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PROFESSOR’S LAST RIDER GALLERY
Fine arts professor Harry I. Naar displays his works 
in Rider’s art gallery for the final time. page 6

THE DANGERS OF JOURNALISM
After the death of  a columnist, conversations of  the 
dangers of  journalism increase. page 8

BACK ON TOP
The men’s soccer team are the MAAC champions 
for the third time in four years. page 12
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About 12,000 American flags were placed on the campus mall to honor soldiers leading up to Veterans Day.  

Rider honors veterans, 100 
years since WWI celebrated 
By Theresa Evans 

TO mark the 100 years since the armistice was signed ending World War 
I, a week-long celebration honored veterans at Rider leading up to 
Veterans Day on Nov. 11. 

 When Rider was founded in 1865, its first class had a majority 
of  Civil War veterans, according to Thomas Reddington, coordinator of  
veteran affairs.

“Rider has a long history of  supporting veterans and the military,” he 
said. “Memorial Hall was built with post World War II GI Bill funds. It is 
good to see Rider continuing this tradition with the programs and support it 
offers veterans.” 

 According to Reddington, Rider knows of  48 student veterans as well as 
20 veterans among the faculty and staff. 

 “I say that this is how many we know about because most veterans are 
humble and do not come forward,” he said. 

 Veteran students appreciate the efforts the Rider community makes to 
honor veterans and feel they receive support on campus. 

 “When I get the honor to put on my uniform, so many people come 
up to me and show their support,” said Taylor Stalnaker, a cadet with 
the Princeton’s Army ROTC program. “It means the world to me to be 
recognized.” 

 The week-long agenda started off  on Nov. 1 when historian Erik Burro 
hung a series of  black and white photographs of  over two dozen World War 
I monuments in New Jersey in Daly Dining Hall. 

 During Rider’s Family Weekend, families were invited to begin outlining 
the Rider “R” with small American flags on the campus mall. The Rider 
community was encouraged to add flags until Nov. 7. 

 According to Reddington, about 12,000 flags were planted on campus. 
 “We had 169 people sign in to plant flags,” said 

Reddington. “Families all gathered together, told 
stories and laughed and cried while placing flags. It ➠ SEE VETERANS
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 By Stephen Neukam

CONGRESSMAN Jeff  Van Drew visited Rider on 
Nov. 12 for his first public appearance since his 
midterm victory in New Jersey’s second district to 
discuss his agenda heading into Washington in an 

event hosted by the Rebovich Institute of  New Jersey 
Politics.

Van Drew lamented that both Democrats and 
Republicans must be willing to compromise in a call 
for bipartisanship. The newly-elected congressman 
made it clear that he would take this principle to 
his new job by expressing support for a number of  
policies that President Donald Trump has enforced.

“It is more important to come up with a real 
answer and try to work together whenever we can,” 
said Van Drew. “[We need to] stop beating each other 
up all of  the time.”

Van Drew, a Democrat, won the district with 
just over 52 percent of  the vote. The district, which 
had long been held by a Republican, was another 
Democratic victory in the House in the midterms.

The Democrats picked up 32 seats in the House in 
the midterm election. A number of  races were still yet 
to be called, according to projections.

Van Drew, a dentist by profession, was a veteran 
of  the state Senate. His campaign struck a moderate 
tone, advocating for “comprehensive [immigration] 
reform” that was predicated on “strengthening border 
security,” per Van Drew’s campaign website.

“On the immigration issue, let’s just show some 
leadership,” said Van Drew. “There is an answer to 
this.”

The congressman-elect’s campaign also 
championed tax cuts for the middle class and 
improving upon the Affordable Care Act to lower 
health care prices for New Jersey families.

His opponent, Republican Seth Grossman, ran 
a campaign marred with controversy. Following a 
report that Grossman regarded diversity as “a bunch 
of  crap and un-American,” the National Republican 
Congressional Committee withdrew its endorsement 
of  the candidate in July.

One of  the most immediate issues that Van Drew 
will face when arriving in Washington is to help select 
the Democratic leadership of  the House. Van Drew 
had made it clear during his campaign that he would 
not support Nancy Pelosi for Speaker of  the House, a 
title she held during President Barack Obama’s first 
term.

“Mrs. Pelosi has done a good job with a lot of  
things. She is extremely bright,” said Van Drew. “As 
I spoke to Democrats that were more progressive and 
Democrats that were more conservative, both groups 
said ‘we just need a different face’.”

Van Drew also reflected on his political past and 
offices he has held at the local and state level.

The moderate message portrayed by Van Drew 
was interesting to some in attendance, given the 

polarization of  American politics.
“I thought it was a really interesting event,” said 

freshman political science major Matthew Schantin. 
“It was definitely interesting to hear from a moderate 
Democrat on how the party goes forward especially 
after the midterm elections.”

Van Drew and other newly elected congress people 
are headed to Washington on Nov. 13 to participate in 
the congressional orientation.

Congressman stops at Rider before trip to Washington
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Congressman Jeff Van Drew discussed his plans for Washington 
on Nov. 12 as he makes his way there for the congressional 
orientation. 
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IN a Letter to the Editor titled “Poor university due-diligence puts Westminster at 
risk,” the pennystock price of  Kaiwen Education should have read $1.22, rather 
than “$.22.” was a great experience for all involved.”

 Rider athletics and club sports honored veterans as well.
 “The Men’s Basketball Team hosted Military Appreciation Night, as the Rider 

Color Guard presented Colors for the National Anthem,” said Reddington. “And 
the Rider Hockey Club held a Rider Ice military Night during their game versus 
Navy.”

 To celebrate the “centennial of  the WWI armistice,” the community placed “a 
large outline of  the number 100” on the campus mall and filled it with photographs 
of  the Rider community, according to Reddington. 

 Nov. 8 was packed with events to honor veterans. The Armed Forces Heritage 
Museum parked outside of  Moore Library for the entirety of  the day, exhibiting the 
military history of  New Jersey. 

 Richard Moyer ’74, a United States air force veteran and alumni board of  
directors member, spoke at the Veterans Day Ceremony, which was followed by a 
tribute to fallen veterans where Gold Star families laid a wreath. 

 A Veterans Luncheon was held after the ceremony where the Veterans Voices 
program encouraged attendees to share stories and experiences about the veterans 
in their lives. 

Burro later discussed the stories behind his photo series during A Legacy of  
Remembrance: Photographs by Erik L. Burro. 

“Military life and experience is so unique,” said Reddington. “It can be a brutal 
and life-changing event. Often times, veterans have a tough time integrating back 
into civilian life. They are surrounded by people who have no idea what the veteran 
went through. It is comforting to know when our government, our businesses, 
our schools and our community really care enough to honor the sacrifices of  the 
veterans by doing real things to support veterans.” 

Reddington, along with other members of  the veteran affairs department and 
fellow veterans, influenced Eric Weinstein, a senior filmmaking, TV and radio 
major, to attend Rider. 

