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ON the 17th anniversary of  the 9/11 attacks, the Rider commu-
nity gathered in front of  Moore Library to honor the heroes 
and victims that were personally affected, including eight 
Rider University and Westminster Choir College alumni. The 

students, faculty, staff  and administration were joined by local police, 
firefighters, EMS departments and National Guard soldiers.

The welcome ceremony was presented by Boris Vilic, dean 
of  the college of  continuing studies and the university President 
Gregory Dell’Omo, who stated the opening remarks. Prior to 
the traditional wreath laying, Reverend Katie Mulligan led the 
invocation in remembrance and honor of  the victims, their families 
and all of  the first responders that did everything in their power to 
protect our country in times of  hardship.

“The September 11 National Day of  Service and Remembrance 
is an opportunity for us, as a community, to gather in tribute to 
those who lost their lives or were injured in the terrorist attacks in 
2001,” said Vilic. “It is also an opportunity to remember the spirit 
of  unity, selflessness, and compassion that we witnessed during 
the aftermath, and commit ourselves to be of  service to others. At 
Rider, we also remember our students and alumni who were killed 
in the attacks by reading their names, thus showing that they will 
never be forgotten.” 

Catherine Rommel, a sophomore popular music major, 
performed a moving rendition of  the National Anthem during the 
ceremony followed by the wreath laying by Dell’Omo and Olivia 
Barone, Student Government Association President. 

“It’s a huge privilege to get this opportunity,” Rommel said. “I 
was proud of  myself  [because] I have shown my professors that I 
am capable of  performing for the school. I didn’t really care in the 
moment how good my musicianship was, I just sang, uniting people 
with the music.”

The bugle call was played by the President of  the Rider 
University Veterans Association, Zane Birnie, 
at the memorial site to accompany the 
lowering of  the American flag.

By Lauren Lavelle

AN additional lawsuit attempting to block the sale of  Westminster Choir College 
(WCC) was filed against Rider on Sept. 10, joining the two previous lawsuits in 
the fight for WCC. 

The new lawsuit was filed on Sept. 10 by The Westminster Foundation, 
an independent organization which says it is dedicated to preserving the future of  
WCC. The suit alleges that the sale of  WCC to a Chinese company will interfere 
with students’ academic freedom and independence. The Westminster Foundation 
will also join the Princeton Theological Seminary on its current lawsuit against 
Rider which claims that, according to the 1935 trust agreement, the Seminary has 
beneficial rights to the land.

The Rider News reached out to Anne Stewart, associate vice president for 
communication at the Princeton Theological Seminary, and she said the seminary 
did not have a comment on the lawsuit at this time. 

“We will not sit by and let our academic and artistic freedoms be threatened,” 
said Constance Fee, president of  The Westminster Foundation, of  the new lawsuit. 
“This is the first time that an authoritarian government will be seeking to directly 
control an American college.”

 WCC Professor Joel Phillips, the AAUP’s assistant grievance officer, further 
explained what the lawsuit means for the future of  WCC. 

“This new lawsuit is alleging that the government, not the people, but the 
government of  China, which is authoritarian and oppressive, would be the owner of  
Westminster if  this transaction goes through,” said Phillips. 

Phillips provided an example of  how the Chinese government has already 
infringed on WCC’s freedom. 

“When the Westminster choir goes to China to perform in October, it had to 

submit its program to the government of  China for approval,” he said. “That’s 
obviously a violation of  academic freedom.” 

Bruce Afran, the attorney representing The Westminster Foundation in the new 
lawsuit, echoed Phillips’ statements and questioned Kaiwen’s 
ability to provide academic independence to WCC’s students. 

“Kaiwen is a government-controlled company,” Afran 

Campus unites to honor 
9/11 victims, 17 years later

Williamson Hall at Westminster Choir College. 
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Lawsuit seeks to protect students’ academic freedom
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WCC endowment potentially threatened by Chinese buyer 
By Lauren Lavelle 

NEW information from Rider’s chapter of  the 
AAUP revealed Kaiwen Education plans to 
absorb Westminster Choir College’s (WCC) $20 
million endowment regardless of  what the fac-

ulty union claims are state and federal laws prohibiting 
it.  

A statement released by the AAUP on Sept. 5 
disclosed that, in a recent filing with the Shenzhen 
Stock Exchange, Kaiwen Education was asked for an 
asset evaluation report regarding the choir school and 
made their goal apparent.

“The scope of  the acquisition subject includes all 
tangible assets, intangible assets, real estate and used 
or available rights of  the Westminster Choir College, 
Westminster Conservatory of  Music and Westminster 
Continuing Education, including but not limited to 
school premises; teaching equipment and facilities; 
licenses, agreements and other instruments related to 
such schools; all the courses; receivables; operational 
information and records; intellectual property, etc., 
as well as the donated funds to be transferred to 
Westminster Choir College and all the newly added 
donations received before the delivery date,” Kaiwen 
said in their filing. 

According to Jeffrey Halpern, the AAUP’s chief  
grievance officer, Kaiwen’s decision to take the 
endowment goes against a federal tax code stating 
not-for-profit institutions should not be operated for 
the benefit of  private interests.

“The Kaiwen filing reveals that the endowment of  
Westminster Choir College, a non-profit corporation 
with tax deductible status, along with the campus and 
all College assets would become the property of  a for-
profit company,” Halpern said in the statement. 

Halpern, in his statement, said the issue warranted 
government investigation. 

“If  this sale is consummated, those assets will now 
benefit the for-profit corporation and its shareholders 
and that, we believe, is in clear violation of  state and 
federal law,” he said. 

Larry Livingston, interim president for the 
Westminster Choir College Acquisition Corporation, 
insisted the endowment fund would be used 
appropriately after the sale of  WCC. 

“The endowment fund will be used solely to 
support the vision of  sustaining and growing 
Westminster Choir College’s reputation as a world-
class music school, and maintaining it as an artistically 
pre-eminent, academically rigorous and fiscally sound 

institution,” he said. “WCC has an approximately 
$20 million endowment fund, which will stay with the 
college after the transfer from Rider University. That 
fund must and will follow and respect the donors’ 
intent.”

Livingston also refuted the the claim that the 
endowment would be used for for-profit organizations. 

“The transfer of  the endowment fund is subject to 
regulatory review and approval, and all requirements 
under that process will be met,” said Livingston. 
“Given the legal requirements, any suggestion that the 
WCC endowment fund could or would be spent by 
any for-profit organization is unfounded.”

Halpern argued that the various donations WCC 
receives were donated to a not-for-profit institution, 
not for Kaiwen to take and keep. 

 “All of  these donations were made with the express 
and specific understanding that they were to a not-
for-profit institution organized under New Jersey and 
federal charitable laws. Their transfer to a for profit 
commercial enterprise violates those regulations and 
the express wishes of  the donors,” Halpern said in 
the statement. “This sale constitutes a raid on those 
assets and should be investigated by the appropriate 
governmental agencies.”

“Among the gathered faculty, staff  and students are those who have lost loved ones in the attack and, 
therefore, the service is a way for us to show them that we stand by them,” said Vilic. “We also invite the first 
responders and active duty service members to join us in order for us to thank them for their service.”

