
April 18, 2018 
theridernews.com 

Vol. 88, No. 24

TAKE A JOKE
Operation Comedy will benefit veterans through 
laughter. page 5

ARE STUDENTS TOO SENSITIVE?
College is a time that should expose individuals to  
speech they don’t like. page 8

BACK ON TRACK
The softball team had a 4-0 weekend, snapping a 
six-game losing streak. page 12

Fireworks and a bonfire lit up campus as students were treated to food, games and music from the local band Steal the Sky at Rider’s third annual Rock Fest on April 13. 
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McNair program helps 
minority students 
break into science field
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The Rider News named best in state 

By Gianluca D’Elia 

A MASTER’S and a doctoral degree may not 
be such distant goals for underrepresented 
students, thanks to a program that has 
helped over 100 Rider students from 

minority backgrounds advance their careers in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM). 

An interview and immediate acceptance into the 
Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement 
Program on April 10 was a blessing for sophomore 
biology major Luis Ovando, a first-generation 
student who grew up in Newark and dreams of  
studying epidemiology and working for the Centers 
for Disease Control and prevention. 

“I’m in college so I can get a job, follow my career 
and pay back my mother for all the hard work she 
has done for me,” said Ovando. “I’m the first one to 
go to college, and my parents want to see me do well 
in the future. That’s what the McNair program is all 
about. They want to help those kids who have had a 
tough life and keep pushing us forward.” 

For nearly a decade, the McNair program has 
provided assistance for students in the science 
department looking to pursue a career in research. 
Rider has received federal 
funding for the program 
since 2007, according ➠ SEE RIDER 
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(From left) Samantha Brandbergh, Shanna O’Mara and Gianluca 
D’Elia accept NJPA awards on behalf of the staff. 

By Lauren Lavelle

THE Rider News was honored with several awards 
at the annual New Jersey Collegiate Press 
Association (NJPA) Spring Conference and 
Awards Luncheon on April 14. Seven reporters 

are also finalists in four categories in the Society 
of  Professional Journalists’ (SPJ) Region 1 Mark of  
Excellence Awards which will be held on April 22 in 
Philadelphia.  

At the NJPA awards, The Rider News took home 
first place for general excellence among four-year 
schools, beating out institutions such as Princeton 
and Rutgers. The Rider News also met this victory in 
2016. 

“I’m so proud of  this year’s staff  and how hard 
everyone has worked covering a variety of  subjects,” 
said managing editor Shanna O’Mara. “Every week, 
we get criticism and praise, but we try to put personal 
feelings aside to continue to report accurately and 
fairly while providing entertaining and informative 
news for the Rider community.”

Opinion editor Hayley Fahey won first place in 
editorial writing, and news editor Gianluca D’Elia 
won first place in biography/personality profile 
writing. Sports editor Rob Rose won second place 
in both the biography/personality profile and web 
story categories. Features and entertainment editor 
Samantha Brandbergh won third place in feature 
writing.

“Winning the profile-writing category was so 
satisfying for me because my favorite stories to 
write and shoot are the ones that capture students’ 
personalities,” said D’Elia. “Any time I can find a 
unique angle or perspective that we don’t always hear 

about, it’s interesting. One of  the judges commented 
that my articles and photos portrayed ‘students 
who proved that they could,’ and I really loved that 
compliment because that’s totally what I was going 
for.”

Fahey added, “This award really blew me away and 
made me feel so humbled to be part of  this incredible 
newspaper. These editorials, in particular, were a time 
crunch and my proudest, strongest work, with the 
help of  my other co-workers. I’m so happy that I was 
able to make an impact and move people on Rider’s 
campus through my editorial writing. It is a great way 
to end my senior year.”

Colleges from nine states are included in the SPJ’s 
Region 1 awards, with most categories featuring 
finalists from universities 
such as Harvard and Yale. 

Staff  writer Mary-Lyn 
Buckley is a finalist in the 

➠ SEE FEDERAL
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Rock ‘n’ roll comes to Rider campus
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By Ryan Connelly 
Throughout the month of  April, the sisters of  

Alpha Xi Delta (AXiD) at Rider are “lighting it 
up blue” in honor of  their philanthropy, Autism 
Speaks, and National Autism Awareness Month. 

“This past week, we held multiple fundraisers 
with restaurants such as Panera, Chipotle, Tropical 
Smoothie Cafe and Playa Bowls,” said junior 
communication studies major and president of  
AXiD Erica Podosek. 

In order to receive proceeds from these 
restaurants, people had to go to the participating 
stores and bring a flier, tailor-made for each outlet. 
The fliers said that half  the profits will go toward 
Autism Speaks. 

“The goals of  the events that we have had are 
to make sure that not only our Greek community, 
but the Rider community as well, is aware of  the 
differences that we are making toward Autism 
Speaks,” said junior communication studies major 
and vice president of  membership development 
for AXiD Olivia Battinelli. “We want everyone to 
know how our philanthropy affects them and what 
we can do to help it.” 

On April 16, AXiD held its annual fundraising 
event, Xi Man. 

Contestants from different fraternities competed 
in four rounds of  events. The first round was 
Dress to Impress, which consisted of  the men 
being escorted around by their dates while their 
biographies were read. The second round was a 
rap about AXiD. 

Next was fundraising. Contestants had to run 
around in the audience with a bucket to try to 
solicit donations. 

Last was the trivia round, during which the 
participants had to answer one to two questions 
about the sisters and their philanthropy. The 
winner was junior psychology major Carristian 
Brown from Sigma Phi Epsilon. In total, they 
raised $730 for this event. Ten percent of  the 
total earnings from Xi Man went to Brown’s 
philanthropy, Big Brothers Big Sisters of  America.  

“We have had a lot of  help from sisters to 
help plan and make these events possible,” said 
Battinelli. “Even if  it is just running to go grab a 
last-minute prop to go toward the event, it went 
a long way. Every sister has genuinely wanted to 
contribute, and that has never gone unnoticed.”

So far, through the events they had this week, 
they have raised $1,871.

Podosek stated, “We hope, in the fall, to 
continue to hold fundraisers and events for Autism 
Speaks in addition to continuing our ‘Light it Up 
Blue Week’ during April, which is National Autism 
Awareness Month.” 

Rider ‘lights it up blue’
By Theresa Evans

BROOKE Hunter, a Rider history professor, is 
known among students for her love of  the 
subject, so when she was named local historian 
for Lawrence Township on March 20 at a 

township council meeting, it was a dream come true. 
Appointed by Lawrence Township’s five-member 

council, Hunter will serve as town historian “to fill an 
unexpired four-year term ending Dec. 31, 2019.” She 
will have the opportunity to “seek reappointment” 
once the term has ended.   

“It’s very exciting,” said Hunter. “It was nice to be 
selected and I feel like, most importantly, I can make a 
contribution.”

Hunter believes that as a professional historian, she 
will be able to utilize her expertise in her new role.   

 “What I can bring that will be, I think, enormously 
useful is to work to catalog the township archive 
because currently, it is not cataloged. To create an 
online, accessible catalog, [we have to] digitize the 
material. If  you want people to be interested in local 
history, you have to help them to access it,” she said.

