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BRUCE HITS THE BLACKBOARD
A professor developed a course focusing on the 
music and legacy of  Bruce Springsteen.  page 6

ADDRESSING THE OPIOID CRISIS
Student commends local superintendent for 
requiring parents to attend opioid forum. page 8

ACROSS THE POND
A Rider ice hockey player competed in Europe for 
the ACHA Select Team. page 12

Relay For Life, a 12-hour American Cancer Society fundraiser hosted around the country, is an annual tradition at Rider.  This year’s event raised $54,256.99, according to co-chair Rushil Jain. 

Rider finding balance between free speech, safety
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By Megan Lupo

THIS spring and summer, faculty, staff  and 
students will team up with legal experts to draft 
a free speech policy for the university. 

Hoping to enact a policy for the 2018-19 
academic year, Vice President for Student Affairs 
Leanna Fenneberg said that with the increase 
of  student activism across campuses nationally, 
there have been measures taken at other schools 
to “address issues such as time, place and manner 
of  this expression in ways that fully protect speech 
while also ensuring the safety of  members of  the 
campus community and limit interference with the 
educational mission of  the institution.”  

Developing this kind of  policy can “support Rider 
as an institution which promotes the free exchange of  
intellectual thoughts and ideas,” Fenneberg said.

Associate Vice President for Student Affairs and 
Dean of  Students Cindy Threatt will be spearheading 
the drafting task.  

Threatt was chosen because of  her vast experience 
at Rider, Fenneberg said. 

“In her role as dean of  students, Dean Threatt has 
responsibility for oversight of  the Code of  Conduct 
for students,” Fenneberg said. “Given this role, her 
17 years working at Rider and understanding campus 
dynamics, and her ability to lead efforts that engage 
a number of  campus representatives, she was an 
obvious choice to lead this process.”

The inspiration of  creating this policy at Rider 
was sparked during the fall 2017 semester when 

Fenneberg and Threatt reviewed other colleges and 
universities’ policies and took notes on how to frame 
this research to serve Rider’s best interests.  

“At this early stage of  the process, it has begun 
with myself  and Threatt, collecting campus policies 
that can inform our own understanding of  how 
campuses are defining the purpose and structure 
outlined to protect free speech.” Fenneberg said. “For 
example, a group of  Student Affairs administrators 
with the Association of  Independent Colleges and 
Universities in New Jersey distributed a whole 
compendium of  policies from member campuses to 
create a shared understanding and approach across 
institutions.”

Although “none of  the specifics have been 
predetermined at this point,” Fenneberg said that it 
was crucial for the conversation of  such protection 
at Rider to commence and to “engage a number of  
relevant stakeholders to define the content of  the 
policy for Rider.”

Recently, a controversial topic discussed on college 
campuses is guaranteeing that expression of  ideas 
will not harm the educational process and sense of  
inclusion of  all people, while still protecting and 
encouraging free speech, Fenneberg said. 

A solution that could be offered at Rider, 
Fenneberg said, is “to enter a parallel discussion 
about establishing a Bias Incident Response Protocol. 
This type of  protocol, similar to free speech policies, 
is being implemented at institutions across the 
country.”

Student Government Association (SGA) President 
John Modica said students’ civil liberties should be 
the forefront of  the policy.

“I would hope such a policy guarantees our 
students’ rights to free expression and an open 
exchange of  ideas,” Modica said. “Regardless of  
what this policy addresses, though, I think it will also 
engage questions of  how the university manages 
informal student and community member on-campus 
gatherings and events, which I am not sure has been 
considered just yet.” 

Although the First Amendment protects all 
speech, even hate speech, there are legal exceptions 
determined by the U.S. Supreme Court which 
students might not be aware of.

Time, manner and place restrictions on speech 
include three requirements: that there is a danger to 
the public’s safety, the restriction is content-neutral 
and that there are alternative opportunities for the 
expression to occur.

However, even with these kinds of  restrictions, 
all speech will be welcomed on Rider’s campus, 
according to Fenneberg. 

“That essentially means that we will invite speech 
on campus that any one of  us may disagree with 
and feel uncomfortable with. You’ve seen in the 
news examples of  this – white supremacist speakers 
finding a platform on college 
campuses. There is often 
criticism as to why a campus 
would allow that perspective 

➠ SEE CAMPUS 
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Relay For Life raises over $50K
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A new initiative to provide guest meal swipes to students in need will provide more hot meals, which 
are a necessity that the recently opened food pantry is unable to provide. 
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Westminster layoffs taken back

Suspicious clothing
An outfit change was necessary. On March 23 at 8:54 p.m., Public Safety was 

called to Olson Hall for the report of an odor of suspected marijuana. After arriving, 
officers met with two female community assistants who led them to the room in 
question. The door was answered by a non-Rider student who said he was the 
resident’s boyfriend. He told Public Safety that he had smoked marijuana earlier in 
the day and the smell was most likely coming from his clothing. A request to search 
the room was granted, but there was no evidence of marijuana.

In plain sight
These roommates ain’t loyal. On March 23 at 2:10 p.m., Public Safety was called 

to Conover Hall to issue an alcohol violation. After arriving, officers met with a male 
community assistant who said a male student reached out to him regarding the 
well-being of his roommate. The student also claimed his roommate kept a large 
amount of alcohol in their room. Permission was granted to search the room, and 
several bottles of alcohol were found in plain sight. The student in question told 
Public Safety the alcohol was his, and an alcohol violation report was filed. 

— Information provided by Public Safety Coordinator Michael Yeh

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  L A U R E N  L A V E L L E

By Shanna O’Mara

WESTMINSTER Choir College (WCC) faculty can toss their formidable 
pink slips in the trash – for now.

In an email from President Gregory Dell’Omo this week, it was 
stated that the layoff  notices issued in October 2017 to 30 full-time 

faculty members on the Princeton campus have been rescinded. Dell’Omo said 
the transition of  Westminster from Rider to Kaiwen Education will not occur 
before the end of  the academic year. Therefore, the notices – which read that 
if  the sale is completed by then, WCC faculty members would no longer be 
Rider employees as of  Aug. 31, 2018 – are no longer applicable. 

Though some find hope in the fact that Rider will continue to operate the 
choir college through this summer, others are not satisfied with the inconsistent 
news coming forward about the sale.

“Dell’Omo claims his reason is another revision to the timeline for the 
sale, yet Dean [of  Westminster College of  the Arts Marshall] Onofrio told the 
Westminster community on Feb. 23 Westminster would be part of  Rider in 
2018,” said Elizabeth Scheiber, president of  Rider’s chapter of  the American 
Association of  University Professors (AAUP).

The withdrawal of  the pink slips comes just two days before the Board of  
Trustees and AAUP were scheduled to meet with an arbitrator to discuss the 
contractual validity of  the original notices.

“Without doubt, this is because [Dell’Omo] knew the administration would 
have lost their case,” Scheiber wrote.

Dell’Omo reminded the Rider community in his email that new notices will 
likely be delivered to the WCC faculty at the start of  the 2018-19 academic 
year “as the transition timetable becomes clearer.”

“We understand that when this occurs, Westminster faculty will also receive 
a conditional offer of  employment at Westminster, contingent upon several 
factors such as a successful completion of  the transaction,” he wrote.

Scheiber said retracting the layoffs “without settling the underlying issue” is 
problematic, but Dell’Omo pointed out that Kaiwen has stated its intention to 
extend employment offers to all current WCC faculty and staff.

Meal initiative takes aim at student food insecurity 
By Gianluca D’Elia

THE idea of  college students going home hungry is not as surprising as one 
may think it is. The challenges faced by low-income students have led local 
universities like Rider to expand their resources. Most recently, the university 
began a program in which students can donate guest swipes from their meal 

plan to a peer in need. 
The option to donate guest swipes from a spring semester meal plan has been 

available since March 19, and donations will resume next fall as well. The swipes 
will be assigned anonymously to students who have utilized Rider’s food pantry, 
which was implemented in February at the Vona Academic Annex.

“Here we are at a private school — it’s a wake-up call to all of  us to realize just 
how many of  our own students are in need,” said Jan Friedman-Krupnick, the 
university’s assistant vice president of  student affairs. “I’m so excited about this 
program, and that students are saying, ‘I want to do something.’ I know of  students 
that I’ve worked with who have not had food to eat. It’s really great to enhance what 
the food pantry is doing by providing meals for people.” 