 Additionally, the names of  the Rider University alumni who lost their lives on Sept. 11, were read aloud by 
Barone. Each name was followed by a bell toll sounded by Westminster Choir College student, David Sherman. 

“It is hard to believe the events of  that tragic day took place 17 years ago. Although much time has passed, 
it is still as important as ever to remember the thousands of  lives that were impacted by those heinous acts of  
terrorism, ” Brown said. 

Mulligan made a benediction of  blessings for the lives that were lost and the families that were affected. Vilic 
recited the closing statements at this event.

“As time moves forward and our lives and world has changed, we still find it important and helpful to come 
together as a community to reflect on that day, and observe a moment together in honor of  the victims, especially 
the Rider University alumni who lost their lives, and honor the sacrifices of  the brave first responders,” Brown 
said. 

Rider University continues to encourage students and faculty to participate in numerous service projects 
with local agencies in honor of  the attacks on 9/11. In efforts to keep students engaged and aware of  historical 
circumstances, Rider University students received a guided tour of  the Flight 93 Memorial by Doctor Glenn 
Kashurba. 

Kashurba is currently a child psychiatrist who worked closely with the victims’ families after 9/11.
The Rebovich Institute remains a primary source for the dedication of  the Tower of  Voices at the memorial.
As stated from the Rider University Statement of  Community Values, “In our endeavor to make Rider 

University a just community, we commit ourselves, as caring individuals... And through the time we spend here, 
we are forever joined to each other and to Rider University.”

Rider University Remembers:
Mary Yolanda Dowling ‘81 - Princeton Campus
Kenneth Ledee, CSS - Lawrenceville Campus
Gary Lutnick ‘87 - Lawrenceville Campus
Domenick “Mosh” Mircovich ‘83 - Lawrenceville Campus
Ferdinand “Fred” Morrone ‘77 - Lawrenceville Campus
Thomas Regan ‘80 - Lawrenceville Campus
Alison Wildman ‘93 - Lawrenceville Campus
Kenneth Zelman ‘86 - Lawrenceville Campus

Rider remembers those lost 
in 9/11 at annual memorial
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
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AN earlier headline and photo caption 
of  the article “Livingston promoted to 
WCC Interim President” misidentified 
the position of  Larry Livingston. He is 

the interim president of  WCCAC, not WCC.

New lawsuit hopes to block WCC sale to Kaiwen Education
said. “The Chinese government requires all schools and universities to adhere to 
governmental ideology. China has attempted to censor not only its own schools but 
schools in the U.S. and other Western countries.”

Afran referred to the Westminster Choir College Acquisition Corporation 
(WCCAC), a nonprofit entity set to run WCC after the transaction is complete, as a 
“sham” used to cover up Kaiwen’s true intentions. 

“It is not an independent nonprofit, it is a commercial company, which is illegal,” 
he said. 

Despite the continuous pushback, Rider stands firm with its decision to pick 
Kaiwen to take over the choir school. 

“Rider University is aware of  the lawsuit filed by the Westminster Foundation 
in the Superior Court of  New Jersey,” said Kristine Brown, associate vice president 
of  university marketing and communications. “As we’ve long told the campus 

community, we believe Kaiwen is in the best position to preserve and enhance 
Westminster Choir College, including their pledge to invest $16 million into the 
college over the next five years. Their commitment is real, and we are working hard 
to ensure all regulatory approvals required for the transition to WCCAC.”

According to Afran, if  the lawsuit is successful, one of  two things will happen to 
WCC.

“[Either] the deal will not go forward and Rider will continue to operate 
Westminster as it always has, [or]  the court will appoint a special master to start 
the process of  separating Westminster from Rider and creating an independent 
Westminster,” he said. 

Phillips added, “I actually do think these lawsuits have merit.  No matter what, 
they will push beyond the day of  the proposed conclusion of  this transaction.”
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A Wreath layed among flagpoles to honor 9/11 victims at Rider’s 
annual 9/11 memorial. 

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
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Sept. 17
A Diverse Welcome Reception
A reception to welcome and introduce incoming 
freshman and transfer students to the many diverse 
multicultural clubs and organizations that enrich Rider 
University’s campus in different traditions and cultures.
5 to 6 p.m., BLC Cavalla Room

Sept. 19
Finding Your Power to Break 
Through - Part 1 
This event is of a 2-part discussion panel, with Rider 
students and faculty, into which the Rider University 
Community may take a glimpse of  the world of 
Hispanic/1st Generation college students. Dr. Silvia Mazzula 
will join us in a panel discussion, telling us about her 
journey and providing advice on how to navigate through 
the challenges of being a minority advancing through 
academia. Dr. Mazzula is a much sought after expert who 
has extensive experience with underserved communities. 
6:15 to 8 p.m., NJM Community Room

Sept. 20
Finding Your Power to Break 
Through - Part 2
Conversation Café Series. This event is the second part to 
finding your power to break through. We have examined 
the challenges faced by Hispanic/1st Generation college 
students, now the discussion will center on how to 
maintain a positive and healthy outlook on our lived 
experiences.                           
11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Daly Dining Hall Mercer Room

Sept. 21
Come Dance with Us and
Latin Pub Night! 
Kick off the evening learning about the basic steps to 
popular Latin dances, followed by an evening of fun, 
excitement and entertainment. The first 10 guests who 
bring flags from their home countries will be eligible for a 
free gift. There will also be a raffle for gift cards. 
7 to 8 p.m. and 9 p.m. to 1 a.m., BLC Pub

Oct. 4
Latin Bingo Night
A fun and educational experience, Latin Bingo Night will 
use Spanish Bingo cards to educate about Hispanic/
LATINO culture. Prizes! Prizes! Prizes! 
9:15 to 10:30 p.m., 
Daly Dining Hall Lawrenceville Room

In collaboration: 
LASO, Center for Diversity and Inclusion, Office 
of Campus Life, Rider’s multicultural clubs, 
and Fraternity and Sorority Life organizations.

Approved by Campus Life - 10/6
Partially Funded by MSAF

S E P T E M B E R  1 5  t o  O C T O B E R  1 5

HISPANIC
HERITAGE
MONTH 2018 

Center for  
Diversity and Inclusion

Unity + Diversity = University

 www.rider.edu/events/HispanicHeritageMonth

Quienes Somos? 
(Who are we?)

JOIN
US!
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By Jennifer Boyer

AS of  Sept. 6, all Rider students 
were able to use the Lyft app 
through Rider with no charge 
from Thursday to Sunday, 10 

p.m. to 6 a.m. each week. 
Lyft advocates a reliable and 

convenient way for students to get back 
to campus late at night. 

“I think that it is awesome that 
Rider and Lyft are partnering,” said 
Roxana Aguilar, senior public relations 
major. “It’s great for the university to 
be thinking about students safety. I 
know my freshmen year, we did have a 
safe ride system, but people didn’t know 
about it or used it as their only way of  
getting back on to campus.”

The “Rider Smart” program is 
aiming to prevent impaired driving 
around the community. Rider students 
can make a Lyft account using their 
Rider email address. Students must 
then call Public Safety after returning 
to campus. 

“I think using an app is great 
because most college students already 
use Lyft or Uber. It’s easy to use and 
convenient for students,” Aguilar said.

“I believe this method is safer 
because if  someone did not have this 
option they could potentially put 
themselves in a unsafe situation for 
a ride back to campus,” said Taylor 
Jaenicke, senior digital media major.

