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LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!
The Cranberry and White Affair brought sudents 
together with classic Hollywood Glamour. page 7

STUDENT VOICES AT RIDER
SGA emphasized the importance of  student voices on 
Rider’s campus. page 8

HIGH-FLYING FRESHMAN 
Ajiri Ogemuno-Johnson, who started playing 
basketball at 13, was featured on ESPN. page 12

Students rank in top 10 at national competition 
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Students were treated to dancing and dessert as they cheered on freshman education major Julian Santana, who cleared the dance floor at the Cranberry and White Affair on Feb. 9 in the Cavalla Room. 

By Tatyanna Carman 

STUDENTS in Rider’s chapter of  the Small Business Institute (SBI), ranked in 
the top 10 at the national SBI’s undergraduate consulting project of  the year 
competition on Dec. 15. 

Former class of  2018 undergraduate students David Ferrao, Nicholas 
Chiarolanzio, senior arts administration major Michelle Belain and entrepreneurial 
studies graduate assistant Francesca Karpicki, were a part of  the group that led the 
organization to the top 10. 

Rider was ranked fifth in the nation, according to Karpicki. 
SBI centers on learning about business operations through experience, including 

an annual competition to test each university chapter’s consulting abilities.
“We competed against many schools, some of  which include California State 

University, the University of  North Carolina and the University of  Central 
Florida,” Karpicki explained.

Each university chose a client, a small business, to consult and solve problems 
that pertained to a certain business. 

“I am glad SBI’s vision is valid even today — it nicely dovetails with [the] 
university’s statement of  vision as ‘going beyond classroom learning to real world 
experiences,” said professor of  strategic management and entrepreneurship, 
Radharao Chaganti. 

Rider’s SBI chapter is part of  a national organization that is dedicated to 
providing team consulting experience and entrepreneurial skills, according to the 
SBI’s mission statement. 

Rider has a history of  winning the SBI Consulting Project of  the Year, a national 
competition. Since 1998, the group has had 32 top 10 rankings in the project of  the 
year competition, according to rider.edu.

“I am always delighted and impressed by our students’ abilities and Dr. Cook’s 
guidance and leadership,” Chaganti said. “I am proud our teams have won 
competitions consistently almost every single year over the 20 plus years that Rider 
SBI took part in these competitions.” 

These students, along with Associate Dean of  Graduate Programs, Ronald 
Cook chose Spruce Industries, a business located in Rahway, New Jersey that 
provides sustainable janitorial products and cleaning supplies, as their client for the 

competition. The project consisted of  a final written report that was presented to 
the small business.

“I think [the competition] shows how much we are taught here at Rider. We were 
given three months to learn the ins and outs of  an industry none of  us were familiar 
with and to make a plan on how to best solve an issue that even the client, who is 
extremely familiar with the industry, wasn’t sure how to solve,” Karpicki expressed. 

Prior to the competition, an annual conference is held and the university 
chapters enter their consulting projects for the competition. The scores are then 
ranked by judges.

Schools are judged on a 100-point scale and in the categories of  problem 
definition and analysis, definition of  the problem and key issues, qualitative and 
quantitative and analysis of  company and industry, according to the SBI’s website. 

“I learned a lot through this experience that has helped me to develop great 
understanding of  what I would like to do in the future,” Karpicki said, “This 
experience has helped me grow into the person I am today.” 
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Cranberry and White Affair sparks new 
campus tradition  

➠
SEE 
THE CRANBERRY
PAGE 7

Francesca Karpicki,’18, senior arts administration major Michelle Belain (left to right standing), 
Nicholas Chiarolanzio, ’18 (left sitting) and David Ferrao, ’18 (right sitting) surround their Spruce 
Industries client, Dan Joseph. (center sitting). 
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Alphabet issues
An interesting location for vandalism. On Feb. 6 
at 2:54 p.m., a community advisor in Conover Hall 
alerted Public Safety to an act of vandalism. After 
arriving, officers were led to the room of a female 
resident and observed the Greek letters “AXiD” carved 
into the wooden door. Public Safety notified the 
residents of the room and a work order to remove the 
carving was placed with Facilities.  

Early morning arguments
This isn’t the ideal way to be woken up on a Friday 
morning. On Feb. 8 at 2:09 a.m., Public Safety received 
a call from a concerned resident of West Village 
who said a male and female student were arguing 
loudly and were involved in a physical altercation. 
After arriving, officers located the couple and the 
male student was cited with violating the university 
Social Code of Conduct, attempted physical abuse or 
restraint of another and disorderly conduct. 

Mouse hunt
Someone was looking for a warm place to hide. 
On Feb. 8 at 11:40 p.m., Public Safety was called to 
Omega House for the report of mouse droppings in 
a dorm room. After arriving, officers were brought to 
the room in question where they located the mouse 
droppings and found scraps of food eaten by the 
mice under one of the beds. Residence life made 
arrangements for the two female residents to be 
relocated to a different room. Facilities responded 
and set traps throughout the room. 

— Information provided by Public Safety Detective 
William Eggert

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  L A U R E N  L A V E L L E

Rider named a military-friendly school 

By Lauren Minore 

RIDER is launching a new program 
that will give students the 
opportunity to receive a Master 
of  Arts in clinical mental health 

counseling with dance and movement 
therapy (D/MT) in fall 2019.

Students in the program will learn 
how to harness the healing powers of  
art as a therapeutic technique, discover 
how to blend mind and body practices, 
mindfulness and traditional therapies 
for holistic wellness and qualify for the 
entry-level credential as a registered 
dance and movement therapist, among 
other critical skills, according to Rider’s 
website. 

“[The program] provides both 
didactic and skills-based courses 
that give a strong foundation in 
counseling and teaches students to use 
movement as a tool for use with clients 
who seek non-talk-based methods 
of  communication and emotional 
expression,” said Christina Peterson, 
chair of  the college of  education 
and human services’ department of  
graduate education, leadership and 
counseling. “Students practice their 

therapeutic skills through role play 
and case studies in the classroom 
early in the program, before entering 
the field. Capped at only 6 students, 
our practicum [or fieldwork] courses 
provide intensive instruction and 
supervision.”

This 60-credit concentrated 
program will give Rider students the 
opportunity to obtain accreditation 
as a registered dance and movement 
therapist and a licensed professional 
counselor.

Peterson also expressed her 
excitement about the program as a new 
partnership between Rider’s graduate 
counseling program in the College of  
Education and Human Services and 
the dance program in the School of  
Fine and Performing Arts.  

“This program has created a lot of  
excitement in the dance and movement 
therapy profession as it is the first of  
its kind in New Jersey,” said Peterson. 
“Graduates of  the program will have 
met the educational requirements for 
credentialing as a board certified coach, 
a licensed professional counselor and 
a dance movement therapist. Many 

programs only offer only one credential 
upon completion, whereas ours 
offers three. This opens the doors to 
unique opportunities in mental health. 
A number of  our clinical mental 
health service provider partners have 
expressed great enthusiasm for adding 
D/MT to their practice.”

Student dancers, including junior 
dance performance major Xiomara 
Quinones, expressed interest in the 

innovative program. 
“It opens up a new outlook within 

the way dance is perceived,” Quinones 
said. “In the competition world, it has 
turned into purely tricks and flashy 
costumes, but D/MT brings students 
and people back to the purpose of  why 
we dance. It is an outlet of  emotions 
through movement and music.” 

New Master’s program focuses on movement

By Theresa Evans 

IN an annual ranking curated 
by VIQTORY, an organization 
dedicated to helping veterans find 
opportunity, Rider was designated 

as one of  the top military-friendly 
institutions. 

