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TRIFECTA TAKES OVER SRC
Flipp Dinero, Young M.A. and PnB Rock performed 
at the annual fall concert. page 6

TIME TO VOTE
The deadline to register to vote is Oct. 16. Are you 
registered to vote? page 8

ATOP THE MAAC
A three-game winning streak has the men’s soccer 
team tied for first place. page 11
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Fire safety reports released

By Lauren Lavelle

A LAWSUIT filed against Rider in response to the anticipated 
sale of  Westminster Choir College (WCC) to Chinese-based 
education company Kaiwen Education was dismissed on Oct. 
2, so that plaintiffs can litigate the entire matter in New Jersey 

courts.
The suit was originally filed in New York by a group of  WCC 

alumni, parents and students hoping to declare the sale of  the 
choir school illegal. 

According to Bruce Afran, the attorney responsible for the case, 
the WCC plaintiffs who filed the suit plan to join the Princeton 
Theological Seminary in their existing suit against Rider. 

“We asked the New York judge for permission to withdraw that 
case without prejudice,” Afran said. “Our purpose in doing so is to 
litigate all the issues in one court, the New Jersey Superior Court 
in Trenton.”

Afran said “withdrawn” was a more appropriate word for the 
status of  the case.

“Our withdrawing from the New York court is only for the 
purpose of  bringing all of  the claims together in one court,” he said. 

Kristine Brown, associate vice president for university marketing 
and communications, maintained the university’s positive stance 
on the nature of  the sale. 

“We take very serious all litigation involving the university,” 
Brown said. “We don’t comment on the specifics of  lawsuits, but 
we are encouraged by this most recent outcome. Our position 
remains the same.We believe this transaction is in the best interest 
of  preserving and enhancing Westminster Choir College. Kaiwen’s 
commitment is real, and we are working hard to ensure this 
transition moves forward.”

PnB Rock performing for students at Rider’s 2018 fall concert in the Student Recreation Center on Oct. 5. Flipp Dinero and Young M.A. opened up for the hip hop artist before his set. 

➠ SEE ARSON 
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By Lauren Lavelle

PUBLIC Safety released the 2017 Security 
and Fire Safety reports to the Rider 
community on Sept. 27. 

The reports, which are compiled 
by Public Safety, Student Affairs, Residence 
Life, Facilities Management, Community 
Standards and local police, are released at the 
beginning of  every fall semester and detail 
the most current crime and fire statistics for 
the Lawrenceville and Princeton campuses. 

“[Public Safety] encourages members of  
the Rider community to use [the reports] 
as guides for safe practices both on and off  
campus,” said Public Safety Captain Jim 
Flatley in a campus-wide email. 

The reports examine statistics for two 
components  — criminal offenses and liquor, 
drug and weapon violations. 

In terms of  liquor law violations, there 
were no arrests on campus or in residential 
facilities on the Lawrenceville campus in 
2016 or 2017, a decrease from just two 
arrests in 2015. As for drug violations, there 
were 28 arrests on campus in 2017, a slight 
decrease from 2016’s 36 arrests. 

Criminal offenses from 2017 mostly stayed 
consistent with their 2016 counterparts. 

Burglary had a minor jump on the 
Lawrenceville campus with 15 cases 
compared to 2016’s 14 cases. Domestic 
violence cases showed a slight decrease 
from 2016 with only 12 cases reported on 

the Lawrenceville campus compared to the 
former 14. Motor vehicle theft also decreased 
from eight cases in 2016 to only one in 2017. 

The most significant jump in regards 
to criminal offenses on the Lawrenceville 
campus was the arson cases from 2016 to 
2017. The number rose from just one case in 
2016 to eight total cases in 2017. 

“All the instances of  arson occurred in 
[Switlik Hall],” said Flatley. “It appears it 
was an anomaly that maybe we had someone 
living in there that was acting out.”

According to Flatley, four of  the eight 
total incidents occurred 
on Oct. 14 of  last year, 
prompting Public Safety 

‘Everyday We Lit’ at Rider 
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Arson level rose in Switlik Hall from 2016 to 2017. 

Westminster lawsuit 
withdrawn from NY court
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Golf cart squabble
It seems like this couple missed their tee time. On Oct. 7 at 6:19 p.m., Public 

Safety was called to the roadway between University House and Omega House 
for the report of a female and male couple arguing on a golf cart. After arriving, 
officers located the couple, who were not Rider students, and attempted to talk to 
them. The female fled after the officers approached her and, after turning to the 
male, Public Safety detected the odor of alcohol on his breath. The officers called 
the Lawrence Township Police who advised the individual he was not allowed to 
operate the golf cart and it would have to be towed off campus.

Can’t shake this off
This wasn’t the kind of show anyone was expecting. On Oct. 5 at 8:48 p.m., 

Public Safety was called to the Student Recreation Center for the report of a fight 
at the annual fall concert. After arriving, officers located a male student and former 
female student who said they were struck in the head after one of the performers 
came into the audience. The Lawrence Police Department was on scene and 
addressed the incident immediately. 

— Information provided by Public Safety Capt. Jim Flatley

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  L A U R E N  L A V E L L E

Graduate program turns ‘career changers’ into teachers
By Theresa Evans 

RIDER’S Post-Baccalaureate Graduate Teacher 
certification program prepares students for future 
careers in the education field.

The program is popular among individuals 
interested in changing their career paths. 

“It’s very scary to try and change careers, but 
it’s actually much more despairing to be in a job 
that you can’t stand or to be working with people 
who don’t appreciate you or appreciate your value,” 
said Kathleen Pierce, a professor in the department 
of  graduate education. “So, if  you’re miserable, 
it’s frightening to change, but it’s also normal to 
find a better path that’s more of  a match for your 
disposition, personality and talents that you didn’t 
even know you had.” 

Students in the program have various educational 
and professional histories including Ph.D.s and MBAs 
and their ages range from 21 to over 50. 

“Some of  them have full careers, others have raised 
their children and are now doing what they want to 
do by pursuing teaching,” said Pierce. “Some of  them 
have worked in schools as aids and paraprofessionals 
and want to become certified teachers, and some 
of  them are still working in jobs and careers, 
transitioning as they’re doing the academic program 
here. Our students are graduate students in the 
department of  graduate education, leadership and 
counseling, but they’re brand new to teaching.” 

A graduate student in the certificate program, 
Daniel O’Heney spent six and a half  years working in 
New York City before coming to Rider. 

“My first role right out of  college was with a small 
tech startup called Warby Parker, and, most recently, 
I worked in advertising sales at ESPN,” said O’Heney. 
“Teaching has always been my plan and was always 
in the back of  my mind throughout my tenure in the 
city. For me, making the transition into education 
was all about aligning my values. I enjoyed my time 
in New York, met some great people, and learned a 
ton of  helpful skills, but my strengths and the things 
that I value most are best served in a classroom and 
on an athletic field. I’m seven months into this career 
transition and, so far, I wouldn’t trade a single day for 
anything.” 

Pierce worked at a standardized testing company 
and as an English high school teacher before 
coming to Rider, allowing her to relate to students 
experiencing a career change. 