Aguilar mentioned that this 
shouldn’t be a student’s first option 
when coming back to campus. Students 
should already have a ride planned 
when leaving campus. 

“The goal is to get students back 
to campus safer,” said James Flatley, 
captain of  Public Safety. “I think that 
this is a great opportunity and kind of  
unique. I think Lyft has more operators 

and drivers than the old program.”
Students who use the Lyft program 

have to be picked up within 10 miles 
from either the Lawrenceville or 
Princeton campuses. From there, they 
will be brought back to their campus. 

 “Using Lyft allows our students 
to use an app-based system that gives 
them more control such as setting 
their pickup location, tracking their 
own ride, and driver info,” said Mary 
Amato, director of  international 

auxiliary programs. “The technology is 
available now, and it just makes more 
sense to take advantage of  a service 
that already is familiar to students.”

In this pilot program, “We chose to 
cover late night needs of  students who 
need reliable transportation back to 
campus. We will monitor the program 
throughout this first semester to see 
if  any parameters can be changed to 
enhance the program further,” Amato 
said.

Each ride covers up to $20 worth 
of  ride credit. Students are able to 
use two Safe Rides per semester from 
Thursday-Saturday 10 p.m.-6 p.m. 

To learn more about Rider’s Safe Rides 
program, visit www.rider.edu/saferides.

Rider has partnered with Lyft, a ride-sharing app, for “Rider Smart,”  a program that works to help students avoid unsafe driving situations  after nights out. 

Students visit Flight 93 crash site, learn history of 9/11 
By Joe Passero

ALTHOUGH remnants of  tropical storm Gordon 
slammed southwest Pennsylvania on Sept. 9, the 
heavy emotions carried by citizens who attended 
the Tower of  Voices dedication ceremony could 

not be weathered.
Hundreds of  people, including 14 Rider students 

and staff  led by Rebovich Institute faculty members 
Micah Rasmussen and Jim Castagnera, attended 
the ceremony. The ceremony took place just a short 
distance from the location where United Airlines flight 
93 careened into the ground on Sept. 11, 2001, in 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

Mark Schweiker, former governor of  Pennsylvania 
and current Rider University Board of  Trustees 
member, invited Rider students and staff  to the 
dedication ceremony.

“We put together what we thought would be an 
engaging weekend of  learning and hoped students 
would be interested,” said Rasmussen. At first, 
Rasmusen was not sure how students would feel about 
the lengthy journey. She was pleasantly surprised.  

“We knew it would be a grueling 500-mile journey 
to the memorial and back in little more than 24 
hours,” said Rasmussen. “We weren’t sure how 
students would respond.  We were gratified and a little 
surprised by everyone’s strong and immediate interest 
with virtually no lead time between the beginning of  
the school year and the trip.”

Schweiker, along with disaster psychiatrist Glenn 
Kashurba, answered questions from students and 
faculty Rider party and recalled their memories from 
the tragic day of  Sept. 11.

“We knew the Saturday night briefing by Gov. 
Schweiker and Dr. Kashurba would be a compelling 
opportunity to learn directly from two of  the folks 

who were on the front lines of  Pennsylvania’s response 
to a national emergency,” Rasmussen said. “What 
we could not have predicted was how engaged our 
students were in the evening—how they made the 
most of  their time with these responders.” 

The Saturday night outing was followed by a cool, 
rainy day on the site where United flight 93 crashed. 

The dedication ceremony for the symbolic 
structure began at 1 p.m. on Sept. 9. 

“The Tower [of  Voices] is literally a living 
monument to and incredible display of  valor and 
heroism aboard United flight 93,” Schweiker said.

The Tower of  Voices is made of  concrete, strong 
and 93-feet tall. In the tower, there are 40 unique 
chimes which stand for all the passengers who 
perished that day

“This 93-foot-tall concrete structure with 40 chimes 
is meant to guarantee that their voices float across 
Somerset County and western Pennsylvania forever,” 
Schweiker said.

To visit the flight 93 National Memorial, visit www.nps.gov. 

The Wall of Names at the crash site of United Arlines flight 93. The names of the passengers and crew that lost their lives are inscribed on 
the marble walls of the memorial in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 
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Lyft gives safe rides to students through “Rider Smart”
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Arts&Entertainment

Go Trunk-or-Treating, play Alien Laser Tag,
Monster Mini-Golf, Glow-in-the-Dark Corn Hole & more!

Vote for the film you want to watch
at 1077TheBronc.com

*Rain date: Friday, October 26

C H E E S E S T E A K S
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Charleston: a city of cobblestone streets, palm trees and southern charm
By Megan Lupo

WITH multiple museums, a prominent city 
market, stream of  horse and carriage tours and 
restaurants filled with classic Southern comfort 
foods, the vibrant yet quaint town of  Charleston, 

South Carolina takes pride in their culture and history all-
year long. The celebration of  art and music only intensifies 
when the Spoleto Festival USA commences and disperses 
its entertainment into the area’s churches and theaters each 
spring. 

The 17-day festival was created in 1977 when famed 
composers Gian Carlo Menotti and Christopher Keene, 
amongst others, wanted to create an American equivalence 
of  the annual event in Spoleto, called the  Festival of  
Two Worlds in Italy, according to the Spoleto Festival 
USA’s website. Resembling the essence of  European 
charm, the Charleston location proved to be “intimate 
enough that the festival would captivate the entire city, yet 
cosmopolitan enough to provide an enthusiastic audience 
and robust infrastructure.”

Taking in the sights and atmosphere of  Charleston 
during the 2018 festival was junior accounting major 
Alyssa Bromke on a week-long class trip to the city taught 
by chair of  the English department Jack Sullivan, as part 
of  his American Studies course. 

“My first reaction to Charleston was awe. There was a 
suburb feel and friendliness with a city hustle and setup,” 
Bromke said, reflecting on her time there from May 30 to 
June 7. “Charleston had a new city feel, while having a 
rich history and landmarks.”

Needing global and cultural liberal arts credits, 
Bromke said she did not want to passively learn about 
culture in a classroom setting. She wanted to be present in 
experiencing another place’s way of  life. 

In doing so, she found an appreciation for the 
performing arts, as each show she saw was both innovative 
with and faithful to its art form. 

“I enjoyed the festival so much. It brought so many new 
and creative spins to many of  the things that have been 
around for hundreds of  years, such as operas,” Bromke 
said. 

“The performances that Sullivan’s class saw included 
the operas “The Secret Marriage” and Pia de’ Tolomei, 
the concert of  composer Johannes Brahms’ “A German 
Requiem,” a theater production of  “The Flying Lovers 
of  Vitebsk” and a Westminster Choir concert at the 
Cathedral Church of  St. Luke and St. Paul.

Since the 1977 start, the Westminster Choir had 
been featured in the festival. Their first conductor was 
Joseph Flummerfelt, who served as the director of  choral 
activities at Spoleto for 37 years, according to the Rider 
website. Joe Miller is the current conductor and artistic 
director for choral activities. 

“Being the artistic director for choral activities for the 
festival is artistically rewarding and personally fulfilling,” 
Miller said. “The commitment of  so many people, 
including a committed artistic staff  and a tour de force 
board of  directors, to enrich the musical fabric of  the 
United States and to bring together so many voices from 
around the world is inspiring to our students and to me.” 

