seahawks.

Divorra was responsible for eight of  the team’s 15 
shots on the afternoon.

Senior midfielder Tess Coorens recorded the third 
goal of  her senior campaign and got the Broncs on the 
board in the first quarter off  a penalty strike. 

Sophomore midfielder Carly Brosious contributed 
her ninth goal of  the season assisted by class and 
position-mate Tess van Ommeren.

The defense nicely complimented the offense, as 
they have outscored opponents 22-7 over the winning 
streak.

At this point in 2018, Divorra sustained a season-
ending injury. Looking back, she never expected to be 
as good as she is now.

“After I got injured I was down and you don’t 
want to throw everything out,” said Divorra, who was 
named an NEC Prime Performer of  the Week on Oct. 
8. “When [I] started playing again, I just love it.”

The Monmouth game proved to be one of  the 
biggest tests for the Broncs all season as they faced the 
2018 MAAC field hockey champions.

A 5-1 loss is not ideal.
Heading into halftime down 2-0, Divorra said 

Head Coach Lori Hussong told the team it was 
playing some of  the best field hockey it had all year.

“We were moving the ball good and maybe playing 
more defense, but still really good,” Divorra said. 
“[Monmouth] was super effective in our circle and we 
weren’t.”

The loss does not affect Rider’s conference record 

like it would have last year. The Hawks now play in 
the American East Conference after MAAC field 
hockey disbanded.

Hussong said its efforts throughout the game, 
however, were not reflective of  the final result.

“We possessed the ball better than we have been 
in the past couple games,” Hussong said. “Our passes 
were completed well and there was a lot of  good 
teamwork in moving the ball down the field. We just 
needed to get more of  an attacking offense when we 
generated our corners.”

Four of  Monmouth’s eight corners resulted in a 
goal.

Freshman midfielder Sierra Giuliano recorded the 
lone goal for Rider off  a rebound for her first of  the 
season and collegiate career.

Looking ahead on their schedule, Rider will match 
up against Fairfield, who leads the NEC with a 9-2 
record.

“[The Monmouth game] is good to see where 
we’re at,” Hussong said. “You have to learn from these 
experiences and not make the same mistakes when 
we go into conference play. If  there’s any good news 
[from Monmouth,] it’s that it wasn’t a conference 
game. Now we have to get back to the drawing board 
and work on the things we need to work on and 
perform a little bit better next week.” 

The Broncs conclude their road trip with a match 
against Merrimack, who is in its first year as a field 
hockey program, on Oct. 11. Rider then returns home 
on Oct. 13 to face Long Island University.
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F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Field hockey winning streak snapped at five

Sophomore midfielder Julia Divorra scored two goals on eight shots in the 
Broncs’ 4-1 victory over Wagner on Oct. 4.
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Junior goalkeeper Carmen Carbonell was named MAAC Defensive Player of the Week on Oct. 7.

W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Rider wins two, extends streak to three
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V O L L E Y B A L L

Broncs drop two on the road in a tough week
By Austin Ferguson

AFTER it started the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference (MAAC) portion of  
their schedule 2-1, the volleyball team dropped back-to-back road matchups to 
Niagara on Oct. 5 and Canisius on Oct. 6.

Rider traveled to take on Niagara after a marathon loss to Marist on 
Sept. 29. Niagara came into the match off  the back of  consecutive victories against 
Manhattan and Iona. The Broncs had won their last two matchups against Niagara 
going into their Oct. 5 matchup. 

Niagara took command in the first set and built a 13-6 set lead over the Broncs. 
Rider battled back and took its first lead at 17-16, only to find itself  down again, 
20-19. The Broncs ran away with the set from there and won the set, 25-20. 

The second set was a closer battle, with both Rider and Niagara trading scores 
throughout. The Purple Eagles, however, took over at the end of  the set and won, 
25-22. The third set played out similarly to the second, with Niagara taking the set, 
25-20. 

Niagara pulled away in the fourth set, 25-10, and won the match, 3-1. 
Freshman opposite hitter Morgan Romano and junior outside hitter Ali Ward 

both registered double-digit kills in the loss. Romano recorded 16 kills and Ali 
Ward finished with 11.

On Oct. 8, Romano was named MAAC Rookie of  the Week for the sixth-
straight week. Her consecutive wins extended her record that she set two weeks 
prior with her fourth-straight win. Her six wins tied the conference record for most 
Rookie of  the Week honors with Iona’s Jamie Smith, who accomplished the feat 
non-consecutively in 2017. 