She also expressed appreciation for student food donation coordinator Leanna 
DeMarco, the first student to approach the university about donating leftovers from 
Daly Dining Hall to homeless shelters. 

Rider joined several other schools in the area who have taken steps to address 
student poverty and food insecurity. In 2017, Rutgers, Montclair State, Cabrini, 
Rowan and Stockton opened up pantries, and Temple and TCNJ plan to open 
their own in the near future, said Dana Lopes, assistant director of  Student Support 
Services. 

The donation of  leftover meal plan swipes has seen success at other universities 
already. New York University implemented a similar program in 2016 after Jon 
Chin, a graduate student who founded the organization Share Meals, conducted a 
survey and discovered that over 45,000 swipes had gone unused. 

Friedman-Krupnick said she approached Aramark, Rider’s dining services 
provider, to see if  students could donate their guest passes to students who did not 
have a meal plan and needed to use the food pantry.

“In the pantry, we don’t have hot foods; we just have non-perishables,” she said. 
“Aramark agreed to partner with us, and within five minutes after the form went 

out, we had 10 people who donated.” 
At Rider, a study from the financial aid office found that 30 percent of  students 

fall within the low-income guidelines, suggesting that there is a substantial number 
of  students who have limited financial resources, according to Lopes.

By March 22, just three days after the initiative was announced, the number of  
students who donated guest passes from their meal plan had risen to 33, Friedman-
Krupnick said. 

“As soon as it went up on Bronc Nation, people donated right away,” Lopes 
said. “It was touching to see people giving. We weren’t sure if  people would pay 
attention, or if  they’d actually donate. The response has been great.”

Students looking to donate extra meal swipes can register online under the Campus Links section 
of  Bronc Nation. For more information about accessing the food pantry and guest swipes, contact 
Dana Lopes at dlopes@rider.edu. 



M ar c h 2 8, 2 0 1 8    T h e Ri d er N e w s 3

O f fi c e o f  
M u l ti c u l t u r a l A f f ai rs

U nit y + Di v er sit y = U ni v er sit y

T h e s e e v e nt s ar e p arti all y f u n d e d b y  

t h e m a n d at or y st u d e nt a cti vit y f e e. 

A p pr o v e d b y C a m p u s Lif e u ntil 5 / 1 / 1 8

W W W. RI D E R. E D U/ E V E N T S/ A SI A N- H E RI T A G E- M O N T H

A p ril 3
RI B B O N- C U T TI N G F O R 
T R E A S U R E S O F C HI N A E X HI BI T
1 2: 3 0 t o 1: 3 0 p. m., M o or e Li br ar y

J u n Z h a n i s a t al e nt e d arti st w h o i s r e n o w n e d 
f or hi s u ni q u e st yl e i n hi s p ai nti n g s of 
p ortr ait, still lif e, a n d cit y s c a p e. Hi s w or k s 
d e pi ct m eti c ul o u s d et ail s, pr o d u c e d wit h a 
c o m bi n e d m et h o d d eri v e d fr o m t h e W e st er n 
cl a s si c al p ai nti n g t e c h ni q u e s, c o m p o siti o n 
r e ali s m of d o c u m e nt ar y p h ot o gr a p h y, a n d 
t h e “ bl a n k” a e st h eti c c o n c e pt i n C hi n e s e 
w at er c ol or. T h e e x hi bit t o b e h el d at Ri d er 
U ni v er sit y will f e at ur e hi s w at er c ol or s of 
F or bi d d e n Cit y a n d t h e p ortr ait s of t h e 
Xi nji a n g U y g ur s e ni or s, b ot h of w hi c h ar e p art 
of hi s s eri e s o n C hi n e s e c ult ur al h erit a g e.

S p o n s or e d b y t h e O ffi c e of M ulti c ult ur al A ff air s  
a n d M o or e Li br ar y

A p ril 4
A SI A N S T R E E T F O O D NI G H T 
9: 4 5 t o 1 0: 4 5 p. m. , N ort h H all 1 2 9

RI S A will h a v e v ari o u s A si a n str e et f o o d s t h at 
will s h o w c a s e t h e v ari et y of f o o d s t h at c a n b e 
f o u n d t hr o u g h o ut A si a. T h er e will b e m ulti pl e 
fi n g er f o o d s t h at c a n b e f o u n d i n t h e ni g ht 
m ar k et s of A si a. St u d e nt s will e nj o y t h e f o o d 
w hil e li st e ni n g t o a v ari et y of di ff er e nt A si a n 
m u si c fr o m di ff er e nt r e gi o n s. 

S p o n s or e d b y RI S A a n d O ffi c e of M ulti c ult ur al A ff air s

A p ril 5
T H E LI O N D A N C E
1 2: 1 5 t o 1 2: 4 5 p. m., D al y Di ni n g H all

T h e ori gi n s of t h e C hi n e s e Li o n D a n c e m a y 
r e a c h b a c k m or e t h a n t w o t h o u s a n d y e ar s. Wit h 
a c e nt uri e s ol d c o nti n u o u s hi st or y, t h e Li o n 
D a n c e i s a n i nt e gr al p art of C hi n e s e c ult ur e a n d 
S o ut h e a st A si a n c ult ur e s of Vi et n a m, K or e a, 
J a p a n a n d M al a y si a. T h e Li o n D a n c e, a s s o ci at e d 
wit h c er e m o ni e s r a n gi n g fr o m s ol e m n t o j o y o u s, 
i s hi st ori c all y a n d a c c or di n g t o l e g e n d, d e si g n e d 
t o dri v e a w a y m al e v ol e nt s pirit s. I n t hi s c a p a cit y, 
G ar y L e e’ s C hi n e s e Li o n D a n c er s ar e hi g hl y 
a c cl ai m e d f or t h eir s kill i n bri n gi n g t o lif e t h e 
c e nt uri e s ol d l e g e n d o n w hi c h t h e Li o n D a n c e i s 
b a s e d. T h e y pr e s e nt t h e Li o n D a n c e a s a v e hi cl e 
f or c ult ur al e x pr e s si o n i n a n artf ul, e d u c ati o n al 
a n d e nt ert ai ni n g e x hi biti o n.

S p o n s or e d b y t h e O ffi c e of M ulti c ult ur al A ff air s, A S A R, 
RI S A a n d Ar a m ar k

A p ril 1 8
K O R E A N T H E M E NI G H T
9: 4 5 t o 1 0: 4 5 p. m., N ort h H all 1 2 9

RI S A a n d A S A R will h o st a K or e a n t h e m e ni g ht! 
T h er e will b e K or e a n f o o d a s w ell a s dri n k s a n d 
s n a c k s! St u d e nt s will g et t h e c h a n c e t o li st e n t o 
s o m e tr a diti o n al K or e a n m u si c a s w ell a s K P O P, 
w hi c h i s sl o wl y m a ki n g it s w a y t o t h e U S t o p 
m u si c c h art s!

S p o n s or e d b y RI S A a n d t h e O ffi c e of M ulti c ult ur al A ff air s

A p ril 2 5
A S A R K A R A O K E NI G H T
9: 4 5 t o 1 1: 3 0 p. m., B L C Ri d er P u b

A S A R will b e h o sti n g a K ar a o k e Ni g ht i n t h e Ri d er 
P u b. K ar a o k e i s a c o m m o n a n d e nj o y a bl e a cti vit y 
t h at i s s u p er p o p ul ar i n J a p a n. T h er e will b e 
s n a c k s a n d dri n k s, a n d ( of c o ur s e) m u si c!

S p o n s or e d b y A S A R a n d t h e O ffi c e of M ulti c ult ur al A ff air s

A SI A N
P A CI FI C

A M E RI C A N  
H E RI T A G E M O N T H

N E W B E GI N NI N G S



4  The Rider News    March 28, 2018

News

Alumna Michele Powers discusses her experience playing various sports during her time at Rider. 

