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IT’S NOT AS OVER-EASY AS IT LOOKS 
Student wins $1000 grand prize at Eggcellent Egg 
Hunt. page 6

CELEBRITIES GO GREEN 
Celebrities are taking advantage of  their platforms to 
raise awareness for climate change. page 8

BRONC GOING ABROAD
Freshman women’s soccer back Niamh Cashin was 
selected to play for the England U19 team. page 12
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Rider celebrates Asian Pacific American Heritage Month

Rider’s fourth annual Eggcellent Egg Hunt took place on April 16 on the campus mall where students competed for candy and prize-filled eggs, enjoyed the Bronc Petting Zoo and played games.  

By Tatyanna Carman 

ASIAN Pacific American Heritage month presented four events throughout April 
that shared the culture and experiences of  Asians and Asian Americans to the 
Rider community.

The events were presented by The Asian Students at Rider (ASAR), the 
Rider International Student Association (RISA) and the Center for Diversity and 
Inclusion. 

The Pacific Islander Dancers kicked off  the month of  events on April 1, followed 
by Asian Game Night on April 3, Korean Theme Night on April 10 and an open 
discussion for Asians and Asian Americans on April 17.  

The Pacific Islander Dancers showcased the culture of  islands like Fiji, Tahiti 
and Hawaii through dance and music in Daly Dining Hall. 

The Asian Game Night in Lynch Adler Hall emulated popular Asian game 
shows on a smaller level. Some of  the games included “Can you K-pop,” where 
students had to replicate dances from K-pop groups to earn team points. Another 
game was “Asian Food Relay,” originally based in Japan, where students had to 
compete to eat the most food the fastest. 

“It was [interesting] to see the different games people would play for fun,” said 
sophomore psychology major, Chloe Smith. “It’s something new and exciting.” 

ASAR and RISA hosted Korean Theme Night in Lynch Adler Hall and talked 
about Korean culture and popular-culture. A portion of  the night was dedicated to 
more traditional Korean games such as the Korean version of  jacks and hacky sack. 

“Each event is supposed to immerse you into something that’s either popular in 
Asian culture or means a lot,” said junior marketing major and president of  ASAR, 
Judy Wong. 

The open discussion on Asian and Asian American students on campus, which 
occured in Lynch Adler Hall, allowed for students to share their experiences 
being Asian and for non-Asian students to share what it is like being around Asian 
students. 

Junior English major, Adam Chin said, “The central focus of  this event was to 
spread the idea and experience of  what it means to be Asian and, especially, Asian 
American, and how it contrasts with the idea of  being a foreign-born Asian or 
someone who grew up near Asians or is just interested in Asia in general.” 

The discussion started with introductions from each person who attended and 

went straight into conversation about the experiences, issues and pressures of  being 
Asian. Although the events and discussion were based around Asian culture, some 
of  the attendees were of  different backgrounds. 

“Asian culture has been slowly making way through K-pop since it’s one of  the 
biggest things that came over [to the U.S.] other than anime,” Wong said. “A lot 
of  people now know what anime is or what K-pop is and they could name BTS [a 
famous K-pop boy band] for sure.” 

The event ended with students conversing while getting snacks before they left.
“Everyone has a different experience and everyone’s experience is valid,” Smith 

said. “You should appreciate where you come from. Even if  where you come from 
isn’t amazing, especially if  you were treated poorly by the people around you, 
embrace your culture.”
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(Left to right)  Judy Wong, junior marketing major,  Jess Higham, senior psychology major, Lorenzo 
McCollum, graduate student and Adam Chin, junior English major speaking at the event. 

Students were egg-static for fourth 
annual Eggcellent Egg Hunt

SEE THAT’S 
PAGE 7➠
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Glassy Accident 
A sharp situation. On April 17 at 8:30 p.m., Public 

Safety received a call from a male student who 
reported a shattered glass tabletop in Gill Memorial 
Chapel. The student revealed that the tabletop broke 
while he was cleaning it and wanted to make sure 
Public Safety knew it was an accident. The glass was 
cleaned up and there is no known value of the table.

Bumper Cars
Parking lot troubles. On April 20 at 1:30 a.m., Public 

Safety responded to a call about a vehicle collision 
in a Greek life parking lot. After arriving, officers 
discovered that a university vehicle being used for 
student escort had attempted to make a turn and 
struck a parked vehicle. The damage to the university 
vehicle, which was operated by a female student, 
was a number of scratches and scrapes to the front 
bumper and a damaged turn signal. The parked 
vehicle sustained damage to its rear passenger-
side bumper and there was paint damage to both 
vehicles. There is no estimated value of damage and 
the matter is being dealt with internally.

Breaking and Cleaning 
This isn’t the laundromat. On April 21 at 10 p.m., a 

Public Safety officer was doing rounds in Centennial 
House, which is an administrative building, when 
he noticed that the lights in the laundry room 
were on and found that a dryer was being used. 
He then observed a male student retrieve the 
laundry and leave the building. The officer identified 
the individual and referred him to the Office of 
Community Standards.

— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim 
Flatley

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
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Rider questioned, could postpone WCC sale 
By Lauren Lavelle

A NEW Jersey judge has set an April 29 deadline for Rider to answer a set of  
100 questions posed by the state attorney general — a timeline which Rider’s 
faculty union believes may push the university’s ability to close the proposed 
sale of  Westminster Choir College (WCC) past the settlement date with the 

Chinese buyer, Kaiwen.
In an April 17 email, Rider’s chapter of  the American Association of  University 

Professors (AAUP) also notified faculty that the union is still awaiting an arbitration 
ruling on Rider’s layoff  of  WCC faculty in anticipation of  the sale.

“The arbitration response date was a target and, therefore, tentative,” the email 
said. “Though everyone is eager to hear the outcome of  his decision, the arbitrator 
will take whatever time necessary to make his decision. This period of  waiting 
doesn’t convey any meaning either positive or negative. As soon as his decision is 
known, the AAUP will notify all our members.”

In addition, the AAUP notified members that a recent case management hearing 
for the McMorris et al. v. Rider University lawsuit, which aims to prevent the sale 
of  Westminster Choir College (WCC) to Kaiwen Education, could impact the sale 
contract’s June 30 transfer date. 

“It is clear from the McMorris lawsuit that Rider cannot close the deal with the 
proposed buyer by their contractual deadline,” the union’s email said. “The AAUP 
views this is [sic] a very positive light. Among other things, Rider will continue 
to run Westminster next year and will require Westminster faculty to do so. We 
acknowledge this reality but the administration will decide the exact timing of  any 
announcement.”

Jeff  Halpern, the AAUP’s chief  contract administrator and grievance officer, said 
the AAUP decided to publicly answer these questions posed by a member in order 
to inform the community.  

“We thought they were reasonable questions and we try to be as transparent as 
we can,” he said. “Our members are rightfully nervous. At the moment, they still 
feel they are in limbo.”

According to Halpern, rescinding the layoff  notices is a logical choice for Rider 
because it will most likely be in charge of  WCC past the original transfer date. 

“Even if  they get an extension, they are going to need to run WCC next year,” 
Halpern said. “This whole deal comes from a scheme that [President Gregory] 
Dell’Omo came up with to try to raise additional money. It had nothing to do with 
the expense of  WCC, it had to do with its value.”

