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INDUSTRIAL IMAGERY
The Suzanne Dinger exhibit “Outside/Inside” 
depicts scenes of  local architecture. page 8

GUNS ARE NOT FOR SCHOOLS
Protecting students with firearms should not be in 
a teacher’s job description. page 11

MAAC MARCH MADNESS
The men’s basketball team was upset in the first 
round of  the conference tournament. page 12

By Theresa Evans 

STUDENTS celebrated the results of  the Student 
Government Association (SGA) election on 
March 6, when Olivia Barone was elected 
president.

Barone is anticipating that her future position will 
be “an amazing experience.”

“I’m really excited to work with my new executive 
board. Individually they touch so many aspects of  
the school, and I can’t wait to see what amazing 
things we accomplish,” said Barone.

Other executive officer-elects include Allison 
Anderson as vice president, Rahquan King-Stubbs 
as vice president for administration and finance, 
Paige Ewing as vice president for communications, 
Dylan Erdelyi as vice president for university affairs 
and Brea Rivera as vice president for student affairs. 

“This year we have a really diverse group of  
people representing the student body, as it should be. 
This senate is going to do some great things,” Barone 
said. 

According to Barone, officer-elects will be 
“officially inaugurated” during a transition day in 
April.     

“I’m very excited to continue to serve as a senator 
for the College of  Business,” said Sarah LoRicco. 
“I am really looking forward to working with 
other SGA members and members of  the Rider 
community to continue 
to enhance students’ 
on-campus experiences.” 

WCC partner details emerge at forums

Rider Dances’ March 3 showcase featured routines inspired by paintings, ranging from surrealist pieces such as René Magritte’s “La Victoire”  to  J.M.W. Turner romanticist landscape  “The Slave Ship.”

From left, Larry Livingston, Patrick McCarthy, Nicholas Xie and Marshall Onofrio 
lead a faculty forum about Westminster’s new partner, Kaiwen Education, on March 4. 
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SGA announces  
its newest leaders

➠ SEE KAIWEN
PAGE 3

By Shanna O’Mara and  
Gianluca D’Elia

AN outpouring of  questions 
about the future of  
Westminster Choir 
College (WCC) came to 

light during a series of  forums 
on March 4,  following the 
Feb. 21 announcement that 
Rider had signed a non-binding 
agreement with Kaiwen Education 
Technology, which owns two 
international K through 12 schools 
in China, to become the Princeton 
campus’ new partner. 

Dean of  Westminster College 
of  the Arts Marshall Onofrio 
addressed questions from students 
and faculty, with help from 
Kaiwen consultant Nicholas Xie 
and one of  the recently announced 
accreditation consultants, Larry 
Livingston. 

The second consultant, 
Catherine Jarjisian, was not 
present at the forums but said she 
will be at Westminster from March 
26 through 29 to discuss music 
accreditation. 

“We’re all scared because we 
love this place, but I’m excited 
for the future and what it could 
bring,” said WCC conductor 
James Jordan. “I was here in 1991 
when the school almost closed. We 

had an entering class of  about 37 
people, and it took us five or six 
years to recover.” 

Onofrio recognized this 
concern and admitted that while 
the administration is working to 
recruit more students, interest level 
in the school took a plunge this 
year.

“Our applications are down 
significantly,” Onofrio said. “We’re 
running at about 56 percent of  
our actual, typical applicant pool. 
Our normal freshman class up 
to a couple of  years ago was in 
the 85 to 90 range. This past fall, 
again after all of  this was first 

announced, it was about 65. We 
had 59 true, first-time freshman 
and six transfer students. To date, 
we have accepted 99 students for 
next year.”

President Gregory Dell’Omo 
mentioned in a Feb. 26 interview 
with The Rider News that the 
classical music market is moving 
heavily toward Asian nations. Xie 
expressed a similar sentiment as he 
presented information about the 
education company. 

“We 
have sports, 
we have 
the Kaiwen 

When life imitates art 
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Campus Dining Events

Follow & Connect with Aramark @RiderDining

March 18th - March 22nd

3/21

3/7

3/8

3/5-
3/9

3/9

3/19

Sloppy Joe’s For Lunch At 
Daly’s

National Tater  Tots Day!

Classic Pizza And Pasta 
Dishes

March Madness!

BRONC MOMENT!!!

RESTAURANT ROTATION 
At Cranberry’s

SOCIAL HOUR!!!
Let Us Know What You Think at YourDiningVoice.
com When you follow our Feed Your Pontial 365 
health campaign, Aramark will donate $1 to 
local community centers. Follow now at FYP365.
com/community or on Instagram @Aramark- No 
purchase required.

HAVE A WONDERFUL SPRING BREAK!!!

Come Get A Little Messy And 
Remember How It Feels To Be A 
Kid Again

Have A Spud-Riffic Day!
Tots all day long At Daly’s

Dinner At Daly’s 
4:30pm-9:00pm

Celebrate The Amazing Season 
That Rider’s Basketball Teams 
Had  With A Themed Meal At 
Daly’s For Dinner

 Bubble Gum Blowing Contest       
12pm @ Daly’s

Chopsticks - A Twist On Traditional 
Chinese Food. Choose From 
Signature Brown Or Fried Rice 
Bowls, Or Build Your Own Stir-Fry.

 Freak Shake Friday @Cranberry’s 
11:30am-1:00pm

Other college senators elected 
include Antonio Lombardi, Giavanna 
Troli, Fredy Ulloa and Carissa 
Zanfardino for the College of  Liberal 
Arts and Sciences.

Kaitlyn Francke-Cooley will serve 
as senator for the College of  Education 
and Human Services, and Kristen 
Wisneki is senator-elect for Westminster 
College of  the Arts.

“I think the students elected for next 
year’s senate are an enthusiastic group 
ready to work,” said LoRicco. “There 
have been great SGA leaders in the 
past who have helped everyone reach 
the level they are at today.”

President-elect Kaylin Garcia, Vice 
President-elect Rebecca Carberry and 
Treasurer-elect Madison Stigliano will 
serve as the sophomore class council; 
President-elect Laila Iddin-Howard, 
Vice President-elect Tiiyana Young, 
Treasurer-elect E’mani Givens, and 
Secretary-elect Lauren Brolo will serve 
as the freshman class council.   

“I hope that all of  the members 
of  the Rider community are able to 
work together and have open lines of  
communication,” said LoRicco. “I 
think it’s really important for students 
to be involved in major university 
decisions and to have the opportunity 
to voice their opinions. SGA has done 
a great job of  being the middleman to 
connect students and administration to 
help achieve that.” 

President-elect Andrew Fitzmaurice 
and Vice President-elect David Shinn 
will serve for the Association for 
Commuting Students. 

“The winners for next year’s senate 
are all great students and I’m looking 
forward to working with them. And I 

want to congratulate Olivia Barone on 
her well-deserved victory, in addition 
to all of  the other newly elected 
members,” LoRicco said. “It was 
exciting to see everyone campaigning 
and being involved.” 

Barone promoted her candidacy via 
social media and by reaching out to 
campus organizations. 

 “I have my friends to thank for 
always posting on their Instagram 
story or sharing my Facebook event. I 
wouldn’t have won without them,” said 
Barone. 

Barone is confident that the officer-
elects will work together and build 
relationships within the upcoming 
months. 

“I really want more students to know 
about SGA. There’s a gap that needs 
to mended, and I think with more 
community outreach, we’ll be able to 
mend it,” said Barone.

SGA welcomes fresh faces House fire near Rider campus 
started with a cigarette butt

By Joe Passero

A FIRE that broke out last week at a Lawrenceville home across from Rider’s 
campus was traced back to cigarettes in the home’s basement, according 
to the Lawrence Township Police Department.

Students watched with concern as the home at 2132 Lawrenceville 
Road, directly across from Conover Hall, went up in smoke around 7:45 p.m. 
on Feb. 27.

“It turns out the construction guys were working, and it might have been 
careless smoking,” said Lawrence Police Lt. Joseph Amodio. “There were a lot 
of  cigarettes, so it might have fallen through into the basement and caught up 
some of  the debris or garbage.”

Earlier that day, carpenters were working inside the house where there was 
no electricity or gas, Amodio said. 

The carpenters left the site around 4:30 p.m., and the property owner made 
a brief  visit to pick up a vehicle soon after, however, there was no smoke at the 
time.

Amodio said the fire was “not deemed suspicious,” and that there would be 
no further investigation. No charges were pressed.

Alumni fear Chinese rules
By Lauren Lavelle

THE possibility of  the Chinese government becoming involved in the transaction 
of  Westminster Choir College (WCC) from Rider University to Kaiwen 
Education was questioned by a WCC alum at an open meeting on March 4 
regarding the future of  the choir school. 

 “Is there any precaution to prevent the Chinese government from pushing its 
international agenda through this acquisition,” an anonymous alum asked the Dean 
of  Westminster College of  the Arts Marshall Onofrio and Kaiwen accreditation 
consultant Larry Livingston via email, touching on an issue that has recently roiled 
American higher education and Washington politics.. 

Both Onofrio and Livingston denied the alum’s assumption the Chinese 
government would play a role in the merger, and defended Kaiwen’s intentions. 

“First of  all, this is not the Chinese government. This is a publicly operated 
company so this is an important distinction to make, and I have had no discussions 
nor inkling of  any government interference of  any kind,” said Livingston. 

However, last month the head of  the FBI warned members of  Congress about 
Chinese infiltration into American higher education.

FBI Director Christopher Wray testified before the U.S. Senate Intelligence 
Committee that “collectors” had infiltrated American universities in order to gather 
intelligence on behalf  of  the Chinese government.  Wray told lawmakers that 
institutions of  higher education demonstrated “naivete” about the threat and were 
exacerbating the problem.

Also last month, Republican U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio encouraged all Florida 
colleges and universities to cut all ties with programs funded and run by the 
Chinese-government, citing “China’s aggressive campaign to ‘infiltrate’ American 
classrooms, stifle free inquiry, and subvert free expression both at home and 
abroad.”

In recent years, some American colleges and universities have also ended 
arrangements with Chinese-government funded “Confucius Institutes,” out of  fear 
of  censorship and threats to academic freedom.

Onofrio dismissed concerns about Chinese ownership and reiterated Livingston’s 
statement.

“This is a publicly traded company, much like most of  the companies you do 
business with in your everyday life,” he said. 

Although both Onofrio and Livingston denied the alum’s concern, neither 
provided possible precautions for the event of  a Chinese government interference.

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

A home on Lawrenceville Road caught fire on Feb. 27, prompting an investigation by local police. 
The source was determined to be a cigarette butt. No charges were pressed. 

