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CARIBBEAN CULTURE 
The cast of  “Once On This Island” delivered a 
vibrant performance this past weekend. page 7

POP CULTURE IN EDUCATION
Colleges should incorporate millennials’ views 
into classrooms. page 8

BRONC BOMBERS EXPLODE
The baseball team scored 50 runs in a road sweep 
against Saint Peter’s. page 12
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William C. Campbell discussed the drug Ivermectin, which helps combat the River blindness epidemic. The 2015 winner of a Nobel Prize in the category of Physiology or Medicine spoke at the event 
presented by the Health Studies Institute in coordination with the global studies and health care policy programs on April 7. 
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Provost 
joins top 
ranks at 
alma mater
By Lauren Lavelle

R
IDER’S very own Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 
DonnaJean Fredeen recently 
accepted the highest alumni 

honor from Texas A&M University by 
being inducted into the Academy of  
Distinguished Former Students.
“I was both stunned and very humbled 

to learn that I would be inducted into 
the College of  Science Academy of  
Distinguished Former Students at Texas 
A&M,” said Fredeen. “This honor usually 
is reserved for individuals who have con-
tributed great laboratory discoveries dur-
ing their career. I am proud that Texas 
A&M recognizes the value that our work 
in science education plays in furthering its 
mission as a research institution.”
Fredeen, who graduated from Texas 

A&M in 1985 with a Ph.D. in chemis-
try, did not originally foresee a career in 
education as her 
main goal and, 

No-conidence vote would be Rider’s irst
By Shanna O’Mara

A 
NO-CONFIDENCE resolution against the president and 
his administrative staff  has never been passed at 
Rider. The executive committee of  the faculty union is 
hoping to change that.

Rider’s chapter of  the American Association of  
University Professors (AAUP) met on April 11 to discuss a 
revised version of  the resolution introduced on March 7. 
Union leaders are still urging members to support the no-
confidence vote against President Gregory Dell’Omo but 
have taken out half  of  the original points made. 
“This is our time to make a statement against what I 

believe to be rash decisions [by the president] that will 
ultimately damage this institution,” said Arthur Taylor, 
president of  Rider’s AAUP chapter.
After the discussion ended, an electronic ballot was made 

available to the members. The vote will remain open until 
April 18, according to Taylor.
 While the faculty decides its next step, university spokes-

person Kristine Brown said the administration will continue 
business as usual.
“We are aware of  the vote being undertaken by the uni-

versity’s AAUP membership,” Brown said. “Whatever the 
outcome, the administration remains committed to working 
with all employees, including the AAUP membership and 
its leadership, to advance the overriding mission of  Rider 
University.”
Similar steps have been taken at other colleges and 

universities.
According to Professor of  English Mickey Hess, there 

were 29 votes of  no confidence recorded by American 
faculty bodies in 2015 and 2016. Of  those, 17 presidents 
resigned or announced their retirement. At one of  these 
institutions, the faculty was awarded a two percent raise 

following the departure of  the president. 
Hess, who drafted the resolution, said he was pleased 

with the comments offered during the meeting. 
“I am amazed at the solid unity of  this union,” Hess 

said. “I think there’s no question that we all have each 
other’s back and we’re all on the same page here. I feel 
very good going forward. I feel much better than before we 
walked into this room today.”
Several members spoke in favor of  the resolution. While 

none offered comments against it during the meeting, oppo-
sition was present in the room.
“Regardless of  what the few union leaders have to say, 

the union is divided,” said Aaron Moore, associate professor 
of  journalism. “They are making decisions based on their 
egos and hubris.”
Moore believes the AAUP is “controlled by the vocal 

minority,” and executive leaders use intimidation practices 
to silence those against the resolution. 
Pamela Brown, professor of  communication, said she is 

not ready to say she has no faith in Rider’s leadership.
“I think the problems facing our university, and most 

other private colleges, require great changes in higher edu-
cation, and such changes are usually painful,” she said. “In 
my opinion, the resolution, which will probably be passed, 
brings no benefit to anyone and, I fear, will bring further 
harm to the university.”
While Pamela Brown said many speakers did not focus 

on these larger challenges, she admitted they were “well-
articulated speeches.” 
One of  these speeches was delivered by Roberta Clipper, 

professor of  English.
“You have to decide whether 

you’re willing to accept a faculty 
contract without faculty input,” 
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Students aid in search for new VP

Scientist makes strides 
to treat River blindness

THE RIDER NEWS RAKES IN WINS
By Shanna O’Mara 

T
HE RIDER NEWS WAS 

presented with several 
awards at the Society of 
Professional Journalists’ 

(SPJ) Region 1 Mark of 
Excellence Awards and at the 
New Jersey Collegiate Press 
Association (NJCPA) Awards 
Luncheon. Both events were 
on April 8.
Senior Thomas Regan and 

junior Brandon Scalea took first 
in the SPJ category of general 
news reporting for their article 
titled “Enrollment increases, 
savings critical to Rider’s 
future.”  The piece, which 
delved into Rider’s financial 
deficit and the consideration of 
a plan which included the sale 
of Westminster Choir College, 
is now entered into a nation-
wide competition. 
Regan was also a finalist 

in this category and in the 
category of photo illustration 
along with senior Mackenzie 
Emmens. Scalea was a finalist 
in the sports column writing 
category. Senior Samantha 
Sawh was a finalist in editorial 
writing.
Six SPJ awards is the most 

The Rider News has ever won 
in one year. Last year, the staff 
collectively won five.
Emmens, junior Samantha 

Brandbergh and senior Emily 
Klingman won first prize at the 
NJCPA ceremony for layout 
& design. Scalea won second 
place for news writing. Sawh 
won third place for editorial 
writing.

By Gianluca D’Elia

S
INCE November, a committee made up of  students, faculty and administrators 
has been conducting a search for a new vice president of  student affairs (VPSA). 
This is the first time students have been involved in the process of  hiring 

a Rider employee from the beginning of  the search, according to Provost 
DonnaJean Fredeen.
“Right now, with our engaged learning program and the vision to build a vibrant 

living and learning community, we need somebody who can really give the attention 
that is needed to student affairs,” said Fredeen, explaining the need for a VPSA. “I 
think it’s important for our students and student life on campus to have someone 
whose sole focus is student affairs, who won’t have to divide their time.”
The VPSA will be a member of  President Gregory Dell’Omo’s cabinet and will 

lead student affairs assessments from year to year, supervise student affairs organiza-
tions such as residence and campus life, and work closely with academic affairs to 
connect in- and out-of-classroom experiences, said Fredeen. 
The VPSA position is commonly found at other universities around the nation, 

but this will be the first time Rider has one. 
“As long as the new VPSA sees motivating more students to become engaged as 

a top priority, their position gives them the ability to make a real difference in those 
areas,” said Student Government Association (SGA) President Ryan Hopely. 
Regarding the search process, Hopely said, “Students have interviewed job 

candidates before, but there’s never been a student who was part of  a full search 
committee in the past.”
“It makes perfect sense to have the people the VP will be working with on the 

committee,” Fredeen said. “It’s been great. They’ve been very vocal and made 
certain that the student perspective is represented. We video-interviewed a group of  
candidates to determine who we’d bring to campus, and every one of  them knew to 
ask the students a question.”
Westminster SGA Secretary Gillian Erlenborn, a member of  the committee, said 

allowing students to be part of  the process “is a great way to ensure that the candi-
dates for the job are going to work well with our community.”
“This position is going to require a lot of  interaction with students, and I know 

that it will take an understanding of  how students here at Rider University live and 
learn,” Erlenborn said.

