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“OKLAHOMA!” TAKES N.J. STAGE
Rogers and Hammerstein’s classic piece is performed 
by Rider’s musical theater students. page 7

LET’S TALK CLIMATE
U.N. scientists declare we have 10 years or less to get 
climate change under control before disaster. page 8

THE BELGIAN BRONCS
Two members of  the field hockey team share a 
unique bond. page 12
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By Theresa Evans 

THE Brett Kavanaugh controversy made its way 
onto Rider’s campus when the political sci-
ence department hosted its first teach-in of  the 
semester for students on Oct. 9. 

According to Frank Rusciano, a professor in 
the political science department, the topic of  the 
teach-in was initially about refugees but, due to the 
“explosion” of  the new Supreme Court Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh’s sexual assault controversy world-wide, 
the political science professors decided to discuss 
the event and titled the teach-in “Women and 
Kavanaugh: The Politicization of  Supreme Court 
Nominations.” 

“I feel there was much speculation and heated 
debate in general,” said Saadiya Alidina, a college 
of  continuing studies senior. “It was something that 
was on everyone’s mind and there was no escaping 
it in media either. As such, I think it was important 
to have an open discussion about what implications 
Kavanaugh’s appointment had and how to channel 
the anger and frustration many people have with the 
current administration.”

A panel of  professors presented for five minutes 
each, leaving enough time for a Q&A session with 
students.  

Alidina Iragorri, a freshman political science 
major, enjoyed hearing about various aspects of  the 
Kavanaugh case, but found that the presenters had 
the same political viewpoints. 

“I would have liked to have heard from 
someone with an opposing view too so that it didn’t 
seem like a one-sided discussion,” said Alidina. 
“Nevertheless, it was very informative, especially the 
legal implications of  Kavanaugh’s appointment as 
stated by the first speaker. I also enjoyed Professor 
Rusciano’s views from a political communication 
standpoint.”

Alidina felt that the professors were open to 
listening to and commenting 
on students’ oposing 
opinions. 

The chart above shows six base salaries for member of Rider’s administration and faculty. Although they are shown in order from greatest to 
least, they do not represent the highest paid administration and faculty at Rider.

Student robbed 
By Theresa Evans 

A STUDENT was robbed on the first floor of  the Bart 
Luedeke Center in the men’s bathroom on Oct. 
11.  

Fifty dollars was taken from the student. 
The incident was initially reported as a physical 

altercation at approximately 6:50 p.m., according to 
Public Safety Captain Jim Flatley. 

“Over the weekend, information was learned that 
money was taken from the victim, so, therefore, that 
changed [the incident] from a simple assault into a 
robbery because physical force was used and property 
was taken,” said Flatley.

Robbery is considered a “Clery reportable offense” 
unlike physical altercations, according to Flatley. 

Public safety notified the Rider community of  the 
incident on Oct. 15 through a campus-wide email.  

Flatley was unable to release a description of  the 
offender. 

“We know who the suspect is and are working 
to PNG him from campus,” said Kristine Brown, 
Associate Vice President for University Marketing and 
Communications. “Both Public Safety and Residence 
Life staff  have been put on notice regarding this 
individual should he be seen on either campus.”

 According to Brown, the suspect is not a Rider 
student or employee. 

There was no report filed with the Lawrence Police.   
Contact Public Safety at 609-896-5029 if  you have 

any information about the incident. 

By Lauren Lavelle

RIDER basketball coach Kevin Baggett took 
home a nearly $46,000 raise between 2015 
and 2016, according to the university’s most 
recent IRS report, bringing him to $260,929, 

in annual salary and benefits — the university’s 4th 
highest-paid employee.  

President Gregory Dell’Omo earned $560,164 
in salary and benefits — the university’s highest-
paid employee that same year. Eight administrators 
and two professors also earned over $200,000 in 
salary and benefits in 2016.  

The Rider News acquired a copy of  Rider’s 
2016 IRS 990, which spans from July 1, 2016 to 
June 30, 2017. Despite this, employee salaries 
and benefits included on the form are for the 
2016 calendar year, according to Kristine Brown, 
Associate Vice President for University Marketing 
and Communications.

Baggett’s salary was $226,818 in 2016 plus 
$34,111 in additional benefits, according to the 
IRS form. In 2015, Baggett’s earned $181,183 with 
$29,912 in additional benefits. Baggett took on the 
role of  Head Coach in 2012 and has led the team 
to 107 wins and 89 losses during his six-year run.  

Baggett could not be reached for comment. 
“Coach Baggett’s salary is reviewed in 

comparison to other coaches within our league and 
is comparable to other head coaching salaries,” said 
Brown on behalf  of  President Gregory Dell’Omo. 

Compared to MAAC conference rival 
Quinnipiac University’s 
basketball coach, Thomas 
Moore, Baggett is receiving 

A student outside of Sweigart Hall where the teach-in took 
place. 
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Moldy
Two in one day? That’s a moldy situation. On Oct. 

14 at 4:58 p.m., Public Safety was called to Lincoln Hall 
for the report of mold inside a student’s room and on 
his or her jacket. Officers filed a report and contacted 
facilities management. Later on, at 10:42 p.m., Public 
Safety received another call regarding mold in a 
different room in Lincoln Hall. Facilities management 
was notified once again and an employee was sent to 
the scene.

Reckless roads
These guests didn’t know the rules. On Oct. 11 

at 9:15 p.m., Public Safety received a call about 
reckless driving on campus roadways. After locating 
the vehicle in question, officers questioned the 
passengers, who were two male guests spending 
the night on campus. The Lawrence Police Dept. was 
called for assistance and the males were escorted off 
campus immediately. 