As for Westminster Choir’s future in performing at 
the festival after Kaiwen Education assumes control of  
Westminster Choir College (WCC), Miller, who is also the 
director of  choral activities at WCC, said that the choir is 
expected to continue in its performing tradition.

Commenting on what a devastation losing the 
Westminster Choir would be was Jessie Bagley, the director 
of  marketing and public relations at Spoleto Festival USA. 

“That would certainly be a huge change in the way the 
festival operates. We would try to do whatever we could for 
that not to be the case because they are such an integral 
part of  the festival and have been for the entire life of  
the festival,” Bagley said. “We’re keeping up on the news 

and having them in town this festival feels really special. 
They’re putting on amazing concerts, just like they always 
do. We’re staying involved, so we know what’s going on.”

Working her eighth year, Bagley, who grew up in 
Charleston, said that the festival had always been a 
monumental part of  her life. 

“I remember my first Spoleto experience at the 
[Charleston Gaillard Center] before it was renovated 
[from 2012 to 2015],” Bagley said. “I saw Savion Glover, 
who was a tap dancer. I still remember that performance. 
It was so much fun.”

For Bromke, her most memorable performance at 
her first Spoleto experience was “The Flying Lovers of  
Vitebsk” about the lives of  painter Marc Chagall and his 
wife, Bella. 

“That was the most amazing play because it showed 
a man for the first five minutes and the rest of  the time 
was a flashback on his relationship with his wife,” Bromke 
said. 

Bagley understood Bromke’s sentiment of  immense joy 
after such a show.

“[The festival] means so much. You can talk to 
someone who’s maybe only been [to the festival] a few 
times or maybe just one time, and it impacts their life in 
a big way,” Bagley said. “We also have people who have 
lived here longer than the festival has been around, and 
they’ve come for 42 years.”

Settled into her Rider apartment for the 2018 
academic school year, Bromke reminisced about her time 
in the Southern city, missing the picturesque views and 
rich history. 

“This class was not only worth the time but worth 
the money,” Bromke said. “The four weeks I would have 
spent in a classroom would have only given me a quarter 
the knowledge and memories that I got in a week in 
Charleston.”

By Nicoletta Feldman

THE second floor of  the Bart Luedeke 
Center is home to an extremely 
valuable academic resource.

Nestled behind the tall, double 
glass doors at the end of  the hallway sits 
the Writing Studio — the existence of  
which, many are unaware of.

The Writing Studio is housed within 
the Academic Success Center, and their 
services reach far beyond helping with a 
typical five-paragraph essay.

Writing Studio coordinator Amy 
Atkinson stressed the importance of  
“writing across the disciplines” — the 
idea that assistance can be provided to 
anyone, regardless of  the class or subject 
area.

“We do our very best to make sure 
that the tutors are all trained to handle 
any discipline that walks through the 
door,” Atkinson said. “If  one person 
with a bio lab report walks through the 
door in an academic year, that’s one 
person we need to be able to help.”

Aside from academic assignments, 
career-related documents such as cover 
letters and personal statements can also 
be brought in to the Writing Studio, 
even after graduation.

“You can come back and say, ‘I’m a 
Rider alum, and I would like some help,’ 
and we will get you that help,” Atkinson 
said.

No matter the case, the Writing 
Studio’s tutoring style holds the same. 

Rather than placing an emphasis on 
simply editing assignments, tutors use a 
facilitative approach to assist students 
— at any stage in the writing process — 
while keeping the focus on what Atkinson 
calls “higher order concerns”: the thesis 
statement, clarity and structure of  the 
assignment and supporting arguments.

“Instead of  sliding the paper across 
the table to us, where we take a pen 
and we start marking it up, we actually 
discuss with the students what their 
concerns are, where they are in their 
drafting process,” Atkinson said.  
     The facilitative method used within 
the Writing Studio, as described by 
Atkinson, is more about guiding the 
student than telling them what to do.

“We want to foster and foster 
independent learning,” Atkinson said. 
“The tutors don’t graduate with the 
students. The students go off  to their 
careers and they have to be skillful.”

Sophomore education major Maura 
Telfer frequented the Writing Studio 
last year and saw the effects of  such an 
approach firsthand.

“I went to the same couple people, 
and they would recognize a pattern of, 
‘You always forget verb tenses,’ which is 
an issue for me,” Telfer said. “It made 
me recognize it in my own writing, so, 
eventually, I was able to recognize the 
patterns of  mistakes that I’ve had.”

For tutors, modeling is a frequently-
used technique that falls within the 
facilitative method, used especially when 
a student has little experience with the 
type of  writing they’ve been asked to do.

“If  they’ve never written a literature 
review, and if  we’ve been fortunate 
enough to do that, we might have to 
model a little bit of  what some of  the 
language is,” Atkinson said. 

Available to help are both student 
and professional tutors, each group 
boasting a different set of  strengths and 
qualifications.

“The student tutors come highly 
recommended by their professors and 
hold a GPA of  3.25 or higher,” Atkinson 
said. “I want to make sure we have the 

best of  the best in there.”
On the other hand, the professional 

tutors “hold advanced degrees,” 
according to Atkinson, and often 
specialize in certain areas, such as 
reading, writing, study strategies and 
ESL.

Appointments are one-on-one with a 
tutor and typically last 50 minutes. They 
can be made online through TutorTrac, 
over the phone, by email or by visiting 
the Writing Studio in person.

For quicker concerns, drop-in hours 
are available, during which students 
only spend 15 to 20 minutes working 
with a tutor.

Drop-in hours take place Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 6-8 p.m. in the 
Writing Studio and on Sundays from 
6-8 p.m. in Fine Arts 263.

Atkinson also invites students to reach 
out to her if  they have any questions or 
concerns.

“Students can come and talk to me 
and I’m happy to describe what we do 
and how we do it and even get them set 
up with a tutor for the very first time,” 

she said.
No matter the appointment type, 

Atkinson continually emphasized the 
studio’s desire to help students grow 
as writers, regardless of  what level of  
writing they are currently capable of.

“It’s okay to not be Pulitzer Prize-
winning writers right out of  the gate,” 
she said. “It’s okay to be in a place where 
you need to learn what it means to write 
in academia. It takes time and it takes a 
lot of  practice.”

All services provided through the Writing 
Studio are free to Rider students and 
alumni. 

The Writing Studio is located in 
BLC suite 237. They can be reached by 
phone at (609) 896-5008 or by email at 
academicsuccesscenter@rider.edu. 

A link to TutorTrac can be found on the 
Rider website under the Student tab.

 

BLC’s hidden gem “fostering student success”
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By Aja Alexander and Austin Ferguson

RIDER University’s annual coveted contest The 
R Factor kicked off  Friday, Sept. 14, bringing 
students together to watch some of  the brightest 
stars battle for the spot to stardom.

Popular music and an on-stage light display 
welcomed the hundreds of  audience members into the 
Yvonne Theater for the ninth season of  auditions for 
The R Factor. The singing competition first started in 
January 2012. 

The R Factor owes thanks to “The X Factor,” Simon 
Cowell’s show. Nicholas Barbati, assistant director of  
campus life for ctivities and student engagement said 
that “[The R Factor] started a year after the show “The 
X Factor” premiered in the United States, which was 
the inspiration for the show, so we emulated it, brought 
it on campus, and it has lasted longer than the original 
show that inspired it.”