 “When I first joined the military, I was very proud of  what I had accomplished,” 
said Weinstein. “But, after a while of  actually being in the military, it kind of  faded 
a little and I became ashamed of  some of  the things I had done. It’s because of  
people like Russel Melville [a veteran and 2011 graduate] and Reddington that I’m 
proud again of  what I have accomplished.”

 One way Reddington enforces that pride is through celebrating Veterans Day.  
 “Veterans Day is a special day to honor the men and women who have served 

our country,” said Reddington. “It is important to recognize that real people—the 
people beside you in class, working in that administration office or teaching the class 
made sacrifices to protect our country. It is also important to take the time to realize 
that these veterans have families and friends who were impacted by their service and 
sacrifice also. It is important to say thank you.”

Graffiti grapples
No bathroom is safe. On Nov. 7 at 11:34 a.m., Public Safety was called to Moore 

Library for the report of an act of vandalism. After arriving, officers were directed to 
the women’s bathroom on the third floor where three stall doors had been covered 
in graffiti. Public Safety contacted facilities to remove the writing. There is currently 
no dollar amount for the damage. 

Towel mishap
Not the kind of relief she was looking for. On Nov. 7 at 8:05 p.m., Public Safety 

was called to Moore Hall because a microwave was smoking. After arriving, officers 
met with a female student who said she attempted to heat up a towel in the 
microwave to use as a compress when it started smoking. Public Safety cleared the 
area, opened the windows to vent the room and reset the fire alarm. There was no 
damage to the microwave and the student was not injured.

Hard drive malfunction
That’s one way to get your work done. On Nov. 9 at 5:32 p.m., Public Safety was 

called to Sweigart Hall for the report of a theft. After arriving, officers were directed 
to a computer room by a member of the OIT Department who said a hard drive 
had been stolen from one of the computers. Public Safety is still investigating the 
situation and there are currently no known suspects. 

— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim Flatley

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  L A U R E N  L A V E L L E
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Veterans honored 

Dell’Omo reelected for second term  
By Lauren Lavelle

AS a result of  an unanimous decision from Rider’s 
Board of  Trustees on Nov. 9, President Gregory 
Dell’Omo will return for a second term through 
July 31, 2022. 

Chairman of  the Board of  Trustees Robert 
Schimek announced the decision in a campus-wide 
email detailing Dell’Omo’s various accomplishments 
since taking on the role of  president in August 2015. 

“In addition to his unwavering resolve to transform 
Rider into a fiscally strong institution committed to 
its mission of  student growth, transformation and 
leadership, the trustees are confident in President 
Dell’Omo’s future vision and plan to ensure the 
successful growth and development of  Rider 
University,” Schimek said in the statement. “I am 
certain his leadership will continue to propel our 
university forward.”

The statement also highlighted Dell’Omo’s work 
with the university’s new strategic plan and his efforts 
to create “the most ambitious capital campaign in 
university history,” according to Schimek. 

Kristine Brown, associate vice president for 
university marketing and communications, said the 
Board of  Trustees completed a thorough evaluation 
before deciding to grant Dell’Omo a second term.

“The board of  trustees completed a thorough 
evaluation of  President Dell’Omo’s performance, 
taking into account the many achievements he has 
realized since his arrival at Rider in 2015,” Brown 
said. “The trustees wholeheartedly believe President 
Dell’Omo has been an exceptional leader of  our 
institution over the past three years, and collectively, 
they are extremely pleased he will continue to lead our 
university.” 

Micheal Brogan, a political science professor 

and AAUP president, expressed his concerns about 
Dell’Omo’s second term as president and deemed him 
unfit for the position. 

“Based on actual outcome data, most indicators 
point in the opposite direction of  Chairman Schimek’s 
claims as to why he and the board of  trustees 
‘unanimously’ extended Dell’Omo’s contract,” 
Brogan said. “The U.S. News and World Report has 
downgraded Rider’s ranking every year Dell’Omo 
has been president, faculty and staff  morale was at all 
time lows during his tenure and Dell’Omo is currently 
being sued by [Westminster Choir College] students, 
alumni, former board of  trustee members and donors 
over the illegitimate sale of  Westminster Choir 
College.”

Brogan hopes the board of  trustees will reassess its 
decision in the near future. 

“I hope the board of  trustees reconsiders its 
position and takes a long hard look at Dell’Omo’s 
track record at Rider,” he said. “This is not ‘A’ level 
work.”

Associate Professor of  Voice Thomas Faracco was 
also taken back by the statement when it was released. 

“I think the timing of  this announcement is very 
odd,” said Faracco. “It seems like a ploy to counter all 
of  the negative publicity his presidency has caused for 
the university.”

Overall though, Faracco said the decision lays in 
the hands of  the board of  trustees. 

“The board of  trustees is responsible for hiring the 
president and if  they are pleased with his work, it’s 
certainly makes sense to renew him for another term, 
whatever that term may be,” he said. 

President Gregory Dell’Omo was unanimously reelected for 
second term by the Board of Trustees on Nov. 9. He will serve as 
president through July 31, 2022. 

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f K

ri
st

in
e 

Br
ow

n



Nov. 14, 2018    The Rider News 3

By Theresa Evans 

FACULTY and staff  at Westminster Choir College (WCC) received letters from 
Constance Fee, president of  the Westminster Foundation, and Larry Livingston, 
interim president of  Westminster Choir College Acquisition Corporation 
(WCCAC), who are on opposing sides of  the WCC litigations, on Nov. 8. 

Both parties addressed the possibility of  the Kaiwen Education sale not being 
finalized by the intended date of  July 1 and their plans regarding the potential 
circumstance.  

“As a result of  the opponents’ tactics, Westminster Choir College Acquisition 
Corp (WCCAC) has decided to delay issuing the planned conditional employment 
offer letters,” wrote Livingston. “I realize this delay is a cause for concern among the 
Westminster community. You, and many others, are working hard to provide high-
quality instruction and service to the College’s most important asset— its students.” 

Fee’s letter considered the possibility that the sale of  WCC could fail and 
anticipated that President Gregory Dell’Omo would execute a teach-out in response 
to that potential outcome. She further stated that the Westminster Foundation would 
call for an injunction if  faced with that situation. 

“Our legal counsel has reviewed this matter in depth and has concluded that 
Rider cannot implement such a plan because the University is legally obligated to 
continue operating Westminster Choir College under both New Jersey charities 
law and the 1991 Merger Agreement,” Fee wrote. “We expect the courts to 
enforce this obligation so that Westminster will continue operating as part of  
Rider or independently until managerial or appropriate institutional affiliation 
arrangements have been made in a new process that solicits meaningful input from 
all stakeholders.”

Livingston further stated that even though the WCC sale is ongoing, WCCAC 
plans to be proactive.

“First, let me say that WCCAC is 100 percent committed to completing the 
transfer from Rider University as soon as is practically possible,” he wrote. “Lawsuits 
and other allegations are, to be sure, a distraction that requires our time and 
resources to counter. However, we remain focused on bringing the transaction to a 
successful close.”

Livingston mentioned that as the sale remains pending, Kaiwen Education has 
begun to support WCC financially, including a recent trip to Beijing. 