Let’s get silly
They had different definitions of fun. On Oct. 11 

at 7:04 a.m., a Community Director from Switlik Hall 
called to report the use of Silly String in the hallways 
of the building. After arriving, officers located the Silly 
String and observed no damage to any of the walls, 
doors or windows. A cleaning crew was not contacted 
to remove the Silly String. 

— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim 
Flatley

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  L A U R E N  L A V E L L E

Public form reveals faculty, administration 2016 salaries
the short end of  the stick when it comes to salary intake. According to a copy 
of  Quinnipiac’s 2016 IRS 990 form, Moore earned $497,944 with $51,615 in 
additional benefits in 2016. Including benefits, that’s nearly $300,000 more than 
Baggett’s 2016 salary.

In contrast, Marist college basketball coach, Michael Maker, earned $233,519 
with $48,409 in additional bonuses, according to Marist’s 2016 IRS 990 form. 
Including benefits, its a much smaller $21,000 difference from Baggett’s 2016 salary. 

For the second year in a row, Julie Karns, vice president of  finance, was the 
highest-paid cabinet member, clocking in with a salary of  $268,653 and $77,401 in 
benefits. In 2015, her salary was $268,407, a small difference. Karns retired in July 
2018.

Provost DonnaJean Fredeen earned $232,980 in 2016 with $52,387 in additional 
benefits, making her the second highest-paid cabinet member.

Dell’Omo’s base salary in 2016 was S481,372. According to Brown, he has 
not received a raise during his time at Rider. Because Dell’Omo arrived at the 
university midway through the 2015 annual report, this is the first time his full 
salary and benefit package has been publicly reported on IRS forms.  

Last fall, Dell’Omo told The Rider News that his salary was $475,000. In 
response to the the additional $6,000 reported in the 2016 IRS form, Brown said, 
“President Dell’Omo has not received any increase to his base salary during his 
time here. The difference you are noticing on the 990 form is related to the impact 
of  certain taxable benefits.”

Michael Brogan, a political science professor and AAUP president, reviewed the 
forms and was concerned with the lack of  raises given to non-administrative faculty 
members. Rider faculty have not had an annual raise since 2014. 

“It takes a very cynical person to publicly say that Rider University would not be 
able to pay its bills by 2019 and at the same time give, or offer, significant raises to 
a Head athletic Coach and Senior VP cabinet member at the institution,” Brogan 
said. “People took [Dell’Omo] at his word; perhaps as more information becomes 
available we should all look critically into what was being told to the university 
community and what actually happened.”

He also questioned Dell’Omo’s relationship with his faculty. 
“His choices at Rider University in regards to his relationship with university 

faculty speak volumes as to how he perceives this group of  employees and reviewing 
the 990s reinforces the following: President Dell’Omo is anti-faculty and anti-
union,” Brogan said. “He should not be surprised the faculty have no confidence 
in his leadership and overall employee morale is at an all time low as a result of  his 
leadership.”

Brown commented on the lack of  faculty raises and said salaries would be 
negotiated within the next two years. 

“Faculty salaries are determined through the collective bargaining process, and 
are negotiated by the AAUP for the term of  the contract,” she said. “The current 
contract is in place until 2020. Faculty salaries will be negotiated at that time for the 
next collective bargaining contract.”

Students meet Bruce Springsteen’s mentors
By Joe Passero

CARL West and Mike Appel, two people responsible 
for shaping singer-songwriter Bruce Springsteen’s 
career, spoke before students on Oct. 2 and 9 in 
the MUS 495 “Unpacking Bruce Springsteen” 

class about their experiences and stories working along-
side “the Boss.”  

West worked with Springsteen before achieving 
widespread fame in the late ‘60s into the early ‘70s 
and visited during the class’ most recent session. 

Appel was the New Jersey native’s first manager 
after reaching the big-time and worked with him on 
his first three albums: “Greetings from Asbury Park, 
N.J.,” “The Wild, the Innocent & the E Street Shuffle” 
and “Born to Run.” 

During his time as a student at UCLA, West made 
visits to the Jersey shore to surf  with friends and began 
making surfboards in California after graduating. 

When a majority of  his sales started coming from 
the northeastern shore, West equipped his 1950 
Chevrolet with 12 of  his surfboards and traveled 
across the country to New Jersey, where he opened a 
surfboard company. 

As his company grew, West moved from warehouse 
to warehouse. When he finally settled into a larger 
factory with some extra room, he offered a group of  
young men rehearsal space for free in his factory.

The band was called Steel Mill and, after seeing 
Springsteen perform at the Upstage Club located in 
Asbury Park N.J., West got Springsteen to join Steel 
Mill as well.

As the market for surfboards began to fall, West 
began engineering sound systems for Steel Mill and 
acted as a promoter on their behalf, securing gigs 
throughout the country. West also taped almost 
every concert Steel Mill played and, when one of  
those tapes landed in Appel’s hands, they knew that 

Springsteen was something big.
“He could read the audience,” said West. “If  they 

didn’t like a song, he changed it.”
Appel’s hour-and-a-half  visit consisted of  stories 

from the early years of  Springsteen’s record-making   , 
everything from the first time he met the young artist 
to when they parted ways after the release of  “Born to 
Run.”

Some of  those stories included coming under new 
management at Columbia Records, as well as how 
“Born to Run” was released as a single before it was 
decided an album would follow.

 “[Appel] personally released ‘Born to Run’ as a 
single without an album to his DJ community built 
up through their college and radio relationships 

and he got Springsteen on the cover of  ‘Time’ 
and ‘Newsweek’ in the same week—both totally 
unprecedented actions,” said Allen.

Appel and West not only spoke about what 
Springsteen’s early career was like, but they also 
touched on what the industry was like. 

 “Learning the history from Appel and West gave 
you a first-hand experience of  what the music industry 
was like,” said Kory Koch, a junior popular music 
studies major in the class. 