“I think there are two things that 
make Rider veteran-friendly,” said 
Thomas Reddington, coordinator 
of  veteran affairs. “First, Rider was 
founded as a business college to educate 
Civil War veterans returning from the 
conflict in 1865. We have a tradition of  
serving veterans.  

“Secondly, our support of  our 
veterans is a team effort. Once a 
month, representatives from offices, 
departments and colleges from across 
Rider meet and discuss current issues 
and how to improve our support of  our 
veterans, military and dependents.”

Rider was one of  two New Jersey 
universities honored with the gold 
designation. Felician University in Lodi, 
New Jersey was the other institution 
placed in this category. 

According to MilitaryFriendly.com, 

“School with gold distinction is a school 
who scored within 10% of  the 10th 
ranking school in their category. These 
employers are setting the example with 
their programs and initiatives.”

Reddington suggested the military 
community on campus should visit the 
Rider Veterans and Military Affairs 
Office (VMAO) with issues relating to 
service and benefits.

“The chances are, we have dealt 
with the issue before and can help you,” 
he said. “Or, we will do the research 
and footwork for you to save you time 
and effort.”

VMAO hosts monthly events in the 
pub and offers an information fair with 
veteran service organizations to help 
veterans stay involved each semester.

“To have the Military Friendly Gold 
Designation confirms what we already 
knew; Rider is an institution that truly 
values and supports its men and women 
who have served and sacrificed for our 
country,” Reddington said. 

VMAO also supports the military 
community with an annual comedy 
show that raises money for the Rider 

Veterans Fund and by hosting events 
leading up to Veterans Day. 

“Rider puts its money where its 
mouth is in supporting veterans, 
military and dependents,” said 
Reddington. “Rider has hired a full 
time Veterans Coordinator. Most 
schools have a part-time coordinator 
or none at all. Rider has a lounge and 
office dedicated to the service, comfort 

and convenience of  its military-
connected students, staff  and faculty. 

“Rider has no limits on the number 
of  eligible students it accepts into its 
Yellow Ribbon program. One Stop 
Services expend many hours working 
with each military-connected student 
and their unique financing and billing 
arrangements,” said Reddington.

A field of flags were planted on the Campus Mall to commemorate Veterans Day in November 2018. 
This is just one way Rider works to honor and help veterans thrive in its community. 

C
hr

is
to

ph
er

 A
le

xa
nd

er
/ T

he
 R

id
er

 N
ew

s

Associate Professor of Dance Kim Chandler instructs a group of Rider students. A new Master of Arts 
program in clinical mental health counseling and movement therapy will be open to students this fall. 
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By Ryan Connelly 

NOT only can students create content, they can now create content the way they 
envision it. 

In fall 2019, Rider will launch a Bachelor of  Arts in game and interactive 
media design in the school of  fine and performing arts.

“The core focus of  the degree is game design,” said Justin Burton, a fine arts 
professor. “Students will primarily learn how to devise rules of  game play and test 
those rules through iterations until they’ve arrived at a satisfying play experience. 
They’ll also learn to do this in industry-standard software interfaces like Unity and 
Unreal. Our elective offerings allow majors to complement their design expertise 
with a focus in animation, storytelling or sound design.”

With the gaming industry growing at such a rapid rate, there could be potential 
high-paying jobs for students after they complete the program. According to statista.
com, the industry is expanding at $7 billion per year. In 2019 alone, the market is 
worth over $123 billion worldwide.

With such a high revenue every year, job openings are likely to fill quickly. 
“The video game industry is the most obvious possibility [for work,]” said 

Burton. “Someone who graduates with our game design Bachelor’s would be well-
positioned to compete for jobs in any sort of  game design or user experience work. 
Having the ability to design satisfying gameplay means having the ability to do a 
wide range of  work that involves careful sequencing of  or thoughtful presentation 
of  all sorts of  information.” 

As of  Feb. 11, there are over 30 applicants interested in the major.
“It’s a great idea to add this major,” said junior public relations major Brian 

Zayicek. “I can actually see students loving it and using it in their futures.” 
Back in November, The Rider News spoke to the Dean of  the College of  Liberal 

Arts and Sciences Jonathan Millen about how fast Rider is improving its school of  
fine and performing arts. 

“We’re also looking to create a program on game design,” said Millen. “[It’s a] 
big partnership with the folks of  fine and performing arts.” 

According to Millen, the major came about after the college of  liberal arts and 
sciences took into account what students were currently interested in. 

“We’re always trying to assess what students want to study and what fits best 
within Rider,” Said Milen.

Donna Jean Fredeen, provost and vice president for academic affairs, was the one 
who originally brought the degree to the deans of  Rider. Marshall Onofrio, dean of  
Westminster College of  Arts, jumped at the opportunity and said the school of  fine 
and performing arts would be a perfect place for the degree.  

 “I did the bulk of  drafting the curriculum,” said Burton. “My fine and 
performing arts colleagues helped shape it from there, asking probing questions 
and offering helpful suggestions. I also consulted with Bobby Stein, an experienced 
storyteller in the industry, and Margaret Moser, a professor at the University of  
Southern California, [as their school’s program] is widely regarded as the best 
game design program in the country. Bobby and Margaret provided really helpful 
feedback that was crucial to the proposal’s success. We are currently conducting a 
search for a tenure track position in game design, and that faculty member will be 
integral to the growth and development of  the degree going forward.”  

Students are excited to see what this major will bring forth. 
“I think Rider is fully equipped to bring this on in the fall and have it thrive as 

one of  the top majors,” said Zayicek. 

New major provides potential for creative futures 

Students who enroll as game and interactive media design majors will be working with softwares used 
in the inustry such as Unity and Unreal. 
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Sorority bid day shapes sisterhood bonds
By Nicole Calacal

EVERY spring, sororities and fraternities 
gather together for an event that 
welcomes potential new members 
(PNMs) into their organizations.

     This year’s National Panhellenic 
Council (NPC) Bid Day took place 
on Feb. 3, a special day for the Greek 
organizations where new members 
revealed which chapter they chose to 
join. 
     The NPC on Rider’s campus is 
comprised of  four sororities — Alpha 
Xi Delta, Delta Phi Epsilon, Phi 
Sigma Sigma and Zeta Tau Alpha. 
The executive members of  the council 
and Director of  Student Involvement, 
Barbara Perlman, ensured that the day 
went according to plan. 
      “The Panhellenic Council and I 
began planning for Formal Panhellenic 
Recruitment in November,” Perlman 
said. “Even though it looks like 
recruitment is only a few days, it 

actually begins weeks before with 
promotion, recruitment counselor 
training, information sessions and mock 
recruitment events.”  
     Perlman emphasized the importance 
of  preparing for these events, which 
typically occur the first week of  the 
spring semester. 
     “All of  these programs take a lot of  
preparation and work, and getting to 
see how happy everyone is on that day is 
really the payoff  for weeks and months 
of  dedication and planning,” she said.  
     Formal Recruitment consisted of  
three rounds, which took place over the 
course of  three days, where each PNM 
determined which chapter was the best 
fit for them. 
     “Each day, PNMs get to know the 
chapters a bit better,” Perlman said. “The 
meet and greet takes place in the Bart 
Luedeke Center and gives PNMs a first 
taste of  what each chapter is all about. 
Philanthropy round takes place in the 