Kristine Brown, the associate vice president for university marketing and 
communications, said the Rider administration is anticipating the eventual 
arbitration results and declined to comment on the outcome of  the McMorris et al. 
v. Rider University case management hearing. 

“We look forward to the outcome of  the arbitrator’s important work and know 
these decisions take time,” Brown said. “In regards to the McMorris lawsuit, we do 
not comment publicly on pending litigation.” 

New Jersey state Attorney General requires Rider to answer a series of question regarding the WCC sale. 
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News

By Ryan Connelly 

DURING the course of  summer 2019, the pub, a campus staple with countless 
memories within its walls, is being renovated.

On all of  the panels currently in the pub, there are thousands of  names 
carved into the wood. Names which belong to past alumni who shared 

memories in the pub together. Those wooden panels mean so much to the alumni 
of  Rider that they are being preserved. 

“I’m going to miss the memories of  it,” said Nick Barbati, assistant director 
of  campus life for activities and student engagement. “There are so many times 
working at Rider that you attach memories to a major event. I can honestly 
say from overseeing the pub, some of  my favorite nights ever were just walking 
downstairs and seeing some of  our pub bartenders and talking with them. It’s 
definitely something I hold in my heart.”

On April 12, there was an event held in the pub for alumni to come back one last 
time and enjoy each other’s company before the renovations began this summer. It 
just so happened to fall on the same night as Rider Rock Fest, which made the pub 
packed like it used to be. 

“Alumni are going to have a lot of  sentimental views, I was kind of  expecting a 
lot of  people to be bummed about the change,” said Barbati. “Personally, I didn’t 
hear a lot of  that. In fact, when we had this event, there was just a lot of  great 
energy to it.”

  Barbati has been in charge of  the Pub since September 2007. It was one of  his 
first roles when he was hired at Rider. He had a huge part to do with planning the 
new layout, alongside his graduate assistant Chris Johnson and senior international 
business major Kevin Burns.  

“Nick Barbati has been so influential in this process. His experience, his 
knowledge and his ear to the students about what they want has been pivotal,” said 
Michael Reca, vice president for facilities and university operations. “It has been so 
helpful to have him this deeply engaged.”

Roughly 20 people pooled their minds together to help design the new layout for 
the pub. They worked closely with architects to complete their vision of  what the 
new pub should look like. 

“We’re going to make it a brighter space,” said Reca. “The wall panels are 
coming off, we’re adding more windows, brighter lighting and different flooring. 
[There’s] going to be new seats, a new bar, table service for ordering food, beer 
and wine, but it will be like a sports bar. Out of  the total project, [it’s going to cost] 
between $1 million and $1.5 million.” 

On the new walls, they plan to have many Rider logos spread across the bar 
along with TVs everywhere. On the menu, they plan to have finger foods, sandwich 
baskets and chef-made meals, as well. There is going to be a host to seat people 

when they arrive, plus waiters and waitresses to serve at tables. The pub will be 
open throughout the day but only serve alcohol within a certain time frame that has 
not been decided yet. 

“With students now, they all need a vibrant space to go to and I think the pub 
is going to produce that,” said Barbati. “It’s going to have a new feel to it, so we’re 
going to have a venue where students can go any day of  the week. I think this will 
be much more in line with what students want.”

The renovations for the pub and Cranberry’s are expected to be completed in time for the fall semester.

Pub renovations expected for fall semester 

Pool upgrades to come summer 2019
By Hailey Hensley

RIDER has recently begun extensive renovations to the Richard A. Coppola pool 
which are to be completed over the summer 2019.

 The renovations include a new pool deck and basin, upgrades to the 
filtration system, an entirely new drainage system and new dive stands. 

“The newly-added gutters will lead to better water flow and less waves, making 
for a faster pool,” said senior sports management major and swimmer Lucas 
Musselman. 

Musselman said he is looking forward to the improvements to the air quality in 
the pool facilities.

“Good air quality is something that most pool facilities struggle to maintain, so 
this improvement will help our program significantly,” he said.

According to Michael Reca, vice president of  facilities and university operations, 
the Richard A. Cappola pool is over 50-years-old and was originally built, not for 
athletics, but for a much different use. 

“[The pool] was built as a Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) pool for the 
ROTC program here back in ’60 something,” Reca said. “There were some minor 
renovations over the years but nothing as in-depth as we’re doing.” 

According to a press release on Rider’s website, the renovations are expected to 
cost around $1.5 million. A gift of  $700,000 was donated for the renovations by 
alumni Wayne Canastra ’72 and Jill Canastra ’72. 

 Reca said that Canastra was not involved with the renovation plans. 
“He was happy that he could help the pool program and the varsity swim team 

and all those things but he has not been actively involved,” said Reca.
The pool was drained at the end of  the swimming and diving 2019 season, 

according to Reca. 
 Though the pool is used frequently for the athletics department, Reca said the 

swimming and diving team was only part of  the reason for the renovations. 
“The pool is not just for the athletic department, the pool is for recreational swim 

and also has the ability to be rented to outside organizations to drive revenue,” Reca 
said.

The renovations are expected to be completed by June 21.
The student swimmers and divers are excited for the renovations. 
“We are very grateful that the athletic department is granting us the opportunity 

to have a better and more updated facility,” Musselman said.
However, despite the buzz surrounding the ongoing renovations, Musselman said 

that is not the only thing required for the continued success of  the swimming and 
diving team. 

“Hard work is the real determining factor of  success, so the team still has work to 
do regardless of  the renovations,” Musselman said. 

The Richard A. Coppola pool is currently under renovation. Upgrades to the pool deck, basin, filtration 
system, drainage system and dive stands are expected to be finished by June 21. 
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Arts&Entertainment
Over 20 senior dancers perform for the last time at Rider
By Tessa Douglas

MEMBERS of  the Rider Dance 
Ensemble (RDE) will step onto 
the Yvonne Theater’s stage ready 
to perform in their student-run 

spring showcase “In Full Bloom” on April 
26 and 27.  

Senior marketing major and RDE 
Public Relations Chair Victoria Miller, 
has served on the board since her 
sophomore year and has held various 
positions. During this upcoming 
production, it will be Miller’s last time 
performing and choreographing for 
RDE.

According to Miller, “This show, like 
all of  them, is going to be filled with 
exceptional talent and student works.”

Junior dance major and RDE member 
Rose Conroy-Voza will be appearing in three dances as well as choreographing 
her first RDE dance number.

“This [RDE] show is going to be very different from past productions as it is 
showcasing many more styles of  dance” said Conroy-Voza. “The show is really 
going to make you laugh, cry, scream and cheer.”

According to Miller, the show contains contemporary, jazz, tap and hip-hop 
pieces. 

Miller said that a lot of  the dances have “special meaning and stories.” 
Conroy-Voza choreographed a dance to the song “The Lady is A Tramp,” 

which is sung by Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga. She stated “I wanted to mix jazz 
with jazz dance today just like Bennett and Gaga did with their voices.”

Like Miller, Conroy-Voza mentioned how some of  the dances are 
heartbreaking, especially the ones choreographed by seniors. She said “Some of  
them want to pursue careers in paths other than dance so this is possibly the last 
time they have the opportunity to choreograph a dance.”