 “I had amazing conversations with Pierce and 
several other folks in the Admissions Office, so if  we’re 
being honest, I felt very welcome, wanted and already 
accepted as a part of  the Rider community,” said 
O’Heney. 

O’Heney credits the faculty for influencing his 
choice of  Rider’s program. 

“Another big reason was the efficiency of  the 
timeline,” he said. “As a career-changer, I wasn’t able 
to devote myself  to a full-time academic schedule, so 
the part-time nature of  the program was exactly what 
I needed at this stage in my life.” 

Students in the program take four courses and a 
semester of  student teaching to be certified. 

“My mentor Don Ambrose really established this 
program here and I’m walking in his footsteps because 
he created something that’s a real gem and Rider’s 
the kind of  place that allows us to create work that we 
believe in,” said Pierce.  

Pierce teamed up with local schools and teachers to 
create a hands-on experience for her students. Alumna 
Amanda Schott ‘13 continues the legacy allowing her 
eighth grade students to partner with the graduate 

students. 
Graduate students offer feedback and editing 

advice for Schott’s students, benefiting both parties in 
the midst of  learning.  

“The partnership softens the hearts of  beginning 
teachers to realize that a big part of  what you do as a 
teacher is to be a human being,” said Pierce. “A kind, 
strong adult in a kid’s life. And to be the same person 
on Tuesday as you were last Friday and that’s a really 
important thing just even being there. You can’t fix 
what’s challenging and hard in kids’ lives. But if  you 
create a safe space in your classroom and you’re a 
steady adult everyday for a kid, that’s huge.”  

Arson on rise at Rider
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Former Post-Baccalaureate Teacher certification program students Stephen Hodge (left) and Cary Halliburton (right) joined by 
Kathleen Pierce (top). 

to ensure extra safety measures were in place for Switlik residents. 
“An officer was stationed in that residence hall for 24 hours a day for the 

next three days,” he said. “We worked with residence life staff, the Lawrence 
Township Police Department and the Lawrence Township Fire Marshall to 
figure out who was responsible for doing this.”

Along with increased patrol, Residence Life had a mandatory building 
meeting for Switlik residents and fliers were removed from bulletin boards 
and hallways. 

“We had no [arson] incidents whatsoever after Oct. 14,” Flatley said. 
Now, with last year’s events in mind, Flatley said the frequent fire safety 

checks for residence halls will be more thorough and will rely more on student 
incident reporting. 

“[Your residence hall] is not your home. Mom and dad aren’t here,” 
he said. “Students have a certain responsibility they have to take upon 
themselves. If  they see something wrong or out of  the ordinary, we encourage 
them to call us so [Public Safety] can respond and check it out.”

Juli Ezzo, a community advisor and junior secondary education major, 
conducts four fire safety checks a year for Conover Hall. 

“I look at the walls for things like tapestries and string lights,” she said. “I 
also check the outlets for illegal multi-plugs and extension cords.”

While new rules are not officially in place yet, Ezzo anticipates a few 
changes.

“We have had recent changes to how we can decorate our hallways,” Ezzo 
said. “I think the rules for residents’ rooms will stay the same.”

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1



Oct. 10, 2018    The Rider News 3



4  The Rider News    Oct. 10, 2018

News

Future broncs compete for full scholarship 
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By Gabriela Flis 

AS part of  Rider’s Shared Read 
Program, renowned author 
Moustafa Bayoumi visited 
students on Oct. 2 to discuss the 

meaning and ideas behind his book, 
“How Does It Feel to Be a Problem?” 

His novel focuses on young Arab-
Americans in Brooklyn who faced 
discrimination post-9/11.  

Currently a professor of  English 
and comparative literature at Brooklyn 
College, Bayoumi travels to different 
universities in hopes of  spreading light 
on the modern day discrimination that 
Arab-Americans face.

To kick off  the night, freshman 
biology major Grace Lee, winner of  the 
Shared Read essay contest, introduced 
Bayoumi with a brief  biography and 
explanation of  her own opinion about 
the book. 

Bayoumi took the stage next to 
discuss his novel.

“I know what it is like to be a young 
person and I know what it is like to be a 
minority,” said Bayoumi. “I know what 
it was like to grow up as a young Arab-
Muslim Canadian kid.” 

Throughout the course of  the event, 
Bayoumi discussed seven chilling stories 
from his novel and recounted his own 
childhood experiences that helped him 
create his book. 

“After 9/11 happened, I was in New 
York City and I just thought that this 
must be such a devastating situation,” 
he said. “It was already difficult 
and it was already a kind of  test for 
yourself, like, who am I going to be as a 

minority? And now [after] adding this 
growing hostility around you.” 

According to Bayoumi, the most 
important aspect was obtaining young 
voices he believed could help change 
the world. 

“I am hoping that people can 
connect to the stories on that very 
human level of  trying to understand 
their own lives through the lives of  
others,” he said.

Rider’s Shared Read Program 
revolves around stimulating books 
that help inspire students to better 
themselves and the world around them. 

Through Bayoumi’s presentation, 
Rider students were offered a new 
perspective on the world. 

“The event was very nice, and, 
overall very easy for anyone to 
understand,” said Hamna IIlyas, a 
freshman business administration 
major. “[Bayoumi] went into the 
history of  Islam and America, bringing 
everything together to help the 
audience develop an understanding 
of  his viewpoint. It was interesting 
that he mentioned the statistic that 
Islamophobia rises during every 
election and not after a terrorist 
attack.”

Students were not the only ones 
excited to meet with the author.

 “I thought it was great,” Provost 
and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs DonnaJean Fredeen said. “It 
was very compelling [with] a lot of  
really great information that I wasn’t 
even aware of  that I think is important 
for us to hear.”

The Shared Read Program has 
been very beneficial to Rider students 
in encouraging thinking outside of  the 
box. 

“The shared read is something I 
am very proud of,” said Fredeen. “I 
see students walking around with the 
books.” 

Fredeen mentioned that having 
Bayoumi speak to the community 
proves that the Shared Read Program 

is successful in gaining student 
participation and respect. 

“I’ve said this many times, but I 
believe the hallmark of  an educated 
person is the ability to sit down, read, 
understand and discuss a book that 
addresses complex capacious social 
issues,” said Fredeen. “And I’m really 
glad the community has embraced the 
program the way that it has.”

Shared read author inspires Rider community
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Shared Read author Moustafa Bayoumi speaking to the Rider community on Oct. 2. 

By Ryan Connelly 

FOR the second year, Rider is offering high school students around the nation 
a chance to compete for a full scholarship through the Norm Brodsky Idea/
Business Concept Competition. 

Seniors in high school who have ideas for thorough and well-thought-out 
ideas for business models are eligible for the scholarship. 

This is the second year that Norm Brodsky ’64, a successful businessman and 
entrepreneur, is sponsoring the contest. Brodsky also writes about his successes and 
strategies in Inc Magazine with his popular column “Street Smarts.” He is also the 
author of  “The Knack: How Street Smart Entrepreneurs Learn How to Handle 
Whatever Comes Up.” 

Before Brodsky sponsored the contest, the top prizes were $1,000 cash and a 
$2,000 Rider scholarship. 