chapter houses and is significantly longer 
than the meet and greet. Here, PNMs 
learn about each chapter’s philanthropic 
causes as well as their community service 
endeavors. The final round, Preference, 
gives PNMs a closer glimpse at what 
makes each chapter unique, including 
pieces of  their public ritual and a closer 
look at their sisterhood. Preference is a 
really special day and is usually when 
PNMs begin to truly feel at home.” 
     Junior public relations major and 
National Panhellenic President Gina 
Mastroianni noted that the selection 
process was mutual. Each of  the chapters 
gave bids, or invitations, to PNMs to join 
the sororities. They used a computerized 
system to help them with their process. 
     “The preferences of  the PNMs and 
the chapters are utilized to match as 
many new members and chapters as 
possible,” Perlman said.  
     The culmination of  each recruitment 
round leading up to Bid Day was full 

of  anticipation and enthusiasm for the 
chapters and new members. When the 
day finally arrived, everyone gathered in 
the Cavalla Room where the big reveal 
took place and, for the first time, the 
chapters learned which new members 
joined their respective sororities. 
     Mastroianni, a member of  Zeta 
Tau Alpha, said, “We have a tradition 
of  what the Bid Day looks like, and we 
normally stick to it. [There’s a lot] of  
glitter and screaming, to say the least.” 
     Each sorority gained new members. 
The new members found a place on 
campus where they can grow and 
become the women they want to be 
under the guidance of  their new sisters.  
     “It is an incredibly exciting day 
for both our new members and active 
members, and [it] is one of  my favorite 
days of  the year,” Perlman said. “The 
energy is always so high, and everyone 
is so happy to find their new homes on 
campus.” 

 Greek life recruits become bonded brothers 
By Joe Passero

GREEK organizations on college 
campuses are among the largest 
collegiate organizations in the 
world, as they span across the 

country with multiple different chapters.
     At Rider, 20 new members have been 
recruited into three respective fraternities 
under the Interfraternity Council (IFC) 
— Tau Kappa Epsilon, Sigma Phi 
Epsilon and Theta Chi.
     Recruitment occurs annually for 
IFC fraternities for one week during the 
spring semester. This year, it took place 
from Jan. 28 to Feb. 1, with various 
events occurring each day for the 
brothers and recruits.
     The week began with an information 
session on Jan. 28, which allowed 
potential recruits to get to know each 
fraternity personally — everything from 
meeting the brothers to learning about 
the philanthropy of  each fraternity. 
     Throughout the week, brothers and 
recruits participated in a wealth of  
activities to work together and learn 

about each other including laser tag, 
community service events, a gaming 
truck, tours of  the fraternity houses and 
formal interviews. 
     “The recruitment process is [set 
up] so you interact with all of  the 
fraternities,” Charles Palmer, a junior 
political science major and new member 
of  Sigma Phi Epsilon, said. “It keeps 
you very open-minded as you learn from 
each fraternity.” 
     While each potential recruit had their 
own reason as to why they wanted to join 
Greek life, two common themes included 
networking and academic excellence.
     “I have a lot of  friends who are in 
Greek life, and I saw the opportunities 
they’ve been awarded, networking 
opportunities, excelling in their academic 
and personal lives, and that’s something 
I really cherish,” Palmer said. “You’re 
always trying to become a better 
person, and to see it first-hand [in this 
community] is something I really wanted 
to be a part of.”
     Matt Simpson, a sophomore 

accounting major and vice president of  
Tau Kappa Epsilon, also expressed some 
of  the benefits of  joining fraternal life on 
campus.
     “Definitely networking, academics 
and on-campus involvement and 
leadership. It’s easy to get involved if  you 
put in the work,” he said. 
     With the formal recruitment process 
over, new members are looking forward 
to all their respective fraternities have to 
offer. 
     “I look forward to going to work 
for Habitat for Humanity. [I love] 
helping people build houses who don’t 
have homes and giving back to the 
community,” Palmer said. 
     Current brothers expressed their 
excitement for new members to be 
introduced to the new roles they will take 
on in the Rider community as a result of  
joining Greek organizations.
     “We look forward to seeing them 
grow and develop academically and 
socially and take on leadership roles in 
the community,” Simpson added.

     Students who missed the formal 
recruitment week don’t have to wait until 
next spring to join Tau Kappa Epsilon, 
Sigma Phi Epsilon or Theta Chi — there 
is also an informal recruitment process 
that operates year-round.           
     If  interested students meet the 
eligibility requirements of  12 Rider 
credit hours and a 2.5 GPA, they 
are welcome to begin the informal 
recruitment process.
     Matt Cecere, the fraternity and 
sorority life community director, offered 
advice to students interested in joining 
any on-campus Greek Life organizations.
     “Don’t be afraid to come out to events 
or programs. I know it’s very difficult 
sometimes to come up to new people 
and introduce yourself  or, if  you see 
letters on their chest, they [may] not 
seem as approachable,” he said. “Our 
community is very welcoming and always 
open to meeting new people and meeting 
interested members of  the community.”

The Cranberry and White Affair: A night to remember
By Lauren Minore 

AVISION of  gowns and suits 
intermingled encompassed the 
Cavalla Room for the campus’ 
first Cranberry and White Affair, 

a semi-formal dance sponsored by Rider 
University’s Greek Council and the Office 
of  Campus Life on Feb. 9. 
     Co-sponsored by Student 
Government Association (SGA), Student 
Entertainment Council (SEC) and 
Residence Hall Association (RHA), 
students were treated to a dance floor 
and dessert table topped with a chocolate 
fountain at the free event. 
     With a rolled-out red carpet, the 
theme of  classic Hollywood Glamour 
was reflected in the fancy decorations 
that illuminated the mantra, “Lights, 
Camera, Action.”
      Senior business administration 
major and Greek Council President 
Allen Killiebrew spearheaded the 
planning of  the function, along with 
the help of  Assistant Director of  
Campus Life for Activities and Student 
Engagement Nick Barbati and Office 
of  Student Life Coordinator Naquasia 
Ramsey-Sheppard. 
     Brainstorming with Barbati, 
Killiebrew noted that there was a lack of  
opportunity for non-Greek Life students 
to attend semi-formal dance events, 
which were imperative for bringing 
the fraternity and sorority community 
together. 
     Killiebrew said, “In Greek Life, 
organizations have formals and date 
nights, [so] we said, ‘Let’s call it The 

Cranberry and White Affair,’ and it just 
sparked from there.” 
     Putting the plan into action, 
Killebrew instantly knew who he wanted 
the co-sponsors to be. 
    “SGA has strong leaders that can 
make a difference and help get the word 
out; SEC has hosted successful events in 
the past and RHA has a great connection 
with the Rider community through 
residence halls,” Killiebrew said. 
     Although the sponsoring process was 
easy to configure, Killiebrew expressed 
hesitation during other parts of  the 
event’s planning process.
     “Nick [Barbati] and I planned this 
out a couple months in advance, and, 
at first, I was kind of  worried about the 
turnout, but then on the first day [of  
ticket distribution,] we gave out over 
400 tickets,” he said. “Now, we’re going 
to keep this as an annual tradition on 
campus, [while still] thinking about how 
to make it even better in the years to 
come.” 
     Kiera Kulaga, sophomore elementary 
education major, is a sister of  Delta Phi 
Epsilon and a Rider Bonner Community 
Scholar. Seeing members of  both her 
organizations in one place was exciting 
to experience. 
     “I saw my whole volunteering site 
team, and we got to take a picture,” 
Kulaga said. “It was nice to have people 
from Greek Life and Bonner all there 
together.”
     Not only did the event bring different 
spectrums of  Rider closer together, it 
also gave alumni the opportunity to visit 

their alma mater. 
   “I even saw some alumni there 
because we could have guest tickets,” 
Kulaga said. “I think it pulled a lot of  
different people from a lot of  different 
organizations together.” 
     Seeing older faces in the crowd was as 
prominent as seeing new ones for many. 
     The attraction of  having a photo 
booth, as well as just spending time with 
her fellow Broncs, cemented freshman 
filmmaking, TV and radio major Sarah 
Waldron’s first year of  college into an 
evening she’ll never forget. 
     “Going to the Cranberry and White 
Affair was a great time,” Waldron said. 
“My friends and I loved the photo booth, 
and we loved being able to go out and 

dance on a Saturday night.” 
 Reflecting on his time, Killebrew was 
grateful for those that made his dream 
into reality. 
     “I couldn’t be more happy with the 
flow of  the event,” Killiebrew said. “Big 
shoutout to Nick Barbati and Naquasia 
Ramsey-Sheppard for helping to make 
everything happen.”