Koch also stated that learning the history from 
direct sources helps him appreciate the experiences 
even more. 

Mike Appel (center) with Rider students after speaking about his time working with singer-songwriter Bruce Springsteen.
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“The teach-ins allow us to talk a little bit more from our perspectives, in kind of  
a free, safe atmosphere,” said Rusciano. “It’s like OK, we’re going to tell you what 
we think. You can tell us what you think and ask the questions you want.” 

Iragorri believes that the teach-ins provided a safe-space for students’ opinions. 
“I loved how the professors were open to the opinions of  others,” she said. “They 

never dismissed a belief  or thought a student had, even if  they may not have agreed 
with it. This positive affirmation will only serve to encourage students to use their 
voices.” 

Political science professors Jodi Bouer, Barbara Franz, Adam McMahon, Roberta 
Fiske-Rusciano and Frank Rusciano discussed various topics and related their 
presentations to the Kavanaugh case, including male privilege, ramifications for 
court decisions, how social media represents supreme court candidates, the silencing 
of  women and political communication.      

“Believe it or not, when we teach political science, we don’t have the opportunity 
to speak about contemporary political issues,” said Rusciano. “We try to as much 
as possible, if  it fits into the course, but we don’t always have the slot in the class to 
speak about them and we, in many cases, don’t have the opportunity to speak about 
them with people who aren’t our students.”

Teach-ins are open to students outside of  the political science department as 
well. 

Students asked questions regarding falsely accused males, the #MeToo 
movement, the #BelieveWomen movement, controversy, hypocrisy and other 
political issues as well.   

“It really helped me understand the situation more,” said Iragorri. “I felt that, 
after the discussion, I had a better grasp of  what happened with Kavanaugh’s 
accusations, as well as a better understanding of  the Supreme Court.” 

According to Rusciano, the topic drew a larger crowd than usual. 
“The main purpose is to give people an environment where they can talk, where 

they can express their opinions, ask their questions and so on,” said Rusciano. “And 
to teach people that it’s OK to talk, it’s OK to disagree and, it’s not only OK, it’s 
interesting and fun.” 

Students were encouraged to suggest topics for future teach-ins. 
“I think it’s a great forum to bring the professors and students together in an 

informal, out-of-class setting to discuss current topics that are in the news and 
may have repercussions in our lives. It allows students to voice their opinions 

without fearfof  being penalized or having their grades affected in any way,” said 
Alidina.   

Iragorri believes that the topic was relevant because it affects all Americans. 
“It matters for women and men alike,” she said. “It’s an issue and an unfortunate 

progression in our country, and it should be addressed. Understanding the issues 

Controversy brings students and faculty together  
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

Students and faculty gather for presentations in Sweigart Hall during the first teach-in of the fall 
semester. 
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By Lauren Minore

RIDER’S 107.7 The Bronc’s third annual drive-in 
movie and trunk-or-treat experience, Scream 
Screen, returns to campus in all its horror on  Oct. 
19 in the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) parking lot. 

This Rider tradition is the only experience of  its kind 
on a college campus in the United States and features 
the largest inflatable movie screen on the East Coast at 
40 feet high, according to the Rider University website.

Sponsored by Colonial Bowling and Entertainment, 
Miller-Keystone Blood Center, Pepsi, Six Flags Fright 
Fest and Valley of  Fear, Scream Screen 3 will feature 
a Halloween movie that has been voted on by Rider 
students over the past few weeks. 

“Students vote for their favorite movie every week,” 
Michael Ricchione, a sophomore sports media major 
and traffic director at 107.7 The Bronc, said. “I think 
it’s a great system and the best part is, no one will know 
[which movie won] until 8 p.m. Friday night.” 

Students have been speculating the winning movie 
that will be featured at the event. 

“I am hoping to see “Halloween” with Michael 
Myers,” said Kaitlyn Ford, sophomore secondary 
education major. “It’s so scary and I feel like [watching] 
in the parking lot will make it a lot [scarier.]”

Each year, the radio station has found new ways to 
make Scream Screen even better. 

“Along with the suspense killing everyone of  what 
the movie will be, this year’s event is bigger and better 
than ever,” Ricchione said. 

Students look forward to the event for more than 
just the horror flick. The trunk-or-treat experience 
features businesses and food vendors from across the 
greater Lawrenceville, Trenton and Princeton areas. 

Participants park their cars and open their trunks 
throughout the BLC lot, offering free candy, food and 

promotional giveaways. 
“I am looking forward to the awesome trunks for 

trunk-or-treating, the food and the whole experience,” 
Ford said. “I loved was how organized [it was] and how 
friendly and nice everyone was giving out free food.”

In its third consecutive year, the event is becoming 
a tradition to some who have created memories over 
the years.

 “My favorite Scream Screen memory was sitting in 
the car last year with my friends eating the candy, food 
and watching the scary movie all together,” Ford said. 

The night would not go off  without a hitch if  it were 
not for the team effort at the radio station, according 
to Ricchione. 

“We have a great team of  our station manager 
John Mozes, general manager Eric Weinstein and 
assistant Jordan Dreyer. Along with our promotional 
team headed by Erin-Marquise Watson and Madeline 
Moytyczka,” Ricchione said. “We have a lot of  hands 
to help with the action. Not just strength in numbers, 
we have a great staff  that fosters the fun atmosphere 
that is Scream Screen.” 

7

Staff members from 107.7 The Bronc assist students in painting pumpkins at last year’s Scream Screen. Featured activities this year will 
include alien laser tag and glow in the dark corn hole.

