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IT’S ALL IN THE FAMILY 
Loved ones visit the Lawrenceville and Princeton 
campuses for a jam-packed weekend. page 6

PROFESSOR EXPRESSES DISCONTENT
Gerald D. Klein writes a letter on the poor due-
diligence of  the Westminster sale. page 8

MOVING ON UP
The men’s soccer team advanced to the MAAC 
semifinals. page 12

Academic building 
renovations persist  WCC litigations continue
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By Ryan Connelly and Brielle Chavez 

PHASE two of  the Science and Technology Center 
renovations has been completed, as of  the end of  
October. The renovations consisted of  upgrading 
the chemistry research lab on the first floor and 

the psychology lab suite, along with rooms 109-112. 
Permanent lights and sheetrock were also installed to 
finalize the upgrades for phase two. 

“Early on before the projects even started we had 
met with the deans, the registrar’s office and the 
department heads, and kind of  mapped out a strategy 
that minimizes disruption,” said Michael Reca, vice 
president for facilities and university operations. 
“They helped move some classes; they were very 
accommodating to us about moving some things out, 
working with us in case our 
schedules got slightly delayed. 
It was a collaborative effort 
from a lot of  different folks.”

Family and friends join the Rider community for a fun-packed weekend of events including a luncheon, Zumba, Family Feud, plant-a-flag to honor a veteran, a student showcase, athlectic events and Bronc Bingo.

➠ SEE LABS
PAGE 2

By Theresa Evans 

THE head of  the Westminster Foundation has 
notified both Rider’s president and the faculty 
union that her organization is determined to 
continue the legal battle to halt the proposed sale 

of  the Westminster Choir College (WCC) to a Chinese 
company. 

In a Nov. 2 letter addressed to Rider President 
Gregory Dell’Omo and a leading officer with Rider’s 
American Association of  University Professors 
(AAUP), Constance Fee, president of  the Westminster 
Foundation, said the Rider administration urging the 
faculty to influence the litigants to withdraw their 
legal actions would not affect its legal fight to preserve 
WCC. 

Fee assured that her organization would not 
be influenced by either the faculty’s employment 
concerns or the administration’s threats to “teach 
out” and eventually close the school if  the sale is not 
completed. In the letter, Fee further stated that the 
foundation will still pursue its lawsuits against Rider 
University and Westminster Choir College Acquisition 
Corporation (WCCAC).

Fee said, “The Westminster Foundation is fully 
and completely committed to using appropriate 
legal measures to protect WCC from the sale to a 
commercial entity based in Beijing with no higher 
education experience and that is subject to direct 
control by an authoritarian government.”

Kristine Brown, associate vice president for 
university marketing and communications, said that 
Rider is working toward the continuation of  the 

transition between WCC and WCCAC to ensure the 
success of  Westminster. 

“While lawsuits require our time and attention, 
they do not dissuade us from moving forward with 
this transition. We will address legal actions however 
necessary and continue to work together with 
WCCAC so that Westminster can realize a successful 
future,” said Brown.

The Rider administration informed the WCC 
professors that the lawsuits would prevent job offers 
and induce layoffs from Kaiwen Education during a 
Oct. 29 meeting at WCC. 

In the letter, Fee expressed grave concerns about 
Kaiwen’s Chinese ownership.

“Indeed, the U.S. State Department has found 
that China routinely interferes with and suppresses 
traditional norms of  religious and academic freedom 
and it has done so both within and without China,” 
Fee wrote. “To protect Westminster from such a 
fate, our litigation will be pursued in the courts with 
complete and full vigor.”

Williamson Hall at Westminster Choir College. 
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Families bring the comfort of home to campus
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Freshmen Sarah Waldron (left) and Danielle Jackson (right) in 
a newly renovated science lab.  
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Page 2
Former faculty member remembered

Labs upgraded 

By Theresa Evans

AFTER serving 21 years as a professor in the College of  Education and Human 
Services from 1970 to 1991, faculty member Albert Sternberg passed away at 
the age of  93 due to natural causes on Oct. 31.  

In an email sent out to the community by University Communications on 
Nov. 2, Sternberg was remembered as an advocate for marketing education who 
encouraged Rider students and local communities to pursue marketing.

 Sternberg was honored with awards at the local, regional and national levels 
related to the field he taught in, and he was named Marketing Educator of  the Year 
in various New Jersey counties. 

He was also awarded the Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback Distinguished 
Teaching Award at Rider, according to Michael Curran, a teacher education 
professor. 

Rider annually honors one student with the Albert Sternberg Award at 
Commencement, according to the email. The award goes to “the most outstanding 
marketing education student.” 

Sternberg was also a state chairman and lifetime honorary member of  the New 
Jersey chapter of  DECA Inc., an organization that works with high schools and 
colleges world-wide to prepare student leaders and entrepreneurs for careers in 
marketing, finance, hospitality and management, according to Curran.   

“As we became friends over the years I realized what a treasure he was to 
education, representing Rider, the profession and his students,” said Curran.

He purchased and repaired an antique fire truck in 1979 that would allow him to 
represent and spread “visibility” of  Rider when he visited local high schools as part 
of  a collaboration with “fellow Rider professor” and best friend, Barry Ashmen ‘69, 
Curran said.

