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By Theresa Evans 

THE Rider News won a number of  awards at the 
annual New Jersey Collegiate Press Association 
Spring Conference and Awards Luncheon on 
April 13. 

The Rider News was honored with first place for 
general excellence after an honorable competition 
against other four-year institutions including Princeton 
and Rutgers. This is the second year in a row that The 
Rider News met this victory; The 
Rider News also took home first 
place in 2016. 

“I was thrilled to find out 
we won first place for the 
second consecutive year,” said 
Lauren Lavelle, executive editor. 
“To have such a prestigious 
organization recognize The 
Rider News for its constant 
work and efforts is an amazing 
accomplishment.”

The Rider News staff  won first place for 
overall website and six staff  members took 
home individual awards. 

Managing editor Megan Lupo won first 
place in the enterprise and investigative 
reporting category and design manager 
Gabriella LaVerdi and features and 
entertainment editors Lauren Minore and Nicoletta 
Feldman won first place for layout and design. 

“It was so inspiring to see so many student 
journalists making profound impacts in their 

communities from the encouragement of  stellar 
communication faculty,” said Lupo.” “In today’s 
political conundrum, it gives me hope for our future 
that we will have a generation of  fearless journalists 
that will have the same mettle that was present during 
the eras of  the 20th century muckrakers and 1970’s 
investigative reporters.”

Sports writer, Dylan Manfre, won first place for 
sports writing. Sports editor Rob Rose took home 
second place for web project, second place for online 
video and third place for sports writing. 

“The staff ’s work this year was journalism at 
its finest,” Lupo said. “I am incredibly proud of  
our editors. We dealt with a lot of  challenges and 
various campus controversies, and we covered those 

events and incidents with integrity and merit. In the 
beginning of  the year, I heard various members of  
the community, saying ‘Who reads the Rider News 
anyway?’ We used that negative energy and fueled 
ourselves into showing the university how much we 
can make a difference. As we are recognized as being 
number one in the state, I would say we have proved 
ourselves and that we do get views.”  

Opinion editor Qur’an Hansford is a finalist for 
the Society of  Professional Journalists’ (SPJ) Region 1 
mark of  excellence awards for editorial writing. 

Institutions from nine states compete in 
the SPJ’s Region 1 awards. Many categories 
include finalists from universities such as 
Harvard and Yale. 

“I’m so proud and honored to lead this 
staff,” Lavelle said. “They are such a talented 
group of  student journalists who work day in 
and day out to provide Rider with the most 
accurate, informative news possible.”

Minore expressed her gratitude for the 
opportunities that have been presented to her 
as a new staff  member. 

“I feel so humbled to have been recognized 
in my first year with The Rider News,” 
Minore said. “Being a part of  this staff  has 
been an incredibly rewarding experience in 
my personal and professional life. My work at 

The Rider News has already opened many doors in 
my pursuit of  a future career in journalism.”

The Rider News wins best in state for the second year 
Design manager, Gabriella LaVerdi, features and entertainment editor, Lauren Minore, executive editor, Lauren Lavelle, managing editor Megan Lupo, sports editor, Rob Rose and sports writer Dylan 
Manfre at the NJPA luncheon. 

‘‘ In today’s political conundrum, it gives me hope for 
our future that we will have a generation of  fearless 
journalists that will have the same mettle that was 
present during the eras of  the 20th century muckrakers 
and 1970’s investigative reporters.”  
 Megan Lupo, Managing editor
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Silly Attack
An unwelcomed decoration. On April 14 at 12:25 a.m., Public Safety officers 

responded to a call from West Village B. Officers discovered that an unknown 
person entered a resident’s room and sprayed Silly String. The substance was also 
found in the hallway and elevator. There are no suspects and no value of damages 
or cleanup costs.

Break it up
Vendor on vendor damage. On April 12 at 4:43 p.m., Public Safety responded to 

a report of a vehicle collision in the rear of the Bart Luedeke Center  by the loading 
dock. Officers found that a vendor truck backed up into another vendor’s trailer 
and caused damage. There is no value of damages. 

Dryer Drama
A smokey situation. On April 11 at 2:30 a.m., Public Safety responded to Conover 

Hall for a fire alarm activation. The alarm activated because of smoke coming from 
a dryer in the basement which was overloaded. The dryer was unplugged and 
labeled out of service. The fire alarm was reset and residents were allowed back 
into the building at 2:50 a.m. 

— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim Flatley

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  S T E P H E N  N E U K A M

Students recieve unwanted emails from TPUSA
By Stephen Neukam

SOPHOMORE musical theater major Dylan Erdelyi 
approached a table set up by Rider’s Chapter 
of  Turning Point USA (TPUSA) at an event in 
the beginning of  the fall semester to introduce 

himself. He quickly chatted with individuals at the table 
and left. He signed no list. He showed no interest in 
becoming a member. Days later, according to Erdelyi, 
he received an email from the organization welcoming 
him as a member of  TPUSA.

This experience is not unique to Erdelyi. 
Sophomore film, television and radio major Demara 
Barnes attended the organization’s “White Privilege 
is a Myth” event on April 2. Barnes received a ticket 
from online and when she arrived at the event, her 
student ID was swiped and she was given a wristband 
to enter. Eight days later, she received the same email 
as Erdelyi, informing her that she was a member of  
the organization.

These recruiting tactics contributed to the 
organization’s growth on campus. In a March 
interview with Turning Point USA News, Joshua 
Aminov, the president of  Rider’s chapter of  TPUSA 
and junior accounting major, touted the club’s 
expansion at Rider. He suggested that “in the first 
semester [of  the school year], recruitment was close to 
500 [people],” and the club contained “just under 10 
percent of  the university’s entire student body.”

On the organization’s Bronc Nation page, which 
contains information about all organizations at Rider, 
there are only nine listed members.

Barnes, who provided The Rider News with the 
email she received from TPUSA, emphasized that she 
was not interested in joining the club.

“I never signed up for anything dealing with 
Turning Point,” said Barnes. “I do not want to be a 
part of  the organization.”

The email, which was sent from the national 
TPUSA organization and signed by Founder and 
Executive Director of  TPUSA Charlie Kirk, indicates 
that Barnes signed up for the organization. It also 
indicates that TPUSA at Rider is sharing event 
attendance records with an off-campus political 
organization, without notifying students in advance of  
their intent to do so, raising significant privacy issues.

“Thanks for signing up to join Turning Point 

USA — the fastest growing student organization in 
America,” reads the email. 

Freshman public relations major Xyaire 
Merriweather shared an almost identical experience 
with TPUSA as Barnes. Merriweather also attended 
the “White Privilege is a Myth” event and received the 
same email as Barnes.

“I’m not sure how they got my email or what it is 
they want,” said Merriweather. “I unsubscribed from 
their mailing list, hopefully.”

Aminov explained that the emails of  attendees at 
events are aggregated by the national organization 
during the RSVP process.

“We share our RSVP list with Turning Point’s 
national organization so that they have a chance to 
reach out to people who attended our events and 
if  they wish to pursue Turning Point further,” said 
Aminov. “If  not, they don’t have to respond to the 
email or they could just block it.”

Aminov went on to state that he thinks this 
method is commonly used by organizations and that 
the sharing of  student information with a national 
organization is not a violation of  student privacy.

“People who attend any events for any organization 
and give their email information will always get 
contacted,” said Aminov. “I wouldn’t imagine an 
email would infringe on [student privacy].”

The Rider University College Republicans 
president and senior marketing, international business, 
and sport management major Alex Solomon said 
that he believed as long as there is an opt-out option 
for emails advertising future TPUSA events, there 
is nothing wrong with such an email list. However, 
he took exception to individuals being labeled 
“members” after attending an event.