The show began at 8 p.m. with the hosts, sophomore 
business administration major Goanio Chavarria and 
senior political science major Dalin Hackley, coming 
out on stage to welcome the crowd and introduce the 
judges.

Along with his usual duties at the office of  campus 
life, Barbati was also a judge at the event, and was  
joined by former “X Factor” USA finalist Dani Knights 
and music video director for Atlantic and Capitol 
Records Ryan Hutchins.

Despite not having a career directly involved with 
music, Barbati defended his credibility on the panel of  
judges. 

“When ‘The X Factor’ started, the show wasn’t 
about singers judging other singers,” he said. “It was 
about managers judging singers, and when it comes to 
Rider’s campus, I’m the ultimate talent broker.”

There were 20 Rider students who performed during 
auditions. They were then split into three groups and 
performed to get a spot in one of  two chairs from their 
assigned judges in order to move on to the semifinals, 
a change from the usual direct trip to the finals of  the 
competition. 

“We added a third night to the show,” Barbati said. 
“Last year, we turned away so many potential audience 
members at the door, and we wanted to give the crowd 

a chance to turn over. This third night will also give 
the students an extra level of  competition, and give 
performers a chance to prove consistency during the 
competition.”

By the end of  the night, each judge found their 
two semifinalists, with the exception of  Barbati, who 
won a “wild card,” which gave him the opportunity to 
choose a third performer to bring to the semifinals. For 
Knights, freshman Chloe McSwain and senior Alexis 
Shearer were selected to move on to the semifinals; 
freshman Shamiea Thompson and junior Caleb Holt 
received seats from Hutchins; sophomores Shavaughn 
Scarlett and Amanda Borell earned seats from Barbati, 
with senior Amari Johnson getting the nod for the wild 
card spot. 

A friend of  semifinalist Scarlett, sophomore clinical 
psychology major Laeuna Chisolm, was in the crowd 
to see her perform and earn her chair to the semifinals.  
“It was really amazing to see her out there,” Chisolm 

said. 
“That’s my best friend, I’m really proud of  her.” 
The auditions brought in a full crowd at the Yvonne 

theater, with over 1,000 people watching it live on 
Facebook. 

Junior psychology major David Pelle said the show 
was “Really motivating. It was my second time coming, 
and I had a lot of  fun.”

The R Factor Semifinals will be held on Sept. 28, 
and the finals of  the competition will be held on Sept. 
29, both in the Yvonne Theater.

Voices as powerful as ever at R Factor auditions

Junior Caleb Holt performs during The R Factor Auditions. Holt will be competing in the semifinals, which take place on September 29.
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Hank’s Seafood Restaurant, top left, captured the old-fashioned aesthetic and upscale cuisine 
Charleston offers. Classmates from the Charleston course, professor Jack Sullivan and conductor Joe 
Miller (bottom left) posed outside of the Cathedral Church of St. Luke and St. Paul. The pink house 
(right), located on Pinckney Street, display the bright-colored hues typical of Charleston homes.M
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“Fostering Student Success,” printed above the whiteboard in The Writing Studio,reflected 
the ideas and values that drive their style of tutoring. 



F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

The reality of further  
education

WHEN you first start out 
in college, the last thing 
you want to think about 
is “How much will I owe 

once I graduate?” That is a lot for 
incoming students to think about 
while trying to enjoy their newfound 
freedom. According to USA Today, 
“Roughly 60 percent of  under-
graduates between ages 18 and 24 
enrolled in a four-year bachelor’s 
degree program that have taken out 
student loans say they are respon-
sible for covering more than half  of  
the total cost of  their education.” 
     Not only are loans overwhelming 
to comprehend at 18, but they are 
even harder to deal with at 24, 
especially when considering further 
education. Because of  academic 
inflation, about 60 percent of  jobs 
in the United States require a higher 
education  degree compared to the 
“26 percent of  the middle class 
[having] postsecondary education 
and training” according to cew.
georgetown.edu. In order to pay for 
loans and continue an education, 
post graduate students must 
continue to work. 
     However, even with a bachelor’s 
degree, that does not guarantee 
access to high paying jobs anymore, 
according to the Bureau of  Labor 
Statistics, which recorded a 2017 
report on about 16,000 workers 
with a bachelor’s degree working 
minimum wage compared to about 
132,000 workers working below  
minimum wage. 
The numbers are not so different 
compared to the individuals with a 
bachelor’s degree and higher with 
about 19,000 workers working 
at minimum wage and 164,000 
workers working below  minimum 
wage. 
 Kayla Webley, education 
correspondent for the magazine 
Time, explained how “college 
graduates are the type of  people 
society needs to do things like start 
a business, buy homes and cars and 
invent things – and people burdened 
with debt are less likely to make 
those kinds of  decisions.” 
     Leah Hansford, a recent 
graduate of  William Paterson 
University. stated her concerns with 
the postgraduate reality; in order 
to continue her education she must 
work, but, when working minimum 
wage on a bi-weekly income, the 
reality can become soul crushing.      
     “Though I chose my education as 
an investment in myself, I’ve always 
wondered, ‘What if  I stopped going 
to school to work and make more 
money? How much happier would 
I be?' At only 23 years old, I’m 
juggling to understand the difference 
between the power of  money and 
the value of  education,” she said. 
“What is education with no money? 
What is money with no education?”   
   On the other hand, further 
education is looked at as an 
investment in yourself; you get out 
of  it as much as you put in to it. 
  Although this is biased because not 
everyone's experience in education 
is the same, it does hold some 

truth. You are better off receiving 
your college degree than being left 
without one.  
    Despite the unpredictable odds of  
landing an entry level occupation, a 
degree can broaden your horizons 
by allowing yourself  more options 
to choose from and a stronger 
likelihood of  being paid more. 
     According to Time, 2017 had the 
highest paid college graduates ever 
seen. Time writes, “The average 
starting salary for a 2017 college 
grad is just a smidge under $50,000 
($49,785, to be exact)...that’s up 3% 
from last year.” 
   Graduating college is merely step 
one, it is the work and dedication 
needed to make the best of  that 
degree that makes the results much 
sweeter.  
  After thinking over if  further 
education is worth the burden of  
student loans, I finally realized there 
is no answer. Regardless, if  your 
grind is working through school or 
leaving school behind to find your 
niche, always put your all into it. 
The reality is that there are pros and 
cons to furthering your education. 
If  financial gain is what you seek, 
then you can make money a million 
ways if  you apply the same hard 
work you would with continuing 
your education. Whether you choose 
to further your education or not, 
always be prepared to work smart 
and hard.  
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GREEN CORNER

 The benefits of learning outside of the classroom  
SOME students think that learning is accomplished only by reading books and 

sitting inside the classroom. However, the most beneficial learning takes place 
outside of  the classroom. Rider’s model of  the Engaged Learning Program 
brings a valuable experience that can’t be created in the four walls of  a classroom. 