Erlenborn said she hopes the new VPSA can implement positive changes across 
both campuses and “help ease the stresses of  the Westminster students” in the midst 
of  the March 28 announcement that Rider would search for a new institution to 
take over Westminster.
“We’ve had a really hard year, and I know next year will be difficult as well,” 

Erlenborn said. “I hope the [VPSA] is able to connect with students on our campus 
to give them another source to reach out to if  they have questions.”
The search committee worked with William Spelman Executive Search, a 

recruitment firm, to narrow down 14 people who were qualified for the position, 
according to Fredeen. From there, the search committee narrowed the group down 
to eight, and then to the final three. 
The last step of  the process includes interviews and open forums with students. 

So far, one of  the candidates has been to both campuses for two days worth of  
interviews and open student forums, followed by a dinner with members of  Rider 
and Westminster’s SGA executive boards. The second candidate is visiting campus 
this week, and the last candidate is coming to visit at the end of  April, Fredeen said. 
At a forum on April 6 with candidate Georj Lewis, who is currently the VPSA at 

Armstrong University in Savannah, Georgia, a group of  seven students, mostly from 
SGA, expressed concerns about how to get students more engaged, both in campus 
activities and in social issues that are commonly discussed on college campuses.
“Right now, Rider students are not regularly and broadly asked to empathize 

with people of  identities unlike their own,” said SGA Vice President John Modica. 
“I think a VPSA can improve the university’s focus on social justice by making 
questions of  inclusion, privilege, and bias a foundation of  our university experience. 
That comes through making diversity an aspect of  our new student programming, 
core curriculums, and first-year seminars, to name a few.”
Fredeen said the new vice president’s work will often overlap with hers as she 

prepares a revamped, more intensive engaged learning program for the upcoming 
academic year, which involves a graduation requirement for students to earn six 
credits worth of  engaged learning through campus involvement or employment, 
internships and attending Rider events, Fredeen said. This will only be applied to 
the incoming freshman class, not current students. 
Fredeen said a final decision on the new VPSA will be made by late May or early 

June, and the chosen candidate will most likely start working at Rider by July 1. 

By James Shepherd

N
OBEL Prize winner William C. Campbell visited Rider University to speak 
about the therapy he discovered that combats infections caused by round-
worms. Specifically, he discussed the drug Ivermectin and how it combats 
Onchocerciasis, or, as it its more commonly known, River blindness. 

Campbell won a Nobel Prize in 2015 in the Physiology or Medicine category. 
The root cause of  River blindness is the bite of  the Black Fly. “When it bites 

the person the infected larvae penetrate the bite wound and get under the skin 
before growing into adult worms,” Campbell said.” After the larvae mature, 
they begin to breed on their own. It is their progeny which migrate through the 
skin, some of  which eventually end up in the eye. 
A telltale sign of  infection is what Campbell refers to as “a tennis ball full of  

spaghetti.” Small nodules appear on the skin of  the infected, within which lie 
the baby worms which eventually migrate through the skin to various points in 
the body. 
The therapy was eventually discovered through the efforts of  research on 

a single mouse that had been exposed to the worms and larvae. “All of  our 
microbial drugs have been discovered empirically,” Campbell said. “So in this 
case it was different because we tested substances in this new mouse [test], and 
the essence of  the assay was that we gave a mouse an unknown amount of  an 
unknown substance that might not be there.” 
The drug that had originally been found had been titled Avermectin but 

was later improved by chemists. “But it is in my experience that our chemistry 
friends seem to believe that no matter how good something is, the chemists will 
make it better.” Avermectin was improved by chemists by hydrogenating it, 
therefore improving its potency and resulted in the name change to Ivermectin. 
Campbell brought the drug to the attention of  the board of  the Merck 

Institute for Therapeutic Research to use the drug on human subjects instead 
of  animals. Early community testing took place in West Africa and all results 
pointed towards a success of  the drug, which in its final form killed the larvae 
in the skin. 
When it came to the debate of  how to distribute the drug, the Merck 

Institute decided to give the drug away for free to those who needed it for as 
long as they needed it in a program they called the MDP (Mectizan Donation 
Program.)
The drug is administered yearly in pill form. 
Since 2010, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico and Guatemala River blindness 

has been eliminated. Campbell believes that by 2025, River Blindness will be 
eliminated in Brazil and Venezuela. 
Campbell was gifted a crystal vase by Rider University as a token of  

gratitude. 

From left: Samantha Sawh, Thomas Regan and Brandon 
Scalea accept awards on behalf of The Rider News at the 
SPJ Region 1 Mark of Excellence Awards. 
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From left: Shanna O’Mara, Mackenzie Emmens and 
Carlos Toro accept awards on behalf of The Rider News 
at the NJCPA Awards Luncheon.
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THE SKY ISN’T THE LIMIT

• Complete classes in half the time with courses 
offered in the 6-week or 3-week formats.

• Save money by completing classes at almost 
half the tuition -- summer tuition is only $650 per  
undergraduate credit.

• Catch up on coursework and graduate in four years 
or less.

• Improve your GPA

• Choose from hundreds of courses in humanities, 
social sciences, sciences and business.

• Earn credit while studying abroad or with domestic 
travel experiences led by Rider faculty.

• Participate in many fun activities: trips to 
Philadelphia and/or New York City, movie nights, 
barbeques, and many others.

Summer Session I 
begins on May 15

Summer Session II
begins on July 5

NEW! Take 4 courses for the price of 3

REGISTER TODAY

Fly through your 
required courses 
this summer at 
reduced tuition.

Students enroll in 
Summer Sessions to:

www.rider.edu/summer
summer@rider.edu
609-896-5033



4  The Rider News    April 12, 2017

News

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

Prestigious honor 
awarded to provost

Vote of confidence is live
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

instead, wanted to pursue a job venture 
directly in her line of  study. 
“I entered the graduate program 

in chemistry at Texas A&M thinking I 
would have a career in the petrochemi-
cal industry,” said Fredeen. “In my first 
and second year as a graduate student, 
I was paid to teach general chemistry 
and analytical chemistry laboratories.  I 
enjoyed interacting with the students, 
but I think I discovered my love of  and 
knack for teaching as a tutor.”
Eventually, with the help of  her 

research advisor David Russel, Fredeen 
realized the impact she could make in 
higher education and accepted the role 
of  Interim Dean of  the School of  Arts 
& Sciences at Southern Connecticut 
State University. 
“When I approached Russell about 

the possibility, he broke into the biggest 
grin and said, ‘I was hoping you would 
figure this out. You belong in the class-
room,’” said Fredeen. “I was surprised 
when asked to take on the role of  
Interim Dean of  the School of  Arts & 
Sciences, because I felt there were other 
faculty, more experienced than I, to do 
the job.  However, it was an opportu-
nity that I felt I needed to take.”  
Through her experience in a lead-

ership position, Fredeen gained the 
proper skills and mindset that eventu-
ally led to her alumni nomination and 
career at Rider.
“Along the way, I have learned a great 

deal about my own passion for the power 
of  education and the ability to impact 
students as colleague in a research group, 

a professor, a dean and a provost,” said 
Fredeen. “In writing his nomination 
letter, Russell stated that I was the go-to 
person in the research group, dispens-
ing advice and information. I believe, 
in addition to the excellent education 
in chemistry that I was receiving at the 
time, I also was receiving some very 
strong mentoring in leadership.”
Research professor for the 