Kristine Brown, associate vice president for university marketing and 
communications, said, “WCCAC envisions a real and substantive future for 
Westminster Choir College with a future as fulfilling and meaningful as its past. That 
is what the university is working toward, and we are confident in the process that is 
being undertaken to chart this new course for WCC.”

Fee claimed that Rider cannot remove WCC or terminate WCC faculty because 
the university would not meet the AAUP contract requirements. 

Jeffrey Halpern, AAUP contract administrator, said, “We do not believe the 
university has met its burden that is required for them to be able to to write off  
faculty in the closed programs.”

Halpern said that the AAUP will reassess the potential WCC layoffs and that they 
“will succeed in that arbitration.”

Brown said that Rider and WCCAC intend to work together to ensure an 
effective transition and that they will not be hindered by those in disagreement. 

“Though the AAUP is separate from the Westminster Foundation, we strongly 
support their mission and actions towards saving WCC,” said Michael Brogan, 
president of  Rider’s AAUP chapter. “The Rider and WCCAC administrations 
have tried to downplay the lawsuits and other legal actions against the illegitimate 
sale of  WCC to Kaiwen Education, a newly formed education conglomerate, as a 
‘distraction.’ 

This type of  language is not only offensive but underestimates the commitment of  
all involved to save this world class institution. What is amazing is the tone deafness 
of  both administrations dismissal of  the collective concerns of  students, alumni, 
donors, faculty and families connected to WCC and Rider University in order to try 
and earn a quick profit over this cultural gem.”
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Opposing letters talk WCC’s future 

The fate of WCC remains pending, but all sides of the litigations claim to have plans for the institution. 
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Rider implements media access policy 
By Theresa Evans

A  NEW Media Access Policy was implemented immediately after Jonathan Millen, 
dean of  the college of  liberal arts and sciences (CLAS), announced the policy 
in a campus-wide email on Nov. 8. 

The policy was created by a committee composed of  administrators, 
faculty from the department of  communication and journalism and students 
involved with campus media. 

President Gregory Dell’Omo directed Millen to form the committee and draft 
the policy.     

“Working through the summer and into the fall semester, the committee 
researched policies that have been enacted on other college campuses, reviewed 
professional guidelines and assessed the immediate needs of  the Rider campus 
community,” Millen wrote. “Beginning with a presumption of  openness, the 
challenge was to balance the expectations of  the media with the right to privacy by 
various stakeholders in a variety of  different circumstances and scenarios.”

According to Pamela Brown, director of  the master of  arts in business 
communication program, within the last year there were “disturbing incidents” 
where campus media was denied access to campus meetings and events. The policy 
was created to clarify what events campus media has access to. 

“The membership mix of  the committee—representatives of  the journalism 
faculty, student media, University Communications, the CLAS dean’s office, student 
affairs and legal affairs—was ideal for addressing the issues while considering the 
interests of  all relevant groups,” said Brown. “Our discussions especially were 
enlightened by the input of  the student members who will be affected regularly by 
the policy as they endeavor to provide the campus with thorough news coverage. Of  
course, the policy also addresses access by external news media.”

The policy indicated that even though Rider was a private institution, the 

university was open to the public and the media. 
It was stated in the policy that “The university’s starting position toward media 

is a presumption of  openness. External media access, however, may be managed 
to protect the learning environment and members of  the university community’s 
reasonable expectations of  privacy on a residential campus.”

Shanna O’Mara, a former journalism major and managing editor for the Rider 
News, believed that the policy is necessary for student media. 

“Student journalists are in an unusual position because they are not third-
party reporters who have no personal stake in the matters being investigated or 
discussed,” she said. “They are also not blindly loyal members of  the university 
community.”

O’Mara was denied access to meetings and events during her time at Rider. 
“We are taught to be fair but critical, curious but respectful,” said O’Mara. “I 

was turned away from some Rider meetings and events because I was representing 
a media group, but I was also a student who cared about the issues at hand like the 
fate of  Westminster Choir College. It was uncomfortable to be told to sit in the hall 
while my classmates were welcomed into a forum or to be told my presence made 
parents, students or administration feel threatened because of  what I may write in 
that week’s paper. 

I was shut out and silenced to prevent them from being shut out and silenced. 
It made no sense, and the rules seemed to change every time the Rider News 
or another media group challenged them. I hope this new policy provides the 
consistency and clarity we’ve needed for quite some time, especially recently as the 
university undergoes some major changes.” 

The policy promised student media the same freedoms granted to external media 
with limitations only during private events, emergencies and circumstances where 
there is an expectation of  privacy. 

By Jennifer Boyer

JARON Lanier, a technology writer and author, urged 
Rider students and faculty to completely remove 
all social media for six months, calling it an addic-
tion that promotes and reinforces negative emo-

tions while also preventing people from perceiving and 
addressing real problems in society, during the Business 
of  Media Lecture on Nov. 13. 

Lanier focused on his recent book, “Social 
Media: Addiction, Deceit and Manipulation,” while 
emphasizing the toxic role social media plays in 
society.  

He began his career as a scientist, technologist and 
extrapreneur and had his first virtual reality start up in 
the 80s. He later became a Harvard Goldsmith Book 
Prize winner in 2014 for his second book, “Who Owns 
the Future?”

“I just felt so strongly that we were making a 
massive mistake in how we were bringing technology 
into the world,” said Lanier.

Rider students and faculty prepared for Lanier’s 
lecture through a group discussion that took place in 
the Bart Luedeke Center on Nov. 6. 

Stephanie Holland, a junior communication 
studies major, found the discussion helpful and said it 
prepared her for Lanier’s lecture. 

“[I got] a sense of  how social media takes over [our 
lives,]” she said. 

Lanier challenged the audience to consider the 
reality of  social media. 

“We’re in an astonishing time where, essentially, 
we have gotten ourselves totally lost in mind games 
where we are unable to perceive real problems [like 
climate change and its connection to current wildfires 
in California,]” Lanier said. “If  we can’t perceive that 
because we are so lost in nonsense, we will destroy 
ourselves.” 

Lanier is known for creating the term “Virtual 
Reality” that is commonly known today. 

“When I was a teenager I got fascinated with this 
idea of  creating simulated worlds that people could 
share and co create,” he said. “I came up with this 
term virtual reality for it and had a start up.”

Lanier expressed that social media controls the way 
people feel when using platforms such as Facebook. 

“You do not have the ability to understand what 
is being done to you,” he said. “This technology is 
deliberately addictive.

He compared this addiction to the 

commercialization of  cigarette usage.
“You cannot see the downside of  an addiction 

while you’re addicted,” he said. “Get a small amount 
of  people to quit in order to have the conversation 
[such as smoking and drunk driving.]” 

Lanier offered strategies to lower social media 
addiction to the audience. 

“The main practical reason to delete your 
accounts is, as a society, we need to be able to have 
conversations when things aren’t going well. And 
there’s this peculiar darkness that’s beset the world 
[at the same time as the emergence of] social media 
technologies and the rise of  Facebook,” Lanier said. 

