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PICTURE PERFECT IN PERU
Biology and Photography to come together in 
upcoming study abroad trip. page 6

By Lauren Lavelle

MEMBERS of  the Westminster Choir College (WCC) and Princeton communi-
ties were given the opportunity to voice concerns about the sale of  the choir 
school on Aug. 29 at an open forum hosted by the Westminster Foundation, 
an independent organization dedicated to preserving the future of  WCC.  

Rider University, which obtained the music institution in 1991 through a merger 
agreement, announced last February it would be selling the school to Kaiwen 
Education, a Chinese-operated former steel bridge company turned international 
K-12 education academy. 

The decision sparked confusion and fury throughout the WCC community.
Around 50 people filled the pews of  Nassau Presbyterian Church and over 800 

people tuned into the live stream of  the forum on the Westminster Foundation’s 
Facebook page. 

The presenters of  the event intended to update the audience on their progress 
with blocking the sale of  the choir school while also listening to their comments and 
concerns about Rider’s handling of  the situation. 

An initial series of  forums in March featured Marshall Onofrio, dean of  
Westminster College of  the Arts, Nicholas Xie, a Kaiwen consultant, and Larry 
Livingston, a former accreditation consultant who recently took over the role of  
interim president for WCC.

“I think we have the same mission for WCC — to be the best,” Xie assured the 
crowd in March.

A purchase and sale agreement was signed on June 21 and outlined further 
details of  the sale including Kaiwen’s agreement to maintain WCC at the Princeton 
campus for the next decade.  

“The buyer has committed to operating Westminster at the current campus for 
no less than 10 years, and substantially maintain the current academic offerings for 
no less than five years,” said President Gregory Dell’Omo and Robert Schimek, 
chair of  the board of  trustees, in a statement to the University in June. 

Other aspects of  the agreement included Kaiwen’s promise to continue student 
aid, provide benefits to full-time and part-time WCC faculty and staff  and to invest 
an additional $16 million into the choir school over a five-year period. 

“In the two months since the purchase and sale agreement was signed, Rider 
and Kaiwen have made steady progress towards completing the transaction and 
planning for the transition of  Westminster Choir College,” said Kristine Brown, 
assistant vice president for university marketing and communications. 

With the purchase and sale agreement signed and the June 30, 2019 transfer 
date looming ahead, members of  the Westminster Foundation wanted to give those 
opposed to the sale a space to share their thoughts and come up with possible 
strategies to block the transaction. 

“We are a group of  very dedicated stakeholders with 
different backgrounds who have been together for almost 

The Rider community celebrated the start of a new school year during freshmen student move-in on Sept. 2 with a new student and family picnic on the campus mall. 

Westminster deal remains in the mist, lawsuits still pending 

An open forum hosted by the Westminster Foundation gave those skeptical about the pending sale of 
Westminster Choir College an opportunity to voice their opinions. 

CITIZEN CLIMATE LOBBY
CCL voulunteers call a meeting in support of  an 
extra fee on carrbon distributions. page 9

ALL-MAAC HONORS
Three members of  the men’s Soccer team were 
named to the Preseason All-MAAC Team. page 12

Rider broncs welcome fresh 
faces to campus
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Rider community saddened by loss of freshman student
By Dakota Kalman

A RIDER University freshman died after losing 
control of  her vehicle during the early morning 
hours of  May 20, West Windsor police said. 

Irma Lopez was traveling alone down Route 
571 when she lost control of  her 2006 Toyota Scion 
near Southfield Center, striking a tree and splitting the 
Toyota in half, West Windsor police said. 

Lopez was pronounced dead at the scene. 
According to police, the road was wet at the time 

of  the accident and Lopez was driving at an “unsafe 
speed.”

A family friend started a Go-Fund-Me page to 
cover the funeral expenses and reached $7,385 out 
of  the $10,000 goal. The campaign had over 150 
donations from relatives, friends, community members 
and corporations, including Dunkin Donuts. 

Maria Fernanda Pinos, the creator of  the 
Go-Fund-Me, described Lopez as “joyful and bright.” 

Others shared similar sentiments in the comments 
section of  the page. Scott Mcloughlin wrote, “We will 
miss seeing her smiling face in our courtyard” and 
Northgate Tenants Corp Management & Staff  stated, 
“Irma was a sweet and beautiful young lady.” 

Lopez’s funeral was held at the Glackin-Saul 

Funeral Home May 24 at 3:30 p.m. The family 
requested that all who attended wear white to 
celebrate the life that Lopez lived. 

“Irma would always randomly text me that she 

missed me or she would text me in the morning 
hoping I’d have a good day. It was the little things with 
her that made her so special,” said junior marketing 
major Rithika Ramasubbu, a close friend. “She was 
a light you didn’t know you needed in your life and 
always making sure you were okay even when she 
wasn’t.”

Kristine Brown, assistant vice president of  
university marketing and communications expressed 
condolenes from the university community. 

“The tragic loss of  a young person is always 
heartbreaking, but it’s even more difficult when that 
person is a member of  our own Rider family,” said 
Brown. “Irma was a smart, beautiful young woman 
who was just beginning her time at Rider. As a 
community, we collectively mourn her loss and keep 
her family and friends close in our thoughts.” 

For Students struggling with grief, counseling services are 
available on the Lawrenceville campus at Zoerner House and the 
Princeton campus at Williamson Hall.

Head of Public Safety says farewell after 30 years 
By Jennifer Boyer

IN May, head of  Public Safety, Vickie Weaver, retired from Rider after working at 
the university for over 30 years.

Debbie Stasolla, senior vice president for planning, worked with Weaver 
for 10 years and said Weaver helped those around her by forming bonds with 

the Princeton and Lawrence Township Police Departments, the Mercer County 
Prosecutor’s Office, local fire departments and emergency services over the past 
years.

“She also served admirably as President and Mid-Atlantic Director of  IACLEA; 
the International Association of  Campus Law Enforcement Administrators, 
President of  New Jersey CUPSA,College and University Public Safety Association; 
and a member of  the Governor’s Task Force on Campus Safety,” Stasolla said.

According to Stasolla, while taking on all these positions, Weaver established 
buddy programs, bike patrol and a network of  individuals across campus, namely 
Rider’s building marshals, who worked closely with Public Safety when it came to 
fire drills and emergencies. 

“Vickie was the consummate dedicated employee,” said James Flatley, captain of  
Public Safety. “Vickie was big on training and she made certain that, twice a year, 
the department training agenda covered topics that were pertinent to the job the 
officers do and to make sure that they were up to date on any changes that affected 
them.”

Flatley mentioned that Weaver challenged her co-workers to step outside the box 
and do things to the best of  their abilities. 

“She would be here at all hours of  the day and night, including weekends,” 
Flately said. “Vickie wanted to make sure that members of  the Rider community 

were safe and she did everything in her power to make certain that was the case.”
Stasolla enjoyed working with Weaver over the past years and wants to build on 

her legacy as Public Safety searches for a new director. 
“Vickie left a strong legacy — the professionalism she infused throughout 

the department, the high expectations she had of  herself  and her staff, her 
understanding of  Public Safety in the context of  higher education, her emphasis 
on the safety and well-being of  our campus communities and the compassion and 
dedication she exhibited day in and day out, particularly in her work with and for 
students,” said Stasolla.

Flately said Weaver was instrumental in running their departeent. 
“Vickie set the tone of  us being a service-oriented department,” said Flately. “We 

are here to do what we can to to assist our students, faculty and staff  in whatever 
way possible.” 

While Weaver said she will miss Rider, she is looking forward to the next chapter 
of  her life. 

“I would like to say this to the Rider community: Thank you for the great honor 
of  serving you,” Weaver said. “Each of  you has played an important role in my life. 
You have made me a better person and I will take your love, strength and friendship 
with me as I move forward in my journey. I wish each of  you good health and many 
successes in your journey.”

Irma Lopez, a freshman history major, died on May 20 after get-
ting into a car accident on Route 571 in West Windsor .
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Livingston promoted to WCC Interim President 
By Megan Lupo

WHILE Rider is in the midst of  renovations to 
improve its Lawrenceville campus, it will be 
parting ways with its Princeton campus by 
the end of  this academic school year. 