“In Full Bloom” will be the last RDE production for over 20 senior members.
“The spring semester is always bittersweet as we say goodbye to the 

graduating seniors,” said Miller. “For me, 
personally, this is going to be my hardest 
goodbye at Rider, this club has shaped my 
Rider experience in so many ways and I’m 
so grateful.”

Prior to performing in front of  a public 
audience, the members of  RDE rehearse 
for multiple weeks in advance. 

Conroy-Voza said “RDE rehearsals are 
hilarious and sometimes the best part of  my 
week.”

RDE is not allowed to practice in 
the dance studios located on campus so, 
instead, RDE reheases in various residence 
hall lounges and the Fine Arts Lobby until 
a week or two before their showcase.

According to Conroy-Voza, “Being 
in small spaces with close friends always 
results in many inside jokes and laughing.”

Both Miller and Conroy-Voza will be dancing alongside their friends during 
the showcase.

“I love all of  the members of  RDE with my whole heart” said Conroy-Voza. 
“[RDE] has given me some of  my closest friends and sharing the stage with them 
twice a year has given me some of  my favorite memories.”

Like Conroy-Voza, Miller said “I’m excited to dance on the stage one last 
time with my friends. I am so proud to be a part of  RDE.” 

Admission is free with a suggested donation to support The American Cancer 
Society. Raffle baskets and “Kiss the Cast” notes will be available for purchase 
upon entry. 

There will be one show at 7 p.m. on April 26 and two shows on April 27 at 2 p.m. and 5 
p.m.

Dancers prepare for their student-run spring showcase, “In Full Bloom” on April 26 and 27. 
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Seniors gear up for graduation

That’s all, yolks: Flock of students participating in egg hunt prove sunny day is all it’s cracked up to be
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While students search for egg-citing prizes during the fourth annual Eggscellent Egg Hunt hosted by 107.7 The Bronc on April 16, sophomore elementary education major Carly Warcholik (bottom 
left) embraced a baby goat at the Bronc Petting Zoo. Other activities, such as a stampede race with AJ the Bronc (top left) and human billiards, took place on the Campus Mall. 

By Christian McCarville

WITH less than a month 
until commencement, 
graduating seniors  
are starting to get 

ready for the big day. Kicking 
off  the countdown was the 
Senior Send-Off  event held in 
the Cavalla Room on April 23.

With the main goal of  
the function to get seniors 
prepared for the future, Office 
of  Student Life Coordinator 
Naquasia Ramsey-Sheppard 
described the event as “a 
one-stop opportunity for all 
graduating seniors to take care 
of  all the necessary details on 
the road to Commencement.” 

Students were able to grab 
their caps, gowns and tickets. 

For one Rider senior, the 
experience was an emotional 
whirlwind. 

“When I went into the 
Cavalla Room, I saw people 
I talk to everyday and people 
I haven’t seen since freshman 
year,” senior international 
business major Rachael 
Samonski said. “You can’t help 
but think of  the memories 
we’ve made over the past four 
years.

Counseling Services were 
also present and available for 
post-graduation preparation 
advice. The seniors were given 
assistance in how to pay off  
student loans they took out in 
the beginning of  their college 
journey.

In addition, Career Services 
attended the event, equipped 

with a row of  computers for 
seniors to take a survey on their 
on-campus job or internship 
experience and future plans. 

Employees from the Rider 
University Bookstore passed 
around raffle tickets that 
students could fill out for a 
chance to win a free diploma 
frame, however, students were 
also able to purchase custom 
Rider diploma frames at this 
event. 

A box of  class rings were 
also displayed for purchase. 

After stopping in the 
Cavalla Room, seniors were 
encouraged to visit the alumni 
relations office, where they 
could receive a free gift. 

Throughout the seven 
hours that students were able 
to obtain their graduation 

information, many were 
socializing with their 2019 class 
and reminiscing about their 
time at Rider.

Senior accounting major 
Peter Duca reflected on how 
Senior Send-Off  put into 
perspective how soon he will 
be graduating and how much 
Rider has helped him on his 
journey toward success. 

“I’m looking forward to 
beginning a new chapter in 
my life as a Rider graduate 
and starting the process of  
beginning my career,” Duca 
said. “Rider has taught and 
given me many things that will 
definitely have a lasting impact 
on me, and the Senior Send-
Off  is the first step toward 
making graduation a reality.”

A sea of graduating seniors line up to pick up their commencement gowns and 
caps during Senior Send-Off in the Cavalla Room on April 23.

M
eg

an
 L

up
o 

/T
he

 R
id

er
 N

ew
s

A fourth grade class and a missing hamster makes for a not-so sweet situation 
By Megan Lupo 

WALKING around campus, students 
may have noticed lost hamster signs 
taped throughout academic and 
student buildings. 

Although many may have wondered why 
Ms. Gold’s fourth grade class were trying to 
find their class pet on Rider’s campus, those 
missing poster’s are actually advertisements 
for the upcoming student-written play, 
“Butterscotch,” a hamster murder mystery, 
according to sophomore musical theater 
major Dylan Erdelyi. 

Taking place in a fourth-grade classroom 
at the imaginary Hawk Hills elementary 
school, the performances will be held in an 
unconventional location– a Rider classroom 
in Memorial Hall room 304 from April 26 to 
28. 

“It kind of  developed throughout the 
process because, at first, it was a space issue. 
I thought we might do it in the Spitz but 
then I thought it might be hard to book it,” 
Erdelyi said. “Me and my friend were looking 
around different spaces on campus, and I 
was like ‘Where would this play work? It’s 
set in a classroom, so why don’t we do it in a 
classroom?’ I just walked through Memorial 
[Hall], Lynch Adler [Hall], and then I found 
these classrooms in Memorial [Hall] that 
were huge, so I was like ‘OK this could totally 
work in here.’”

Although the classroom setting posed 
a series of  challenges for accoustics 
and lighting, Erdelyi said that it was an 
opportunity for him, the crew and the 11 cast 
members to be creative and versatile. 

For freshman musical theater major Grace 
Auer, who recently starred in “A Broncway 
Princess Party,” the unique performing 
environment was an element that she had 
to adjust to, as she has never performed 
anywhere else but in a theater atmosphere. 

“That’s been quite the challenge, making 
sure that the audience can see you at all times 
and being really into the idea that you’re not 
on a main stage,” Auer said, who plays the 
fourth grade goody-two shoes Susie. “You’re 
on a different playing field, so you’re always 
on your toes and always thinking. It’s really 
interesting.”

The avant garde venue will add to an 
immersive feeling for the audience, Erdelyi 
adds.   

Another original aspect to the play is that 
it has never been performed before. 

Although Valen-Marie Santos, the 
playwright, who is Erdelyi’s friend, goes to 
Northwestern University, Erdeyli said he kept 
her involved from the audition to rehearsal 
process, where the draft has been restructured 
four times.  

Auer has enjoyed the learning experience.  
“Something that Dylan already touched 

on that I have really learned so much from 
is that it’s always changing. If  something 
doesn’t make sense or you’re not really getting 
something, you can go to the root and go 
from there,” Auer said. “You can always 
learn, and it’s always evolving and changing 
so it’s really cool to be a part of  a show that 
doesnt have a preconceived notion.”