In his book, Lanier acknowledges that he cannot 
judge every person’s relationship with social media. 

“I just know that some people have to get off  
[social media] if  we’re going to have a society that can 
escape the madness of  it,” Lanier said. 

Visionary challenges Rider to delete social media

C
hr

is
to

ph
er

 A
le

xa
nd

er
/ T

he
 R

id
er

 N
ew

s 

Jaron Lanier played a Khaen, an instrument that originated from southeast Asia, for students and faculty during his lecture in the Cavalla 
room on Nov. 13. He demonstrated his hobby of learning to play new instruments to begin he evening discussion. 
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Sophocles’ classics get reimagined on Rider stage

Professor Harry I. Naar presents his final exhibition at Rider’s art gallery before retirement
By Nicoletta Feldman 

FRIENDS and family of  professor of  
fine arts Harry I. Naar, along with 
members of  the Rider community, 
filled the Rider art gallery on Oct. 31 

to hear Naar discuss his works that were 
displayed in the gallery.

As Naar began, Dan Bischoff, art 
critic for The Star-Ledger, and Mel 
Leipzig, fellow artist and longtime friend 
of  Naar’s, sat on either side of  him. On 
the surrounding walls of  the gallery hung 
various watercolors painted by Naar, 
which made up a collection entitled 
“Watercolors: Observed and Imagined.”

The 32 pieces included in the exhibit 
were Naar’s last works displayed in the 
art gallery before his career comes to a 
close at the end of  this semester. 

After working at Rider for nearly 40 
years, Naar will be retiring. 

The discussion, which served 
as a celebration not only of  Naar’s 
watercolors but his career as a whole, 
was facilitated by Bischoff  and Leipzig 
as they asked Naar questions and added 
personal and professional insight of  their 
own. 

“I thought it would be really 
appropriate to have Mel here, who had 
the last show and who also knows me 
fairly well, and to have my writer friend 
here, Dan, too, who wrote the wonderful 
essay about my work,” Naar said, citing 
his relationships with both.

Bischoff  discussed Naar’s educational 
background, including his graduate 
schooling at the University of  Indiana, 

and how his choice to attend that school 
speaks to Naar’s style of  representational 
art. 

“Harry had the choice of  going 
to Yale to study art, but he chose to 
go to Bloomington, Indiana to the 
University of  Indiana because, at that 
time, Bloomington was the home of  
representational painting in the United 
States,” Bischoff  said. “Harry wanted 
to do the thing that no one else wanted 
to do, which was representational art. 
That’s the reason he went there.”

Representational art — as defined 
by the website of  the De Buck Gallery, 
an art gallery with locations in New 
York, Antwerp, Belgium and Saint Paul 
de Vence, France — “is a term that 
generally refers to a painting or sculpture 
that is clearly recognizable for what it 
claims to be.” 

Naar’s paintings are examples of  just 
that.  

Landscapes, depictions of  Long Beach 
Island, the location of  Naar’s former 

summer home and still-life scenes of  
tables and windows are some of  the 
images on display for spectators. When 
looking at these works, there is no need 
for viewers to second guess what they are 
looking at. 

“In my work, I’m not trying to deny 
that I’m doing anything else but making 
a painting,” Naar said. 

There is, however, an aspect 
of  multidimensionality in Naar’s 
representational art that makes it more 
complex than it may initially appear.

“I’m using reality, but I’m using reality 
in such a way that I don’t want you to 
get the sense that I’m copying reality,” 
he said. “I want to create a situation 
where you’re looking at something 
that’s familiar, but yet, at the same time, 
hopefully discovering something more 
about that familiar scene. And if  I’m able 
to do that, I’m hoping that I’m able to 
open up your eye, your brain, to think 
about things that are familiar in a new 
and different way.” 

Although there was no shortage of  
praise for his accomplishments and 
artistic ability — with Leipzig adding 
that Naar’s work “has a richness that 
literally grows on you” — praise for 
Naar as a person was perhaps even more 
abundant. 

The night began with the reading of  a 
letter written by Naar’s oldest son Devin 
who resides in Seattle and could not be 
in attendance.

By the end of  the letter, Naar was in 
tears. 

To Leipzig, the letter was more than a 
sentiment from father to son, but rather a 
reflection of  Naar’s character.

“The fact that he got a letter like that 
from his son says something about an 
artist,” Leipzig said. “When you have 
children, a lot of  artists find them to 
be an accessory. I’ve heard this from so 
many artists. This is a man who went and 
picked up his children, stopped and fed 
his children, I mean, he’s incredible for 
what he has done as a human being.”

Leipzig, who has painted Naar’s 
family and attended the bar mitzvahs of  
both of  his sons, also used their long-
standing friendship as a testimony to the 
kind of  person that Naar is, describing 
him most simply as “a good friend.”

“He’s a first-rate artist and a first-rate 
individual,” Leipzig said. “You couldn’t 
say that about Picasso, you know.”

Naar’s exhibit will be on display in the Rider art 
gallery, located on the second floor of  the Bart 
Luedeke Center, until Nov. 30. 

By Megan Raab

RIDER’S fine and performing arts 
department is shedding a new 
light on Sophocles’ famous Greek 
tragedies in the fall play, “These 

Seven Sicknesses,” adapted by Sean 
Graney and directed by Trent Blanton. 
The show was told in three parts, 
alternating over a two-week run in the 
Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) Theater. 

The show took place in a hospital in 
Greece as nurses attempt to treat those 
dying of  “the sickness” that is spreading 
rapidly and wreaking havoc in the 
nation. It brought new life to the classic 
stories of  the Oedipus cycle, Women of  
Trachis, Philoctetes, Ajax and Electra.  
     While these texts are ancient, the 
production’s take on them was vibrant 
and inventive, adding modern twists 
to these timeless tales. Blanton’s work 
highlighted the fact that, in today’s 
society, these stories had never been 
more relevant.

This show was not for the faint 
of  heart. It contained violent deaths, 
fights, torture and gore. The technical 
aspects of  the show were brilliantly 
executed. Each act was preceded by 
projections of  a newsreel setting up the 
plot. These projections, designed by 
junior technical theater major Miranda 
Kelley, perfectly set the tone for the act 
and captured the audience’s attention. 
     The characters’ hair and makeup, 
done by senior theater performance 
major Jacey Schult, also stood out.      
One of  the personalities with the most 
lifelike appearance was the character 
Herakles, played by junior musical 
theater major Daniel Starnes. Starnes 
entered covered head to toe in blood, 
having received chemical burns from a 

cursed robe. 
     Schult explained that creating the 
burns and bruises of  such an iconic 
character was not an easy task.
     “The process of  creating his skin is 
a combination of  cotton balls, liquid 
latex and a ton of  coffee,” Schult 
said. “Considering it was [supposed 
to look like] a fresh burn, it was super 
important to me to incorporate not just 
a lot of  red, but blacks and purples as 
well. Another big thing was making 
sure that he was glossy all over, to give 
the fresh look.”  
     Schult’s detailed work clearly paid 
off  — when Herakles is revealed, the 
detailed makeup work, paired with 
Starnes’ committed performance, made 
this one of  the most jaw-dropping 
moments of  the show. 