Olivia Barone was elected SGA’s new president.
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Academy [the two K-12 schools in Beijing], but we 
don’t have arts and music,” Xie said. “That’s the 
missing part here.” 

Xie said 80 percent of  pianos are manufactured in 
China and 30 million to 40 million kids are learning 
to play there. Meanwhile, 10 million are learning 
violin. Only 3 percent of  urban households own a 
piano, which means the rest of  the families attend 
conservatories to study classical music.

Jeffrey Halpern, the AAUP’s chief  grievance 
officer, questioned aspects of  the agreement and said 
the uncertainty of  the plan still troubles the union’s 
executive committee. 

“We want to hear a real business plan,” he said. 
“I understand Kaiwen’s business plan in China and, 
quite honestly, it sounds like a good one. I’m trying 
to understand how that translates to WCC, where 
enrollment is already full and scholarships are already 
in place.”

Xie said Kaiwen strives for excellence.
 “I think we have the same mission for WCC — to 

be the best,” he said.
With two campuses operating and three others 

under construction in China, Xie said American 
students will have the opportunity to perform there, 
and Chinese students will be encouraged to study 
abroad at WCC. 

He clarified that the company “completely divested 
and exited from the steel bridge structure business. 
Education and activities related to education became 
its main business,” and that the Haidian District, 
where one of  the operating campuses is located, is 
“famous for engineering and science.” 

A performing arts center has been built at one of  
Kaiwen’s campuses, and although it did not appear 
in the PowerPoint, a photo of  it is posted on Kaiwen’s 
website. Larry Livingston said, “The facilities are 
absolutely phenomenal.”

Because Kaiwen’s schools are operating in a 
communist state, some faculty voiced concerns about 
this factor potentially disrupting specific areas of  study 
once the company takes over WCC.

“Our sacred music department has been neglected 
over the years,” said Sharon Sweet, professor of  voice. 
“You’d be very hard-pressed to find a church across 
the country where the minister of  music or organist or 
both either studied here or studied with someone who 
did study here.”

Xie assured her that the Chinese government has 
no intention to restrict the study or practice of  sacred 
music in the United States, even noting that there 
are several churches in China where similar art is 
performed.

Kathy Price, assistant professor of  voice, noticed an 
emphasis on performing arts during Xie’s presentation 
and pointed out that there is another aspect of  WCC’s 
curriculum that needs to be upheld. “We have a very 
strong academic program [at Westminster],” she said.

Striving to keep the status quo
Following the faculty forum, a session for students 

was also held. Eight students attended, and they 
shared similar concerns to those of  their professors. 

Students asked about whether they will still be able 
to take advantage of  the variety of  courses Rider has 
to offer, since several students have second majors 
and minors that require classes on the Lawrenceville 
campus. Even a couple of  the students at the forum 
had minors in arts administration. 

“We are bound by state law to offer what we 
call liberal arts and science,” Onofrio said. “The 
bigger question you might be alluding to is, ‘How 
can a student study something like biochemistry?’ 
That particular kind of  partnership exists literally 
nationwide and worldwide. We are going to have 
to reconstruct. It could mean maintaining [our 
partnership] with Rider. It could be something 
that means enhancing our current partnership 
with Princeton University. We will continue to 
supply liberal arts courses, and it will be part of  the 
curriculum as long as the curriculum requires it.”

WCC currently has a cross-registration program 
with Princeton. 

The potential change in tuition costs was also a 
concern raised by students and faculty. 

“The Rider University Board of  Trustees met 

this past week and part of  their business was a set of  
recommendations for what will happen to tuition and 
fees for 2018-19,” Onofrio said. “As long as WCC 
is part of  Rider University, those tuition fees and 
structures will apply to WCC.”

Many faculty members questioned the repetitive 
use of  the word “change” during discussions of  the 
school’s transition from Rider to Kaiwen, but the 
administration wouldn’t specify what was meant by 
this term.

Serving as labor counsel to Kaiwen Education, 
Patrick McCarthy said, “To be clear, there are going 
to be things that are going to have to change just as a 
necessity.”

“Change isn’t always good,” Halpern said. “It can 
be bad, but that lies in the details we don’t know.”

Because the term sheet is confidential, such 
details cannot be released, but Livingston reiterated 
throughout the day that the operations of  WCC 
thus far have not kept the school afloat. Rider 
administrators declined to release the term sheet to 
The Rider News.

“It’s pretty clear changes are going to have to 
happen because the present model isn’t working,” 
Livingston said. “What those changes are haven’t been 
determined yet.”

Xie spoke optimistically about the “significant 
synergies between WCC and Kaiwen Education.”

“As a new, independent music school, WCC has a 
much better chance to compete and grow,” he said. 
“The partnership will succeed only if  Westminster can 
succeed.”

He said even a nonprofit “can’t lose money every 
day for 90 years” or else no one would make financial 
contributions to the institution. 

Halpern countered, “I understand why people 
invest [in Kaiwen], but they don’t invest as an act of  
philanthropy,” noting that Kaiwen is a for-profit entity.

Faculty, staff  seek more communication
Another topic of  concern was that status of  faculty 

as the transaction moves forward.
“I still have the letter from President Dell’Omo 

saying my services are no longer needed as of  
August,” Laura Brooks Rice, professor of  voice, said 
as she pointed to the president seated in a corner of  
the room. “It has not been rescinded.”

Livingston addressed this issue, which was brought 
up multiple times by both faculty and students.

“The commitment of  the Kaiwen Education 
Academy is clear; tenured faculty will remain at 
tenure, full-time faculty will retain tenure, salary and 
rank, and they will have benefits comparable to the 
present in the aggregate,” he said. “So that assurance, 
I think, should help clarify any question about 
faculty.”

McCarthy also added that the buyer’s intention 
is to match current salary rates. “No one is going 
backward,” he said, but “it’s difficult to say benefits 
will be exactly the same in a company this size.”

Donna Balducci, who works in the WCC student 
center, said she felt “marginalized” as a staff  employee 
— a group often left out of  the conversation.

“I’m always hearing about faculty, and it’s 
disheartening to me as a staff  member with 
credentials and who has invested years in a school I 
love,” she said.

While the administration referred to both faculty 
and staff  more often after that note, Halpern still 
pressed about the issue of  secrecy during this process.

“It is the norm that the faculty be deeply involved 
in the decision making,” he said. “Someone who is not 
part of  our faculty will be making those decisions and 
we will be told afterward.”

Other professors echoed this sentiment.
“To not be consulted and to not be part of  this 

process is very frustrating,” Brooks Rice said. “I 
understand changes need to be made in order to 
function, but there is a wealth of  experience in this 
room that has not been consulted.”

Why WCC stood out to Kaiwen
This wealth of  experience was a central factor 

of  influence on Kaiwen as the company decided to 
make a bid on the choir school, according to Mark 
Solomon, senior associate vice president for legal 
affairs.

He said the buyer was not impressed by “just the 
brand, but also the people.”

“They’re saying, ‘Work with us,’” he said. “The 
idea here is that they don’t want your help, they need 
your help.”

McCarthy added, “We have a valuable place here, 
and the faculty and staff  are part of  that value.” 
However, he also recognized that Kaiwen will “have to 
hire other employees who are core to the operation.”

Livingston, who was brought onto the project 
two months ago, said he too values faculty, staff  and 
student contribution.

“I don’t want to do that in a vacuum,” he said. “I 
want to do that with input, with insight. I want to do 
that in a way that is a representation, a reflection of  
the great traditions of  this institution and to achieve 
even greater excellence if  you can imagine that and 
for it to be able to pay for itself.”

To increase profits, Xie said a healthy ratio of  
American and international students must come to 
campus. He mentioned that the student populace at 
well-known American music conservatories Berklee 
and Juilliard is over 20 percent international students, 
“but at WCC, it’s single digits.”

Chinese students pay tuition in cash, which would 
also strengthen Westminster’s financial health, Xie 
said.

Since Rider and Kaiwen have not yet reached a 
binding agreement, Onofrio discussed what would 
happen to American students who receive financial 
aid, grants and scholarships if  the transaction were to 
fall through or be delayed. He said, “As long as WCC 
is part of  Rider University, those tuition fees and 
structures will apply to WCC.” 

Kate Smith, sophomore music major, said she trusts 
the administration to do what is best for the school, its 
students and continued legacy.

“I’m excited to see what is going to happen,” Smith 
said. “There has been a lot of  uncertainty, so it’s 
finally exciting to hear that someone is looking, and 
there’s a lot of  hope. There’s a future.” 

She said that she has had a sunny outlook on the 
situation since the March 2017 announcement to sell 
the school.

“I was pretty positive at first,” she said. “We 
obviously didn’t want to merge because that would 
have been detrimental to our environment here, 
so it was exciting to hear that there was another 
option rather than closing or merging. I’ve been 
pretty optimistic the whole time. I’ve had faith in the 
administration because they’re pretty responsible.” 

Senior political science major Kenny Dillon is 
troubled by the process, however. 

“I’m concerned for the fate of  Westminster, but 
also for Rider as a whole,” he said. “This idea was 
poorly thought out.”

Livingston said, “It’s in all of  our best interests 
to get this done as soon as we can but this is a 
challenging and complicated process, and I don’t 
think it is, at this point, fruitful to try to ballpark or 
name a date by which it would be done. We’re doing 
it as well as can as quickly as we can, but this is a 
very significant moment in the history of  WCC and 
Kaiwen Education Academy.”

During the evening parents’ forum, one mother 
questioned the progress of  the sale as Rider faces 
three lawsuits, including one filed by the Princeton 
Theological Seminary last month seeking to halt the 
sale to Kaiwen.

“The particular lawsuit seeks to challenge whether 
or not they will be owed any compensation if  Rider, 
in fact, does transfer WCC to Kaiwen,” Onofrio said. 
“As with any lawsuit, I cannot comment on the basis 
or the merits of  such, and it will be decided by the 
courts.”

Because none of  these suits have been settled and 
the administration does not know if  they will impede 
upon the transaction process, Onofrio said Rider has 
discussed with the buyer the possibility of  the sale not 
being finalized by July 1.

“At this point, we are moving forward that Rider 
University is prepared to continue operating WCC 
until the moment of  transfer,” he said. “At the point 
of  transfer, it will become independent and a partner 
with Kaiwen Education.”

Additional reporting by Lauren Lavelle and Megan Lupo

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

Kaiwen, WCC partnership questions addressed
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March 28, 2018
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the Campus Mall

Eggscape with $1000
amid 10,000 eggs filled with

candy and more prizes!

Plus, free food, games,
activities, farm animals

and more!