Like the ingenuity, the advertisements for 
the show, also, were intended to be innovative.

“I worked a lot with my marketing 
director, Rebecca Gialanella, a sophomore 
arts administration major. We wanted all of  
our marketing to be in the world the show. 
We based the Instagram on the profiles of  
the different characters,” Erdelyi said. “From 
that, we talked about graphics and tried to 
make it as visually interesting as we could. 
Then we also wanted do some fun posters.
That actually gained a lot of  attention from 
people who think there’s actually a missing 
hamster. It’s been pretty cool.”

To reserve tickets, visit butterscotchtheplay.com. Co
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The cast of Butterscotch rehearsing for their upcoming shows in Memorial Hall, starting April 26. 

Masha the hamster is the model for the “Butterscotch” 
posters that have been circulating around the campus.  

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f R

eb
ec

ca
 G

ia
la

ne
lla

By Lauren Minore

STUDENTS scrambled over 10,000 brightly-
colored eggs to find the $1000 grand prize 
during 107.7 The Bronc’s fourth annual 
Eggcellent Egg Hunt on April 16.

Surrounding the Campus Mall,  among the 
various food trucks and vendors, were enthusiastic 
participants ready for the chance to grab the egg 
that would make them $1000 richer. 

Students donned bright red bags, handed out 
by the Student Government Association (SGA), 
to collect their eggs, while they impatiently waited 
for the moment the announcer would count down, 
“Three, two, one, go” to initiate the hunt. 

The DiLorenzo’s pizza food truck and Rita’s 
Italian Ice were the last things on students’ minds as 
they ran across the grass, spreading themselves out 
to gather as many bright shells as they could. 

Almost as quickly as the hunt started, the winner 
was announced. 

Alicia Thompson, a freshman accounting major, 
was confused when she was about to open one of  
the green eggs she grabbed because it felt light. 
When she saw what was inside, she quickly realized 
it was the opposite of  empty. 

“When the egg opened, all I saw was the zeros, I 
was speechless. I was jumping up and down telling 
my friends that I won,” Thompson said. “I soon 
realized I had to control myself  because I thought 
someone was going to take the egg away from me.”

When she won the money, Thompson was 
escorted by Pamela Pruitt, director of  the center of  
diversity and inclusion, to claim her prize.

“Alicia came up to me and said, ‘Dr. Pruitt, I 
just won the $1000.’ I said, ‘You did?’ And when 
she said yes, I asked to see the ticket. After showing 

it to me, I told her to put it safely in the pouch on 
her jacket and we interlocked arms and we walked 
briskly to The Bronc 107.7 table,” Pruitt said. 
“Kristine Brown from University Communications 
came up to us, and I told her that Alicia had won 
the $1000 and Kristine escorted us to the winner’s 
table. We were so excited for Alicia. In fact, I’m still 
excited.”

Among the 15 sponsors at the event, John 
Mozes, general manager of  107.7 The Bronc, said 
that Barnes and Noble at the Rider Bookstore, 
SGA, Gourmet Dining and Xfinity made the event 
possible. 

Mozes said part of  his previous experience as a 
broadcaster in commercial radio involved planning 
successful events, like egg hunts, which was what 
inspired him to bring the idea to life on a college 
campus. 

“The other part [of  my thought-process] was for 
my students here, finding ways to give them engaged 
learning opportunities,” he said. 

Mozes explained that broadcasting has become 
event-driven because it is a great way for stations 
to get sponsor dollars and to market and promote 
their company. He also expressed the importance of  
preparing his students for the industry to give them 
an edge above other candidates going forward. 

“I was looking for events that could give my 
students something more on their resume to make 
them stand out from the crowd, something that sets 
them apart from anybody else,” he said. “The fact 
that they are able to run these large-scale events 
makes them much more marketable. The idea was 
then to give the [107.7 The Bronc] students an 
engaged learning opportunity and to give the Rider 
students the opportunity to be engaged.”

Mozes said the planning process begins the day 
after the previous year’s event. However, with almost 
year-long planning, obstacles are bound to pop up.   

“One of  the kinks this year is that we didn’t have 
baby chicks, which is everybody’s favorite,” he said. 
“We double checked as early as the day before, and 
[the company] said, “We’re all good for the chicks,” 
and my two students [who went to pick them up] 
called me up and said, “There’s no chicks, they sold 
them yesterday.””

Mozes then asked his students to request if  the 
company that originally offered to donate the chicks 
could find someone else to provide them. They 
found a tractor supply company in Flemmington, 
N.J., who were able to provide over two dozen 
baby chickens for the egg hunt. It turned out to be 
an important learning experience for his students, 
according to Mozes. 

The chickens, once again, were a main attraction, 
along with the other animals that students were 
swarming to hold at the Bronc Petting Zoo area.

With all the activities at the egg hunt, Thompson 
did not only walk away with the grand prize from 
this campus tradition, but she experienced the 
essence of  being a part of  the Rider community, 
despite a difficult start to her college career.    

Thompson revealed that, although she has faced 
challenges at college that she did not anticipate, 
meeting her friends and attending inclusive, campus-
wide events have made it worthwhile. 

“My experience at Rider has been rough, 
especially in the fall, but once I found people I can 
hang out with and share my different interests with 
[I was happy],” she said. “The different events on 
campus helps expose me to what the school has to 
offer.”



F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Celebrities speak up on climate

IN light of  Earth Day, I want to 
turn Rider’s attention to the grim 
reality of  our mother earth. In 
October, The Washington Post 

declared the world has less than 10 
years to get climate change under 
control, predicted by United Nations 
scientists. I recalled being told all my 
life the importance of  the three R’s: 
reduce, reuse, recycle and to follow 
the infamous “do not litter” rule in 
order to keep our planet clean. We 
learned about our precious planet 
and oceans as well as the living 
organisms who inhabit it in biology 
classrooms. 

With the influx of  carbon dioxide 
in our atmosphere and plastic in our 
oceans, the planet's problems are 
in desperate need of  more concrete 
exposure. Luckily, many celebrities 
are aware of  the unpredictable 
dangers of  climate change and are 
taking advantage of  their platforms 
to potentially be a part of  the 
change.  

Singer Willow Smith has recently 
collaborated with Adidas to release 
a 100 percent recyclable sneaker 
called Futurecraft Loop. This isn’t 
Adidas’ first initiative to jumpstart 
sustainability innovations.

 “In 2015, the company 
partnered with Parley for the Oceans 
to create shoes whose uppers were 
made entirely of  yarns and filaments 
reclaimed and recycled from marine 
plastic waste and illegal deep-sea 
gillnets,” said Treehugger.com. This 
year, Adidas will “produce 11 million 
pairs of  these wonderfully ‘trashy’ 
shoes through intercepting plastic 
waste on beaches, remote islands 
and in coastal communities.”

“This is the turning point for 
plastic. To minimize waste and 
multiply the lives of  our materials. 
This is our first sports shoe that’s 
made to be remade. Futurecraft 
LOOP,” said Adidas via Twitter. 

Adidas said the shoes were “the 
beginning to the end of  waste” and 
they are set to be released in 2021.