According to Hunter, her responsibilities as 
historian include researching and preserving Lawrence 
history, lecturing and publishing about “local history,” 
planning tours and events for Lawrence History 
Month in October for local schools and resolving 
“history-related issues.”  

“What encouraged me to take this position was 
that I saw it as a great opportunity to further Rider’s 
Engaged Learning Program because it gives me access 
to community resources that I can involve our students 
in,” said Hunter. “I think that it is important for Rider 
to be an active and engaged community member, 
not only in the broader area, but right here where 
we live, especially given the fact that town hall is our 
neighbor.” 

Hunter incorporates “place-based learning” into 
her classes, encouraging students to study local history, 
she said. 

Junior secondary education and history major 
Ryan Ciaccio said, “Professor Hunter’s expertise is 
always incorporated into the classroom environment 
and local projects. She understands Lawrence very 
well and always informs us of  areas surrounding the 
campus to connect to course material.” 

“For our History of  New Jersey class, our local 
history project has us work in groups to study lesser-
known historic parts of  Lawrence,” he added. “Our 

group is tasked with studying the forest to the west 
of  Rider known as ‘The Big Woods,’ studied by 
renowned environmentalist Aldo Leopold. Professor 
Hunter’s previous research and knowledge of  the 
area has helped us explore a rich history within our 
campus.”

Hunter mentioned that studying a local area allows 
better access to resources and influences appreciation 
of  the area, which is why she incorporates projects 
about Lawrence history into the classroom. 

“What I would like to be clear is that what I do 
in the classroom with the students encourages my 
research and then I use my research effectively in the 
classroom, so it’s sort of  a two-way street,” she said. 

Due to a class project she assigned, Hunter became 
interested in Lawrence Township history. 

“Because it focused on Louisville Road and 
African-American history, I started doing my own 
research on slavery and abolition, so that’s what I have 
done a lot on. As township historian, I am hoping to 
publish a book that basically now will cover the full 
history of  African-Americans in Lawrence Township, 
building on slavery and abolition.”

In 2012, Hunter received the Lawrence Township 
Podmore/Dwyer Historic Award for this research. 

Hunter also serves as a Board of  Trustees member 
for the Lawrence Historical Society. 

“Dennis Waters, who is the outgoing township 
historian, was on the board, so I became friends with 
Dennis, and when he decided that it was time to move 
on to other endeavors, he suggested that I would be a 
good replacement for the position. And because I have 
enjoyed working with the public in Lawrence and the 
township and the society, I decided that I would.”

Junior history major Shannon LeRoy said she felt 
inspired by Hunter’s work. 

“Learning that she got this honor has shown me 
another option for what I can do with a history degree 
after I graduate,” she said. “She has inspired me to do 
my own research on things I am curious about, along 
with where to start researching for a project. She is 
one of  the people who have influenced me to not give 
up on my dreams and continue following them, even 
when there are bumps in the road.”

breaking news awards, and Brandbergh is a finalist in 
the feature writing category. 

Together, former executive editor Tom Regan, 
’17, O’Mara and D’Elia are finalists in the in-depth 
reporting category. O’Mara and D’Elia are also 
finalists in the general news photography category. 

The winners will be announced at the April 22 
awards banquet. 

“Dr. [Jackie] Incollingo once told us in a class, 
‘Question everything, and don’t let anyone intimidate 
you,’” said D’Elia. “I think Shanna, Tom and I did 
our best to embrace that, especially when we were 
covering Westminster because there are so many 
questions and emotions surrounding the sale.” 

Brandbergh added, “This is the first time I’m 
nominated for an SPJ, and the fact that professional 
journalists have selected my story is a huge honor. It’s 
one of  the stories I’m most proud of, so it felt great to 
be recognized.” 

Rider News honored 
at awards banquet

Professor appointed Lawrence historian
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SUMMER
SESSIONS

GET AHEAD. CATCH UP.

SADDLE UP 

Enroll in Summer Sessions to:

• Complete classes in half the time with courses offered 

in 6-week and 3-week formats.

• Save money by completing classes at almost half the 

tuition — undergraduate summer tuition is only $650 

per credit. Enroll in 4 courses for the price of 3.

• Catch up or get ahead to graduate in four years  

or less!

• Improve your GPA. Maintain your scholarship.

• Choose from hundreds of courses in humanities,  

social sciences, sciences and business. Courses 

offered online and on-campus.

• Earn credit while studying abroad or with domestic 

travel experiences led by Rider faculty.

• Participate in many fun activities: trips to Philadelphia 

and/or New York City, movie nights, barbeques, and 

many others! 

REGISTER TODAY!

Race through 

your required 

courses this 

summer.

SUMMER SESSION I 

begins on May 14

SUMMER SESSION II

begins on July 2

www.rider.edu/summer 
summer@rider.edu • 609-896-5033
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Motorola CEO talks tech, homeland security 

Federal program creates pipeline for aspiring scientists
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CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

to Angelica Benitez, director of  the campus’ McNair 
program. 

Biology professor Kelly Bidle said the program has 
led to a high rate of  students pursuing higher degrees 
after they leave Rider. 

“Over the years, I’ve had eight to 10 McNair 
students, all with really different stories,” Bidle said. 
“Some are minority students, some are first-generation, 
some come from low-income backgrounds, but they all 
must have strong academic potential and have the desire 
to go into STEM fields for graduate school.”

The McNair program helps students prepare for 
graduate school and get into the research lab to gain 
the skills they need to be competitive applicants, Bidle 
said. A majority of  them is accepted into master’s and 
Ph.D. programs in the sciences, ranging from biology to 
chemistry to psychology, she said. 

Ovando was not always certain if  going to college 
would be an option for him. He struggled with poverty 
throughout most of  his childhood. His parents, who 
immigrated to the U.S. from Guatemala in the 1990s, 
divorced when he was 8 years old. Ovando’s mother 
raised him and his younger brother as a single parent for 
most of  their lives and worked in a factory to support 
them. Now, Ovando said he wants to focus on giving 
back. 

“I want to be able to help the world, in a sense,” he 
said. “I want to be there to find a cure and help people 
out to make sure no massive outbreak reaches everyone, 
and study infectious diseases — like when people looked 
at how Ebola spread, how it grew and came from Africa 
to the U.S.” 

Senior biology major Alexandra Rae Santora, 
a McNair scholar since her sophomore year, also 
understands the struggle of  being the first in her 
family to obtain a bachelor’s degree. But on April 13, 
she made a crucial decision for the next step of  her 
career: to attend the University of  Southern California 
for her doctorate in marine biology and biological 
oceanography. 

“As a first-generation college student, I’ve always 
felt a little alone when it came to navigating my college 
education and planning my future,” Santora said. 
“Without the McNair program, I would have never felt 
like I was competitive enough of  a student to get into 
graduate school, let alone a Ph.D. program, but they 
pushed me to achieve that goal for the past two years.”