Head Coach Jeff  Rotondo was impressed with Romano’s start to the season and 
looked at her wins as motivation for more improvement. 

“She’s doing a lot of  good things with the records that she has broken,” 
Rotondo said. “It’s a wonderful start to her career. We’re looking to refine [her 
game] and make her even better.”

Rotondo also noted that Romano gave a lot of  credit to her teammates in 
helping her shine during her rookie campaign.

“She’s very humble, even though she’s getting all of  these awards. She also 
knows that without her passers and defenders doing their job, she doesn’t get those 
accolades,” said Rotondo.

Sophomore setter Anilee Sher finished with a double-double, recording 40 
assists and 15 digs in the match.

Rider looked to rebound from its loss to Niagara against Canisius on Oct. 6. 
The Broncs lost their last three matchups against Canisius and trailed the all-time 
series, 10-28. 

Canisius attempted to set the tone with a strong first set. After the Broncs took 
an early 2-0 set lead, Canisius surged back to take a 3-2 lead. They held that lead 
for the rest of  the set and won, 26-16. 

Rider found itself  up 2-0 again in the second set. Canisius again mounted 
a comeback to tie the set at four. Unlike the fourth set, Canisius was unable to 
separate from the Broncs and a back-and-forth set saw Rider take a 25-23 set 
victory and tie the match at one.

The Broncs continued to roll in the third set and stormed out to an 8-1 lead. 
Rider did not look back as it closed out a strong set with a 25-15 victory. 

For the third time this season, the Broncs found themselves playing a fifth set. 
Canisius jumped out to a quick 5-1 lead and kept their distance the entire set to 
win, 15-10, and took the match, 3-2. 

Despite the loss, Rotondo was upbeat about Rider’s performance in its middle 
sets against Canisius and looked to use those sets as an example moving forward.

“We did some film study over the last day and we really wanted to discuss 
why the energy and the focus and the discipline was better in sets two and three 
comparatively to sets four and five, we have to find a way to bottle that mental 
discipline and make sure that carries onto other sets.”

Romano registered 25 kills and five blocks in the match and continued her 
strong rookie campaign. Ward recorded 16 kills against Canisius; the match was 
the sixth time she got on the board for double-digit kills.

Sher lined up at least 40 assists for the fourth-straight match. Sher put up 52 
assists and 11 digs in the Broncs’ loss to Canisius.

Sher said her ability to work as a setter came from being able to “find the set 
that works for each hitter.”

“I think the hitters have been doing a really good job at adjusting and 
communicating with me as to what is working for them and what is not,” Sher said. 
“After playing so many games, I have learned and have gotten a feel for the hitters, 
which has allowed me to keep them in situations that will make them successful.”

Rider dropped to 0-3 in five-set matches after their loss to Canisius. In MAAC 
play, the Broncs fell to 3-3, putting them in fifth in the conference standings.

Rotondo summed up the Broncs’ focus in closing out longer matches with one 
word.

“Urgency,” Rotondo said. “It’s something we’re going to look at in practice 
when we get into it [later in the week]. The first five to 10 minutes of  practice are 
going to have a certain amount of  urgency and build into it so when we take the 
floor in a fifth set, we have that mentality right out of  the get-go.”

The Broncs host back-to-back matchups on Oct. 12 and 13. On Oct. 12, Rider 
takes on Quinnipiac on Oct. 12 at 1 p.m. On Oct. 13, the Broncs go against 
Fairfield, which sits in first in the MAAC.

Sophomore setter Anilee Sher completed her fourth-straight game with at least 40 assists in Rider’s loss to 
Canisius on Oct. 6.
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Senior back Sylvain Coco scored his first two goals of the season in Rider’s 3-1 victory over Canisius on Oct. 5 and was named MAAC Defensive Player of the Week on Oct. 7.

Inside today: 
Women’s soccer wins 
two to start October 
Page 10

Coco’s headers push men’s soccer to win

By Austin Ferguson

THE men’s soccer team began Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference (MAAC) play undefeated 
with a scoreless draw against Fairfield on Oct. 2 
and a 3-1 victory over Canisius on Oct. 5. 

The Broncs traveled to Connecticut to take on 
Fairfield on Oct. 2. Fairfield began the season on top 
of  the MAAC preseason poll.

Rider took a commanding shot lead over Fairfield 
in the first half  and outnumbered the Stags’ shots, 
7-3. Five of  the Broncs’ first half  shots were on goal, 
though they were all saved by Fairfield goalkeeper 
Gordon Botterill. 