“I believe that just because someone comes to an 
event that you host, especially an event such as the 
one TPUSA hosted at the beginning of  [April], it is 
wrong to consider them members of  your club,” said 
Solomon.

According to Solomon, The Rider University 
College Republicans takes advantage of  the SGA 
Clubs and Organizations Fair to recruit new members. 
Individuals must explicitly sign up to be a part of  the 
club and when the individual attends a club meeting 
he or she will be given membership.

Solomon, who has led the club since April 2016, 
highlighted an event where The Rebovich Institute for 
New Jersey Politics hosted Newt Gingrich in the spring 
of  2017. The Rider University College Republicans 
hosted an after-party, which Solomon labeled “a major 
success for both Rider students and outside guests.” 
No one who attended was assumed a member.

“Students who attended that, although they had to 
sign in, were not added to our membership roster, as 
that would not be right,” said Solomon.

Erdelyi, Barnes, Merriweather and others 
expressed no interest in becoming members of  
TPUSA. In most cases, they attended events on their 
college campus, which Aminov describes as “the 
frontline of  the battle against liberalism,” and left, 
unknowingly, members of  the organization.

The email to Barnes concluded, “We’re glad that 
you’re part of  Turning Point USA. If  you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me at this email 
address.”

Screenshot of a TPUSA email recieved by a Rider University student 
in April.
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Students present research at annual GSS colloquium 
By Theresa Evans 

Students, faculty and staff  gathered in the William M. Rue ’69 Auditorium on 
April 11 for the 37th Gender and Sexuality Studies Colloquium where students of  
various academic disciplines presented their research. 

Senior English major Susan Russo was awarded with the Best Paper Second 
Place for her work on “Queer Enviro-mentality in So Far from God and Heroes and 
Saints.”

“[The Colloquium] gives students at Rider a chance to share their research that’s 
important to them,” she said. “It also lets the people around them learn something 
about how gender studies can change the way we think about everyday things.”

Russo found inspiration for her research during her independent study with 
English professor Terra Walston Joseph.

“Joseph recommended the books to me and I really enjoyed them so I knew I 
wanted to write my thesis on them,” said Russo. “Throughout that independent 
study, I also read a lot of  theoretical material on ecofeminism and environmental 
justice literature. And from there, I decided to pursue a queer ecocritical lens 
because I saw a lot to be said about it in the books.”

Students presented works on music, art, literature, politics, action and inclusion 
during various panels throughout the day. 

The keynote address speaker, Premilla Nadasen, history professor at Barnard 
College, presented her work “Building an Intersectional Feminist Agenda for the 
21st Century.”  

“[Intersectionality is] a way of  interpreting and understanding the world,” said 
Nadasen. “Intersectionality is not a descriptive term for a group of  people. It is not 
the same as diversity. Our multiple, intersecting identities are very important. They 
constitute who we are. None of  us should be put into nor would we feel comfortable 
inside a box. But those intersecting identities have either empower or disempower 
us, are part of  a larger system of  social organization. To practice intersectionality, 
means not just embracing individuals in their diversity, but addressing and 
confronting the inequalities that inform and give meaning to those identities.”   

Nadasen said that intersectionality is misunderstood by both conservatives and 
liberals. 

“Some people believe that the proliferation of  intersectional discourse has 
divided the women’s movement as well as class-based struggles,” said Nadasen. 
“They claim it has further polarized the country, creating a casms between those 
on college campuses and supposed real americans. Between the white-working class 
and the so called identity based groups. They argue that the focus on identity has 
distracted from the more important issues of  class and poverty. They fail to realize, 
however, that the present form of  capitalism is gendered and racialized and that 
identity is a product of  these structural inequalities.” 

She suggested that intersectionality has room to make social changes.  
“Intersectionality has become part of  the culture wars in which white men are 

victimized and college students are the most visible culprits. The weaponization of  
intersectionality has been used to justify the emergence of  a right-wing nationalism 

that has demonstrated deadly tendencies.”
According to Nadasen, inclusivity in the workplace and on college campuses is 

important and may lead to intersectionality.    
“Many college and university administrators embrace the politics of  

intersectionality,” she said. “It’s an important marker of  inclusivity that has become 
part of  the college brand. Colleges tap their diverse student body, safe spaces and 
identity groups that include first generation college students, and various racial and 
ethnic groups. Yet, as administrators market intersectionality, access to education is 
further out of  reach for many Americans. With tuition cost at an all-time high and 
government support for higher education at an all-time low. Barriers to accessibility 
means that colleges reproduce rather than mitigate inequality, Even as they 
articulate the virtues of  inclusion, universities continue to gentrify, to exploit the 
labor of  service workers and contingent faculty.”

Nadasen emphasized that to be inclusive, people should consider the various 
aspects of  intersectional characteristics including identity, class, gender, race, 
sexuality, religion and disability, which can be encompassed in one individual. 

 She said that the intention of  intersectionality is to “create a more just an equal 
world for everyone.” 

Launch party celebrates Tapestry’s Perspective Z
By Lauren Minore 

IN a celebration of  blended cultures, the launch of  a new online opinion-editorial 
(op-ed) publication brought various students, faculty and staff  together on April 11. 

Tapestry is an initiative by the Department of  Communication and 
Journalism designed “to engaged Rider students in unique media learning and 

teaching opportunities, including filmmaking, journalistically impactful reporting 
and community educational presentations that foster reflection of  the cultural 
and life experiences of  underrepresented populations,” according to its mission 
statement. 

Furthering that sentiment, Administrative Associate and Tapestry’s advisor 
Juanita Carroll, said, “Tapestry tells the story of  underrepresented populations 
through journalism and we learn about it, then, we do presentations to the college 
and community so they can learn about it as well.” 

Tapestry has now released “Perspective Z,” a play-on words of  Generation 
Z (Gen Z), on April 16. Gen Z was the newest generation to be named and was 
composed of  those born between 1995 and 2015.

The publication showcases eight articles written by Gen-Z students, Dean of  the 
College of  Liberal Arts and Sciences Jonathan Millen and Carroll. 

In the first article appropriately called, “Openings,” Carroll wrote, ““Perspective 
Z” will post one publication featuring varied written and filmed commentaries 
near the end of  each semester. There will also be a filmed discussion, about the 
issues addressed in the most recent Op-Ed pieces, that will be posted soon after the 
commentaries are posted to the website.” 

Qur’an Hansford, sophomore journalism major and editor-in-chief  of  
“Perspective Z,” wrote “Oh, Black Child,” an article about real accounts and effects 
of  whoopings in African-American households, for the publication. 

When asked what the most rewarding part of  working on “Perspective Z,” 
Hansford reflected on the impact of  her fellow Tapestry members. 

“I think learning about other people’s backgrounds because it’s an opinion 
publication, we get to see how these young people feel and think,” Hansford said. 
“I think like 18 to 25, that’s a very growing period in a young person’s life, and a lot 
of  Tapestry members are freshman, so it is great to see them articulate real world 
issues and how it affects them here at Rider.” 

Tatyanna Carman, sophomore journalism major and managing editor of  
“Perspective Z,” wrote “Anxiety Through Generations” for the publication. 

“My article is about anxiety through the generations, I interviewed eight people 
about their experience with anxiety, [and I realized] anxiety is not prevent to one 
generation or another, but now, we talk about it more,” Carman said. “I loved 

putting this out and creating this piece, it really gave me a chance to put myself  on 
paper, I was definitely more raw than I usually am, because I’m connected with a 
deeper topic, mental health, which is important.”

Carroll beamed with pride when she talked about the club’s members and their 
work on the new digital publication. 

“I am floored by how intelligent they are. They are thoughtful, they care about 
the world, they have concerns,” she said. “They are eloquent.” 