In the 2018 competition, the senior winner was high school senior Aniruddha 
Srinivasan. He pitched Omamori, an app designed for tourists who travel around 
the world to get a full experience as if  they lived there. 

The app works off  of  two separate applications, one for the tourist and one for 
the provider. The tourist app has a feature on it for any sort of  help one may need 
when visiting a foreign place. 

An example Srinivasan used in his presentation was getting into a car accident. 
If  that happens, this app can direct a call to someone who can help exchange 
insurance. The other part of  the app is connecting with a tour guide who will assist 
customers in finding things they’d like to do while visiting. 

Not only does the first place winner get a full scholarship to Rider, they also 
receive a plaque and a trophy for their school. The second and third place 
contestants also receive plaques for themselves.   

“Unfortunately, the student who won last year did not come to Rider,”said Lisa 
Teach, the director for the center for entrepreneurial studies. “[It is] something we 
weren’t expecting, but we plan on offering the scholarship to a runner up should the 
scholarship recipient decide not to attend Rider.”  

Although the students competing in the junior and sophomore division are not 
eligible to win the scholarship, there is a prize for them as well. 

 “The winner of  the sophomore and junior division will win $750 and a plaque,” 
said Teach.

“In terms of  going to college, I think this competition can encourage high 
schoolers to extend their education,” said junior entrepreneurship major Dinara 
Kasumova. “Personally, I am very interested in business and, if  I had a great idea 
that got me a scholarship, or an invention I wanted to move forward with, I would 
want to learn more about entrepreneurship and how to make my business idea a 

reality.”
Students from any high school in North America are eligible to enter the contest. 

To qualify, students must submit a 400-word business idea and maintain a 2.5 GPA. 
On Rider’s website, students can find the rubric for what must be included in their 
400-word description. 

“A set of  judges reviews all entries,” said Teach. “The top five entries in each 
division will be invited to present their business concept at Rider before a panel of  
judges. Scores will then be totaled to determine final placement.” 

 All applicants must have their forms submitted no later than Nov. 18. 

Winner of the 2018 scholarship contest Aniruddha Srinivasan presenting his business idea.



By Nicoletta Feldman

BEHIND the doors of  a West Village 
apartment, as music played in the 
background, members of  Press 
Play Productions gathered — 

chatting, joking, socializing — as they 
waited to begin filming their next shot.

To someone who didn’t know any 
better, the atmosphere would have 
seemed more like a group of  friends 
hanging out and having fun rather than 
members of  a short-filmmaking club in 
the midst of  a six-hour long shooting 
session.

The friendly, easy-going 
environment maintained by 
co-Presidents Peter Gillette and Hao 
Ho, both junior filmmaking majors, is 
nothing new to Press Play Productions.  
    Gillette noted the way in which 
former president and recent graduate 
Lauren Cristadoro invited him, Ho 
and others into the club, and wanted 
to replicate it for current and future 
members.

“[Cristadoro] welcomed us with 
open arms, and that’s something that 
we want to do,” Gillette said. “We want 
to welcome everyone who comes in. We 
want to learn their names and get them 
involved.”

Ho said that those involved in 
Press Play Productions are a part of  
“a collaboration of  young, ambitious 
students from the entire university that 
just want to come together and work on 
something, make something nice.”

The sole common denominator that 
joins together the members of  Press 
Play Productions is the desire to be 
involved in filmmaking. Beyond that, 

there are no limitations as to who can 
join or what they can do.

“It’s a group of  scriptwriters, editors, 
filmmakers, even English majors and 
public relations [majors,]” Ho said. 
“It’s just a huge group that wants to 
make short films.” 

Experience level is also not 
something of  concern to Ho and 
Gillette, as the latter expressed that 
“none at all” is required to join the 
club.

“We also want to teach anyone who 
doesn’t know what they want to do,” 
Gillette said. “Even if  you don’t know 
what a camera is or what technology is, 
we’ll teach it to you.”

According to Ho, Press Play 
Productions has typically produced one 
short film per semester, but they are 
aiming for two this fall — “Misguided,” 
which they are working on currently, 
and “Night Talks,” which will be their 
second of  the semester.

“Misguided” was dubbed “more 
ambitious” than any of  the club’s 
previous works by Gillette. Ho added 
that, in the past, the short films ranged 
in genre from dramas to comedy skits, 
but the main focus within the past few 
years has been on dramas — and it’s 
paid off.  

“One of  our dramas, ‘Words 
Unsaid’ won an award at [National 
Broadcasting Society,]” Ho said. “That 
was our first award for Press Play and 
we’re very proud of  that.” 

“Words Unsaid” was produced in 
Fall 2017 and received an award in 
March 2018.

Awards are satisfying, but 

the co-presidents said Press Play 
Productions has given them much 
more.

Along with having acquired “a lot of  
connections and leadership skills,” Ho 
said he has learned how to edit film. 

“I’ve learned everything in film,” 
said Ho. “The whole pre-production 
stage with the scriptwriting and 
storyboarding, the whole production 
stage with the camera, lighting, sound 
and the whole post production, which 
is editing.”

Gillette’s answer closely mirrored 
that of  Ho’s.

“It’s taught me a lot of  leadership 
skills, stuff  that you just can’t learn in a 
textbook,” Gillette said. [I’ve learned] 
how to manage time, how to work with 
other people, how to work in a crew 

and how to properly communicate 
[with people,] whether it be teaching or 
communicating your idea to someone 
else.”

Freshman TV, film and radio 
major Danny Allen Jr., who has prior 
experience within the filmmaking field, 
joined Press Play Productions looking 
to attain what Gillette and Ho already 
had.

“I liked my time in high school, 
but I want an even better experience, 
to learn more advanced techniques,” 
Allen said. “[I want to] help create 
something really great.”

If  interested in joining, students can email 
Gillette or Ho at gillettep@rider.edu or 
hohao@rider.edu. Meetings are held every 
Wednesday at 9 p.m. in Fine Arts 223.
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Lights, camera, action: student creativity expressed through club

Members of Press Play Productions gather in a West Village apartment while shooting “Misguided.”
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By Danielle Jackson

THERE are not enough labels to describe the 
unique talents of  Mel Leipzig; artist, father and 
influencer to name a few. 

Born in Brooklyn but raised in Trenton, 
the local artist spoke at Rider on Oct. 3 about 
his current art exhibit, Octogenarian, in the Bart 
Luedeke Center (BLC).  

For his second show at Rider, Leipzig couldn’t 
have seemed more relaxed. Laughing and interacting 
with fans, he answered all questions and stayed after 
to sign autographs. Leipzig’s artwork adorned the 
walls of  the gallery, telling diverse stories of  families, 
colleagues and friends. His paintings looked like 
photographs that have been painted over. 

When confronted about this, he denied it, calling 
himself  a realist.

 “I’m really trying to show reality in the time that 
I’m living in,” he said. 

He also said he couldn’t be called a realist because 
of  his use of  bright colors and pure blacks and whites. 

Although the subjects of  his art are realistic in 
appearance, their backgrounds aren’t always lifelike. 
For example, his painting “Vincent, Leonardo, Duke 
and the Dinosaurs” shows his two grandsons and 
their dog in front of  two fighting dinosaurs. 