Schult proved herself  to be 
multitalented and also appeared 
onstage in the role of  Elektra. Her 
work, alongside sophomore musical 
theater major James Vinson in the role 
of  Orestes, was incredibly haunting. 

Vinson gave brilliant performances 
in multiple acts of  the show and also 
portrayed the character Theseus. 
Playing multiple roles proved to be a 
challenge for Vinson, but it was one 
that he was able to overcome. 
     “It was intimidating at first because 
they are both such powerful roles,” 
Vinson said. “I had to work to put 
myself  into the character while fitting 
their stories and pasts into the present 
moment.”
     Another classic character that was 
given a new life was Ajax, portrayed 
by sophomore musical theater major 
Kristen Wisneski. During his act, 
Ajax broke down onstage, unable to 

distinguish reality from fantasy while 
attempting to cope with horrific 
war visions. Wisneski’s performance 
was heart-wrenching and incredibly 
powerful.
     Antigone was present in multiple 
acts of  the show as the Oedpius Cycle 
unfolded. She was portrayed by senior 
musical theater major Victoria Brown. 
Brown was able to create a lasting and 
interesting character arc that evolved 
with the complexities of  the plot. 
     Her work was highlighted in the 
final act of  the show as she became a 
martyr, not only for her brother but 
for all of  Thebes. The act primarily 

featured Antigone and Creon, played 
by junior musical theater major Forrest 
Filiano. 

Filiano’s interpretation of  Creon was 
genuine and honest, carefully balancing 
the tyrant with the helpless man that 
coexists in the character.

“These Seven Sicknesses” is a two-part play 
and will continue to be shown in the BLC 
Theater until Nov. 17. Part 1 of  the show can 
be seen on Nov. 15 at 7:30 p.m. and Nov. 17 
at 2:00 p.m. Part 2 will take place on Nov. 
16 at 7:30 p.m. and Nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
All productions of  “These Seven Sicknesses” 
will take place in the BLC Theater.

After teaching 38 years at Rider, Professor of Fine Arts Harry I. Naar will retire at the end of the fall 
semester. His artwork is displayed in the Art Gallery, which he established in the mid-1980s, for the last 
time. One of his watercolors that is featured is called Still Life with Folding Picture Freight Train Book (above).

Members of the Rider Dance Ensemble perform the dance number, “It’s Not You, It’s Me,” choreographed by junior actuarial science major Maria Perdomo.
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By Nicole Calacal

IN a student-run spectacular, the 
vibrancy of  the Rider Dance 
Ensemble (RDE) transcended into 
the choreography, lighting design and 

audio production of  the fall showcase, 
“Come Alive” presented in the Yvonne 
Theater on Nov. 9 to 11. 

The Rider community was welcome 
to attend this free event with the given 
option of  donating to Team Chappy, 
an organization that aids in the fight 
against cancer.  

In highlighting the individuality of  
each performer, a slideshow displayed 
images of  the dancers, as people filed 
into their seats before the show started. 

As the lights dimmed until the 
theater was shrouded in darkness, 
the opening number “Disco Inferno” 
blared through the speakers and 
captivated the attention of  the 
audience. 

The dancers performed various 
hit songs from the past and present, 
including “Dancing Queen” by ABBA 
and “Dangerous Woman” by Ariana 
Grande. 

The show contained 25 dance 
performances — each one created by a 
different student choreographer. Each 
dancer was given the opportunity to 
demonstrate their talents and have a 
turn in the spotlight. 

Many of  them come from different 
backgrounds, and bring new skills and 
experiences to RDE. 

Junior dance major Alexa Boone 
noted the challenges that can come 
with working on a team where everyone 
has a distinct set of  abilities and is at 
different levels of  experience. 

“A lot of  these dancers have 

competed in competitions their whole 
lives, and I have never competed, ever, 
so a lot of  their choreography is a bit 
more challenging than what I’ve been 
doing, so it’s been a good learning 
experience,” Boone said.

 Dancing was a major part of  
Boone’s life, and she has been 
involved with the ensemble since her 
freshman year. She learned to adapt 
to the routines, saying that she is 
“getting more used to it” and has been 
improving along the way.

Each act was different from the last, 

ranging in a variety of  dance styles, 
such as ballet, tap and contemporary, 
which made for distinct and memorable 
performances. 

Tessa Douglas, a sophomore musical 
theater major, said, “[The dance 
numbers] were all really good. There 
was not one moment to pick out. I did 
like the big dance ensembles. Those 
were amazing.” 

Douglas came out in support of  her 
friend, junior dance performance major 
Rose Conroy-Voza, and of  RDE. It was 
her first time attending the event, and 

she expressed her interest of  attending 
more RDE performances in the future. 

This recital gave the audience a 
chance to witness a unique artform 
by presenting a glimpse of  the 
visionary minds in RDE, according to 
Conroy-Voza. 

Boone said, “It’s a good way to 
understand a different form of  art. 
People listen to music, people go to 
museums and see visual art, but dance 
is different because your art is your 
body, and it’s just something that 
people don’t really get to see everyday.” 

Sophomore musical theater major Dante Pereto (left) and Daniel Starnes (right) perform on stage.

Rider Dance Ensemble ‘comes alive’ in fall showcase
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‘‘He’s a first-rate artist and a first-rate individual. 
You couldn’t say that about Picasso, you know.” 
 Mel leipzig, artist
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Legalize voices: The dangers of journalism
A journalist’s job exists to inform, 

update and warn the public about 
the urgent events that everyday 
people may not be aware about. 
These noble messengers open doors 
to the different worlds unknown and, 
most importantly, what inhabits our 
personal lives. Journalists are humble 
servants devoted to the people.

This puts journalists at risk.
The flaws and weaknesses of  

authoriotarian political powerhouses 
falls on their resistance to free speech 
and press. These governments use 
the military and fear to enforce 
a certain agenda limiting the 
progression of  knowledge within 
humanity. These governments rely 
on controlling the minds of  the 
people resulting in the constant 
surveillance of  free speech. 

Global Opinions contribut-
ing columnist and author for The 
Washington Post, Jamal Khashoggi, 
was the devoted voice for Saudi 
Arabia. Khashoggi’s mission was 
to keep the people of  Saudi Arabia 
aware, even cautious of  the blem-
ishes of  their absolute monarchy and 
of  the unitary state government that 
subsequently cost Khashoggi his life 
that he mercifully gave to his people. 

Khashoggi spoke highly of  the 
bondage of  Saudi journalists and 
was a prominent critic of  the royal 
family. He heavily testified the lack 
of  freedom journalists had to report 
on national politics and issues that 
authorities assumed could potentially 
lead to rebellion. This left the Arabs 
living in these countries either 
uninformed or misinformed.