‘‘ Students should always be represented on every committee 
possible, especially with the climate we are facing in higher 
education where free speech is such a point of  contention.”  
 John Modica, SGa PreSident
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CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

Campus speech policy to be First Amendment-friendly
on campus if  it doesn’t align with institutional ideals,” 
Fenneberg said. “The answer, of  course, is that the 
U.S. Constitution protects the rights to speech for all 
individuals on all topics, whether we agree with the 
content or not. However, individuals who oppose 
that view also have the right to surface a counter 
demonstration to expose their own views.”

Students have the right to participate in free 
speech and respond to opposing viewpoints, as long 
as it’s within university regulation, which will be 
addressed in the free speech policy plan. 

“As this policy is drafted, it would further 
define the process in which any 
infractions would be considered. 
For students, like all other student 
policies, it would include a 
referral and integration into our 
process defined in the Code of  
Conduct and overseen by the 
Office of  Community Standards,” 
Fenneberg said.

The importance of  student involvement 
in the process of  the policy is recognized by 
Modica. 

“I always ask for representation on anybody 
that has anything related to students or student life, 
or anything, really, in the university. I think that 
students should be represented on every committee 
possible, especially with the climate we are facing in 
higher education where free speech is such a point 
of  contention,” Modica said. “I think there needs to 
be a representation of  student voice when coming up 
with a policy related to that because we want to be 
reflective of  what students need, which is ultimately a 
climate where they can exchange ideas, express how 
they feel and live out their education to the fullest 
extent in terms of  expression, speech or assembly.”

Although there has been concern that students 
won’t be involved, Fenneberg reassured that is not the 
case. 

Fenneberg said, “We’d like to include student 
voices in this process. Those individual students have 

not yet been identified, but I have spoken with John 
Modica about the importance of  including SGA. 
Threatt and I have also discussed the importance of  
including student perspectives outside of  SGA.”

Students have not been involved in making 
decisions about the policy, yet Modica, aware of  the 
impending code since this past semester, stressed 
that any changes made at the university should have 
student input, as the policy is geared toward them.  

Modica said, “There are few university matters 
where students should not be involved. Something 
as central to student experience as speech and 
expression should naturally include students. I 

always think students should be at the helm of  their 
university’s future.”

What also brought forth concerns was Fenneberg 
initiating this policy herself, as she worked for 10 
years as assistant vice president at Saint Louis 
University, which posed restrictions on conduct. 

According to the Saint Louis University handbook, 
“Speech and expression are not absolute rights at 
a private institution and must be examined in light 
of  both particular circumstances and the broader 
values and aspirations of  Saint Louis University as 
a Catholic, Jesuit institution. While restrictions on 
expression must be reluctant and limited, in some 
situations they may be deemed appropriate.”  

Fenneberg responded, “Each campus has their 
own unique mission and identity that frames the 
approach to expectations of  behavior and policies. 
Certainly, at a religiously affiliated institution, that 
includes alignment with the religious identity that 

is different than we experience at Rider University. 
Interestingly, when I was at Saint Louis University, 
I encountered a number of  student protests. We 
navigated those instances individually to protect free 
speech because we did not have an institutional policy 
to govern those decisions.”

Modica, who was one of  the members of  SGA 
who had input in hiring Fenneberg last year, has no 
doubts that Fenneberg will stay true to her intention 
to put students’ needs first. 

“We chose Leanna for her disciplined leadership, 
strategic focus and passion for helping students,” 
Modica said. “Since day one, Leanna has 

acknowledged that every institution is 
unique and that no effective change 
can be done by making drastic 
impositions. The time she spent this 
fall learning about the university and 
building partnerships with existing 
campus parties demonstrates that 
understanding. I don’t think she has 
any interest in turning Rider into Saint 
Louis, only a stronger Rider.”

The purpose of  the free speech 
policy at Rider is to not provide greater limitations 
on speech, but to ensure the rights that students have 
under the First Amendment. 

Fenneburg concluded, “I think there is a 
perception that a policy on speech and expression is 
intended to limit the free exchange of  information 
and ideas. I believe it is quite contrary – a policy of  
this kind actually exists to assure that the institution 
is in alignment with the First Amendment and 
promoting campuses as a place which invites 
challenging discourse and diverse ideas. The policy 
can provide guidance to individuals on how, where 
and in what time, place and manner they can do that 
to assure their views are heard in a way that doesn’t 
disrupt the educational goals of  the institution.”

Female athletes celebrate ‘doing Division I right’
By Lauren Lavelle

RIDER’S female athletes and their coaches were honored at the Women’s 
Leadership in Rider Athletics reception on March 22 for their outstanding 
performances in both sports and academics. 

The event was hosted by the Office of  Multicultural Affairs as part of  
its celebration of  150 years of  women at Rider and featured several speakers who 
voiced their praise for the athletes. 

Karin Torchia, associate director of  athletics and senior women’s administrator, 
highlighted several recent women’s athletic accomplishments, including the field 
hockey team qualifying for the conference playoff  for the 18th consecutive year and 
the women’s basketball team advancing to the MAAC Championship in 2017 for 
the first time. 

She said these were perfect examples of  Rider “doing Division I right,” a 
popular motto used among the athletics staff. 

“Our coaches recruit individuals who are good students, good people involved 
in the community and [who] excel at their sport,” Torchia said. “They will learn 
lessons at Rider that are going to help them succeed when they leave.”

Lynn Milligan, women’s basketball head coach, said she appreciated the 
togetherness athletics has brought to Rider’s campus during her 11-year reign with 
the team. 

“We’re all under one big umbrella, and when we can bring different parts of  
the campus together in the same room, it’s a good thing,” she said. “We don’t have 
many opportunities to be together and celebrate one another. We are all here doing 
the same thing, wearing that Rider uniform and wearing it proud.”

She also acknowledged the hard work the athletes put in on a daily basis. 
“The balance of  being an athlete is not something we take for granted, and it’s 

not something we don’t appreciate every single day,” said Milligan. 
Michele Powers, ’84, the worldwide benefits operations leader at Metlife, also 

spoke and detailed her involvement in Rider women’s athletics as a basketball and 
field hockey player. 

She cited her mom, who graduated from Rider in 1958, as her inspiration to 
attend college.

“It’s people like her that I think really paved the way for people like me,” said 
Powers. 

Powers decided to attend Rider after graduating from Millville High School in 
South Jersey.

“Something drew me to Rider,” she said. “There was something familiar about 
this campus that I really liked. I knew I needed a smaller learning environment to 

do well, but I also felt comfortable here from the start.”
Powers now has over 30 years of  experience in the health care industry and said 

her athletic experience has helped her immensely over throughout her career. 
“Many things that you’re learning today, whether it’s in the classroom or from 

being part of  a team, will really help you as you go into the business world,” she 
said. “It’s about networking and looking for opportunities. You can play up your 
athletic experience and the team you participated on to help fill up your résumé as 
you’re getting started.”

Powers was thankful for the invitation to the reception and expressed her 
excitement for the Women’s History Month celebration. 

“It’s 150 years of  women at Rider that we’re celebrating this year, which is a 
wonderful accomplishment,” she said. 



March 28, 2018   The Rider News 5

Arts&Entertainment

By Jason Mount

A RIDER alumnus has taken his interest in card 
games to the next level by developing his own: 
Quotable.  

Matthew Kostinas, ’10, said the idea for 
Quotable, which involves players guessing the 
speaker of  quotes on the card, came about 
by playing a makeshift version with 
his friend and partner in developing 
the game, John Galmiche.

“Quotable was started sort of  by 
accident,” Kostinas said. “We were 
often amused by making up fake 
quotes and attributing them to real 
people. Then we started playing a 
game where we would tell each other 
a quote and the other person would 
need to guess if  it was real or fake. 
Then we eventually decided to take 
the game seriously, and Quotable was 
born.”

According to Galmiche, the basis of  
Quotable was not very different from 
what they normally do.

“Matt and I have been creating games together for 
a decade,” he said. “We would just always try to think 
up competitive environments for our friends to have 
fun. Our games weren’t always card-based. We’ve 
created games with pingpong balls, kitchen utensils 
and traffic cones.”

Both creators of  Quotable shared that the process 
of  creating it was not as easy as it may appear. 
After sorting through thousands of  quotes, the pair 
narrowed it down to 200 that were “authentic, funny 
and unrecognizable.”