On the defensive side of  things, Rider 
limited Fairfield to two shots on goal in the 
first half, both of  which were saved by junior 
goalkeeper Pablo Gatinois. 

Rider kept a similar shot pace in the second 
half  and put up six shots in the second 45 
minutes. The Broncs were only able to get two of  
those shots on goal, which were saved by Botterill. 

Fairfield increased its shot output, putting up eight 
shots in the second half. The Stags made a late-game 
push and put up two shots in the last two minutes of  
the game. Gatinois saved both shots to keep the game 
scoreless and sent it to overtime.

Both overtime periods came and went quietly, 
as the teams combined for five shots in the final 30 
minutes off  the match. The Broncs put up two shots, 
neither of  which were on goal. Fairfield put three 
shots — all on goal — that were saved by Gatinois to 
cement the 0-0 draw.

The Broncs’ match with Fairfield was littered with 
bookings as six yellow cards were shown throughout 
the game. Four of  those cards went toward Rider 
players. 

Following the tie, Rider came home to Ben Cohen 
Field to take on Canisius. The Broncs entered the 
match having won their last two matchups against 
Canisius.

The action picked up in the 27th minute as 
Matthew Spangler scored for Canisius to give them a 
1-0 lead. Rider struck back before the end of  the half; 

senior back Sylvain Coco netted a header off  of  assists 
from senior forward Clement Bourret and graduate 
student midfielder Juan Carlos Garcia Gomez to even 
the game at one.

The Broncs completed the rest of  the game’s 
scoring in the second half. In the 70th minute, Bourret 
cashed in on redshirt junior forward Pablo DeCastro 
and senior midfielder Aaron Robinson assists to push 
Rider ahead, 2-1.

Coco padded the lead in the 81st minute after he 
headed a corner from Bourret and secured the Broncs’ 
victory, 3-1.

Despite physical play against Canisius, the referees 

kept their whistles in their pockets, only showing two 
yellow cards throughout the match, which both went 
against Canisius. Head Coach Charlie Inverso saw the 
physical play as an advantage for Rider. 

“[The team] was scrappy tonight,” Inverso said. 
“I’ve seen this happen a thousand times where you 
have a lot of  possession, a lot of  flow and you turn 
around and you’re down, 1-0. I thought getting that 
one right before halftime was huge.”

Inverso gave a lot of  credit to his coaching staff  for 
Rider’s ability to pull away in the late stages of  the 
game.

“They came up with some great ideas in the second 
half  and the adjustments that we made at halftime was 
the big difference,” said Inverso.

Coco’s pair of  goals were his first two of  the season 
and he was excited about his contributions to the 
team.

“I’ve had a lot of  problems with injuries, I’m 
happy to help the team. It was important for us to 

win tonight, so I’m very happy to score tonight,” said 
Coco.

Inverso also gave credit to the team’s defense in its 
victory over Canisius.

“These guys sat back and played with a lot of  
defenders behind the ball,” Inverso said. “They did it 
well and that’s hard to break down.”

Inverso highlighted other defensive adjustments to 
their recent success as well. 

“[Graduate student midfielder] Sam Carter is 
holding his spot better in the midfield and we don’t 
have both outside backs going forward at the same 
time, which really hurt us in pre-conference,” said 
Inverso.

Coco, who manned the backfield with fellow 
countryman Emmanuel Kouma, cited communication 
as a key to defensive success.

“We work hard together,” Coco said. “We have a 
lot of  French guys in the back, so the communication 
is pretty easy.”

Coco’s defensive work earned him MAAC 
Defensive Player of  the Week honors on Oct. 7.

The Broncs hit the road on Oct. 9 to take on Saint 
Peter’s at 3 p.m. A win for the Broncs would even their 
all-time series with the Peacocks, 6-6-1. Rider then 
comes back home to take on Monmouth, which it has 
defeated in the last two matchups, on Oct. 12 at 7 
p.m. 

Rider’s 1-0-1 record put it in third place in the 
MAAC standings. 

Above it are Manhattan and Niagara, which are 
each tied for first with a 2-0 record. 

Following the Broncs in the standings are Iona with 
a 1-0 record. 

Saint Peter’s, Siena and Quinnipiac are tied for 
fifth with a 1-1 record. 

Fairfield clocks in at eighth with an 0-1-1 record. 
Marist sits at ninth with an 0-1 record.
Canisius and Monmouth are tied for last, both with 

0-2 records.

I’m happy to help the team. It was 
important for us to win tonight, so I’m 
very happy to score tonight.” 
                Senior back Sylvain Coco
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