Khashoggi wrote to The 
Washington Post, “They are unable 
to adequately address, much less 
publicly discuss, the matters that 
affect the region and their day-to-day 
lives. A state-run narrative dominates 
the public psyche, and while many 
do not believe it, a large majority 
of  the population falls victim to this 
narrative. Sadly, this situation is 
unlikely to change.” 

On Oct. 2, Khashoggi arranged 
to visit the Saudi consulate in 
Istanbul to obtain a document 
certifying his divorce. Once he 
entered the consulate he was not 
heard from again. 

 Global Opinions editor Karen 
Attiah and Khashoggi’s editor, said, 
“This is the last piece of  his [that] I 
will edit for The Post. This column 
perfectly captures his commitment 
and passion for freedom in the Arab 
world. A freedom he apparently gave 
his life for. I will be forever grateful 
he chose The Post as his final jour-
nalistic home one year ago and gave 
us the chance to work together.” 

According to The Washington 
Post, at least 43 journalists have been 
killed in 2018 gloabally so far with 
an additional 15 journalists dead, 
though their deaths has not been 
officially tied to their work. 

In 2017, the attack on journalists 
was the highest it had ever been with 
a record number of  262 journalists 
imprisoned or threats being made 
against the press.  

According to the Committee 
to Protect Journalists, of  the 48 
journalists killed in 2017, six took 
place in Mexico, as did the first of  

2018. 
On Jan. 13, 2018, 77-year-

old opinion columnist Carlos 
Dominguez was stabbed 21 times at 
a traffic light in the northern Mexico 
border city of  Nuevo Laredo. At 
least 10 journalists were murdered 
in the country in 2016, including 
several who covered drug cartels and 
accusations of  collusion between 
kingpins and public officials. 

Then there was the infamous 
terrorist attack on the French 
printing press Charlie Hebdo 
“Charlie Weekly” on Jan. 7, 2015 in 
Paris that left 12 dead. The French 
satirical weekly magazine featured 
cartoons, reports, polemics, jokes 
as well as controversial cartoons of  
Islamic figures. 

Sophomore film, TV and radio 
major Demara Barnes said, “People 
have been putting targets on jour-
nalists for a long time now and it’s 
disturbing. Journalists should be 
able to speak freely about whatever 
events are going on without someone 
wanting to point a gun toward them. 
Freedom of  speech is a privilege in 
America.”

The underlying theme is the bla-
tant attack on free speech and press. 
When someone holds the position to 
expose and shed light on the politi-
cal, economical and systematic truths 
of  totalitarian nations they become 
a target. The powerful feed off  of  
the ignorant to manipulate and rob 
citizens of  their loyalty. 

As a journalist, this war on free 
speech is frightening but makes 
me think we are doing something 
right. It further shows the need for 
journalists to report the raw news of  
the world in order to keep the people 
informed and aware of  what is going 
on. 

Journalists put their lives on the 
line for a story that can possibly 
bring a change to the muting of  
voices.  
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GREEN CORNER

'AWAKE: A Dream from Standing Rock' 
MANY here at Rider do not give a lot of  thought to where fuel comes from. 

We drive cars, use plastic products and heat our homes without much 
concern about the real impact it has. It turns out that, in New Jersey, most 
of  the oil we use comes from underground pipelines. Pipelines play their 

part in society and their part in many controversies. Some major lines have received 
a lot of  public attention in recent years― most notably the Keystone XL and the 
Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL). 

The DAPL is a 1,172 mile-long pipeline running from North Dakota to 
Illinois, and received national recognition due to the protests of  the Standing 
Rock Sioux, a Native American tribe that live in the area where the pipeline cuts 
through. 

The protests started in April 2016 and continued until the pipeline was put 
into the ground in February 2017. During these protests, thousands of  people 
came from around the country to show their opposition of  the pipeline. 

The path crosses beneath the Missouri River, which is a source of  water 
for millions of  Americans and the sole source of  clean drinking water for the 
nearly 10,000 residents of  the Standing Rock Native American Reservation. 
The protesters at Standing Rock feared that, if  the pipeline was placed beneath 
the Missouri River, it could cause an oil leak and pollute the water that so many 
people depended on.

According to The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, 
builders have insisted that the pipeline is safe and have taken every precaution to 
prevent leaks, however, there have been over 3,300 incidents since 2010 of  oil and 
gas pipelines leaking or rupturing. Even the smallest leak could pollute the river to 
the point where it would be unsafe to drink. 

Despite these risks and dangers, the DAPL is still in use today and transfers 
crude oil from North Dakota at a rate of  over half  a million barrels a day, 
according to Forbes. 

While the members of  the Standing Rock Sioux are devastated that the 
pipeline was installed, they are proud of  the attention they drew to this issue and 
that they are no longer invisible to the country.

Author and environmentalist Ken Ilgunas recently visited campus to speak 
about his experience setting out on a nationwide hike across the planned path of  
the Keystone XL pipeline. 

During his lecture, he said that “More pipelines mean more fossil fuel 

extraction, which means more climate change. It’s insane that we’re talking 
about more pipelines when we could be talking about lowering consumption and 
enthusiastically committing to renewables.”

Many feel that the government should be investing in more sustainable energy 
sources, such as solar and wind power, rather than oil. 

Good news came last week when a federal court decision made on Nov. 8 put 
a halt to the Keystone XL plans pushed forward by President Trump. Citing a 
lack of  adequate evidence that the project would not cause harm to people and 
wildlife, or even be economically viable, permits are once again at a standstill. 

The finalized DAPL was an environmental loss, but maybe the Keystone 
XL can be stopped. It would be a good sign for the turning tides in our current 
reliance on hazardous fossil fuels.

The topic of  pipeline use is relevant for students at Rider because New Jersey 
gets a lot of  its oil from pipelines similar to the DAPL and Keystone XL. 

There are many gas and oil pipelines running through New Jersey, including 
the Texas Eastern Transmission Corporation Natural Gas Pipeline that caused an 
explosion in Edison, New Jersey in 1994. 

In courses like environmental politics, students have gained firsthand 
experience working with local pipeline battles. 

“It’s weird to think about pipelines underground right by us,” said senior 
biology major, Cecelia Figueiredo. “Usually, you don’t think about where oil 
comes from, you just take it for granted.” 

Students can make a difference by limiting their use of  fossil fuels and 
“opposing all forthcoming fossil fuel projects, whether they be fracking wells or 
pipelines,” said Illgunas. 

Learning more about these issues and the people they impact is also key in 
motivating our push toward renewables. 

To learn more about the Dakota Access Pipeline and hear the story of  the 
Standing Rock Sioux, come watch this month’s Green Film, “AWAKE: A Dream 
from Standing Rock” on Nov 14 in Sweigart 115 at 7 p.m. With Native American 
Indian Heritage month celebrated in November, there’s no better time to honor 
the stories of  the Sioux and their fight to protect the resources that connect us all.

Brianne Gallina
 Lawrenceville Eco Rep 

Opinion

SHOPPING at thrift and second hand clothing stores have become a popular 
trend, especially with help from influencers and songs like “Thrift Shop,” by 
Macklemore. Although shopping for unique clothing options with a low price 
tag is intriguing, there are people who depend on those stores for their clothes, 

not to brag to their friends about their fashion taste. People need to be aware of  this 
and ask themselves if  a vintage sweatshirt is necessary for their wardrobes. 