Carroll, in “Openings,” wrote, “It is our hope, that through “Perspective Z,” 
Tapestry students will positively open the lines of  communication that encourage 
enlightenment, adult debate and new understanding.

Editor’s note: In addition to their roles with Tapestry, Qur’an Hansford and Tatyanna Carman 
are editors at The Rider News. They were not involved in the editing of  this article.  

Freshman public relations major Alexis Plummer and freshman communications major Rikiyah 
Mixson at the Tapesry event on April 11. 
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Premilla Nadasen during her keynote speech at the Gender and Sexuality Studies Colloquium. 
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News

By Ryan Connelly 

ON April 12-14, Rider’s College of  Business Administration hosted the American 
Statistical Association DataFest competition. 

The event took multiple days to complete and the competition allows 
students to deal with real world business analytical issues. Students gathered 

in teams to work on analyzing complex data from a real company and were 
required to put together a presentation to be presented before a panel of  judges. 

“DataFest is a nationally coordinated challenge,” said Lan Nygren, associate 
dean for undergraduate programs. “It runs every spring on multiple campuses 
in the U.S., Canada and Germany. This year the data is provided by a real life 
organization. Students work in teams to attack large, complex datasets with business 
problems provided by the organization they want students to address based on the 
data. The datasource is not revealed until the first night of  the competition.”

Other DataFest events are held at different locations throughout the world. Rider 
is the only local host. 

“Although I did not attend DataFest, I think it’s a great way for students to gain 
field experience,” said junior business analytics major, Matthew Kelty. “Meeting 
with people in the industry and having them mentor students is a great way to 
network and helpful for getting a job after graduation.” 

  Over 80 other schools worldwide also held DataFest. However, each school has 
a different time frame in which the competition takes place. Therefore, the name of  
the organization providing the datasets and problems cannot be released. 

“With all of  the datasets, the students have too form a hypothesis they want to 
address and then they have to analyze the data to see if  the data supports or does 
not support that hypothesis,” said Nygren. “It’s an engaged learning experience 
because its a project that’s much more complex than a regular classroom project. 
Being its provided by a real-life organization, the data is much more complex than 
regular classroom datasets.”

Even though this 48-hour event was rigorous, the students were not alone during 
their tasks. 

“Students felt it’s very challenging but it’s also very rewarding,” said Nygren. 
“Another very important piece about this is there are a lot of  assistants on site. We 
have mentors scheduled all throughout the weekends starting Friday evening.” 

Other universities, such as Columbia, Villanova, UCLA and Duke all participate 
in hosting DataFest. 

Winning first place and best business presentation was team Ninja. Who 
consisted of  senior information systems major, Jannatul Nayeem, junior accounting 
major Nicole Briones, senior accounting major Angela Cotugno, sophomore 
accounting major Norma Nieves and junior global supply chain management major 

Jaquelyne Sapon-Maldonado. 
“We have a panel of  industry judges, they selected the winners,” said Nygren. 

“Each team gets a six minute presentation and three minutes of  question and 
answers with the judges. The judging criteria is based on technical analysis, 
visualization, presentation, innovation and creativity. These are the main factors 
and how the winners are decided.” 

Netelixir, a retail search marketing agency,  is a main sponsor of  this event and 
was the reason there were cash prizes for winners. Along with Google and the 
American Statistical Association (ASA) who were sponsors of  this event as well. 

“There are multiple benefits,” said Nygren. “First they get to work on a very 
large complex project involving data, which enhances their analytical skills, of  
course. They also got to develop a holistic set of  skill sets not just analytical, 
including communication, teamwork and working under high pressure in a short 
turnaround time. All these skills are very highly valued by employers, and this is a 
very good story to tell at future interviews.” 

Students go head-to-head at DataFest

Students in the College of Business Administration at the 2019 DataFest compeition on April 12. 
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Arts&Entertainment

Rock Fest rocks in rainy weather
By Jessica Nunes

EVEN though an annual campus tradition was hit with unexpected rain, the 
weather did not stop Rider students from enjoying a fun Friday night. 
     This year’s fourth annual Rock Fest, hosted by the Student Entertainment 
Council (SEC), was held on April 12 on the campus mall. Current students, 

alumni and the local community were welcome to enjoy live entertainment and food 
provided by the SEC. 

In past years, Rock Fest featured activities such as a ziplining, lawn games, a 
wrecking ball and rock climbing. Although many of  those events could not take place 
as originally planned due to the rain, Rock Fest still brought a bonfire, food trucks and 
fireworks to campus. 

Jewels Essis, a sophomore dance major, was slightly disappointed the weather 
conditions did not allow for the rock climbing wall, but enjoyed snacks that were 
provided to event-goers. 

“I wish they had rock climbing, but my favorite thing they had this year was the 
kettle popcorn because it was nice to have after a long week,” she said. 
     Along with the kettle popcorn was free ice cream, funnel cakes, sandwiches, hot 
dogs, hamburgers and salads provided by the Bronc Bites food truck.
     The live entertainment still performed as scheduled, but under a tent. This year’s 
entertainment was performed by the band Nowhere Slow. 
     The fresh faces at Rock Fest included freshman criminal justice major Stephanie 
Garcia Diaz, who loved the live entertainment. 
     “Being able to jam out to music with my friends was really fun, especially with it 
being my first year attending Rock Fest,” she said. 
     With the help of  the SEC and local firemen, event-goers were able to enjoy both a 
bonfire and a fireworks display, which were shown at the end of  the night. 
     Alumni raved at the success of  the event. Janelle George, a 2018 graduate, said the 
band and the food were the best parts of  this year’s fest. 
     “[It was] definitely an upgrade from last year,” George said. “The large turnout 
definitely made things lively. There were a lot more alumni than last year which made 
it extra special.” 
     Despite the rain, Rock Fest proved to be an exciting event for many members of  
the Rider community. 

With umbrellas in air, students (top) watched the fireworks in the rain at Rock Fest on 
April 12. Alumni (bottom) gathered in the pub to reconnect and reminisce.  
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By Lauren Minore 

STUDENTS took on the top talents of  the Rider 
Intramural Dodgeball Team during “Beat the 
Pros,” a tournament held on April 10 in the 
Student Recreation Center Courts. 

The four students behind the idea were junior 
management and leadership major Gabby Orszulak, 
senior marketing major Justine Collier, senior public 
relations major Brittney McEachern and senior 
communication studies major Kara Winkler. 

For their semester-long project in Associate 
Journalism Professor Aaron Moore’s COM 280 
course called Issues in Event Planning, the students 
were assigned to create and host an event. 

Orszulak and Collier worked together extensively 
in the past, serving as co-chairs on the Relay for Life 
committee. The two were responsible for overseeing 
smaller committees that helped plan the entire Relay 
for Life event on March 30. 

“Our Relay for Life committee planned on hosting 
a dodgeball tournament last spring, but time just 
got away and, before we knew it, the year was over,” 
Collier said. “Since Gabby [Orszulak] and I had 
this class together, we had extra time to specifically 
dedicate to making sure this event could happen.” 

Once the two were paired in the same group for 
their class, they decided co-sponsoring an event for  
Rider’s Relay for Life would not only be beneficial 
for their project, but the cause, as well. Proceeds from 
“Beat the Pros” went directly to the American Cancer 
Society through Rider’s fundraising efforts. 

To participate in the event, players had to pay one 
dollar and form teams of  five. The winning players 
won a variety of  prizes and two boxes of  pizza. 

“We wanted to put some type of  twist on this 
event to make it different, so that’s why we invited 

Rider’s intramural 
team to act as the 
pros,” Collier said. 
“But otherwise, this 
event felt much simpler 
than [the one at] our 
actual Relay.”

The “pros” in this 
competition were 
the winners of  the 
Intramural Dodgeball 
tournament this past 
fall, according to 
Orszulak. 