Rain Date: March 29, 2018 

Colleges across NJ support students’ right to protest
By Gianluca D’Elia 

A GROWTH in high school student activism has led to a daunting question for 
these graduating seniors: “Will this end up on my permanent record?” There 
may be an answer to that now. Across the nation, college admissions offices — 
including Rider’s — have announced their support of  high schoolers who may 

face disciplinary actions for engaging in peaceful protests. 
These gestures of  support came in response to the Feb. 14 mass shooting at 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, where 17 students, 
teachers and coaches were killed. Over the past month, a vocal group of  student 
activists from Douglas has been at the forefront of  the national debate on gun 
violence. 

Rider joined other schools statewide in support of  students’ protesting rights 
when the admissions office announced March 2 via Twitter that peaceful protesting 
would not jeopardize their admission. Rutgers, Princeton, TCNJ and Fairleigh 
Dickinson have also released similar announcements within the past two weeks. 

“Rider would not consider any disciplinary action, as the result of  peaceful 
demonstrations, to negatively impact our admissions decision-making process,” said 
university spokeswoman Kristine Brown. 

Princeton’s Office of  Admission wrote in a similar statement, “In the wake of  
recent plans for peaceful protests by high school students related to the ongoing 
gun control debate, we have received a number of  inquiries about how Princeton 
University’s admission office treats high school disciplinary sanctions that might 
be imposed in response to such activity. Students who act on their conscience 
in peaceful, principled protest will receive full consideration in our admissions 
process.”

Nicole Dvorin, ’17, is a former campus tour guide at Rider. She said the school’s 
decision sends a positive and relieving message to high school students who want to 
exercise their right to free expression and contribute to the larger conversation on 
gun violence. 

“I’m proud of  my school and the admissions department for making that 
decision,” Dvorin said. “I think it’s a great reflection of  what our school values.”

The fear of  facing disciplinary consequences for protesting has become a realistic 
one for some New Jersey high schoolers. A teacher in Cherry Hill was suspended 
after a student complained about the instructor voicing concerns about the school’s 
security to students. In response, students staged a walk-out to get history teacher 
Timothy Locke taken off  of  administrative leave. Their principal told them the 
day before that they would be suspended if  they left school property. Hundreds of  
students poured out of  Cherry Hill High School East on Feb. 27, marched around 

the school track and nearby streets. 
Rachel Vetesi, a senior communication major from Cherry Hill, said she 

supported Locke’s encouragement of  students to talk about what happened in 
Parkland. 

“I think it’s important for students of  all ages to be able to have a ongoing 
conversation about events like the Parkland massacre,” she said. “We cannot 
prevent something like this from happening again by staying silent.”

Vetesi said she is relieved that high school students who protest — including the 
ones in her hometown — will not be penalized by their future colleges. 

“If  a university were to penalize a student for taking action and speaking up 
for people’s lives in a peaceful way, they would not only be doing themselves a 
disservice, but it would display that the university’s priorities are not set straight,” 
she said. “We should be praising and supporting children for speaking up.”

Several universities nationwide, including Rider,  have announced that their admissions offices will not 
penalize their applicants for protest-related disciplinary actions, in response to gun violence protests 
after the mass school shooting in Parkland, Florida in February.
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New SGA bill raises questions about free speech
News

By Megan Lupo

A NEW bill passed on Feb. 26 by the Student 
Government Association (SGA) has received a 
lot of  pushback, with some claiming it violates 
the First Amendment.

In a roll call vote with 27 yes statements and one 
abstention, the bill passed, and SGA President and 
senior English major John Modica, who established 
the bill, defended its purpose of  preventing hateful 
speech and promoting a safe campus. It will be utilized 
as a “protective measure,” he said. 

“The intention of  the bill was to implement the 
new procedure for the student senate that if  a student 
organization recognized by SGA and Rider University 
does something that we feel violates the experience of  
another student, faculty or staff  member, or if  they do 
something that compromises people’s safety, we feel 
their recognition should be questioned,” Modica said. 

According to the Feb. 27 press release from the 
Rider College Republicans’ executive board, the club 
expressed dissatisfaction with the vague wording of  
the bill, including the unspecified nature of  clubs 
“participating in, hosting, or condoning activities that 
espouse inflammatory, hateful or derogatory rhetoric 
or agendas.”

Although Modica admitted that “maybe we were 
being too creative with the language,” the original aim 
behind the ambiguity was to “leave it to the discretion 
of  the senators in the future years to determine 
whether [an organization’s speech] is necessarily 
hateful or inflammatory, or whether it violates 
someone’s safety.”

Communication professor Pamela Brown, who 
specializes in communication law, agreed that 
student government would be “better off  if  [SGA] 
has a more clear and specific policy than a vague 
one if  they decide to sue. And let’s face it, they can 
get a conservative organization to provide funds for 
a lawsuit because that’s the world we live in today. 
[SGA] needs to identify what kind of  conduct 
would be problematic so people know in advance of  
engaging in the conduct that they can’t do that.”

College Republicans President and junior 
marketing major Alex Solomon expressed further 
concerns about the bill being approved, despite 
Modica’s intention to change the word choice first.

“The press release that we posted expressed our 
displeasure with a new bill that was passed by the SGA 
senate,” Solomon said. “We felt as though the bill 
violated the First Amendment rights of  students who 
are members and leaders of  campus organizations, 
as well as could possibly be used to target any 
organization that the SGA at that point in time is not 
in agreement with.”

Modica resolved that SGA could “find a better way 
to word it that maybe isn’t as ambiguous or doesn’t 
leave people feeling as though they might be targeted 
by this bill, just because that is the political climate 
that we live in.”

One organization that caused a stir in the fall 2017 
semester among student government was Turning 
Point USA (TPUSA), which was denied recognition. 

President of  Rider’s TPUSA chapter and 
sophomore accounting major Joshua Aminov said, 
“People are concerned about our organization 
coming to Rider because of  apparent liberal biases 
that were clearly present in the Lawrenceville student 
senate during our first and second senate hearing last 
semester.”

The questionable actions of  TPUSA on college 
campuses were one of  the main factors why SGA 
rejected their recognition, such as launching their 
project called Professor Watchlist, which intends 
to “expose and document college professors who 
discriminate against conservative students and 
advance leftist propaganda in the classroom,” 
according to the Professor Watchlist website. 

Modica said, “They’re encouraging the surveillance 
of  our professors. That, I find, is a violation of  
academic freedom and free speech. Not only does it 
potentially endanger faculty by subjecting them to 
harassment or threats, as we’ve seen at other schools, 
it circumvents the whole purpose of  the university, 
which is to encourage discourse between people with 
opposing beliefs.”

Citing this type of  practice as a reason for SGA to 
take precaution against organizations that might inflict 

harm or hysteria, Modica felt compelled to create the 
bill to assure students that their education and time at 
Rider will not be compromised. 

“What we’re trying to say is that any organization, 
if  they do something that violates someone’s safety, 
autonomy or privacy, or they try to act derogatory 
toward different demographic groups, then those 
things we don’t believe should be represented by any 
student organization that’s receiving student activities 
fee money,” Modica said. “We want to make sure any 
club can be held to a certain standard on how they 
should be treating other people.”

In addition to the press release, Rider’s College 
Republicans published a photo collage on their social 
media of  suppressors of  free speech, such as Adolf  
Hitler and Fidel Castro on the left side and supporters 
of  free speech, such as former Presidents John F. 
Kennedy and George Washington on the right side.  

Separated by a red line, the post implies that SGA 
is leaning toward the oppressive side. 

Modica believed that this was a bit “extreme,” 
and Solomon agreed, but said the impact behind the 
comparison was effective. 

“Obviously, this bill suppresses free speech on 
a much lesser scale than Hitler, [Joseph] Stalin, 
Castro and Kim Jong Un did or currently do, but the 
illustration of  whose company the SGA would be in 
by suppressing some form of  free speech is definitely 
a powerful one that can reach many audiences and is 
easy to understand,” Solomon said.

The immediate hope of  TPUSA is to be a SGA-
recognized organization. 

In order for a student group to be recognized, it 
needs to reach out to the student organization chair, 
who sends requirements, such as a roster of  active 
members, a constitution, an executive board election 
process and events planned. If  it passes the student 
organization committee’s standards, it goes to student 
senate to be voted on, according to Modica. By being 
recognized, the organization can book spaces on 
campus, hold sponsored events and receive funding. 

 Brown questioned whether there was “a general 
statement the SGA has that says how and why it 
recognizes organizations at all.”

When Modica said there wasn’t, Brown advised 
that one should be made as precaution.

Modica responded that he has “been told that [a 
general statement] is contained in the resolution that 
the Board of  Trustees approves every time student 
government gets re-recognized, which occurs at the 
June board meeting. The only problem is that no one 
can find the actual resolution.” 

Although clubs and organizations are allowed to 
assemble informally, they are not going to receive 
any type of  financial or space support through 
the university. Aminov does not want to run his 
organization this way and was critical of  how SGA 
treated TPUSA during that procedure. 

“We would like to be recognized by SGA on 
campus because we believe that is our right. During 
the process of  being recognized last semester, the 
SGA had a split in the senate. During our first senate 
hearing, [Modica] was not able to attend and decided 
to send a statement of  concern to myself  and the 
entire student senate asking them to ask several 
questions to our club on his behalf  and to postpone 
the vote to the next week, if  they felt it was necessary,” 
Aminov said. “This was a concern in and of  itself, as 
[Modica] had posed no questions to the other students 
proposing a different club after us. For this reason, we 
felt that our club and the organization it represents 
were being unfairly attacked.” 

Modica said the reasoning behind the recognition 
of  a club is to decide whether the club is acting in its 
own interest or if  it’s going to “ultimately benefit the 

entire climate of  the university.”
The censorship of  certain offensive speech might 

do more harm, according to Brown. 
Brown said, “There is a bad history for hate speech 

codes on campus. They don’t generally stand up in 
court as being constitutional. There is some case 
law in New Jersey that our state constitution gives 
greater First Amendment protection than the federal 
constitution, so that some private places have been 
treated, as places where the First Amendment applies. 
That hasn’t been challenged in a long time.”

Just as SGA can give funding to clubs, they 
can revoke that status. In the past, clubs have lost 
recognition because of  inactiveness. With this bill, 
clubs could also lose their SGA sponsorship by a two-
thirds majority rule if  they commit an action deemed 
intolerable, Modica said.

“The university isn’t going to extend its resources 
to some random group that just asks for money or 
space; we need to make sure that the group has the 
right intentions and is going about things in a way that 
ultimately will better Rider,” Modica said. “I think 
it’s perfectly fair for us to have a recognition process, 
and for that recognition process to determine whether 
groups can receive resources.”