Celebrating the “Summer of 69” in upcoming cabaret 
By Sierra McCoy

ATTEMPTING to capture the essence 
of  the late 60s as a time period 
with more than just hippies, tie-dye 
colors and the merging of  music 

genres, “Summer of  69: A Celebration of  
Woodstock,” a musical cabaret focused on 
the music and styles of  the 60s, is coming 
to Rider . 
     An article on History.com said, in 
search of  an investment opportunity 
during that time, four men under the age 
of  27 – John Roberts, Joel Rosenman, 
Artie Kornfeld and Michael Lang – came 
up with the idea for the Woodstock 
Musical Festival, formally known as “An 
Aquarian Experience: 3 Days of  Peace 
and Music.”
     With all the fighting and restlessness 
that occurred, the purpose of  Woodstock 
was to give people a musical escape for 
peace and unity and resultantly became a 
major icon in pop culture.
     History.com also said that, what 
was initially expected to be a crowd of  
50,000, quickly doubled to 100,000 as 
people camped out for the event on Aug. 
13, 1969 – two days before it even began. 
By the arrival day of  the festival, the 
crowd grew to 500,000 attendees. The 
article continued, “It’s widely reported 
eight women experienced miscarriages. 
One teenager died after being run over 
by a tractor. Another person died a drug-
related death. It’s estimated there were 
no more than a dozen police officers to 
keep an eye on 500,000 people.”
     After switching from venue to venue, 
the decision to have the concert on a 
dairy farm in Bethel, New York came 
about when Max Yasgur, a 49-year-
old farmer, offered up part of  his 

property. The concert became free for 
the audience when it became obvious 
that preparations for ticket booths and 
fences would not be ready in time, 
especially since the gates were already 
being knocked down by the stampede 
of  people. There was also a free food 
kitchen, a playground for children and a 
tent to help anyone who became ill. 
     Despite the chaos with the crowds, 
apparent inclement weather and 
combative time, Woodstock was 
successful and its legacy is coming to 
Rider’s stage.
     Producing artistic director of  the 
professional summer theater The 
Forestburgh Playhouse, Franklin Trapp is 
directing “Summer of  69: A Celebration 
of  Woodstock.” Trapp has been directing 
for the past six to seven years, five of  
which have been at the playhouse, 
located in Forestburgh, New York in the 
Sullivan Catskills.
     Trapp said it was appropriate that 
Rider will be performing the cabaret 
at this time, being that it is the 50th 
anniversary of  Woodstock. 
     “We are going to present a big variety 
of  the music that was performed at 
Woodstock and also show a lot of  the 
really important themes that are still 
relevant today,” Trapp said. 
     The audience can look forward to 
an incredible, refreshing trip down 
the playlist of  Woodstock, including 
instrumental performances.
     “People will be amazed to see the 
connections between 1969 and today, 
why events like Woodstock are important 
and why music feeds our souls and helps 
create change,” Trapp said. 
     Senior musical theater major 

McKenna Woodlan is one of  the 
performers in the musical. Outside of  
Rider, Woodlan is no stranger to the 
world of  music and dance. Her mom 
owns a dance studio in her home state of  
Texas.
     “I’ve been dancing my entire life 
and I love to dance, but something was 
always missing,” Woodlan said. 
     When she was 7-years-old, Woodlan 
was cast as the fork in “Beauty and the 
Beast” and that was when she knew 
musical theater was for her. She was very 
excited for the Woodstock performance 
given all it has to offer her. 
     “It’s an attempt to actually celebrate 
who they were, and not economize on 
what they looked like,” Woodlan said. 
“You see the groovy hippie costumes and 
we all have this view of  this time period, 
but what we’re trying to do is really 

give an authentic experience to what it 
might have been like to be one of  those 
people.” 
     The performers’ outfits will be 
inspired by the year of  1969, but a lot of  
the students will be wearing their own 
clothing and jewelry, with the goal of  
putting themselves into the show.             
     “We want the students’ personalities 
to shine through,” Trapp said. “We 
don’t want their costumes to cover up 
the people, we want the people to be 
highlighted.” 
     The event will feature music by 
Jefferson Airplane, The Who, Jimi 
Hendrix, Janis Joplin and more.
      “Summer of  69: A Celebration of  
Woodstock” is free admission and will 
take place in the Spitz Theatre on Feb. 
15 and Feb. 16, both at 7:30 p.m., as well 
as on Feb. 17 at 2 p.m. 
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Senior business administration major and Rider University Greek Council President  Allen Killiebrew 
(center) was the driving force behind the Cranberry and White affair. 
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Rider Greek organizations under the Interfraternity Council – Sigma Phi Epsilon (top left), Tau Kappa 
Epsilon (top right) and Theta Chi (bottom) – welcomed 20 new members during this semester’s 
recruitment. 

Bid Day for each of the four National Panhellenic Council chapters at Rider –  Delta Phi Epsilon 
(top left), Alpha Xi Delta (top right), Zeta Tau Alpha (bottom left) and Phi Sigma 
Sigma (bottom right) – took place on Feb. 3 in the Cavalla Room. 
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The Summer of 69: A Celebration of Woodstock is coming to Rider on Feb. 15 and Feb. 16 at 7:30 p.m. 
and on Feb. 17 at 2 p.m.



L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

Encouraging the student voice

SINCE 1969, the Rider Student Government Association (SGA) has been 
an essential part of  the Rider community. Over the past 50 years, many 
different students have been a part of  various executive boards, cabinets 
and senates, but the purpose of  the SGA has not changed. From the 

founding of  SGA, the most important responsibility of  the organization is to 
represent the ideas and opinions of  Rider students. Today, the current executive 
board still embodies the value of  leading students toward a complete university 
experience. The SGA recognizes the diverse community that Rider hosts and 
strives to include every member from that community in university decisions. 

A university should challenge students to engage as members of  a greater 
community but, to truly be a community, a level of  open communication 
must be established. We, as a student government, are grounded in creating a 
contemporary university where the student body defines its present and future. 
However, this can only be achieved when the community is communicating 
their wants and needs. SGA and many organizations on campus serve 
as a liaison for students to communicate those desires to the university 
administration and, in return, for the administration to understand student 
perspective on decisions.

As American author and former business executive Seth Godin once 
said, “Leadership is the art of  giving people a platform for spreading ideas 
that work,” and we believe that student organizations are that platform. It 
is within the SGA guiding principles to hold administration, faculty and 
ourselves accountable for transparent and collaborative decision-making. 
As the recipients of  the education that is at the core of  this university, the 
student voice should be the most influential. It is the responsibility of  student 
organizations to create a culture where the best interests of  all students are the 
first priority. SGA is here to serve and represent that voice and to passionately 
defend the ideas of  all students. Every week, SGA senate is filled with student 
leaders waiting to help their fellow students with issues on campus, and 
working to give student voice to the administration’s plans. 