“He bought the fire truck and paraded around the campus carrying the president 
and whomever wished to ride,” said Curran. 

Sternberg served in the U.S. Navy during World War II. 
He also was a founding member of  Temple Sholom in Levittown, Pa.
A service was held on Nov. 2 at the Montefiore Cemetery in Jenkintown, Pa. to 

honor him.  
“Al was a gentleman, an educator and a mentor who made decisions based on 

what was best for his students,” said Curran.
Albert Sternberg driving his antique truck along with friends Barry Ashmen ‘69 (top left) and 
Walter Brower (top right), who was the former Dean of the School of Education.
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Funding for the renovations were made through bond issues. Costing $6.5 
million for all three phases, the Science and Technology Center has costed more 
than the average amount spent on other buildings. 

For phase three, Reca is focusing on the second floor. 
He said, “Most of  the labs on the second floor will be redone, as well as the 

lecture hall. In addition to that, the hallway will be upgraded with ceilings, lights 
and sheetrock. [After Phase three], every floor will have been touched and labs have 
been improved.”

  There was only so much bond money that Rider had to spend on these 
renovations. That money had to be split up amongst each building that was being 
worked on. Each building that was renovated tried to stay within a $4 million to $6 
million budget, according to Reca.  

“Rooms 109-112 have not been renovated in the magnitude that they were 
since they have been built,” said Kathleen Browne, geological, environmental, and 
marine sciences department chair. “We have more appropriate storage space for 
things we need to store. In one classroom, the location of  the tables relative in the 
front of  the room shifted 90 degrees [to make] the room more versatile.”

 Even though upgrades were made to this building, there’s only so much bond 
money to go around that not everyone in their respective department gets what they 
want. 

“We needed this years and years ago,” said Browne. “[The science faculty] were 
involved in planning the renovation. What we have is as close as possible that the 
contractors could pull off  to what we wanted.”

Project after project, Michael Reca looked to make sure Rider is the best that it 
could possibly be. 

After phase three is complete, the upgrades won’t stop there; Reca planned to 
add a whole new wing on to the Science and Technology Center. 

“We are in the early planning stages of  the science addition, which is part of  the 
bond projects,” said Reca. “It’s a major initiative that’s going to be a $20 million to 
$25 million addition. What we didn’t touch in the three phases on renovations, we 
will touch in that project along with an addition to the building for the new majors.” 

Students within the science department will be the ones who are most affected 
by the new renovations. They will be working in the new labs, along with using the 
upgaded equipment. 

Heather Lesinski, a senior integrated sciences and math major, believes that the 
money was well-spent, regarding the renovations. 

“The upgrades in the labs now offer better equipment,” said Lesinski. “The 
upgrades look nice and modern. I feel that future science majors will thrive and 
benefit from these renovations.”

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
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By Megan Raab

FAMILIES of  Rider students traveled from across the 
country this past weekend to pay a visit to their 
favorite Bronc and take part in many fun activities 
across campus for the annual family weekend from 

Nov. 2 to 4. 
For some students who live far from Lawrenceville, 

they may not get to visit home during the semester. 
Family weekend gives the opportunity for them to be 
reunited with their loved ones right here on campus.  

Madylin Rogers, a sophomore musical theater 
major, is from Texas and has not been able to go home 
to visit her family this year. 

“Family weekend is great since I can’t just go home 
for the weekend, with my home being so far away,” 
Rogers said. “It’s so nice that my family can come 
here to visit me and see [the] campus.”

The weekend was made up of  many events 
for students to attend with their families on both 
campuses. Some of  these were informational, such as 
the “200th Anniversary of  Frankenstein” display and 
the “Power of  Protest” exhibit, both of  which could 
be seen at Moore Library. Other events are designed 
purely for family interaction, such as Bronc Bingo and 
an annual favorite, Family Feud, both of  which took 
place on Saturday in the Yvonne Theater. 

The weekend also provided opportunities to watch 
some of  the university’s student athletes in action. The 
games included ice hockey versus Keene St. University 
on Friday; volleyball versus Manhattan, a men’s 
basketball exhibition game versus West Chester and 
ice hockey versus Navy on Saturday; and volleyball 
versus Iona on Sunday. There was also a Rider 
Ultimate Frisbee game Saturday morning where the 
current team took on alumni. 

The Westminster Choir College also welcomed the 
families of  their students by providing entertainment 
from their talented student body. There were multiple 

open rehearsals on Friday and a student showcase 
on Saturday, as well as two chances to catch the 
“Westminster Chapel Choir Concert: Half  Acre” 
conducted by Joe Miller. 

Those who were involved performed works by 
Johannes Brahms, Claudio Monteverdi, Eric Whitacre 
and Ted Hearne, as well as American folk songs 
and spirituals. Performances took place Saturday 
evening and Sunday afternoon in the Bristol Chapel, 
accompanied by J.J. Penna on the piano and Elizabeth 
Thompson on the cello. 