The McNair program is the “only concentrated 
vehicle dedicated to enrolling Rider students into 

graduate school,” Benitez said in November.
Bidle explained, “It’s a really great program where, 

on the science side, we bring the students into our 
research labs. We work on the hard research skills they 
need to know. The McNair program, which is led by 
Angelica Benitez, Queen Jones and their staff, work on a 
lot of  the soft skills students need: interviewing, learning 
how to network, as well as providing rigorous [Graduate 
Record Examinations] prep courses. We’ve built a really 
great relationship over the years.”

The program accepts a class of  about 27 students 
every year. Sophomore behavioral neuroscience major 
Skye Wurmbrand was among those students this year.

“I have always been one to love science and all 
it has to offer, so when I found a path that I could 
follow through with, I jumped at that opportunity,” 
Wurmbrand said. “I found a passion by combining 
genetics with the inner workings of  the brain and 
psychology. After completing a master’s program and 
possibly a Ph.D., my long-term goal is to become a 
genetic counselor so I can help couples learn about their 
genetic pasts and give them probabilities about their 
future children.”

Wurmbrand and Ovando both work with Bidle as 
their mentor. Bidle mentioned that she teaches Ovando 
how to use molecular DNA sequencing to identify 
different kinds of  bacteria. Ovando uses bacteria 

samples that he collected from different environments — 
the Rider Rock, Centennial Lake, his roommate’s video 
game controllers and even his own doorknob. 

“It’s really all about getting these kids to know some 
modern methods of  the lab, so when they apply to 
grad school, they’re competitive applicants,” Bidle said. 
“Any graduate program will want to know about that 
experience.”

Santora credited the McNair program and the 
science department for helping her find her place in 
college and a sense of  direction. An aspiring marine 
biologist, she said she became “absolutely infatuated 
with the natural world on every scale” while at Rider, 
and “realized how incredible science truly is.”

Bidle said she is proud that the McNair students she 
works with are advancing onto graduate programs. 

“It means they love research, and they want to take 
that passion and get their master’s, or get their Ph.D., 
and eventually become researchers and college faculty. 
There’s a nice personal feeling, mentoring these students 
and seeing them succeed through the program.” 

Santora added, “I’ve always been able to push myself  
in the classroom, but I really had no clue how to turn 
that into a practical future for myself. Without McNair, I 
don’t think I would have had the support I needed to do 
that.” 

 

Luis Ovando spends a late night at the biology research lab, where he studies bacteria as a Ronald E. McNair scholar. 

By Lauren Lavelle

CHAIRMAN and CEO of  Motorola Solutions, Greg Brown, enlightened the Rider 
community with a talk on April 12 about the company’s role in homeland 
security throughout its 90-year reign as one of  the top telecommunication firms 
in the world. 

Hosted by the Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics, Brown began his 
discussion by revealing his father, Harris R. Brown, graduated from Rider in 1948. 

“He was hardworking and fiercely proud of  Rider,” he said. “I am, in large part, 
standing here because of  him.”

Brown, who has held the position of  CEO for 11 years, then informed the 
audience of  Motorola’s accomplishments by traveling back to its roots. 

“Most of  you know or think of  Motorola when you look at one of  these,” Brown 
said as he displayed an outdated flip phone to the audience. “I bet a lot of  you don’t 
know what [Motorola] does. Motorola invented the cellphone, it invented the pager, 
it invented cellular wireless infrastructure, it invented many elements of  the TV, 
it invented the first transponder that communicated the first walk on the moon in 
1969, and it invented the first car radio.”

According to Brown, though, Motorola’s top invention is often overlooked by the 
public who tend to favor the technological aspects of  the company. 

“I think the best business Motorola is in is not even talked about,” he said. “It’s 
public safety. [Motorola is] a mission-critical public safety organization.”

He compared Motorola to other popular service providers such as Verizon 
Communications Inc., AT&T Inc. and Sprint Corp. and stressed that public safety 
can only maintain its reliability from Motorola’s private network. 

“In public safety, you use a private network because it has to be 100 percent, 
always on, fully redundant, immediate response with the push of  a button,” Brown 
said. “It is life-or-death, and other networks are not designed that way.”

Motorola also plays a large role in homeland security, something Brown 
emphasized greatly throughout his presentation. 

“Securing the homeland is not about a Motorola radio, taser, glock or a wall,” 
he said. “It is much more significant than that. I think you have to understand the 
interdependency or interconnectivity between outside and inside the U.S.”

Brown said first responders are a crucial part of  Motorola’s security efforts and 
their technology must be kept up to date throughout the changing times. 

“[First responders’ lives] are hours of  boredom and moments of  terror,” said 
Brown. “When they’re confronted with a situation, they always say in their behavior, 
‘Eyes up, hands free.’ That’s what a police officer needs. So when we think about 
the deployment of  communications, the technology has to be deployed in a way 
that is eyes-up and hands-free. They have to be able to handle that situation because 
they’re there alone until backup arrives.”

Motorola is also attempting to keep up with newer forms of  communication and 
social media in its call centers. 

“In the old days, it was just a phone call,” said Brown. “Today, it’s much more 
complicated. You might get texts, Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat [messages]. How 
does that command center in that [situation] get all that information and then 
combine it on the scene with incident management with a first responder? We are 
doing that.”

Former Pennsylvania Gov. Mark Schweiker, who introduced Brown to the 
audience, respects Motorola’s efforts and commends Brown for his leadership within 
the company. 

“This is an important enterprise because of  the consistency of  communications 
and the reliability of  it,” Schweiker said. “[Brown] is someone who, I believe, has 
the whole assertive leadership mentality, but lives through it in a very compelling 
way. People do not just like Greg Brown; they follow Greg Brown and work and 
support the vision of  Greg Brown. I think that’s special and a unique quality of  our 
friend and, now, a member of  the Rider family.”

Brown concluded his speech with a message for the students in the audience. 
“You’ll all have degrees, and you’ll have this major and that GPA,” he said. “I 

don’t look at that. I look at attitude, I look at grit, I look if  you’ve played the five of  
clubs. I’d rather hire somebody from Rider than Yale because it tells me more about 
the person.”
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By Jessica Hergert

THE Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) 
Theater will open its doors on 
April 20 for Operation Comedy, a 
donation-based show to benefit the 

Rider Veterans Fund.
Previously called the Convoy 

Comedy Show, Operation Comedy 
features on- and off-campus talent, 
including the Rider Improvised 
Organizational Troupe (RIOT), local 
comedians Melissa Diaz and Jeffrey 
Paul, and a special appearance from 
The Rolling Tones — formerly The 
Rider Vibes — who will sing the 
National Anthem. 

Thomas Reddington, coordinator 
of  Veteran and Military Affairs and 
producer of  the show, explained the 
importance of  giving back to those who 
have served for this country.

“This fund is used for helping to 
defray any unexpected expenses for 
veterans, the military and military 
dependents — spouses and children 
— that would jeopardize them from 
continuing their education,” he said. 
“The Rider student body may not 
be aware of  it, but they have heroes 
walking the hallways along with them.”