There are many ways for students to voice their opinions and concerns. 
SGA is a good outlet, as there is a weekly open senate meeting on Tuesdays 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., where students can express their needs and issues 
in the open action section. Administrators are present at these meetings to 
hear student concerns and most points are resolved very quickly. In addition, 
there are countless administrative offices open on campus. Go directly to 
a university administrator, send them an email or set up a meeting. They 
are here for you. While it may be intimidating for some students to reach 
out to these upper-level faculty and staff, these members are a part of  our 
community and want to improve it as much as students do. Don’t be afraid 
to reach out. It is impossible to be a part of  every decision made on Rider’s 
campus, but if  there is something you feel passionate about, get involved. It is 
exponentially more effective to be an active voice throughout decision-making 
than to speak up only when you disagree with a determination that has 
already been made. 

SGA believes that students, at some capacity, should be involved or 
consulted for every major decision on campus that affects the future of  Rider 
students. Rider has made a commitment to create a community of  engaged 
learning; our engagement is crucial to creating the university that we are all 
proud to be a part of.

8  The Rider News   Feb 13, 2019

@theridernews

@theridernewsfacebook.com/theridernews
www.theridernews.com

ridernewsopinion@rider.edu
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FILM REVIEW

'If Beale Street Could Talk': A Baldwin story 

James Baldwin, Nov. 14, 1974 in Amsterdam. 

Opinion
GREEN CORNER 

 The urgent call for change to prevent a plastic earth                      

IMAGINE going on vacation and walking on a beautiful, warm Caribbean beach. 
All seems serene and calm, until a huge patch of  plastic waste is found, only for 
an endless amount of  plastic water bottles, plastic bags, straws and other plastic 
waste to be found as further investigation is taken. 
Unfortunately, this tragic occurrence is a reality that has become increasingly 

common along the shores of  the Caribbean islands. As stated by the British 
Broadcasting Company, the United Kingdom alone uses approximately 13 
billion plastic water bottles each year, of  which only over 3 billion are recycled. 
That leaves a whopping 10 billion plastic water bottles placed either directly into 
landfills or discarded as litter which affects local habitats. 

According to Marine Insight, people around the world throw away a total of  
4 million tons of  trash a day, of  which 12.8 percent is plastic. This number adds 
up to approximately 186 million tons of  plastic simply thrown away each year 
— a staggering amount of  plastic that ends up in landfills and damages entire 
ecosystems. 

Unfortunately, the damage of  plastic not only affects the Caribbean, but also 
our local beaches and other natural environments. Plastic water bottles, bags and 
straws are just a fraction of  the waste that washes up on our shores. 

When asked how plastic affects local ecosystems around Rider,  Jordan Dreyer, 
a sophomore film, TV and radio major said, “Although it may not be thought 
of  by everyone, the plastic that is thrown away ends up somewhere on earth. 
The pollution that plastic creates ends up destroying the habitats of  the plants 
and animals around us, all of  which are important in keeping the balance of  the 
ecosystem.”

While it does seem rather grim sometimes with the rapid increase of  plastic 
waste around the world, there are a plethora of  organizations that have been 
created to not only help recycle more plastic, but to make people more aware of  
the harmful effects of  plastic. One of  these organizations is RecycleMania, an 
eight-week competition with colleges from around the country who compete to see 
which institutions can to recycle the most. Rider’s very own office of  sustainability 
is doing its part in this competition.

When asked how people could become more conscientious with their plastic 
use, Brennan Zelenski, a junior accounting major, said, “People should be sure to 
recycle not only their plastic water bottles, but their everyday items such as body 
wash and shampoo containers. If  everyone were to encourage recycling,

plastic pollution would not be as much of  a problem as it is today.”
Thankfully, Rider’s Office of  Sustainability also works with local recycling 

company Terracycle. The Terracycle Beauty Brigade was implemented to take 
students’ empty beauty and shower products so they could be recycled and 
transformed into entirely new products, creating zero waste in the process.

While plastic pollution is a problem that affects all of  the earth, there are so 
many organizations doing their parts to reduce plastic waste. All it takes is a bit of  
effort and care from everyone to preserve this beautiful planet that we call home 
and save it for many generations to come.

Dean Riddle 
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep
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“ IF Beale Street Could Talk,” it would tell a story of  
ageless love, excruciating pain and the numbing 
reality of  black Americans. The film personified 
the concrete streets of  Harlem in the early 1970s, 

bringing to life the urban city streets with vibrant hues 
and dramatic cinematography. 

On the surface, Harlem’s heritage consists of  
the heartbeat of  lively jazz, bonafide soul food and 
the timeless black history it designed. The artistic 
eruption of  the Harlem Renaissance, also known as 
“The New Negro Movement” in the 1920s, became 
the foundation and pioneer of  the intellectual and 
social rebirth of  the black American. 

The film closely followed the renowned 1974 novel 
written by novelist, playwright and activist James 
Baldwin about two young lovers, Tish and Fonny, 
fighting a traumatic series of  unfortunate events while 
undergoing one of  the most marvelous experiences. 
Fonny found himself  in a regrettably common 
predicament for black males throughout that time, the 
wrongful accusation of  a crime, in this particular case, 
rape, all while Tish found out she was having Fonny’s 
child. 

Although the book and film were brought to life 
through fictitious characters, the plot is undoubtedly 
a reality. The film touches on the broader lens of  the 
brutality black Americans endured in the aftermath 
of  the civil rights movement.  

The film began with a breathtaking high angle shot 
of  the couple walking symmetrically on the pavement 
of  Harlem underneath an autumn tree with leaves 
the color of  lemons, giving away the time of  year. 
The director did an amazing job complimenting the 
rich complexion of  the actors through wardrobe, 
lighting and a setting offering a breath of  fresh air to 
cinematography. 

Throughout the film, I was in awe of  the intensity 
of  the images jumping out to the audience and the 

extreme close-ups conveying the obvious and subtle 
emotions of  the scenes. The brilliant score composed 
by Nicholas Britell completed the aura of  passion, 
sorrow and sympathy that flattered the warm imagery, 
only elevating the sentimental value of  the film.  

Director Barry Jenkins has proven himself  once 
again as a force to be reckoned with, succeeding 
his 2016 masterpiece “Moonlight,” which won the 
Academy Award for Best Picture. He reintroduced 
astounding actors such as Regina King, Stephan 
James, Brian Tyree Henry and introduced cinefiles to 
the young and coming Kiki Layne who played Tish 
Rivers. Layne’s emotional performance of  a 19-year-
old soon-to-be mother dealing with the burden of  a 
lost lover and the baby she carried beneath her heart 
makes it difficult for the viewer not to embrace her 
character. 

Throughout the film, we listen to Layne’s character 
walk us through her love, life and loss, soothing us 
with the words of  her sad love song and allowing 
the audience to relate. Fonny, played by Stephan 
James, tells the unwritten and unseen truth of  what 
can happen when someone is suppressed from 
their astronomical talents and brilliance because of  
the body they were born in. Fonny personified the 
injustice that is engraved into the history of  black 
people and his emotional journey was a difficult pill to 
swallow. 

“If  Beale Street Could Talk” only played in select 
theaters, so when I found out the Princeton Garden 
Theatre was having a showing, I refused to miss 
my opportunity. I was accompanied by nothing but 
high expectations, which were exceeded that Sunday 
afternoon. The audience and I froze in reaction to big 
scenes with small movements of  the hands or widened 
eyes that did not blink, waiting to see what would 
happen next. As the ending credits began to roll, the 
audience was still, as if  expecting the unexpected.  

I was left with a quote said by Baldwin in the 
trailer of  the film, “When I was growing up, I was 
trying to make a connection between the life I saw 
and the life I lived. There are days when you wonder 
what your role is in this country and what your future 
is in it…I’ll tell you a story, if  I may.”