Department of  Technology and Society 
at Stony Brook University Eliza Reilly 
worked with Fredeen on the science 
education reform initiative “Science 
Education for New Civic Engagements 
and Responsibilities” in 2001 and feels 
Fredeen deserved the high recognition 
because of  her constant advances in the 
education field. 
“She has been an outstanding aca-

demic leader and mentor to so many 
faculty, particularly in the S.T.E.M. 
fields and because of  her positive 
impact on the institutions she has been 
affiliated with,” said Reilly. “I consider 
her an exemplary academic dean who 
communicates and embodies the best 
values of  higher education.”
Overall, Fredeen hopes students take 

all of  their career options into consider-
ation, even if  it is not what they initially 
intended to pursue.
“I would advise students to be open 

to the possibilities and to understand 
their evolving passions in life,” she said. 
“If  you follow your passions and keep 
an open mind for the possibilities, you 
will certainly have a very rewarding 
career, wherever it may lead.”

Stuck in Scheide
Looks like they’ll be taking the stairs 

for a while. On April 8 at 6:15 p.m., 
Public Safety was dispatched to Scheide 
Student Center at Westminster to 
retrieve four students stuck in an eleva-
tor. When they arrived, officers reached 
out to facilities management who 
were able to help the students open 
the door from the inside. Each student 
was able to get out without incident. 
Facilities has determined the elevator is 
broken and the elevator repair com-
pany has been notified.

Portrait Prankster
This person must really idolize 

his professors. On April 7 at 10:13 
a.m., Public Safety was dispatched to 
Memorial Hall on the report of a theft. 
When they arrived, officers met with a 
staff member who directed them to the 
School of Education photo gallery on 
the first floor where a photo of a staff 
member was missing from the wall. 
Later in the day, staff members discov-
ered four more items missing from the 
photo gallery on the upper floor as well. 
Public Safety is currently investigating. 

SECURITY BRIEFS
BY LAUREN LAVELLE

Clipper told her fellow professors, coaches and adjuncts. 
Her speech was followed by “thunderous applause,” according to Joel Phillips, 

professor of  composition and music theory at Westminster, and introduced a wave 
of  support for the no-confidence vote. 
If  passed, the motion would “send a Tomahawk missile to administration with 

the message to negotiate,” said Joseph Gowaskie, emeritus professor of  history.
This goal was reiterated by many at the meeting, including Associate Professor of  

Communication David Dewberry.
“We don’t question everything he does,” Dewberry said. “We question his failure 

to negotiate with us.”
Not everyone shared this mentality, however. 
“There is a cohort of  folks that believe Dell’Omo is doing right by the institu-

tion,” James Riggs, professor of  science, said. 
He countered Clipper’s claim that “nobody ever got anything from acting on fear.”
“A response to fear is a survival mechanism in biology,” Riggs said. “Animals that 

are afraid get away and survive. My fear was exacerbated by the Westminster deci-
sion. That’s a very serious decision because Westminster is world-class. That scares 
me in a sense that it makes me realize how the fiscal challenges are very real.”
Taylor said the results of  this vote will be published in a press release on April 19.

A database of  faculty no-confidence votes against college and university presidents can be found 
at seanmckinniss.org/no-confidence-vote-database.

Westminster dean gives Q&A guidelines
By Shanna O’Mara

F
OLLOWING the Westminster Choir College (WCC) 
decision on March 28, faculty members are being 
prepped for potential questioning about the future 
of  the institution. 
On April 6, Dean of  Westminster College of  the 

Arts Matthew Shaftel sent an email to the Princeton 
campus faculty with “a list of  Q&As that I hope you 
will find helpful.”
Attached was a list of  18 questions that students, 

parents, alumni and others may potentially raise in 
response to the March 28 decision to sell Westminster 
as well as written responses to each. Many of  the 
questions center around specific degree requirements, 
scholarship inquiries, credit transfer concerns, the 
future of  the school and the progress of  the board’s 
study thus far.
Shaftel encouraged faculty members to “keep it 

general overall,” thank someone for their questions 

and concerns while giving brief  answers and then 
directing them to rider.edu/thepathforward. 
In the case of  media inquiries, faculty members 

were told to “be polite but clear that you cannot speak 
to them.” Shaftel wrote that all questions should be 
directed to university spokesperson Kristine Brown 
and the communications office.
“Reporters may respond by saying their questions 

aren’t for Rider, they’re for you personally,” the email 
said. “In that case, you can say: ‘I appreciate your 
interest, but I don’t wish to answer your questions. 
Thank you.’ And hang up/walk away.”
Jeffrey Halpern, chief  negotiator for Rider’s chap-

ter of  the AAUP, responded to Shaftel in an April 
10 email. He said members of  the AAUP were “very 
disturbed” by the dean’s requests for WCC faculty 
members to remain quiet in the face of  community 
confusion, except to recite from “a script provided 
by the dean and written by the university’s [public 

relations] firm.”
The email was also sent to the union’s attorney. 
“I feel I must remind you that members of  the 

AAUP bargaining unit are protected by academic free-
dom and may speak to students, parents, prospective 
students and parents, the media and others as their 
conscience moves them,” Halpern wrote. “Any action 
on the part of  the university to attempt to muzzle our 
members will be resisted by the AAUP with all the 
resources at our disposal.” 
James Riggs, professor of  science, did not interpret 

Shaftel’s requests as literally.
“They’re making suggestions,” Riggs said. “It’s a 

new ball game. How do you handle those questions? 
[If  I were in the position of  a WCC faculty member,] 
I would still want to be able to have the right conversa-
tions with those students. I wouldn’t want to do dam-
age to the Westminster brand or the Rider brand. I 
think it’s logical to provide some of  that information.”

For RSVP information online:
Rider.edu/vets

Featuring:

Proceeds benefit
The Rider Veterans Fund

(doors 6:30)

Fri. April 14th
BLC Theater

Convoy

7pm

In partnership with R.I.O.T & RUVA
ComedyShow

After Party:
Rider Pub 10 pm
18 To enter
21 To drink

Music provided by:
Free Admission
Donations accepted

Zane Birnie
Matt Maran
Chris Crespo
Tim Eli



April 12, 2017   The Rider News 5

 See the world by land and by sea! 