In order to market the game to consumers, 
Kostinas set up a Kickstarter for the project to see if  
people would want to play.

“Kickstarter is a unique opportunity to test the 
market for your product,” Kostinas explained. “[It] 
allows you to give a price for your product, assuming 
you hit a specific goal.”

Kostinas also shared that “backers” of  the game, 
those who financially support its launch, will get to 
submit their own quote for the game as a reward for 
supporting the project.

Quotable has already been played multiple times 
by friends and family members of  Kostinas and 
Galmiche, and both say that it is widely loved.

 “We’ve been playing it at every family and friend 
dinner party for the last year,” Galmiche said. “This 
game was perfected by so many of  our friends, and it 

really would not be possible without their input.”
Kostinas had the same experience when sharing 

Quotable with his friends, saying that 
they “curate the game” with favorite 
quotes.

“We play it every time we get 
together,” he said. “Everyone is really 
excited about the game. For that 
reason, we’ve been trying to get in 

touch with friends of  friends to try to 
get some outside feedback. It’s tough to 

get criticism from people who are close to 
the project.”
There are already plans to expand 

Quotable with two packs to add more stylings 
to the game, Kostinas said. One, the “Party Play” 

pack, is meant to narrow down the options of  who 
said the quote, while the other, “Adult AF,” contains 
quotes that have more adult content, in order to keep 

the main game as family-friendly as 
possible.

The Kickstarter for Quotable 
launches on April 16. 

Visit the game’s website, quotablegame.com, for more information. 

Who said that? Alumnus develops his own card game

Rider alumnus Matthew Kostinas and his friend John Galmiche are in the early stages of creating their own 
card game.
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Another viral meme craze comes to Rider
By Samantha Brandbergh and 
Megan Lupo 

SHOUTS of  “Who do we love? 
Owen Wilson!” echoed across 
campus on March 27. 

Rider students expressed 
their appreciation for the 
American actor with a “wow” 
meetup.

The idea originated from a 
running joke on the internet, 
where users would poke fun at the 
distinct, nasally way Wilson says 
“wow.” 

The trend is simple: round 
up some friends, go to a public 
location and say “wow” like Owen 
Wilson. 

Hundreds of  people around the 
world have already participated, 
drawing crowds from New York to 
Australia. 

The inspiration for bringing 
the event to Rider was to have 
something fun on campus, 
according to senior marketing 
major, event organizer and self-
proclaimed “meme lord” Agaazi 
Berhane. 

“I’m on the internet seeing 
what’s the next viral thing,” he 
said. “I wanted to bring people out 
to enjoy themselves, even if  it’s for 
a minute.”

Rider’s version of  the tribute, 
originally scheduled for March 8 
but pushed back three times due 
to inclimate weather, drew an 
intimate crowd of  eight, mostly 
members of  the fraternity Sigma 
Phi Epsilon. According to the 
event page, “Owen Wilson — 
‘Wow’ Meetup Rider University,” 

35 people listed themselves as 
“going,” while 66 said they were 
“interested.” 

Minutes before the event 
was scheduled to begin, those in 
attendance gathered in front of  
Moore Library, practicing their 
best impressions.

After relocating to the berm, 
the small group listened as 
Berhane hyped them up. 

“I really appreciate you guys 
taking the time to come out today; 
we’re here for Owen Wilson,” he 
said. “We’re going to say ‘wow’ 
as loud as we can. Is everyone 
ready?”  

For the next minute, the group 
delivered their best impressions 
between laughs. 

Senior marketing major 
Brandon Ferris, who participated 
in the event, said, “I really enjoy 
Owen Wilson’s work. I think it’s 
very authentic and different, so I 
wanted to show my appreciation 
for him.”

Because memes have such a 
short shelf  life on the internet, 
Berhane was nervous about what 
the turnout would be. 

“I think it’s due to the several 
cancellations we had,” he said. 
“But I think it was [also] due to 
poor weather and other conflicts.” 

Despite this, those who took 
part in the meetup believe 
that events like this spark 
“individuality” in Rider students. 

“You can come out and make 
an impact, show support and 
do what you love here,” said 
sophomore health science major 
Bobby Trinneer. 

With Berhane graduating in 
May, he hopes to pass the torch of  
bringing memes trends to campus. 

“I think my time is done,” he 
said. “So, hopefully, I inspired 
someone to take the reins on it.”

To see a video from this event, visit 
theridernews.com.

Sigma Phi Epsilon brothers participate in the Owen Wilson “wow” meetup on March 27. 
The event was inspired by viral videos of people giving their best impressions of the actor.
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Pajama-wearing participants partake in unique activities at Relay for Life
By Megan Lupo

WALKING around the track with his Sigma Phi 
Epsilon brothers, junior finance major Jimmy 
Freel was in awe of  the Rider community, which 
came together to donate to and raise awareness 

for the university’s ninth annual Relay for Life for the 
American Cancer Society on March 24 and 25.  

Freel, a five-time Relay participant, said, “It’s pretty 
cool to see how, in such minimal time, we can raise so 
much money to keep trying to find a cure.”  

Rider raised $54,256.99 at this year’s event, according 
to senior accounting major and Relay co-chair Rushil 
Jain. Although the $60,000 goal wasn’t reached when 
the event ended, fundraising will last until the end of  the 
semester. 

This year’s Rider Relay was jam-packed with original 
activities, inspiring speeches and emotional ceremonies.

“We had a ton of  activities this year — Zumba, a lip-
sync battle, wing-eating contest, frozen T-shirt contest, 
DJ So Wavveyy dance party, relay race and more,” junior 
French major and Relay Luminarias and Ceremonies 
chair Lexie Livesey said. “We have an entire committee 
dedicated to planning the entertainment for the night.” 

According to Jain, “The most successful activity this 
year was the Jail. We raised over $2,000 alone from the 
Jail.”

Students could pay money to have their friends stay 
inside a wooden enclosure near the stage, and to be 
released, they would need to raise four times the amount.

Livesey added, “People really love getting to throw 
their friends into fake jail.”

One of  the more unique games of  the night was 
the “hand-on-car challenge,” during which students 
competed to keep their hand on the 2018 Cruisin’ From 
Commencement car the longest to win $300. 

Freel was one of  the participants and maintained 
contact with the car for a little over three hours.  

“A couple of  people wanted me to do it, and they all 
threw in money for me to do it. The money is going to a 
great cause, and if  it can help make a difference, I don’t 
mind entering a competition to help raise money,” said 
Freel, whose great-grandmother had cancer.

 Freel withdrew from the competition after his 
roommate took his hand off  the car to take part in the 
other activities. 

In addition to the original activities throughout the 
night, the event still honored the Relay’s traditions, such 
as the Luminaria ceremony, which involves decorating 
paper bags and placing a candle inside as a tribute to 
those who have died of  cancer.

Jain said, “The chills spread up my spine as everyone 
understood the severity of  that moment. That was the 
moment we celebrated who we had cried over, who we 
lost and comforted who we loved. If  all future Relays 
have at least this, then I know we would have made an 
impact on the lives of  our students.” 

The preparation for the Relay for Life committees 
and co-chairs began in fall 2017 when positions were 
assigned to each volunteer, according to Jain, who has 
helped plan Relay for the past three years.   

In addition to her role of  overseeing the different 
committee teams, she was responsible for “picking 
up any slack, organizing and taking minutes for the 
meetings, creating spreadsheets for the budget and any 
logistics and making sure the leaders are completing their 
to-do lists for the event.”

The stress of  the co-chairs was heightened on the 
day of  Relay when Jain and the rest of  the committees 
began decorating in the morning to ensure a successful 
aesthetic and setup.

“We make sure all the tables are reserved, and 
the floor is taped out for the teams. There is a lot of  
communication with [107.7] The Bronc and the speakers 
to make sure everything is sticking to the schedule 

and nothing is going wrong,” Jain said. Months of  
organizing, fundraising and executing turned out to be 
worth all the obstacles, as this year’s Relay had one of  
the highest numbers of  participants in Rider’s history.

Four-time participant Livesey said, “Our turnout this 
year was outstanding. We had 773 participants register 
online before the event. This number doesn’t even 
include all of  the people who registered in person at 
the event. We got well over 100 more participants who 
registered on paper before the event.”  