Willow Smith is not the only 
Smith generating change through 
sustainability. Her older brother, 
Jaden Smith, has teamed up with 
their father Will Smith in creating 
a water bottle that is made up of  
80 percent renewable resources 
containing zero plastic. Jaden 
Smith’s Just Water was originally 50 
percent renewable with the bottle 
being made of  paper until replacing 
it with sugarcane. 

“The environmental crisis is a 
problem of  the youth and the youth 
is going to be the one who has 
to heal this problem,” said Jaden 
Smith. 

Actress Zazie Beetz partnered 
with New York City council 
members to pass a historic retrofit 
bill called the Dirty Buildings Bill 
that will help polluting buildings 
go green and cut New York City’s 
emissions by 40 percent. Real estate 
is the cause of  70 percent of  New 
York’s emissions and only two 
percent of  those buildings create 
half  of  all the city’s pollution, 
according to Beetz. 

With only 100 companies 
responsible for 71 percent of  
global emissions, according to The 

Guardian, a small number of  fossil 
fuel producers as well as investors 
can be the solution in seizing climate 
change. 

“This is the most radical 
legislation regarding housing 
emissions to be passed in the 
world. The climate crisis affects the 
poor, minority communities and 
the disenfranchised the most. So, 
let’s get together and hold those 
accountable. Including ourselves,” 
said Beetz. 

In recent years, climate change 
has become more politicized and 
divisive in the United States. Other 
countries around the world seem 
to acknowledge the catastrophic 
consequences that can result in lack 
of  action. The topic gained a lot of  
attention during former President 
Obama’s last term when he stated, 
“99.5 percent of  scientists and 
experts [and] 99 percent of  world 
leaders agree human-caused climate 
change needs to be reckoned with,” 
with some Republicans calling it a 
“hoax.”

“While the world is in turmoil 
and falling apart in so many 
different ways especially with ISIS, 
our President is worried global 
warming — what a ridiculous 
situation,” then-GOP frontrunner 
Donald Trump said in a video post 
on Instagram in 2015.  

From model Luka Sabbat’s Evian 
hashtag #flipitforgood initiative to 
prevent plastic in oceans, to Game 
of  Thrones actor Jason Momoa 
shaving his beard in solidarity to 
bring awareness to reducing plastic 
usage and utilizing aluminum, our 
generation has the ability and the 
knowledge to make a difference on 
our planet that is currently dying. 
We are witnessing firsthand the 
abnormal intensity and frequency 
of  natural disasters taking place 
internationally. Now that we are of  
age to vote, we can emphasize this 
crisis and take it into our own hands. 

Follow the science. 
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G R E E N  CO R N E R 

Rider eco-rep teams up  with Climate Reality Leadership Corps Training

Beyoncé Knowles-Carter performing at the 2016 Superbowl. 

Opinion

IMAGINE a room filled with half  of  Rider’s undergraduate population. That’s 
approximately the number of  people that Melissa Greenberg, Rider’s 
Sustainability Manager and I recently joined with at the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps Training.  A grand total of  about 2,000 people were 

crowded into a conference room in the Georgia World Conference Center last 
month for three days, focusing on climate change-based issues and, in particular, 
environmental justice issues facing communities of  color, low-income, rural and 
urban communities. 

In 2006, former U.S. Vice President Al Gore released the Academy Award-
winning film, “An Inconvenient Truth” and got the world talking about climate 
change. The Office of  Sustainability hosted a screening of  it as one of  their 
monthly Green Films in 2011. Later that year, Gore founded The Climate Reality 
Project to move the conversation forward and turn awareness into action. Fast 
forward to now and not only did Gore come out with “An Inconvenient Sequel: 
Truth to Power,” the next chapter of  the film, but the Climate Reality Project is a 
diverse and global group of  over 19,000 passionate individuals from all walks of  
life and countries around the world, with the goal to solve the greatest threat to 
our generation: climate change. 

All of  the 200 tables were filled with individuals from all over the world with a 
desire to learn more information and how to present it. My table was composed 
of  students from other colleges and universities. Five out of  the 10 people from 
my group were from the University of  Delaware, ranging in a variety of  majors, 
such as political science, English writing, apparel design and secondary education. 
I came to learn that this group of  students were the board members of  their own 
Climate Reality Project — Campus Corps. Another individual just finished taking 
her bar exam and was moving back to her hometown in Spain with the plan to 
become an environmental lawyer. 

When asked about why he decided to come to the Climate Reality Training, 
University of  Delaware sophomore Zach Roy said, “I want to be a part of  the 
change that saves our planet for generations to come. I want to be able to tell 
everyone that I was on the right side of  this battle and that I was empowered with 
the knowledge that was shared by Al Gore.” 

After meeting our table mates, we were introduced to the organization: 
what climate reality stands for, who has been involved and how they have been 
spreading the word. This training was specifically focused on the impacts of  
climate change and how climate inaction has systematically affected the most 
vulnerable in our communities: low-income families, homeless individuals and 
people of  color. The goal of  this training was to show leaders how they can 
empower their own communities to fight these systemic failings and combat 

climate change. Gore, founder of  the Climate Reality Project said, “We want 
to draw from the strength of  civil rights movements and add them to our own 
climate movements”. 

As part of  the training, Gore gave a three-hour presentation about how climate 
change impacts our communities and what people are doing to combat the effects. 
This particular training was very focused on the complications lower income and 
communities of  color face in terms of  pollution. Many of  his slides focused on 
these topics and how these communities have systematically experienced these 
problems and how little is being done to make it known and make it stop. 

A recurring theme was about unity and how to bring people from all religions, 
genders, sexualities, races, ages and professions together. Throughout the training, 
it became abundantly clear that climate change impacts everyone.

We experienced several panels that hosted inspiring people from Native 
American tribes, churches and schools. An 11-year-old boy made an appearance 
and we learned that he was one of  the 21 children currently suing the United 
States government for climate inaction. Several Native Americans spoke of  the 
environmental racism they face when protecting their waterways and land. When 
asked what he thought of  the young-adult panel, University of  Delaware senior 
education major Edwin Lopez said “This is it. This is why I want to become a 
teacher. Kids are so inspirational and they don’t even realize it. These kids were 
really able to get everyone excited and energized, something that the climate 
movement needs.” 

We know the environmental impacts, we know how it can impact human 
health, but sometimes it’s difficult to see and hear the people who have been 
directly impacted and affected by pollution and climate change. The Climate 
Reality Project puts faces to these problems and, last month, Climate Reality 
empowered 2,000 more people with the knowledge to spread the word, to act and 
to make a difference. These trainings happen a few times each year and are free. 
You just need to apply and get accepted. The Climate Reality Project shows that 
we don’t need a handful of  people acting perfectly sustainable, but millions of  
people doing it imperfectly. With little changes to our daily habits, being active in 
our own communities, picking up a sustainability studies minor, and spreading the 
climate word, we can make a difference. If  every Rider student made a conscious 
decision to act sustainably every day, collectively, we can change the world.  

For more information about the training, go to www.climaterealityproject.org. 

                                                                 Lauren Margel
                                                                             Rider Eco-Rep

F I L M  R E V I E W

Homecoming: Beychella exceeds everyone's expectations in more ways than one

AROUND this time last year, Coachella held its annual two-weekend music 
festival where attendees by the thousands from different parts of  the world 
gathered in the deserts of  California to experience their favorite performers 
live. Each year, Coachella features a headliner to close out the festival and, last 

year, Beyoncé became the first black woman to headline in Coachella history. So, she 
decided to turn the festival upside down.