Leipzig’s grandsons were clad in baseball 
uniforms, seated on wooden stools. He went on to 
explain how his grandsons bicker over sports. Leipzig 
described sports as “a form of  aggression” and 
concluded that the dinosaurs from the Museum of  
Natural History best represented his grandsons. 

Diana Kurz, a fellow painter and associate of  
Leipzig’s, also created a painting with an unrealistic 
background in her Holocaust work. 

Kurz sits shadowed by the flag of  the Austro-
Hungarian Empire staring at the audience. The flag 
has portraits of  her family anchoring each corner.

 Born in Austria, her family fled the country 
in 1938; those who stayed behind were lost to the 
violence of  the Holocaust. 

The message of  her family dying in the Holocaust 
was communicated without a word, but is evident 
through the bright colors and dark shadows in the 
painting. 

“You understand the paintings by looking at the 
background,” Leipzig said.

Each painting is part of  a separate series rather 
than one entire collection. All of  the individual series 
have different homes — some at the Natural History 
Museum, others at Leipzig’s own studio. Leipzig 
said as he continues to grow wiser with age, he will 
continue to paint.

BLC Art Gallery Director and professor Harry 
I. Naar invited spectators to a question and answer 
session after the presentation. Described as a 
“formal-informal” talk by Naar, spectators were 
allowed to make comments throughout the show.  

A former art student at Mercer County 
Community College, Andrea Seabridge, attended 
Leipzig’s show. She remembered being a pupil in his 
1970 class. She wasn’t alone. Several former students 
came to tell Leipzig personally what he meant to 
them, and how he inspired them to continue making 
art.

When asked what she took away from the artist’s 
talk, Seabridge simply said, “Paint every day.” 

Leipzig recieved praise from not only his former 
students, but current Rider students as well.   

“I really enjoyed my time visiting the art gallery 
this week,” said Evan Colisto, a senior public relations 
major. “It was a very new and creative experience 
and I hope to attend another on campus soon.”

“Octogenarian" artist Mel Leipzig discussed exhibit in Rider’s art gallery

By Austin Ferguson

RIDER’S annual fall concert 
impressed again as three separate 
acts had the crowd excited from 
start to finish.

Students filed into the Student 
Recreation Center (SRC) on Oct. 
5 to see artists Flipp Dinero, Young 
M.A and PnB Rock perform for this 
year’s event put on by the Student 
Entertainment Council (SEC).

The night started off  with Brooklyn 
native Dinero. Dinero is a rapper 
signed by We the Best Music group 
and Epic Records, with associated 
acts like DJ Khaled and Tory Lanez. 
Dinero video-called Lanez during his 
performance to show off  the energetic 
Rider crowd. 

Dinero’s set was short and sweet, 
setting the tone and bringing the energy 
for the rest of  the night. Though he 
is most known for his hit “Leave Me 
Alone,” Dinero had the crowd moving 
with other tracks, too, like “Running 
Up Bands” and “Wanna Ball.”

Dinero’s performance especially 
caught the eyes of  sophomore sports 
media major Marcus Frierson.

“I only really knew him because of  
‘Leave Me Alone,’” Frierson said. “But 
Flipp definitely put me on notice with 
his other songs. His music is legit.”

The Brooklyn-native theme 
continued as Young M.A took the stage. 

She started her performance with 
“Quiet Storm,” her take on the original 
1999 track of  the same name by hip-
hop artist Mobb Deep. Young M.A 

went on to perform a lineup of  her 
older songs, finishing up with her triple 
platinum 2016 hit, “Ooouuu” and her 
most recent hit “Petty Wap.” 

After a brief  wait, the night’s main 
event, Philadelphia native PnB Rock, 
looked to put the exclamation point 
on an already exciting night. From 
beginning to end, students were singing 
along to all of  the songs PnB Rock 
performed.

PnB Rock looked to test the crowd 
on how much they actually knew, 
playing some of  his less recent songs, 
like his 2015 hits “Alone” and “No 
Time.” To the amazement of  the 
26-year-old, the crowd was able to keep 
up and sing along to each track he 
performed. 

The rapper finished off  the show 
by playing some of  his biggest hits, 
“Selfish” and “Everyday We Lit.” He 
spent a large portion of  his last song 
against the crowd railing, getting face 
to face with the delighted crowd that he 
credited for making the performance 
great.

As a whole, the concert continued 
to leave students looking forward to the 
performances to come.

“This was my second [concert] 
and it certainly won’t be my last,” 
said sophomore elementary education 
major Julio Gonzalez. “These last two 
concerts have been crazy, and I can’t 
wait to see what they put together 
next.”

An “Unforgettable” night unfolds at Fall Concert
By Lauren Minore

RIDER’S Intercultural Greek Council (IGC) featured 
students from several IGC chapters in its Meet 
the Greeks event on Oct. 8, hosted by Rider 
University Greek Council (RUGC) President 

Allen Killiebrew and IGC President Bianca Molina. 
A night of  stepping, strolling and saluting, Meet 

the Greeks showcased students’ core traditions 
by celebrating their affiliated intercultural Greek 
organizations. 

Kappa Alpha Psi, Lambda Theta Alpha Latin 
Sorority Inc. and Chi Upsilon Sigma Latin Sorority 
Inc. were among some of  the intercultural Greek 
organizations at Rider that participated in the event. 

Allison Anderson, junior political science major 
and president of  Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., 
expressed her pride in being a part of  the intercultural 
Greek community. 

“Regardless of  our differences, before I went on 
[to perform,] I had the other organizations motivating 
me,” she said. “That speaks to who IGC is as a 
community.” 

Members of  the Greek community, including 
junior elementary education major and sister of  social 
sorority Delta Phi Epsilon Kelly Rubin, came to offer 
support to their peers and partake in the fun of  the 
event. 

“My experience at Meet the Greeks was very fun. 
They’re [all] so full of  energy and truly love their 
chapters and what they stand for,” she said. “It’s 
such a different experience than watching the social 
sororities and fraternities interact. You can really 
see the dedication and art that they do with their 
performances.” 

Rider alumni and family members of  students were 
also in attendance supporting the organizations. 

“I saw members that were clearly alumni who 
came and had their jackets and shirts with their 
class year on it,” Rubin said. “After all those 

years, they were still so into it and happy to support. 
They also tie members back to their roots and 
cultures, something that doesn’t happen all too often 
anymore.”

Although only about 10 percent of  the student 
population at Rider participate in Greek life, the 
presence of  the community was felt throughout the 
room.

“[It was exciting,] especially seeing organizations 
on a larger level though the chapters at Rider are 
small,” Anderson said. “Somehow, we always find our 
way with 10 guests from other chapters, ready to show 
people why they joined the organization [they did].” 

Junior public relations major and sister of  Lambda 
Theta Alpha Latin Sorority Inc. Kelsey Espada 
is grateful for the opportunities her chapter has 

presented her.
“Being part of  this lovely sisterhood has taught 

me many things, and has definitely been the best part 
of  my Rider experience,” Espada said. “I have been 
able to gain professional skills, personal relationships 
and become a leader in my organization and in other 
aspects of  my life.” 

Meet the Greeks brought intercultural Greek 
members together as a community to celebrate 
tradition.