Throughout this transitional period, Larry 
Livingston, the project manager hired in January 2018 
to serve as a consultant for the buying process, was 
appointed interim president of  the newly established 
Westminster Choir College Acquisition Corportation 
(WCCAC) until the planned date of  June 30, 2019 
when Rider will stop operating Westminster Choir 
College (WCC), according to the WCCAC news 
release. 

Assistant Vice President for University Marketing 
and Communications Kristine Brown said that 
Kaiwen Education established WCCAC as a nonprofit 
entity to run WCC after the transaction is complete. 
The name WCCAC will be changed to WCC once the 
college becomes independent. 

Working with several stakeholders to create the 
smoothest transition possible, Livingston said that he 
“agreed to take on the role of  project manager, now 
interim president, with every intention to preserve the 
renowned reputation of  WCC and to help guide it to 
a viable academic, artistic and financial future.”

Brown, who has been working closely with 
Livingston, acknowledged both the criticism and 
support and is taking all comments into account. 
Livingston also encouraged those to make their 
voice known to him and “wants to hear from all 
constituents— faculty, staff, students, alumni, friends 
of  Westminster,” said Brown.

Livingston will be making several visits to Princeton 
throughout this academic year.

Brown said that one of  Livingston’s priorities is 
meeting with the students. When he’s not physically 

on campus, she advised those with concerns to email 
him.

“We would encourage [the Westminster 
community] to engage with Larry when he’s here. He, 
also, has an email address. He’s reading every message 
that comes in,” Brown said. “He’s really looking to 
be a part of  the community, so I would encourage 
everyone who has questions, concerns, messages 
of  support, ideas that they want to express to him, 
certainly be in touch with him.”

With Livingston’s role going from project manager 
to interim president, Brown saw it as “an actual 
progression” and was confident that he will serve in 
the best interest of  the Westminster community. 

“They should feel confident that Larry is leading 
the process for the buyer for the transition. He has 
an amazing and a very distinguished background,” 
Brown said. “And I can tell you personally, I have 
firsthand witnessed his passion and his commitment to 
this process. He has no other motivation except to see 
Westminster survive and thrive.”

Livingston, who has served as vice president and 
music director of  the New England Conservatory of  
Music, dean of  the Shepherd School of  Music at Rice 
University and dean of  the Thornton School of  Music 
at the University of  Southern California, has made a 
25-year career out of  transforming multiple struggling 
schools of  music into flourishing ones. 

Livingston said that each of  the institutions he 
has worked with had their own challenges and assets, 
yet, through careful evaluation, communication 
and community engagment, he has “raised a little 
over $200 million, including a naming gift for the 
Thornton School, hired hundreds of  faculty, helped 
create and launch myriad new curricula and led major 
expansions of  facilities” for all the colleges. 

“I am very positive about the transaction and see it 

as WCC’s chance to develop and flourish,” Livingston 
said. “While I understand the concerns that have been 
raised, I hope and believe that those who are skeptical 
of  this opportunity will come to realize that, in fact, 
this is the only road forward and it is in the best 
interest of  WCC now to embrace it.”

To get in touch with Larry Livingston, email him at at 
wccprinceton@gmail.com

Dell’Omo addressed university changes, accomplishments
By Lauren Lavelle

AFTER a year of  unexpected change and transition for Rider, President Gregory 
Dell’Omo provided faculty and staff  with a series of  updates regarding uni-
versity finances, enrollmet, academic affairs and several other entities that will 
make up the academic year at the 2018 Opening Fall Convocation on Aug. 30. 

Westminster
Dell’Omo began his discussion with an update on the sale of  Westminster Choir 

College (WCC). Despite push back from parents, students and faculty from the 
choir school, Dell’Omo maintained the decision to sell the Princeton campus to 
Kaiwen Education, a former construction company turned K-12 academy, is in the 
“best interest of  both Rider and Westminster.”

“This will help secure a long, prosperous future for both institutions,” Dell’Omo 
said of  the sale. “We’ve reached an agreement with Kaiwen Education and we’re 
working on that transition with them over the next year. The goal being, Rider 
removes itself  and Kaiwen takes ownership.” 

He praised Larry Livingston, the newly-appointed WCC interim president, for 
his help with the months-long transitioning process. 

“We could not imagine a better person to help lead this process through the 
operations, academic and accreditation sides,” Dell’Omo said.  

Dell’Omo also announced the WCC choir will travel to Beijing in the fall to 
perform at multiple showcases including the 2018 Beijing International Chorus 
Festival and the Forbidden City Music Hall. The group will also visit the performing 
arts component of  Kaiwen Academy. 

“Kaiwen Education is funding most of  this,” Dell’Omo said. “It shows that this 
relationship is beginning to evolve.” 

Enrollment
This year, Rider will welcome nearly 3,600 new and continuing students. Of  

these students, between 920 and 940 of  them are incoming freshman, a significant 
drop from last year’s freshman class which clocked in at 1,005. The 2018 freshman 
class is also one of  Rider’s most diverse, with 46 percent of  students representing 
underrepresented populations. 

WCC’s freshman class exceeded the anticipated goal of  35 students and will be 
welcoming 45 incoming students this semester. 

Academic Affairs
DonnaJean Fredeen, provost and vice president for academic affairs, announced 

the introduction of  several new undergraduate and graduate programs as part of  
Rider’s curricular revitalization. 

“We anticipate that, by the spring semester, we will be through the entire 
approval process,” Fredeen said. 

The new undergraduate programs include manufacturing engineering, 
cybersecurity, exercise science, mechatronics, software engineering, game and 
interactive media design and dance science. The new graduate programs are 
information systems, dance therapy, higher education analytics and teacher 
education STEM. 

Finances 
According to Dell’Omo, Rider closed out the 2017-2018 academic year with a 

balanced budget and a $95,000 operating surplus. He credited the financial success 
to stronger enrollment and a profitable year for housing and dining. 

“We actually had almost $2.6 million more in housing and dining revenue for the 
university,” Dell’Omo said. 

As for fundraising, 2017-18 was Rider’s most successful year to date with 
$13 million in gifts and pledges. The sum included $1.6 million for endowment 
commitments and $2.5 million for scholarship funding. 

Dell’Omo also announced Rider is in the beginning stages of  a fundraising 
campaign that will take place over the next five to seven years.

The campaign, which supports endowment scholarships, capital projects and the 
Rider fund, raised $20 million toward its $80 million goal in its first year. 

“A tremendous amount of  work has been taking place behind the scenes during 
the past year to set the stage for this important fundraising initiative,” said Kristine 
Brown, assistant vice president for university marketing and communications. “This 
quiet phase is designed to establish a successful foundation for what we know will 
eventually be a substantial and transformational fundraising campaign.

Facilities Projects
Various construction projects are currently underway on the Lawrenceville 

campus, including significant changes to the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) and several 
residence halls. 

Mike Reca, vice president for facilities and university operations, told the 
audience, if  all goes as planned, the BLC will be ready before the start of  classes on 
Sept. 5. 

“We will be able to walk through those front doors before classes start,” he said. 
Wright and Ridge residence halls were renovated during the summer months. 

Changes to the dorms included expanded bathrooms, new tiling, flooring, furniture 
and lights. 

Reca said three additional residence halls, Kroner, Delta Phi Epsilon and Lake 
House, are next in line for renovations with construction beginning this winter for 
Kroner. 

“In the last three years, we’ve invested $6.6 million into our residence halls,” 
Reca said. “We’re on the precipice of  spending another $6.6 million to improve 
another 300 or so beds. This is going to help all that recruitment and retention.”

Larry Livingston was appointed Interim President of 
Westminster Choir College this summer. 
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WCC supporters rally at public forum
two years,” said Constance Fee, president of  the 
Westminster Foundation and moderator of  the event. 
“We share an unwavering commitment to preserving 
Westminster’s heritage and its legacy while protecting 
and providing for its future.”

A panel of  WCC supporters led the conversation. It 
included Jeffrey Halpern, the AAUP’s chief  grievance 
officer, Gerald Klein, an organizational behavior 
and management professor at Rider, Joel Phillips, the 
AAUP’s assistant grievance officer and Joel Schwartz, 
a licensed architect and planner. 

The panelists addressed questions from the 
audience who were invited to voice their concerns and 
opinions. 

Phillips tackled a question about enrollment and 
referred to it as a “manufactured crisis.”