The show begins at 7 p.m. after 
an hour-long information fair in the 
BLC lobby with representatives from 
six veteran service organizations 
including the U.S. Department of  
Veterans Affairs, the New Jersey 
Department of  Military and Veterans 
Affairs (NJDMAVA), the Veteran 
Center of  Ewing, Military OneSource, 
the Transition Assistance Program, 
and Veterans of  Foreign Wars 

Student Service Program. Rider’s 
Entrepreniual Training Program, run 
by Associate Dean of  the Department 
of  Management Ron Cook, will also be 
in attendance.

Joe Nyzio, a certified veterans 
service officer from NJDMAVA, will 
also make an appearance at the info 
session. 

Reddington said, “In the veterans’ 
world, it is very hard to get your hands 
on an actual [veteran] officer because 
they are so busy. And we are going to 
have one in the lobby.”

Following the fair, donations will be 
accepted at the door of  the theater and 
the two-hour show will begin. 

Senior graphic design major Steven 
Stein, the host and self-proclaimed 
“onstage ringmaster,” is excited to get 
students to come out and see the show. 

“I think what happens with students 
is that we all like to stay indoors. We all 
just like to stay cooped up in our rooms 
and not go out and try to have fun,” 
Stein said. “One of  the things about 
Operation Comedy is the fact that you 
have the chance to go out and have fun, 
feel a connection between the people 
onstage versus the people offstage and 
to understand those unsung heroes 
and appreciate what they have done 
and how they are impacting our Rider 
community without us really even 
knowing it.”

Chris Garino, senior communication 
studies major and president of  RIOT, 
echoed Stein’s thoughts as he prepared 
the set list of  games the troupe will 
perform. 

“It’s such a great cause. It’s here to 
represent Rider veterans, but it’s also 
very universal, and it’s free,” he said. 
“If  you’re a Rider student in the area, 
you really don’t have a reason not to 
come. It’s just a bunch of  students and 
local talent in the area trying to make 
you laugh, raising awareness for a very 
real thing that is on our campus and 
around our nation and the world in 
general. I think the best avenue to do 
that is through a comedy show.”

During intermission, there will be 
a raffle of  prizes, some of  them sillier 
than others as the show’s crew will try 
to top last year’s canned ham prize, said 
Garino. 

Senior communication major 
Zane Birnie, a student worker for the 
Veterans and Military Affairs Office 

and casting director of  the show, has 
been excitedly rehearsing his stand-up 
sketch for the show. He believes 
Operation Comedy boils down to one 
word: “fun.” 

“We are part of  something way 
bigger than ourselves,” Birnie said. 
“We are trying to make something 
memorable.”

Once the show is over, attendants 
are invited to an after-party in the 
pub hosted by the Rider Veterans 
Association. 

Those involved encouraged veterans, 
students and faculty alike to attend the 
show and hopefully have some laughs. 

“We’re just making memories, one 
joke at a time,” said Stein.

P R E V I E W

Giving back to ‘unsung heroes’ through stand-up comedy 

Rider’s Operation Comedy show on April 20 will benefit veterans and their families and feature on- 
and off-campus comedy talent.
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The “Me Too Monologues” unify, resonate with Rider students
By Lauren Minore

IN recent months, students across the country have 
been able to say, “Me too” when it comes to social 
issues like mental health and sexual harassment. 

On April 12, senior musical theater major and 
director of  the “Me Too Monologues” Kara Jönsson 
shed light on this growing phenomenon.

Founded at Duke in 2009, the “Me Too 
Monologues” is new to Rider this year but will 
become an annual tradition sponsored by the 
Student Government Association (SGA), according 
to former SGA president and senior English major 
John Modica. 

Jönsson’s adaptation served as a platform to 
openly discuss mental health and sexual harassment. 
The monologues about real stories and experiences 
were anonymously submitted by Rider students, then 
chosen and edited by the production team. 

“The concept is students having stories and 
situations, and other students having them too,” 
Jönsson said. “I think every campus needs some kind 
of  communication.” 

The show opened with an ensemble piece about 
body image and insecurities, entitled “Spider Webs 
& Lace,” written by senior musical theater major 
Kayla Matters.

As each individual actor spoke, beginning with, 
“There once was a boy” or “There once was a girl,” 
the lines detailed familiar stories young adults face, 
such as low self-esteem and the negative influences 
of  social media. 

“When I was sitting in the audience 
listening to the stories, there were many 
times where I thought, ‘Oh that’s my 
story too’ or ‘I have dealt with that 
in my life,’” junior film, television 
and radio major Paige Ewing said. 
“The incorporation of  so many 
different topics and mediums 
of  performance allowed [the 
production] to reach so many 
different people.” 

The cast recited, “She wears 
her spider webs like battle scars,” 
while moving in choreographed 
synchronization as a group. Spider 
webs were used as an analogy for 
stretch marks, a common source of  
body insecurity for women and men 
alike. 

“I Don’t Condone Suicide,” 
a chilling monologue about a 
suicide attempt, was performed by 
sophomore musical theater major 
Patrice Hrabowskie. 

Audience members were 
captivated by Hrabowskie’s standout 
performance and her ability to convey 
the intensity and the vulnerability of  
this account. 

“I was ready to give up the smell of  
coffee, of  Windex,” she declared. “I was 

ready to say goodbye to the sun.”
Paying careful attention to the emotional 

trauma susceptible to the actors, Jönsson said she 
reminded her cast that these stories were not 
about “wallowing” over the subject matters, but 

showing how one can overcome such battles. 
“As Men,” an ensemble piece featuring 

freshmen musical theater majors Dylan 
Erdelyi, Brad Weatherford and Maclean 

Kennedy, acknowledged the 
pressures of  masculinity.

This piece called to encourage 
young men to continue fighting the 
“like a girl,” “toughen up,” and 
“be a man” stigmas and reminded 

audience members of  the effect 
these stereotypes can pose on one’s 

self-esteem.
Freshman musical theater major 

Katie Collins said, “I struggle with 
mental health issues, and it was cool to 
see a piece where this was all discussed 
so openly. [It gave] me confidence to 
share what I go through and not be 
ashamed of  it.”

After intermission, the second 
act opened with a “Me Too” video, 
which encapsulated the themes of  
Jönsson’s production. 

The video — which featured 
clips of  singer Halsey’s moving poem 

at the 2018 Women’s March in New York City, 
the American Olympic women’s gymnastics team 
testifying at the Larry Nassar court case and pop 
singer Ke$ha’s “Praying” music video — culminated 
the very essence of  this production: the strength and 
power in unity. 

“[The video was] an emotional part of  the 
rehearsal process when everyone in the cast finally 
felt connected to the piece,” said freshman musical 
theater major Georgia VanRy.

Audiences watched in awe as junior acting major 
Jacey Schult delivered the monologue “I Want it 
Back,” which recalled a painful, heart-wrenching 
and abusive sexual encounter. 

Schult’s monologue detailed the severe trust issues 
and insecurities her character faces long after the 
traumatic experience.

“I cried so many times,” said freshman musical 
theater major Grace Deedrick. “There was 
something in here everyone could relate to.”  