Upon hearing the backlash from Rider’s College 
Republicans and TPUSA, Modica plans to revise the 
bill to align with “Rider’s anti-discrimination and anti-
harassment policies, which already exist and every 
student already adheres to.”

Modica continued, “This opens up a new direction 
for SGA on how can we align ourselves with the 
Office of  Community Standards and possibly 
affirmative action, and whether they need to have a 
hand in helping us handle these cases. We never had 
that directly of  a relationship with them before, so this 
is potentially an opportunity to look at that.”

An advocate for a safe discourse campus, Modica 
reached out to Rider’s College Republicans to talk 
about reaching an agreement of  satisfaction with the 
bill.

Solomon expressed appreciation with Modica 
organizing this conversation.

“In the United States, a government official who 
listens to his or her constituents and works to address 
their concerns is one who is truly doing his or her 
job,” Solomon said. “It is the same for SGA, and we 
really do thank John for reaching out and setting up 
a meeting where hopefully we can find some sort of  
solution where we both leave happy.”

Although there may be differing opinions from 
the organizations vocal about this bill, Solomon 
concluded that clubs should be able to freely express 
their viewpoints, whether hateful or not, as protected 
by the Constitution.

“Free speech is the pinnacle of  a college campus. 
In 1964 and 1965, students from the University of  
California, Berkeley marched and protested to gain 
the right to speak freely on their college campus, 
and now, just over 50 years later, this battle has been 
brought back to campuses across the country, not just 
ours,” Solomon said. “Without freedom of  speech, 
there cannot be a free and open discourse. Without 
discourse, mental growth is severely inhibited. Any 
student government that takes away any part of  a 
student or club’s right to free speech and freedom of  
expression is doing a disservice to the entire student 
body.”

Brown echoed that sentiment. 
“It’s very hard to live in a free society and put 

up with a lot of  expression of  ideas that are really 
horrible,” she said. “But when you leave a campus, 
you’re going to encounter them everywhere you go. 
Is it really in our best interests of  our students to 
create a cocoon here that doesn’t confront them with 
what their going to be confronting in work places and 
everywhere else they go? If  we can count on the right 
response to that bad behavior, then I would say we 
should let the bad behavior happen because I don’t 
want to drive it underground, where it just tends to 
build on itself  and spread.”
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Mentalist duo bends minds, wows crowd
By Jason Mount

THE mentalist duo called The 
Evasons read thoughts and blew 
minds during their performance in 
the Yvonne Theater on March 2. 

Married couple Jeff  and Tessa 
Evason proved their talents of  “second 
sight,” magic and telepathy Friday 
evening with acts that confused, wowed 
and shocked audience members.

The performance started with 
Tessa flexing her mental muscles by 
correctly guessing six random numbers 
collected by Jeff  from the audience. 
The accuracy of  the mentalist’s 
assumptions stunned the audience, but 
the amazement had only just begun.

Another awe-inspiring act was when 
Tessa was able to describe pictures in 
people’s wallets, in terms of  the image 
itself  and its connection to the audience 
member, revealing details that Tessa 
most likely would not have known prior 
to the show. 

One of  the moments that caught 
the audience off-guard was when 
Tessa described a business card in a 
student’s possession, which was for 

a magician with whom the mentalist 
duo was familiar. She announced that 
the student who had the card was 
connected to the stage, a performer, 
and impressed the audience with a 
simple sentence.

“You’ll be successful. I see your 
name in lights: Casey, Casey, Casey,” 
Tessa said, correctly guessing the 
student’s name and conjuring shrieks of  

amazement from the audience.
Senior musical theater major Casey 

Esbin, the audience member involved 
in this segment, said the experience 
was just as shocking to her as it was to 
everyone else.

“Getting involved was such a wild 
experience,” she said. “Not only did 
The Evasons immediately know all the 
information on the card I gave them 
without them looking at it, but they 
were able to guess my name almost 
immediately.”

The acts from that point on relied 
more heavily on volunteers. The couple 
demonstrated how to use a pendulum 
and how to interpret its swings, leading 
into the next segment of  the show.

Five people were selected to come 
on stage and try to open a lock with 
their keys, only one of  which worked. 
Tessa once again used her abilities and 
correctly guessed which person had 
the right key. After this, the keys were 
placed back into a cup and mixed up 
then handed out once more.

One more volunteer was selected, 
sophomore finance major Maria Anna 

Koutsoubas, to step on stage and test 
her pendulum abilities, fashioning one 
out of  the lock and accompanying 
cord. As each of  the previous five 
volunteers held their keys over her 
head, the pendulum would swing in a 
circle for no and in a straight line for 
yes.

“When I got picked, I was honestly 
scared,” Koutsoubas admitted after the 

show. “But I did it anyway and it was 
probably the best decision ever. I had 
so much fun and I would definitely see 
them again.”

In a seemingly fantastic twist, the 
person who first had the working key 
had it again, as correctly told by the 
pendulum, shocking the audience.

The next acts were much more 
elaborate, including four men 
attempting to lift a girl with just their 
fingertips — and failing. 

After the attempt, Jeff  guided the 
volunteers in a meditation, leading 
them to easily lift her up this time.

The final act sent shivers down 
the audience members’ spines, as the 
Evasons made people think of  their 
own ghostly encounters. As a student 
sat in a chair with a white sheet draped 
behind her, she claimed to feel a 
poke on her back. Another audience 
member took a picture of  the student 
with a Polaroid camera. When the film 

developed, the face of  an old woman 
vividly appeared on the sheet behind 
the student, mystifying the audience 
and leaving them with a sense of  
wonder and fear.

After the Evasons’ performance, 
both Esbin and Koutsoubas were 
deeply impressed.

“I thought the show was masterful, 
exceptionally well-done and super fun,” 
Esbin shared. “There wasn’t a moment 
that I wasn’t sitting on the edge of  my 
seat during the entire performance.”

Koutsoubas commented on how 
engaging the duo was, saying, “I loved 
how interactive the Evasons were the 
audience. It really showed us how 
there were no cameras or videos used 
throughout the performance.”

Even if  people doubted the mentalist 
duo’s abilities, it is safe to say that 
they are impressive and entertaining 
regardless of  whether or not they are 
supernatural.
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Tessa Evason (front, right) of mentalist duo The Evasons instructs students during a segment of her 
performance on March 2. 
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‘‘ I loved how interactive the Evasons were with the audience. 
It really showed us how there were no cameras or videos used 
throughout the performance.” 
 Maria anna Koutsoubas, sophoMore finance Major 
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Main attraction: Politics, sex and music in movies
By Jessica Hergert

THE Sweigart Auditorium was filled with film 
students, professors and movie lovers alike last 
week to celebrate the 50th anniversary of  The 
New Hollywood era in cinema history.

The two-day symposium highlighted a near-decade 
of  films that, for the first time, harnessed “sex, drugs, 
rock ’n’ roll and protest,” the event’s tagline.

 In 1968, the Motion Picture Production Code — a 
set of  guidelines applied to the film industry beginning 
in 1930 — broke down.

With new freedoms in place, writers, directors and 
producers challenged what cinephiles were used to 
and created a new movement in cinema now called 
The New Hollywood.   

Although much debate surrounds the exact 
timeframe of  The New Hollywood, many agree it 
began in 1967 with the film “The Graduate” and 
ended in 1976 with “Taxi Driver.”

Over the nine-year span, films that emerged were 
edgier, culturally charged and utilized a realism that 
had been largely overlooked in the industry until then. 

“The movies, in their aesthetic originality, attempt 
to speak frankly about American politics and values,” 
said Cynthia Lucia, director of  the film and media 
studies program. “The cultural concerns centered on 
deeply questioning conventional attitudes and beliefs 
— and the willingness to protest.”

The symposium kicked off  on Feb. 28 with a 
unique student panel focusing on the 1967 French film 
“Belle de Jour.”

Moderated by Professor of  French Mary Poteau-
Tralie, the four student speakers — all studying French 
— touched upon “sexual frankness” in French films 
and its influence on The New Hollywood in America. 

A packed auditorium greeted the next set of  
students eager to share their thoughts on the 
“Precursors to The New Hollywood” in a panel 
moderated by Lucia.

Sophomore musical theater major Terren Mueller, 
who highlighted the 1965 British film “Repulsion,” 
said the movie “blurred the lines between reality and 
dreams,” a surrealistic concept that had not yet been 
explored in-depth by filmmakers. 

Fittingly, the next panel, also student-led and 
moderated by Lucia, was called, “The New 
Hollywood is Born — And Thrives.”

The three student presenters appealed to the 
audience, which was made up mostly of  the Studies of  
Film Genre: Horror class, by showcasing the films “In 
Cold Blood,” “Rosemary’s Baby” and “Carrie.”

 “The Graduate” was screened, followed by 

another student panel from junior English cinema 
studies major Sean O’Donnell, entitled “Sex, Satire 
and Music in New Hollywood Cinema,” which 
highlighted the film.

The first day ended with a special presentation 
by featured speaker Art Simon of  Montclair State 
University.

A professor of  English and cinema, Simon 
discussed the “deep pessimism” that infiltrated The 
New Hollywood.

“It’s a metaphor for the impossible rat-race, the 
crushing misery of  the Great Depression and the myth 
of  the American Dream,” Simon said, referring to the 
film “They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?” 

“The films show forces larger than any protagonist 
that determine one’s destiny,” he added.

The second day of  the symposium began early with 
“New Wave Influences: Anarchy, Women, Politics and 
Farce,” focusing on the 1966 Czechoslovakian film 
“Daisies.”

Following the student panel, a faculty roundtable 
discussed the implications The New Hollywood had 
on global cinema.

Moderated by Lucia, the presentation featured 
Poteau-Tralie and Daria Cohen of  the Department of  
Foreign Languages and German Cardenas-Alaminos 
and Thomas Simonet of  the Department of  Fine Arts, 
each of  whom focused on a different work from The 
New Hollywood period. 

Simonet recounted his experience viewing “The 
Graduate” in San Francisco after being drafted into 
the Vietnam War.

“I so was not in my right world [in the military], 
nor were the hippies my world,” he said. “I was in two 
worlds, and I didn’t belong to either one.”

Drawing upon the emotional struggle this film’s 
protagonist Benjamin faces, Simonet exposed the 
core of  The New Hollywood saying, “The whole 
generation felt otherness at this time, and I think that 
is what [the films] captured.”