Rider’s active Greek community was also 
represented this weekend. There was a fraternity and 
sorority life information session representing Rider’s 
14 Greek organizations on campus and the benefits of  
membership. 

Delta Phi Epsilon presented their annual haunted 
house, a fun and festive event for the family to raise 
money for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, where over 
$2,000 was raised.

For some families, this weekend has become a 
tradition. 

“It was really nice to see my family,” said 
sophomore musical theater major Emilio Bayarena. 
“They came last year and we’ve been looking forward 
to this weekend all year.” 

There were complimentary family meals and even 
opportunities to volunteer together with RU Serving.  

The weekend provided many chances for families 
to bond and spend time together. With the jam-packed 
entertainment and memories made, a home-away-
from-home atmosphere was achieved.
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Students and their families line up to recieve bags of kettlecorn. This was one of many free and enjoyable activities that Rider had to offer.

Arts&Entertainment
Family weekend brings joy to campus

Professor Harry I. Naar’s artwork is being displayed for the final time in Rider’s art gallery. Naar will give an artist talk on Wednesday, Nov. 7 from 7 to 9 p.m. to discuss his 32 watercolors.



L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

Poor university due-diligence puts 
Westminster at risk 

RECENTLY, General Electric (GE) 
terminated its CEO after just 
14 months on the job. GE’s 
bonds hover around junk-

bond status and its stock continues to 
plummet amid concerns about the 
company’s profits and prospects.

What does GE’s plight have to do 
with Rider University?

Rider’s president and Board 
have selected a company, Kaiwen 
Education Technology, in far worse 
shape than GE to buy world-
renowned Westminster Choir 
College (WCC)—despite repeated 
claims to the contrary and a promise 
to find a partner with a solid 
financial history and the means to 
support the college going forward.

The president and the Board also 
pledged to locate a new Westminster 
owner based on its reputation, 
history and quality as an institution. 

Yet, Kaiwen Education, who has 
absolutely no experience in higher 
education and has not yet graduaed 
a single WCC student, operates two 
K-12 schools in China at about 15 
percent of  enrollment capacity.

Comments made from the 
company’s chairman this fall 
and teacher reviews reveal that 
the schools are a long way from 
achieving the status claimed for them 
in company press releases.

How bad are Kaiwen Education’s 
finances?

In July, China’s Shenzhen Stock 
Exchange required Kaiwen’s Board 
to explain the continuing losses that 
plague the for-profit company.

In 2016, Kaiwen’s net loss was 31 
percent of  its revenue. 

In 2017, following three straight 
quarters of  losses, its net loss would 
have been 20 percent of  revenue had 
the company not sold assets from its 
prior business—a steel fabricating 
business—to earn a small profit.  

Non-recurring income like this 
is always ignored by investors and 
financial analysts. 

For the first three quarters of  
2018, Kaiwen reported a significant 
net loss of  46 percent of  revenue and 
much poorer performance compared 
with the first three quarters of  2017. 

Incredibly, Kaiwen projects its 
losses to continue, predicting a 
significant loss for 2018. 

In August, Rider’s administration 
defended Kaiwen’s viability, noting 
it had about $25 million on hand. 
Unstated was the fact Kaiwen’s 
short-term financial obligations were 
five times that size. Debts of  that 
magnitude would keep most CEOs 
and their boards up at night. 

The administration also asserted 
Kaiwen could raise funds by issuing 
new stock and clearly implied that 
proceeds of  about $153 million from 
a planned new stock issue would 
be available to meet Westminster’s 
needs. 

However, Kaiwen’s 2018 semi-
annual report and press releases 
indicate this revenue will be used 
exclusively for projects relevant to its 
K-12 schools in China, including the 
three new schools it plans to open. 

This new issuance of  shares 
plus Kaiwen’s declining penny-
stock price—$.22 a share on Oct. 

31—hardly a sign of  investor 
confidence, making the additional 
issuance of  shares unlikely.

How does Kaiwen survive with no 
net profit and more cash going out 
than coming in? 

To date, Kaiwen has survived 
only through loans and by tapping 
lines of  credit. These strategies 
are unsustainable and place the 
company at great risk.

In the financial community, 
creditor patience eventually wears 
out. Creditors just shuttered Toys R 
Us stores, liquidated its assets and 
are about to do the same at Sears. 

China has ordered similarly debt-
burdened companies like Anbang 
Insurance Group to liquidate their 
U.S. assets to settle their debts. Are 
Kaiwen’s creditors any different?

Why, then, has Rider’s 
administration pursued so 
strenuously an agreement with such 
a precarious company?

There appear to be two major 
reasons.

 First, Kaiwen promises to 
continue most Westminster programs 
in Princeton for five years—a short-
term commitment that has hurt 
and will continue to hurt student 
enrollment and donor fundraising.

Second, and more important, 
Kaiwen is willing to pay Rider $40 
million to buy Westminster. 

The administration plans to 
spend this windfall to improve its 
Lawrenceville campus. 

Selling a nonprofit college is 
unethical. According to allegations in 
lawsuits filed against the University, 
it is also illegal.