Collier said that 
planning “Beat the 
Pros,” while also 
preparing for Relay, 
proved to be challenging, 
but also, rewarding. 

“For this event, there were only four of  us 
handling planning, compared to a whole committee 
for [Relay] so, going in, I was a bit worried about 
managing it all,” she said. “But our team works so 
well together that it ended up being easy to make sure 
that all bases were covered.” 

After the group’s planning efforts, the turnout of  
the event was not as successful as they hoped. As a 
result, the group rearranged the single five-person 
team into four smaller teams to accommodate the 
amount of  players that signed up. 

Orszulak and Collier attributed the timing of  the 
event to the lack of  student participation. 

“My biggest takeaway from this experience is that, 
unfortunately, it is hard to gain student interest in 
Relay for Life fundraisers, especially after our main 

event has occurred,” Collier said. “If  we were to 
make this dodgeball tournament an annual thing, I 
definitely think having it in February before Relay for 
Life might result in a better turnout.” 

However, both Orszulak and Collier agreed that, 
although the outcome of  the experience was not what 
they expected, they learned valuable lessons which 
will help them in their event-planning endeavors 
going forward. 

“It was a very awesome experience to be able to 
[plan ‘Beat the Pros,’]” Orszulak said. “I think it’s a 
really good learning experience because unless you 
keep doing stuff  like that, you’re not going to get 
better at it, I’m kind of  glad it didn’t go as well as we 
hoped because now we have something else to strive 
for.” 

(Left to right) Senior global supply chain management major Koyinsola Okulaja, junior psychology 
major Jacob Ervin and freshman business administration major Zac Kaczmarek square up for battle 
in the “Beat the Pros” dodgeball tournament on April 10. 
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By Christian McCarville 

STUDENTS expressed several 
concerns in the days since the 
controversial Rider Turning Point 
USA event, “White Privilege is 

a Myth,” which occurred on April 2. 
Responding to this unease, Mikey Hess, 
an English professor, was featured in the 
Multicultural Studies Program’s guest 
speaker series to discuss his new book, 
“A Guest in the House of  Hip-Hop: 
How Rap Music Taught a Kid from 
Kentucky What a White Ally Should 
Be,” on April 12.  

In his new book, Hess explained 
how hip-hop shaped his world view as a 
child. He also discussed what it meant to 
be a proper “guest in the house of  hip-
hop” as a white listener.

In the introduction of  his book, Hess 
wrote, “Born just outside of  Science 
Hill, Kentucky, I grew up listening to 
the militant rap of  Public Enemy while 
living in a place where the state song still 
included the word ‘darkies.’ If  it weren’t 
for hip-hop music and my mother’s 
belief  in higher education, I could 
have slipped into a lifetime of  close-
mindedness and casual racism.”

He used his personal experiences 
with hip-hop from his childhood as 
inspiration for the major premise of  the 
book. Hess added, “The fact that many 
people are out of  touch with history and 
believe that racism is far behind us was 
another inspiration for me to write this 
book.”

During his discussion, Hess said 

that, while America has made lots of  
progress toward racial equality, there 
are still many social injustices present in 
today’s society. The Civil Rights Act is 
only 55-years-old, meaning many of  the 
grandparents of  college students today 
surpass it in age. 

Hess said he strives to guide white 
listeners of  hip-hop into mindsets of  
respect for hip-hop’s culture and the 
ability to identify the ways they have 
unknowingly benefitted from racial 
oppression. 

He also explained why the rapper 
Lord Jamar describes white rappers as 
“guests in the house of  hip-hop.” Hess 
explained that white rappers were not 
part of  the countless decades of  racial 
oppression that hip-hop was birthed 
from. Hess was, by no means, against 
white people making hip-hop music, but 
he claimed that it was imperative for 
them to understand the ways they were 
benefitting from black culture. 

Hess called upon several examples 
of  white rappers to assist him in 
demonstrating this point. He used Mac 
Miller as a model of  how white rappers 
and listeners should act, as Miller 
understood his place in hip-hop and 
supported the need to respect rap as a 
product of  black culture. 

The rapper Tom MacDonald 
and his song “Whiteboy” was used 
to demonstrate the other end of  the 
spectrum. Hess explained that, in this 
song, MacDonald showed ignorance 
to the social constructions that have 

historically favored the white majority. 
Hess picked apart the lyrics of  this 

song and explained to the audience 
why MacDonald’s thought process 
was illogical. MacDonald claimed 
that, since he never had a slave or 
physically enacted racism, that he was 
disassociated with those who have done 
so in the past. Hess explained that the 
social imbalance of  races is the product 
of  decades of  disenfranchisement which 
still infringe upon the black community 
today. 

Freshman film, TV and radio major 
Sarah Waldron agreed that white 
privilege exists.

“I truly see what goes on in the world 
around me. It hurts me to watch this 
happen to my friends of  other races,” 
Waldron said.

According to Hess, MacDonald 
cannot disassociate from this because 
it is an unchangeable aspect of  
American history. Hess states that it is 
MacDonald’s duty, along with all white 
fans of  hip-hop, to identify the ways in 
which they have inadvertently benefited 
from years of  racism. 

Much more about this topic can be 
read, in further detail, in Hess’ book, 
which was given away in a raffle at the 
end of  the discussion. 

 “I don’t particularly like directly 
selling my books to students, which is 
why I am raffling away my newest book 
and two copies of  “The Dirty Version” 
to the three lucky students,” he said. 

 However, for those who are 
interested in purchasing the book, it is 
available at various online retailers.
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Love and Hip-Hop: professor hosts book discussion

By Hailey Hensley 

FOR the past three years, an annual stand-up 
comedy show has been organized to benefit 
the Rider Veterans fund. “Happy to be Here 
Comedy Show,” a title unique to this year’s 

show, was held on April 12 in the Bart Luedeke 
Center (BLC) theater. 

When naming the annual fundraiser, the 
intention was to honor the late Fred Yeager, a 
World War II veteran and former political science 
professor. His granddaughter, Jessie Yeager,  
affectionately refers to him as “SuperFred” due to 
his optimism when he faced adversity in the war and 
afterwards. 

To emulate the happiness that he brought to 
others, the Rider Veterans and Military Affairs 
Office hosted the comedy show in conjunction with 
the Rider Improv Organizational Troupe (R.I.O.T.) 
to pay tribute to his hope and resilience. 

Laughter from the audience seeped throughout 
the BLC due to the hilarity brought on from the 
performances.

R.I.O.T. performer and freshman psychology 
major Alizah Sample said, “I loved being able to 
express myself  while supporting veterans.”

Fred Yeager was raised by a single mother during 
the Great Depression in New York City with his 
five siblings, according to his granddaughter’s 
jewelry line website, I Like. His academically-
driven personality led him to receive a scholarship 
from West Point, where he participated in football, 
basketball and baseball.

After graduating from West Point, Fred Yeager 
left to serve his country in World War II. While 
stationed in the Philippines, Fred Yeager took action 
that would later award him a Silver Star, according 
to The Hall of  Valor Project website. Completely 
disregarding his own safety, Fred Yeager went under 
heavy gunfire in order to save a severely wounded 
soldier who would otherwise have been left behind. 

Shortly after his heroic deed, he was taken 

prisoner by Japanese forces and made to partake in 
the Bataan Death March, his granddaughter said. 

According to History.com, the Bataan Death 
March was a 65-mile walk that captured United 
States and Philippines soldiers were forced to endure 
in order to get to the Japanese Prisoner of  War 
campus. Thousands of  men were killed, and once at 
the camp, the remaining experienced inexplicable 
torture. 

Surviving the march, Fred Yeager was amongst 
the prisoners that suffered harsh treatment, 
starvation and physical and psychological abuse. 
However, his granddaughter said that her 
grandfather was determined to stay positive.