Go Cruisin' From Commencement!

win a 2017 Toyota   M* and
Royal Caribbean cruise!

Create an original, two-minute video

about your Rider University experience as a Rider

undergraduate, graduate, College of Continuing Studies

or Westminster Choir College student. Upload a YouTube 

video link to the Cruisin' From Commencement contest page

at www.1077TheBronc.com.

The Rider student video with the highest judged score will 

win a 24-month lease for a 2017 Toyota iM* from Team 

Toyota of Princeton and a six or eight-night cruise for

two to the Caribbean courtesy of Vacations By Stacy

following Rider's undergraduate Commencement

ceremony on Friday, May 12, 2017.

Lights! Camera! Action!

Here’s how to enter:

Enter

March
 6 -

May 5 
2017!

i

Scan here for
more info.

*For entry requirements, prizes, complete rules and details go to the Cruisin' From Commencement contest page at www.1077TheBronc.com.



By Kimberly Ortiz

A 
COLORFUL  musical about choosing love over one’s self, 
“Once on This Island,” ran at the Yvonne Theater 
from April 5 to 9. 
Directed by acting professor Trent Blanton, the 

musical followed Ti Moune on a journey to find herself  
while embracing the cultures of  Haiti and the Caribbean, 
where the musical takes place. 
With fun and energetic choreography by Rider musical 

theater alumna Abbey Sierakowski, the cast of  11 members 
brought its moves and talented voices to the stage each 
night. 
The show began by introducing a young Ti Moune 

played by Micah Bowser, a Princeton Junior School student. 
She is scared, and in the middle of  a thunderstorm, where 
she is soon comforted by village storytellers. The villag-
ers wear bright and detailed costumes that represent each 
character. With an easy and fast transition into the open-
ing number, “We Dance,” the show was off  to an exciting 
start that truly had a sense of  inclusiveness and connection 
between the actors and the audience. 
Ti Moune is adopted by the caring and nurturing gods 

Mama Euralie and Tonton Julian, played by sophomore 
musical theater major Abeba Isaac and senior musical 
theater major Devon Wheeler, respectively. She grows up to 
find her purpose in life by telling the gods and storytellers 
her plan through the powerful anthem “Waiting for Life.”
What really brought Ti Moune and her big heart to 

life was the actress who played her, senior musical theater 
major Milika Griffiths. Her passionate performance was 
a joy to watch onstage, not only because of  her strong 
and powerful voice, but because of  the way she presented 
herself  as an actress, and the ability to embrace the ups and 
downs experienced by her character. Her connection to the 
other actors in the show proved that the cast and characters 

they played were all on the same level throughout the 
performance. 
As Ti Moune begins and continues through her journey, 

she saves a boy’s life. His life and story then become a major 
part of  her own. Played by senior musical theater major 
Lephate Cunningham III, Daniel begins to fall in love with 
Ti Moune for her driving personality and love of  life. While 
Cunningham’s performance was strong and overall well-
performed, the character of  Daniel is one that seems like he 
should not be trusted. Ultimately, while Daniel does seem 
to love Ti Moune, in the end he chooses to marry Andrea, 
played by junior musical theater major Essence Williams, 
whom his parents have chosen for him. 
Through the musical performances of  “Ti Moune’s 

Dance,” “Andrea’s Sequence,” “Promises/Forever Yours- 
Reprise” and the “Wedding Sequence,” Ti Moune, who 
waits for Daniel to possibly change his mind for her, eventu-
ally decides that it is not really worth it to wait for him and 
instead focuses on living her life, until sadly, she drowns. 
While there are these sad moment in the plot, there 

comes a happier one. The loving goddess that cared for Ti 
Moune, Asaka, played by sophomore musical theater major 
Terrie Lynn Goins, allows for Ti Moune’s legacy to live on 
by transforming her into a tree that will represent a celebra-
tion of  life, which was seen as the overall concept of  the 
musical. 
The musical ended in a large celebratory way that would 

represent love, loss and life, to both the characters and the 
audience, with the finale number of  “Why We Tell the 
Story.” The title was fitting because the story of  family, love 
and learning about one’s self  was truly told, and it was told 
in a way unlike any other. 

By Gianluca D’Elia

T
HE average age of  a New Jersey 
assemblyperson is 54, and there 
are only 10 millennials within 
the 80-member legislative body, 

according to Rutgers’ Eagleton Institute 
of  Politics. However, one Rider student 
is determined to claim a seat in the State 
Assembly this coming November. 
Senior history major Aasim Johnson 

launched a campaign to represent the 
Democratic Party in the 2017 June 
primary election for New Jersey’s 11th 
legislative district, which encompasses 
18 towns in Monmouth County.
“Last year after Hillary Clinton lost, 

a lot of  people were disappointed,” 
Johnson recalled. “But I’m someone 
who, if  things don’t go the way I want 
them to go, I do something about them. 
I don’t just want to post on Facebook 
and do nothing.
“That being said, I wasn’t doing 

much of  anything after she lost. But 
then a friend of  mine came to me 
about possibly running for some type 
of  office. I thought, if  I were to run 
for anything, it would be the State 
Assembly, because a lot of  changes that 
affect people’s lives the most are at the 
state and federal level.” 
The district Johnson is running in 

has two Democratic incumbents, so he 
said the campaign will be an “uphill 
battle.”
Johnson said his campaign’s 

platform is titled “Putting Families 
First.”
“This plan focuses on the most 

important group within any city 
or town, which is the family,” said 
Johnson’s campaign manager, junior 
political science major Jelani Walker. 

“With this focus in mind, the Johnson 
campaign will travel through the 
district, finding out what more families 
need to prosper. This will be a long 
race ahead of  us to the June primaries, 
but I am confident that we have what 
it takes to make it to the finish line and 
win.”
“In the noise of  past campaigns, 

people don’t talk about families 
anymore, or making them whole, or 
empowering them,” Johnson explained.
According to Johnson, “Putting 

Families First” is made up of  five 
points. The first is to address the 
opioid addiction problem in both his 
district and statewide, which Johnson 
said “really tears apart and ravages 
families.”
The second point is to improve 

public education.
“I want to close the gap for those 

students in my district who aren’t doing 
as well as other districts,” Johnson said.
Johnson also wants to focus on 

improving the foster care system. 
“I grew up in foster care so I can see 

how the system has helped me, and I 
would like to reach back to help some 
people, and to see if  the state could 
be doing more by them,” Johnson 
explained.
Johnson’s fourth point is about the 

transportation trust fund. 
“Now that the trust fund will be 

reauthorized for the next eight years 
and there’s some $32 billion worth 
of  new building projects, we have to 
make sure some of  that money goes 
to building new roads and bridges,” 
Johnson stated.
The fifth and last part of  his 

platform is helping families who are 

still waiting for state and government 
funding from Hurricane Sandy. 
“This October, we’ll be five years 

removed, and a lot of  people are still 
waiting for relief. We have to do right 
by them,” Johnson noted. “Their whole 
families and ways of  life were torn up.”
Johnson has spent the past semester 

organizing his campaign with the 
assistance of  a campaign manager, 
a campaign treasurer, a legislative 
director, a district coordinator — and 
the people in those positions are 
actually Rider students. 
“If  you were to go back in time 

and tell me from three years ago 
that I would be campaign manager 
for a political campaign, I wouldn’t 
believe it,” said Walker. “Juggling 
the campaign, class, and campus 
organizations can be difficult but being 
able to work for a political candidate I 

truly believe in is its own reward.”
Johnson accredited part of  his 

success in getting his name on the 
ballot to his involvement on campus, in 
addition to history and political science 
classes. 
“I feel like I’ve learned a lot from my 

professors,” Johnson said. “Even just 
being involved in campus and being 
part of  different clubs has taught me a 
lot about people skills and teamwork.”
Johnson said it is “rare but not 

unheard of ” to be a young candidate 
for State Assembly. After all, the age 
requirement is only 21. 
“If  you’re unhappy, instead of  

complaining about something, you 
should go out and do something,” he 
said. “I’m running because I really 
want to make change and I believe that 
I can.” 
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Young candidate finds aims to empower families
By Jason Mount