Putting Westminster on the 
market communicated that 
Westminster would not be permitted 
to operate independently—
something desired by many 
stakeholders—and imposed a 
condition that could not be met 
by much more suitable non-profit 
partners. 

Rider did not and could not 
purchase Westminster in 1992, 
when it assumed responsibility for its 
continuation.

Rider did not have to free itself  of  
Westminster, a college that brought it 
international recognition and honor. 

Westminster was at full-
enrollment and operating with 
surpluses in recent years, and 
declared to be “not a burden” by 
the president in a comment before 
the sale announcement and in the 
paperwork required to secure new 
university funds. 

The university sought to do so 
through the college’s sale, rather 
than commit to raising funds in more 
honorable ways.

— Gerald D. Klein
Professor of  organizational behavior 

and management emeritus
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GREEN CORNER

 How to decrease food waste during the holidays  
FOR college students, everyone is always looking forward to the holiday sea-

son. Getting to go home, spending time with family and friends and most 
importantly—eating. 

For many people, the most important part of  the holiday season is the 
celebration around food, but some often do not stop to realize the consequences 
of  the food waste they produce. 

Between Thanksgiving and New Year’s, the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency estimates that household waste increases by about 25 percent, 
on top of  the millions of  pounds that are already wasted each month. 

According to the National Resources Defense Council (NRDC), each 
Thanksgiving there are over 204 million pounds of  turkey wasted. If  each turkey 
weighs in at around 15 pounds per turkey, that translates to over 13.6 million 
turkeys wasted each year on the holiday. 

Senior musical theatre major Victoria Brown said, “Food waste is always 
a big problem in my house because there’s only four of  us and the idea of  
Thanksgiving is that there should be this big table of  food and we want to have 
that ideal. We always end up with more food than we need.” 

But it’s not just about the actual food being wasted. For each of  those six mil-
lion turkeys, there are countless resources that go into the final product that ends 
up on the table or in the garbage. The National Turkey Federation states that it 
takes about 40 pounds of  feed to raise your average 15 pound turkey. 

Because of  this, the production of  turkeys results in the wasting of  480 million 
pounds of  feed. Not to mention the financial cost on the American public— 
approximately 293 million dollars, according to the NRDC. 

So what solutions are there to this immense problem that is created during this 
season? First off, an easy solution is to know who you’re feeding. Knowing how 
many people are attending family events and approximately how much food they 
will be able to eat can help alleviate food waste by planning how much will be 
consumed. 

An easy tip— buy less than you think you need. If  there does happen to be 
leftovers, look into recipes that can repurpose the food into other meals to extend 
the life of  the food. And, as a bonus, it means less time spent preparing meals and 
more time relaxing.

Don’t be afraid to opt for vegetarian or vegan options. Many of  the typical 
Thanksgiving foods are meatless or dairy free, so you can hold on to holiday 

traditions and be sustainable at the same time. 
Junior musical theatre major Alison Fisher shared her experience about being 

a vegan during the holiday season, saying, “I find being a vegan during the holi-
day season to be a time to share delicious foods no one has tried before. I think 
some people don’t realize just how yummy vegan food can be and the difference it 
makes to support sustainable vegan brands rather than the meat industry.”

The appetizing autumn root vegetables, cranberry sauce and more are all great 
options. Some of  the other typical foods are not always vegetarian or vegan, so 
look for recipes and ingredients to be sure. For example, many stuffing recipes use 
chicken broth, and mashed potatoes recipes use milk. Gravy is a difficult substi-
tute, but it also provides an opportunity to discover new and innovative recipes to 
work into the holiday traditions. 

The food waste crisis affects millions of  Americans every day and even more 
individuals throughout the world because of  carelessness with the wealth this 
nation has. 

This holiday season— think about what you’re eating. Making conscious 
decisions to utilize all available resources to produce less waste will make a much 
bigger impact than it seems.  You could challenge yourself  to strive to follow the 
credo that Chef  Anthony Bourdain shared in the film “Wasted! The Story of  
Food Waste,” “use everything, waste nothing.” 

Emma Harris
Rider Eco-Rep

Opinion

FILM REVIEW

A Star is Born: The transparency of stardom   
OSCAR season is quickly approaching, and there is one movie that stands out 

from the rest. With great performances from Rami Malek in “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” Lucas Hedges in “Boy Erased” and a directorial debut from 
Jonah Hill, the competition is stiff, but “A Star is Born” holds its own. 

The fourth iteration in a series of  films stemming from 1937, the music-filled 
phenomenon captures the attention of  the young and old. 

The first movie follows the storyline of  a young woman searching for stardom 
under the guidance of  an older, washed-up alcoholic actor. The two, of  course, 
fall in love. The film follows their triumphs and trials. 

The subsequent films have followed this same plot, while, of  course, taking a 
few creative liberties. The 1934 and 1954 versions pose the main characters as 
actors, while 1976 and 2018 star the characters as famous singers. These minutiae 
details take nothing away but rather cause each film to be interesting in its own 
right. This generation’s “A Star is Born” competes with the greatness of  its 
predecessors. 

Bradley Cooper wows in his directorial debut while also acting, writing and 
producing his primal film. He learned to sing and play guitar from none other 
than country music artist and Willie Nelson’s son, Lukas Nelson, in preparation 
for his role as singing superstar Jackson Maine. 