Student panels followed for the majority of  the 
evening, including a spotlight on race, gender and 
politics in “The Night of  the Living Dead” and a 
separate discussion about race and youth in cinema. 
Students also took a deeper look into horror films of  
The New Hollywood with “Rosemary’s Baby.”

To conclude the symposium, featured speaker Jerry 
Rife, professor of  music, spoke about use of  film music 
in The New Hollywood, specifically targeting “The 
Graduate” and “2001: A Space Odyssey.”

Following his presentation, Rife was honored 
by those attending the reception on account of  his 

retirement.
The final event was an awards ceremony during 

which students were recognized for their presentations 
and had the chance to share their own screenplays or 
films with the audience.

There was a three-way tie for Best Student 
Presentation between senior graphic design major 
Mia Tribett, junior popular music culture major 
Garrett Manyoky and junior theater major Stephanie 
Hampton. 

Best Screenplay went to senior English major 
Stephanie Curreri with “Central Ave.” Senior digital 
media major Kelsey Edwards took home Best Student 
Film with “Endless Reverie.”

Following the jam-packed days, Lucia reflected on 
the hard work the faculty, staff  and students achieved. 

“As always, student and faculty presentations 
created a vibrant and enlightening atmosphere 
of  collaborative learning and exchange of  ideas 
— something especially true also of  our featured 
speakers, Dr. Art Simon and our own Dr. Jerry Rife,” 
she said. 

An interactive #MeToo display stands in the academic quad on Wednesday, Feb. 28. The display, which began as a blank canvas, 
encouraged students to share their stories and messages in a safe space, all while fighting sexual assault and harassment.
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Students stand in solidarity with #MeToo display
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From canvas to stage: “Light and Motion” performance brings art to life
By Samantha Brandbergh and Gianluca D’Elia

SOUNDS of  African drums and chirping crickets echoed through the Bart Luedeke Center Theater during the Rider 
Dances performance of  “Light and Motion” on March 3.

 The showcase featured six dances, each inspired by and related to paintings. The art was selected by Todd 
Loyd, the lighting director, and the choreographers were then met with the task of  creating a dance related to 

the pieces. 
“Light and Motion” took a more abstract approach to dance by dividing the pieces into parts, each exhibiting 

different emotions and meanings. Visuals also served as a large component of  the performance, with the paintings 
themselves or real-time footage of  the performances projected behind the dancers. 

“It was a really enjoyable modern dance show,” said freshman dance performance major Cara Buchanan. “As 
a freshman, I’ve never done anything like it before coming to Rider, but I was so pleased with the 
outcome, and I feel like I grew a lot.”

The show began with the dance “Ascending (With Clothes On),” choreographed by Kim 
Vaccaro, professor of  dance. The piece was inspired by the painting “Nude Descending A 
Staircase, No. 2” by Marcel Duchamp. 

The painting, according to Vaccaro, was Duchamp’s 
reaction to one of  the first movies made in the late 
1880s. Accompanied by the futuristic music composed 
by sophomore popular music studies major Mia Reiser, 
the piece incorporated swift, sharp movements and tap. The 
dancers also utilized a large staircase on the right side of  the stage, 
which had an important symbolic meaning. 

“I reacted to [Duchamp’s] piece by bringing the angles and colors to life, 
and relating it to our current ascension of  women as we are seeing in the #MeToo 
movement, the striking teachers in West Virginia, and waves of  women entering politics,” Vaccaro said. 
“The dancers were women in the future — strong, elegant, confident, in control of  their own bodies and 
supportive of  each other.” 

These ideas were emulated in the piece; as a dancer leaned or thrusted themselves backward, 
another dancer was always there to catch them and bring them back to their feet.  

Female empowerment was a consistent theme in “Light and Motion,” and the piece “Bill’s 
Song,” choreographed by Professor of  Dance History Christine Colosimo, exemplified that 
with the help of  white sheets. 

The dance was inspired by the painting “Christina’s World” by Andrew Wyeth 
and incorporated nature sounds — crickets, cicadas and wind — modern 
music by Billy Joel and Styx, and visuals produced by sophomore 
environmental science major Kristen Castronuovo. 

“What is most interesting to me about the painting is that you never see 

her face,” Colosimo said. “The mystery of  who this woman is and what she is doing in the middle of  a field was the 
start of  my choreographic ideas. After doing some basic research, I found out that she was a real woman who could 
not walk and had no use of  the lower part of  her body.”

As the nature sounds played, three large, square white sheets hung in front of  lights on the stage. Three dancers 
laid in front of  the sheets and only used their upper bodies, similar to the woman in the painting, while three other 
women danced behind them, creating shadows. These shadows, according to Colosimo, represented the “desires” of  
Christina, including the desire to have functional legs, but also “universal things we all want, like happiness, health, 
love.” 

The piece transitioned into the solo performance by senior dance performance major Courtney Booker, who ran, 
spun and leapt across the stage, sometimes holding a white sheet above her head. This represented the fluidity of  

movement and the feeling of  wind, something Wyeth always aimed to capture in his work. 
“Most people take it for granted that you could run into a field and feel the joy of  running fast, with the 

wind in your hair, but not Christina,” Colosimo said. “Thus, the dance took on the idea of  wanting something 
you can’t have: the unattainable.” 

While the third section of  the dance resembled death or “returning home,” according to Colosimo, the final 
portion brought on a more joyous feeling. Each dancer took turns running, jumping into mid-air splits and 

leaping from one side of  the stage to the other, taking full advantage of  their working legs. 
Set to “Come Sail Away” by Styx, this section of  the piece resembled the afterlife. Bright, crisp colors 

engulfed the stage as white sheets flowed, radiating angelic and spiritual themes. 
“The process of  letting go or dying can seem scary, but I think in the end, the angels come and we all ‘sail 

away’ to paradise,” Colosimo said.
The next dance, “Curtains of  Semblance,” emulated “La Victoire” by René Magritte, 1939. The painting 

depicts a door blended into a landscape of  a beach, an ocean and a blue sky.
Magritte, the artist, once said, “We are surrounded by curtains. We only perceive the world behind a 

curtain of  semblance. At the same time, an object needs to be covered in order to be recognized at all.” The 
dance, set to music from contemporary composer Max Richter’s recomposition of  Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons,” 
attempted to take down the “curtains” — or in this case, the door — between two different worlds. 

Choreographer Jennifer Gladney said that when she introduced the piece, she told the dancers to think, 
“What if  the one door is the life you’re living now and the other is the life you wish you had, even if  you 

love this life? And what if  those lives could cross paths and exist together in some perfect fantasy 
land?” 

The sound of  frantically teetering violins built a sense of  tension as dancers Christine DiBrita 
and Melissa Rasimowicz led the ensemble. The dancers, dressed in bright blue and turquoise, 

slipped in and out of  two doors on the stage. 
One of  the most unique parts of  the show was the final number, “Arrival,” 
inspired by a painting titled “The Slave Ship.” In a vibrant celebration of  
African culture with bright red, yellow and purple lighting throughout, 

Brazilian-American drummer Robson Alves led the group of  female dancers. With Alves’ drum beats and chants as 
a guide, they paraded down the aisles of  the theater, imitating the motion of  rowing a ship. One of  the highlights of  
this segment was when senior dance major Amira Davis showed off  some freestyle moves. 

Senior dance major Julia Weiss said “Light and Motion” was the perfect ending to her four years of  performing. 
“Overall, my experience at the Rider Dances ‘Light and Motion’ show was amazing,” she said. “I will miss all of  

the people I have met along the way that have become like a family to me.” 
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Rider graduate and professor presents art inspired by her urban surroundings
By Danielle Marcus

IMAGES of  silos, engines and architecture in 
Trenton line the Rider Art Gallery walls in the 
Suzanne Dinger exhibit, “Outside/Inside,” 
displayed until April 15.
Students, faculty and community members 

came to explore the different paintings by 
Dinger on March 1 during the gallery’s opening 
reception. 

Junior history major Laura Petrangeli 
expressed her interest in the paintings, saying, “I 
really like how all of  the paintings are industrial-
themed; I think it’s unique.”

Dinger completed her undergraduate work at 
the University of  Iowa and later, as a wife and 
mother of  two, enrolled in Rider’s College of  
Continuing Studies, receiving her Bachelor of  
Arts in 2003. 

She said she was attracted to art since she 
was a child because of  her family. 

“For as long as I can remember, I was 
encouraged to draw and color and make things 
by my mother,” Dinger said in the exhibit’s 
catalogue. “I displayed a keen interest in art 
activities and was drawing all the time.”

Many great artists inspired Dinger, including 
Lois Dodd, Hope Gangloff, Josephine 
Halvorson, Peter Van Dyke and Edward 
Hopper. But her skill seems to be a family trait, 
passed down from her mother, who learned 
from Dinger’s great-grandmother, who studied 
under Grant Wood, the renowned artist who 
painted American Gothic.

Harry Naar, gallery director and professor of  
fine arts, taught Dinger’s first painting class at 
Rider. 

“That class with Naar, with his more classical 

and traditional approach to image-making, 
opened up a whole new world to me; it was like 
a breath of  fresh air,” Dinger said. 

Dinger went on to get her master’s at the 
Pennsylvania Academy of  Fine Art. 

Her artwork mainly depicts industrial and 
urban environments, showing outside and inside 
interiors. 

She used to work at a sign shop in Trenton, 
where she became intrigued by the empty 
buildings and began to paint them.

Although she started with sculpture and 
ceramics, Dinger developed a deep interest in 
painting from observation. She’s inspired by 
painting on location, absorbing sights, sounds 
and smells while bringing the scenes to canvas. 

This connection to life can be seen in her 
work. Stationary objects such as abandoned 
buildings, ancient trains and parked motorcycles 
seem to have the will for motion.

To capture the implied action, Dinger avoids 
working from photographs, which she said lack 
the life of  the environment. Instead, she places 
a sheet of  Plexiglas in front of  the scene and 
captures the initial feel with dry-erase markers. 
In this way, she becomes a human camera and 
then transposes the image to canvas.

Dinger uses an array of  colors to paint the 
different abandoned buildings or landscapes in 
Trenton, her work splashed with blues, oranges 
and the occasional yellow. 

Although she is a painter, she also teaches 
studio art and art history.

During the reception, some of  her students 
came out to see her paintings. 

“I like all the pieces,” said senior psychology 
major Jelissa Cedeno. “I also like how colorful 

they are and how textured they are.” 
Wanting to pass her knowledge on to a new 

generation of  students, Dinger has returned to 
Rider as an adjunct professor. 

“Teaching at Rider has been a wonderful 
experience of  getting to share what I am truly 
passionate and excited about with students,” she 
said. 