“‘SuperFred’ then invented the ‘I Like It Here’ 
club. He rallied the [Prisoners of  War] (POWs) and 
boosted morale through coming up with creative 
and imaginative reasons why they all liked it right 
where they were,” Jessie Yeager said on her website. 
“Fred even met with a fellow POW regularly who 
taught him to speak Russian fluently.”

Thomas Reddington, coordinator of  veteran 
affairs, said that Fred Yeager’s club spread 
throughout every prison camp under Japanese 
control due to the frequent transfer of  prisoners 
between the various POW camps. 

After three and half  years as prisoner, Fred 
Yeager was released at the end of  the war, 
Reddington said. 

Jessie Yeager continued that her grandfather was 
deeply impacted by his interaction with the Russian 
prisoner that he decided to continue his education 
and study Russian. 

Before Fred Yeager left the military, he served as 
an assistant military attaché in Russia, Jessie Yeager 
said.

Once retired, he settled down and became a 
professor at Rider, according to Jessie Yeager. 

“While at Rider, Fred wanted to peak his students 
interest, in what may otherwise seem like a dull 
foreign language class,” Jessie Yeager said on her 

website. “Fred created the ‘Songbird Hall of  Fame,’ 
where he taught each of  his classes Russian drinking 
songs.” 

Hosting these competitions in the pub, Fred 
Yeager said in a 1979 Rider News article that he was 
inspired to create this songfest by wanting to garner 
the same enthusasim his “I Like It Here” club had 
during his imprisonment. 

“Those who admire, cherish, adore or just plain 
love, the sweet sound of  songbird music should plan 
on being at the Pub Thursday,” Fred Yeager said. 

Those that shared the same sentiment for Fred 
Yeager, veterans and laughter showed up to the  
“Happy to be Here Comedy Show,” where there 
was not a moment without enjoyment. 

With a enthusiastic audience, the reception of  the 
show was a collective one of  merriment, even to the 
stage crew and performers. 

Sophomore musical theater major Tessa Douglas, 
who was the spotlight operator for the production, 
said, “I thought the comedy did a great job, 
embracing the memory of  Fred Yeager.” 

Honoring the memory and impact that Fred 
Yeager had during the war and on campus, 
Reddington said that this event is a reflection on 
how important it is to remember veterans, especially 
those at Rider. 

“It is all about the veterans and our military. 
Military life is tough, nevermind actual combat,” 
Reddington said. “We want our Rider veterans and 
military to know we value their service and sacrifice 
to the point of  making this show happen and raising 
money for their well-being.”

Reflecting on the legacy of  Fred Yeager, Douglas 
was encouraged. 

“Yeager’s story is so inspiring,” Douglas said. “I 
hope at Rider we can share his story and happiness 
just like we tried to do at the ‘Happy to be Here 
Comedy Show.’”

Beloved professor inspires comedy show

(Left to Right) English professor Pearlie-Mae Peters, sophomore sociology major Marcquis Smallwood, 
sophomore psychology major Legend Hicks, junior psychology major Celeste Forrester attended the 
Multicultural Studies Program’s guest speaker series, featuring English professor Mickey Hess’ (far right) new 
book. 

Event-planning project raises money for Relay 
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The “Happy to be Here Comedy Show” was held in the Bart Luedeke Center on April 12 in tribute to the late Fred Yeager, a World War II veteran and former political science professor. Senior film, TV and radio 
major Zane Birnie (left) was the only student comedian, performing among professional comedians, including New York City-based Jonathan McBride, Jesse Eighner and Trevor Gebhardt (top right). 
Freshman film, TV and radio major Tiffani Britton (bottom right left) was the master of ceremonies for the evening, where she interacted with Thomas Reddington, coordinator of veteran affairs (bottom right 
right). 



L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

Professor explains the ways 
TPUSA did more harm than good

THERE are some facts about 
United States history that 
are simply not up for debate. 
One is that black, brown 

and indigenous people have fought 
long and hard, not just for the right 
to survive but also for the space 
to examine and understand what 
it’s like to be marginalized in the 
United States. Perhaps the most 
well-known example of  this kind of  
work is W.E.B. Du Bois’ “double-
consciousness.” Du Bois used to 
describe the feeling of  knowing that 
he is fully human even as the white 
society he lived in could only see him 
as less than human. 

It’s not that every white person he 
encountered failed to recognize his 
human dignity, it’s that the society 
he lived in was structured in such a 
way that made it OK for any white 
person to act violently toward him, 
should they be unable to see his 
human dignity. He couldn’t know 
with certainty who might decide 
to end his life if  he asserted his 
humanity to the wrong person. 

Du Bois described the way black 
people must figure out how to live, 
survive and thrive in a system that 
is not built to protect them, that 
leaves them at all turns vulnerable to 
violence, theft and more. 

Du Bois’ work is remarkable, as 
are the entire intellectual histories 
that stretch back to the moment 
these continents were colonized. 
What Du Bois and so many other 
activists have achieved is among the 
most difficult of  intellectual pursuits: 
comprehending and critiquing 
the structures of  society that are 
buried so deeply in cultural and 
social norms that they are mostly 
unknown. This work also requires 
bravery, the willingness to critique 
even when one knows the response 
will include ridicule, dismissal, 
imprisonment or death.

I sometimes teach these ideas 
in my classes. I didn’t get to teach 
as much as I wanted because I was 
listening to the accounts of  many 
students who were stressed and 
distressed after Rider’s TPUSA 
hosted an event on campus that 
treated this intellectual tradition as 
if  it were disposable and ignorable. 
The event, called “White Privilege is 
a Myth,” made no attempt at serious 
intellectual work, which would 
involve a good-faith engagement 
with the authors and texts that spell 
out what whiteness is, how it works 
and how it affects the lives of  folks 
who aren’t white. Serious intellectual 
work would involve the thoughtful 
choice of  a title that doesn’t 
immediately signal to black, brown 
and indigenous people on campus 
that their intellectual heritage is 
being used for clickbait. 

Instead, “White Privilege is a 
Myth” was a pseudo-intellectual 
exercise that muddled rather than 
clarified terms, ignored rather than 
engaged the vast literature that 
defines what white privilege is and 
denigrated rather than honored the 
work of  minority scholars. We are 
meant to believe that this is only 
fair, and I have heard the following 

excuse offered for why Rider would 
be party to an event called “White 
Privilege is a Myth”: a healthy 
university allows disagreement. First 
amendment rights allow all opinions 
to be voiced and students who try 
something and misstep should be 
treated with patience. 

Sure, first amendment rights 
allow opinions to be voiced. But any 
time we come down to this sort of  
legality, I would argue, something 
has already been broken. TPUSA 
may well have the right to voice an 
unresearched opinion in a pseudo-
intellectual setting, but the fact that 
they can doesn’t do much to explain 
why they do. In this case, the effects 
are that many black, brown and 
indigenous students were placed in 
a position where their intellectual 
histories were treated as if  they were 
unimportant or non-existent, so that 
any resonance they may feel with 
what’s laid out in those intellectual 
traditions is invalidated.  

Moreover, these students 
were placed in this position at 
a predominantly white-serving 
institution, a university created 
in the interest of  educating white 
people. Rider has made some 
significant strides in the recent past 
to diversify, but the university’s very 
existence is steeped in the same 
kind of  white privilege the event 
attempted to deny. If  we are worried 
about students being able to speak 
freely, a quick analysis of  where 
resources and power have been 
and are distributed at Rider tells us 
that it’s the very students who were 
placed in harm’s way by this week’s 
event whose voices should be our 
primary concern.