Cooper’s performance is complemented by the unbelievably talented Stefani 
Germanotta, better known as Lady Gaga. Bare-faced and beautiful, Germanotta 
gives an utterly raw depiction of  aspiring singer Ally in the film. 

Both actors disappear into their characters so well that one has to remind 
themselves that Ally and Jackson are not real. The audience can’t help but feel 
attached, each song and piece of  dialogue is personal. 

Germanotta and Cooper are also supported by a balanced cast with the likes of  
the golden-voiced Sam Elliott, comedic talent Dave Chappelle and unmistakable 
Brooklyn native Andrew Dice Clay. 

The film gives the viewer insight into the harsh realities of  staying in 
Hollywood. It’s so much to handle; the pressure to create masterpieces, 
intrapersonal uncertainties of  being “good enough” and the struggle to stay true 
to one’s own self  is something that’s relatable to most patrons. 

A quote from the film that reflects this theme is when Germanotta’s character 
responds to why she doesn’t sing her own songs. 

“Because like almost every single person that I’ve come in contact within the 
music industry has told me that my nose is too big and that I won’t make it.” 

This line refers to a similar line made by Barbra Streisand in the 1976 film, in 
which Kris Kristofferson responds with how beautiful she is. 

We, as the audience, respond to this in either outrage at the lunacy of  such a 
concept or merely agree. For those of  us who are outraged, we cannot believe that 
someone as talented and beautiful as an Ally character would be denied because 
of  looks. Those in agreement see that she’s not the typical musical artist that we’ve 
seen before. But it’s those different qualities that make her an absolute star, and 
when a star shines, it’s light cannot be hidden. 

As a devoted Barbra Streisand fan, I simply had to see the reboot of  her 1976 
version, but after watching both, I realized these films aren’t reboots but remakes. 

Each film clearly pays homage to those before it, but are so different in terms 
of  content. One striking difference between all these films is the music. 

The first two films are clearly more musical based and sing-songy with the 
voices of  Janet Gaynor and Judy Garland. Barbra Streisand’s powerful vocals 
allow dancers to groove to the disco themes, while Germanotta and Cooper 
serenade the audience with soft rock and country vibes. Each film’s genre of  
music is relevant to the time period it was released. Each soundtrack drives each 
film and evokes emotion from everyone in the theater.

When I go to the movies, I watch with the intention of  feeling something. 
Whether it be sadness, elation or absolute fear, it’s not worth my money if  I don’t 
leave the theater exploding with emotions. 

“A Star is Born” left me feeling awestruck, frustrated and hurt. I desired so 
badly for the film to have the ideal happy ending, but that’s not how life works. 

And that’s the takeaway from this film, although stars are bright and they shine 
wherever they are, they only have a certain amount of  time until they fall. 

Danielle Jackson
Freshman film major
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W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs lose battle for New Jersey
By Stephen Neukam

ALTHOUGH senior guard Lexi Posset and junior guard Stella Johnson combined 
for 32 points, it was not enough, as the women’s basketball team dropped its 
season opener to Princeton University by a score of  89-65 on Nov. 6.

The Broncs fell victim to the hot shooting of  the 2017 Ivy League 
Champions. Princeton shot 7-13 from three in the first half. Senior guard Gabrielle 
Rush shot 5-6 from beyond the arc in the half, scoring 23 of  her 25 points in the 
first 20 minutes.

Rider did not do itself  any favors. It turned the ball over nine times in the first 
half, which resulted in 17 points for the Tigers.

Princeton capped off  the first two periods with a shot from half-court and led the 
game 52-27 at the half.

“They threw that first punch and really got after us,” said Head Coach Lynn 
Milligan. “It took us a little time to get our feet under us.”

The tempo of  the game was controlled by the fast-paced Tigers, who took every 
chance to push the ball down the floor.

The Broncs struggled to shoot the ball. They posted a field goal percentage of  
42.1 and a three-point percentage of  36.4. Last season, Rider shot just 38.5 percent 
and 33 percent from those ranges. Princeton shot 55.4 percent from the field. 

“I just don’t think we were prepared for the pace they played at,” said Johnson. 
“We weren’t communicating at all.”

Princeton was the preseason favorite to defend its Ivy League title. The team also 
made an appearance in last year’s NCCA Tournament, losing to Maryland in the 
first round.

Mistakes on offense and defense cost Rider from the start of  the game.
“We have to fix our [problems] in practice tomorrow,” said Johnson.
Johnson finished with 21 points and six assists and Posset posted 11 points. Junior 

guard Lexi Stover shot 2-4 from three and scored six points.
The Bronc defense struggled to keep Princeton from dominating the game from 

the inside and outside. The Tigers scored 52 points in the paint. Princeton also led 
on the board, out-rebounding Rider 37 to 23.

“I thought we had our hands on a lot of  rebounds and couldn’t finish the play,” 
said Milligan. “I think that those are things that you will see corrected pretty 
quickly.”