Jönsson’s interpretation of  the “Me Too 
Monologues” unified audience members. The 
emotional capability of  the cast, the unique and 
creative vision for the show, and the willingness 
to accept these real stories brought a newfound 
sense of  “renewed pride and hope” to the Rider 
community, she said. 

“The idea is that no one is alone,” she said. 
“There is always someone feeling the same way, and 
there is someone always willing to help.”

By Nicoletta Feldman

NUMEROUS Disney and children’s 
fairy tales will soon trade 
places and take the stage as the 
Westminster Players prepare to 

perform their production of  the musical 
“Into the Woods.”

The show, with music and lyrics 
by American composer Stephen 
Sondheim, was inspired by James 
Lapine’s book. It features characters 
from several well-known fairy tales 
— including Cinderella, Little Red 
Riding Hood, Jack and the Beanstalk 
and Rapunzel — who meet the baker 
and his wife to create a new, unique 
storyline.

“Into the Woods” follows the baker, 
played by freshman vocal performance 
major Noah Bram, and the baker’s 
wife, played by junior vocal and 
choral music education major Alexa 
Lucchesse, who both badly want a 
child, but “have no luck due to a curse 
the witch from next door puts on their 
home,” according to Lucchesse. 

The witch then tells the couple that 
there are certain objects they need to 
collect in order to break the spell.

“On their journey, they meet many 
well-known fairy tale characters [who] 
could be of  great help to them in 
obtaining the objects,” Lucchesse said.

Variety will be on display in the 

musical as it boasts a wide array of  
characters from Cinderella’s evil 
stepsisters to the baker’s wife.

Junior music education major 
Julia Donahue, who plays one of  
Cinderella’s stepsisters, Lucinda, 
says that her character is “very into 

her looks and, in general, not a very 
pleasant human.”

On the contrary, Lucchesse says the 
baker’s wife is “maternal, loving and 
kind.”

“When I describe the baker’s wife, 
I like to say she is very organic,” 
Lucchesse said. “Every move she makes 
comes straight from her heart, and I 
think she is relatable to many members 
of  the audience.”

Despite the vast differences in 
the roles they play, Lucchesse and 

Donahue’s respective characters 
have brought them both their fair 
share of  enjoyment.

“What a fun and challenging 
role this has been,” Lucchesse said. 
“She is unlike me in a lot of  ways, 
yet I came to discover connections 
between her and [me].”

The same holds true for Donahue 
and Lucinda.

“I have so much fun playing this 
character,” Donahue said. “I can’t say 
I really relate to her in any way, but 
because she is such an extreme comedic 

archetype, it hasn’t been difficult to 
really channel my crazy side.”

Overall, the characters come 
together to create what Donahue calls 
“a crazy mashup” of  fairy tales on 
stage, and “a whirlwind in the very best 
way,” as Lucchesse describes. 

On the surface, “Into the Woods” 
may appear to be nothing more than a 
typical musical; however, it offers much 
more to the audience than just song 
and dance.

Senior music education major 
McKenzie Sterner, executive director 
of  the Westminster Players, credits the 
cast and crew for the sense of  “fun” 
and “feeling” that the musical will 
convey to the audience. 

“It doesn’t matter your role in the 
show; the family that is created through 
working together in this community is 
astounding,” Sterner said. “The show 
has a lot of  heart, and the people that 
have been working on it have a true 
passion for the story, and I think that 
shows through.”

Lucchesse also expressed Sterner’s 
ideas of  “fun” and “feeling” within 
“Into the Woods,” saying that 
audiences can expect a multitude of  
emotions. 

“Be ready to laugh, to love, to hate 
and, most of  all, to learn from this 
show,” Lucchesse said. “I’m thrilled 
for the audience to experience this 
incredible story.”

A preview performance of  “Into the Woods” 
will take place on April 19 at 8:30 p.m. Full 
performances will take place on April 20 at 
8:30 p.m. and April 21 at 1 p.m. in Bristol 
Chapel. Tickets can be purchased at https://
bit.ly/2H2NYQF. 

P R E V I E W

Fairy tale worlds collide in “Into the Woods” 

7

Lindsay Andrews (far left) and the cast of the “Me Too Monologues” delivered a moving and emotional performance on April 12. The production featured 
monologues detailing real stories, submitted by Rider students. 
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Junior Alexa Lucchesse and freshman Noah Bram rehearse for the Westminster Players’ 
performance of  “Into the Woods” with conservatory teacher Jamie Olszak on piano. 
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By Jessica Nunes and Austin Boland-Ferguson

THE warm weather, reminiscent of  summer, made an electrifying Friday 
night possible for the Rider community. 

On April 13, Rider held its third annual Rock Fest sponsored by 
the Student Entertainment Council (SEC) on the Campus Green. 

According to sophomore business education major and SEC member 
Carmelo Burrafato, the event drew a crowd of  over 700 people. 

“We wanted [Rock Fest] to be bigger and better than ever, of  course,” he 
said, “[with] more fun things to do and more of  a reason to stay.”

The event supplied free food and a wide range of  activities. Rock Fest 
was headlined by its traditional live music and bonfire, with this year’s music 
being performed by local band Steal the Sky.

Other activities included rock climbing, a fireworks display, mechanical 
bull riding, a blow-up basketball game and an inflatable wrecking ball for 
people to swing on. 

Liam Bloodgood, a freshman dance major, said, “One thing that I wish 
they had at Rock Fest was a bouncy house and a zip line, which I heard was 
so much fun at last year’s [event].”  

Sarah Buffaloboy, a sophomore political science major, said, “I definitely 
enjoyed my time at Rock Fest more than Cranberry Fest. There are so many 
more activities and things to do that make time fly by.” 

 As the night came to a close, people started to munch on s’mores and 
watch fireworks.

Bloodgood said,“I think Rock Fest is better than Cranberry Fest because 
it gave me nostalgia about going home and having fun like I do at a carnival. 
I also think that there are more activities to do. My favorite part about going 
to Rock Fest, since this is my first year, was grabbing a slice of  pizza and 
sitting down to watch the fireworks.” 

In years past, Rock Fest has had many other activities that included zip 
lining, people throwing fire sticks and lawn games.

Buffaloboy said, “I went to Rock Fest last year, and I had so much fun on 
the zip line; I wish they had the zip line this year.”

Burrafato explained the reasoning behind its absence.
“The line last year was too crazy,” he said. “Plus the zip line was all the 

way in the back for safety reasons, so it took away from the central area — 
the stage, games and food.”

Despite this, Burrafato was pleased with the turnout of  Rock Fest. 
“We really got a lot of  people to come out, which is hard to do 

sometimes,” he said. “The weather could not have been more perfect, the 
band was so energetic. It was overall a very successful event.”

R E V I E W

Third annual Rock Fest brings energy, omits zip line

Local band Steal the Sky performs to a crowd of students at Rider’s third annual Rock Fest on April 
13. The event included activities such as a bonfire, rock climbing and a mechanical bull. 
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‘‘ Be ready to laugh, to love, to hate and, most of  all, to 
learn from this show. ” 
 AlexA lucchesse, junior vocAl And chorAl music educAtion mAjor
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Hard conversations 
should be part of 
learning process

THROUGHOUT our lives, we 
have heard the saying “Play 
it safe” and have had our 
health teachers warn us 

about a graphic scene coming up 
in educational films. When we 
were younger, teachers were seen 
as guides in the absence of  parents 
to make sure that children were not 
being fed information their parents 
would not give them. 