Finally, I agree that students who 
try something and misstep should 
be treated with patience. Which is 
why, TPUSA, I am patiently and 
publicly spelling out the ways this 
event brought harm to many of  
the underrepresented students on 
campus. You have publicly ignored 
and denigrated their intellectual 
traditions. You have twisted and 
misused terminology that can help 
them make sense of  their world. 
In doing this, you have, as so many 
before us have done, overlooked 
the human dignity of  the writers, 
thinkers and artists who have spilled 
their sweat, tears and blood to argue 
for the very humanity your event 
denied. If  you have done this on 
purpose, then you’ve broken the 
fundamental trust of  your campus 
community, which should reasonably 
expect from you a good-faith 
exchange of  ideas between people 
who strive, and work to understand 
each other’s points of  view. If  
you have done this in ignorance 
or unintentionally, however, I am 
certain that a heartfelt apology and 
attempt to humbly do better will be 
met with positivity from your peers. 

Justin Burton 
Professor of  music
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G R E E N  CO R N E R 

Here's the Buzz: The Green Corner gives us the current news on bees

Opinion

PICTURE this— You walk into Andrew J’s and the shelves are empty. There’s 
no fresh food to be seen. This frightening scene could happen if  all food that 
comes from plants dependent on honey bees and other pollinators, were 
removed from the shelves at Rider. About 10 years ago, the news was packed 

with reports about something called colony collapse disorder. Today, colony collapse 
is still a mysterious phenomenon that involves the disappearance of  an enormous 
numbers of  bees, but suddenly, the news stopped talking about it. Our dependence 
on bees to survive hasn’t changed, so what is happening now? 

During the winter of  2014-2015, Rider’s colony of  bees, “The Bronc’s Bees,” 
mysteriously vanished. Rider alum and former bee keeper Steve Schwartz was 
recently on campus volunteering for a sustainability symposium and spoke briefly 
about the Rider bees. While not entirely sure why our colony did not survive the 
winter of  that that year, he was certain the location of  the hives was less than ideal 
for keeping the bees healthy, happy and thriving. 

Current Eco-Rep and sophomore musical theater major Emma Harris 
expressed interest in becoming the next Rider bee keeper, bringing in a new 
colony and setting it up for success. She has some experience from home that she 
can rely on as her mom, Keri Harris, was a bee keeper. 

“It’s simple to maintain a hive — it’s nature. It’s just allowing them to do what 
bees do. Having bee hives provides a safe and more controlled environment for 
them to thrive. It’s just making sure that they are guaranteed all that they need to 
continue pollinating and doing their thing,” said Keri Harris.

In a research review for Science Magazine titled “Bee declines driven by 
combined stress from parasites, pesticides and lack of  flowers,” the researchers 
explained the stress bees are experiencing due to climate change, infectious 
diseases and insecticides. The review stated, “Managed honey bee stocks have 
also declined in North America and many European countries, although they 
have increased substantially in China. During this same period, the demand for 
insect pollination of  crops has approximately tripled, and the importance of  wild 
pollinators in providing such services has become increasingly apparent, leading 
to concern that we may be nearing a ‘pollination crisis’ in which crop yields begin 
to fall.”  

These issues have sparked overdue research into the causes of  bee declines, 
which means there are rising career opportunities and majors dedicated to 
learning how to help the bees flourish.

Bees are currently facing natural habitat loss due to human behavior. They 
have fewer places to pollinate, which has reduced the abundance and diversity 
of  floral resources and nesting opportunities and has undoubtedly been a major 

long-term driver through the 20th century that still continues today. 
The intensification of  agricultural practices to meet a rising demand, plus the 

increasing reliance on pesticides means that our pollinators are exposed to a nasty 
cocktail of  agrochemicals. Predicted changes in our global climate are likely to 
further these issues in our future. 

There is a lot of  profit behind honey and pollination — that’s obvious — but 
it’s also up to us as consumers to make smart choices where we give our money. 
Buying local honey and donating to a bee rescue foundation are ways we can get 
the profit moving in the right direction. Terren Mueller, a junior musical theater 
major, grew up among bee lovers and keepers and learned to love and appreciate 
local honey. In a recent conversation about the topic, he said that, during the span 
of  just a few months, many hives belonging to people he knew disappeared and 
they weren’t sure why. This intrigued him and he wanted to learn more. 

There was apparently speculation of  the bees even being stolen because colony 
collapse disorder doesn’t always mean dead bees are at the hive. It also led him to 
find that we rely on bees to pollinate 71 of  the 100 crops that provide 90 percent 
of  most of  the world’s food. This shocked him, especially knowing how much 
food was produced in California. Mueller said he has done everything he can to 
help the bees in California and New Jersey by helping more local beekeepers and 
making sure none of  our fuzzy friends gets swatted. 

These problems may seem out of  our reach as college students who, for the 
most part, want to avoid bees on campus when they come around, but we can 
love the bees from afar. It can be scary to think about how such a little bug is so 
important to the survival of  humans, but there are plenty of  things you can do 
to help. There is a lot of  information online to help get you in the know. Here at 
Rider, we may not offer a major in honey bee virology, but we do have a minor 
in sustainability that adds education and relevance to any major with some major 
ways to help the environment and, in turn, help the bees. 

Alison Fisher
 Rider Eco-Rep

S O P H O M O R E  S E A R C H I N G S  

Anti-vaccine propoganda can potentially put other children at risk 

THE beginning of  the flu season often starts to increase in October and 
November and peak between December and February, lasting as late as 
May, generating an outcry from “concerned” parents about the safety 
of  vaccinations. Although anti-vaccination activists have made a special 

appearance on social media, this controversial topic is old news. 
Critics of  vaccinations have taken on various positions from political, scientific, 

sanitary and religious reasons. Opposition of  the smallpox vaccination in the 
1800s in England and the U.S. became the frontrunner of  anti-vaccination 
groups. English physician and scientist Edward Jenner was the pioneer for the 
smallpox vaccine, the world’s first vaccine. According to historyofvaccines.org, 
Jenner’s cowpox experiments showed he could protect a child from smallpox if  he 
infected him or her with lymph, a colorless fluid containing white blood cells from 
a cowpox blister. 

Parents became fearful and protested  Jenner’s vaccine, because it included the 
impaling of  the child’s flesh. Vaccinations also interfered with people’s religious 
values, being referred to as “un-Christian” because the remedy essentially came 
from an animal. During the 19th century and the development of  the American 
government and modern medicine, there became a wave of  distrust and violated 
personal liberties as the government mandated vaccine policies. The Vaccination 
Act of  1853 ordered mandatory vaccinations for infants up to three months old 
and, in 1867, the age requirement was extended to the age of  14 with penalties 
for those who refused to get them. This caused immediate resistance and, 
in response, movements such as the Anti-Vaccination League and the Anti-
Compulsory Vaccination League. 

In 1896, the commission ruled that citizens must obtain an exemption 
certificate for refusing to vaccinate. 

Fast forward 123 years and we are still dealing with a similar situation even 
as modern medicine evolved. The only difference now is that news travels and 
travels fast. Anti-vaccine activists propose vaccines can cause autism and other 
neurological conditions with little to no evidence. 

According to Vox, Facebook announced “It’ll seek out and limit the spread 
of  anti-vaccine hoaxes on its network and also stop showing pages and groups 
featuring anti-vaccine content or suggesting users to join them.”

Youtube has also has taken the initiative by ceasing ads and Youtube channels 
promoting anti-vaccine propaganda. 

According to CNN, Amazon has apparently started removing anti-vaccine 
documentaries from its Amazon Prime Video streaming service. “Rep. Adam 

Schiff  wrote an open letter to Amazon CEO Jeff  Bezos, saying he is concerned 
‘that Amazon is surfacing and recommending’ anti-vaccination books and 
movies,” according to CNN.