Livesey believes the reason why Rider had many 
participants was because cancer affects every person.  

“Relay is hope and healing. We raise so much money 
at every Relay for Life event, so I truly feel that the cure 
for cancer is within arm’s reach. We had every Greek 
organization, we had different learning communities, 
families or performing groups,” Livesey said. “It really is 
a beautiful thing to see all of  these different people from 
different walks of  life come together for the American 
Cancer Society.”

This year, Jain hoped to encourage students to stay 
past 3 a.m. and get more Greek Life members involved 
with the event, as banners representing their Greek Week 
Mardi Gras theme hung from the track. 

To improve Relay for next year, Freel hopes sports 
teams are more involved. 

Livesey does not doubt that the Rider community will 
raise the almost $6,000 needed to reach the goal, due to 
the impact that the Relay event has on students.

“Out of  any college campus I have ever visited, I 
have never seen another community like that of  Rider,” 
Livesey said. “I think an event like this really fosters that 
sense of  community. We can all come together on one 
night to do something really special.”

By Samantha Brandbergh

HIS most popular nickname is “The 
Boss,” but a Rider professor of  
popular music refers to Bruce 
Springsteen as “The Jersey 

Genius.” 
Stephen Allen has recently 

developed the special topics course, 
Unpacking Bruce Springsteen, for 
the fall 2018 semester, during which 
students will explore the New Jersey 
native’s music and its impact. 

The idea for the course came from 
Allen’s “fascination” with Springsteen’s 
musical career and the singer’s 
influence on multiple aspects of  culture. 

“I think what I’ve come to realize 
about his music is that he’s really, in a 
way, a curator,” Allen said. “He’s a real 
fan himself, so in a way he curates the 
music of  the ’50s and the ’60s.”

Springsteen’s legacy is rooted at the 
Jersey shore, specifically Asbury Park 
and The Stone Pony, a music venue 
where Springsteen played in the early 
stages of  his career.  

“Coming from England, I live 
quite close to the shore [there] with 
my family — we’re only about 25 
miles away — so I’ve always been well 
in-tune to a beach culture, all those 
kinds of  things,” Allen said. “So I was 
really drawn to that [here].” 

To prepare for the course, Allen 
listened to about two Springsteen 
albums a day throughout the past 
year, purchased numerous books 
on Springsteen’s music and life and 
visited an archive on the musician at 
Monmouth. 

“The woman who runs the archive, 
Eileen Chapman, she has become a 
really good friend — she has known 
Springsteen since childhood,” he 

said. “She managed The Stone Pony 
for about 15 years, so she’s super 
plugged-in to the whole scene down 
there. And, for me, this is a real fun 
thing. I’ve been able to discover the 
whole shore scene.”

Allen believes that although 
Springsteen’s career dates back four 
decades, his music still rings true to 
millennials. 

“The students cherish him,” he said. 
“He’s a really great subject for students 
to study, simply because he channels 
so much of  musical history through his 
own songs. I think a lot of  people relate 
to him through his working class, every-
man persona.”

Allen hopes that when students 
complete the course in December, they 
will be “world experts” on Springsteen. 
In addition to analyzing Springsteen’s 
entire music career, the students will 
read critical texts about Springsteen’s 
creative process, as well as form their 
own criticism on his artistic choices. 

Junior popular music culture major 
Garret Manyoky, who is currently 
enrolled in the class, said, “I chose the 
course because, though I don’t know 
too much of  [Springsteen’s] music, 
I am a fan of  many of  his songs. I 
plan on listening to his full studio 
discography sometime in the future 
before the class starts.” 

People are able to connect to 
Springsteen not only sonically, but in 
terms of  his message, Allen said. 

“I think a lot of  the content [in his 
songs] is relevant to what’s going on 
in America today,” he said. “It still 
speaks powerfully of  the idea of  people 
being manipulated by forces they can’t 
control and the American Dream being 
stolen from the hands of  the people 

who really most need it.”
Springsteen’s music, according to 

Allen, has a “rich” relationship to the 
concepts of  philosophy, psychology, the 
arts, politics, religion, humanism and 
history. This is evident, considering 
that colleges and universities across the 
state — such as Princeton, Rutgers and 
TCNJ — have courses on Springsteen 
in these departments. Allen’s course 
will be the nation’s first in the music 
department, he said. 

“Here’s this musical genius right 
on our doorstep, who only lives about 
20 miles from Rider, and I find it 
incredible that nobody has really 
thought to do something [like this],” he 
said. “It seems like a no-brainer.”

Allen is looking forward to hearing 
students’ perspectives on Springsteen’s 
music in an era where hip-hop and rap 
music is at the forefront. 

“How do you contextualize 
Springsteen and the pop music today 

— does he fit? And if  he doesn’t, does 
that mean he’s still relevant?” he said. 

Manyoky expects to become 
immersed in Springsteen through this 
course. 

“I hope to know more about Bruce 
Springsteen, not just the music, even 
though that is the area that fascinates 
me the most about him,” he said. 
“Since he has such a large discography, 
I think it would be interesting to see 
how his writing process has changed 
over the years.”

Allen trusts that this course will 
provide students with an in-depth look 
at a local legend. 

“It’s going to make them cherish 
this wonderful music that came out 
of  the Jersey shore and became an 
international phenomenon,” he said.

 
If  you are interested in enrolling in Unpacking 
Bruce Springsteen, please contact Stephen Allen 
at sallen@rider.edu.

Glory days: Professor develops course on Jersey legend

Professor of popular music Stephen Allen has created a new course for the fall semester, 
Unpacking Bruce Springsteen, which will provide students with an in-depth look at the 
singer’s music and influence. 
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Rider’s annual Relay for Life event raised over $50,000 for cancer research. The fundraiser featured various 
activities, such as a lip-sync battle, wing-eating contest and a relay race. G
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By Jessica Nunes

WITH a keynote address delivered by the first 
openly transgender New York City firefighter, 
Brooke Guinan, Rider’s Gender and 
Sexuality Studies (GSS) Program will present 

its 36th Annual Colloquium on March 29. 
The event is a tradition started by the founder 

of  the GSS program and former professor Virginia 
Cyrus, and gives students an opportunity to share their 
voices and research centered around social issues. 

“The GSS colloquium is an important event on 
campus because it shines a spotlight on timely issues 
related to gender and sexuality, something very 
necessary in today’s world,” Erica Ryan, director of  
the GSS Program, said. “And it provides a forum for 
more than 15 Rider students to present their work 
at an academic conference, an invaluable experience 
for them and one that benefits the community as a 
whole.” 

This year, Guinan, nicknamed the “superhero of  
the 21st century,” will deliver her speech, “Living 
Limitless.”

“We always look for keynote speakers that will 
engage or inspire our students, and one of  our GSS 
faculty — Professor Megan Titus — knew about the 
documentary titled ‘Woman on Fire’ that featured 
Brooke,” Ryan said. “So we reached out to her 
through a mutual friend of  [Titus].”

Ryan said that Guinan was chosen for a multitude 
of  reasons, including the need to highlight not only an 
activist, but also “issues of  gender identity.”

“Brooke brings both of  those things to the table,” 
she added. “And her story is truly inspiring.” 

One of  the students presenting research during 
this event is senior psychology major Ashley Leeds, 
who has worked on a project titled “Familial Support 
Through the Coming Out Process.” It is Leeds’ first 
year participating in the conference.

“My colloquium piece is about individuals who 
identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
asexual or beyond (LGBTQ+) featured in the media 
and their coming out stories in relation to their 

families support and response to their classification,” 
she said.

Other presentations include exploring gender 
norms in the cartoon “Rugrats,” masculinity in 
advertising and LGBTQ+ representation in the Latinx 
community — a gender neutral term to encompass 
Latino and Latina.

Leeds stated that her work has a personal 
connection. 

“It relates to me because I have friends who identify 
as LGBTQ+, and I want to be seen as someone 
who they can confide in during times of  need, with 
my acceptance and multitude of  resources,” she 
said. “Moreover, I strive to be a social worker and 
psychotherapist and will potentially see clients who fall 
on the LGBTQ+ spectrum.”

The event is a great way for students to share 
their thoughts among their peers and the community, 
according to Ryan. 