‘Oklahoma!’ dances into audience’s heart

By Dani Jackson

COLLEGE students celebrate the start of  the basket-
ball season during Midnight Madness, a pep rally 
which provides players the opportunity to show-
case their first official practice. While Madness 

is celebrated on college campuses nationwide, Rider 
stands alone in its festivity of  Midnight MAACness, 
with a night of  dancing, dunking and fun to celebrate 
the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference and ring in the 
upcoming basketball season.

On Oct. 12, students piled into Alumni Gym to 
support both the men’s and women’s basketball teams. 
Following a Game of  Thrones-themed introduction, 
Rider mascot, AJ, was seated on the iron throne at 
the start of  the night. After AJ’s entrance, both teams’ 
players and coaching staffs were cheered onto the 
court. 

“I enjoyed MAACness because it’s a great way to 
get involved on campus and become excited about 
the basketball season,” said sophomore elementary 
education major Jenna Dean. “The night is an 
opportunity to cheer on your fellow students and find 
your sense of  Rider pride.

Students jumped and celebrated each player with 
their personal light-up swords given to them at the 
door. A sea of  red moved rhythmically to the beat of  
each song. 

The fun-filled night continued with a cheerleading 
performance, three-point shooting contest, dunk 
contest, crowning of  the Cranberry Court and a 
performance by the Rider dance team. 

Arishia Stewart, a member of  the cheerleading 
team and freshman secondary education major, shined 
during MAACness. Her role as the main base on the 
team is crucial to the safety of  the flyer, the person 
thrown up into the air. 

“Their life is in our hands,” Stewart said. 
To be able to perform such death-defying stunts, 

hours of  practice are needed to ensure perfection. 
Having practiced every Tuesday, Thursday 

and Sunday for four hours, the cheerleaders were 
prepared for the event. Their performance was full of  

high-flying flips and cartwheels, signifying that their 
hard work paid off.

 “I watched this all happen, but now I’m a part of  
it,” said Stewart.

The cheerleaders weren’t the only performers to 
wow the crowd. Besides the athletes, the Rider dance 
team amazed the audience. 

With their near ten-minute performance, the 
dancers struck awe in all attendees. Junior elementary 
education major Brenna Damminger had been 
preparing with the dance team from 9 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
Monday through Thursday for roughly three weeks 
prior to MAACness.

Damminger was ready to perform for her second 
year on the team. The all-female squad came out 
confident and were the perfect finale for such an 
incredible night.

 “I believe that our efforts truly paid off,” 
Damminger said. “We performed as a unit, while still 

infusing our own personality within our dancing.” 
The performances of  both the cheer and dance 

teams left a favorable impression on many audience 
members, proving that their hard work did indeed pay 
off.

“My favorite part of  MAACness was watching 
both the cheer and dance teams,” said junior criminal 
justice major Mike Carro. “Our basketball team is 
renowned for their accomplishments but it is good to 
see the talent of  many others who might not get the 
same recognition.”

Dean thought the same way.
“My favorite part of  MAACness was definitely 

watching the dancers,” she said. “I know a couple of  
people on the team and that they worked super hard 
on their performance. It is so awesome to see their 
hard work pay off, and it was super impressive.”
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The Rider Dance Team strikes a pose during their near ten-minute-long performance that brought MAACness to a close Friday.

By Nicole Calacal

THE Yvonne Theater was buzzing with activity as 
the Rider community, friends and family came 
out in full support of  the university’s musical 
performance of  “Oklahoma!” 

The musical was created by the collaborative 
efforts of  playwrights Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II and takes place after the turn of  the 
20th century in what is now known as Oklahoma.

This golden age masterpiece tells the story of  
Curly, a bold and confident cowboy that tries to win 
the heart of  local farm girl, Laurey. 

The lobby was filled with lines of  people waiting 
to get their tickets, and two students handled a 
concession stand, selling candy and small rubber 
ducks that were gifted to an actor of  one’s choosing to 
wish them good luck. 

Inside the theater, the audience made small talk as 
they anticipated seeing their friends, fellow students 
and loved ones that were performing in the play. 
The show was filled with the original’s hit classics, 
combined with show-stopping choreography with 
numbers like “Kansas City,” “Many A New Day,” and 
“Dream Sequence.” 

The play started off  with Curly wandering into 
Laurey’s yard as he belts out the tune to “Oh, What 
A Beautiful Mornin,” and then he proceeds to ask 
Laurey to be his date to a dance that is taking 
place that night. She refuses to go with him and 
attends the dance with her farmhand, Jud Fry, 
instead, which sets off  a chain of  events that 
lead to Curly and Jud competing for Laurey’s 
affections.

The audience chemistry was 
definitely strong with everyone laughing 
at all the right moments, especially in 

most of  the scenes where characters Aunt Eller, Ado 
Annie Carnes and Gertie Cummings were present. 
Whenever Gertie’s obnoxious laugh resounded 
through the theater, it never failed to draw laughs 
from the theater-goers. 

“Oklahoma!” has been around since the 1900s 
and has been a popular musical that has undergone 
countless adaptations, so it can be daunting to take on 
a famous piece of  work and make it one’s own, which 
was a challenge for Julia Salatti, who played Ado 
Annie Carnes. 

“I think one of  the biggest challenges of  playing 
Ado Annie is the fact that ‘Oklahoma!’ and this role 
are both so iconic,” Salatti said. “I wanted to create 
my own authentic, funny and lovable version and 
create a full character.” 

That wasn’t the only challenge that Salatti and 
the rest of  the cast and crew had to overcome. Jack 
Gerhard, who starred as Curly in the production, 

mentioned ballet was difficult for 
him to master. 

“I am not very confident as a dancer, and learning 
the lifts and moves was a little nerve-wracking,” he 
said. “Once I learned it though, it felt absolutely 
amazing to perform.” 