A 
SHOW of  brides, betrayal and bar-
gains took the Robert L. Annis 
Playhouse stage with Czech 
opera, “The Bartered Bride,” at 

Westminster on April 8.
Stage directed by Professor of  

Theater Ivan Fuller and musically 
directed by Assistant Professor of  Voice 
and Opera William Hobbs, members 
of  the audience were buzzing with 
anticipation for the play to begin. 
As the chamber orchestra played its 

overture, the crowd silenced themselves 
and directed its full attention to the 
stage.
As Act I started, attendees began to 

cheer for the masterful playing of  the 
chamber orchestra. Then, the show 
truly started when ensemble performers 
entered from the back of  the Playhouse 
and made their way to the stage. As the 
first lyrics left the performers’ mouths, 
the words appeared on a projector 
screen, peeking out from the ceiling 
to allow audience members who were 
not adept with operatic lyrics to follow 
along.
The first act introduced Jenik, 

played by graduate vocal performance 
major Evan Stenzel, and Marenka, 
played by graduate vocal performance 
major Avery Peterman. 
Jenik and Marenka are a couple 

madly in love, despite the warnings 
from the people around them. The 
ensemble soon exits, and Marenka 
laments about her situation as a prom-
ised bride, and asks Jenik about his 
past, with powerful soprano notes.
The scene changed to gradu-

ate vocal performance major Alyce 

Daubenspeck’s character, a marriage 
broker named Kecal, speaking with 
Marenka’s parents about her being 
promised to Vasek, a son of  Micha, 
played by graduate voice pedagogy 
and performance major Aaron Eaves. 
Daubenspeck conjured many laughs 
from the audience with her great 
comedic timing and hilarious tone. The 
first act then ends with Kecal leaving to 
dissuade Jenik from pursuing Marenka.
Once the second act opens, banter 

begins as Jenik sings of  the strength 
of  his love compared to the men of  
the ensemble’s love for beer and fun. 
Eventually, Jenik and Kecal meet, and 
a comedic exchange occurs. Kecal 
offers any amount of  money and any 
bargain to make sure Jenik does not 

marry Marenka, earning laughs from 
the audience.
Vasek, played by senior music 

education major Aldo Aranzulla, is 
introduced to the audience in the next 
scene. His comedic character stutters in 
a nervous demeanor. Laughter erupted 
from the audience when Vasek prattles 
on about his nerve-wracking situation 
involving his arranged marriage.
The packed audience giggled, listen-

ing intently to Marenka’s attempt to 
dissuade Vasek from marrying her, by 
claiming another girl loves him, result-
ing in confusion from both parties.
By the end of  Act II, audience mem-

bers were enthralled with the story, 
especially when Jenik agrees with Kecal 
to leave Marenka alone for $300 and 

on the condition that she marries “a 
son of  Micha.”
The final act opens with a cir-

cus rolling in from the back of  the 
Playhouse to the stage, boasting its 
dancers, strongmen and acts of  enter-
tainment. The dancers of  the circus 
used the stage to their advantage and 
moved swiftly from side to side before 
introducing a juggler. The entire circus 
act demanded many hollers and cheers 
from onlookers.
As all loose ends are tied up after 

the circus performance, the audience 
stayed immersed in the plot. 
Vasek realizes he has been tricked, 

yet falls for Marenka anyway, while 
Marenka learns of  Jenik’s betrayal.
During Marenka’s aria, each attend-

ing guest was entranced and not a 
single person stirred. 
In a miraculous conclusion, Jenik 

reveals his master plan — he is also a 
son of  Micha, and therefore can marry 
Marenka, leaving a happy ending for 
the characters in the story and the 
audience who witnessed it.
The audience gave a standing 

ovation during the opera’s bows, and 
attendees, previously spellbound by the 
talented cast and chamber pit’s mas-
terful playing, left the Playhouse with 
smiles on their faces and comments 
about how spectacular the show was.
 

Avery Peterman and Evan Stenzel portray their characters of Marenka and Jenik in Westminster’s 
production of “The Bartered Bride” on April 8. 
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Aasim Johnson is running for a seat in the State Assembly with a focus on “Putting Families First.”
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REVIEW

Crowd captivated by comedic Czech opera

REVIEW

Once on This Island embraces life and culture in lively performance

Rider’s production of “Once on this Island” provided audiences with an emotional and culturally-driven performance.  With themes of love and loss emulated through Caribbean 
music and dance. (Above left) Abeba Isaac and Devon Wheeler deliver a lively performance as Mama Euralie and Tonton Julian, the gods who adopt Ti Moune, played by 
Milika Griffiths (bottom left). 



FROM THE EDITOR

Pop culture makes 
classrooms poppin’

Y
OU’RE dozing off in class and 
the proffessor asks, “Do any off  
you know what the latest news 
is around the world?” The stu-

dents look at one another with conffu-
sion and embarrassed looks until one 
pupil points out, “Hey, did you guys 
see what’s trending on Twitter?”
Pop culture is the culmination 

off  the liffestyle choices and tastes off  
the majority off  young people. Some 
claim the involvement in pop culture 
is a bad inffluence or waste off  time 
in our society. Older generations say 
young people care too much about 
celebrities’ lives instead off  their own. 
But the truth is, pop culture 

is both necessary and ffruitfful. It 
is what millennials, a generation 
that the Pew Research Center says 
now outnumbers the baby boomer 
generation, values. This means 
that it is the plurality off  society’s 
prefferred entertainment and news. It 
is unavoidable.
It is evident that modern culture 

has grown to become a part off  
colleges academically and culturally. 
Universities, like Rider, have begun 
to adapt to the growth off  student 
involvement in pop culture by 
having classes that embrace it and 
utilize the social media avenues that 
make it so prevalent.
Millennials are offten criticized ffor 

not knowing much about news or 
staying up-to-date on the latest New 
York Times’ articles. Most proffessors 
are shocked when they ask a class off  
students about breaking news and 
hear crickets. Could pop culture be 
the reason ffor the millennials’ lack 
off  awareness on hard news topics? 
Sofft news can appeal to more 