Rider Dances students perform in “Light and Motion,” a dance showcase inspired by paintings which took place on March 3 and 4. The piece 
above, entitled “Curtains of Semblance,” related to the painting by René Magritte called “La Victoire.”

Paintings by Suzanne Dinger hang in the Rider Art Gallery as part of the exhibit “Outside/Inside.” The paintings are inspired by locations in the greater Trenton area. An artist’s talk will be held on March 8 from 
5 to 7 p.m. and the gallery will be open Tuesdays to Thursdays and Sundays until April 15. 
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Opinion
F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Tuition plus grad 
fees? No, thank you
WHILE looking at colleges, we 

tend to look mainly at the 
sticker price on each school 
and decide from there 

what institutions are financially best 
for our families. What schools don’t 
make apparent are the extra fees that 
are attached to tuition, which can 
then increase our college spending by 
thousands. 

To apply to graduate at Rider, 
you follow a simple five-minute 
completion process and then are 
asked to pay $85 to submit the 
form to the school. Why does every 
student need to pay an extravagant 
fee in order to commemorate all of  
the hard work and dedication that 
has gone into the past four years of  
our lives?

According to university 
spokeswoman Kristine Brown, the 
additional charge will offset the 
cost of  the graduation application 
processing, academic attire and 
diploma processing.

When asked how he felt about the 
additional charge, senior accounting 
major Joe Gant said, “I already pay 
almost $200,000 [over four years] 
to go here and they really want an 
extra $85?” 

Rider’s application fee to get into 
the university is $50. The fact that 
we pay less to get into the school 
than to leave is quite puzzling. 

I am sure there are plenty of  
Rider students that are scrounging 
up money to pay for monthly 
groceries and textbooks each 
semester, never mind this extra 
charge. This is something that Rider 
should consider changing in the 
future. 

Brown said that Rider has been 
discussing the idea of  a graduation 
fee for years now because many 
other universities charge a fee, plus 
the cap and gown payment. She 
said Rider has worked to keep this 
fee as low as possible. Students must 
pay it even if  they choose not to 
participate in the ceremony. 

The charge was just introduced 
to this year’s graduating class and 
has nothing to do with moving the 
ceremony’s location into Trenton, 
according to a Rider News article 
from Feb. 7.  

Senior behavioral neuroscience 
major Melissa Rasimowicz said she 
would understand a small fee, but 
$85 is too much. She believes that 
we pay the high tuition to have the 
privilege of  attending Rider for 
a great education, and receiving 
this extra fee is silly and almost 
exploitative.   

Full-time students, who take 12 
to 18 credits each semester, pay up 
to $40,570 annually. There are also 
per-semester student charges, which 
include a $145 student activities 
fee and $225 technology payments. 
Students who attend Rider pay too 
much to have graduation fees tagged 
onto our final bill. 

Rider does not have the most 
expensive graduation fee in New 
Jersey. Stockton students pay $165 to 

submit their graduation applications, 
and forms sent in after the deadline 
are $225. Kean requires students to 
pay $100. 

According to U.S. News, experts 
say that colleges can charge an extra 
$2,000 to $3,000 a year in additional 
fees, which include commencement.

Meanwhile, students at Seton 
Hall and Marist simply sign a paper 
and submit their applications with 
no fee attached. 

In addition to the 
commencement application fee, 
student athletes were also asked to 
pay for their regalia to wear over 
their graduation attire. 

Senior public relations major 
Montana Morris said, “I don’t 
understand it. What was our last 
four years of  tuition going toward? 
As an athlete, there’s a lot of  hard 
work, time and community activities 
we do,” she said, referring her time 
on the tennis team.“I feel that the 
$33 sash that we wear at graduation 
should be covered by the athletic 
department to show their pride and 
support in us having represented 
Rider Athletics.” 

Many soon-to-be alumni are 
involved in different honor societies 
and Greek affiliations, which are 
additional costs to wear the well-
deserved cords and regalia at 
graduation. 

A Rider News poll revealed that 
of  40 voters, 33 said that they are 
upset about the commencement fee.

Students at Rider pay enough in 
tuition and room and board, and 
many will already be swarming in 
student debt after graduation. The 
extra charge is unnecessary.

@theridernews

@theridernewsfacebook.com/theridernews
www.theridernews.com

ridernewsopinion@rider.edu

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the editor 
from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone number 

and email address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals or groups are 
unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters to the editor for length, clarity, accuracy, grammar 

and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is encouraged. All decisions 
are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any letter. Send to The Rider News via 
email at ridernewsopinion@rider.edu. Letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding 

publication. Any tips or suggestions can be sent to ridernews@rider.edu.
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The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 

This week’s editorial was written by the 
opinion editor, Hayley Fahey.

LIFE in the workplace is unfair. 
Although favoritism is the 

broadest term, by definition it 
sums up the more narrow concepts 

of  nepotism and cronyism. Nepotism 
is the practice among those in power 
favoring relatives or friends, especially 
within the workplace, while cronyism 
refers to partiality toward friends and 
associates.

 Similar to the old saying, “It’s not 
what you know, but who you know,” 
personal relationships can undeniably  
advance you to the next level, at 
least get your foot in the door. Is it 
ethical using “who you know” to your 
economic benefit? According to the 
Greek philosopher Aristotle, “Equals 

should be treated equally and unequals 
unequally.” 

Fairness is one of  the most basic 
themes of  ethics.

 I think the question should be: Is 
hiring someone not deserving of  merit 
unethical? A person cannot help who 
they know, and if  that particular person 
of  influence can help you get to where 
you need and want to be in your life, 
why not use that to your advantage? 
The situation gets blurry when the 
applicant is obviously not as skilled as a 
counterpart. 

Government Executive Magazine 
found in a 2002 
survey from the 
federal government’s 

FRESHMAN FINDINGS

Utilizing your 
connections wisely

ridernews@rider.edu

➠
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Opinion

Skills plus 
connections 
may benefit 
careers TEACHERS are supposed to be our 

role models, our parents away from 
home and, of  course, our educators. 
They were never supposed to be 

our bulletproof  vests. 
Nowhere in their job description does 

it say they’ll have to protect a classroom 
of  20 from gunfire. But at some point 
over the last few years, this has become 
an unwritten requirement. 

Where have we gone wrong as a 
society? 

After our nation’s most recent mass 
shooting (and undoubtedly there are 
more to come), President Donald 
Trump introduced the idea that teachers 
should be trained to carry guns in their 
classrooms.

This came after the Feb. 14 massacre 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida, where 17 
people were killed and another 14 were 
injured.

Not only do I think this training is 
a terrible idea, I also think this would 
cause many more problems. 

Add it to the list of  Trump ideas and 
rhetoric that is gradually making the 
U.S. the laughingstock of  the Western 
world. 

In an Oct. 11 Rider News editorial, 
I wrote that our nation’s mass-shooting 
crisis was mostly a mental health issue. 
I still feel that way. Stricter gun laws 
haven’t been passed yet for a reason; it 
hasn’t been for lack of  trying. There is a 
huge portion of  Americans who want to 
exercise their Second Amendment rights, 
and they’re entitled to it. 

We have to work with what we have, 
and that leaves us with the responsibility 
of  finding where eventual shooters 
became evil and then looking for similar 
signals in others.

Let’s put the bulk of  this responsibility 
on the ones who have direct control over 
the future of  America instead of  giving 
teachers the ability to pull a trigger. 

The federal government should set 
aside massive amounts of  money to 
give teachers the resources they need to 
identify and deal with kids with mental 
health issues. 

If  a student decides to bring a 

semi-automatic weapon to school and 
kill his or her classmates, this is obviously 
the result of  a lot of  issues building up 
inside. There has to be signs. 

Let’s look at Nikolas Cruz, the 
19-year-old responsible for the Parkland 
shooting. In reports, neighbors and 
acquaintances described him as a 
violent, gloomy young man. He bounced 
around from school to school during his 
adolescent years. 

Yet at no point could someone get 
through to him. The obvious signs were 
there; he even wrote on social media, “I 
want to shoot up a school” and posted 
pictures of  guns and knives on his 
Instagram account.  

Simply put, none of  his teachers 
had the proper expertise to give Cruz 
the help he needed. Another avoidable 
instance led to more innocent people 
being killed in a place that should have 
been considered safe. 

If  any of  the Parkland high school 
teachers were carrying guns, no good 
would have come from it. Most of  the 
shooting was done in the hallways of  
the school’s Building 12, anyway. If  a 
teacher would have run out and started 
firing, there’s a really good chance more 
fatalities would have occured. 

Not to mention, one of  the lone 
positives that came out of  this was 
that Cruz wasn’t killed. Mass shooters 
typically take their own lives if  they 
aren’t gunned down by authorities. At 
least we have Cruz in custody, so we can 
try to piece together what was going 
through his mind and what led him 
down this unspeakable path. 

You can give a teacher all the training 
in the world to properly use a firearm, 

but can you really prepare anyone for 
the chaos of  an actual emergency? In 
the moment, a teacher would have to 
react very quickly and a lot of  things 
could go wrong that would prevent them 
from using the weapon effectively. 

As a student, I simply would not feel 
safe knowing my teacher had a deadly 
weapon locked away somewhere. What 
if  the wrong person got their hands on 
it? What if  the gun accidentally went 
off ? 

How about the possibility that your 
teacher could be the bad guy? We live in 
a society now where no act of  violence 
is out of  the question. Is it really that 
far-fetched that a crazed person could 
go through the process of  becoming a 
teacher, pass all the proper background 
checks, receive his or her mandatory 
gun training and then, after waiting for 
the right moment, wipe out an entire 
classroom or school? 

If  this idea became a reality, we’d 
only be waiting for our next disastrous 
headline and our next CNN phone 
notification that says a certain number 
of  people were killed at a certain 
school in what is now the largest school 
shooting in U.S. history. I don’t know 
about you, but Sandy Hook and Virginia 
Tech were bad enough for me. 

So let’s allow Trump to have his fun 
and let him pretend to sound important 
while he lays out all these absurd plans 
like letting teachers have guns. But in the 
meantime, let’s come together to figure 
out a way to really put an end to this 
crisis. 

— Brandon Scalea
Executive editor of  The Rider News

CONT’D FROM PAGE 10

G R E E N  CO R N E R

Think about giving up more than just chocolate
LENT is a Christian observance that lasts 40 days 

between Ash Wednesday and Holy Saturday. It 
is a time of  repentance, fasting and preparation 
for the arrival of  Easter, and is seen as a time for 

self-reflection. Christians focus on their relationship 
with God, often choosing to give up something or to 
volunteer their time to others. While not all Christians 
celebrate this time, those who do should think more 
deeply about what to sacrifice during these 40 days.  