“Our enrollment peaked until three years ago 
when the president made the surprise announcement 
that he thought he should move or close Westminster. 
Needless to say, that made it very difficult to recruit 
the students,” Phillips said. “Prior to Dell’Omo and 
this action that was taken, not only were we fully 
enrolled, but we’ve literally never been in better 
financial health. The action taken by this present 
board of  trustees and this present administration have 
actually created the problems that we have.”

In an effort to avoid the sale, members discussed 
Westminster’s relationship with Princeton’s public 
school system. 

“There is a rich history that our public schools 
and Westminster have shared. That history and that 
sharing will only continue if  Westminster continues 
to be there and that will only happen if  we step up 
to do whatever we can to preserve Westminster,” 
Schwartz said. “I think everyone in this room already 
understands that Rider would not be talking about 
selling Westminster if  it weren’t for the dollar sign. So, 
if  the public schools could help save the institution in 
our town, not as a charity case but buying it for a fair 
market price, that [money] can be used to help jump-
start the saving of  Westminster.”

Also present at the forum was attorney Bruce 
Afran who is representing WCC donors and alumni 
in a lawsuit filed against Rider to block the sale. An 
additional suit was filed in February by The Princeton 
Theological Seminary. 

“There are two sets of  lawsuits pending,” Afran 
said. “One is in Federal court in which donors, 

students and alumni have challenged the right of  
Rider under the merger agreement to sell the school. 
That agreement, we’ve alleged, bluntly says assets of  
Westminster must be used for Westminster purposes. 

“The second set of  lawsuits brought on by the 
Seminary says Rider cannot sell the school because 
of  its 1935 trust that created the property and funded 
the construction. That trust says the property must be 
used and shall be used for the training of  ministers of  
music in the evangelical tradition and for the teaching 
of  Christian theology,” Afran said. 

Afran remained optimistic about the suits despite 
the recent advancements in the transactions and 
is confident the courts will side with the alumni, 
students, donors and the Seminary. 

 “Rider says in its contract with Kaiwen that it 
must prevail in the lawsuits for the closing to take 

place,” Afran said. “We don’t think there’s going to 
be any closing if  our side prevails or the Seminary 
prevails.”

Halpern also mentioned the attorney general’s 
office had been contacted to open an investigation 
into the sale. 

“Our board and our president do not care about 
the future of  Westminster,” Halpern said. “They don’t 
want to use the money for its original giving purposes, 
but they can’t simply grab it, so they have come up 
with a plan to basically launder this money by passing 
it through Kaiwen.”

Toward the closing portion of  the forum, 
moderator Constance Fee said she wanted the 
audience to keep one thing in mind. 

“The reputation of  Westminster Choir College will 
never be in jeopardy,” she said.

Attorney Bruce Afran discusses the lawsuits brought against Rider University while the panelists look on at a public forum about the fate 
of Westminster Choir College on Aug.29. 

New Rider dorms clap back after Princeton Review ranking
By Ryan Connelly and Lauren Lavelle

RIDER’S Lawrenceville campus is getting a much-needed facelift this year.
Last February, Michael Reca, vice president of  facilities and university 

operations, announced a major construction project slated to be completed by 
fall 2018. His vision included a sizeable redesign of  the Bart Luedeke Center 

(BLC) and renovations to several residence halls. 
“We’re calling it the Hundred Day war,” Reca told the The Rider News last 

spring. “I have 100 days to get this done.”
From the looks of  it, it seems Reca held up his end of  the bargain. 
At the 2018 Opening Fall Convocation on Aug. 30, Reca said the BLC would be 

completed and fully functional by the first day of  classes on Sept. 5. He also noted 
Wright Hall and Ridge House underwent significant remodels this summer, kicking 
off  a series of  dorm renovations that continues with Kroner Hall in the winter and 
Delta Phi Epsilon and Lake House next summer. 

“Since President Dell’Omo has been here, his vision for our resident halls is to 
make them better spaces to live in,” Reca said. “[We’re] adding air conditioning, 
amenities to the bathrooms and just reorganizing how we do this.” 

A $6.6 million budget was set aside for the first dorm renovations and Reca said 
an even larger budget is being prepared for the next round of  repairs. 

“[The] residence halls are a major investment,” he said. “We’ve invested $6.6 
million into residence halls [so far] and have another $7 million coming in next 
year.”

Rider’s dorms were recently a hot topic after The Princeton Review released the 
2019 edition of  its 384 best colleges list. In the “Is That a Dorm?” category, Rider 
ranked number one, implying it had the worst dorms out of  all the colleges on the 
list. 

“I know we’re not the worst,” Reca said. “It was a very pointed situation and 
unfortunately we came out first in a category we didn’t want to.”

Kiarrah Johnson, a junior health science major, said she was not surprised when 
she saw the ranking. 

“I think, if  Rider [costs] so much money to attend, we should have [better] 
dorms than what we have,” she said. 

Johnson, who lived in Conover and Switlik Halls her two previous years at Rider, 

moved into the newly renovated Wright Hall on Aug.16. So far, she is enjoying her 
experience. 

“Wright Hall is definitely a huge upgrade from the two previous dorms I lived 
in,” said Johnson. “I love the bathrooms.”

Overall, Johnson is happy Rider is taking initiative and improving the living 
conditions. 

“I am really glad Rider is beginning to improve buildings on campus to make it 
look more modern,” she said. “We’re paying a lot of  money to attend school here 
and it’s nice to see that our money is going toward nicer things.” 

A newly renovated bathroom in Ridge House. The residence hall was one of two remodeled in summer 
2018.   
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By Austin Boland-Ferguson

THIS past summer, Rider University 
gave itself  a structural facelift on 
buildings throughout campus.

With the makeover of  the 
Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) headlining 
the changes, multiple dorm buildings 
and one academic building underwent 
renovations throughout the summer 
season on the Lawrenceville campus.

The most noticeable change to 
the BLC has been the removal of  the 
concrete steps in front of  the building, 
which, according to Rider University, 
was a needed repair due to water 
infiltration.

There is a slew of  planned changes 
to the BLC that have yet to be finished, 
most notably the walkway leading to the 
second-floor entrance.

The walkway, like the former 
staircases, will be made out of  concrete. 
The railings will be made out of  glass.

Michael Reca, vice president for 
facilities and university operations, has 
been keeping up with progress to the 
BLC.

“The new facade, the new canopy 
and the new plaza are underway right 
now,” Reca said. “And will be done in 
the near future.”

Future changes are also planned for 
the BLC and are focused on “keeping 
that area an exciting place for students,” 
Reca said. 

One of  these changes includes a 
12-by-20 foot video screen, which Reca 
said could be used “to display school 
information, access television or to 
broadcast if  a [Rider] sports team is 

playing a big game.”
There are also plans to install a 

new bench in front of  the BLC, Reca 
said. He added that the bench will be 
accompanied by a famous face in Rider 
history.

“A bronze sculpture of  Andrew J. 
Rider will be sitting on the bench,” 
Reca said. “This will make a great photo 
opportunity with the namesake of  the 
school.”

Some interior changes are also in the 
works, with planned renovations to both 
stairways and lighting. 

The construction in the BLC created 
a challenge for the orientation staff. 
Figuring out how to run their orientation 
activities while working around the 
blockaded front entrance and stairways 
was a challenging task.

Associate dean of  freshmen, Ira 
Mayo, encountered these obstacles 
alongside the orientation staff. 

“Usually when we did orientation, 
the table to check in was pretty obvious,” 
Mayo said. “The biggest challenge was 
making it clear where you were checking 
in.”

Mayo gave thanks to the rest of  
orientation staff  for being able to work 
around the challenges of  construction. 

“I have to give a lot of  credit to 
[Director of  Transition Programs] 
Christine Mehlhorn and to the 
orientation leaders,” Mayo said, “They 
powered through this.”

Sophomore political science major 
and orientation leader Rhea Fryer, 
along with the other orientation leaders, 
was able to find her way around the lack 

of  a front entrance to the building. 
Fryer said the orientation leaders 

“relied heavily on elevators and the 
patio stairway to get students and their 
families where they needed to go.”

Orientation staff  integrated the 
ongoing renovations into their programs 
for new students and their families 
visiting the university.    

“Orientation staff  made a video 
that had [senior history major and 
orientation leader Doug Martinson] 
and I explaining all of  the exciting 
things that were coming to campus,” 
Fryer said. “We had shown the video at 
the start of  each orientation and made 
the video open for viewing online.”

Mayo noted that in order to work 
around the renovations, it took careful 

thinking to keep operations smooth 
during orientation.