This narrative has coddled the 
minds and perspectives of  young 
adults, even in more mature settings 
such as college lectures. 

Because our generation seems 
to be so involved in controversial 
issues and social movements, which 
are prevalent on social media, this 
has affected the way we act in class; 
we are biased toward our own 
opinions. Learning about both sides 
of  a story only helps us build our 
knowledge, and young adults should 
seize this opportunity. Scrubbing 
campuses clean of  uncomfortable 
topics, conversations and debates is 
no way to improve learning. 

Former President Barack Obama 
responded to the idea of  cutting 
funds to colleges with political 
biases by saying this “runs contrary 
to everything we believe about 
education,” adding that students 
entering college should not have 
to be coddled and protected from 
different points of  view.

College is a learning course 
with a dose of  reality. Students 
are able to construct their own 
perspectives of  the world as well as 
come in contact with other students 
whose ideals and beliefs may be 
completely different. In reality, 
everyone is from varied origins, 
backgrounds and experiences and 
have a contrasting outlook on the 
world. 

According to a Rider News 
poll, 71 percent of  the 38 voters 
believe that American students 
are too sensitive to certain matters 
discussed in class. 

Students tend to be sheltered 
when discussing controversial 
topics, like politics, but they 
should have the right to express 
their opinions or troubles toward 
any situation. Students choosing 
to speak out and express their 
concerns is not new. In the late 
1960s and early ‘70s, many 
college campuses held rallies and 
demonstrations all over the country 
about the war in Vietnam, racism 
and other social issues. College 
students should be capable of  
withstanding an opinion from 
a peer and be able to conduct 
themselves civilly when engaged in 
a debate. 

They should get comfortable 
with opposing views, not to 
sympathize with the opposition but 
to strengthen their own stances. 

This hostility should not affect 
their views; it should drive them. 
It should only make your rebuttal 
stronger, not force you into a safe 
space. 

College students are trained 
to go into the real world and face 
whatever comes at them — the 
harsh and the beautiful. Will a 
professor disclaiming that a topic 
talked about in class has to do with 
sexual assault or drug abuse help or 
hinder students from reality?

Social media has made a huge 
impact on how many people react 
to statements they do not agree 
with. A Facebook rant about a 
political view can get thousands 
of  shares and also major backlash. 
This is affecting how sensitive 
students may be in the classroom 
and may hinder them from starting 
an intellectual debate. College is 
all about challenging ourselves and 
ensuring that we are educated on 
even the hardest of  subjects. This 
can’t happen if  we are too afraid 
to bring up cultural and social 
questions in class that may offend 
someone else. 

 People are simply kidding 
themselves if  they do not recognize 
sexism, racism or ageism in today’s 
society. Stereotyping based on 
disability, sexual orientation or 
religion is prevalent. “Protecting” 
students from this reality is only 
hurting them in the long run. 
Living in denial is no way to mature 
beyond college. From listening, we 
are able to form our own opinions, 
grow and educate ourselves more. 
Hiding from awkward or touchy 
subject matters is hurting our 
knowledge rather than nurturing it. 
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FRESHMAN FINDINGS

With a late spring, 
time to get outside 

THERE is nothing better than 
feeling the warmth of  the sun on 
your skin after a long and snowy 
winter. We have seen students 

trading their sweaters for sandals, and 
with that comes a burst of  new energy. 
Spring is the reawakening of  life and 
is celebrated through the various 
activities available for Rider students. 
As the weather warms up, more events 
are coming to campus. 

One of  the best ways to make 
yourself  feel good is to be active. 
Going for a run on the trail in the 
back of  campus or finding a nature 
hike in the area is a great way to get 
your health fix and enjoy the long-
awaited warm weather. 

Korean Theme Night is being held 
on April 18 in North Hall 129 from 
9:45 p.m. to 10:45 p.m. The Rider 
International Student Association 
and the Asian Students at Rider are 
hosting this event, and there will be 
food and drinks as well as traditional 
Korean music. This is an opportunity 
to not only enjoy snacks and K-POP, 
but also a chance to learn about 
another culture. 

The time to connect with nature 

is possible with the Earth Day 
Celebration on April 19 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. The theme for this 
year’s event is “health and wellness 
through the environment.” There will 
be various activities, such as making 
bowls of  granola, yoga, henna stations 
and more. This is an opportunity 
to learn about helping the planet 
through sustainability and to connect 
with the earth.  

Operation Comedy, benefited by 
the The Rider Veteran’s Fund, is an 
event dedicated to stand-up comedy 
and improv. It will feature Rider 
Improv Organizational Troupe, junior 
radio TV major, Zane Birnie and 
local comedians Melissa Diaz and 
Jeffery Paul. The event will take place 
at 7 p.m. in Bart Luedeke Center 
Theater on April 20. It’s not only 
a good excuse to take a break from 
studying for finals, but a chance to 
have a good laugh.

For those who want to experience 
the rush of  spectating and supporting 
your fellow 
Broncs, go 
to a sporting 
event. There ➠ SEE SPRING

PAGE  9
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Spring up and off your couch as the weather warms up
CONT’D FROM P. 8

Opinion
JUNIOR SPEAKS

What it's like to run a student organization

TO many, the idea of  becoming president or captain of  a club can seem quite 
daunting. It is understandable why some are so hesitant to get involved on 
executive boards. Yes, the responsibilities fall directly on those in charge, but that 
is what teams and committees are for: to help each other out. 

Leading a student organization on campus proves to be both challenging and 
rewarding. Throughout the year, you’re faced with a series of  highs and lows, but 
nothing compares to the sense of  accomplishment felt when leading your club or 
team to success. These victories can come in a variety of  forms because there are 
so many clubs and organizations on campus. This could mean a win for your sports 
team or tabling to raise money for a cause. Whatever it may be, playing a large role 
in the process makes the hard work pay off. 

For myself, these victories come in the form of  performances. This past year, I 
have served as president for the Rider Dance Ensemble; our main event is hosting 
a student-choreographed show each semester. There is a lot of  planning that goes 
into these performances, not just from myself  and the other board members, but 
from each individual choreographer and performer. The show requires the time and 
commitment of  everyone to ensure success. All the coordinating and scheduling can 
get meticulous, but nothing feels more invigorating than taking a bow on stage at 
the end of  the performance.

When asking another student leader on campus how he felt, his responses were 
similar. 

Junior marketing and sports management major Matthew Moran, who currently 
serves as vice president for club baseball, agreed that scheduling can be a pain when 
the weather is unfavorable. Moran also expressed concerns about including the 
whole team. 

“It’s challenging making everyone happy since there are only nine positions,” he 
said. “We want to win but also want to keep everyone involved and playing.” 

Being able to find a place for everyone is what these clubs on campus are all 
about. Although we take our positions and what we aim to accomplish seriously, at 
the end of  the day, we must make sure that everyone involved in our organization 
are enjoying themselves. 