Even though Lent is a religious season, it has 
some very secular impacts and one of  them is on 
the environment. During Lent, luxury habits like 
consuming meat, smoking and drinking alcohol are 
commonly given up by observers. Diverging from the 
past, this year the Church of  England added plastics 
to the list of  things to avoid. Specifically, the goal of  
the “Lent Plastic Challenge” is to avoid the material 
in consumer products and packaging. This supports 
the rhetoric of  the pope: to put the environment first 
and combat climate change. 

When asking Rider students what they thought 
of  these new changes, junior environmental 

science major Loreena Avery said, “It’s great to 
see these types of  things happening in something 
as widespread as religion. I mean why not give up 
plastic? It’s harming our earth so we are obligated to 
keep it safe as stewards of  the earth.” 

Similar to the focus on reduction in the use of  
plastics, there can be something said about observers 
who give up meat every Friday during the 40-day 
period. According to National Public Radio, the 
average amount of  water used to process each 
pound of  meat is 2,500 gallons. A collective effort 
to avoid eating it would save a staggering 36 million 
gallons of  water. According to the United States 
Department of  Agriculture, the average adult who 
consumes meat eats about 0.36 pounds per day. Take 
one person and multiply those 0.36 pounds by these 
seven Fridays of  Lent — 2.52 pounds are reduced in 
consumption by just one person taking this action. If  
1,000 people cut out meat for Lent, consumption of  
over 2,520 pounds of  it would be reduced. 

Rider has a commitment to reduce and recycle 
plastics, and it falls in line with the globally observed 

Earth Day on April 22. According to Earth Day 
Network, the theme of  this year is “end plastic 
pollution,” which coincides with the important 
message of  the Lent Plastic Challenge. Combining 
the efforts of  all Lent observers who decide to skip 
the plastic this year effectively assures that massive 
amounts of  this material will be kept from pollution 
and landfills. On April 19, Rider Eco Reps will be 
hosting an Earth Day event from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on the Campus Mall, as well as many more events 
during Earth Month.

When informed about Rider’s initiative and 
the actions during Lent, sophomore biology major 
Alexis Windecker said, “Even though I am not super 
religious, I think that this is fantastic because it helps 
spread environmental awareness to Christians and 
non-Christians alike, and helps us look at the core 
issues that need addressing to reduce our impact on 
our environment.”

 
— Rahul Meta

Lawrenceville Eco Rep

SENIOR SENTIMENTS

Let’s keep guns out of schools 

Office of  Personnel Management 
that only 36 percent of  federal 
employees thought promotions 
in their work units were based on 
merit. Just over one-third of  the 
staff  believed that promotions 
were not based on merit, meaning 
the individuals advancing to the 
next level did not possess the 
skills to do so but, instead, held 
the network advantage. However, 
one can easily disguise nepotism 
as networking, which is highly 
recommended in the work field. 
Especially in college, who you 
know can definitely be a step up 
in advancing your career. 

Even when applying to 
colleges, they want to know your 
legacy status; do you have any 
family members that attended 
this particular university? If  
that answer is yes, there are 
typically rewards in the form of  a 
scholarship. 

Networking, the system of  
connecting through socializing 
for a professional or personal 
gain, can be misconstrued as 
nepotism. The difference lies 
between applying for the job and 
having the job. If  an employee is 
advancing within the workplace 
because of  the relationship with 
the person of  power, regardless of  
performance, then it is unethical, 
but in regard to a family member 
helping a relative obtain a job, 
that is simply networking. 

Employers have the 
responsibility to not just limit 
their applicants based on who 
they know but also based on 
ability and skill, giving each 
candidate an equal opportunity to 
earn the position. 

— Quran Hansford
Freshman journalism major
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COMMENCEMENT 3
Win 107.7 The Bronc’s

In This Car Your Diploma Rides Shotgun!
Drive Home From Commencement In A 2018 Camry LE!

Enter March 5 - May 6 at 1077TheBronc.com

CAMPUSTOWNTCNJ.NET

ATTENDING GRAD SCHOOL?

GRADUATE ASSISTANT
Come be a

FOR THE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR!

GAIN SKILLS IN:
• Managing a Staff
• Running Meetings

• Customer Service
• Overseeing Training

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE Now

COMPENSATION:
• A stipend of $10,000 per year
• Tuition Remission of $5500 per academic year
• Furnished 1 Bedroom apartment

.
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SUMMER
SESSIONS

GET AHEAD. CATCH UP.

SADDLE UP 

Enroll in Summer Sessions to:

• Complete classes in half the time with courses offered 

in 6-week and 3-week formats.

• Save money by completing classes at almost half the 

tuition — undergraduate summer tuition is only $650 

per credit. Enroll in 4 courses for the price of 3.

• Catch up or get ahead to graduate in four years  

or less!

• Improve your GPA. Maintain your scholarship.

• Choose from hundreds of courses in humanities,  

social sciences, sciences and business. Courses 

offered online and on-campus.

• Earn credit while studying abroad or with domestic 

travel experiences led by Rider faculty.

• Participate in many fun activities: trips to Philadelphia 

and/or New York City, movie nights, barbeques, and 

many others! 

REGISTER TODAY!

Race through 

your required 

courses this 

summer.

SUMMER SESSION I 

begins on May 14

SUMMER SESSION II

begins on July 2

www.rider.edu/summer 
summer@rider.edu • 609-896-5033
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W R E S T L I N G

Unfinished business for Walsh in NCAAs
By Mike Ricchione

GRADUATE student Chad Walsh and junior 
Dean Sherry finished on top of  their weight 
classes at the Eastern Wrestling League (EWL) 
Championships on March 3, despite an overall 

lackluster performance by the team.
After clinching a share of  the EWL dual 

championship with Edinboro, the Broncs were favored 
to win the 2018 EWL Tournament.

Rider came into the tournament with eight 
wrestlers seeded in the top three, including freshman 
Ethan Laird earning the No. 1 seed at 197 pounds.

“Having eight of  our guys pre-seeded amongst the 
top three in the EWL demonstrates the team balance 
we’ve shown all year,” Head Coach John Hangey said.

The Broncs finished the tournament with two first-
place finishes by back-to-back All-American Walsh at 
165 and Sherry at 174. 

Those wins by Walsh and Sherry qualified each of  
them for the NCAA Championships.

Walsh’s path to his third EWL title began in the 
semifinals when he earned an 11-2 major decision 
over Fritz Hoehn of  Edinboro.

With that victory, Walsh, ranked No. 6 in his weight 
class nationally, only had one obstacle in his way of  
the title, and it was a big one.

Walsh needed to face the only opponent he had lost 
to this season, Chance Marsteller of  Lock Haven.

 On Jan. 27, Marsteller won via an 8-4 decision 
over Walsh during a dual meet.

At the end of  one period on March 3, it was 

deadlocked at zero. Marsteller chose bottom to start 
the second period.

Marsteller managed an escape, however, Walsh 
came away with 1:11 of  riding time before that.

Walsh took bottom in the third and won 2-1 to 
clinch the title.

Sherry’s path to the finals started with a 12-4 major 
decision over Gabe Stark of  Cleveland State.

His semi-final matchup was against Dom Rigous of  
Clarion, and he came out with an 11-4 decision.

In the final, it would be Sherry against Ty 
Schoffstall of  Edinboro. 

Sherry came away with a 5-4 lead at the end of  the 
first.

Schoffstall chose bottom to start the second period. 
At the end of  the period, Sherry had a 9-7 lead. 

Sherry finished with a 16-12 decision for the title.
“Chad and Dean both wrestled great tournaments 

today,” Hangey said after the tournament. “Chad 
avenged an early-season loss and won his third EWL 
Championship. Dean was very aggressive today, and it 
really paid off  for the team.”

Senior JR Wert and Laird both made it to the finals 
of  their weight classes at 125 and 197, respectively, but 
came up short.

Junior Anthony Cefelo, sophomore Gary Dinmore 
and senior All-American BJ Clagon finished third at 
133, 149 and 157, respectively.

Graduate student Mauro Correnti finished fourth 
at 285, and senior Tyson Dippery took fifth at 141.

Rider finished second in the team rankings with a 

score of  72.5 points, nine behind first-place Edinboro.
“We came into the tournament today with higher 

expectations both as a team and individuals, but this is 
a tough conference with good kids and good teams,” 
Hangey said.

Rider is sending three wrestlers to the NCAA 
Championship, with Walsh and Sherry winning their 
weight classes and Wert receiving an at-large bid.

In 2016, Walsh was one match away from wrestling 
for a national title as a sophomore. 

The NCAA Championships will take place from 
March 15 to 17 at Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland.

B A S E B A L L 

Baseball team in an early-season slump
By Ryan Connelly 

THIS season has been a strikeout so far for the 
baseball team, which has lost seven of  its first 11 
games. Currently, Rider is on a four-game losing 
streak, after being swept by Miami University 

(Ohio) and a loss to Lafayette. The Broncs’ last win was 
against Delaware State on Feb. 26. 

March 2 was the start of  the three-game series 
between Rider and Miami. 

In the first game, Miami defeated Rider, 5-1. 
Starting on the mound was freshman Joe Papeo. He 
had a rough start, allowing two runs in the first two 
innings. Papeo was pulled with one out left in the 
bottom of  the sixth, after allowing another run. 

Relieving him was junior Anthony Arneth, who 
got the last out in the sixth, but let up two more runs 
in the bottom of  the seventh. The Broncs showed 
life when senior outfielder Harrison McClure had a 
base hit, bringing home senior infielder Jake Bender. 
After the RedHawks had a scoreless eighth inning, 
they still had a 5-1 advantage over the Broncs. Rider’s 
bats were not hot enough to do anything in the ninth, 
losing the first game against Miami. 

The second game was played on March 3. The 
Broncs fell 2-1. Sophomore pitcher Peter Soporowski 
started for the Rider. Soporowski had a good outing, 
only allowing three hits and striking out five in seven 
innings. He was named MAAC Pitcher of  the Week 
on March 6.

“Pete competed at a high level this past weekend, 
matching his opponents skill and ability,” said Head 
Coach Barry Davis. “He was sharp from the start, 
pitching a tremendous ballgame and giving our team 
a chance to win.”

In the top of  the ninth, senior outfielder Dallas 
Clark singled up the middle bringing home junior 
catcher Brennan McAllister, giving Rider the lead, 
1-0. However, in the bottom of  the ninth, Miami’s 
Hayden Senger doubled to right center, bringing in 
Dallas Hall and Cristian Tejada for a walk-off  win 
against Rider. 