“I think the colloquium has become a 36-year 
tradition because it promotes the development 
of  Rider students’ own voices, allowing them to 
demonstrate their critical thinking and their hard 
work in front of  Rider faculty and students,” Ryan 
said. “It has also highlighted important political, social 
and cultural issues in the past several decades, both 
through the keynote address and the thematic choices 
of  the students themselves.” 

To see the full schedule of  the GSS colloquium, visit rider.edu/
events/gender-and-sexuality-studies-colloquium.

Transgender activist to speak, share story at colloquium

Activist Brooke Guinan, New York City’s first openly transgender firefighter, will deliver the keynote address at Rider’s annual Gender and 
Sexuality Studies Colloquium on March 29. 
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Opioid epidemic starts 
conversation at schools
ONE Middlesex County 

superintendent has mandated 
that parents of  middle 
schoolers sit in on an opioid 

abuse seminar as a prerequisite to 
attending their child’s graduation. 
While some parents are outraged, 
claiming he is overstepping a 
boundary and creating unnecessary, 
intrusive rules, I commend him for 
opening up the conversation about 
drug use, including how to identify 
a dangerous situation and prevent 
overdoses.

In order to receive tickets for the 
eighth grade graduations at Jonas 
Salk and Carl Sandburg middle 
schools in Old Bridge, one family 
member of  each student must attend 
a one-hour seminar in April. The 
classes, called Hidden in Plain Sight, 
will be led by a former official with 
the Drug Enforcement Agency. 
There are three meeting dates for 
families to choose from.

Superintendent David Cittadino 
has made this seminar mandatory 
because he said he feared parents 
skipping it, thus missing out 
on tremendously important 
information, if  it were presented as 
an optional opportunity.

I graduated from Salk in 2010, 
while Cittadino was the principal. 
A year later, he moved up to Old 
Bridge High School (OBHS) to 
serve in the same position there. 
In August 2012, just before my 
junior year began, he was named 
superintendent of  the Old Bridge 
Public School District. I can say 
from personal experience that he 
is a good man who genuinely cares 
about his students, and I believe this 
compassion was the motivation to 
establish this mandatory seminar. 

“I find myself  attending funeral 
services for students that I was their 
principal in middle school and high 
school, and each one takes more and 
more of  a toll on me,” he said.  

Cittadino is a father who 
recognizes the issue our state 
and country face regarding drug 
availability, distribution, addiction 
and the fatality rate that has risen 
in response to all this. By informing 
parents of  the risks of  drug use 
and signs of  addiction, he is getting 
to the root of  the problem and 
ensuring these students and their 
families are knowledgeable about 
this serious, and often deadly, topic 
before they are exposed to threats 
in the form of  peer pressure, heroin 
needles, accessible Oxycodone 
bottles, etc.

According to the New Jersey 
Department of  Health, someone 
died every 5.5 hours from drug-
related complications in 2015. Every 
9.1 hours, someone succumbed to a 
heroin-related death; between 2010 
and 2015, this number increased by 
196 percent.

It’s time to find a solution.
Former Gov. Chris Christie 

made conquering the addiction 
crisis one of  his top priorities 

throughout his tenure, particularly 
focusing on reducing the stigma 
around the disease of  addiction 
and providing resources to those 
struggling with drug-related issues. 
In 2017, Christie committed 
$200 million in additional funds 
to enhance opioid and substance 
use disorder emergency programs. 
With recommendations from the 
Governor’s Task Force on Drug 
Abuse Control, he has implemented 
25 initiatives aimed at aiding in the 
prevention of  drug abuse, treatment 
for those struggling with addiction 
and recovery for those who have 
worked to create better lives for 
themselves without the influence of  
narcotics.

Drugs will always be an issue, 
and it would be unrealistic to expect 
to rid our state of  opioids and 
addiction cases. It is more feasible, 
however, to offer education about 
this crisis and hope to save at least 
one person.

My heart shatters every time I 
log onto Facebook and see another 
tribute post dedicated to someone 
from my hometown who died 
because of  drug use or whose 
family has set up a GoFundMe to 
pay medical bills amassed after an 
overdose left one of  my classmates 
in a coma. I graduated from OBHS 
with nearly 800 students, and since 
then, I have lost track of  the number 
of  them I will never see again.

Parents criticizing Cittadino for 
requiring a family member of  a 
middle school student to attend this 
seminar are missing the point of  it 
altogether. He did not implement 
this rule to anger people, step on 
anyone’s toes or try to sabotage 
families’ celebration plans after 
seeing their son or daughter walk 
across stage to receive his or her 
diploma. He did this so that these 
students get the chance to reach 
more milestones. They will graduate 
college or find a career, get married 
or buy a house, have children 
or travel the world, and they’ll 
hopefully be happy and healthy 
while doing so.

I don’t see any rational reason to 
oppose this mandatory seminar, and 
I applaud the superintendent for 
risking his reputation for the safety 
of  his students. Taking one class 
about opioid abuse is an opportunity 
for parents to ensure this issue does 
not rip their family apart. One hour 
out of  one day can prevent a life 
from getting cut short, and I think 
that is worth making some space on 
the calendar. 
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March 29th-April 12th

4/10

4/12

4/2

4/3

3/29

4/5

4/6

National B.L.T. Day

WCC Food 
Committee Meeting 

FIT FRIDAY! 

BYO Grilled 
Cheese Sandwich 

National Empanada Day  

National Carbonara Day 

BRONC MOMENT!!!

MAAC Baseball 
Opening Celebration

Food Committee Meeting What Cooking Class Would You Like 
To See? Let Us Know! Make Your Own 
Sushi? It Could Be Coming Up!!!

Daly’s Will Have an Assortment of 
sauces to Tickle Your Taste Buds

Dinning Commons at 6:00 p.m.

Enjoy a Fresh Smoothie That YOU 
Blended..WITH A BIKE!

For Lunch in Daly’s 

Beef and Vegetable Empanadas 
Made Locally at Lunch at Daly’s

Join Us for Dinner at Daly’s to Get 
Yours! Who Doesn’t Like Pasta 
with Creamy Sauce! Add Bacon 
and its Heaven!

Bubble Gum Blowing Contest in 
Daly’s 12 p.m.

Support Our Team with a Baseball 
Theme Feast Sure to Pump Up 
Our Team 

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in Mercer
Bring Your Lunch with You. 
Your Voice Counts!
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TO the editor:
I am writing to let you know 

that there are those of  us on 
the faculty at Westminster 

Choir College (WCC) who are feeling 
optimistic regarding the sale of  
WCC to Beijing Kaiwen Education 
Technology Co., Ltd. Your readers 
need to know that there are many of  
us who feel there are several reasons 
to be positive about the sale. I am 
hoping other faculty and staff  who feel 
the same way will express their strong 
optimistic feelings too.

In my conversations with current 
and former students from Beijing 
regarding Kaiwen Education, they 
are excited about the acquisition. 
According to them, Kaiwen schools in 
Beijing have an excellent reputation. 
These schools have a connection with 
Tsinghua University High School, a 
pre-college to Tsinghua University, one 
of  the best colleges in China. Kaiwen 
Education hires professors from 
Tsinghua University High School to 
co-teach at their campuses.

In addition, based on a recent 
article in the Bloomberg Report, 
there is even a greater reason to be 
optimistic about our future.

Xu Guangyu, the chairman of  
Beijing Kaiwen Education who 
runs K-12 schools in China, said, 
“Westminster could provide the 
knowledge to help upgrade arts 

education for his students.” He also 
stated he “won’t cut Westminster’s 
budget or staff,” which is another 
reason for all of  us to feel optimistic. 
Guangyu’s vision includes “exchange 
programs with Chinese artistic groups, 
commercial performances and sales 
of  Westminster recordings in China.” 
The article ended with Guangyu 
stating, “We will inherit and develop 
Westminster, so that not only is 
Westminster useful to us, but we are 
also useful to them.”

I have just returned from the 
National Conference of  the Music 
Teachers National Association and 
have discussed our new partnership 
with Kaiwen with colleagues from 
Beijing. They also expressed strong, 
positive feelings about the company 
and felt this would be a very beneficial 
connection for WCC.