                                                       
  Qur'an Hansford 

                                                          journalism major
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Sports
W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs sweep MAAC homestand
By Stephen Neukam

A PROGRAM-BEST conference season continued for the women’s basketball team as 
Rider swept a three-game homestand, defeating Monmouth, 65-50, on Feb. 7, 
Marist, 70-64, on Feb. 9 and Iona, 75-64, on Feb. 12.

In the match against Monmouth, the Broncs led throughout. The 
offensive production was shared among the Rider roster as four players scored in 
double figures. Junior guard Stella Johnson finished with 24 points, senior guard 
Lexi Posset scored 19 and junior guard Amari Johnson and junior forward Lea 
Favre posted 11 points each.

The win against Monmouth came after the Broncs lost two of  their last three 
contests. The tough stretch had Rider on the verge of  slipping to third place in the 
MAAC but the win helped fasten their grip on the second spot behind Quinnipiac. 

The team riding the Broncs heel in the MAAC standings was Marist, which 
entered the game against Rider with an 8-4 conference record. 

A close contest saw Rider with the halftime lead and a one-point advantage 
going into the final quarter. Marist tied the game at 64 with under a minute 
remaining but the Bronc offense went ahead with a Favre layup off  a Stella Johnson 
assist. The game was sealed when Stella Johnson stole a pass on the ensuing Marist 
possession. The execution in the final minutes was key for the Rider win.

“[I liked] our composure at the end,” said Head Coach Lynn Milligan. “We got 
some big stops. I thought we executed very well in the fourth quarter and I thought 
that was the difference for us.”

Four Broncs scored in double digits yet again in the Marist game, as Stella 
Johnson finished with 23 points, Posset and Favre scored 16 and sophomore guard 
Daija Moses provided a spark off  the bench with 11 points. Both Stella Johnson and 
Posset played all 40 minutes of  the contest.

Along with her scoring output, Posset dished out five assists, grabbed four 
rebounds and recorded two steals. Milligan believed this may have been the senior’s 
best performance yet.

“[Poss] is the number one key to our success,” said Milligan. “I’ve been riding 
her hard for four years because I know what she is capable of. She was not going to 
allow us to lose this game today.”

The Marist victory brought Stella Johnson’s point per game average to 21.6 in 
conference play. Rider is 5-1 when she scores more than 20 points this season. She 
was named MAAC Player of  the Week for the sixth time this season on Feb. 11.

“Stella continues to do what her team needs to win,” said Milligan. “This week, 
once again, she showed her all-around game on both ends of  the floor. Stella 
continues to put in the work necessary for her team’s success.”

The Broncs next opponent, Iona, entered the game with a conference record 
of  0-12 and an overall record of  1-22. Over the past two seasons, the Gaels have 
amassed an overall record of  3-50.

The first half  of  action against the Gaels was largely controlled by the Broncs. 
Rider took a 10 point lead after the first quarter and extended it to 11 by halftime.

Iona continued to fight in the second and cut the Rider lead to just five halfway 
through the fourth quarter. Despite the Iona effort, Rider prevailed 75-64.

Amari Johnson posted a double-double with 19 points and 17 rebounds.
“I thought we struggled a little bit tonight,” said Milligan. “When we needed to 

come together and needed to make some plays at both ends of  the floor we were 
able to do that.”

The win brought the Broncs conference record to 10-2 and tightened the team’s 
grip on second place in the MAAC.

Rider will travel to St. Peter’s on Feb. 15 at 7 p.m.

Junior guard Stella Johnson was named MAAC Player of the Week for the sixth time this season on Feb. 11.
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“For the first two days I had to starve myself  
because I didn’t like the food,” said Ogemuno-
Johnson. “When it got bad, I was like ‘You know what, 
I am just going to eat something.’ I love breakfast so I 
ate oatmeal because I was used to breakfast [foods].”

After his initial happiness to be in the U.S., 
Ogemuno-Johnson struggled with the adjustment to a 
new culture, weather and environment.

“It was bad,” said Ogemuno-Johnson. “I didn’t 
have no one [sic] I could turn to. I was a loner. I had 
to call back home, sometimes I would cry because it 
was overwhelming.”

If  all of  that wasn’t bad enough for Ogemuno-
Johnson, the man who was supposed to be his mentor 
when he arrived in Florida to attend school, Jeff  
Coverdale, was fired a week before he landed in the 
U.S.

The school, Florida Air Academy, allowed him to 
stay there because he was already a month behind 
and had no one else to turn to. But once the school 
cut scholarships for athletes after it transitioned 
from a military academy to a preparatory school the 
following year, he had to leave.

Ogemuno-Johnson was introduced to Jeff  
Coverdale’s brother, Dwayne Coverdale, while he 
attended Florida Air Academy and played with the 
Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) team, Nike South 
Beach. Dwayne Coverdale also partnered with an 
AAU team in Philadelphia, We R1, and it was decided 
that Ogemuno-Johnson would transition to We R1 
and move closer to Philadelphia so he was near 
Dwayne Coverdale.

After he made the move, Ogemuno-Johnson spent 
his sophomore year at a preparatory school, Putnam 
Science Academy in Putnam, Connecticut before he 
transferred to Monsignor Bonner and Archbishop 
Prendergast Catholic High School in Drexel Hill, 
Pennsylvania.

At Putnam Science Academy, Ogemuno-Johnson 

met a future Rider teammate, junior center Tyere 
Marshall, while they played together for one season. 

During his senior year at Monsignor Bonner 
and Archbishop Prendergast Catholic High School, 
Ogemuno-Johnson made it onto ESPN’s SportsCenter 
Top 10 as the No. 2 play with a game-winning dunk 
against St. Joseph’s Preparatory School.

“It was amazing,” said Ogemuno-Johnson. 
“Somebody texted me and told me to turn on my 
television. It was crazy, I was running upstairs and 
downstairs. After that, everyone knew who I was and 
teams already knew to box me out.”

When it came time to decide where he would 
play collegiate basketball, Ogemuno-Johnson had a 
number of  choices. According to VerbalCommits.
com, Ogemuno-Johnson received offers from 13 
schools including Delaware, Drexel, La Salle and 
Monmouth.

Head Coach Kevin Baggett relied on his 
relationship with Jack Concannon, the former 
head coach at Monsignor Bonner and Archbishop 
Prendergast Catholic High School and Baggett’s 
teammate at St. Joseph’s University, to convince 
Ogemuno-Johnson that Rider was the right choice for 
him.

In his freshman season, Baggett expected 
Ogemuno-Johnson’s role to be the backup center to 
his Putnam Science Academy teammate Marshall, but 
felt he had a bright future as a Bronc.

“To me, he will eventually evolve into more of  a 
[power forward] for us,” said Baggett. “He has such a 
huge upside. He is getting better every day.”

Ogemuno-Johnson made his first collegiate 
start in place of  Marshall on Dec. 12 in an 81-71 
victory over Norfolk State. He posted career-highs in 
points, rebounds and blocks with 10, seven and four, 
respectively. 

Off  the court, Ogemuno-Johnson, a business major 
with an art minor, liked to draw and paint in his free 
time. He started to draw as a child in Nigeria when his 

Sunday school teacher needed a volunteer.
“I had difficulties with basketball and coping 

with school, so I used art as my getaway to really 
focus, think and create something I love,” said 
Ogemuno-Johnson.

Ogemuno-Johnson’s biggest influences on his 
style of  play are a pair of  centers who also hail 
from Africa. Hakeem Olajuwon, who was also born 
in Nigeria, and Philadelphia 76ers superstar Joel 
Embiid, born in Cameroon, provided inspiration for 
Ogemuno-Johnson.