Going on field trips is one way to immerse yourself  in a topic of  study.  
      The U.S Travel Association conducted a study which found that educational trips 
are linked to students' academic success and higher graduation rates. 
      Field trips make students enthusiastic about learning by providing real world 
connections to their lessons.
      Students are more likely to pay attention and apply it to classes they are in by 
getting up and walking around. Students can see that what they are learning in class 
can be used in the real world.
      This past spring semester, Doctor Husch’s Oceanography Lab visited the 
Camden Aquarium to see the creatures they were learning about up close. This 
off-campus visit to the aquarium benefitted students because they were able to see 
the animals and talk to employees about applications for what they had learned in 
the classroom. 
      Junior elementary education major Gabrielle Krutan said, “There was 
something about seeing the fish and other animals up close that made it very real. 
The aquarium trip made the class much more engaging.” 
      The students of  this class gladly gave up their Saturday in order to see a more 
visual and physical version of  what they learned in their lectures. 
     The trips students take don’t always have to be far away to be educational. 
Daniel Druckenbrod, director of  sustainability, often takes his environmental 
field methods and data analysis classes out into the Rider woods during their lab 
sessions. This short walk to the back of  campus has a huge impact on the way the 
students learn. 
      “I’m a visual learner so I prefer to see things rather than have someone 
constantly talking to me in a classroom,” said junior environmental science major, 
Ebonie Berry. 
     By going into the woods, the students not only have first-hand experience with 
what they are learning, but they can also see that what they are learning affects the 

very environment they live in. 
Last spring, Rider’s introduction to sustainability class took a trip to the Anheuser 

Busch Factory in Newark, New Jersey. The trip was designed to teach students how 
sustainability was implemented in the process of  manufacturing and distributing 
beer. 

The tour of  the facility surprised the students by showing how sustainability is 
brought into the process in unexpected ways. The students learned that Anheuser 
Busch recycles most of  the carbon they use and “scrubs” what they can’t recycle 
before releasing it into the atmosphere.  

“The trip was really cool,” Eco Rep and senior environmental science major, 
Lauren Margel said, “It really showcased how important sustainability is to even 
the most ‘out there’ fields.”

Getting hands-on experience outside the classroom is extremely beneficial when 
it comes to the environment. Taking a step into the real world with your learning 
can spark new interests, especially in sustainability by making students realize how 
close the environment really is and how our actions can have an impact. When 
students can see and engage in the world around them, rather than just a classroom, 
it brings lessons to life.

Brianne Galina
Lawrenceville Campus Eco Rep

Opinion

COLLEGE is a time of  fun experiences and newfound 
freedom. Some of  those experiences include going 
to parties and consuming alcohol. It becomes an 
issue when alcohol is used execessively and leads 

to unconsciousness. I can’t count how many Snapchat 
stories I’ve seen of  peers drinking a bottle of  Ciroc from 
a party the night before. 
     Binge drinking has become an epidemic within college 
because of  the pressures of  the college environment. 

By definition, binge drinking is the consumption of  
an excessive amount of  alcohol in a short period of  
time. The time frame in which a person drinks is a key 
factor in binge drinking. 

The problem is, many students play it off  as a college 
norm. We know that it’s true because if  it wasn’t, then 
the phrase “party school” would not exist. 

It has gotten to the point that, whenever I would tell 
a peer what school I was going to, they would ask if  it 
was a party school before they would ask the location. 

According to a survey from the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA), approximately 
two out of  every five college students reported binge 
drinking at least once in the two weeks prior. 

When toxic behavior is normalized through these 
college norms, it can be harder to identify and treat. 

College can be a stressful time as well as a fun 
experience, which is why some students resort to binge 
drinking. AddictionCenter.com states that other reasons 
for binge drinking are anxiety, insecurity, a desire to fit 
in and relationship drama. 

What these all have in common, is that they are 
prevalent throughout life as well as on a college 
campus. However, these issues are heightened on a 
college campus because students live with their peers. 

That is why college freshmen are the most 
susceptible to binge drinking and its consequences. The 
NIAAA said that the first six weeks of  freshman year 
are a vulnerable time for heavy drinking and alcohol-
related consequences because of  student expectations 
and social pressures at the start of  the academic year. 

Fraternity hazing ties into the desire-to-fit-in 
category of  why students binge drink. People don’t 
realize the real consequences of  such behavior until it’s 

too late. 
One example was when Maxwell Gruver, a freshman 

fraternity pledge at Louisiana State University, died of  
alcohol poisoning. According to the Washington Post, 
the pledges were quizzed on fraternity trivia and were 
told to drink if  they answered the questions incorrectly. 

There are many other stories like his and even more 
that are not related to Greek Life. 

This epidemic can be solved through moderation 
and education on alcohol consumption. 

There are places at Rider that can help students 
practice drinking responsibly. Rider’s Substance Abuse 
Prevention Office helps those who have alcohol related 
issues, or those who want further education on drinking 
responsibly. 

Rider Initiative for Substance-Abuse Education 
(RISE) also helps students and educates them on these 
issues and personal safety. Don’t let a bottle or a shot 
glass control your future. 

Tatyanna Carman
Sophomore journalism major

The controversial norm of binge drinking in college 

The graphic displays the negative effects of binge drinking.
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Junior midfielder Tess Coorens scored her fifth goal in a win on Sept. 16.

F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Broncs returning home to NEC
By Dylan Manfre

THE field hockey team traveled a total of  1,633 
miles during its five-game road trip. Its next jour-
ney, however, won’t accrue any mileage.

Rider announced on Sept. 6, its transfer to 
the Northeast Conference (NEC) – the Broncs’ former 
host conference of  15 seasons.

“We’ve always been combined with NEC schools 
for our conference whether it be NEC or MAAC 
and, with Quinnipiac leaving and Siena dropping 
their program, the NEC actually had more teams 
involved in their conference than the MAAC did,” 
Head Coach Lori Hussong said. “We’re just happy 
we have a conference to go to as opposed to playing 
independently.”

Rider compiled a 112-34 record, including 
postseason, during its tenure in the NEC. 

The Broncs won the regular season title seven times 
and the tournament championship six times, most 
recently in 2012, their final year in the conference.

Rider came out of  its first three games with a 1-2 
record. They defeated Davidson in a 5-0 win, and lost 
against Drexel and Appalachian State.

“There were a lot of  positives that came out of  
last weekend’s games [vs. Davidson and Appalachian 
State],” Hussong said. “We were able to generate 
some scoring punch and we made improvements in 
our effort level. This weekend we need to combine 
that with better team defense from our midfield, back 
line and goalkeeper. If  we can limit the number of  
times the other teams get into our offensive circle and 
the number of  corners we give up, we will be okay. 
Everyone needs to be ready to play and be focused to 
give us the best chance to succeed.”

The Broncs split the latter two games of  their five-
game road trip. Cornell earned its first win of  2018, 
defeating the Broncs 3-1, with each of  their goals 
coming from a different player. Rider proceeded to 
shutout Towson 2-0 on Sept. 12.

Despite putting one ball in the opposing cage 
against Cornell, the Broncs had the upper hand in 
shots with nine and in corners with eight. Sophomore 
goalkeeper Lena Vandam, who was a 2018 All-MAAC 

preseason honoree, recorded four saves in the losing 
effort.

Junior midfielder Tess Coorens scored the lone goal 
for Rider 54 minutes into the game on Sept. 9. The 
5-foot-5 Netherlands native has contributed a goal in 
each of  Rider’s first four games and led the conference 
heading into their game vs Towson.