I’m not saying stop thrifting all together, but it is important to reflect on how 
it impacts other people. There was a time in which shopping at thrift stores was 
looked down upon and now it is popular. 

Although this seems all and well, some people depend upon these stores for their 
everyday clothes. The influx of  people who don’t necessarily need to shop there is 
affecting those who do. 

Scholars Mark Mitchell and Rob Montgomery did a study on “An Examination 
of  Thrift Store Shoppers,” in which they found that 58 percent of  the people 
studied sought clothes for monetary value. The people with the lowest percentage 
for this category were undergraduate four-year college students. 

Sophomore sociology major Dana Walcott, expressed her thoughts on the topic.
“I feel as though the population of  people with higher income go to thrift 

stores to find treasure,” Walcott said. “I do believe that if  you can afford expensive 
clothing, you should be considerate.” 

It is important to be mindful of  others when thrift shopping because the impact 
of  new customers will drive up the demand for these items. This sounds great in 
theory, but it causes issues that affect the characteristics of  the stores that were once 
loved by all. 

 This comes with a change in price because of  increased competition and 
customers. This evidence is supported by The Association of  Resale Professionals by 
explaining that the industry sales have increased seven percent in the last two years. 
Therefore, the trend ends up benefiting the people looking for cute niche clothes 
for specific styles, but not for those in need of  these clothes; it takes away people’s 
options. 

Even I like a good bargain but the over-saturation of  second-hand shopping and 
thrifting needs to be checked. Maybe by creating separate, new second-hand stores 
would help with the issue. 

According to the Atlantic Marketing Journal on “Examining the Demographic 
Profiles of  Thrift Store Donors and Thrift Store Shoppers,” it said that category 
upgrading for thrift stores is an upcoming phenomenon, in which thrift stores like 
GoodWill are trying to lose their low-end image by revamping their stores. It even 
mentions creating “boutique stores” that will carry higher-end clothing options. 
Other stores like Plato’s Closet and a few online stores could help dilute the issue. 

Next time you walk into a Salvation Army and pick up a shirt that you want to 
buy, ask yourself  if  you truly want it more than someone else might need it.

Tayanna Carman
Sophomore journalism major

Thrift shopping controversy
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Sports

Clarke finds new home at Rider

By Stephen Neukam

A PAIR of  road losses for the women’s basketball 
team dropped its record to 0-3 for the season, 
losing at Vermont, 54-49, on Nov. 9 and Holy 
Cross, 71-61, on Nov. 11.

Junior guard Stella Johnson led Rider throughout 
both of  the games.

The contest against Vermont was tight for the 
duration of  the match, with the Rider lead at 47-40 
with 3:29 left in the game. Vermont closed the game 
on a 14-2 run that saw the Broncs miss their final six 
shots of  the match. 

In the defeat, Stella Johnson finished with 23 points 
on 10-for-24 shooting from the field. Senior guard 
Lexi Posset struggled to score, shooting 2-for-13 on the 
night and finishing with eight points.

“We didn’t make a shot when we needed and we 
couldn’t get a stop when we needed down the stretch,” 
said Head Coach Lynn Milligan. “We need to be able 
to put together a full 40 minutes.”

During the game at Holy Cross, Rider dug itself  
an early hole. The Broncs shot just 30 percent from 
the field and 15 percent from the three-point line in 
the first half. The struggle for efficiency continued 
for Rider, which holds a field goal percentage of  just 
under 36 percent.

Rider trailed 24-18 at the half.
The Broncs’ offense showed more life in the second 

half, making three shots from beyond the three-point 
arc to cut the deficit to five heading into quarter four.

Rider’s surge proved to be too little too late as Holy 
Cross sealed the victory by shooting an impressive 
10-12 from the free-throw line to stave off  Rider.

The Crusaders also defeated Rider in 

Lawrenceville last season on Nov. 18. Holy Cross leads 
the all time series against Rider 4-0.

Stella Johnson finished the game with 22 points, six 
rebounds and three assists. Junior forward Lea Favre 
added eight points on an efficient 4-for-7 from the 
field. Junior guard Amari Johnson scored seven points 
while contributing seven rebounds and two steals.

It was the fifth straight game that Stella Johnson 
scored 20 points or more, dating back to the Broncs 
appearance in the MAAC tournament last season.

“Every game we have improved offensively and 
defensively,” said Stella Johnson. “I believe by the time 
we start conference play,  we will have our groove.”

All of  Rider’s games have been the season opener 
for its opponents.

The Broncs are no strangers to early-season 
struggles. Last year, Rider posted a 0-6 record through 
its first six nonconference games. The team posted a 
regular season record of  13-10 following those first six 
losses.

“We’ll be just fine,” said Milligan. “[It is] not the 
start we wanted but we are progressing in the right 
direction.”

Stella Johnson had been the standout for the 
Broncs through the first three games of  the season. 
She had scored over 20 points in each of  Rider’s 
three games this campaign and was named MAAC 
Women’s Basketball Player of  the Week on Nov. 12. 
It was the third time she had won a weekly MAAC 
award in her career. 

Rider will return home on Nov. 17 to face Mount 
St. Mary’s at 2 p.m. The Broncs will be looking to 
avenge a loss to the Mountaineers last year.

 

W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs stumble out of the gates, start 0-3

By Ellen Paddock

FRESHMAN volleyball player Caprice Clarke of  Toronto, said she thinks her team 
can “win it all.”

Clarke decided to play collegiate volleyball in America for a higher level of  
competition while majoring in business administration.

“There is more opportunity here than there is in Canada,” Clarke said. 
Though she said she misses the city lights, people and action, Clarke has 

excitement ahead of  her as she and her teammates head to Orlando, Florida, for 
the MAAC championships. 

Clarke said she chose Rider because it felt “homelike and very cozy.” She said 
she prefers small campuses where she can walk everywhere instead of  taking a 
shuttle.

However, coming from the heart of  Toronto with a population of  4.7 million to 
the compact community of  Rider had its trade-offs. 

“I’m used to constant movement and constant people around me,” Clarke said. 
“Here, it’s sort of  like, crickets.” 

At home, Clarke played for the Leaside Lightning Volleyball Club where she said 
the coaches are much different.

“Coaches are a lot more intense here,” Clarke said. “They take it way more 
seriously because they are being paid, versus in Canada, where they are not paid.” 

One of  the perks for Clarke, living in the U.S., was the variety of  food options 
and the big portions. 

She said she would love to live in America full-time one day and that she favored 
the weather.

Clarke and her team had an eight-game winning streak this season, of  which she 
had contributed to.

The freshman had a career-high of  six kills, two blocks, four assists and two aces 
in a victory over the Manhattan Jaspers on Nov. 3. 

Assistant Coach Ryan Gelenitis said, “Caprice showed up ready to compete. She 
played a huge role in our victory.” 