“Christine [Mehlhorn] was mostly 
responsible for the check-in plan,” Mayo 
said. “We got tents, and we checked in 
outside of  the SRC.”

The orientation staff  found the new 
check-in location was a more appealing 
long-term option.

“We found it was a neat way to do it,” 
Mayo said. “It was outside, it was fun, it 
was pleasant.”

Mayo and the orientation staff  saw 
the construction as a good opportunity 
to get some exercise.

“If  you had a FitBit, you were most 
definitely getting your 10,000 steps in,” 
he said.

Big changes made around campus, more renovations to come

The new entrance to the Bart Luedeke Center, currently under construction, is highlighted in this 3D 
rendering. Other improvements will include a video screen and a bronze scultpure of Andrew J. Rider.

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f M

ic
ha

el
 R

ec
a



Sept. 5, 2018    The Rider News

Arts&EntertainmentArts&Entertainment
6

Life in the fast lane: My weekend getting the inside scoop in the world of NASCAR
By Joseph Passero

I HAVE been a NASCAR fan since I was about five years 
old, and it’s been a dream of  mine to land a job in the 
sport. One night, while watching a race, my dad threw 
out a crazy idea — “Why don’t you see if  you can get 

media passes?”
I laughed. He’s got a lot of  good ideas, but, at first, I 

didn’t take this one seriously. However, the more I thought 
about it, I didn’t think it was so bad. It would give me an 
up-close and personal experience to see what the rest of  
my life could be like. 

After failing to communicate via phone and email, 
I took to Twitter in a last attempt to catch NASCAR’s 
attention. And something I didn’t expect to receive came 
a day later: a message from NASCAR President Brent 
Dewar saying “Joe   — send me a DM message 
and we can connect.” 

He quickly granted my wish by providing all-
access hot passes, and over the next few weeks, 
I communicated back and forth to get ready 
for my visit to Charlotte Motor Speedway in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, over Memorial Day 
weekend to shadow NASCAR media for the 
Alsco 300 and the Coca-Cola 600.

Saturday was the big day for me. The team I shadowed, 
led by Alex Moore, had me observe them during the 
Xfinity Series race, the Alsco 300, to make sure I was given 
proper attention and to answer all of  my questions. They 
didn’t have a whole lot of  time to answer questions that 
Sunday, due to the Cup Series race, the Coca-Cola 600, 
NASCAR’s longest race, being one of  the most popular 
on the schedule, especially for the media.

 I was given a “hot pass,” which grants access to the 
garages where teams work on their cars before the races, as 
well as access to the pit road and onto the track itself. I was 
granted special access into the media center, where I met 
Moore and her team around 11:45 a.m. She introduced 

me to her team, consisting of  the integrated marketing 
communications division Ccoordinators Dejah Gilliam 
and Jasmine Neely, director of  media relations Matt 
Ciesluk and an intern with the Quinnipiac University 
team Kirby Paulson.

The first task I had came as a surprise, as I was not 
told prior that I would be partaking in the event. I sat in 
on the drivers and their crew chiefs meeting, where rules 
are reminded, the race is explained and questions are 
answered. 

Following the meeting, the team met to get radios and 
then split up to conquer their respective jobs. I went with 
Neely onto the race track, where driver introductions 
were beginning. I shadowed her on the track and pit 
road until the command to start engines was given. For 
the opening laps of  the race, I stayed in the media center 

before heading to a roof  of  another building that was still 
on the infield of  the race track to take some nice pictures 
and make notes of  the race.

With 30 laps to go, I headed back to the media center 
to reunite with the team. Unfortunately, as I walked into 
the media center, the race was stopped because a vicious 
downpour had made the driving conditions dangerous. 
I sat with the team during the rain delay and got the 
rundown for post-race procedures.

The race would eventually resume and finished at 5 

p.m. Brad Keselowski captured his second Xfinity Series 
win of  the season. I was taken out to pit road once more 
with Paulson and Gilliam to ask drivers to participate 
in extra post-race interviews. Drivers Cole Custer, 
Christopher Bell and Brad Keselowski agreed. Custer 
and Bell were asked questions first while Keselowski was 
busy celebrating his victory and fulfilling other media 
obligations. Keselowski came into the media center and 
was interviewed shortly after, and that was a wrap on the 
day.

The team let me keep my hot pass for Sunday’s Coca-
Cola 600 so I could venture into some areas inside the 
track’s infield which had been shut off  on Saturday, like 
the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series garage area. 

The inside approach and attention to every detail of  
the race went beyond what I had always imagined, and 

it has given me an increased respect for the work done 
every weekend to create content for fans and sponsors 
of  the sport. 

As much as I hate rain delays, it was a blessing to have 
one. It gave me an opportunity to see how, as part of  
the media, people must adapt quickly to situations that 
are out of  their control to continue to appeal to their 
audiences. 

Aside from personal appeal, it was incredible to see 
firsthand how the drivers and crews give fans their time 
and make them feel a part of  the sport the grassroots 

way— genuine face-to-face interaction.
Two other significant lessons in this whole experience 

stick out to me. One is to take chances. If  you don’t, you’ll 
never know what could’ve been. Two is don’t be afraid to 
ask for help, because sometimes, a little help can go a long, 
long way.

By Austin Boland-Ferguson and Nicoletta 
Feldman

SCIENCE  and photography may seem 
like two unlikely disciplines to come 
together, but the two will merge on 
a study abroad trip next spring.  

The Peru excursion, which will 
take place in May 2019, will be led 
by Dr. Todd Weber, chair of  the 
biology department and Jessi Oliano, a 
communications professor. 

Weber said the idea for the trip 
came to him while he was vacationing 
in Peru with friends last summer, and 
was particularly influenced by their tour 
guide, who was a trained biologist. 

“It happened that many of  us on the 
trip were scientists, and so he was really 
effective at sharing with us a lot about 
the flora and the fauna and the different 
micro-climates that you experience,” 
Weber said. 

The inspiration for the photography 
aspect stemmed from the tour guide as 
well, as Weber saw him taking pictures 
of  wildlife along the way with a “really 
nice camera” that could not have been 
replicated using a standard camera or 
cell phone.

“I thought, to combine this 
potential career for science students or 
biology students with the experience 
of  photography and seeing all this 
biodiversity made the perfect idea for a 
study abroad trip,” Weber said.

Oliano noted that Weber’s experience 
in science would be of  importance on 
the trip to Peru, supplying expertise on 
the areas of  nature that will be around 
those traveling to Peru. 

“Having Dr. Weber on the trip is so 
important because he is a biologist,” 
Oliano said. “He will be able to help us 
understand the role biology plays in the 

culture and economy of  Peru, as well as 
teach us the evolutionary history and 
biodiversity of  Peru.” 

The trip will encompass a little bit of  
history as well, and will begin in Cuzco, 
which is located in the heart of  where 
the Incan civilization used to be.

“There’s a couple of  different 
Inca sites that we’ll visit while we’re 
acclimating to the altitude before we try 
to hike the Inca trail,” Weber said. “Our 
hope is that we’re not just going to get 
biology students that want to go on the 
trip, but we might also get some students 
that are interested in the culture there, 
that might be particularly interested in 
the Inca aspect of  the trip, or the history 
part of  the trip.”

Oliano mapped out what parts of  
Peru travelers will visit when they make 
the trip. “We’ll visit numerous natural 
and cultural sites of  the former Incan 
Empire, including hiking the Inca Trail 
to Machu Picchu, then descend to 
explore the Amazon rainforest and it’s 
amazing biodiversity,” she said.

Weber cited the biodiversity of  
Peru as one of  the main reasons why 
the country is an ideal location for 
combining nature and photography.

“There’s three major climate areas in 
Peru: the coast, the mountains and the 
rainforest,” Weber said. “Particularly 
the rainforest, the biodiversity is just 
crazy there.”

Since Peru is a primarily Spanish-
speaking country, one may think that the 
language barrier would cause troubles 
in communication however, according 
to Weber, that will not be the case.

“A lot of  the people speak English 
because of  the visitors they get,” Weber 
said. “It’s a very friendly country to go 
to.”

Because the trip combines 
photography and biology, two areas 
that normally don’t have much overlap, 
students will take a course prior to the 
trip to prepare them for the activities 
they will partake in once they arrive.