people. This type off  news attracts 
passionate people within the 
entertainment industry. People are 
able to live vicariously through the 
worlds they aspire ffor, which is why 
millennials gravitate more toward 
this comfforting type off  news. 
 But mainstream media is not a 

permanent shadow hiding people 
ffrom the truth. Yes, there are 
colorfful Disney movies where the 
good guy gets the girl and Marvel 
ffilms where the hero saves the city 
ffrom ultimate peril. But there are 
also instances where popular movies 
teach us about the harsh realities 
off  liffe. There are plenty off  ffilms, 
television series and even real-
liffe publicized gossip that unveil 
the truths about racism, diseases, 
divorce, natural disasters, etc. These 
themes teach lessons to apply to 
personal lives.
Proffessional broadcast media 

outlets offten have sections dedicated 
to celebrities and social media news, 
which is clearly accessible on their 
website. This is evident through 
networks such as NBC, which airs 
the show “Access Hollywood” that 
links directly to celebrity news, 
movies and television drama. 
“Saturday Night Live” has relied 
on pop culture ffor its successfful 
parodies ffor 42 years. 
Modern culture has played a 

huge role in education, as well. 
Rider proffessors have expanded 
and implemented lessons dedicated 
to learning about news in current 
and past media. Rider offffers classes 
like the music off  the Beatles and 
the history off  pop and rock to give 
students a chance to learn about 
these past and current pop-culture 
topics. 
 Assistant English proffessor Kelly 

Ross used Beyoncé’s 2016 album, 
“Lemonade,” to explore the black 
ffeminist theory in her American 
studies class. Michael Curran 
teaches a high-demand course 
in social media in education ffor 
education majors. In many courses 
in the communication department, 
proffessors incorporate lessons 
with creating proffessional Twitter 
accounts, attending events outside 
off  class and being up to date on 
infformation. These ffew examples are 
just a sample off  how much Rider 
and its proffessors are advancing 
their programs to be up-to-date in 
social media and modern culture. 
Students believe that taking 

classes that incorporate culture 
or social media is an easy three 
credit course, but offtentimes they 
learn a hard lesson. Classes like 
these involve time-consuming and 
extensive work in and outside off  
class. 
Careers in social media are 

dependent on us millennials to 
leverage pop culture in marketing 
campaigns. Most jobs and 
companies are growing ffrom 
networking and building proffessional 
relationships within social media 
platfforms. Just through scrolling 
through LinkedIn and Handshake, 
there are plenty off  job titles that 
include those two words, “Social 
Media.” 
Pop culture is more renowned 

now than ever beffore. It is 
omnipresent, whether we want to 
encounter it or not. Pop culture 
is certainly not new, but has been 
expanded by the growth and 
massive use off  social media. Future 
careers, our entertainment and our 
education all possibly depend on 
the idea off  pop culture, what we are 
interested in and what is trending in 
the world. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Feeling “right” with Rider

T
O the editor:
As the May 1 deposit deadline 

ffor admitted ffreshmen comes 
closer each day, high school 

seniors must make the decision to 
enroll at Rider in part because they see 
the beneffits off  the living and learning 
community, but ffor some, it comes 
down to the ffact that, “Rider just ffelt 
right!” As ffrustrating as it can be, I 
can’t quantiffy what ffeels right ffor the 
seniors that I work with in admissions. 
It can come down to an interaction 
with a ffaculty member, the experience 
they had with their tour guide or, like 
one off  the students I am working with, 
it was the Philly pretzels we offffered 
at our last admitted student day that 
sealed the deal.
I, like these seniors, had made this 

same decision because Rider has “ffelt 

right,” ffor a variety off  difffferent reasons 
over the past seven years. First it was 
our club ice hockey program and the 
opportunity to get involved with Rider 
University Network as early on as my 
ffirst semester. Affter graduation and 
working as a play-by-play broadcaster 
in Youngstown, Ohio, it was coming 
back to Rider to pursue a career in 
higher education as an admission 
counselor that just “ffelt right.” Now, 
six years later and affter plenty off  
encouragement ffrom my wiffe, whom 
I met at Rider, it was the decision to 
advance my career and enroll in the 
Clinical Mental Health Counseling 
master’s program while working ffull 
time that gave me that same ffeeling. All 
off  these 
changes 
and 
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Opinion

T
O the editor:
Rider’s mission has been referred to in justifying the recent decision to sell 

or transfer Westminster Choir College. Yet, it is hard to believe that Rider’s 
mission, or frankly the mission of  all but a few universities, would somehow 

not include continuing to embrace this truly world-class college and work to make it 
more self-sustaining. 
It is clear that Westminster is a very far cry from its dire financial state when 

it merged with Rider in 1992. What university — especially a regional one like 
Rider — gives up an exceptional and quality college that provides it annually with 

national and world-wide recognition? Think about it. Westminster students, faculty 
and alums travel the globe and regularly perform with the best orchestras in the 
world. What university would not want to continue to be affiliated with that renown 
as it seeks to build enrollment and revenues, and encounters students who wish to 
incorporate music in their careers?  

—Gerald D. Klein
Professor Emeritus, Organizational Behavior and Management

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Professor: Rider should preserve Westminster’s status

opportunities were the end result of  a decision that was based on the feeling that 
Rider was and is the “right” place. 
While there have been many long nights on the road, countless weekend events 

and days away from my family recruiting for Rider, I always felt that I made the 
right decision and have put my faith in the Rider family that I have grown to know 
and love. Unfortunately, the looming vote of  no confidence and the ever present 
us-versus-them mentality has me feeling that something just doesn’t feel “right” here 

at Rider.
We as a campus community have worked extremely hard, against increasing 

pressures from our competition, to recruit a group of  exceptional students that 
will make up the class of  2021. With May 1 so close, now is not the time to give 
our admitted students the opportunity to discover what does not feel “right” about 
Rider. Rather, we need to come together and continue to work as hard as we can to 
show each and every student why Rider feels right not only today, but for years to 
come.
I ask my friends and colleagues here at Rider, let’s continue to do what feels right 

and to support the current administration and President Gregory Dell’Omo as we 
all guide Rider to a bigger, brighter and successful future.

—Matt Metzger, ’10

&QA POP CULTURE HAS A PLACE in college class-
rooms because it surrounds us every day with-
out us noticing, whether it is subconsciously 
listening to music or getting a news update on 
your phone.

Brian Kluse
Junior accounting major

YES, POP CULTURE SHOULD BE taught in college 
classrooms. Pop culture is a reflection of  
society. We can learn so much about how and 
why we think or live the way we do.

Jennifer Fanelli
Senior digital media major

YES, I DO THINK IT should be, because students 
rely heavily on technology. Integrating pop 
culture in classrooms may inspire more 
students to pay attention more and do better. 

Sandra Misseri
Sophomore elementary education major

Does pop 
culture have a 
place in college 
classrooms?

...with Summer Classes at 
Mercer County Community College
• Earn transferable credits  toward your college degree.

• Save money.

• Ease your course load for Fall.

• Take classes anywhere with MercerOnline.