Because of  the importance of  Beyoncé’s performance, she chose to construct 
a performance paying homage to historically black colleges and universities 
(HBCUs). Beyoncé personally hand-picked her all-black orchestra, majorette 
dancers and vocalists, some who were members of  HBCUs to bring to life black 
culture center stage for the world to see. 

Fast forward one year later, Netflix posted a single promotion to their social 
media platform of  one word, “HOMECOMING” onto a yellow background and 
the world already knew— Beyoncé was coming. 

As someone who has been a fan of  Beyoncé for many years, this day was 
important to see the inside of  her creative mind and the driving force of  her craft. 
As a black woman, this day was pivotal for the culture because we were able to 
witness history beautifully represented on a monumental platform. 

As Beyonce'ś rendition of  her 2016 single “Sorry” transitioned into the black 
national anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” originally written as a poem by 
NAACP leader James Weldon Johnson, you could hear a pin drop in the audience. 
The harmonious and synchronized stomps from the dancers filled the air with a 
feeling of  unity and strength that was obviously present on that stage. 

After Beyoncé performed her hit record “Formation,” the scene faded and the 
b-roll began with a firm but passionate quote from the late Nina Simone on the 
importance of  encouraging black youth. 

“To me, we are the most beautiful creatures in the whole world, black people 
and I mean that in every sense. My job is to somehow make them curious enough 
or persuade them by hook or crook to get more aware of  themselves and where 
they came, what they are into and what is already there. This is what compels me 
to compel them,” said Simone. 

Black and white shots of  Beyoncé rehearsing with her ensemble, giving and 
receiving feedback from everyone shifted my broad perception of  a perfectionist. I 
assumed, in order to produce such an intricate performance, that it took a certain 
attitude and personality of  sternness and abrasiveness. Beyoncé embodied neither 

of  those qualities. 
Her compassion for 
the culture translated 
into respect and open-
mindedness of  the 
various individuals who 
performed alongside her 
that night.

“The amount of  swag 
is limitless, the things 
that these young people 
can do with their bodies, 
the music they can 
play, the drum rolls, the 
haircuts and the bodies 
it’s just not right it’s just so much damn swag,” said Beyoncé. 

The singer expressed that she wanted anyone who has ever been dismissed or 
marginalized to be represented on that stage which was exceeded that very night 
in April. She wanted to do more than just wear the flower crown but to bring her 
reality center stage. 

The impact of  the performance was so prodigious that her performance was 
renamed “Beychella.” I have witnessed little girls on my social media mimicking 
Beyonce'ś performance and that is when it hit me. This performance goes beyond 
Beyoncé herself  but the younger generation, her successors of  tomorrow that 
she impacts today. I will forever be moved by the sole fact that I got to live and 
experience the greatness of  Beyoncé́, beyond what she means to the culture but 
what us as a people mean to her.  

You can watch the documentary “Homecoming” on Netflix. 
                                                                  

                Qur'an Hansford 
                                                                              journalism major
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By Stephen Neukam

ANOTHER exciting year of  Rider athletics means another season of  
accomplishments by the university’s athletes. These feats, accomplished by 
teams, teammates and individuals, create unforgettable moments. With that 
said, it is time to take a look back at the best of  Rider athletics over the past 

year. Here are the top five moments of  the 2018-19 season.
5. Devine Eke and Amari Johnson make ESPN SportsCenter Top 10.
Men’s basketball junior forward Devine Eke and women’s basketball junior guard 

Amari Johnson made spectacular plays that landed them on SportsCenter Top 10.
Eke’s highlight play was an alley-oop dunk that he finished off  in a January 

victory over St. Peter’s. Johnson made a game-saving block in a win over Fairfield in 
January.

4. Men’s soccer wins MAAC Championship and makes NCAA 
Tournament.

The men’s soccer team strung together a five-game winning streak and upset the 
top two seeds in the tournament to win its third MAAC championship in four years.

Rider drew No. 16 Akron in the NCAA Tournament and lost 3-1 to the Zips on 
Nov. 15 in the first round. Sophomore Pablo DeCastro scored in the 78th minute of  
the high-profile contest.

3. Niamh Cashin represents England at U19 soccer tournaments.
Women’s soccer freshman back Niamh Cashin was called up by the England 

national team to play in the Union of  European Football Association U19 
Championship in Croatia in October. 

Cashin appeared in all three games that the team played and earned her first 
career international start on Oct. 4. England won all three games by a combined 
score of  21-0.

2. Men’s swimming and diving team win eighth straight MAAC title.
The men’s swimming and diving team won its eighth straight conference title on 

Feb. 16 and outscored the second place team by 239 points.
In addition to the team’s accomplishment, Head Coach Steve Fletcher was 

named MAAC Men’s Coach of  the Year for the sixth consecutive season after 
winning his ninth total MAAC championship.

1. Stella Johnson gets MAAC Player of  the Year and triple-double.
Women’s basketball junior guard Stella Johnson put on an unforgettable 

performance on Nov. 17 when she recorded the program’s first-ever triple double 
by totaling 35 points, 12 rebounds, 10 assists and six steals in a 85-67 victory over 
Mount St. Mary’s. 

Johnson was also awarded the MAAC Player of  the Year on March 8. She was 
the second player to ever win the award in program history.

Top five moments of the 2018-19 seasons

By Austin Ferguson

THE track and field team competed at different 
invitational meets on April 19 and 20 at Widener, 
Georgia Tech, Princeton and Duke, with one 
athlete putting up a qualifying mark for the 

Intercollegiate Association of  Amateur Athletes of  
America (IC4A) championships.

The Broncs’ biggest event of  the weekend came 
at the Duke Invitational in Durham, North Carolina, 
including nine top-10 finishes and a victory in the 
women’s high jump.

In the women’s high jump, junior Quinn Bithell 
finished first, reaching 1.68 meters in the event to beat 
12 other competitors. 

Junior Ronetta Hunter had the only other top five 
finish for Rider’s women, placing fourth in shot put 
with a distance of  14.15 meters. 

The men’s best performance came from senior 
Michael Horn, who finished second in the triple jump 
with a distance of  15.39 meters. 

“Going into the event, I was feeling really well,” 
Horn said. “I had a good week of  practice and my 
legs were feeling loose. I knew that if  I executed what 
I worked on in practice, good results would show.”

The mark qualified him for the IC4A 
championships and, according to Rider Head Coach 
Bob Hamer, possibly landed him a spot in NCAA 
qualifiers. 

“Mike Horn was a big highlight today at Duke 
finishing second in the [triple jump] and jumping 
a mark that likely could get him to the NCAA 
Preliminary round this spring,” Hamer said. “It is 
really great to see Mike jumping like this, he really 
took a big step backwards this winter with an injury, 
but he has really been good the last few weeks.”

In other men’s action, three Broncs placed in 
the top 10 in the javelin throw. Freshmen Anthony 
Ragusa, Christopher Bagnell and Greg Paloso 
finished fourth, ninth and 10th in the event, achieving 
distances of  60.13 meters, 56.94 meters and 54.55 
meters, respectively.