“My idea is that the students are going 
to take a course with us before they go,” 
Weber said. “Part of  it will be learning 
how to take good photographs and how 
to edit them in software; part of  it is 
also going to be about understanding 
biodiversity and nature and the process 
of  evolution that’s led to all this diversity 
on the planet.”

Having been to Peru before, Weber 
says that he personally looks forward to 
seeing the Amazon rainforest, however, 
that won’t be the most important 
outcome of  the trip for him.

“For me, it’s about sharing my passion 
for seeing this diversity, seeing organisms 
that you may not see anywhere else in 
the world or seeing organisms that may 

not be around later because of  all the 
changes to the climate,” Weber said. 
“And just making that connection with 
students and helping them to see and 
really appreciate the beauty of  that.”

The deadline to apply for the trip is Sept. 15. 
Questions can be directed to Dr. Todd Weber 
at tweber@rider.edu or Dr. Jessi Oliano at 
joliano@rider.edu.

           
           
           

Capturing the essence of Peru through a lens

The disciplines of biology and photography will come together to allow students to explore 
the nature and culture of Peru for a study abroad trip in May 2019. 
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Sophomore Joseph Passero was invited to Charlotte Motor Speedway to shadow a team of media 
specialists during Memorial Day Weekend.  The experience included observing discussions  about race 
regulations between drivers and teams and being able to see drivers strap into their cars as they prepared 
to start the Alsco 300.  Jo
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By Lauren Minore

AFTER a fifteen-year partnership with Aramark, 
Rider Dining hired Gourmet Dining, New 
Jersey’s largest regional dining service company, 
to serve its students as the new food vendor for the 

upcoming academic year.
Michael Reca, vice president for facilities and 

university operations, and Jan Friedman-Krupnick, 
associate dean of  student life, worked with students, 
faculty and staff  to research and hire a new food 
provider for dining options on campus. 

“We identified that the students needed a change,” 
Reca said. 

Friedman-Krupnick recognized a group of  three 
students, Giavanna Troilo, Carissa Zanfardino and 
Kahlil Thomas, who were “instrumental in gathering 
research and information and defining what they 
wanted” to better inform Rider of  student preferences. 

Reca also credited the Rider community for their 
“engagement and in-depth focus” in assisting the 
competitive process. 

Rider Dining notified Gourmet Dining in May 2018 
of  their hiring. 

Its mission is “to provide an exemplary and unique 
dining experience for each client built on strong 
professional and personal relationships,” according to 
their website. 

Operating at Daly Dining Hall from 7 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
weekends, Gourmet Dining will offer 14 new dining 
destinations to appeal to student’s tastes. 

La Cucina Fresca will feature Italian cuisine, 
including freshly made pizza dough and pasta. 

Students will be able to personalize their stir fry 
or order from an express menu at the World Hibachi 
station. 

Gourmet Dining offers a new allergen sensitive and 
gluten friendly station called G-8, to accommodate 
students with dietary restrictions. 

In an attempt to reduce cross-contamination at this 
station, staff  will prepare food in a glass, walled-in 
cooking space. 

The dining stations at Daly Dining Hall will feature 

continuous service throughout the day with brief  
windows between meal periods to prepare food. 

Students will also have access to a newly renovated 
Teaching Kitchen service, which will showcase culinary 
demonstrations and master classes from renowned 
chefs for students to utilize in management of  their 
own diet and nutrition.

When the kitchen is not in use, students can cook 
their own food.

Two food trucks will be parked on campus each 
week, featuring a range of  options including diner food 
and an emphasis on wellness.

“Gourmet Dining was the most creative in terms of  
their variety of  menu items,” Friedman-Krupnick said, 
“But the clincher for us was their liberal meal exchange 
program.”

The meal exchange program allowed the 

convenience of  replacing a meal in Daly Dining Hall 
with a meal exchange menu item in Cranberry’s, 
Sweigart Express, Subway or the food trucks. One meal 
exchange is permitted per meal period.

Another service Gourmet Dining offers is a mobile 
ordering service to avoid long wait times and an app 
called Chattback, which will allow students to contact 
Gourmet Dining directly with concerns and issues, 
connect with a dietician or inquire about menu items. 

Friedman-Krupnick emphasized the “significant 
difference on overall student experence” Gourmet 
Dining would provide on campus. 

“Gourmet Dining is dedicated to this as a positive 
experience,” Friedman-Krupnick said. “[Students will 
feel] as if  it was a personal dining room.” 

Gourmet Dining preparing to serve Rider students

The new G-8 station in Daly Dining Hall, as demonstrated in this 3D rendering, will feature a cooking area closed in by glass to prevent 
cross-contamination between foods. G-8 will be sensititve to food allergies, as everything will be prepared without the 8  most common 
food allergens.
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‘‘Two other significant lessons in this whole 
experience stick out to me. One is to take 
chances. If  you don’t you’ll never know what 
could’ve been.” 
 Joseph passero, sophomore sports media maJor



F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Speaking freely: Standing in your truth  
WHEN children first leave the comfort of  their home to venture out into the 

world of  school, they are embarking on a never ending journey to new 
experiences, people and knowledge. In the beginning, children are still 
very much under the close supervision of  their parents. They dress you, 

fix your hair and put you in sports, not because they know what you like but because 
they believe you are too young to decide for yourself  what is best for you. But, when 
children start to grasp the complex concept of  identity and becomes intrigued with 
learning more about who they may be, should there be restrictions on when and 
where they are allowed to express themselves?
     Of  course not.

During childrens' adolescent years they start to develop a more in-depth sense 
of  self. They start to grow physically, cognitively and emotionally. School and 
puberty play a big part in the way a teen views their peers and, most importantly, 
themselves. During this time, adolescents develop a more complex understanding 
of  reason and a stronger sense of  self. They start to become curious about their 
own identity and begin seeking connections other than the ones with their parents. 

This period in teenagers' lives can become very stressful because it brings new 
and intense emotions, an increase in independence and responsibility and the 
desire for new relationships. 

This is when self  expression becomes critical. Self-expression allows individuals 
to be just that, an individual. Self-expression allows people to distinguish themselves 
from others to fully understand and develop their own beliefs. 

Despite this, many students in college feel discouraged to speak out either in a 
classroom or socially on campus. A survey conducted on college students by thefire.org 
concluded that students are more likely to stop themselves from expressing opinions 
in the classroom for  fear of  negative reactions from other students, rather than faculty.  
     The survey found that 48 percent of  students might censor themselves in the 
classroom because another student might judge them and 30 percent of  students 
might self-censor in the classroom for fear of  offending another student. The 
results are similar when students step outside the classroom. More than 30 percent 
of  students surveyed said they would refrain from expressing themselves to avoid 
being politically incorrect for fear of  offending. 

Judging by the data, students were hesitant to express themselves either in or 
outside a college classroom, mainly because they feared what others would think 
of  them. This feeling does not start on a college campus, however. 

At a young age, students are trained to fit in so they won’t be judged for standing 
out and this crippling anxiety can hinder individuals from being their natural 
selves even as an adult. 

The U.S. National Library of  Medicine and the National Institutes of  Health 
did research on young adults between the ages 18 and 22 and found that identity 
is a lifelong process that is molded by life experiences and developments. 

Life experiences and development are the effect of  one’s social status 
characteristics, which then affect adolescent influences between ages 12 and 16, 
that later influence the profiles of  the adult identity. 

Self-expression goes beyond opinions within a lecture. Self-expression is style, 
from hair to clothes. Self-expression is meant to be a personal display of  the 
truth. Self-expression is, most importantly, courage, whether it is disclosing sexual 
identity or expressing an unpopular opinion in a classroom. 

College is the place to find that other missing piece of  self  as you do all 
throughout life. As people gets older, they figure out a little more about themselves, 
their likes and dislikes and music taste. 

Life is filled with discovery and as time continues to move forward, you become 
whole. There is no fitting in when the whole point is to stand out.
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The Tapestry program  
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IN the world of  communication, the 
general public is allowed to interact 
and engage with anyone around the 
world through mass media. From 

the first newspaper in 1609 to black-
and-white television becoming a part 
of  the average family home in the 
1950s, global communication has been 
under construction for hundreds of  
years, proving there is always room for 
improvement. But, one thing mass media 
cannot seem to grasp, is the change in 
the demographic of  the general public 
and how important it is to represent the 
underrepresented  populations in the 
United States as well as around the world. 