The bonds created within these clubs is what truly matters. 
“The friendships are what makes it worth it,” said Moran. “Without club 

baseball, I wouldn’t have met half  the friends I have at Rider.” 
Some may be intimidated to have such an important role in a group that 

holds a large amount of  students, but it truly shapes all sorts of  qualities that can 
embellish what we are here to learn in college. Leadership, organizational skills and 
communicating with an executive board and other members of  the organization 
have helped shape the kind of  student I am.   

— Victoria Miller
Junior marketing major

are numerous baseball, softball and tennis games 
going on this spring. It might even inspire you to pick 
up a bat or a racket and play a sport on your own 
time. 

Venturing off  campus and delving into the 
Princeton culture of  food, shops and a community 
environment is a peaceful way to spend a Saturday 
afternoon at the end of  the semester. Grounds for 

Sculpture is also right around the corner in Hamilton, 
and with cheap student admission, it is a wonderful 
park for pictures and history. It is definitely a sight to 
see. 

It has been a cold winter and a late spring, but 
sunny days are coming to bring more life back to 
campus. Soon you’ll see people sprawled out on 
the lawn outside residence buildings or in front of  

Cranberry’s. There are many events and activities 
available for Rider students in the spring. The events 
I named are only a few examples of  the vast list of  
places you can go and interests you could pursue. So 
no more using the weather as an excuse to stay in your 
room. Go out and make some memories. 

— Tatyanna Carman 
Freshman journalism major

Our mission is to make you laugh!

rider.edu/vets

APRIL 20, 2018
7PM • BLC THEATER
Featuring JEFFREY PAUL,
R.I.O.T. Comedy Troupe and 
Local Talent, Zane Birnie and Melissa Diaz

FREE Admission • Donations Accepted
Proceeds benefit The Rider Veterans Fund
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 Earn credits toward your degree
 Choose from a wide range of courses 
 that meet this summer.
 Best value in the region – tuition is only $112   
 per credit for Middlesex County residents.

Four Start Dates: 
May 14, June 11, July 2 and 9

2600 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison, New Jersey

REGISTER NOW!
www.middlesexcc.edu
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Sports
B A S E B A L L

Broncs sweep hapless Peacocks
By Rob Rose

THE baseball team snapped a six-
game losing streak with a sweep 
of  MAAC opponent St. Peter’s. 
Rider’s offense exploded during 

the series, outscoring the opponent 
39-16 on April 13 and 14. 

Entering game one, the Peacocks 
had lost 63 consecutive games. Their 
last victory was against the Broncs at 
Sonny Pittaro Field on May 20, 2016. 
St. Peter’s went 0-38 last season and 
began 2018 at 0-24 overall. 

With a team batting average of  .255 
and a team ERA of  6.29, this season 
hasn’t been an overwhelming success 
for Rider, who won just six of  its first 
27 games. In the three-game series 
against the Peacocks, the Broncs got 
back in the win column. 

Junior Zack Gakeler got the start 
on the mound on April 13 and pitched 
a gem. The left-hander threw seven 
scoreless innings, allowing five hits 
and striking out nine batters. Gakeler 
earned his first career quality start 
and became the first Rider pitcher 
to record nine strikeouts in a game 
since San Diego Padres’ prospect Nick 
Margevicius. 

“I think Zack needed this to get on 
track,” said Head Coach Barry Davis. 
“His velocity was good. It was a good 
outing. We were able to get him some 
run support. He gave us the innings we 
needed without having to use too many 
guys out of  the bullpen.”

Junior first baseman Riley Mihalik 
powered the Broncs’ offense during the 
sweep, going 7-for-11 at the plate with 
three home runs and 11 RBI. 

The dominant weekend from 
Mihalik earned him MAAC Player of  
the Week and gave him the team lead 
in home runs with four and in RBI at 

22, while increasing his batting average 
to .303. 

“Riley had a big day,” said Davis. 
“He relaxed and drove the ball like he’s 
capable of. We got a nice, warm day 
and the ball carried a little. It gave us a 
boost, and we tacked on some more.”

Senior outfielder Harrison McClure 
was locked in at the plate during the 
doubleheader on April 14. He went 
5-for-10 with the bat over the two 
games, crushing an opposite-field home 
run to right-center field. McClure also 
had six RBI, two runs scored and two 
stolen bases. He is second on the team 
in home runs with two and tied for first 
in doubles with 10. 

The Broncs’ bullpen shut down 
the Peacocks’ offense in the series, 
highlighted by performances from 
juniors CJ Hirschy and Jordan 

Silverman. Hirschy tossed three and 
one-third scoreless innings with one 
hit and three strikeouts in relief  of  
sophomore Pete Soporowski during the 
seven-inning contest on April 14. 

Silverman entered the game in the 
top of  the ninth with the bases loaded 
and only one out on April 13. The 
Peacocks scored five runs in the inning, 
and it took Silverman three pitches to 
shut down their late rally. 

The sidearm-throwing left-hander 
earned a nine-out save on April 14, his 
second of  the season. He entered the 
game in the seventh inning and allowed 
two hits in three innings. 

“We needed to win these three 
games to get us back in the mix,” said 
Davis. “We reacted pretty good. They 
put some pressure on us. We swung the 
bat well. We got McClure and Riley 

going. We need confidence at the plate, 
and this helps us. We’re playing well. 
We handled our business today.”

After the series sweep, St. Peter’s 
losing streak reached 66 games. Rider 
has won seven consecutive games 
against the Peacocks and is 42-10 all-
time against them. 

“We can repeat the success at the 
plate by continuing to stick to our 
approach of  not trying to do too much 
with the baseball and having quality 
at-bats,” said sophomore outfielder Joe 
Simone.

The Broncs’ record is now 9-21 
overall and 4-4 in conference play. 
Rider returns to action with a three-
game series at Manhattan on April 21 
and 22 before returning home to face 
Rutgers, of  the Big Ten on April 24 at 
3:30 p.m.

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D 

Home sweet home: Track dominates on campus
By Brandon Scalea

THE men’s and women’s track and field teams rose 
to the occasion of  hosting a meet on campus, 
dominating the Rider Invite for overall first-place 
finishes. 

In both cases, Rider took the top spot by a wide 
margin over 15 other local schools on April 14. 

“It was a great day for the track and field 
program,” said Head Coach Bob Hamer. “We had 
some athletes that really took advantage of  the 
opportunity and had some big results.” 

Senior Christin Patrick continued his impressive 
outdoor season with a pair of  individual victories. He 
took first in the high jump with a mark of  1.99 meters, 
before cruising to a win in the 110-meter hurdles. His 
latter time of  14.89 was enough to qualify him for the 
IC4As. 

Freshman Christian Wiedman kept the pace going 
for the Broncs with a first-place finish of  his own in 
the 400-meter hurdles. The rookie scored a time of  
54.74. 

“Wiedman has been a really young, standout 
performer for the team this year,” said Hamer. “He 
is the quiet, steady performer who is poised to hit it 
big-time.”