Sophomore midfielder Marion Waterkeyn put the 
first ball past Towson’s goalkeeper scoring her third 
goal of  the season. Senior captain Jessica Randazzo 
assisted the goal.

Freshman midfielder Kat Conroy joined the action 
scoring her first collegiate goal in the 45th minute.

“It was really fun, but I wouldn’t be able to do it 
without my teammates,” Conroy said. “It made me 
really excited and [now I] know I can do anything if  

my teammates have my back.”
Vandam, 2018 All-MAAC preseason goalkeeper, 

posted her seventh career shutout stopping all four 
Towson shots.

Rider returned to Ben Cohen Field playing host to 
the St. Francis Red Flash after going 2-3 on its road 
trip. History was on the Broncs’ side as they shutout 
Saint Francis 3-0 on Sept. 16.

Freshmen Carly Brosious and Julia Divorra each 
put a ball past St. Francis goalkeeper Elizabeth 
Dyer in the first half. Sophomore midfielder Marion 
Waterkeyn assisted both goals.

Heading into the 15-minute half  time, Rider 
outshot the Red Flash 9-4, had no fouls and took six 
penalty corners.

Coorens boosted the high-octane offense, scoring 
her team-leading fifth goal. Vandam produced her 
third shutout of  the year and recorded a season high 
six saves. Being the defensive leader, the 2017 MAAC 
Co-Goalkeeper of  the year knows the attitude she 
brings into the cage and her teammates bring to the 
pitch each game is paramount to success.

“It’s the whole team,” Vandam said. “If  everyone 
has a great attitude and if  everyone brings their skills 
that we know we have to the field, we’re fine.”

Hussong commended her freshmen group for their 
play during the game and touched on the immense 
impact they’ve had on the program.

“I think they’re getting better and better with each 
game,” Hussong said. “The college game is very 
different from a high school-level game because the 
speed of  the game is much faster and much more 
physical and much more intense. I think the more they 
play and get acclimated to that type of  play, they’ll get 
better and better each game.”

Rider travels north for a non-conference meeting 
vs. Hofstra on Sept. 21. Its next home matches 
are against powerhouse programs, Villanova and 
conference rival Monmouth. The games are set for 
Sept. 23 and Sept. 28 at 12 p.m. and 7 p.m.

 

W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R 

Cunningham leading red-hot Rider offense
By Stephen Neukam

THE women’s soccer team put together an impressive three-game winning 
streak following a 2-0 home defeat to Princeton. It defeated Columbia 2-1 
and Delaware State 5-1 before returning to Ben Cohen Field and beating 
Monmouth 1-0.

Princeton, which, at the time, was ranked No. 22 in the nation, handled the 
Broncs comfortably with two first half  goals. The Rider attack struggled to find its 
footing in the contest, posting just four shots on target for the match.

Junior midfielder Valeria Pascuet followed the Princeton loss with a superb 
showing at Colombia which saw her net both of  the Broncs’ goals. The opening 
score, a penalty kick, was Pascuet’s first of  the season. Her second of  the game was 
a free kick from just outside the 18-yard box, which secured the win for Rider.

“It was an excellent team performance against a very strong opponent,” said 
Head Coach Drayson Hounsome following their victory. “It was great to see Val 
score two goals with some great saves from both keepers and excellent tackles in the 
second half  to get the result.”

The Broncs’ offense continued to roll at Delaware State with senior forward 
Kourtney Cunningham netting her first career hat trick and insurance goals from 
Pascuet and junior midfielder Erica Ludwikowski. Cunningham’s hat trick was the 
first for Rider since 2016.

 The Broncs opened MAAC play with a home game against Monmouth, which 
was chosen as the favorite to win the conference in the Preseason MAAC Coaches 
Poll and had not lost to Rider since the 2014 season.

The Broncs jumped at Monmouth and took the lead early with a goal from 
freshman back Niamh Cashin who tapped in the ball from a corner kick.

Rider then went on the defensive, absorbing steady pressure from the Hawks 
attack. Monmouth enjoyed a 17-8 advantage in shots throughout the game but 
Bronc sophomore goalkeeper Carmen Carbonell was up to the task and blanked the 
Hawks.

The goal from Cashin was her first career collegiate goal. Cashin, who missed 
the early part of  the season because she was training with England’s U-19 team, 
was happy to be on the pitch for Rider. The U-19 squad is England’s national 
soccer youth team.

“It’s been a frustrating few weeks not playing, so to play was great and to score 

was even better. It’s been great [to be back with the girls],” said Cashin. 
The result was impressive for the Broncs, beating a team that is the five-time 

defending MAAC regular season champions. With the win, Rider opened up 
conference play with a 1-0 record.

“It was a brilliant result. I was optimistic coming in. I think we’ve got a really 
talented group. Monmouth is an outstanding team. They’re still the best team in the 
conference. They’re still the team that’s the favorite, and rightly so. But tonight was 
our night,” said Hounsome.

The three game win streak is the first of  its length since the 2016 season and 
puts the Broncs’ record at 5-2-1 on the season. Rider, which faces a number of  
challenging road contests in the coming weeks, has yet to drop a game away from 
home this season, posting at 3-0-1 record.

“We’ve gotten our momentum going,” said Hounsome. “We’ve got arguably our 
most challenging away trip heading up to Niagara so we’ll get everyone rested.”

The Broncs will need to keep the momentum going to handle away trips to 
Niagara and Fairfield which are next up on the Rider schedule.

The Broncs’ next match is at Niagara University on Sept. 22 at 1 p.m.

Senior forward Kourtney Cunningham scored a hat trick on Sept. 12 at Delaware State in a 5-1 victory.
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Sports
By Rob Rose 

ON Oct. 25, 2017, brothers and teammates on 
the men’s soccer team, Jose Aguinaga ’18 and 
sophomore back Sergio Aguinaga, connected for 
a game-winning goal at Iona. That goal played 

a big role in the team finishing the season No. 2 in the 
MAAC, but it almost never happened. The brothers 
nearly ended up playing for conference-rival Iona, if  
not for the guidance of  a former Bronc.

Jose Aguinaga, who is now Rider’s all-time leader 
in assists with 32 during his career, was born in 
Madrid, Spain. In 2014, he began the process of  
selecting a university to play soccer for in the U.S. His 
teammate at the Real Madrid Youth Academy and 
hometown friend, former Rider midfielder Adrien 
Huss ’16, asked Jose Aguinaga where he was planning 
on playing collegiately. 

“I was pretty much committed to Iona when [Huss] 
asked where I was going and I told him Iona,” said 
Jose Aguinaga. “[Huss] said ‘No way, they are in our 
conference. We need to talk to my coach and try to get 
you to Rider.’”

They got in touch with Head Coach Charlie 
Inverso and the recruiting and signing process was 
complete in 10 days. 

“I got an email from [Huss] that his teammate 
was looking to come to America and he was deeply 
involved with another school, and it was not going to 
be good for us if  he goes there,” said Inverso. 

Trusting friends and family is a key reason why 
the brothers ended up in Lawrenceville, despite their 
hometown of  Madrid being 3,620 miles from New 
Jersey. Jose Aguinaga trusted Huss and decided to 
come to Rider. Inverso also trusted Huss and signed 
Jose Aguinaga without ever seeing him play. 