At Rider, the department of  
communication and journalism is 
introducing Tapestry, a program 
designed to introduce Rider students 
to more unique methods of  media. 
Methods will include filmmaking and 
in-depth reporting but, most importantly, 
it will introduce a community 
educational presentation that reflects the 
cultural and diverse life experiences of  
underrepresented societies marginalized. 

A campus growing in size and diversity, 
with individuals from different walks of  
life. experiences and values, deserves 
to be represented in their way through 
their voices. Tapestry's organizer Juanita 
Carroll says, "I want Tapestry students to 
be secure in the knowledge that their wings 
work; hard gritty work and education will 
get you to your goals.  I hope that all of  us, 
as a community, learn that we have more 
in common than our differences, and that 
every culture has a story worth being told 

and respected. In other words, we’re going 
for full-circle educational experiences."

Tapestry aims to encourage students 
to not only showcase the lives of  these 
alienated people, but to also learn about 
their social and cultural experiences to 
fully and respectfully represent them.
The misrepresentation of  minorities in 
media is not old news. They have been 
stereotyped and misrepresented within 
media for centuries. 

According to statista.com, between 
2011 and 2016, a majority of  movie 
directors in the United States were white, 
totaling 89.9 percent in 2015 compared to 
the 10.1 percent of  minority directors. 
Similarly, minority journalists working 
at daily newspapers in the United States 
are uncommon. In 2014, the share of  
minority journalists in daily newsrooms 
reached a discouraging 13.34 percent 
and fell again the following year to 12.76 
percent, according to statista.com. 

Although frustrating, the pioneers of  
mass media must not be forgotten. The 
daring individuals who have succeeded in 
the areas of  communications regardless of  
race, gender, class and sexual orientation. 
Pioneers such as Edward Rudolph “Ed” 
Bradley, an American journalist who was 
best known for his 26 years of  award-
winning work on the CBS News television 
program 60 Minutes as well as becoming 
the first African-American White House 
correspondent at CBS News in 1976. 
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GREEN CORNER

Involve yourself in things that matter most to you 
FIGURING out what to do over the summer can be 

a stressful decision for college students. As kids, 
summer was about having fun. As time passes, 
the weight of  adulthood looms over and vacation 

time is spent working. Finding a balance between 
relaxing and getting internships and other work done 
is challenging. It can be frustrating feeling like there 
is no equal footing. I go through this constantly — 
either feeling like I’ve overworked myself  from May 
to August and missed a chance for some needed 
downtime, or wondering if  I spent too much time 
relaxing and lost out on some opportunities. This 
summer, however, was different. 

I was able to have a lot of  fun while also working 
incredibly hard and feeling very rewarded. Looking 
back, I know that I owe much of  this to the Citizens 
Climate Lobby International Conference that I 
attended, on behalf  of  Rider’s sustainability office, 
in June.

Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL) is a non-profit 
organization that lobbies to Congress in support of  a 
carbon fee and dividend bill. In simple terms, CCL 
volunteers call and meet with their local and Federal 
representatives asking them to support a bill that 
would put an extra fee on carbon distributors. 

This means that gasoline, heating and anything 
producing carbon emissions would cost more to use 
and the cost will gradually increase as time goes on. 

It sounds like a pricey tax on U.S. citizens, but 
there is a catch. All of  the revenue from this fee 
would be reimbursed to American households 
equally in a monthly dividend check and “about two-
thirds of  households will break even or receive more 

than they would pay in higher prices," according 
to the CCL website. CCL  Studies show this plan 
would stimulate the economy, create energy jobs for 
Americans, benefit low income families and reduce 
carbon emissions by 50 percent within the next 20 
years. 

For those unfamiliar with climate science, those 
numbers are almost too hard to believe. Still, 
exciting projections and the barrage of  statistics 
I accidentally memorized are not what was life-
changing about this experience. 

What really left me feeling changed after working 
with CCL was the people I met and their positive 
attitude toward progress that they had — regardless 
of  political climate. 

Daniel Richter, a CCL vice president, said in his 
speech, “When you do the impossible, you make it 
possible for everyone else.”  This was the attitude 
everywhere I turned. Everyone, from volunteers to 
the president of  the organization, has this incredible 
fervor for the work they do and the success they were 
sure they would have eventually. 

Optimism and building relationships across party 
lines is at the core of  this non-profit and it creates 
climate of  action that feels like anything is possible 
when you are willing to listen to those around you. 

I got a chance to meet with my representatives on 
Lobby Day of  the conference, and it only added to 
the excitement. The willingness that the legislative 
staff  had to listen to and speak on this issue and the 
engagement in the democratic process gave me an 
entirely new perspective on U.S. government and the 
power that voices have.  

So when looking for something to do next 
summer get involved with things worth being 
passionate about. I love politics and I care about 
implementing policy to help the environment. I got 
to spend three days hanging out in D.C.— one of  my 
favorite cities. It was hard work and long days, but 
it felt like an exciting vacation because I was doing 
something I care about deeply and was surrounded 
by people who motivated me to care even more. 
The sense of  responsibility and capability I left the 
conference with pushed me to keep working through 
the summer. 

I accomplished more goals and had more fun 
than I have ever had during the summer. I know its 
because of  the energetic, positive people at CCL 
who helped me see that not only can I accomplish 
anything I want, but I should. So if  you’re feeling 
unmotivated next summer, or don’t know how to 
balance your time, ask yourself  what do you care 
about? What impossible thing do you want to make 
possible for everyone else? What work can you do 
that by the end it won’t feel like work at all?

For more information on CCL, go to: https://
citizensclimatelobby.org/

            —Erin Powell 
              Former Rider Eco Rep
  

Opinion

CONT’D FROM PAGE 8

Oprah Winfrey started her own talk show in 1985 
and it became the number one talk show in national 
syndication and she receivied the International Radio 
and Television Society’s “Broadcaster of  the Year” 
Award. She was the youngest person ever to receive the 
honor. 

Ellen DeGeneres’ iconic “Yep, I’m Gay” interview for 
Time in 1997 led to her own talk show in 2003 winning 
over 36 Emmys. 

This program aims to shed light on the people that 

lack voices and to encourage students to educate their 
university and the public while capturing the experience 
by putting classroom and other instruction to positive 
and productive use. The goal is not to isolate the 
margininalized but to intertwine their differences and 
create something beautiful. 

Tapestry meetings and workshops will be held on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of  every month during the 
fall semester from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Fine Arts 
223B. Students can email jcarroll@rider.edu to join the 

Tapestry Initiative or for questions and concerns.
       
                 — Qur'an Hansford 
                   Sophomore journalism major 

A blending of cultures: Where we're from and who we are
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Sports
F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Rider earns 400th win in program history
By Dylan Manfre 

AFTER narrowly sneaking into the four-team 
conference playoff  with an 8-11 overall, 3-3 
MAAC record last season, the field hockey team 
aims for a stronger start in 2018. Despite losing 

two of  its first three games, Rider picked up its 400th 
win in program history, thanks in part to some fresh 
faces on offense. 

The Broncs welcomed nine freshmen to the 
program, seven of  whom play offense. The incoming 
freshmen complement a young returning core, who 
put up strong numbers on both ends of  the pitch last 
season.

“We have nine newcomers to the group and they’re 
loaded with talent,” said Head Coach Lori Hussong. 
“We’ve really enjoyed working with them so far. Each 
one brings something different to the table and they’re 
really going to make an immediate impact to our 
team.”

Rider outscored its opponents 19-9 in the second 
half  last season. Hussong noted the attacking 
emphasis is partly how they geared their search for 
new players.

“We played really tough defense last year and 
our issue was actually scoring, so we went out and 
recruited the top offensive players we could possibly 
bring into this program,” Hussong said. 

One freshman who can boost the Broncs’ offense 
is forward Brooke Gastin, who recorded a staggering 
19 goals and 20 assists her senior season at Kingston 
High School in Ulster Park, New York. 

Gastin credited her success to her unselfish mindset 
and her pass-first nature.

“I like to assist rather than score,” Gastin said. 
“I like to look for them first while I’m dribbling. 
I’m usually on the opposite post like the right, and I 
usually pass it to the opposite post and they’ll tap it in. 
The other girls are strong players which pushes me to 
push myself. I’m definitely learning a lot from them 
and the coaches.”

Sophomore forward Kaitlyn Flemming appeared in 
all 19 games, starting in eight, last season. Flemming 
leads the returning Broncs with five goals and 
recorded a multi-goal game during a MAAC contest 
against LIU Brooklyn. 