The “Dream Sequence” number shows Laurey 
falling asleep in a grove where she dreams about what 
it would be like if  she was with Curly. Throughout the 
sequence, there is no dialogue and the whole scene 
is interpreted through the dance and actions of  the 
characters. 

According to Catrina Contini, a freshman musical 
theater major, it was one of  the most memorable 
parts of  the play for her and she commended 
choreographer Robin Lewis on a job well done. 

“[Lewis] completely took all of  their strong points 
and put them in one number, and it was just 
incredible. It was high energy the whole time,” 

Contini said.
For many students, it was a requirement to 
attend the play for their classes, which was the 
case for Contini, but she said she still enjoyed the 
production. “It was awesome,” she said. “It was 

everything I wanted it to be. It was just so incredible 
to see what is possible here. It’s incredible to see 

what the program does for their students and how 
they can work on the stage.” 

“Oklahoma!” delivered a performance that was 
filled with love, drama and comedy with elements 
of  music and dance that helped to tell the story. 
“I feel like ‘Oklahoma!’ is so special because there 

are so many different styles of  music in one show from 
a grandiose love ballad to a power belt song about a 
girl who can’t say no,” Salatti said. “Also, the dancing 
in this show is revolutionary and so extraordinary 
because, not only is it visually stunning, but it is [also] 
part of  the plot.”

Scream Screen prepares to scare for third year

MAACness sparks madness among students
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Lets talk about climate: we 
are running out of time

JUST last week, I received the 
most alarming notification on 
my phone from the Washington 
Post declaring that the world 

has less than 10 years to get climate 
change under control, predicted by 
United Nation scientists. 

The first thing on my mind was 
how, all our lives, we have been 
told the importance of  the three 
R’s, reduce, reuse and recycle and 
to follow the infamous do not litter 
rule in order to keep our planet 
clean. We learned about our 
precious planet, oceans and the 
living organisms who inhabit biology 
classrooms. So, what happened? 
Carbon dioxide.  

Even though it seems to be a 
popular conversation in recent news, 
it is not a new one. Scientists have 
been detecting global warming 
since the 1800s. According to the 
American Institute of  Physics, 
between 1800 and 1870, the level 
of  carbon dioxide gas (CO2) in the 
atmosphere measured in ancient 
ice was about 290 parts per million. 
The average global temperature 
during this time was roughly 13.7 
degress celsius, equating to 56.6 
degrees fahrenheit. 

“First, Industrial Revolution. 
Coal, railroads and land clearing 
[sped] up greenhouse gas emission, 
while better agriculture and 
sanitation [sped] up population 
growth,” stated the American 
Institute of  Physics.

In 1997 in Kyoto, Japan, The 
Kyoto Protocol, an international 
treaty which committed state parties 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
was created. The treaty went into 
effect in February of  2005, and was 
signed by all major industrial nations 
except the United States. Work to 
slow down emissions accelerated 
in Japan, Western Europe and 
U.S. regional governments and 
corporations. Then, Hurricane 
Katrina hit in August 2005 with 
little to no preparation and relief  
effort. 

Hurricane Katrina is considered 
one of  the largest U.S. upsets. 
Hurricane Katrina and other major 
tropical storms spur debate over the 
impact of  global warming on storm 
intensity. 

In 2006, China passed the U.S. as 
the world’s biggest emitter of  carbon 
dioxide. According to the American 
Institute of  Physics, as of  2015, 
researchers found the collapse of  the 
West Antarctic ice sheet irreversible, 
bringing meters of  sea-level rise over 
future centuries. 

“Average global temperature [in 
2015] is 14.8 degress celsius [58.6 
degrees fahrenheit,] the warmest in 
thousands of  years. Level of  CO2 
in the atmosphere goes above 400 
ppm, the highest in millions of  
years,” according to the American 
Institute of  Physics.

Climate change has become 
politicized and politically divisive in 
recent years within the U.S. Other 
countries around the world seem 
to acknowledge the catastrophic 
consequences that can result in lack 

of  action from society. The topic 
gained a lot of  attention during 
former President Obama’s last 
term when he stated, “99.5 percent 
of  scientists and experts [and] 99 
percent of  world leaders agree 
human-caused climate change needs 
to be reckoned with.” 

Some Republicans called it a 
“hoax.”

“While the world is in turmoil 
and falling apart in so many 
different ways, especially with ISIS, 
our President is worried [about]
global warming — what a ridiculous 
situation,” GOP frontrunner Donald 
Trump said in a video post on 
Instagram in 2015. 

Another alarming piece of  
information I came across is the 
fact that just 100 companies are 
responsible for 71 percent of  
global emissions, according to The 
Guardian. A small number of  fossil 
fuel producers and investors can 
be the solution for seizing climate 
change.  

Rider Sustainability Manager 
Melissa Greenberg said, “While 
it is very easy to feel hopeless 
and overwhelmed by the recent 
report released by the U.N. 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, it’s also easy to see the 
silver lining. Today’s college students 
have been hearing about climate 
change for most of  their lives. 
They have seen firsthand what’s 
happening with extreme weather 
events, a rise in illnesses, species 
decline and water pollution and, 
in some cases, have been affected 
in very personal ways.  This group 
of  young people are becoming 
unavoidably aware of  their own 
impact on the world around them.
It’s an exciting time to get in the 
game and be a part of  a generation 
that could actually reverse the effects 
of  decades of  pollution.”  

Greenberg continued, “Where 
young people may have ‘sat out’ the 
vote in the past, there is a ground 
swell that’s sending more of  them 
to the polls in an effort to fix what’s 
broken.” 

Senior graphic design major 
Nutsa Kapanadze said, “It is 
necessary to start this conversation 
of  climate change if  we want the 
future generation to experience the 
life we get to experience, we have to 
approach this global issue with huge 
solutions.”  