In the men’s hammer throw event, senior Matthew 
Kraemer threw for 56.47 meters to place sixth.

The quartet of  juniors Michael Cephas and 
Benjamin Aidoo, sophomore Marquis Smallwood and 

freshman Ayomide Oyewole finished eighth in the 
men’s 4x100 relay with a time 41.81 seconds. 

Oyewole also had a top 10 finish in the men’s long 
jump and finished in 10th with a jump of  6.95 meters.

Rider had eight competitors place in the top five in 
their respective events at the Widener Invitational in 
Chester, Pennsylvania on April 19 and 20, including 
three top 10 finishes in the men’s 800 meter event.

In the competition, freshman Mike Mazzei, junior 
Isaiah Jean-Baptiste and freshman Donny Vineyard 
finished third, fifth and sixth, respectively. All three 
runners finished within a second of  each other, with 
Mazzei posting a time of  1:54.49.

In the men’s 1500 meter, freshman Ben Woodward 
finished with a time of  4:00.10, which was enough for 
fifth place. 

The Broncs had a third place finish in the men’s 
3000 meter steeplechase from freshman Will Spector, 
who finished with a time of  9:46.54.

Senior Alexis Pignataro threw herself  into fifth 
place in the women’s hammer throw with a distance 
of  42.48 meters. 

Seniors Destiny Kearny and Jennifer Maurer both 
finished in the top five in the women’s triple jump, 
with Kearny earning a second-place performance at 
11.43 meters.

Rider sent graduate student Sara Gardner to 
Atlanta to compete in the women’s 100-meter hurdle 
event at the Georgia Tech Invitational on April 19. 
Gardner came in seventh, finishing with a time of  
14.37 seconds.

Freshman Kevin Heredia had the best finish for the 
Broncs at the Larry Ellis Invitational in Princeton on 
April 20, finishing fourth in the unseeded men’s 800 
meter dash with a time of  1:54.45.

“It was a mixed bag this weekend for the team,” 
said Hamer. “We were really hoping for some 
breakthrough performances, and we did get some, but 
not as many as we had desired.”

The Broncs will be splitting up again when the 
team travels to Philadelphia for the 125th Penn Relays 
on April 25 and April 26 as others will compete in the 
Lions Invitational at TCNJ in Ewing on April 26 and 
April 27.

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Broncs post nine top-10 finishes at Duke

A compilation of the top five moments of the 2018-19 seasons, selected by The Rider News’ sports editors.

Senior Michael Horn finished second in the triple jump with a 15.39 mark.
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B A S E B A L L

Rider’s losing streak extends to six games

S O F T B A L L

Broncs shut out in MAAC doubleheader at Bobcats
By Dylan Manfre

FOLLOWING a split series against St. Peter’s and a 
doubleheader vs. Manhattan, the softball team was 
in desperate need for a win as it hosted Fairleigh 
Dickinson on April 17 and traveled to Quinnipiac 

on April 23.
The Broncs had defeated the Knights in their 

previous seven meetings dating back to 2010. Fairleigh 
Dickinson ended the dry spell taking the first game 
in a 3-2 score but dropped the second contest 4-2 at 
Herb and John Young Field.

In the opening game, each of  FDU’s three runs 
were earned off  junior pitcher Debra Jones, who 
fell to 3-6 in the circle this season. Jones gave up six 
hits and walked two in 6.2 innings of  service. Rider 
inserted junior Emily Oltman to record the final out.

Junior infielder Rachael Zeides went a combined 
3-for-6 between the two games and had one of  Rider’s 
two home runs in the second game of  the double 
header. The second long ball came courtesy of  senior 
catcher Kiera Swank, who went 2-for-3 in game two.

“We understood we had to reassess ourselves [after 
game one] and that’s exactly what we did,” Swank 
said. “We just took control and hit the ball where we 
needed to.”

With two weeks left in her senior year, Swank said 
she wants to “Leave it all out on the field.”

The Quinnipiac doubleheader was pushed back 
to April 23 due to inclimate weather. The Broncs 
entered the series 3-7 in conference play. They were 
2-10 all-time verses the Bobcats but were coming off  
a dominating 10-0 victory in their last meeting on 
March 31, 2018.

Second year Head Coach Davon Ortega 
mentioned that with the season winding down, 

this series has immense implications in regards to 
conference play.

“We need to play our best softball,” Ortega said. 
“We need to keep our game simple but again it’s a big 
series. We need to stay focused on one game at a time; 
one pitch at a time.”

Rider dropped a competitive first contest to the 
Bobcats, 1-0, which featured an extra eighth inning.

Bobcat oututfielder Kayla Jensen hit a single with 
the bases loaded and sent catcher Hannah Davis 
across the plate. The other two hits in game one came 
from pinch hitter Lo Yarnall and Jen Fey, who led the 
Quinnipiac women’s basketball team to the MAAC 
championship this past winter.

Rider sophomore hurler Debra Jones tossed a 
complete game and struck out two batters.

Quinnipiac dominated game two producing six 
runs on six hits giving the Bobcats a 6-0 win and their 
12th all-time against Rider.

Quinnipiac scored two runs in the home second 
and recorded a four-run fourth inning.

Their strong bats were backed by a solid 
performance in the field and in the circle by Lauren 
King, who tossed seven scoreless innings.

Rider broke up King’s no-hitter in the top of  the 
sixth inning as redshirt junior infielder Gabby Bram 
singled to left field with no outs. Freshman pitcher 
Brooklyn Trujillo followed it up with a single of  her 
own.

The Broncs fell to 7-35 overall and continue their 
long road trip with a doubleheader against Army West 
Point on April 24 and two MAAC doubleheaders 
against Siena and Marist on April 27 and 28, 
respectively.  

By Ryan Connelly 

ATOUGH stretch continued for the baseball team as it lost, 11-0, to Princeton on 
April 17 and dropped both games of  a doubleheader at Georgetown on April 
20. Rider also lost to St. Joseph’s, 13-7, on April 23.

In the first contest of  the two-game series, the Hoyas had a fire sparked 
within their offense and scored eight runs in the first two innings. The Broncs 
were scoreless until the top of  the fifth inning when junior infielder Kyle Johnson 
grounded out and allowed junior outfielder Sebastian Williamson to score. 

“We have struggled finishing innings,” said Head Coach Barry Davis. “A high 
majority of  the runs we’ve given up are with two outs. Therefore, big innings have 
occurred much more than we would like.”

Johnson emphasized the importance of  staying focused and putting together a 
complete game.

“As a whole, myself  included, we need to play all nine innings and try to avoid 
the big inning,” said Johnson. “We can’t let the little things affect us and try to 
control what you can control.”

With RBIs from senior infielder Richie Tecco and freshman infielder David 
Bermudez, the Broncs cut the lead down to 11-3 in the first half  of  the fifth inning. 
In the bottom of  the sixth, Georgetown tacked on its last run of  the game. 

Senior first baseman Riley Mihalik gave Rider some life with his solo home run 
in the eighth inning.

The Broncs could not complete the comeback, only scoring one run in the ninth 
inning and losing to the Hoyas 12-7 in game one. 