Sophomore pitcher Jordan Silverman ended the 
game, allowing two runs and four hits. Sophomore 
outfielder Joe Simone was a key player, going 2-for-4 
at the plate. 

After already winning the series, Miami did not 
hold back. They shut Rider out, 6-0. The RedHawks 
almost scored all of  their runs in the bottom of  the 
fourth. Junior pitcher Zach Gakeler started for Broncs 
and was doing well up until the fourth. 

Through three innings Gakeler didn’t allow a run, 
but in the bottom of  the fourth, it went downhill. 
Gakeler was pulled with one out left and ended the 
game having allowed five hits, five runs and walked 
three. 

Junior pitcher CJ Hirschy pitched three full innings  
and allowed no runs, three hits with one strikeout. 

Miami scored a run in the bottom of  the eighth to 
make it 6-0. In the top of  the ninth, the RedHawks 
ended the game on a double play securing the sweep 
against the Broncs.  

“As a team there is always something we are going 
to need to improve on,” said Simone. “As of  right now, 
we need to focus more on the little things that coach 
teaches us..”

Rider looks to break out of  its slump against Navy 
the weekend of  March 9. The Broncs’ first home 
game of  the season is on March 21 against Rutgers. 

Junior Dean Sherry qualified for the NCAA Championships at 174.
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W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Women advance to semis, lose to champ
By Rob Rose

FOR the second consecutive season, the women’s 
basketball team was eliminated in the MAAC 
Tournament by top-seeded Quinnipiac. The 
Bobcats defeated the Broncs in the semifinals on 

March 4, 82-62, and in the 2017 title game. 
Rider came out of  the gates on fire, opening on 

a 9-0 run. The Broncs hit their first three shots and 
forced an early timeout by the defending-champion 
Bobcats. 

“We wanted to make sure everyone knew that we 
were here to play to start the game,” said Head Coach 
Lynn Milligan. “Our kids are always ready to go, and 
they were in attack mode early on.”

Quinnipiac, which went 18-0 in MAAC play, 
quickly answered with a run of  its own, closing the 
first quarter on a 14-0 spurt. Rider failed to score in 
the final 6:16 of  the quarter, and after 10 minutes, the 
Bobcats led 16-12. 

The Quinnipiac run lengthened to 21-0 in the 
second quarter, connecting on seven of  its first eight 
attempts from the field. The Bobcats’ advantage 
ballooned to 14 points in the second quarter before a 
layup from sophomore guard Stella Johnson cut into 
the lead. 

Johnson and junior guard Lexi Posset were two 
bright spots for the Broncs, scoring 42 of  the team’s 
62 points throughout the game. Posset stuffed the stat 
sheet, pulling down eight rebounds and dishing out six 
assists. 

Heading into the locker room, the Bobcats held a 
37-27 advantage after a late run by the Broncs. 

Throughout the second half, Rider battled to 
cut into the Quinnipiac double-digit lead, but the 
Bobcats answered every time. While shooting over 50 
percent in the third quarter, Quinnipiac increased its 
advantage to 16. 

Senior guard Kamila Hoskova posted 12 points, 
five rebounds and hit twice from beyond the arc in her 
final game as a Bronc. Hoskova was named to the All-
MAAC Second Team prior to the tournament. 

“Kamila came in four years ago and has just 
developed her game the way you’re supposed to,” said 
Milligan. “She worked hard every day for four years, 
and she was the heart and soul of  our team.”

The final quarter followed suit as the Bobcats 
pushed their lead to 20, finally securing the victory. 

“I thought today was a solid effort by us,” said 
Milligan. “We fought for 40 minutes, we played hard 
and represented Rider and our uniform extremely 
well. Quinnipiac was better than us today. We need to 
use that to process our season and look to the future.”

Quinnipiac repeated as MAAC Champions, 
defeating Marist in the title game.

In the quarterfinal round, the Broncs upset 
fourth-seeded Fairfield behind a game-high 26 points 
from Johnson. Johnson came to play, grabbing eight 
rebounds, two steals and two assists. 

The first half  of  the game was back-and-forth, and 
Rider led 26-25 as the teams headed into the locker 
room. 

Johnson scored 14 points in the third quarter, 
including 10 straight, as the Broncs matched their 
first-half  total of  26 points. After three quarters, Rider 
led 52-39. 

“We talk a lot about starting the game and the 
second half  strong,” said Milligan. “A lot of  our game 
is geared off  of  our defensive intensity. I thought we 
came out of  the locker room and really turned up our 
defensive pressure.”

The Broncs struggled to score, shooting only 2-for-
12 from the field in the fourth quarter but maintained 
their lead by shooting 15-for-17 from the free-throw 
line. The Stags closed the gap but the Broncs held on, 
winning 71-64. 

After a run to the semifinals this season, Rider 
is poised to make noise in next year’s tournament 
with most of  its team returning. Hoskova and center 
Asyana’e Muwwakkil were the only two seniors on the 
team during the 2017-18 campaign. 

“We have the same team minus [Hoskova] and 
we’re going to miss her a lot but we have Posset, 
[junior guard Lexi] Stover and [sophomore forward 
Tracey] Chapman, so we’re good,” said Johnson. 

Senior guard Kamila Hoskova was named to the All-MAAC Second Team after averaging 14.6 ppg and 5.9 rebounds per game this season.
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M E N S’ B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs sent home early yet again

By Rob Rose

THE top-seeded men’s basketball team was upset 
in the quarterfinals of  the MAAC Tournament, 
losing to St. Peter’s, 66-55. The Peacocks were 
the first No. 9 seed to advance to the semifinals in 

conference history. 
In the first two meetings between the teams, Rider 

won both, but by a slim total of  seven points. There 
is a cliché in sports that says it’s tough to beat a team 
three times in a season, and that proved to be the case 
in this battle. 

St. Peter’s, which defeated eighth-seeded 
Monmouth in the first round, opened the game strong, 
scoring seven of  the first eight points as the Broncs 
tried to shake the rust off  after five days of  rest. 

Sophomore guard Stevie Jordan jump-started the 
Rider offense with a contested three-pointer and layup 
in traffic. A 7-0 run by the Broncs forced a timeout 
from the Peacocks with 4:59 left in the first half  and 
with Rider leading, 23-16. 

Moments later, Jordan picked up his second foul 
and was forced to sit the remainder of  the half. St. 
Peter’s responded after a Rider layup with a 10-0 spurt 
to take a 27-25 lead into the locker room, for halftime. 

“When Stevie picked up that second foul, it 
changed the complexion of  the game,” said Head 
Coach Kevin Baggett. “We had an eight-point lead. I 
never felt like we played well together as a team today. 
Give them credit, because no one was trying to do it 
selfishly, but we just had too many guys trying to win 
the game for us instead of  playing as a team like we 
normally do.”

The Peacocks continued their hot shooting 
immediately in the second, increasing their lead to 
33-26. 

The Broncs struggled to connect from the field 
from the final five minutes of  the first through the 
early minutes of  the second half. Following Rider’s 
25-17 lead with 3:42 left in the first half, St. Peter’s 
went on a 21-3 run during the next 7:53 of  the game, 

giving them a 38-28 advantage. 
Rider continually turned the ball over throughout 

the game and was unable to connect from the free-
throw line. The Broncs had 15 turnovers, shot 63 
percent (22-for-35) from the foul line and 31 percent 
from the field. 

“We got out of  character and everybody was going 
one-on-one, I couldn’t get these guys to buy into that 
part of  it,” said Baggett. “We just didn’t play well.”

The Broncs fought to the end, trimming the 
Peacocks’ lead to nine twice in the second half, but 
they never really threatened to tie or regain the lead 
after halftime. St. Peter’s held on and secured the 
66-55 victory and a trip to the conference semifinals. 

The Peacocks were the first No. 9 seed to beat the 
No. 1 seed in the conference tournament. The team 
was ultimately eliminated by Iona.

Iona won the MAAC Tournament for the 
third consecutive season, defeating sixth-seeded 
Fairfield. The Gaels have appeared in the last six 
championships in a row, winning four. 

“We knew exactly what we had to do to win this 
game,” said Jordan. “We just didn’t execute and play 
the way we usually do.”

The loss crushed the Broncs’ hopes of  reaching the 
NCAA Tournament, something the team hasn’t done 
since 1994. 

The morning of  the game, the MAAC annual 
awards show was held, and two Broncs received 
postseason awards. 

Baggett earned his second MAAC Coach of  the 
Year award after leading the young team to a 22-8 
record and a share of  the regular-season title. 

However, in his six seasons as head coach, Baggett 
has failed to lead Rider past the quarterfinals of  the 
MAAC Tournament, with an 0-6 record. Twice, his 
teams entered as the No. 2 seed and once, this season, 
as the top seed. 

Freshman forward Frederick Scott received the 
MAAC Sixth Player of  the Year award for the premier 

player off  the bench. Scott averaged 13 ppg and tied 
for the team lead in rebounds per game with 6.6. 

After finishing as the conference’s regular-season 
champions, Rider earned an automatic bid to the 
National Invitation Tournament (NIT). The Broncs 
have only played in the NIT once before, in 1998. 

“As much as we’re disappointed, its still an 
opportunity for us to prolong the season and get 
the bad taste out of  our mouth after losing in the 
quarterfinals,” said Baggett. “Our guys are excited. 
We’re in a good place.”

The first round of  the NIT is scheduled to begin 
on March 13. The first, second and quarterfinal 
rounds of  the tournament are hosted by one of  the 
participating teams, with the higher seed receiving the 
decision where to play. 

The semifinals and finals of  the NIT are played at 
Madison Square Garden from March 27 to 29. 

Additionally, this year’s NIT will feature four 
experimental rule changes. 

Instead of  the two 20-minute halves, the teams will 
play four 10-minute quarters, like NCAA women’s 
basketball. 

Also, the three-point line will extend one foot and 
eight inches, the same as international basketball 
leagues and the free-throw lane will widen from 12 
feet to 16 feet, consistent with the NBA. 

Baggett expressed displeasure with the pro-stlye 
rules.

“We’re not the NBA. We don’t have NBA players 
more often than not,” said Baggett. “I wish they would 
stop trying to make it to where we’re trying to be 
like the NBA and allow college basketball to be pure.
Let the NBA players adjust when they get to the next 
level.”

The Broncs will learn their opponent for the first 
round of  the NIT on March 11, commonly known as 
Selection Sunday. 

Sophomore guard Stevie Jordan led Rider in scoring with 13 points in the 66-55 loss to St. Peter’s on March 2. Jordan led the MAAC in assists per game with six, and he received All-MAAC Second Team honors.
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