Our generation has the ability 
and the knowledge to make a 
difference on our planet that is 
currently dying. We are witnessing 
first hand the abnormal intensity 
and frequency of  these natural 
disasters taking place internationally. 
Now that we are of  the age to vote, 
we can emphasize this crisis and take 
it into our own hands.  
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POLICE brutality goes all the way 
back to about 1872, when the 
first report involved the beating 
of  a civilian who was under arrest 

at the Harrison Street Police Station 
in Chicago, reported by the Chicago 
Tribune.                                               
     Some of  us have seen and heard 
cases such as the 2016 shooting of  
Philando Castile, 32, who was shot to 
death in his own car by a police officer 
in Minnesota while his girlfriend and 
4-year-old daughter were with him.                                                     
     There are more local examples such 
as the one that occurred at the college 
I transferred from, Rowan University 
in Glassboro. On Oct. 1, senior Altaif  
Hassan and freshman Giovanna 
Roberson were pulled over on false 
weapon claims on campus and held at 
gunpoint by the police.   

Cases like that are reasons why 
many are afraid of  the people expected 
to protect the citizens of  our country.

 If  you’ve ever been pulled over 
by a police officer, did you feel safe 
and confident, or timid and afraid? 
Regardless of  what your answer may 
be, inventive Arizona man and Reddit 
user, Robert Petersen, teamed with 
Apple to create a shortcut for those 
who come in contact with the police. 
This iOS 12 update allows users to 
create their own apps, which can 
include combinations of  just about any 
feature imagined. 

Creating the police widget 

encourages people to download the 
app called “Shortcuts,” create a new 
shortcut by renaming it, add in what 
they’d want it to accomplish such as 
taking photos, picking up locations, etc. 
Siri then accesses it by recording the 
sound of  their voice and, lastly, adding 
it onto their home screens. 

Those who become fearful when 
they see or hear police sirens behind 
them may want to consider setting this 
up on their phones. The shortcut allows 
people to say, “Siri, I’m getting pulled 
over,” and, if  they choose to include 
these settings, their phones will be 
modified-on command. Regardless of  
what mode their phones were in prior, 
Siri can instantly end their music, lower 
the brightness on their phones, go into 
Do Not Disturb mode, record what’s 
taking place, pick up their locations and 
send it to a selected contact. According 
to CBS Philadelphia, the shortcut is 
designed “to keep everyone safe and 
honest.”

Petersen recalled in an interview 
with USA Today, “When dealing with 
being pulled over and interacting 
with law enforcement, you want as 
little distraction as possible, and that 
includes music, bright screens and 
notifications coming in.

“You want to be focused on the 
encounter at hand and don’t want any 
unnecessary distraction to yourself  
or to law enforcement personnel,” 
Petersen said. 

Students on campus shared their 
excitement about the app. 

Demara Barnes, sophomore TV, 
film and radio major stated, “With 
everything going on in the world, I 
love that Apple has now created a way 
to help the people, especially African 
Americans who aren’t being justified.”

Though this may sound like a great 
and original idea, it is not the first 
attempt to create an app like this. CBS 
Philadelphia shared that, in 2017, 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
released an app for Android users 
called “ACLU Blue” that also records 
law enforcement and shares the videos 
to a public forum. So, even though 

the police shortcut is specifically for 
Apple users, Android users are also 
provided with an outlet for potential, 
but hopefully unnecessary, justice. 

— Sierra McCoy
Senior journalism major

New Apple Shortcut Allows Users 
to Record Police Encounters 
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Carbonell leads Broncs’ shutout of Jaspers
By Stephen Neukam

SENIOR forward Kourtney Cunningham helped the women’s soccer team 
overcome conference rival Manhattan 1-0 on Oct. 10, yet the team suffered a 
defeat at Siena 1-0 on Oct. 13.

In the game against Manhattan, Rider controlled the pace of  the entire 
match. In the 40th minute, Cunningham made an incredible run with the ball from 
the midfield to the 18-yard-box and fired the shot into the top left corner of  the 
goal that gave the Broncs a 1-0 lead.

Rider saw the lead out to the end of  the game. The Broncs finished with a shot 
total of  20 to Manhattan’s eight.

Cunningham’s goal was her team-leading seventh of  the season. She had just five 
goals last season.

The goal also tied Cunningham for eighth in program history.
The win was Rider’s first over Manhattan since 2014 and its third conference 

victory of  the season.
“[It was a] quality goal,” said Head Coach Drayson Hounsome. “We actually 

worked on a similar thing in practice during the week, attacking the defenders, 
running in the gaps with speed.”

Rider followed the victory over Manhattan with a tough defeat against Siena.
The match was even throughout. Siena registered just one more shot on goal 

than Rider. The Broncs’ sophomore goalkeeper Carmen Carbonell made six saves 
to keep the game close for Rider.

However, the Broncs’ defense lapsed in the 40th minute when Siena slotted the 
ball home inside the left side of  the goal and gave the Saints a 1-0 lead.

The Siena defense held strong through the rest of  the game and blanked the 
Rider offense for just the third time this season. 

Siena moved to fourth in the conference with the victory.
The Broncs’ offense had sputtered of  late, scoring one or fewer goals in six of  its 

last seven matches.
Aside from the goal output of  Cunningham, Rider had relied almost solely on 

the play of  junior midfielder Valeria Pascuet. 
Pascuet, who had scored four game-winning goals for Rider this season, had 

been directly involved with five of  the last seven goals for the Broncs.
“I think that Valeria is such an important part of  the team, we need her as a 

player because she is constantly working on the field,” said Carbonell. “She works 
hard, she supports us and her attitude is exemplary.”

Following the week of  action, Rider sat at sixth in the MAAC with a 3-3-1 
record. 