Rider entered the season with a sense of  optimism. 
Ranked fourth in the Preseason Coaches’ Poll, Rider also had junior guard Stella 

Johnson and senior guard Lexi Posset be named to preseason All-MAAC First and 
Second Team respectively. 

After graduating last year’s second-leading scorer, Kamila Hoskova, the Broncs 
will certainly look to Johnson, Posset and Stover to shoulder a larger load. These 
players serve as captains for the team.

The team will also rely on junior guard Amari Johnson, who had to sit out last 
season due to collegiate transfer rules after leaving the University of  Rhode Island 
for Rider. Johnson, standing at 5-foot-10, will be expected to add length to the 
defense and a versatile offensive skill set.

The nonconference slate for the team will be a good tune-up for the conference 
schedule. 

The highlights of  nonconference play include home games against Navy on Dec. 
2 and Georgetown on Dec. 21.

Rider will begin and end its conference play against Fairfield with a game at 
home on Jan. 6 and an away game on Mar. 2.

The battle for the top of  the conference will be tough to win with Quinnipiac 
named the preseason favorites to claim the MAAC title for the fifth straight season.

Rider will travel to Vermont to play the Catamounts on Nov. 9 at 7 p.m.

V O L L E Y B A L L

Rider extends win streak to eight games
By Tim Ferrier

THE impressive stretch for the volleyball team 
continued against conference opponents 
Manhattan and Iona on Nov. 3 and 4, extending 
its winning streak to eight games. 

The Broncs greeted the Manhattan Jaspers with 
a 3-1 victory for their 7th straight win and would go 
on to defeat the Iona Gaels 3-2 to push the streak to 
eight. 

Rider’s win on Nov. 3 was highlighted by senior 
hitter Savannah Logan’s match-high 12 kills and her 
two teammates, senior hitter Hailey Riede and junior 
hitter Alexa Shello, who each had 11 kills. 

Freshman setter Anilee Sher provided 38 assists, 
two service aces and 17 digs to add to her already 
superb first season. Senior hitter Perry Williams also 
had nine kills of  her own while freshman blocker 
Caprice Clarke finished with two solo blocks, as well 
as four block assists at the net. 

It was a great all-around team win for the Broncs 
and even greater for Head Coach Chris Feliciano, who 
recorded his 113th win at Rider, which made him the 
winningest coach in the program’s history. 

“[We] just put one foot in front of  the other, trust 
each other and trust our process,” said Feliciano. 
“This is probably the best group we’ve ever had that 
works as a family. There’s no lead too big that we can’t 
come back from.”

Junior libero Rachelle Runyon, who led the team 
with 27 digs in Saturday’s win, said, “I can’t do 
anything without my team. For me, my job is easier 

when my blocks are up and my hitters are hitting so 
I know where to go and can get better balls up for 
them.” 

Seniors Logan, Riede and Williams were honored 
on senior night before the MAAC showdown between 
the Broncs and the visiting Iona Gaels, a game that 
improved Rider to 16-9 for the year.

The match was the team’s eighth-straight win, led 
offensively by both Riede with 22 kills and Logan with 
19. Each set new career-highs. Williams also made her 
presence felt with her own five kills, as well as a solo 
block and five block assists. 

Sher was all over the court in this one, highlighted 
by her 18 digs and 51 assists, which marked the fourth 
time this season she has eclipsed the 50-assist plateau. 
Runyon had a match-high 31 digs to go along with her 
six assists. 

It was an impressive showing for the Broncs, as they 
stepped up when it mattered most against first-place 
Iona, splitting the season series with the Gaels. 

For the second-straight week, two Broncs received 
All-MAAC honors for stellar play during the winning 
streak. 

Sher was named MAAC Rookie of  the Week and 
Runyon earned MAAC Libero of  the Week honors. 
Runyon received the honor for the second-consecutive 
week.

Rider will look to cap off  the regular season on a 
high note as they travel to face Manhattan on Nov. 7 
before finishing out the campaign on Nov. 10 against 
Saint Peters.

Senior hitter Savannah Logan had a match-high 12 kills on Nov.4.

Junior guard Stella Johnson was named to the Preseason All-MAAC First Team. She was also named tean captain.
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Sports

By Dylan Manfre

THE semifinals of  the MAAC field hockey 
championship were the end of  the road for Rider, 
with the Broncs losing to Fairfield 1-0 on Nov. 2.

Rider closed out the regular season winning 
seven of  its last nine contests, earning the team the 
No. 2 seed in its 19th straight postseason appearance. 
The Broncs squared up against third-seed Fairfield — 
the defending MAAC Tournament champions.  

Rider scored 50 goals and averaged almost three 
goals per contest during the regular season. Fairfield’s 
defense countered that by only allowing 28 goals all 
season.

“Traditionally we have a very good game with 
Fairfield. We are very good friends with the coach, 
and everytime we step on the field we know it’s going 
to be a battle,” said Head Coach Lori Hussong. 
“Their defense has been exceptional. They have the 
defender of  the year and the freshman player of  the 
year, Luzi Persiehl, who was phenomenal. We knew 
we couldn’t go through her. We had to go around her 
and their goalkeeping has been good as well. We made 
some adjustments in the second half, and we were able 
get a couple of  corners. We just couldn’t cash in on 
our opportunities when we had them.”