ENROLL NOW!  Summer Terms begin   
May 22 and July 5 (actual class start and end dates vary)

Catch Up 
or Get Ahead!

To Register, Contact 
Admissions Today!

admiss@mccc.edu
609-570-3224 or 
609-570-3244

www.mccc.edu/enroll Moving You Forward!
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Rider’s AAUP wants to see you

Get Social
Send us pictures of your favorite professor, 

librarian, or athletic staff member using  

#rideraaup with a few comments 

on how they have impacted your 

life to be entered to win a 

GrubHub gift card!

Student
Pizza Party

with the AAUP
Come out and enjoy free pizza before, in 

between, or after classes on April 17 and 

April 18 from 6-7:30pm in the Fine Arts 

lobby. Free AAUP t-shirts for all those that 

stop in for pizza!
Rider AAUP

@RIDER_AAUP

@rideraaup
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Sports
SOFTBALL

Broncs split against Hawks

By Carlos Toro

T
HE softball team earned its first conference win in 
walk-off  fashion on a wild pitch in the bottom of  
the seventh inning.
The Broncs (4-25, 1-5 MAAC) defeated 

Monmouth in the first game of  an April 8 double-
header at home, later splitting the doubleheader series.
Head Coach Jaclyn Timko said the game was a 

much-needed victory for the team, but didn’t expect to 
get the win in this manner.
“I didn’t think that was how we would get the win,” 

Timko said. “This was so big for us. Before the game, 
the players were hitting the ball so well in practice, 
I knew this game might come down to the seventh 
inning.”
After Monmouth opened the first game of  the 

doubleheader with two runs on one hit and two Rider 
errors, the Broncs exploded for four runs of  their own 
in the bottom half  of  the first inning.
Junior second baseman Monica Clark led the 

charge with a single in the bottom half  of  the first 
inning. She was the Broncs’ first run of  the day after 
Monmouth commited a fielding error.
Each team scored at least one run in the first three-

and-a-half  innings of  the game, with Rider leading 
7-5 after four innings.
Monmouth (12-19, 4-2 MAAC) scored two runs 

in the top half  of  the sixth inning after Balderas had 
an RBI single to third base and a throwing error gave 

Monmouth pinch runner Tyranny Royster a chance to 
score from third. That run tied the game 7-7.
Rider sophomore catcher Kiera Swank hit a 

one-out single to center field in the seventh inning. 
Sophomore outfielder Amanda Jordan then hit a 
single to right field which advanced senior outfielder 
Josettee Spencer, who came in to pinch run for Swank, 
to third base. After a change in Monmouth pitchers, a 
wild pitch gave Spencer the opportunity to steal home, 
giving Rider the 8-7 win.
Starting freshman pitcher Emily Oltman became 

the first Bronc pitcher to go the distance in a game 
this season, allowing seven runs, four of  which were 
earned, and striking out three batters. 
Monmouth’s offense then took charge of  the 

second game of  the doubleheader. The Hawks scored 
seven unanswered runs in the first three innings of  the 
game en route to an 11-1 win over Rider, splitting the 
series.
The Broncs’ next doubleheader series will be 

against Fairleigh Dickinson on April 12 and against 
Fairfield on April 15, both of  which are at home.  
Senior outfielder Josettee Spencer said the win 

boosts the team’s confidence moving forward.
“I definitely feel like we’re playing a lot better,” 

Spencer said. “It’s great to see the progress we’ve 
made since the beginning of  the season to now. [The 
win] gives us a lot of  confidence heading into the rest 
of  the season.”

By Brandon Scalea

M
OST students are used to the thrill and 
intensity of  Division I college basketball 
games, but for a certain Rider club, there is 
something a lot more rewarding. 

The Unified Sports Club won the Shriver Cup 
Tournament for the first time in its history on April 
2, marking a fitting end to a great winter season, 
according to Sarah Lent, a junior elementary educa-
tion major and current club president. Rider’s team 
participated in a recreational basketball tournament 
of  six New Jersey institutions, beating Princeton, 
Kean and Georgian Court en route to the victory. 
Lent, who has been with Unified Sports since fall 

2015, said the trophy was not easily achieved, but it 
was great to see such improvement over the course 
of  a year. Rider defeated Kean pretty handedly, but 
only beat Princeton and Georgian Court each by 1 
point.
“It was so awesome,” she said. “All our athletes 

were so happy. During the last couple games, I 
was coaching and I was so stressed. But to see the 
looks on our athletes’ faces when we won was just 
amazing.” 
As a team, Rider was handed a trophy, and each 

athlete and coach was given a gold medal. 
The tournament comes after five weeks of  recre-

ational play on the weekends. The team plays soccer 
in the fall and basketball in the winter season. The 
basketball games are full, NCAA-length games with 
two 20-minute halves and a team of  officials. 
Unified Sports is a club that partners with 

Special Olympics New Jersey, which comprises high 
school and college-aged people with intellectual 
disabilities. The club’s mission is to promote an 
inclusive environment through sport, Lent said. 
During basketball season, there are usually three 

Special Olympics athletes and two Rider students 
on the court at one time. 
“We don’t play down to them,” Lent said. “We 

usually kind of  stay in the background, but we are 
allowed to score if  we want. Most of  us just do it 
for the experience, though. We’re not in it for the 
athletic aspect.” 
The Shriver Cup is named after Eunice Kennedy 

Shriver, who founded the Special Olympics in 1968.
Before each season begins, there is an “assess-

ment period” where each athlete and partner goes 
through a variety of  drills to determine who gets to 
play on each team. There are also opportunities for 
the participants to help with game day operations, 
keeping score and just rooting the team on. 
There are also some off-campus Unified events, 

including bowling and volleyball. There’s even a 
Unified Triathlon in New Jersey.
Dianna Clauss, assistant director of  campus life 

for recreational programs, is the club’s adviser. She 
said that sports are a great vehicle to break down 
the barriers and stereotypes that exist regarding 
people with intellectual disabilities. The Unified 
Sports Club uses that as a tool to better understand 
intellectual disabilties, and most importantly, to 
form friendships.
“I’m very proud of  our team and how focused 

they are on sportsmanship and meaningful involve-
ment while participating,” Clauss said. “Special 
Olympics encourages all participants to focus on 
these two principles as we ensure everyone is having 
an enjoyable experience.”
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Sophomore Kiera Swank had the seventh inning hit that would later turn into the game-winning run against Monmouth on April 8.

Discounts on Tuition & Housing
May 15 - June 26 (6 weeks) | May 15 - July 26 (10 weeks) | June 25 - August 9 (6 weeks)

Internship & Independent Studies (12 weeks)

Classes in: Galloway • Hammonton • Manahawkin • Woodbine

Take at least one class in Hammonton, Manahawkin or Woodbine 
& get THREE COURSES for the PRICE OF TWO!

NEW JERSEY’S DISTINCTIVE PUBLIC UNIVERSITY | Stockton is an AA/EO institution.

stockton.edu/summer17

Uniied Sports 
Club earns 
trophy and 
‘meaningful 
experience’
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Inside today: 
Softball won its irst 
MAAC-game against 
Monmouth. Page 11 Sports

By Carlos Toro

O
NE week after the track and field 
team finished inside the top 20 at the 
Colonial Relays, the Broncs returned 
home to win the Rider Invite.