For all of  the above reasons, I 
remain optimistic that this acquisi-
tion will be excellent for our wonder-
ful institution. With all the negative 
articles I’ve read, it is important for 
your readers to know that there are 
many WCC faculty who are optimistic.

— Ingrid Clarfield
Professor of  piano

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

An optimistic 
Westminster voice 
for the WCC sale

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Professor lacks 
faith in Dell'Omo's 
business plan
TO the editor:

Rider’s administration 
continues to move forward with 
the plan to sell Westminster 

Choir College (WCC) to a struggling 
Chinese for-profit organization. They 
press ahead with this plan despite 
very little likelihood of  achieving the 
stated goal of  “strong sale proceeds 
to provide meaningful new program, 
facility investments in Lawrenceville,” 
according to the Guiding Principles 
for the sale of  Westminster on the 
Rider website.

If  the deal is completed with 
the maximum value identified on 
the term sheet, $40 million, Rider 
must relinquish approximately 
$20 million, which is the value of  
Westminsters endowment. Also, 
as the lawsuit by the Princeton 
Theological Seminary contends, 
Rider must give approximately $8 
million of  any sale proceeds to the 
Princeton Theological Seminary and 
repay the $8 million it has borrowed 
using the Princeton property as 
collateral. In addition to these 
costs, Rider’s administration has 
already paid almost $1 million to the 
previous Board of  Trustees chairman 
Michael Kennedy’s former firm, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, to negotiate 
this disastrous deal. Additional legal 
costs to defend lawsuits from the 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
and from Rider students, parents 

and alumni, members of  the Rider 
community who are suing the school 
for fraud and malfeasance, have no 
doubt already run into the hundreds 
of  thousands.

So, should a struggling Chinese 
firm manage to pay $40 million for 
Westminster — an unlikely prospect 
— and Rider is forced to pay the 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
and the bank the $16 million being 
demanded, then Rider would only 
be left with $3 million in proceeds 
from the transaction (40-20-16-1), an 
amount which could be substantially 
reduced by a settlement agreement 
with the other plaintiffs suing Rider 
over this sale. If, in the end, the 
Chinese firm negotiates the sale price 
of  20 percent to 40 percent below 
the ask price (a common occurrence 
in business transactions) then Rider 
would realize a net loss of  between $5 
million and $13 million.

President Gregory Dell’Omo likes 
to use the language of  business to 
promote his rash actions concerning 
WCC and constantly implies there is 
a good business rationale for what he 
is doing, but in a well-run business, 
such a “deal” would lead to the 
wholesale removal of  its architects.

 — Arthur Taylor
Professor of  information systems and 

supply chain management
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CAMPUSTOWNTCNJ.NET

ATTENDING GRAD SCHOOL?

GRADUATE ASSISTANT
Come be a

FOR THE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR!

GAIN SKILLS IN:
• Managing a Staff
• Running Meetings

• Customer Service
• Overseeing Training

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE Now

COMPENSATION:
• A stipend of $10,000 per year
• Tuition Remission of $5500 per academic year
• Furnished 1 Bedroom apartment

saddle up and join the  

summer stampede!

Saddle up on a hoppy horse and race your 
friends to WIN A SCHOLARSHIP or other 
great prizes! Learn more or sign up to race at

rider.edu/summerstampede
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Sports
B A S E B A L L

Defensive mistakes cost Broncs home opener 
By Rob Rose 

THE baseball team dropped its home opener against 
Lehigh, 5-3, on March 27. The game was the 
final tuneup for Rider before MAAC play begins 
on March 30. 

Freshman Joe Papeo got the start on the mound for 
the Broncs. Papeo entered the game with a 1-4 record 
and 5.10 ERA. 

After allowing one unearned run in the first inning, 
Papeo attempted to strand a runner at third base with 
two outs left in the top of  the second. 

Papeo induced a ground ball, but junior shortstop 
Richie Tecco lost the ball on the transfer and was 
charged an error. The Mountain Hawks’ runner 
scored on the play and on the ensuing at-bat, a triple 
brought home another run, giving Lehigh a 3-0 lead. 

Errors have been a common theme for Rider early 
this season, as the team has started off  slow. 

“It’s hurt us this season and it hurt us today,” said 
Head Coach Barry Davis. “I think, in the long run, 
these games will help because the team is seeing why 
we aren’t winning. It’s fundamentals, – simple, basic 
things.”

After a pair of  leadoff  walks by senior infielder Jake 
Bender and sophomore outfielder Joe Simone, junior 
first baseman Riley Mihalik stepped to the plate. The 
power-hitting left-hander drove a ball to deep center 
field, but it was caught. Simone attempted to tag up 
and advance on the play but was thrown out at second 
base. 

Bender came around to score on a wild pitch by 
Ratner. Sophomore catcher Tyler Stockwell struck out 
to end the frame with the Mountain Hawks on top, 
3-1, after three innings. 

Papeo locked in during the third and fourth 
innings, allowing only one hit while striking out three 
batters. Despite a struggling offense, Papeo battled, 
keeping the Broncs within striking distance. 

“I attacked hitters and trusted my defense. I know 
they’ll help me more times than they don’t,” said 

Papeo, who went four and a third innings. 
Senior outfielder Harrison McClure lead the 

fourth inning off  with a line-drive single to left field, 
Rider’s first hit of  the game. Sophomore infielder 
Kyle Johnson followed suit, reaching first with a 
single of  his own. Ratner, who struggled with his 
command, allowed both Bronc runners to advance on 
a wild pitch, setting up a prime scoring opportunity. 
Freshman third baseman Jake Barbiere drove home 
McClure with a groundout on the following at bat. 
Senior infielder Christian Estevez laid down a perfect 
bunt, as the Broncs executed a suicide squeeze to tie 
the game at three. 

Tecco added another single before a ground ball 
from Bender took a Bronc bounce and hit second 
base, allowing Bender to reach and Tecco to advance 
to third. Simone flew out to center field to end the 
fourth tied, 3-3. 

After a leadoff  walk to begin the fifth inning, 
Lehigh sacrificed the runner to second before a 
wild pitch by Papeo moved him to third. Papeo 
intentionally walked the next batter to set up a 
double play opportunity for junior Anthony Arneth 
who entered in relief. Lehigh took a 4-3 lead after a 
sacrifice fly by Tony Gallo. Papeo finished his start 
with four runs allowed, all unearned.

In the top of  the eighth, freshman catcher Liam 
Harding took over behind the plate as freshman 
Vincent Vitacco entered in relief  of  junior Zach 
Gakeler. A throwing error by Tecco, his second of  the 
game, allowed the leadoff  Mountain Hawks’ batter to 
score. On his next throw, Vitacco threw a wild pitch 
and the Lehigh runner was able to sprint home and 
increase the lead to 5-3. 

The Broncs went down in order in the bottom of  
the ninth. Estevez and Tecco struck out looking, while 
Bender flew out to center field, securing the Lehigh 
victory. 

“We haven’t been playing well so far, but tomorrow 
is a new season,” said Papeo. “It will be a fun 
weekend; we will come out ready to play.” 

A snow storm on the first day of  spring delayed 
the Broncs’ home opener, postponing a matchup with 
in-state rival Rutgers on March 24 and canceling 
a three-game series with LIU Brooklyn on March 
24 and 25. The game against Rutgers has been 
rescheduled for April 24 at 3:30 p.m. while the series 
against LIU Brooklyn will not be made up. 

The Broncs’ record is now 5-15. Rider begins 
MAAC play with a three-game series against Iona on 
March 30 at 3:00 p.m. and a doubleheader on March 
31, starting at 12 p.m.

S O F T B A L L

Struggling Broncs pick up a win against Bearcats
By Ryan Connelly 

WITH MAAC play only one 
game away, the softball team 
is still trying to find a way to 
win consistently. Losing four 

of  its last five games, Rider now has a 
3-15 record. However, with the Broncs’ 
win against Binghamton on March 25, 
the team was able to snap its eight-game 
losing streak.  

The Broncs started a two-game 
series against the Bearcats in Baltimore 
on March 24. In the first contest, 
Binghamton defeated Rider, 6-5, in 
eight innings. The Broncs took charge 
early on, scoring two runs in the top 
of  the second inning and holding the 
Bearcats to no runs in the bottom half. 