The starting pitcher for the game, sophomore Vincent Vitacco threw three 
innings before he was taken out. He allowed 11 runs, four walks and recorded three 
strikeouts. Throughout both games, Rider used eight pitchers total.

“We needed to get certain guys [innings], but we made moves based on situations 
as well. We are trying to win ball games,” said Davis. 

The second game on the day was a much closer contest but Rider still fell short 
to Georgetown’s high powered offense, 10-9. 

Sophomore pitcher Joe Papeo got the start in the second game and was able to 
avoid a big inning, only allowing one run in the first.

“I thought [Vitacco and Papeo] gave us their best,” said Davis. “Neither had 
their best stuff, so to speak. They both need to continue to work hard as conference 
games loom big.”

Papeo allowed four runs, four walks and struck out three batters before he was 
taken out after three innings. 

The Broncs offense was able to obtain the lead early, up 3-1 in the end of  the 
third via an RBI from Williamson and two from junior infielder Zach Fick. 

The Hoyas retaliated with four runs in the third and took back the lead, 5-3. The 
lead changed five times over the course of  the seven inning game. 

Rider took the lead back with two RBI each from Fick and Johnson in the sixth 

and seventh innings and headed to the seventh-inning stretch with a 9-5 lead.
“I feel I played better in the second game both offensively and defensively,” said 

Johnson. “I feel I could have done more in both games to help the team win.”
In the bottom of  the seventh inning, Georgetown hit a three-run blast to left field 

and reached on an error by Rider’s outfield and took the lead, 10-9, and sealed the 
victory.

Rider sits at 13-25 overall and 4-8 in the MAAC and remain one game out of  
sixth place with crucial conference play inching closer. Its next conference contests 
will be a three game set away at Quinnipiac on April 27.

“Even after our struggles, we still remain one game out of  sixth place with 12 to 
go and all against teams who are likely to make the tournament,” said Davis. “[We 
must] be consistent in all three areas: pitching, defense and timely hitting for every 
inning and continue to play hard with a heightened awareness.”

Senior first baseman Riley Mihalik hit his team-leading ninth home run of the season on April 20.

Senior catcher Kiera Swank went 2-for-3 with a home run on April 17.
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Freshman Niamh Cashin was named to the England National Team to play in the Union of European Football Association (UEFA) U19 Championship from April 3 through April 9. She was also named to the MAAC All-Rookie Team.

Inside today: The 
softball team lost a 
MAAC doubleheader.  
Page 11

Bronc freshman representing her country

By Dylan Manfre

WHILE most Rider students were preparing 
to take final exams, freshman back Niamh 
Cashin was flying over 3,000 miles to play for 
the England U19 National Team.

Cashin played three games against Turkey, 
Sweden and Italy in the Union of  European Football 
Association (UEFA) U19 Championship from April 
3 through April 9. She also missed time in October 
playing in the group stage of  the same tournament in 
Croatia. She played in all three games and earned her 
first international start.

“This semester, I missed four weeks of  classes 
due to tournaments and going back home. It’s a lot 
and it’s very stressful but it’s worth it,” said Cashin. 
“Thankfully professors understand and are willing to 
help.”

Kicking the ball around has been in Cashin’s blood 
since she was born. She started playing when she was 
5-years-old.

Ironically, Cashin’s first experience on the pitch 
didn’t come against other women’s soccer players. Her 
father set up a team where she was the only girl on the 
roster.

“This was all mixed football. It improved my game 
so much more because playing against boys, it meant 
I had to work with that and try and keep up,” Cashin 
said. “I think that put me in a good position moving 
to women’s soccer so when I went [there] I was fast 
enough to compete at a high level.”

When Cashin made her transition to women’s 
soccer, she was a member of  the Notts County 
Football Club, a Division One team in England. It was 
there that Cashin, who was only 17-years-old at the 
time, realized her dream of  sharing the pitch with one 
of  her biggest soccer idols, Laura Bassett.

Now retired, Bassett was a two-year member of  
Notts County, and according to Cashin, was the 
captain of  the squad.

“She did everything right, not just on the field but 
off  the field, like preparation,” Cashin said. “Being 

able to play and train with her was massive. She set 
standards high and she enforced them. If  you did well, 
she’d let you know but if  you did poor, she’d let you 
know it. She was a good leader and commanded the 
back line well which I see is something I need to work 
on. She won headers and tackles which is everything I 
see in myself.”

Cashin’s leadership skills haven’t gone unnoticed 
by Head Coach Drayson Hounsome. According to 
him, it’s what makes her stand out among the other 
players in addition to her extensive experience at the 
professional level.

“That goes down to her personality where she’s 
able to socialize and being in the position she’s in, she 
has to demonstrate a level of  leadership and we’re 
seeing that [at Rider,]” said Hounsome.

Cashin was plagued with a host of  injuries 
throughout her freshman season which limited the All-
MAAC Rookie selection to eight games. 

She suffered a concussion in a preseason game and 
hurt her quad which required her to miss time on the 
field. Hounsome admires her will to compete and 
is happy she’s able to get experience playing for her 
native country.

“The benefit of  being involved [with England] 
is that she’s having these competitive games while 
the rest of  the team is not,” Hounsome said. “In her 
squad of  20, there were 17 players from professional 
clubs. She’s going into an environment where the 
speed of  play is elevated so that’s only beneficial to 
us.”

Most recently, she came back from a stint 
with England’s U19 National Team where she’s 
accumulated 186 minutes of  action in four games.

The Lionesses advanced to July’s finals tournament 
by defeating Italy 2-0 in the Elite Round on April 9. 
England begins the Group B tournament on July 17 
against Germany. 

Playing for her country has always been a dream 
for the Nottingham, England, native. However, she 
was concerned that, because she played soccer with 

boys for so long that no women’s scout would watch 
her play because she was the only girl on a boy’s team. 

That all changed when she got her first call-up to 
be on England’s U15 team and she began to believe 
her dream could one day become her reality.

“I had never played for a girl’s team so I was 
thinking ‘How could I represent my country in the 
female squad,’” Cashin said. “I got my first call-up 
when I was on the boy’s team, which was a shock 
because you don’t expect a women’s scout to be at 
the boy’s games. That was probably the first time I 
thought I could [one day] play for my country because 
you never know who is watching your games. The goal 
is to keep playing as long as possible and hopefully 
progress through the England youth teams.”

While she didn’t know who was watching her 
games, she also wasn’t aware that one former 
opponent would join Cashin at Rider. That was 
freshman forward Ellie May. The duo first joined 
forces when when they were on England’s U18 team. 
Ironically enough, the two only live about 45 minutes 
from each other.

Having a close friend like Ellie who, according to 
Cashin, is a little piece of  home for her, made the 
transition to Rider that much smoother. Another huge 
help to Cashin’s journey were her accommodating 
teachers who sent her assignments while she was 
overseas and traveling for games. 

Whether she’s working out on the pitch, in the 
weight room or doing assignments related to her 
health science major, Cashin goes through life giving 
everything she does a purpose. 

Her determination is an attribute she most admires 
about herself.

“All the extra stuff  you do away from training with 
the team puts it into perspective and gives purpose 
to what you’re doing,” Cashin said. “If  I know 
something needs to be done, I’m going to have to do 
it. Everything I do I feel has to have a purpose of  
improving myself.”
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