Rider is also returning both of  its goaltenders, 
sophomores Gillian Gunn and Lena Vandam. 
Vandam was a First Team All-MAAC honoree 
and the MAAC Co-Goalkeeper of  the Year with 
Sacred Heart’s Hailey Power. She posted a .781 save 
percentage and allowed 1.54 goals per game.

On Aug. 21, the MAAC Preseason Coaches’ poll 
was released. The Broncs were slated in the fourth 
spot. Vandam, Flemming, senior midfielder Jessica 
Randazzo and senior defender Alison Amen were 
named to the All-MAAC Preseason Team. The four 
Broncs had the most nominations out of  any school in 
the conference.

Randazzo and Amen, who are the senior captains 
this year, provide much-needed experience on a 

team composed mostly of  underclassmen. Amen 
contributed four defensive saves for Rider in her 
junior season. Randazzo produced three goals off  18 
shots – nine of  which were on-goal attempts.

Hussong has led the Broncs to the postseason in 
each of  her 18 years as the head coach, including the 
Northeast Conference and the MAAC. She attributes 
the continued success to the welcoming atmosphere 
they’ve built over the years.

“We’ve been very fortunate to be able to work with 
the very best people out there,” Hussong said. “Our 
players, past and present, represent all the qualities 
and values that we emphasize in our program and we 
appreciate all that have given and continue to give to 
our program. They make our job so enjoyable and 
rewarding.”

Although the team has added some new weapons 
in addition to some key returning the players, Rider 
fell to Drexel 8-2, on Aug. 26 in its season opener. 
Sophomore midfielder Marion Waterkeyn got Rider 
on the board just over two minutes into the game. 

Freshman midfielder Julia Divorra assisted on the 
goal. The momentum shifted in Drexel’s favor, tacking 
on six second-half  goals and outscoring the Broncs 
6-1. Junior forward Tess Coorens recorded the fifth 
goal of  her career off  a penalty stroke in the 59th 
minute. 

Hussong’s effort to recruit freshmen to impact the 
team’s offense showed early dividends in the Aug. 31 
contest against Davidson. 

After a two-hour lightning delay, a trio of  
newcomers found the back of  the cage in a 
dominating 5-0 win over the Wildcats. Freshmen 
midfielders Julia Divorra and Tess van Ommeren 
and freshman forward Carly Brosious each scored 
their first collegiate goals in the 24th, 62nd and 48th 
minutes respectively.

Junior midfielder Tess Coorens and sophomore 
midfielder Kaitlyn Flemming both recorded their 
second goals of  the season. Coorens wasted no time 
getting the Broncs on the board with her goal coming 
just six minutes into the contest. The victory not only 
marked the first win of  2018 but was also the 400th 
win in program history.

The Broncs’ third game of  the young season 
featured an overtime battle against Appalachian State, 
which concluded in a 4-3 win for the Mountaineers.

With the game tied at three at the end of  
regulation, midfielder Fredi Stegen scored the game-
winning goal for the Mountaineers. The Broncs travel 
to face Towson next for the third match of  a five-game 
road trip on Sept. 7 before heading to Cornell on 
Sept. 9 for a contest that can be streamed on ESPN+ 
at 1 p.m.

Sophomore midfielder Marion Waterkeyn scored two goals in the Broncs’ first three games. The goals were scored against Drexel and Appalachian 
State.
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Sports
W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Broncs battle back for overtime wins
By Stephen Neukam

THE start of  the 2018 campaign has been a 
180-degree turnaround for the women’s soccer 
team. After learning from last season’s seven-
game losing streak to begin the year, the Broncs’ 

got out of  the gates fast.
“[We’ve played] different opponents,” said Head 

Coach Drayson Hounsome. “If  you play better teams, 
you win” 

Rider came away with a 2-1-1 record in its 
first four games of  the season, tying 1-1 at Drexel, 
winning 2-1 against Wagner and Fairleigh Dickinson, 
respectively, before losing to NJIT 2-0. 

Three of  the first four games went into overtime, 
with the Broncs needing second-half  goals in each 
contest to tie the games.

Senior midfielder Kourtney Cunningham scored 
the tying goal against Drexel with just under five 
minutes left in the game following a Drexel score at 
the hour mark. Cunningham would continue the 
heroics at Wagner. 

Facing a 1-0 deficit, senior midfielder Sam Picinich 
equalized for Rider in the 60th minute, heading 
in a cross from junior midfielder Valeria Pascuet. 
Cunningham brought Rider across the finish line after 
scoring the winner in the 95th minute off  a cross from 
Picinich.

Rider skated on even thinner ice against Fairleigh 
Dickinson, having to net the tying goal with just 54 
seconds left in regulation. 

Cunningham was credited with the assist, passing 
the ball ahead to graduate student forward Emily 
Curteis who beat the keeper to the left. 

The Broncs then completed the comeback in style, 
with Picinich scoring from beyond midfield when a 
long pass meant for Cunningham was misplayed by 
the goalkeeper and bounced over her head in the 99th 
minute.

“It shows a lot about our character,” said Picinich. 
“We’ve been really pushing for winning and being the 
team on top at the end. So it just proves that we’re in 
it for the full 90 minutes.” 

The positive start to the season is in direct contrast 
to last years campaign for the Broncs, who failed to 

win a contest in their first seven games and during that 
span scored 11 fewer goals than their opponents. 

“We’ve worked with them over the last 18 months 
on leadership and it is not an easy thing to do and, 
often, it is not rewarding.,” said Hounsome. “We 
are a multinational team with different cultures and 
different ideas and I think they are doing a great job.”

While the Broncs endured a difficult season last 
year, finishing 5-10-3 overall, 4-3-3 MAAC, there 
is reason for optimism when it comes to the current 
group of  players. 

Despite getting off  to a slow start last season, the 
Broncs managed to win a game in the conference 
tournament last year, something the team had not 
accomplished since 2015.

Rider also has key players returning with another 
year of  experience under their belts. Cunningham, 
who was second on the team in goals and points last 
season, sticks out as one of  these players who will 
bring much-needed leadership and production to the 
team.

“It just gives me more confidence this year,” said 
Cunningham. “We have a bunch of  young girls so I 
am just trying to be the best role model I can be for 
them.” 

Following three greuling overtime contests, the 
Broncs lost their first game of  the season to NJIT in a 
2-0 defeat at home. The Broncs conceded goals in the 
31st and 65th minute of  the game. 

“I think this is the first game that we didn’t bring 
the high energy that we brought to the last games,” 
said Cunningham. “There wasn’t a 100-percent work 
effort from everybody and that is going to lose us 
games.” 

The Broncs next match is their home opener vs. 
Princeton on Sept. 6 at 7 p.m. The game can be 
streamed on ESPN+. 

Senior midfielder Sam Picinich scored the game-winning goal on Aug. 
27.
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Rider Athletics producing first ESPN broadcast
By Rob Rose

FANS of  Rider Athletics are in for a treat. 
Entering the second of  an eight-year agreement with ESPN to broadcast 

games on the network’s ESPN3 and ESPN+ platforms, Rider, in part with the 
MAAC, will begin producing its own content on ESPN this fall. 

“From an awareness perspective, these broadcasts will help us get the Rider 
University and Rider Athletics brand out in the public eye on a much larger scale 
and exposure such as this has the potential to reap long-term benefits,” said Karin 
Torchia, senior associate athletic director for external operations and development. 

Games broadcast on ESPN3 are available to be streamed online at WatchESPN.
com or through the ESPN app. Fans can watch the Broncs play on ESPN3 by 
logging into their affiliated service provider on the ESPN website. ESPN3 is 
available for free to college students on computers connected to on-campus 
educational networks.

ESPN+ offers thousands of  live events and on-demand content not available on 
ESPN’s networks. A subscription to ESPN+ costs $4.99 a month or $49.99 per year. 
ESPN+ can be found on ESPN.com and through the ESPN app. 

Seventy-eight MAAC fall sports contests will stream on the ESPN platforms this 
fall, an increase from 53 last year. Of  the 78 fall events, there will be 32 volleyball 
games, 21 men’s soccer games, 20 women’s soccer games and five field hockey 
games. A number of  MAAC championships will be broadcast on ESPN networks in 
October and November as well as the regular season games.

Rider teams will have 18 games broadcast on ESPN platforms this fall, 12 at 
home and six on the road. 