Only three games remain in conference play. Rider is just one point behind the 
fifth-place spot and four points out of  the top four. 

Perched at the top of  the standings was preseason-favorite Monmouth, followed 
by Marist in second and Niagara in third.

Rider’s next opponent, Quinnipiac, is the fifth-place team that the Broncs are 
chasing. The Bobcats will travel to Rider on Oct. 17 at 7 p.m.

Sophomore goalkeeper Carmen Carbonell recorded her second clean sheet of 2018 with five saves on Oct. 10.
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Rider relives MAAC-final heartbreak
By Rob Rose 

DESPITE 335 days between the last time the teams 
met, the result was the same for the men’s soccer 
team against Fairfield. Rider lost on an own goal 
in the 2017 MAAC Championship game against 

Fairfield, 1-0, and suffered the same fate in a 3-2 defeat 
on Oct. 13. 

“There’s no feel-good stories after this,” said Head 
Coach Charlie Inverso. “We’ve got to go out and win. 
We’ve put ourselves in a bad situation.” 

The Broncs and Stags played a pair of  pivotal 
matches down the stretch last season. The sides 
battled on Nov. 1, 2017 at Fairfield in a contest 
that decided which team would receive home-field 
advantage in the conference tournament set to begin 
the following week. 

The MAAC’s playoff  format is set up to give the 
No. 1 seed a home-field advantage throughout the 
conference tournament and a semifinal home match 
to the No. 2 seed. 

Both teams entered the 2017 regular season finale 
with a 6-1-2 record in the MAAC, knowing the winner 
would receive the conference’s top seed. 

Fairfield won the contest, 3-0, over a Rider team 
depleted by injuries and yellow card caution concerns. 
After a player receives their fifth yellow card, they are 
required to miss the next match. 

When the teams met 11 days later in the 
championship game, although the Broncs were at full 
strength, it was the Stags who emerged victorious. An 
own goal in the 71st minute decided the contest as the 
ball deflected off  junior back Sylvain Coco’s head and 
into the net. 

Coco was a factor in this season’s match as well, 
despite not being on the field. He and junior back 
Arthur Herpreck, Rider’s two starting center backs, 
were unable to play due to yellow card accumulations.

“I don’t think with those two guys in there, those 
goals are being scored,” said Inverso. “But, that’s 
on them, it’s not like they’re out because of  injuries. 
We’ve got to be accountable, there’s no excuse for 
that.”

Coco received his fifth yellow card of  the season 
against Manhattan on Oct. 10 while Herpreck 
received two yellow cards during the same contest 
and was sent off  with a red card, resulting in him not 
being available for the following match.

Missing the pair of  junior center backs, Rider let 
an early 2-0 lead slip away in the second half. Fairfield 
picked up goals in the 60th and 67th minutes to tie the 
game before an own goal in 84th minute gave them a 
3-2 victory in the championship rematch. 

The loss had a little extra sting for the Broncs, who 
had revenge on their minds after last season’s games. 

“In the locker room, we were really aggressive,”  
said junior back Emmanuel Kouma. “We knew 
[Fairfield] beat us in the regular-season final and the 
MAAC final, so we came to the field ready to beat 
them at home.” 

The Broncs jumped out to a two-goal lead with 
scores 10 minutes apart by sophomore forward 
Pablo DeCastro and graduate student forward Elliott 
Otmani. 

DeCastro opened the scoring just before halftime 
by getting on the end of  a left-footed cross from 
Otmani for his fourth goal of  the season. 

Four minutes into the second half, Otmani finished 
a ball flicked toward him by sophomore midfielder 
Taner Bay with his left foot. The goal was Otmani’s 
team-leading fifth of  the season. 

After starting conference play on a three-game 
winning streak, Rider lost consecutive MAAC games, 
including a 1-0 loss at Manhattan on Oct. 10. After 
Herpreck was sent off  in the 77th minute for his 
second yellow card, the Broncs were forced to play 
down a man. 

In the first minute of  overtime, the Jaspers’ Milan 
Devuyst scored off  a rebound to win the game. After 
the losses to Manhattan and Fairfield, Rider had 
allowed the game-winning goal in six of  its seven 
losses this season during the final 10 minutes or in 
overtime. 

With five games left in the season, Rider is tied 
at fourth in the MAAC with Manhattan. The 
top six teams in the conference reach the MAAC 
Tournament and the Broncs are confident they can 
get back on track. 

“We know what we can do,” said Kouma. “We all 
know what we have to do and trust me, we’re going to 
win this.” 

The Broncs’ next two matches are on the road 
before returning home. Rider plays at Quinnipiac on 
Oct. 17 and at Monmouth on Oct. 20.

Graduate student forward Elliott Otmani recorded a goal and an assist in the 3-2 loss against Fairfield on Oct. 14. He leads Rider with five goals.
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“We had some really nice conversations, Dan [Hussong] and I, via Skype just 
talking to her. [I showed] her that this is a very competitive program but, at the 
same time, she’s going to get the best of  both worlds,” Lori Hussong said. “She’s 
going to get a great education. It’s not all about hockey, it’s about having a good 
education, having a good social life and being able to be a regular college student at 
points and I think that played a role in her decision to come here.”

Growing up, Vandam’s life revolved around athletics. She played speedball, 
soccer, which is popular in Belgium, and did gymnastics, but she was drawn to field 
hockey and “started playing rather late for Belgian kids,” she said. 

Vandam attended summer field hockey camps where she was first exposed to the 
goalkeeper position. From there, she flourished into the athlete she is today.

Vandam never expected she would play Division I field hockey. 
In Belgium, playing sports post-high school was obscure, according to Vandam. 

With a little over a year and a half  under her belt, she began to realize what she 
signed up for.