Junior Russell Malko won MAAC Men’s Track 
Performer of  the week after winning the 400 with a 
personal best time of  48.18. He also ran anchor in the 
Broncs’ 4x400 relay team that won first place.

In the 4x100 relay, Rider was able to notch some 
more team points with a third-place finish. The 

quartet of  junior Alvin Abraham, sophomore Michael 
Cephas, freshman Seth Steinberg and freshman 
Marcquis Smallwood recorded a time of  42.44, an 
Intercollegiate Association of  Amateur Athletes of  

America-qualifying mark. 
Senior captain Danniel Belay said the team’s win 

came at the perfect time.
“It’s a great momentum boost for us,” he said. 

“Our focus was mainly to compete and make the best 
of  a chance to show out in front of  our home crowd.”

On the women’s side, sophomore Yohanny 
Rodriguez continued to make her presence known in 
the outdoor season, winning both the triple jump and 
high jump. 

“She is having a great season and every time 
she steps out to compete, she has the chance to do 
something special,” said Hamer. 

Sophomores Lindsay Bauer and Nicole Berry 
also added first-place performances to the home 
team’s total in the long jump and 400 meter hurdles, 
respectively. 

Prior to the start of  the meet, Rider Athletics 
unveiled a new name for its track in honor of  a late 
coach. The Michael P. Brady Track is named after 
the Hall of  Fame coach, ’76, who died last November. 
A brief  ceremony preceded the meet, with the team 
also announcing plans to soon construct an operations 
building connected to the track, which will help with 
the management of  meets and recruiting. Numerous 
donations from the community made this possible, 
according to a university press release. 

Hamer said it will be an honor to compete in future 
years on the track bearing the name of  his highly 
successful predecessor. 

Junior pitcher Jordan Silverman earned his second save of the season against St. Peter’s on April 14. He leads the team with 18 appearances, 17 out of the bullpen. 

Pe
te

r G
. B

or
g/

 R
id

er
 U

ni
ve

rs
it

y

Pe
te

r G
. B

or
g/

 R
id

er
 U

ni
ve

rs
it

y

Junior Russell Malko won MAAC Men’s Track Performer of the Week. 



12  The Rider News    April 18, 2018 

Sports
S O F T B A L L

Rider breaks curse in weekend sweep

Inside Today:  The 
baseball team swept St. 
Peter’s and extended 
the Peacocks’ 66-game 
losing streak.  Page 11

By Stephen Neukam

THE softball team won four straight 
games at home over the weekend, 
defeating Manhattan and St. 
Peter’s in two doubleheaders, 

which freshman baseman Payton 
Romines accredited to “saging the 
field.”

“It’s actually kind of  funny,” said 
Romines. “The older players on the 
team said that there was a curse on the 
field. We saged it and then we came 
up with two sweeps, so that might have 
something to do with it.” 

The curse she was referring to was 
the Broncs’ recent record after the team 
lost six straight games entering the 
weekend. The Rider bats came alive on 
April 14, defeating Manhattan, 8-1 and 
then 7-6. Most notably was a walk-off  
double for freshman infielder Melanie 
Wilkinson in game two. Rider collected 
14 hits over the span of  the two games. 
This offensive outburst comes after six 
straight games in which Rider failed to 
score over four runs. 

“We talked about having that grit 
and a never-give-up attitude,” said 
Head Coach Davon Ortega. “We just 
have to fight and fight and fight no 
matter what. It seemed to work.”

The Broncs carried this mentality 
into the April 14 game, defeating St. 

Peter’s 5-4, and 7-3. 
Rider led throughout game one, 

putting up four runs in the bottom 
of  the second inning to take an early 
advantage. Sophomore Elyse Cuttic, 
the starting pitcher for the game, began 
the inning with a lead-off  home run. 

The Peacocks tied the game in 
the fifth inning, but Rider reclaimed 
the lead when sophomore outfielder 
Sabrina Torres delivered a pinch-
hit single, which drove in what was 
ultimately the game-winning run in the 
bottom of  the sixth. 

Freshman Debra Jones picked up 
the win on the mound for the Broncs, 
pitching two and two-third innings of  
perfect relief  and striking out two.

Rider came from behind in game 
two on April 14 after St. Peter’s opened 
with a 2-0 lead. Romines came up with 
an RBI in the bottom of  the second to 
cut the Peacocks’ lead to 2-1. 

Romines then tied the game at 3 
with a two-run double in the bottom of  
the fourth, following a St. Peter’s home 
run in the third inning. 

Rider then blew the game open 
with a four-run sixth inning. Freshman 
infielder Sam Ward drove in a run on 
a fielder’s choice, and junior catcher 
Kiera Swank cleared the loaded bases 
with a three-run single to right field. 

The Broncs would then hold on to 
the lead. Sophomore Emily Oltman 
earned the win in game two, striking 
out six over four scoreless innings of  
relief. 

Rider lost a pair of  games to 
Wagner earlier in the week on April 11, 
dropping game one, 3-2, and game two, 
10-5.

Senior outfielder Toni Niño had 
an impressive weekend in particular, 
picking up her 100th career hit. She 
is the second Bronc to reach the 
milestone this season, following fellow 
senior outfielder Monica Clark.

“Toni is, by far, a player every coach 
wishes they had,” said Ortega. “She’s 
just phenomenal. I can’t say enough 
good things about her. She has been a 
great leader for the team. She just takes 
care of  everything and gets the job 
done.” 

Niño’s praises were also sung by 
Romines, who said, “She’s the most 
consistent player on the team. She 
makes sure everyone is on their game. 
She’s just a great person to be around.” 

Niño reached this mark during one 
of  the best seasons played in the last 
decade by a Bronc. She has the fourth-
most runs scored in the last ten years 
with 16 games left, after crossing the 
plate 33 times through 34 games. She 

has also been perfect on the basepaths, 
converting 7-for-7 stolen base attempts. 

Romines picked up five hits and 
drove in five runs over the four games, 
bouncing back from a rough stretch 
over the past couple of  weeks. Coming 
into the weekend, she had just two hits 
over the last six games. 

“I just had to fix my mentality,” 
said Romines. “I was in my head for 
a few of  the games before. [Volunteer 
Assistant] Coach Paul [Ortega] told 
me, ‘You’ve got this.’ I saw the ball 
better today than I felt like I did 
before.”

The resurgence of  offense by the 
Broncs was happily welcomed as Rider 
prepares for a road trip with more 
MAAC action.

“I think we need to remember what 
we did in these games. We need to take 
that and ride the momentum. Our next 
few MAAC opponents are not going to 
take us lightly because they see that we 
are hitting the ball. We just need to be 
mentally tougher,” said Davon Ortega. 

The wins place Rider seventh in the 
MAAC with a conference record of  5-5 
and an overall record of  12-22. 

Rider travels to sixth-place Fairfield 
on April 21 for a doubleheader 
beginning at 12 p.m.
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Freshman third baseman Payton Romines won MAAC Softball Rookie of the Week on April 17 for the second time this season. She hit .375 during the week with five RBI, four runs scored and is now batting .305 with 15 RBI this year.
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