The men’s soccer games broadcast on ESPN platforms are Sept. 5 vs. Temple, 
Sept. 19 vs. Princeton, Oct. 13 vs. Fairfield and Oct. 31 at Canisius. Women’s 
soccer will play five games broadcast on ESPN platforms including Sept. 6 vs. 
Princeton, Sept. 9 at Columbia, Sept. 16 vs. Monmouth, Oct. 3 at Iona and Oct. 
10 vs. Manhattan. Volleyball is tied for the most ESPN games this fall with five, 
including Sept. 15 vs. Quinnipiac, Sept. 23 at Canisius, Oct. 6 vs. St. Peter’s, Oct. 
27 at Marist and Nov. 4 vs. Iona. Field Hockey has four games on ESPN this fall, 
Sept. 9 at Cornell, Sept. 16 vs. St. Francis, Sept. 23 vs. Villanova and Sept. 28 vs. 
Monmouth. 

Rider is one of  six MAAC schools, including Canisius, Fairfield, Iona, Marist 
and Monmouth, that will be producing content this year. This academic year, the 
MAAC plans to broadcast more than 400 events on ESPN platforms. By the end of  
the 2019-2020 academic year, all 11 MAAC schools will have their own production 
facilities and the conference anticipates nearly 500 events annually. 

To produce these broadcasts, the university will require a 13-15 member crew, 
of  which a number of  positions will be filled by students. Students will play a key 

role in pregame, halftime and postgame content. In addition to gaining valuable 
experience, students will be able to earn Engaged Learning points for working on a 
broadcast crew. 

“Students are able to get their hands on industry-standard television production 
equipment and directly contribute to our live ESPN broadcasts,” said Chris Foster, 
assistant athletic director for digital and new media. “In the case of  the Sports 
Media or Digital Media students, they can take the theories and practices they 
have learned in the classroom and apply them directly to the real world. At the end 
of  the day, not only can students say they were integral parts of  a live-television 
production, but also that their finished product was part of  ESPN’s worldwide 
network of  sports entertainment.”

Students interested in applying for a position in the broadcast crews can reach Chris Foster at 
fosterc@rider.edu
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Students training on the state-of-the-art television equipment inside of Rider Athletic’s ESPN production truck.
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Inside today: 
Women’s soccer 
completes overtime 
comebacks.  Page  11

By Rob Rose 

FOR the first time in two seasons, the men’s soccer 
team will begin the year without the title of  
defending MAAC champion. After winning 
the conference championship and advancing 

to the NCAA Tournament in 2015 and 2016, Rider 
suffered a heartbreaking 1-0 defeat to Fairfield in the 
championship game last season. 

The Broncs will attempt to reach the championship 
round in the MAAC for the fourth straight year, 
but will have to do so without two key members of  
their title-winning teams. Forward Jose Aguinaga 
and goalkeeper David Pastuna graduated over the 
offseason and their spikes will not be easy to fill. 

Aguinaga, who was selected by the New York Red 
Bulls in the fourth round of  the 2018 Major League 
Soccer (MLS) Superdraft leaves the Broncs without 
an elite playmaker. The 23-year-old left Rider as the 
school’s all-time assist leader with 32 assists and scored 
18 goals during his career. 

Meanwhile, in the net, Pastuna started all 19 
games, posting five cleans sheets and earning MAAC 
Defensive Player of  the Week three times last season. 

“David was a role model of  mine while he was 
here,” said freshman goalkeeper Garrett Potter. “They 
are really, really big shoes to fill. He was just a great 
guy and a great goalkeeper.”

Despite the loss of  two key players from last 
season’s team, Rider was picked as No. 2 in the 
MAAC Preseason Coaches’ Poll, one spot ahead of  
defending-champion Fairfield. Canisius received the 
No. 1 ranking, finishing with 102 total voting points to 
the Rider’s 101. 

Why are the Broncs so high on the list after losing 
their goalkeeper and all-time assist leader? The team 
returns six of  its league-high seven players on All-
MAAC teams last season. 

Graduate student forward Elliot Otmani, junior 
backs Emmanuel Kouma, Sylvain Coco and the MLS-
bound Aguinaga were named to the 2017 All-MAAC 
First Team. Otmani, Kouma and Coco return this 

year and were named to the Preseason All-MAAC 
Team. 

Otmani, who led the team with nine goals last 
season, also enters the year on the MAC Hermann 
Trophy Watch List. The award is presented to the 
most outstanding player of  the year and the preseason 
list features 31 players. 

Additionally, sophomore forward Pablo DeCastro 
and junior back Arthur Herpreck were named to the 
All-MAAC Second Team and sophomore midfielder 
Mathis Catanzaro and DeCastro were named to the 
All-MAAC Rookie Team. 

The 2018 campaign began for Rider at home 
against a familiar foe, Fairleigh Dickinson. Last 
season, the Broncs defeated the Knights who were 
ranked No. 21 at the time, on the road in a victory 
that fueled a seven-game winning streak and saw 
Rider reach No. 22 in the top 25 polls. 

The teams met at Ben Cohen Field on Aug. 24 and 
the rematch was hard-fought and featured aggressive 
play from both teams, including a yellow card against 
Fairleigh Dickinson’s Ideal Shefqeti for spitting in the 
direction of  sophomore midfielder Aaron Gabriel. 

“I thought it was a little chippy tonight,” said Head 
Coach Charlie Inverso. “It’s the thing you don’t like 
about college soccer, but, I thought we held our cool 
pretty well, all things considered.” 

Rider opened the scoring on a penalty kick by 
Otmani in the 11th minute after DeCastro was fouled 
receiving a throw-in pass from sophomore back 
Sergio Aguinaga on a heads-up play to catch Fairleigh 
Dickinson’s defense out of  position. Both sides had 
scoring chances but, at halftime, the Broncs led, 1-0. 

The physical play picked up in the second half  with 
four yellow cards, three on the Knights and one on the 
Broncs’ junior back Aaron Robinson. 

Potter got the first chance at replacing Pastuna in 
the season opener. He got the start over sophomore 
goalkeeper Zach Morris, who Inverso has said are in 
competition to earn the starting goalkeeper spot. 

“It’s really good because we all push each other,” 

said Potter. “Every day at practice, everybody is just 
working hard, pushing each other. We’re really good 
friends so there’s no hard feelings between who starts 
and who doesn’t.” 

Potter faced 14 shots from the Knights, making 
three saves but allowed the tying goal in the 80th 
minute on a header by Ahu Obhakhan. Seconds after 
the game-tying goal was scored, Fairleigh Dickinson’s 
Jacob Labovitz was issued a red card and ejected after 
a poor tackle made on Coco. The Knights were forced 
to play the remaining 10 minutes of  regulation and 
ensuing overtime with just 10 players.

After a pair of  10-minute overtime periods, the 
game ended with the two teams tied 1-1. 

In an attempt to bounce back from the 
disappointing draw in their season opener, the Broncs 
battled against NJIT on Aug. 31. 

On a rainy night at Ben Cohen Field, both team’s 
offenses appeared to be stuck in the mud early on.

The first half  ended tied at 0-0, with only two shots 
taken, both by the Highlanders. 

In the second half, the Broncs got out on the attack, 
blasting nine shots, five of  which were on goal. Rider 
was able to generate a number of  scoring chances 
off  set pieces as well, earning five corner kicks to the 
NJIT’s one. 

The Broncs’ second game was just as physical as 
their first. The match saw a total of  34 fouls and seven 
yellow cards, four on NJIT and three on Rider. 

Tired legs were a factor for the Broncs in their first 
game, allowing a late goal to tie the contest. Against 
the Highlanders, it was no different. After a turnover 
in the Rider offensive end, NJIT countered and Pablo 
Jimenez blasted a shot past the outstretched arm of  
Potter for the game-winning goal in the 88th minute. 

“You could kind of  see the air going out of  the 
balloon, so to speak,” said Inverso. “We want to peak 
in October or November. So the fitness part will come 
in time.”

Rider’s next match is home vs. Temple on Sept. 5 
at 7 p.m. The game will be broadcast on ESPN+.
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Graduate student forward Elliot Otmani scored his first goal of the season against Farleigh Dickinson on Aug. 24. Otmani led Rider with nine goals last season and was named to the 2017 All-MAAC First Team.

M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Otmani leading Rider’s return to MAAC title 
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