The home meet, a one-day event 
on April 8, saw Rider take home the 
men’s and women’s competition 
and several Broncs qualified for the 
IC4A/ECAC Championships with 
multiple strong performances.
Head Coach Bob Hamer said 

the win was huge for the program 
and gave the team a lot of  momen-
tum heading into the final month of  
the outdoor season before the MAAC 
Championships.
 “Anytime that you can win an invi-

tational, it will boost your confidence,” 
Hamer said. “We still have many areas 
to continue to improve upon if  we wish to 
be competing for the championship in one 
month.”
The Rider men earned 236 points in 

the 13-team event and beat second-place St. 
Joseph’s (Pennsylvania) by 130 points. On the 
women’s side, the Broncs women finished first 
out of  15 teams with 154.66 points to defeat 
second-place St. Joseph’s (Pennsylvania) by 24 
points.
Freshman Asia Young continued to impress 

for Rider, setting a new university record in the 

long jump with a leap of  5.86 meters. Not only did 
she win the event but also qualified for the ECAC 
Championships. 

“Asia has been outstanding this year,” Hamer 
said. “She has been great since the very first 

meet. The most impressive thing in my 
mind is how consistent she has been. 
It is always difficult to compete at a 
high level consistently and it is espe-

cially difficult as a freshman, but she has 
handled every challenge with the experience 
of  an upperclassman.” 
Junior Tyree Adams won the long jump with 

a personal record of  7.24 meters, qualifying for 
the IC4A Championship. Another IC4A qualifier 
was senior Devon Jefferson, who ran the 110-
meter hurdles with a time of  14.89 seconds. 
Sophomore Marcell Brown won the shot put 

with a distance of  15.23 meters and he also set a 
new personal record in the discus throw with a throw 
of  35.16 meters.
Sophomore Nate Bowie won the 110-meter hurdles 

with an IC4A qualifying time of  14.70 seconds. 
In the women’s 1,500-meter run, junior Tori 

Brewer finished in fifth with a time of  4:55.50. 
Freshman Peri Pavicic placed 14th in that same event 
with a time of  5:02.03.  
Junior Sara Gardner won the 100-meter hurdles 

event with an ECAC-qualifying time of  14.14 seconds. 
Gardner said she was really happy with her perfor-
mance at home.
“I was pretty content with the 14.14 time,” 

Gardner said. “Of  course, I would have loved to run 
a bit faster, but I was pretty happy with that time. It 
was a little windy that day, but not too bad for the 
hurdles.”
Hamer said the team is at a much better position 

this time around compared to how they were last 
season.
“ In the field events, we were very good and they 

definitely competed at another level than we had pre-
viously this season,” Hamer said. “We need to carry 
this momentum forward and perform consistently at 
this level each and every week.”  
That momentum has translated into an improved 

position in the U.S. Track & Field, Cross Country 
Coaches Association regional rankings. The men 
placed 12th in the Mid-Atlantic regional rankings 
while the women were 18th in its rankings. Both teams 
jumped up two spots from last week’s rankings.
Rider will compete in the Bison Outdoor Classic 

from April 14-15 and, at the same time, have several 
Broncs compete at the Chester Quarry Classic on 
April 15. 
Gardner said the win at the Rider Invite puts the 

team in a great position to have a strong showing at 
the MAAC Championships.
“Winning as a team felt really good,” 

Gardner said. “Overall, it’s a great place for us 
to be in going into MAACs.”

TRACK & FIELD

Broncs sweep Rider Invite with records set

By Brandon Scalea

H
EADING into the three-game set against St. Peter’s 
on April 8, the baseball team had come up short 
in its previous two conference series. Three wins 
and 50 runs later, Rider is back in the middle of  

the MAAC standings.
The Broncs scored 15, 28 and 7 runs, respectively, 

in one of  their greatest offensive outputs in recent 
history. Notably, the team poured on 28 wins in just 
a seven-inning contest.
  From March 25 to April 2, Rider was on a five-

game losing streak. The team has since responded 
with five consecutive victories.
Junior shortstop Jake Bender said the team spent 

the last week working on hitting and getting more 
runs across the plate. 
“We were looking to bounce back from the losses 

against Iona,” he said. “We were focused throughout 
the week at practice because we knew we needed 
three wins to get us back into the mix. This weekend 
we were all locked in at the plate and we had some 
good team at-bats.”
The victorious week started with a non-

conference game against New Jersey Institute of  
Technology. Rider won that one convincingly, 8-1.
  Bender had a three-hit game that featured a 

long home run over the left-center field wall in the 
bottom of  the fifth inning. The three-run shot 
blew the game open, giving Rider a 6-0 lead. 
Bender also added two runs. Four other Broncs 
had multi-hit efforts.
 Sophomore relief  pitcher 

Anthony Arneth picked up the win 
with two scoreless innings.
On April 8, Rider opened its 

three-game series in Jersey City against 

the winless St. 
Peter’s Peacocks. 
The first game 
was a sign of  
things to come, as 
Rider dominated 
from start to finish, 
15-1.
 Senior catcher Lee 

Lipinski and senior first 
baseman Tyler Kaiser 
combined for seven hits in 
eight at-bats, scoring three runs 
apiece. The pair also added four 
RBI.

The Broncs struck early and often. After just three 
innings, the visitors led 8-0. The Peacocks got on 
the board in the bottom of  the fifth, but Rider 
answered right back with four more runs, essen-
tially putting the game away. Junior left-hander 
Nick Margevicius tossed six scoreless innings 
and picked up the win.
Senior pitcher Mike Diorio said Rider’s 
pitching was just as strong as its offensive 
play.
“All weekend, we played solid defense 

and our pitching was able to do the job,” 
he said. “Scoring a lot of  runs takes the 
pressure off  us.”
 Things didn’t get much better for St. 

Peter’s on day two of  the series. In the first 
game of  the doubleheader, Rider 

scored a season-high 28 
runs, including 12 
runs in the first 
two innings. The 
Broncs also had 
26 hits, another 
season high.
Kaiser got 

the Broncs 
going early 
with a three-
run shot over 
the right-field 
fence. He went 
2-for-3 in the 

game with two runs and four RBI. Senior third base-
man Mike Volaski added four RBI of  his own on three 
hits.
 In game three of  the series, St. Peter’s was domi-

nated again, falling to 0-15. Rider won that one, 7-0. 
In his MAAC debut, freshman pitcher John Yocum 
hurled seven innings, allowing no runs and only five 
hits.
The series sweep pushed the Broncs to 13-15 over-

all and 5-4 in conference play. They will host Wagner 
in a non-conference game on April 12 at 3:30 p.m. 
Rider then hosts Niagara in a three-game series begin-
ning on April 14.

BASEBALL

Bats explode 
in Jersey City

Freshman pitcher John Yocum pitched a 
shutout in his MAAC debut.

Freshman Peri Pevicic placed fifth in the 1,500-meter run at the Rider Invite.
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