 Schiff  feared Amazon was recommending consumers to anti-vaccinations with 
advertising propaganda films and books. 

CNN reported at least 206 measles outbreaks in 11 states but legislators are 
introducing bills that make it easier for people to opt out of  vaccines. 

According to American Academy of  Pediatrics, “At least 20 states have 
introduced bills this year that would broaden the reasons why parents can exempt 
kids from getting vaccines even if  there isn’t a medical need require and doctors to 
provide more information on the risks of  vaccines.”

Despite the naysayers and bills that are introduced but not enacted, vaccines 
are still the cause of  three million lives prevented from disease related deaths, 
according to The World Health. 

Sophomore biology major Amelia Peter said, “Every child needs to be 
vaccinated. Even though people may think that vaccinations are not safe, kids 
have been protected by these vaccinations from very preventable diseases.” 

Rider’s Health Center was not available to comment.  
January to February 2019 is on track to be the worst year for measles since 

1992. According to the New York Times, public officials and health experts have 
given several warnings to school districts about not allowing a student in school 
if  they had not been vaccinated against measles. In March, a school in Brooklyn 
ignored the advice and it resulted in one student infecting at least 21 others with 
the virus. 

Anti-vaccine supporters have yet to offer up alternatives to remedy potential 
illnesses. Instead of  stirring up criticism and controversy, how about offering 
substitutes that you have found useful for your child? Parents need to take into 
consideration that they are not only putting their own children at risk but other 
children their kids come in contact with. What about those children? These 
parents are allowed to do what they see fit for their child, but it is selfish to exclude 
the public’s health when they decide not to vaccinate their children. 

Qur'an Hansford 
journalism major



10  The Rider News    April 17, 2019

Sports

������������� �������������

Softball vs. Fairleigh Dickinson
2:30 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.

Baseball at Princeton 3 p.m.
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Men’s Golf at MAAC Championships 
in Lake Buena Vista, Florida

Men’s Golf at MAAC Championships in Lake 

Buena Vista, Florida

Track & Field at Princeton for Larry Ellis 

Invitational

Men’s & Women’s Tennis vs. Niagara 3 p.m.

Baseball at Georgetown 6 p.m.
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	 �����������

�
Track & Field at Princeton for Larry Ellis

Invitational 

Men’s Golf at MAAC Championships in 

Lake Buena Vista, Florida

Women’s Tennis vs. La Salle TBA

Softball at Quinnipiac 12 p.m. & 2 p.m.

Baseball at Georgetown 2 p.m. & 5 p.m.

Men’s & Women’s Tennis vs.
Loyola Maryland 2 p.m.

�����������
�
Baseball vs. Saint Joseph’s 7 p.m.

Sports Schedule
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Sports
B A S E B A L L

Broncs drop third MAAC series at Iona
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T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Rider hurdles over competition for home victories
By Dylan Manfre

IDEAL racing conditions allowed the Rider Invitational 
to take place on April 13 at the Michael P. Brady 
Track & Field Complex without any interruptions 
and produced a host of  strong performances and 

personal records.
The meet featured 14 teams and was one of  largest 

events of  the season. Both the men’s and women’s 
teams claimed victory in the meet with the men’s 
squad tallying 166.5 and the women scoring 137.

Head Coach Bob Hamer was extremely pleased 
with his team’s showing today as the Broncs prepare 
to race at the MAAC Championship Meet on May 4 
and May 5.

“I’m really excited about where we are and I think 
we did a lot of  really great things today,” Hamer said 
after the meet. “We have high expectations for [our] 
teams and that’s what I’m hoping for, that each week 
we’re getting better. I’m really excited about our 
progress.”

Seven of  the top 11 overall times in the women’s 
100-meter run belonged to Rider sprinters. 

Graduate student Sara Gardner led the Broncs 
with a time of  12.32 seconds for second overall. A 
fraction of  a second separated Gardner and Penn’s 
Mia Knight, who claimed first.

Gardner also won the 100-meter hurdles in an 
Eastern College Athletic Conference qualifying time 
of  13.67 seconds.

Freshman Jessica Fratianni was plagued with a 
pulled hamstring throughout her indoor season, but 
recovered and took first place in the 200-meter run 
and set a personal record by four seconds.

“I’m really happy I was able to push through the 
injuries to hit my personal record,” Fratianni said.

Sophomore Paris Boucher recorded her personal 
record in the women’s 800-meter run and placed 

fourth overall with a time of  2.16.
Boucher noticed in the first lap the girls went out 

“pretty fast and my last couple races haven’t been that 
fast so it was a little bit different,” she said. “It wasn’t 
until the last 200 [meters of  the race] where the other 
girls started catching up. Throughout the race it felt 
pretty good.”

Senior distance runner Matt Gonzalez was battling 
through injuries his entire campaign. In August 2018, 
he suffered a thyroid injury and a strained hip five 
months later. 

Gonzalez trained tirelessly to return to the 
competition and had the performance of  his life with 
a 53 second improvement from his time at the Rider 
5-Way Meet in the 3000-meter steeple. He finished in 
fourth place with a time of  10:10.

“It’s great moving forward for the rest of  the season 
especially with [the conference championship] only 
a few weeks away,” Gonzalez said. “It was a great 
improvement and I’m really happy with my time.”

With the MAAC Championship meet a few weeks 
away, Hamer said that one of  the biggest things his 
runners can do to get in the right mindset is to make 
track a conscious priority.

“I asked [the team] when we were in our [pre-
meet] meeting, ‘You need to give me three weeks 
where everything you do in the training and decisions 
you make, you put track as a priority,’” Hamer 
said. “When you’re out making decisions with rest, 
nutrition and recovery, have a purpose.”

The teams return to action at the Duke 
Invitational, Georgia Tech Invitational, Princeton 
Invitational and Widener Invitational on April 29 and 
April 30 with athletes attending different events.

By Tim Ferrier

IT was a rough weekend for the baseball team as it went 1-3 against Wagner and 
Iona in the first four games of  an eight-game road trip. The Broncs are now 13-22 
overall and 4-8 in conference play.

In the first game, Rider’s bats went cold as they fell to Wagner in a 9-1 loss on 
April 10.

Two runs crossed the plate for the Seahawks in the home half  of  the first inning, 
which was all they needed before piling on seven more by the time the game ended.

The Broncs scored their sole run on an RBI groundout in the fifth inning from 
senior shortstop Richie Tecco. It was Tecco’s eighth RBI in his last six games. 

Freshman left-hander Andrew Imperatore took the loss in the game and allowed 
five earned runs on four hits and three walks across four innings of  work. 

“Not a lot of  positives to draw from this performance,” said Head Coach Barry 
Davis. “Alex Diamantis had two hits for us and I think Liam Harding pitched well 
out of  the bullpen.”

There were plenty of  positives to draw from Rider’s first game against Iona in 
the double header on April 13. 

The Broncs shutout Iona 8-0 behind eight scoreless innings from right-handed 
sophomore Vincent Vitacco.

“I felt great the whole game,” said Vitacco. “[Davis] had trust in me to go eight 
innings, and that’s what I gave him.”

Vitacco threw a gem and surrendered just five hits and a pair of  walks in his 
career-high eight innings while striking out six in the process.

“Vitacco was excellent once he settled down. He gave us eight shutout innings,” 
said Davis. “Out of  the bullpen, Smith got the final three outs. We were able to 
keep the pressure on them throughout the first game. It was a nice win.”

Junior outfielder Sebastian Williamson and senior first baseman Riley Mihalik 
handled the offense for Rider in the middle of  the lineup. Mihalik started the 
scoring in the fourth inning with an RBI single that scored Williamson. He tacked 
on another RBI with a ground-rule double in the ninth before finishing 2-5 in the 
game. Mihalik’s two RBIs gave him a team lead with 29.