“Intercultural sororities and fraternities bring 
things back to tradition at Rider,” Rubin said. 

In order to participate in Greek life at Rider, 
students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of  2.5 
or higher and have passed 12 Rider credit hours. 

“Meet the Greeks” event celebrates diversity, culture 

Rutgers University New Brunswick student James Arias of the Beta Chapter of Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity joined members 
of the Iota Chapter at Rider in celebrating intercultural unity at Meet the Greeks. 
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The crowd at the Fall Concert scrambled to take photos and videos of PnB Rock as he performed.
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Artist Mel Leipzig (far right) told the stories behind the artwork in his exhibit, Octogenarian, in 
front of a crowd during the Artist’s Talk event on Oct. 3 in the Art Gallery. 
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Time to register and time to vote 

I WAS in line one day at a local 
grocery store in my home state of  
Maryland. A Hispanic man was 
at the register, conversing with the 

cashier in Spanish. I was surprised 
that the cashier, an elderly white 
woman, was fluent in Spanish and 
was able to assist the man with his 
purchase — the man thanked the 
woman and left the store. 

The next customer, another 
elderly white woman, placed her 
items in front of  the cashier. There 
was no dialogue until the customer 
asked the cashier, condescendingly, 
“Why weren’t you speaking to that 
man in English?” The cashier calmly 
responded that she was working on 
her Spanish and that the man was 
very kind. She finished the woman’s 
transaction and wished her a good 
day.

I have often thought of  this 
moment ever since. It was a small 
but encouraging example of  love 
prevailing over hate. I was grateful 
that the man left the store before 
hearing the comments of  the other 
customer, so that he would not 
have to witness such unwarranted 
hostility. However, I am also aware 
that others are not so fortunate. 

Many of  our peers have faced 
harsh words and actions simply 
because of  their appearance and 
culture — cultures that have 
contributed so greatly to the beauty 
of  this country. 

I hold this previous memory as 
a testament to the overwhelming 
goodwill of  Americans. I believe 
that a majority of  people are guided 
by morals that shed love to all and 
hate to none. At the same time, 
I am aware that there is a power 
structure in place that encourages 
discrimination through both 
legislation and rhetoric. The point 
of  this piece is to bring awareness to 
these injustices and to encourage my 
peers to exercise their right to vote.

The good news is that the 2016 
general election saw about the same 
youth voter turnout as the one held 
in 2012—the election in which 
young people were highly active and 
voted in large numbers for former 
President Barack Obama, according 
to The Center For Information & 
Research on Civic Learning and 
Engagement (CIRCLE). The bad 
news is that there is still only about 
50 percent of  eligible young voters 
going to the polls. 

According to CIRCLE, young 
people, ages 18 to 29, make up 21 
percent of  the population that is 
eligible to vote. This makes young 
people uniquely able to influence the 
outcome of  election results. Paired 
with the fact that our generation 
has the most information available 
to us than any other time in history 
should make for a recipe of  an 
informed and motivated electorate.

Why is it, then, that so many 
young people choose not to vote? 
According to Barbara Franz, the 
chair of  the department of  political 
science at Rider, young people 
have lost interest in the political 
process. Franz believes that the 
continued spread of  misinformation 
and the actions of  politicians have 

contributed negatively to the current 
political climate.

“It is crucial that we get informed 
and understand the historic time we 
are living in. It will not help us make 
smart decisions if  we believe the 
rhetoric that comes from various, 
quite discredited sources in and 
outside of  the government,” said 
Franz.

While the spread of  false 
information and hateful rhetoric is 
startling, it is perhaps not the largest 
issue at hand. Recent legislation 
at the state level aims to decrease 
voter turnout. The passage of  
voter-identification laws has become 
incredibly partisan and politicized. 

These tactics are employed in a 
number of  ways — wiping names 
off  of  voting logs without notifying 
an individual, restricting same-day 
registration and the opportunities for 
voter registration.

“Voter suppression campaigns 
throughout the country have 
targeted the electoral participation 
of  various groups, such as youth, 
people of  color, new citizens and the 
poor,” said Franz. 

The suppression of  voter 
participation is deliberate. There is 
an aging and rotting power structure 
in Washington that would like to 
prevent the tides of  change from 
infringing on its influence.

There are a plethora of  other 
issues facing our country. The 
judicial decision of  Citizens United 
has continued to give billionaires 
massively unequal influence in 
American politics by protecting 
the idea that unlimited campaign 
contributions are protected by free 
speech. 

Health care premiums continue 
to soar, children still remain 
separated from their families at 
our Southern border, the opioid 
epidemic is claiming thousands of  
American lives a year and climate 
change threatens almost every aspect 
of  our current lives.

We should all be concerned with 
the direction our country is going 
in in order to solve these problems. 
The most effective way to voice our 
opinions is to vote. 

Freshman filmmaking, TV and 
radio major Christian McCarville, 
who is registered and plans to vote 
said, “I think a lot of  young people 
do not like how things are ran and, 
to change that, we have to be active 
by voting.”

Students from New Jersey have 
to register by Oct. 16 and can vote 
on campus by visiting Rider.edu and 
going to the NJ Voter Registration 
page. Out-of-state students can visit 
their state government’s website and 
request an absentee ballot. Midterm 
voting begins on Nov. 6.

—Stephen Neukam 
Sophomore political science major 

8  The Rider News   Oct. 10, 2018

@theridernews

@theridernewsfacebook.com/theridernews
www.theridernews.com

ridernewsopinion@rider.edu

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to 
the editor from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s 
telephone number and email address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks 
on individuals or groups are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters to the editor 
for length, clarity, accuracy, grammar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste 
and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, 
which may reject any letter. Send to The Rider News via email at ridernewsopinion@rider.
edu. Letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication. Any tips or 
suggestions can be sent to ridernews@rider.edu.

Ridge House, 2083 Lawrenceville Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 

Phone: 609 896 5256                                                 General Meetings: Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.

Executive Editor
Lauren Lavelle

Managing Editor
Megan Lupo

News Editors
Ryan Connelly
 Theresa Evans

Features and Arts  
& Entertainment Editors

 Nicoletta Feldman 
Lauren Minore

Opinion Editor
 Qur'an Hansford 
Sports Editors

Rob Rose
Stephen Neukam

Photography Editor

Chris Alexander

Social Media Editor
Joe Passero

Copy Editors
Tatyanna Carman 
Amanda Fogarty 
Matthew Garcia

Brynn MacDougall 
Sierra McCoy

Design Manager
Gabriella LaVerdi

 Business/Advertising   
Manager
Jen Boyer

Circulation Manager
Megan Lupo

Faculty Adviser
Dr. Jackie Incollingo 

Opinion

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by 

staff member, Stephen Neukam

ridernews@rider.edu

Norman Van Aken  
Celebrity guest chef coming October 11th and 12th

Sit and eat with Alexa, 
our registered 
Dietitian in our new 
Chat and Chews.
 
Learn about the Super 
Food of the month, the 
pumpkin and the benefits 
on Vitamin-A on October 
10th. Then on October 
24th learn about the new 
G8 station.         