Sophomore goalie Lena Vandam, who was named 
the MAAC Goalkeeper of  the Year on Nov. 1, 
recorded six saves for Rider. Senior defenseman Alison 
Amen registered one defensive save for the Broncs as 
well.

Throughout the season, much of  Rider’s success 

was predicated on performances by underclassmen.
“We knew we were going to start out slow because 

we were such a young team. We had phenomenal 
leadership coming from Jess Randazzo and Alison 
Amen. They really did a nice job of  making the 
freshman feel comfortable along with the other juniors 
on the team,” said Hussong. “The freshmen who 
were out on the field this year with us learned some 
valuable lessons and the experience alone is going 
to help carry them along the next three years. Their 
future is very bright.”

Hussong added that Randazzo and Amen embody 
exactly what Rider field hockey players should leave 
the program looking like, and that the team is very 
appreciative of  their service.

Rider had the most players out of  the six MAAC 
teams receive postseason accolades.

Freshmen forward Carly Brosious, junior Tess 
Coorens and sophomore Lena Vandam were named 
to the All-MAAC First Team. 

Brosious and Vandam were both honored with 
MAAC weekly awards twice over the course of  the 
season. Brosious was also named National Rookie of  
the Week by Synapse Sports on Oct. 16. She scored 
10 goals and had two multi-goal games. 

Freshman forward Tess van Ommeren, senior 
midfielder Jessica Randazzo and defender Kaitlin 
Flemming were named to the All-MAAC Second 
Team.

The Broncs will return all but two players next year 
giving them hope for another successful season.

F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Broncs bounced from semis in final MAAC season

M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

UCF and Fall too tall a task for Rider
By Rob Rose

DESPITE leading for the first 18 minutes of  the game, the men’s basketball team 
lost its season opener on the road against the American Athletic Conference 
preseason favorite, Central Florida (UCF), 84-70. 

A 13-0 run over the final 2:39 of  first half  allowed the Knights to take 
a 43-34 lead into halftime. The Knights opened the second half  on a 12-4 run to 
increase their lead to 17 points before its advantage swelled to 24 for the largest lead 
of  the game later in the half. 

The Knights featured 7-foot-6-inch, 300-pound center Tacko Fall, who stood 
nine inches taller than the Broncs’ tallest player, junior center Tyere Marshall. Fall, 
a projected future NBA draft pick and the UCF frontcourt, blocked 10 Bronc shots 
in the contest.

In preparation for the matchup with Fall, Rider turned to a normal household 
item to replicate the UCF center’s size – a broomstick. 

“We were just trying to do anything we could,” said Head Coach Kevin Baggett. 
“Give our guys credit, I thought they went after him and attacked him as much as 
they could.”

Junior guard Stevie Jordan, who led the MAAC in assists per game for the second 
year in a row last season with 5.9, had eight points, four assists and three rebounds 
in the loss. Jordan ended 2017 on the All-MAAC Second Team after averaging 12.6 
ppg and 1.6 steals per game, which was third in the conference. He was named to 
the All-MAAC Preseason First Team.

Although he played only 18 minutes and fouled out of  the game, sophomore 
forward Dimencio Vaughn led the Broncs in scoring with 14 points. Vaughn was 
6-for-9 from the field and added five rebounds. 

Vaughn joined Jordan on the Preseason All-MAAC First Team after a dominant 
season. Vaughn earned All-MAAC First Team honors after he posted top-10 
averages in points, rebounds and assists per game in the MAAC with 16, 6.7 and 
1.8, respectively. 

2017-18 MAAC Sixth Player of  the Year sophomore forward Frederick Scott 
also contributed against UCF. Scott, who was named to the Preseason All-MAAC 
Second Team after averaging 12.8 ppg and 6.5 rebounds per game during an 
All-MAAC Third Team campaign, scored 11 points and grabbed a team-high six 
rebounds. 

Rider returned 95 percent of  its scoring from last season, and its entire starting 
lineup, which features four Preseason All-MAAC players. The Broncs also added a 
pair of  Division I transfers to a team that finished as the regular season champions 
last year. 

Junior guards Kimar Williams and Ahmad Gilbert, who were high school 
teammates at Constitution High School in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, joined the 
Broncs from Florida International (FIU) and Minnesota, respectively. Williams 
added four points and four assists while Gilbert connected twice from beyond the 
arc and scored nine points.

The entire nine-man rotation the Broncs will play this season got minutes against 
the Knights, including freshman forward Ajiri Ogemuno-Johnso. He was the No. 

45-ranked power forward recruit in the nation and a three-star recruit, according to 
Rivals.com.

The game was the second-ever meeting between the teams and the first since 
Dec. 17, 1986. 

Rider had a long break until its next game following the defeat. The Broncs’ next 
game is their home opener against Coppin State on Nov. 19 at 7 p.m. The game 
can be streamed on ESPN3.

“We just want to move on and focus on the next matchup,” said Marshall. “It’s 
good that we’ve got some time off  so we can watch film of  whatever we did wrong 
and get better.”