“I trusted [Huss’] opinion,” said Inverso. “If  he 
was playing for [Real Madrid] as a youngster, we 
figured he had to be pretty good.”

Inverso’s faith was rewarded almost immediately as 
Jose Aguinaga wasted no time making his mark on the 
squad. While playing forward, he led the team with 
five assists and was named to the 2014 MAAC All-
Rookie Team during his freshman year. 

In the 2015 and 2016 seasons, Jose Aguinaga 
played a pivotal role in the consecutive MAAC 
Championship-winning seasons for Rider. He led the 
MAAC with 23 points in 2015 and was named to the 
First Team All-MAAC squad in both campaigns.

The former Real Madrid academy prospect was 
named Preseason MAAC Player of  the Year prior to 
the 2017 season and once again received First Team 
All-MAAC honors and was named a United Soccer 
Coaches Second Team All-American in his last year at 
Rider. 

When it came time to select a university for Sergio 
Aguinaga to play at, there was only one option. 
Although he never stepped foot on Rider’s campus, 
the Broncs’ left back trusted his brother and followed 
him to Lawrenceville. 

“I knew [Rider] won two MAAC Championships 
and my brother was on the team,” said Sergio 
Aguinaga about his decision to join the Broncs in 
2017. “We talked on FaceTime and my brother 
showed me pictures, but I never came to the U.S. or 
Rider.”

The 2017 season was the first time the brothers 
shared the field together, but not the first time they 
played for the same team. 

While in Spain, the duo played for the youth 
academy teams of  two Spanish La Liga clubs, the 
premier Spanish soccer league, Rayo Vallecano and 
Getafe Football Club (FC). 

“It’s funny because Sergio has pretty much followed 
me wherever I go,” said Jose Aguinaga. “Hopefully we 
can end up on the [New York] Red Bulls together.”

Following the 2017 season, Jose Aguinaga began 
the rigorous pre-draft process in preparation for the 
2018 Major League Soccer (MLS) SuperDraft. To be 
able to make it to practices with the New York Red 
Bulls’ Premier Development League team and have 

a chance to get drafted, Jose Aguinaga had to hustle 
before his spikes even touched the field. 

“I would take the train for an hour then take an 
Uber from there to the facility,” said Jose Aguinaga. “I 
did that for two to three weeks and it was hard, but it 
was worth it in the end.”

To pay for the train and Uber rides back-and-forth 
to practice, he worked in the Student Recreation 
Center in addition to starring on the soccer field and 
earning All-MAAC Academic Team honors. 

“That is why I definitely think he is going to make 
it up to the [New York Red Bulls’] first team,” said 
Inverso. “He does not give up.” 

When the first round of  the 2018 MLS SuperDraft 
began, so did the nerves for Jose Aguinaga. He was 
following the draft on his phone for the first two 
rounds but, after he wasn’t selected on day one of  the 
draft, he was feeling down. 

Rounds three and four took place two days later. 
He decided not to look at his phone and headed to 
Daly Dining Hall with some teammates. 

“I figured it wasn’t going to happen so I said ‘OK 
whatever,’” said Jose Aguinaga. “I was eating at Daly’s 
with my teammates and one of  them said ‘Red Bulls 
draft Jose Aguinaga.’ I thought he was joking until I 
looked at my phone and saw [the New York Red Bulls] 
tweeted they drafted me and I was really excited. I 
called my mom and talked to my family. It was a really 
happy moment.”

After being selected in the fourth round, No. 85 
overall of  the 2018 MLS SuperDraft on Jan. 21, he 
signed with the New York Red Bulls II, the United 
Soccer League (USL) affiliate of  the New York Red 
Bulls, on March 15. The forward started making an 
impact right away. 

On April 19, the Rider alum launched a missile 
past the Tampa Bay Rowdie’s goalkeeper and earned 
the Week 5 USL Goal of  the Week. 

A few months later on Aug. 21, Jose Aguinaga 
blasted a strike off  the post that beat the goalkeeper 
of  North Carolina FC. This goal gained the forward 
even more national exposure when it earned the No. 4 
spot on the SportsCenter Top 10 that night on ESPN. 

Although the brothers are on separate teams this 
season, Jose Aguinaga has reconnected with someone 
who is like a brother to him. He and Florian Valot 
’15 were roommates while they were on the men’s 
soccer team together and now play for the same 
organization. 

“At the end-of-the-year banquet when [Valot] 
graduated, Jose started tearing up talking about how 
he wouldn’t have made it without [Valot] talking to 
him, because he was so homesick,” said Inverso. “I 
still think they are best friends.” 

Valot spent time with the New York Red Bulls II 

team as well before earning the call up to the MLS 
squad on Dec. 20, 2017. Valot made his MLS debut 
with the Red Bulls on March 24 and had registered 
three goals and five assists before a torn ACL during 
training in July ended his season early. 

For Sergio Aguinaga, despite his brother leaving, 
he still has four fellow countrymen in the locker 
room with him. Graduate student back Borja 
Ares, freshman midfielder Guillermo Pavia Vidal, 
sophomore forward Pablo DeCastro and sophomore 
goalkeeper Pablo Gatinois all hail from Spain. Sergio 
Aguinaga and DeCastro played against each other 
in Spain and Gatinois and Sergio Aguinaga were 
teammates at Getafe FC. 

After playing primarily as a left back last season, 
Sergio Aguinaga is taking on a slightly different role 
as a sophomore. With the Broncs in need of  scoring 
chances with their all-time assists leader gone, the 
left-footed Sergio Aguinaga will be playing up as a 
midfielder at times this season. 

“He is really more of  an attacking-minded player,” 
said Inverso. “We are experimenting with pushing him 
higher up the field.” 

For Inverso, coaching brothers is nothing new. The 
head coach has had multiple sets of  brothers on teams 
during his time at Rider. 

“I think I have been lucky enough to coach 12 
sets of  brothers,” said Inverso. “I think coaching 
brothers is fun. It feels good because a player wouldn’t 
recommend his brother come to a place where he 
didn’t have a halfway decent time.” 

Like a lot of  families in Spain, soccer is a way 
of  life for the Aguinaga’s. Despite the six-hour time 
difference between Spain and New Jersey, the family 
streamed any games they could watch online while the 
brothers were playing. 

Following the game-winning goal against Iona, 
their father, Miguel Angel Aguinaga, was so excited, 
he took a photo of  the screen as the brothers 
embraced each other during the celebration. 

Despite not playing on the same team anymore, the 
brothers speak daily. 

“I am going to miss him, but he is 40 minutes 
away,” said Sergio Aguinaga. “Even though he is not 
at Rider, I always talk to him.” 

Even if  they never get to share the field again, the 
brothers will always have the memory of  the game-
winning goal they connected to score against Iona, the 
team they almost ended up playing for.

“I remember it was like he was waiting for me,” 
said Jose Aguinaga. “We saw each other and that is 
when I realized he was the one who passed me the 
ball. We hugged and it was pretty emotional, it was a 
good moment.” 

Bronc brothers’ special connection
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Jose Aguinaga ’18 and his brother, sophomore back Sergio Aguinaga, connected for the game-winning goal against Iona on Oct. 25, 2017.

Inside today: The 
women’s soccer 
team is off to a hot 
start. Page 11
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