Text us ANONYMOUSLY 
about the various 
locations:

Daly’s: 609-375-1358
Westminster: 609-375-1406
Cranberry’s: 609-375-1343
Starbucks/Andrew J’s/ 
Sweigart Express: 
609-375-1747

Dining

On any meal plan, you will be able to exchange a “meal swipe,” from 
an all-you-care-to-eat-meals dining facility, for a meal during the 
same meal period at participating on-campus retail locations. 
Exchanges used at participating retail locations are comprised of an 
entree, side, and beverage and can be exchanged during a given meal 
period. If you use Meal Exchange, and are on the Carte Blanche or 
Carte Blanche Plus plans, you are unable to swipe at another 
location during that same meal period.

Meal Periods:
Breakfast: 7am-11am
Lunch:  11am-4pm
Dinner:  4pm-10pm
Look for the Meal Exchange Icon on the Menu:

Meal Exchange
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GREEN CORNER

 Addressing the global issue of natural disasters 

NATURAL disasters are plaguing much of  the United States. From droughts and 
wildfires in California to hurricanes coming off the coast and ravaging the 
southeast, these disasters are not only becoming more powerful, but more 
frequent as well. These storms have profound impacts on human life, access 

to resources and cause an extraordinary amount of  damage to infrastructure.    
A common metric of  measuring a storm's impact is the damage and cost 

associated with a disaster. Because storms and natural disasters vary due to 
population, economic growth and changes in reporting standards, the worst 
storms are ones that exceed $1 billion in damages. According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, in 2017 alone, there were over 16 
confirmed disasters that caused over $1 billion worth of  damages. 

To put that into perspective, the entire decade of  the 1980s only saw 21 
disasters that crossed the billion-dollar mark. The natural disasters in 2017 
equated to over $306 billion of  damages. This shatters the previous record, which 
was in 2005 when Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Dennis and Wilma caused $214 
billion in damages. 

Because of  these disasters, local and national governments have been put 
to the test to deal with them. It is their duty to provide aid and relief  to those 
affected, but also to create solutions that help reduce the impact of  future 
disasters. Since repeat incidents of  natural disasters are happening, more needs to 
be done to help reduce the risk and damage of  natural disasters. 

This applies to both a short and long-term views. A short-term solution could 
be something like putting up barriers to prevent flooding onto streets. A long-
term solution could be trying to reduce your carbon footprint, as that helps limit 
greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere. 

Michael Brogan, an assistant professor of  political science at Rider said, “Even 
in the short-term, we need to rethink where we live, how we build infrastructure 
and address vulnerabilities related to disasters. We should not be reacting, but 
there should be ways built in to deal with these disasters. [They] are only going to 
get worse, and our shore is a very vulnerable area, just look at what [Superstorm] 
Sandy did to it.” 

New Jersey has seen some very nasty storms. One being Superstorm Sandy. 
Most people that lived in New Jersey in 2012 experienced Superstorm Sandy 
firsthand. 

According to the New York Times, it caused millions to lose power for an 
extended period and a whopping $70 billion in damages. Even though few 
current students were here at Rider during Superstorm Sandy, Edgar Ress, the 
assistant director of  mechanical services, helped Rider prepare and deal with the 
aftermath of  the disaster. 

“[Superstorm] Sandy affected work because we had no power for four days 
and had to cancel classes and all other activities,” Ress said. 

He added, “I stayed at the Westminster Choir College campus for four days 
straight because I had no power at home,” he said. 

Governments need to address these pressing issues and people need to be 
proactive and not reactive when dealing with natural disasters and climate 
change. We need a long-term view and an altered short-term view to address 
these issues, because we are seeing the results of  a radically changing climate and 
how its affects everyone.

—Rahul Mehta 
Rider Eco-Rep 
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Opinion

TODAY, people have video cameras 
sitting in their back pockets, 
ready at any moment to capture 
anyone’s actions— good or bad. 

Whether you know it or not, someone or 
something is always watching. 

Although, this seems to be an 
invasion of  privacy (and to some extent 
it is) a lot of  times people are able to 
capture acts of  injustice or breaking 
news using their cell phones. This is 
referred to as citizen journalism. 

Citizen journalism is the collecting 
and broadcasting of  information by the 
general public typically on the Internet. 

Armed with mobile devices, the 
public has the power to connect with 
people worldwide and become agents 
of  democracy. The average person has 
the power to speak out, to be a voice 
in conversations across the world that 
could ultimately generate change in 
society. 

 Social media has become the 
platform for the average person to 
state their grievances and objections. 
Powerful movements have ignited 
through viral news, bringing to light 
vital information. 

Twitter, Instagram and many other 
social media sites provide international 
conversation, making it easy and 
convenient to voice an opinion and 
reach out to others who feel the same 
way, sparking conversation.

Social media allows people to 
communicate messages much faster. It 
has become a source for news for many 
people and circulates international 

reports and current events in a way that 
is not guided solely by “mainstream 
media.” Social media allows a 
widespread group of  people to call out 
and correct injustices and inaccuracies 
in the news.

According to Gallup.com, 
"Americans' trust and confidence in the 
mass media ‘to report the news fully, 
accurately and fairly’ has dropped to its 
lowest level in Gallup polling history, 
with 32 percent saying they have a 
great deal or fair amount of  trust in the 
media. This is down eight percentage 
points from last year."

People feel compelled to take their 
phones out and record things other 
people somewhere else would not 
believe. People record anything because 
they can, having visual evidence to 
support their truth. 

Videotaping can act as protection. 
With the intense climate of  police 
officers and motorists in recent events, 
recording traffic stops can offer a sense 
of  security for the driver. 

Civilians have the control to 
give the raw reality of  national and 
international news. They have zero 
incentives and no motives but to inform 
the public. It allows their viewers to see 
inside the world they are unfamiliar 
with yet so close to. 

Sophomore psychology major 
Margaret Prescod said, “Things that 
need exposure, whether it be acts 
of  injustice or everyday overlooked 
situations, should be recorded. Once 
these videos go viral, people start to 

discuss topics that are often tossed 
to the side. It gives people a chance 
to voice their opinions and, in most 
cases, bring others together. Society 
seems to become more passionate and 
empathetic toward any given situation 
when there is video evidence of  it.” 

Sometimes it is OK to press record 
based on instinct because you have a 
feeling someone has to see what you 
see, regardless if  it is three people or 
3,000 people. This is a new age of  

journalism we are undertaking where 
anyone can report their own news 
whether it is locally or around the 
world. 

—Qur'an Hansford 
Sophomore journalism major

Citizen journalism: recording 
to inform the world around us 
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Sports

Freshman forward Carly Brosious was named MAAC Co-Rookie of the Week. She had seven goals this season.
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F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Brosious leads Broncs to overtime win
By Dylan Manfre

FLOATING around a .500 record most of  the season has the Rider field hockey team 
in need of  a spark. Their 2-1 overtime victory over Virginia Commonwealth 
University (VCU) on Oct. 3 filled the void.

Lena Vandam, who was last week’s MAAC Defensive Player of  the Week, 
recorded a career-high of  15 saves. In 11 games this season, all of  which Vandam 
had started, she had recorded a new season-high four times. The VCU match 
marked the second time Vandam recorded double-digit saves this campaign and was 
the sixth time she has done so in her career.