While in Nigeria, Ogemuno-Johnson watched 
YouTube highlights of  Olajuwon in an effort to 
perfect his post skills and videos of  Washington 
Wizards center Dwight Howard to become a defensive 
presence at the rim.

As for his goals on the court in his first season as a 
Bronc, Ogemuno-Johnson wanted to be an energy guy 
for his team and be a leader. He said that even as a 
freshman, he could lead through his work ethic.

Although he hadn’t returned home since he left 
Nigeria, Ogemuno-Johnson’s heritage is extremely 
important to him. When he first came to the U.S., his 
peers couldn’t pronounce his last name, Ogemuno, 
so he decided to go by Johnson, his father’s English 
name.

According to Ogemuno-Johnson, his last name 
means “My generation have come to stay” and when 
it was pronounced wrong, the meaning was taken 
away. Prior to the start of  his collegiate freshman 
season, Ogemuno-Johnson decided he needed to go 
back to his original name.

“After my senior year of  high school, I decided it’s 
time,” said Ogemuno-Johnson. “I don’t care if  anyone 
knows how to pronounce it, they’re going to learn.”

With the dedication he displayed to battle through 
every obstacle in his path over the last five years, 
someday soon people will learn his name. And maybe, 
one day, a child in Nigeria will watch his highlights on 
YouTube and be inspired to pick up a basketball.

Ogemuno-Johnson’s journey from Nigeria to Rider
CONT’D FROM PAGE 12
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M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Rider reeling after five-game skid
By Rob Rose

DESPITE a 5-0 start to conference play, the men’s 
basketball team went 0-5 in its last five contests 
and fell from No. 1 in the MAAC standings to 
the fifth spot after a five-game losing streak. 

Rider lost to Canisius on Feb. 8, 81-80, and 
Siena, 59-57, before it lost a crucial road game at 
Quinnipiac, 98-88, on Feb. 12, The five losses were by 
a combined 24 points.

“This defines people, when you’re struggling, 
because you’re going to let it take you down or you’re 
going to stand up to it and keep fighting. And we’re 
going to keep fighting,” said junior center Tyere 
Marshall.

Up by four with 1:01 left on the clock, Jordan 
caught a pass in front of  the Rider bench and drained 
a three-pointer to put Rider ahead by seven, but 
Quinnipiac didn’t go down without a fight. 

The Bobcats hit a trio of  three-pointers in the 
final 45 seconds of  the game and after Vaughn 
missed a free throw up three with nine seconds left, 
Quinnipiacs’s Jacob Rigoni drew a foul while he 
attempted a three-pointer and had a chance to tie the 
game with 1.5 seconds left.

Rigoni hit all three foul shots and sent the game to 
overtime tied, 81-81. 

Quinnipiac rode the momentum from its unlikely 
comeback and scored the first 10 points of  overtime 
and controlled the entire period. 

Following a pair of  disappointing road losses, 
Rider returned home to face Canisius in a nationally 
televised battle on ESPNU on Feb.8. The Alumni 
Gym crowd was raucous throughout the game, but the 
Broncs failed to take advantage.  

After it scored 10 points in the first 10 minutes of  
the game and trailed by as many as 13 points, Rider 
went 8-for-9 from the field to cut Canisius’ lead to two 
at the break. 

In the second half, sophomore forward Frederick 

Scott scored 12 of  his 14 points as the Broncs took 
its first lead shortly after halftime. The teams traded 
baskets in a back-and-forth contest.

Sophomore forward Dimencio Vaughn, a 70 
percent free-throw shooter, stepped to the foul line 
with 20 seconds left and Rider up, 80-78. Two made 
free throws would have given the Broncs a two-
possession lead, but Vaughn missed both and Canisius’ 
Jonathan Sanks drilled the game-winning three-
pointer on the following possession. 

Free-throw shooting had been an issue all 
season for the Broncs, who ranked No. 343 of  351 
Division I teams in free-throw percentage.

 “I don’t know what to do for them,” said Head 
Coach Kevin Baggett. “I have no idea. Just go up 
with confidence and make [free throws.] That’s all 
I know from when I played. Just go up and make 
them.”

Coming off  three-straight losses and its first 
home loss in 18 games, Rider took on Siena. In the 
Preseason MAAC poll, Rider was selected as the 
No. 1 team while Siena was voted to finish last, but 
the Feb. 10 matchup showed why the games aren’t 
played on paper. 

The Broncs got off  to another slow start, but 
were able to trim the deficit to 33-32 at halftime 
after junior center Tyere Marshall scored eight 
points in the final three minutes of  the first half. 

After Siena took a five-point lead with eight 
minutes left, Rider stormed back and tied the game 
on a run fueled by a behind-the-back layup by Vaughn 
which got the Alumni Gym crowd on its feet. 

With two minutes left, after a missed three-pointer 
by junior guard Ahmad Gilbert, Scott was called for a 
foul as he dove for a loose ball and sent Siena’s Manny 
Camper to the free-throw line. 

Camper hit one foul shot and on the ensuing 
possession, Scott had the ball at the top of  the key and 
attempted to drive to the net, but missed his shot and 

a putback chance by junior guard Stevie Jordan was 
off  the mark. 

After a free throw by Siena’s Kadeem Smith, 
Jordan raced down the court with four seconds 
left and found sophomore guard Jordan Allen who 
launched a deep three-pointer that went wide and 
pushed the losing-streak to four games. 

Rider returns home to take on Monmouth on Feb. 
15 at 7 p.m. The game can be streamed on ESPN3. 

By Mike Ricchione

IT didn’t take long for senior Dean Sherry to find his 
rhythm after recovering from a knee injury during a 
1-1 weekend for the wrestling team.

Sherry, who had been sidelined since Jan. 1 
when he injury defaulted out of  the Southern Scuffle, 
returned to the mat on Feb. 2 and lost a 6-2 decision 
to Max Wohlabaugh of  Clarion.

This weekend saw Sherry, the Broncs’ lone 
returning NCAA Qualifier and Eastern Wrestling 
League (EWL) Champion at 174, get back to form.

Sherry was locked in a shootout against No. 22 
Lock Haven as he went against Jared Siegrist.

Sherry exploded for an 8-1 advantage early in 
the first period. Siegrist escaped a second time and 
recorded two takedowns of  his own to end the period, 
9-6.

In the second period, Sherry doubled his lead to six 
with a takedown, four near-fall points and a penalty 
point.

Siegrist scored three takedowns in the third but 
Sherry’s two escapes in the period were enough to 
prevent him from erasing the deficit.

Sherry made quick work of  Bloomsburg’s Gavin 
Hale as he pinned him at the 2:29 mark.

“After this weekend with the two duels, my knee is 
feeling a lot better compared to the Clarion match,” 
Sherry said. “I still have to work on some minor 
adjustments, like my conditioning, but I’m feeling like 
myself  again after this weekend.”

The Broncs traveled to Lock Haven on Feb. 8.
The Bald Eagles jumped out to an 11-0 advantage 

with decisions from Luke Werner, DJ Fehlman and a 
tech fall by Division I’s tech fall leader, Kyle Schoop, 
who was ranked No. 20 by Intermat, at 125, 133 and 
141, respectively.

Junior Evan Fidelibus put Rider on the board with 
a 6-4 decision over Brock Port at 149.

   The Broncs didn’t get much help after Fidelibus’ 
victory as only Sherry and sophomore Ethan Laird 
gained decisions. Laird won, 7-2, over Parker 
McClellan at 197.

Junior Jesse Dellavecchia, ranked No. 13 nationally 
by theopenmat.com, was involved in a ranked 
showdown against Lock Haven’s Chance Marsteller, 
who ranked No. 5, at 165. 

Marsteller recorded two takedowns to jump to a 
4-1 advantage in the first period.