As a middle blocker, Clarke said she tried to make the most out of  every 
opportunity she got to contribute to while crediting the team’s success to her 
teammates.

 “I wouldn’t be able to play my position without everybody else. We all just 
played really well and that’s what helped me get the amount of  kills that I did,” 
Clarke said. 

Clarke had set calculated goals for seasons to come at Rider.
“My goal for future seasons is just to improve on the little things. It’s not about 

the big picture; it’s about all the little things that make the big picture,” Clarke said. 
She also said her team did not predict they would be this successful at this point 

in the season. 
“We kind of  underestimate ourselves. I think that, right now, we should be pretty 

proud of  where we’ve gone,” Clarke said.

Clarke and the Broncs begin their playoff  run against Siena on Nov. 15 at 10 
a.m. from the ESPN Wide World of  Sports Complex in Lake Buena Vista, Florida. 
The match can be streamed on ESPN3.

Freshman middle blocker Caprice Clarke had a career-high six kills in a victory against Manhattan on Nov. 3.

Junior guard Stella Johnson was named MAAC Women’s Player of the Week.
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Sophomore goalkeeper Pablo Gatinois recorded a shutout in the Broncs’ final five games of the MAAC season and tournament en route to a conference title. He tied the 20-year-old Rider record for shutouts in a season with seven.

Inside today: The 
women’s basketball 
team started the 
season 0-3. Page 11

M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Broncs make history, take back MAAC title

By Rob Rose

FUELED by a five-game winning 
streak, the men’s soccer team won 
the MAAC Championship with 
upsets over the top two seeds in 

the conference and became the lowest-
seeded team to win the MAAC since 
Fairfield in 2014. 

Rider, as the No. 5 seed, defeated 
defending-champion and top seed 
Fairfield, 2-0, in the semifinals on Nov. 
8 before a 1-0 victory over second-seed 
Quinnipiac in the championship game 
on Nov. 11. 

After a rough start this season, 
with losses in five of  its first seven 
games, and having barely reached the 
postseason, Rider adopted the mantra 
of  another team that defied the odds 
to win a championship in 2018 — the 
“Underdog” Super Bowl Champions, 
the Philadelphia Eagles.

“I don’t think I have ever been 
involved with a season like this before,” 
said Head Coach Charlie Inverso. “The 
chances of  us making the playoffs were 
slim. Nobody believed in us; everyone 
was giving up on us. For these guys to 
make a run at the end, I give them a lot 
of  credit.”

After a scoreless first half  against 
Quinnipiac, sophomore forward Pablo 
DeCastro unleashed a strike from 
outside the penalty area in the 55th 
minute to give the Broncs their third 
MAAC Championship in four years. 

Junior back Emmanuel Kouma sent 
a pass down the right side of  the field 
that was carried toward midfield by 
junior forward Clement Bourret.

The forward fed the ball to midfield 

where DeCastro wrapped his right foot 
around the ball and placed it into the 
bottom right corner of  the net, past the 
outstretched arm of  the goalkeeper. 

The score was DeCastro’s team-
leading eighth goal of  the season and 
his fourth goal during the Broncs’ 
five-game winning streak to secure the 
MAAC title. DeCastro scored eight 
goals in each of  his two seasons at 
Rider.

“He’s a big part of  what we’re 
doing,” said Inverso. “He’s a good 
finisher, sometimes he has a hard time 
finding where the goals are, but he 
hasn’t in the last couple games.”

Rider became the third team in 
MAAC history to reach the title game 
in four-consecutive seasons, along 
with Loyola (1989-1997) and Fairfield 
(1998-2002). 

“[The team] said, ‘OK, we get 
in and then we make history,’” said 
Inverso. “You say that, and it’s really 
optimistic thinking, but now these guys 
really believe in themselves.”

The Broncs’ fifth title tied them with 
Fairfield for second in the conference’s 
history and trail only former-MAAC 
member Loyola’s 12 championships. 

The five consecutive shutouts that 
propelled Rider from the No. 7 seed 
and potentially a missed postseason 
on the final day of  the regular season, 
to the championship game were 
engineered by sophomore goalkeeper 
Pablo Gatinois. 

In his first season with the Broncs 
after transferring from Oklahoma State, 
Gatinois recorded seven shutouts and 
tied for the best season in Rider history 

with goalkeeper Keith Richardson 
during the 1998 season.

Gatinois made a pair of  saves late in 
the title game against Quinnipiac that 
allowed Rider to leave with the trophy. 
Against the Bobcats on Oct. 17, the 
Broncs allowed two goals in the game’s 
final minutes to suffer a 2-1 defeat, and 
in the rematch, it was almost deja vu. 

“The situation was very similar,” 
said Gatinois. “I felt very confident 
during the entire game and thank God 
I could save [the shots] and help the 
team win the game.”

With seven minutes left in the 
match, Quinnipiac sent a cross from 
the right sideline into the box that was 
put on goal by junior forward Eamon 
Whelan, the MAAC’s leading scorer 
with 13 goals. Gatinois leaped to his 
right side to deny the shot and the 
rebound by Whelan went wide of  the 
net.

The goalkeeper recorded a career-
high 10 saves in the title game and shut 
out the Bobcats despite being peppered 
with 19 shots in the contest.

Gatinois, as well as junior backs 
Arthur Herpreck and Sylvain Coco, 
were named to the All-MAAC 
Championship Team while graduate 
student forward Elliott Otmani was 
named Most Outstanding Player of  the 
tournament. 

Otmani earned the honor for 
the second time, after he received 
the award in the 2015 MAAC 
Championship and reached the MAAC 
Championship game for the fourth-
consecutive season.

Quinnipiac had not lost a game at 

home since Aug. 24 against Boston 
College and had a 7-1-2 record in 
Hamden, Connecticut. 

In the semifinal round, Rider 
broke another illustrious unbeaten 
streak. Fairfield had a 21-game 
unbeaten streak against MAAC 
opponents, including an undefeated 
2018 conference season. The Stags 
defeated the Broncs in the 2017 MAAC 
Championship game, 1-0. 

Otmani led Rider to the semifinal 
victory over Fairfield, as he had done 
so many times in the past. The forward 
recorded a goal and an assist in the 
match and became the third Bronc in 
program history with 30 goals and 20 
assists. 

As the MAAC Champions, Rider 
earned an automatic bid to the NCAA 
Tournament. The Broncs had reached 
the NCAA Tournament in the 1997, 
1998, 2015 and 2016 seasons, with an 
0-4 record in those contests. 

Rider’s first round opponent was the 
No. 16 ranked team in the nation and 
Mid-American Conference Champion, 
Akron. The Broncs will travel to Ohio 
for a 7 p.m. match on Nov. 15. 

The Zips advanced to the semifinals 
of  the 2017 College Cup and had 
reached the NCAA Tournament each 
season since 2007 and won the national 
championship in 2010.

“It’s going to be an exciting game 
because we know [Akron] is a top 
program in the country,” said Otmani. 
“We want to play against the top teams, 
represent the school well and come 
back with a result if  we can.”
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