It wasn’t until the bottom of  the 
third when Binghamton fired back and 
took the lead, 3-2. In the fourth inning, 
Rider was able to score three runs to 
regain the advantage, making the game 
5-3, but would not score again. The 
Bearcats ultimately won on a walkoff. 

Pitching for the Broncs was 
sophomore Emily Oltman. She allowed 
seven hits and four earned runs, but 
struck out eight. Sophomore pitcher 
Elyse Cuttic went 3-for-4 with a run 
and an RBI. Freshman catcher Keegan 
Zavodnik went 2-for-3 with two runs, 
two RBI and was walked once. 

“As a player I think we’re doing 
really well, as long as we keep doing 
what the coaches ask us to do, we’re 
definitely going to make a big statement 

this year,” said Cuttic.
On March 25, Rider looked for 

revenge against Binghamton and got 
it, defeating the Bearcats, 6-3, in seven 
innings. The Broncs started the game 
with a statement, scoring four runs in 
the first two innings while not giving up 
any. However, the Bearcats fired back 
in the top of  the third with three of  
their own. Rider also scored one in the 
bottom of  the inning, making it 5-3. 
Rider then held Binghamton to zero 
runs for the rest of  the game. 

In the bottom of  the fourth, the 
Broncs tacked on their last run. Rider 
finally snapped its losing streak. 
Everyone was doing their job; their 
six runs were scored by five different 
batters. Cuttic was a key player in 
this game. She pitched seven innings, 
allowing only one earned run while 
recording three strikeouts. 

As part of  a doubleheader, Rider 
also played Maryland, Baltimore 
County (UMBC). Unfortunately for the 
Broncs, the momentum from the first 
game did not carry over, as they were 
beaten by the Retrievers, 10-3. This 
has been a common theme this season; 
early in games, they’re neck-and-
neck with the opposing team before 
ultimately losing the game. 

As it came down to the final innings, 
Rider just couldn’t hold on. The 
Broncs started things off  in the top of  
the second inning with a double from 
senior infielder Monica Clark, which 

brought in Zavodnik. In the third, 
UMBC scored two, gaining the lead 
2-1. In the fourth, Cuttic answered with 
a homerun. 

However, the Retrievers then 
scored another two runs extending 
their lead to 4-2 through four. Neither 
team scored in the fifth, but in the 
sixth, UMBC pulled away, scoring six 
runs in the bottom of  the inning. The 
Retrievers held the Broncs scoreless 
in the top of  the seventh, securing the 
win. 

On March 31, Rider will play 
Quinnipiac, which will commence 
MAAC play.

“I think that the teams we have 
played were really tough competition 
so they set us up to do really well and 

actually compete in the MAAC,” said 
Head Coach Davon Ortega.  

Rider’s next game is at Lafayette on 
March 28 at 3 p.m.  

Sophomore pitcher Elyse Cuttic went 3-for-4 with one run and one RBI against Binghamton. 

C O R R E C T I O N
In last week’s article about the 

men’s basketball team’s NIT loss, it 
was mentioned that Rider has never 
won a postseason game. The Broncs  
won a CIT game in 2013 as well as 
two postseason games in 1957. 

Freshman infielder Jake Barbiere had one RBI in the loss to Lehigh.
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Sports
Johnson gets feel for international puck

Inside Today: The 
baseball team lost its first 
home opener in three 
years
Page 11

By Rob Rose

A RIDER ice hockey player recently 
traded his cranberry jersey for 
one with stars and stripes.

Senior forward Chris 
Johnson was named to the American 
Collegiate Hockey Association 
(ACHA) Select Team that played in 
the inaugural World Cup of  College 
Hockey. The group faced off  against 
teams of  college players from Central 
Europe and Russia, as well as a 
semiprofessional Norwegian team. 

The Select Team consisted of  22 
players from 15 universities and toured 
Europe from Dec. 28 to Jan. 8 this year. 

For the Freeport, New York, native, 
hockey is something Johnson has done 
nearly all his life. 

“I started skating around 3 and 
playing hockey at 5,” said Johnson. 
“Hockey was my first sport, but I 
played everything growing up.” 

Johnson has been a four-year 
member of  the hockey team, earning 
an assistant captain role on this year’s 
club team. 

“Chris is an exceptional player,” said 
Head Coach Sean Levin. “He possesses 
a unique skill set that combines speed, 
strength and a competitive edge that 
most players in the ACHA do not have. 
Chris’ ability to accelerate with the 
puck allows him the ability to create his 
own shot. His strength allows him to 
protect the puck and win 50/50 puck 
battles. He demands a lot of  attention 

from our opponents which often 
leaves his teammates open for scoring 
chances.”

During his four years as a Bronc, 
Johnson recorded 138 points in 104 
games, with 83 goals and 55 assists. 
Johnson led Rider in points and goals 
for the last three seasons, including a 
career-high of  44 points and 18 assists 
this season and a career-high 28 goals 
last season. 

“It’s always great having a guy like 
Johnson with his speed and leadership,” 
said senior defenseman and team 
captain, JJ Santagata.

Santagata and Johnson played 
roller hockey together in high school 
and competed on the same Junior 
Hockey League team their senior year 
before coming to Rider as freshmen 
roommates. 

Johnson found out about his position 
on the Select Team in August 2017, 
but wasn’t allowed to tell anyone until 
the roster was officially announced on 
Dec. 8. 

The team consisted of  members 
from the 2017 ACHA All-Star Team, 
where the Select Team’s coaches were 
scouting players. 

“I didn’t even know this team was a 
thing until I was at [the all-star game],” 
said Johnson. “So I obviously wanted to 
make a pretty good impression.”

The trip began in Albany, New York, 
on Dec. 26, where the team met for the 
first time and practiced together before 

boarding a plane for an eight-hour 
flight to Norway. 

The first game of  the tour was a 7-3 
victory over the Halden Comets Elite, 
a Norwegian semiprofessional team. 
The Selects scored four goals in the first 
period, dominating from the opening 
faceoff, despite the intimidating level of  
competition overseas. 

“It was insane,” said Johnson. “It 
was probably the highest level of  
hockey I have ever played at. Some of  
these guys are 35 to 38 years old and 
grown men.”

In the opening game of  the World 
Cup of  College Hockey on Jan. 2, 
the Selects took on the European 
University Hockey League All-Stars. 
The ACHA Select Team started fast 
out of  the gates again, taking a 2-0 lead 
after the first period. After scoring three 
more goals and allowing only one, the 
Selects cruised to 5-1 win. 

The following game saw the Select 
Team’s toughest opponents of  the trip, 
the Russian Student Hockey League 
(SHL) All-Stars. 

The SHL team defeated the ACHA 
Selects team 7-0 and 6-1 in back-to-
back games on Jan. 5 to secure the 
World Cup of  College Hockey title. 

“[That was] the best team I have 
ever played,” said Johnson. 

The final matchup of  the tour came 
on Jan. 6 when the Selects took on 
Hokiklub Budapest, winning a high-
scoring battle, 7-5. 

The group traveled to five countries 
on the tour, stopping in Norway, 
Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia 
and Sweden. The trip was not only 
about hockey though, as Johnson, who 
had never traveled to Europe before, 
took in sights along the way and made 
memories with his new teammates. 

“The games were obviously fun, but 
just meeting a bunch of  guys you never 
met before and becoming so close after 
a few days was great,” said Johnson. 
“A lot of  the fun was just going out at 
night and seeing the different nightlife. 
It was just more fun being with a group 
of  guys your age.” 

As for his future plans, Johnson 
is potentially returning to Rider for 
graduate school to pursue a master’s 
degree in homeland security after 
completing his bachelor’s in criminal 
justice. 

He plans to pursue a career with the 
FBI, United States Marshals or another 
government agency. 

Johnson viewed the trip as an overall 
success, both personally and for the 
team. 

“I think I did pretty well; it took 
a little bit to adjust to the speed, but 
when you’re playing with good players, 
it really helps out,” said Johnson. “I was 
pretty satisfied, I was just happy to be 
there.” 
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Senior forward Chris Johnson was a member of the ACHA Select Team that competed in Europe. Johnson led Rider in points and goals the last three seasons, setting  his career highs of 44 points, 28 goals and 18 assists in two years.
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