The offensive end of  the pitch would comfortably reside in the hands of  
freshmen forwards Gianna Morganti and Carly Brosious.

Morganti scored the equalizing goal in the 48th minute, tying the game at one 
apiece. It was the first of  her collegiate career. Brosious again came to the Broncs’ 
rescue in overtime, scoring the go-ahead goal, giving Rider its fourth straight victory 
on the road and their second overtime win of  the year.

The forward was named MAAC Co-Rookie of  the Week along with Monmouth’s 
Annick Van Lange on Oct. 1.

“Carly Brosious has been outstanding all year for us and, with every game, she 
gets better and better,” Head Coach Lori Hussong said. “As a freshman, we’re 
depending on her to do a lot of  things that most freshmen don’t have to do at this 
point in their careers.”

 Brosious also scored the game winner in Rider’s 1-0 win at Lock Haven on Sept. 
30 and in their 3-0 victory over Saint Francis on Sept. 16.

With more MAAC games coming up and a roster with little exposure to 
conference play under their belts, Hussong was aware it will take a bit of  time for 
her team to reach their full potential.

“It was really a test to them against Monmouth,” Hussong said. “They realize 
every game is very important in terms of  conference play, in terms of  qualifying for 
the playoffs. Because we had to make adjustments without Julia [Divorra,] we had 
to remake ourselves into what we do well and put kids in different positions in order 
for our team to do well. It’s taking a little bit longer than we thought, but we’re 
getting better with each game.”

Divorra, a freshman midfielder, missed extended time with an arm injury.
Rider concluded its three-game road trip with their second MAAC contest, this 

time, battling LIU Brooklyn with another offensive surge defeating the Blackbirds 
5-2 on Oct. 7, giving the Broncs their first conference win of  the season and 
stretching their winning streak to three games.

The Broncs put three first-half  goals past LIU goalie Molly Jannell, who 
accumulated nine saves in the afternoon. Brosious and junior midfielder Tess 
Coorens scored goals 15 minutes into the contest. 

The goal by Brosious was her seventh of  the year while Coorens went on to score 
her ninth goal of  the season 19 minutes later. 

In addition to her offensive production, Coorens added a career-high two 
defensive saves and was named MAAC Defensive Player of  the Week on Oct. 1.

Freshman midfielder Tess van Ommeren also produced a two-goal game, scoring 
the second and third goals of  her young collegiate career.

In the cage, Vandam executed another strong performance for Rider and 
recorded her third five-save game this season. 

The Rider victory extended its road-winning streak to five games, improving 
their record outside of  Lawrenceville to 6-3.

The Broncs return to Ben Cohen Field on Oct. 12 at 7 p.m. to play their fourth 
and final home game of  the season when they take on Fairfield in their third MAAC 
contest of  the season.
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Sports
M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Rider races past Niagara for comeback win

W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R 

Pascuet’s brace breaks Broncs’ three-game skid
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By Rob Rose

IN a matchup with then last-place Niagara on Oct. 3, 
the men’s soccer team needed a pair of  second-half  
goals to extend its winning streak to three games in a 
2-1 victory. 
“It was a really bad first half, very lackadaisical,” 

said Head Coach Charlie Inverso. “We challenged 
them at halftime. Got to give the assistant coaches 
credit for really good suggestions for adjustments 
that we made in the second half. We played good, 
attacking soccer.”

Graduate student forward Elliott Otmani finished 
the game-winning goal in the 62nd minute off  a 
pass from sophomore midfielder Mathis Catanzaro. 
Otmani received the ball streaking down the left side 
of  the field before cutting inside and setting up a 
right-footed blast into the right corner of  the net. 

Otmani has scored in each of  Rider’s MAAC wins 
this season and his three-game streak with a goal 
made him the team leader with four goals this season. 

After scoring only two goals in their first seven 
games, the Broncs have found the back of  the net 
seven times in three conference games. 

The game-tying goal came from sophomore 
forward Pablo DeCastro in the 54th minute. 
Sophomore back Sergio Aguinaga played a ball 
down the right side that was settled by junior back 
Emmanuel Kouma. The back picked out DeCastro in 
front of  the net and, with a defender draped all over 
him, settled the ball with one touch and unleashed a 
strike into the far-left corner of  the net. 

“It was a really nice goal,” said DeCastro. “That 
particular move is very useful for strikers like me to 
get rid of  the defender and have a good angle of  the 
shot.” 

For DeCastro, it was his third goal of  the season. 
He is nearly halfway to reaching the eight goals he 
finished in his freshman season, which earned him All-
MAAC Second Team and All-MAAC Rookie Team 
honors. 

After not recording a point previously in his career, 

Kouma had an assist in the last two games for Rider. 
The Broncs dominated the other offensive 

categories. They fired 19 shots at the Purple Eagles’ 
net, compared to Niagara’s five and earned nine 
corners while Niagara failed to take a corner kick.

After struggling mightily during nonconference 
play, Rider had found its offensive groove through 
three MAAC games. Its three-game winning streak to 
open MAAC play has the team in a four-way tie for 
first place in the conference with Fairfield, Quinnipiac 
and Marist at nine points. 

“I think the difference has been that we didn’t 
know how to polish the small details,” said DeCastro. 
“Since the the beginning of  conference [play,] we have 
known how to deal with them successfully.”

Last season, the Broncs opened conference play 
with five-straight wins that were part of  a seven-game 

win streak. That winning streak propelled the 
team to a third-consecutive MAAC Championship 
appearance. 

As the Broncs continue MAAC play, their focus is 
not on their recent success but finding their way back 
to the conference championship game.

“We have to look forward to get the victory in the 
next games,” said DeCastro. “If  we continue working 
together and trusting each other, we will have the 
chance to win the championship.”

Rider’s next match is on the road against 
Manhattan on Oct. 10 before returning home for 
a showdown with Fairfield, the team who defeated 
Rider in the 2017 MAAC Championship game. 

The Broncs welcome the Stags to Ben Cohen Field 
on Oct. 13 at 7 p.m. The game can be streamed on 
ESPN3. 

Sophomore forward Pablo DeCastro scored in Rider’s 2-1 victory over Niagara on Oct. 3. He is second on the team with three goals in 2018.

By Stephen Neukam

THE women’s soccer team snapped a three-game 
winless streak behind the strength of  junior 
midfielder Valeria Pascuet as the team beat Iona 
away 3-2 on Oct. 3.

The first 10 minutes of  the game were action-
packed, with three goals scored in the span of  65 
seconds. In the ninth minute, Pascuet scored the 
opening goal of  the contest off  a corner kick. 

Only 18 seconds passed before senior forward 
Kourtney Cunningham doubled the Rider lead to 2-0 
by scoring her sixth goal of  the season off  an assist 
from senior midfielder Sam Picinich.

The celebration for the Broncs was short lived as 
Iona pulled a goal back just 47 seconds later and put 
a dent into the Rider lead 2-1. Iona equalized in the 
52nd minute, tying the game at 2-2 and putting Rider 
in another tough position against a MAAC opponent. 

Fortunately for the Broncs, Pascuet continued her 
impressive season and scored from a free kick in the 
60th minute from just outside the 18-yard box to 
secure a Rider win at 3-2. 