Sophomore goalkeeper Lena Vandam was named MAAC Goalkeeper of the Year.

Junior guard Stevie Jordan led the MAAC in assists per game for the second-consecutive season with 5.9 last year.
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M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Broncs blank Iona, reach MAAC semis

Inside today: The 
volleyball team 
extended its win 
streak. Page 11

By Rob Rose

A SECOND-HALF surge offensively led the men’s 
soccer team to a 2-0 victory over Iona in the first 
round of  the MAAC Championship on Nov. 5. 

Junior back Sylvain Coco headed in the 
game-winning goal in the 74th minute off  a corner 
kick from graduate student forward Elliott Otmani.  

The goal was Coco’s third of  the season and gave 
Otmani his ninth assist of  his final campaign. Otmani 
had recorded a point in each of  Rider’s seven wins 
against MAAC teams this year. 

The game was extremely physical and saw 35 fouls, 
seven yellow cards and one red card. 

After the Broncs took the lead, the Gaels increased 
their aggressiveness, which resulted in one of  their 
players being sent off. Iona’s Mauro Bravo received a 
red card for a dangerous play after he took out junior 
forward Clement Bourret in the 77th minute. 

With Iona playing down a man, Rider took 
advantage and doubled its lead late in the game. After 
a scoring chance off  a free kick by the Gaels, the 
Broncs sprinted down the field on the counterattack.

Sophomore forward Pablo DeCastro received a 
pass as he streaked down the left side of  the field. 
He dribbled the ball toward the center of  the pitch 
and unleashed a right-footed missile past the diving 
goalkeeper. The forward gave Rider a 2-0 lead and 
allowed the team to lock down defensively in the 
game’s final moments.

The goal was DeCastro’s seventh of  the year, which 
gave him the team lead in scoring. 

The first half  was dominated by Iona, who had 
all of  the scoring chances and shots on goal by either 
team. Iona had five shots to Rider’s zero and also 

held the advantage in corner kicks with four while the 
Broncs had just one. 

Iona connected on a brilliant strike with seven 
minutes remaining in the first half, but the goal was 
taken off  the board after an official ruled the Iona 
player offside. A minute later, the Gaels failed to 
execute on another golden opportunity when a chip 
shot was skied over the net. 

“I think we dodged a couple of  bullets in the first 
half  and I think toward the end of  the first half, they 
started coming on and we were a little fortunate to 
get out of  the first half,” said Head Coach Charlie 
Inverso.

Rider turned up the heat immediately in the 
second half. After the Broncs failed to record a shot in 
the first half, 10 second-half  shots led to an increase in 
scoring chances and flipped the game’s momentum to 
their side. 

“We did what we wanted to do in the second half,” 
said Inverso. “We just had a great second half.”

The Broncs entered the playoffs as the No. 5 seed, 
the lowest the team has finished in the regular season 
standings in the fifth consecutive year they have 
reached the postseason. 

It took a victory on the final day of  the regular 
season for Rider to advance to the postseason. The 
Broncs had reached the conference tournament in 
each of  the previous four campaigns and advanced to 
the championship game in the last three years. 

“We want to demonstrate to those who did not 
believe in us what we are capable of,” said DeCastro. 
“We have fought hard to get here and we are going for 
everything.”

The Broncs defeated Canisius, 2-0, on Oct. 31 and 

Manhattan lost to Fairfield, 1-0, which allowed Rider 
to advance to the playoffs despite entering the day out 
of  the playoff  picture.

Junior forward Clement Bourret broke the tie two 
minutes into the second half  on his second goal of  the 
year. Otmani fed the ball to Bourret on the score for 
his team-leading eighth assist. 

After sixth-seed St. Peter’s lost to third-seed Marist 
on Nov. 4, Rider became the lowest remaining seed in 
the playoffs. As a result of  the first round games, Rider 
will face a familiar foe in the semifinals, regular-season 
champion Fairfield. 

The Stags were the reigning conference champions 
after a 1-0 victory over the Broncs in last season 
MAAC Championship game. Fairfield defeated Rider 
in the previous three meetings between the teams, 
including the only match they played this year on Oct. 
13, a 3-2 victory for the Stags.

“No one forgot [the 2017 championship] game, 
and we want revenge,” said Coco. “We play soccer to 
play this kind of  game.”

As the No. 1 seed in the MAAC Championship, 
Fairfield will host the semifinal match of  the 
tournament, as it did in the 2017 championship 
game. Even if  the Broncs eliminated the Stags, the 
championship would be a road game for Rider, as the 
lowest-seeded team remaining. 

In the MAAC, the higher-seeded team hosts each 
round of  the conference tournament, including the 
championship game.

No. 2 seed Quinnipiac and No. 3 seed Marsit 
play at 12 p.m. on Nov. 8, while Rider and Fairfield 
battle at 7 p.m. Both games can be streamed online at 
MAAC.TV through maacsports.com.

Junior back Sylvain Coco scored the game-winning goal in the first round of the MAAC Championship against Iona on Nov. 4. He was named to the All-MAAC Second Team on Nov. 6, his second-career All-MAAC honor.
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