“I envisioned myself  for a while playing at the international level, playing with 
the Belgian national team,” said Vandam. “I didn’t really know what I was going to 

expect playing [field hockey,] but now that I’ve done one-and-a-half  years of  it, I 
know what the big deal is about.”

The rise of  Vandam’s career in her short time at Rider is remarkable. She was 
the 2017 MAAC Co-Goalkeeper of  the Year, which she shared with Sacred Heart’s 
Hailey Power, compiled nine shutouts, allowed five or more goals twice in her career 
and set a new career-high in saves with 15 against Virginia Commonwealth. She 
was also named the MAAC Defensive Player of  the Week three times this season.

In the season opener against Drexel, Vandam allowed a career-high eight 
goals. She’s yet to allow more than four goals since. Being her own biggest critic is 
something Vandam admires about herself, holding herself  to a high standard.

“I always try to be arrogant to myself  so, if  something happens, I’m going to 
be like ‘What’s this all about? You’re so good; you’re so much better — just show 
them,’ so that really gets me into being ambitious and sports-related. I stay humbled 
by that too,” Vandam said. “Even if  I know I can’t really do something or it’s going 
to be hard, I’ll be like ‘So, why don’t you just try it?’ If  it’s something that I failed at, 
in the end, it’s like ‘At least I tried.’ That’s kind of  how I like to live my life and what 
I think is a good virtue.”

Bronc teammates’ unique connection
CONT’D FROM PAGE 12
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Sophomore goalkeeper Lena Vandam was named 2017 MAAC Co-Goalkeeper of the Year after posting five shutouts and recording 107 saves. She was named MAAC Defensive Player of the Week three times in both seasons at Rider.

Inside today: The 
men’s soccer team 
lost two MAAC 
games.  Page 11

Belgian Broncs build unique bond

By Dylan Manfre

THERE are large expectations placed on 17 and 
18-year-old high school seniors to plan their lives 
after graduation. Most choose to attend college; 
a smaller handful attend college in a different 

country; an even smaller percentage play college 
athletics. Sophomore field hockey goalkeeper Lena 
Vandam is doing all three.

Vandam’s journey began in Brasschaat, Belgium, 
the place she called home for 17 years and where most 
of  her immediate family still lives. Vandam described 
the experience like a documentary. 

“I remember last year feeling like I was in a movie 
because you don’t realize the decision you’ve made 
until you’re actually living through it,” Vandam 
said. “You graduate high school, everything’s super 
exciting, that summer is weird because you’re making 
all these big life decisions and you just kind of  do it.”

Curiosity to learn American culture kept her 
at ease with her decision. Vandam referred to the 
popular Michael Jordan quote, “You miss 100 percent 
of  the shots you don’t take,” because it was important 
that she gave college and her new life a chance.

“You see your friends and everyone you know stay 
back home and do a program you’re familiar with,” 
she said. “I’m doing something that I don’t really 
know how to do. You really have to set your own 
example.”

Vandam would soon make a friend whom she has 
more in common with than just athletics. Sophomore 
midfielder Marion Waterkeyn’s hometown, Antwerp, 
Belgium, is eight miles from where Vandam grew up. 

The two never knew each other until they committed 
to Rider. Once they met, an inseparable bond was 
created.

“I didn’t know her up until I came here — we met 
once in Belgium because we knew we were going to 
go to the same college, but we didn’t naturally meet, 
which is weird because we only live 10 minutes apart 
in Belgium,” Vandam said, smiling. “She’s one of  my 
best friends, and I can go to her about anything. She 
has that little feeling of  home. I’m happy to have her 
here because we get along so well and it’s funny to see 
that happening on the other side of  the world.” 

Their connection hasn’t gone unnoticed. Assistant 
Coach Dan Hussong, recalled an off-the-field moment 
from Vandam and Waterkeyn’s first weeks on campus.

“Marion is zany just like Lena is,” Hussong said. 
“They’re free spirits. They can make anything a 
fun time. One of  the first things they did when they 
were here was [buy] bikes and spray paint them blue 
and pink. Everyone on campus knows their bikes. 
That’s just the way they are. That’s what they do in 
Belgium.”

Vandam never thought twice about biking around 
campus, even if  it’s not what the average Rider 
student does.

“You [all] would consider [Rider] a small campus 
but, for us, we’re like ‘This is big so we’re going to 
need something to get us from one place to the other,’ 
and, in Belgium, we bike everywhere,” she said. 

Vandam laughed as she recalled the project.
“I guess it’s a combination of  our two characters,” 

said Vandam. “We went to Walmart,got these bikes 

and we saw the spray paint and were like ‘Alright, let’s 
do this.’ That’s definitely something [that’s] really 
funny because that was in the beginning. I didn’t even 
know her that well.”

Waterkeyn was equally surprised when she 
discovered her future teammate lived so close. She 
believed it happened for a reason.

“We live so far away from home and we landed in 
the same place; it’s a crazy coincidence,” Waterkeyn 
said. “We probably met before but without knowing 
each other or paying attention to each other.”

Waterkeyn didn’t rule out the possibility of  having 
faced Vandam as an opponent at some point in her 
life.

“It’s difficult because she’s a keeper so she’s always 
wearing her pads, and I don’t really remember 
keepers’ faces because of  their masks, but we probably 
played against each other when we were small kids,” 
Waterkeyn said.

Since it’s tough for them to go back home for a 
weekend, they spend their time attending a multitude 
of  on-campus events, taking spontaneous trips to New 
York City and hanging out with friends.

“Anytime there is something to do, we always try to 
do it,” Waterkeyn said. “Even if  it’s the most random 
thing ever, we still go.” 

During the recruiting process, Head Coach Lori 
Hussong preached to the future standout goalkeeper 
that she was going to have a 
well-rounded experience at 
Rider. ➠ SEE BRONC
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