Williamson finished 3-5 with an RBI, a double and three runs scored against the 
conference rivals. With the win, the Broncs surpassed their season win total from a 
year ago.

Rider went on to split the doubleheader against Iona with a 4-2 loss to the Gaels 
in the second game. 

Williamson singled home a run in the first inning, followed by a sacrifice fly 
from junior infielder Zach Fick in the second inning that gave Rider an early 2-0 
advantage.

The score stood until the bottom half  of  the fourth, where a bases loaded walk 
allowed Niko Switalla to come home for Iona’s first run.

The Gaels proceeded with three more in the fifth inning to make it a 4-2 game 

and seal the victory. 
The Broncs went for the series win in the rubber match with Iona on April 14 

but quickly found themselves down big and ultimately fell 11-4.
Tecco tied the game 1-1 on an RBI single in the top of  the second inning, but 

five runs crossed the plate for Iona in the home half  of  the second, followed by 
three more in the third and one in the fourth. 

Rider faced a 10-2 deficit and could not muster up enough offense to salvage the 
game. 

Freshman right-hander Kyle Smith hurled two and two-thirds innings of  hitless 
ball and struck out one. 

Junior outfielder Joe Simone recorded his 100th career hit via an RBI double in 
the third inning. Simone joined junior infielder Kyle Johnson as the second Bronc 
this season to reach the 100-hit plateau for their career.

“Not much to highlight from this one. Being down eight runs after four innings is 
difficult to recover from. Out of  the bullpen, Kyle Smith was excellent,” Davis said. 
“We have certainly dug ourselves a hole in the MAAC and we only have ourselves 
to blame.”

Rider will look to right the ship as their road trip continues on April 17 at 
Princeton at 3 p.m.

Senior infielder Richie Tecco had nine RBI in his last nine games. Tecco had 13 RBI and 24 hits on the season.

Graduate student Sara Gardner won the 100-meter hurdle event on April 13.
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Sophomore Debra Jones earned her third victory of the season in a 3-1 win at St. Peter’s on April 13. Jones pitched all 10 innings of the extra-inning contest, had 12 strikeouts and allowed one earned run on two hits.

Inside today: The 
baseball team lost 
a road MAAC series.  
Page 11

S O F T B A L L

Broncs blanked twice during 1-5 week

By Austin Ferguson

DESPITE multiple close contests, the 
softball team finished the week 
1-5 after a trio of  doubleheaders 
against Lehigh, St. Peter’s and 

Manhattan. 
Rider hosted Lehigh on April 10 

and played a pair of  games at Herb 
and John Young Field. The first and 
only matchup of  the season between 
the teams did not go well for the 
Broncs, who lost both games, 9-0 and 
2-1. 

The Mountain Hawks came out 
strong in game one and amassed seven 
runs on as many hits in the first two 
innings, capitalizing on two Rider 
errors.

 The Broncs’ offense was able to 
put a few baserunners on, but were 
unable to bring them home against the 
pitching of  Parker Boyd. 

Lehigh added two more runs to their 
total off  of  the bats of  Reva Adlerman 
and Hannah Edwards in the fourth and 
fifth innings of  the first game, which 
proved more than enough to secure the 
win for the Mountain Hawks.

The second game of  the 
doubleheader was a much closer affair, 
with hard play from both teams from 
beginning to end.

The contest was a pitcher’s 
duel, pitting Gabriella Nori against 
sophomore Debra Jones in seven 
innings of  defensive softball.

The first three innings were quiet 
for the bats of  both teams, with neither 
able to score against each other’s 
starters.

The top of  the fourth broke the 

silence on Lehigh’s side of  things. 
After getting a pair of  baserunners on, 
a Rider fielding error from freshman 
infielder Grace Stansfield allowed both 
Mountain Hawks’ runners to score, 
putting them up 2-0.

A seventh inning home run from 
junior designated hitter Elyse Cuttic 
would put Rider on the board, but was 
ultimately not enough as the Mountain 
Hawks took the victory and the sweep.

Head Coach Davon Ortega saw 
some promise in her team during game 
two, despite the loss.

“The momentum started,” Ortega 
said. “We didn’t get the win, but it feels 
good. The team is starting to come 
together.”

Rider traveled to Jersey City to 
take on St. Peter’s in a weekend 
doubleheader on April 13. Both games 
went into extra innings with close 
finishes in both contests. 

Rider took an early 1-0 lead off  the 
back of  a first-inning single from senior 
utility player Maddy Chain. 

The Peacocks’ Alina Guevara 
blasted a double deep into center 
field to drive in the tying run for Saint 
Peter’s. The hit forced the game into 
extra innings. 

After both teams went hitless in the 
eighth and ninth innings, a single by 
junior shortstop Rachael Zeides pushed 
Rider ahead in the top of  the tenth and 
held on for the win, 3-1. 

The Broncs’ game one victory came 
in thanks to the stellar performance 
from Jones. She pitched all 10 innings, 
striking out 12 St. Peter’s hitters and 
only allowing one run along the way. 

Game two’s scoring for St. Peter’s 
began the same way their scoring 
ended in game one. 

A Guevara double to center field. 
After a pair of  bases-loaded walks in 
the second inning, the Peacocks took an 
early 3-0 lead. 

Rider shortened the gap in the third 
and fourth innings, after a pair of  RBI 
singles from junior designated hitter 
Shelby Miller and junior outfielder 
Kesley Marigliano brought the game 
to 3-2. 

In the home half  of  the fourth 
inning, a home run from Anja Solveig 
Kane put St. Peter’s back on top. After 
driving in another run, the Peacocks 
found themselves up 6-2 heading into 
the sixth inning. 

Miller would start the Broncs’ 
comeback, hitting another single and 
driving in two runs to bring the game 
to 6-4. 

After a pinch-hit groundout from 
freshman pitcher Brooklyn Trujillo 
drove in another run, Marigliano was 
up to bat with the game on the line. 

Marigliano came in clutch, hitting 
a single to knot the game at six runs 
a piece. For the second time that day, 
Rider and St. Peter’s went into extra 
innings. 

After another quiet eighth and ninth 
innings, it was the Peacocks’ turn for 
late-game heroics in the tenth inning. 
St. Peter’s Guevara hit her third double 
of  the day, driving in the go-ahead 
run, walking off  with the win for the 
Peacocks, 7-6.

Rider continued their road trip 
against Manhattan on April 14 and 

returned home winless on the day.
The first game started as a blowout 

in favor of  the Jaspers, with the Broncs 
down 7-0 heading into the seventh 
inning. 

Rider’s bats, however, came to life 
that inning as they tried to muster a 
comeback against Manhattan. 

A last-inning effort that started 
with a Marigliano double brought the 
Broncs within two runs. Their luck 
ran out after senior outfielder Brianna 
Parisio struck out to end the game, 7-5. 

The Broncs’ found themselves 
behind again in game two, though they 
would not be able to duplicate their 
comeback efforts in the first game.

“I think, as a team, we need to 
change our mindset and realize there 
is an opportunity to turn the season 
around and still make a statement,” 
said Marigliano. “We cannot quit and 
we need to have the ‘fight’ mindset in 
order to win every inning.”

Rider’s only hit during the second 
game came off  the bat of  senior 
catcher Kiera Swank in the fifth 
inning as the Broncs took the loss to 
Manhattan, 8-0.

“We just didn’t have anything 
today,” Ortega said. “We started the 
day flat and although we put up some 
fight at the end of  game one, we just 
never could figure out how to get 
ourselves going.”

The Broncs return to Lawrenceville 
on April 17 to host a doubleheader 
against Fairleigh Dickinson starting at 
2:30 p.m., followed by a conference 
doubleheader at Quinnipiac on April 
20.
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