The second period was quiet as a Marsteller escape 
to begin the period was the only score. 

Marsteller took an 11-5 advantage to win this 
showdown as Rider suffered its first EWL loss in 2019.

“This is a wake-up call for our guys,” Head 
Coach John Hangey said after the Lock Haven dual. 
“Whether they won or lost tonight, each one of  them 
has to improve before the conference tournament in 
March.”

Bloomsburg was a different story. 
The Huskies and Broncs traded decisions to begin 

when junior Jonathan Tropea won over Willy Girard 
at 125.

 Junior Anthony Cefolo, who entered the weekend 
with a seven-match win streak, lost both matches at 
Lock Haven and Bloomsburg, suffering decisions 
at the hands of  Fehlman and Bloomsburg’s Shawn 
Orem. 

Sophomore Travis Layton and Fidelibus picked up 
wins after the Huskies suffered back-to-back injuries 
when Aaron Coleman and Grant Bond forfeited at 
141 and 149. 

From there, the Broncs never looked back and got 
a major decision by Dellavecchia, a pin by Sherry and 
an overtime thriller by Laird.

 The first overtime period went scoreless, then 
Laird, who chose bottom, scored a reversal to put him 
up 3-1.

Murphy chose neutral to try and erase the two 
points he gave up, but his comeback attempt failed 
and Rider defeated Bloomsburg, 28-15.

“We let a few other matches get away by not 
finishing them,” said Hangey after the win against 
Bloomsburg. “We will get back to work and continue 
to prepare for Minnesota, Maryland and the 
[conference championship.]”

The Broncs have finished their EWL schedule at 
5-1 and will finish the regular season schedule with 
two Big Ten opponents. They will travel to Minnesota 
on Feb. 21 at 7 p.m. before a home contest against 
Maryland on Feb. 24 at 1 p.m.

W R E S T L I N G

Sherry shines as Broncs split EWL road trip

Junior guard Stevie Jordan reached 1,000 career points against Quinnipiac on Feb. 12.

Senior Dean Sherry picked up his first two EWL wins on Feb. 8 and Feb. 10. 
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Freshman forward Ajiroghene “Ajiri” Ogemuno-Johnson began his basketball career at age 13 in Nigeria. Ogemuno-Johnson was featured on the ESPN top 10 after a game-winning slam dunk against St. Joseph’s Preparatory School.

Inside today: The 
women’s basketball 
team swept its 
homestand. Page 10

 For the love of the game

By Rob Rose

ALTHOUGH he was featured on 
ESPN and received multiple 
Division I scholarship offers, 
freshman forward Ajiroghene 

“Ajiri” Ogemuno-Johnson’s story had 
a humble beginning nearly 5,500 miles 
away in Nigeria.

Ogemuno-Johnson’s first exposure 
to basketball came at age 13 when he 
transferred to a new middle school. 
The school eventually discontinued 
the basketball program because the 
children didn’t understand how to play 
the sport and kicked the ball around 
like they were playing soccer, Nigeria’s 
most popular sport.

But for Ogemuno-Johnson, he was 
too interested to give it up. One day, he 
returned to the court and approached 
two men that coached the children in 
basketball, while they practiced.

“I told them, ‘I want to learn,’” said 
Ogemuno-Johnson. “They told me to 
come back that evening. I came back 
and watched them [play] one-on-one, 
full-court five-on-five, running around 
and dunking. I got excited.”

The players and their coach, 
who organized their weekly games, 
taught Ogemuno-Johnson the game’s 
fundamentals and he fell in love. 
There was one issue though, his father, 
Johnson Owhotemu, thought there was 
no future in basketball and feared it 
would interfere with his academics.

“At first, he thought it was a joke,” 
said Ogemuno-Johnson. “He told me to 
stop playing and that my only goal was 

to focus on school.”
It was too late though, Ogemuno-

Johnson was already hooked. Despite 
being warned numerous times by his 
father, he continued to sneak off  to 
the courts and return past his curfew. 
After multiple conversations about 
how school was more important than 
basketball, his father found a new way 
to communicate his disdain for the 
sport.

“Every night, I would come back 
home and he would lock the door,” 
said Ogemuno-Johnson. “I would stay 
outside for a couple hours and then he 
would talk to me about the importance 
of  education. I would listen to him, but 
the next day, I would go back to playing 
basketball.”

In his youth, Owhotemu had to 
provide for his younger siblings and put 
them through school after his mother 
died, which taught him the importance 
of  an education at a young age. He also 
showed Ogemuno-Johnson the statistics 
of  how only a small percentage of  
athletes become professionals from 
Nigeria and that an education would 
take him further than basketball.

“I understood where he was coming 
from, but still, there was just something 
about basketball that really got me 
attached to it,” said Ogemuno-Johnson. 
“There was just something about 
basketball, I couldn’t let go.”

When Owhotemu realized that 
being locked out of  the house wasn’t 
enough of  a deterrent, he refused to 
pay Ogemuno-Johnson’s tuition.

“I was kicked out of  school,” said 
Ogemuno-Johnson. “He told me if  
basketball is more important than my 
education, then he was not going to pay 
my tuition. I thought he was bluffing, 
but he did not pay my tuition.”

This time, Owhotemu’s tactics 
appeared to finally work. Ogemuno-
Johnson told his parents he would give 
up basketball, but they underestimated 
how driven he was to play the sport. 
Once Owhotemu paid the tuition, 
Ogemuno-Johnson was back on the 
court the next day.

Throughout the entire process, 
Ogemuno-Johnson’s mother, Beatrice 
Owhotemu, was always there for him. 

“My mom was the one who was 
always supportive,” said Ogemuno-
Johnson. “She was the one who gave 
me money for my basketball and my 
shoes even though my dad said no.”

As he entered his freshman 
year of  high school, Ogemuno-
Johnson attended a camp hosted by 
AccessToSuccess, a Christian-based 
athletic and educational organization 
for Nigerian children. From there, 
Ogemuno-Johnson was invited to an 
Under-16 national tournament where 
he was approached about a potential 
move to the U.S. to pursue a basketball 
career.

However, Ogemuno-Johnson 
already knew his parents would dismiss 
the idea. A representative from the 
organization told him they would 
handle his parents, but that process 
was much more difficult than the 

organization ever anticipated.
“They thought it was human 

trafficking,” said Ogemuno-Johnson. 
“My dad was like, ‘No,’ off  the bat.”

No one in his family had ever seen 
Ogemuno-Johnson play basketball 
before and couldn’t fathom why he was 
given the opportunity.

After Ogemuno-Johnson consulted 
with his older brother, Felix Ogemuno, 
who had the ability to influence his 
father, the family was able to convince 
Johnson Owhotemu to allow him to 
accept the offer and play in the U.S 
after a lawyer reviewed the papers to 
make sure they were official.

Johnson Owhotemu was on board 
with the idea until it was time for 
Ogemuno-Johnson to get on his plane 
bound for the U.S, after a six-hour 
drive to the airport.

“He was like, ‘You know what, let’s 
forget about this, let’s go back home,’” 
said Ogemuno-Johnson. “It was so 
funny because we paid the flight ticket 
and all that [already.] I was like, we’re 
already here, we already made the 
journey all the way here. [Ogemuno-
Johnson’s uncle] said, ‘Let him go, 
maybe it’s God’s plan.’”

Despite no exposure to basketball 
for the first 13 years of  his life, being 
locked out of  his house and kicked out 
of  school, Ogemuno-Johnson’s love for 
basketball would not be denied. 

As he began the next chapter of  his 
life, Ogemuno-
Johnson endured 
more struggles. 

➠ SEE OGEMUNO
PAGE 10
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