“[It] was a tense game that could have gone very 
differently,” said Head Coach Drayson Hounsome. 
“For us, it was good to see how we controlled a 
possible [frustrating] situation and focused on the only 
thing that was important, which was to get the win.”

With the performance, Pascuet took the conference 
lead in points with 16 and notched her sixth goal of  
the year. Pascuet and Cunningham also rank second in 
the conference with their goal totals.

Perhaps even more impressive than the sheer 
offensive output of  Pascuet, was her ability to perform 
in the clutch. She has scored three game-winning 
goals for the team so far this season, which was good 

for second in the conference.
The victory puts Rider at fifth in the conference, 

holding a record of  2-2-1 in MAAC play. Above the 
Broncs sat Niagara and Quinnipiac with 10 points and 
Marist and Monmouth with 12 each. Iona remained 
last in the conference.

Iona totaled just one point thus far in conference 
play. Only St. Peter’s finished with one or fewer points 
since the 2012 season.

Rider continues to play without standout freshman 
defender Niamh Cashin who is currently in Croatia 
playing for the England U19 women’s team in Union 
of  European Football Association U19 Championship 
qualifying. 

The team played all three of  its games already, 
defeating Malta 9-0, Croatia 8-0 and Slovakia 4-0. 

Cashin earned her first career start for the U19 
team on Oct. 4, lining up at center back and playing 
all 90 minutes of  the game. She appeared in the other 
two games as a substitute. England currently sits at the 
top of  its qualifying group.

The team has missed Cashin, as the Broncs 
conceded just three goals in her three starts this season 
and held pre-season MAAC favorite Monmouth to a 
clean sheet in a game that saw Cashin score the game-
winning goal.

Following that Sept. 16 victory, Cashin explained 
that the game would “build confidence” for the squad.

This was a confidence that may have been 
squandered during her absence, with the team posting 
a 1-2-1 record.

The Broncs will return home on Oct. 10 to face 
Manhattan at Ben Cohen Field at 7 p.m. The game 
will also be streamed on ESPN+.Junior midfielder Valeria Pascuet leads Rider with six goals in 2018.
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Junior libero Rachelle Runyon had 17 digs in the 3-0 victory against St. Peter’s on Oct. 3. She leads the Broncs and is tied for fifth in the MAAC with 257 digs this season. Runyon is on pace to eclipse her 272 digs in 2017.

Inside today: Two 
field hockey players 
earned MAAC 
honors.  Page 10

V O L L E Y B A L L

Broncs blank Peacocks in 3-0 sweep

By Lauren Amour

SENIOR hitter Hailey Riede once again led the 
volleyball team to another stellar sweep. 

The Broncs were in MAAC play against 
St. Peter’s Peacocks on Oct. 6 at home. Riede 

continued to make history as she recorded 10 kills for 
the match and posted a .333 attack percentage. She 
secured third place in program history with 1,128 kills.

Her teammate, sophomore hitter Meredith 
Pellegrino, contributed to the Broncs’ 3-0 sweep 
against St. Peter’s by recording 14 kills of  her own 
and posting a .481 hitting percentage for the match. 
Her zero attack errors also contributed to one of  her 
best matches of  the season. The Broncs defeated the 
visiting Peacocks by scores of  25-19, 25-19 and 25-17.

Freshman setter Anilee Sher also contributed to 
the Broncs’ 17th straight win against St. Peter’s by 
completing another double-double, due in part to her 
41-assist, 10-dig performance.

Junior libero Rachelle Runyon led the Rider 
defense with 17 digs, which was her ninth time 
producing 10 or more digs in a game. Defensive 
teammates, sophomore libero Brynn Sherbert and 
freshman libero Ellen Paddock chipped in with a 
combined 13 digs for the match.

As a whole, the team produced a season-high attack 
percentage of  .364, the third time this season they 
have posted a percentage over .300.

“It’s rewarding to see that type of  effort and 
performance,” said Head Coach Chris Feliciano. 
“Our ball control and first touch did a great job today 
and took pressure off  [our setters].”

The Broncs’ sweep of  St. Peter’s was needed after 
they dropped an away game 3-2 against Iona on Oct. 
3. 

In the MAAC match-up, Rider and Iona went 
back-and-forth with the first team to score 20 points 
in each set ultimately losing. Despite the upset, seniors 
Savannah Logan and Riede continued to impress by 
each posting 15 kills. Junior hitter Alexa Shello aided 
by having 12 kills of  her own.

Sher’s 44-assist, 16-dig game helped the middle to 
a successful match, despite the disappointing five-set 
loss. Runyon, Sherbert and sophomore setter Danielle 
Blanco all had strong performances defensively as 
well, with Runyon posting a career-high 37 digs for 
the match. Blanco contributed 12 digs and Sherbert 
had 10. 

Logan’s double-double also helped to hold off  the 
Gaels and prevented the Broncs from being swept.

The conference loss against Iona ended a four-
match winning streak for the Broncs against their 
MAAC opponent.

The Broncs wrapped up their three-game set with 
a nonconference match-up against the Coppin State 
Eagles on Oct. 7. 

Unfortunately, the Broncs fell in five sets against 
Coppin State, losing by scores of  25-14, 25-21 and 
15-9. 

In the final frame, the Eagles held on for a win, 
continuing from their 3-0 sweep against the Broncs 
last season.

Rider struggled throughout the game with 32 
attack errors, which helped to lead the 6-16, 1-2 
MAAC Coppin State to a successful and much-needed 
win against the .500 Broncs.

Shello helped pick up the pieces for the Rider 
offense, who led the team with seven kills. Riede and 
senior hitter Perry Williams each had six kills.

Sher’s steady middle play with 32 assists and eight 

digs, along with Runyon’s 16 digs and Blanco’s 10 
helped the defense to hold off  the surging Eagles.

The Broncs are now 2-2 all-time against Coppin 
State.

The Broncs return home against two MAAC 
rivals, Canisius and Niagara on Oct. 13 and Oct. 14, 
respectively. In their last match-up against Canisius on 
Sept. 23, Rider suffered a 3-0 sweep against the Griffs. 

In their last contest against the Niagara Purple 
Eagles on Sept. 22, the Broncs swept their MAAC 
opponent, 3-0. 

These two upcoming conference games are decisive 
for the Broncs, as their record now sits evenly at the 
.500 mark at 8-8. Their record against MAAC teams 
also lies at .500. 

Fortunately, the Broncs are at home for both 
contests and their record at home is 3-2, as opposed to 
their road record of  3-5.

Despite the up-and-down nature of  the conference 
season so far, Runyon remained confident in the 
team’s ability.

“There are many positives that have come from 
MAAC play,” said Runyon. “Everything is a learning 
experience. I am very optimistic about the team’s 
chances going forward. We have a very talented group 
of  girls and I have no doubt in my mind that we will 
finish as a top team.”

Just 11 matches remain for the team, with 10 
of  those matches against MAAC teams. The one 
exception is a game against Fairleigh Dickinson on 
Oct. 24. 

Only five of  the remaining matches will be at 
home. The Broncs remain hopeful for a successful 
conclusion of  the season, and look to advance to the 
postseason.
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