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BEYONCÉ IN THE BOOKS
The English department will introduce a course 
on the singer’s ties to poetry and culture. page 7

FOCUS SHOULD BE FINANCIAL
The Westminster decision is good emotionally, 
but leaves the economic future unceratin. page 8

MORE THAN A CLUB
Club sports program growth has resulted in an 
increase in sports being ofered. page 12
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Hundreds attended an early morning protest in front of North Hall as university administrators met to make their long-awaited decision on whether to sell Westminster’s campus in Princeton. A crowd of 
students, faculty, alumni and families from both campuses surrounded the building with posters and banners. As adminstrators entered the building, the crowd sang Peter Lutkin’s “Benediction.”

Board votes to find WCC new partner
By Shanna O’Mara and Thomas Regan

P
ROTESTERS stood outside of  
North Hall singing Lutkin’s 
“Benediction,” as members of  
Rider’s Board of  Trustees marched 

into the building to decide the future of  
Westminster Choir College (WCC). Later 
in the day, the solemn tone shifted as the 
community received hopeful news that 
their school may be able to stay in its 
historic location. 
After nearly six hours in North 

Hall, President Gregory Dell’Omo 
announced that the university intends 
to find a buyer for WCC, later saying 
at a town hall on the Princeton campus 
that Rider’s “leading preference” is to 
find a suitor that will leave the choir 
college in its current location.
“Our first preference is try-

ing to keep [Westminster] here [in 
Princeton],” Dell’Omo said. “That 
doesn’t mean it’s the sole preference.”
At the student town hall on the 

Princeton campus, students poured 
into Hillman Hall with a jubilant aura, 
as many donned smiles and the room 

echoed with laughter. After months of  
concern publicly exchanged on social 
media, students were seemingly relieved 
by a decision that does not immediately 
threaten the college’s Princeton culture. 
“It really was the best possible out-

come,” senior voice performance major 
Emily Rosoff  said. “Our worst fear was 
that the school would get shut down.”
Dell’Omo said the board made this 

decision with Rider’s larger strategic 
plan in mind, adding that proceeds 
from a sale of  WCC would be directed 
toward new academic programs, facili-
ties and Rider’s issue of  affordability.  
“Overall, the university community 

should be excited by this because this 
will give us an opportunity to grow the 
university once again,” he said. “We 
know the problems Rider University 
has — affordability, facilities and hav-
ing the right program mix. If  we can-
not solve those three problems, and this 
strategy will, then we’re sort of  behind 
the eight ball.”
While Howard McMorris, for-

mer Board of  Trustees member, was 

“pleased and relieved” with the final 
decision, he said it would have been 
wiser to come to a conclusion sooner so 
that the next step could begin.
“I wish they had done that five months 

ago so we could have started finding an 
affiliation partner sooner,” he said.
Associate voice professor Thomas 

Faracco agreed. “The unknown was 
just awful for everyone,” he said. “I 
am concerned what the next year will 
bring. I’m uncertain about what will 
happen to students on campus. I don’t 
know how that will affect our desir-
ability for another suitor. It’s a scary 
proposition because they can’t guaran-
tee what will happen after next year.”
The board hopes to evaluate all 

potential buyers, hopefully coming to a 
decision before the start of  the fall 2018 
semester. 
If  a buyer is not chosen in that time 

frame, the president admitted his admin-
istration cannot guarantee that classes 
will still be offered in Princeton. Many 
students then expressed concerns of  
continuing their education at WCC, but 

Dell’Omo remedied this fear by saying 
he is “very confident” an organization 
will buy the school “fairly quickly.”
Chair of  the Board of  Trustees 

Michael Kennedy said that the main-
tained quality of  education is important 
in the search.
“Our guiding principle is to make 

it work [for the benefit of  students,]” 
Kennedy said. “I can’t stand here today 
and tell you this is exactly the answer, but 
I can tell you that’s what is guiding us.”
Students’ positive emotions quickly 

shifted throughout the town hall, as 
several seemed dissatisfied with the 
answers to questions about the security 
of  their programs if  a new institution 
purchases the choir college.
Abigail Bloss, a junior music 

major, said, “I think it’s important 
that [administrators] communicate 
with students because we’re invest-
ing a large amount of  money in this 
institution… I think they have the best 
intentions. I just 
think they don’t 
have an extensive 
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“My concern is that the people who 
have a majority of  the power are not 
musicians. What we do here is very 
specific and hard to understand, just as 
going into the medical field is hard. In a 
situation of  a medical school, it’s impor-
tant for people who make the decisions to 
know what is needed for a medical school 
to run, not only from the outside, but 
from the inside. We need spaces that are 
acoustically good for what we do, spaces 
for performing both choral and solo 
works. We need spaces to practice, instru-
ments, music stands to hold our music. 
And somebody who’s looking at this 
without a perspective of  having either 
gone through it or watched somebody go 
through it may not understand. My con-
cern is that it’s not being given the care 
and attention that it should be given.”
-Megan Coiley, senior sacred music 

major

“I’m actually excited for this because 
I think it could be a new dawn for 
Westminster. I think the Westminster-Rider 
relationship is kind of  toxic at this point, 
especially with what’s going on with the 
administration. So I’m content with what 
happens. 
My only real concern is that they didn’t 

give us enough time. Twelve months is a 
little too fast for universities to decide if  
they want to purchase a satellite campus, 
or just a whole other type of  program deal. 
I think 24 months would have been more 
prudent, but we’ll take what we can get. 
The biggest thing, though, is that we don’t 
have a lot of  information yet. The email 
was super vague.”
-Justin Farrell, junior music education 

major

“The decision was definitely thought out, and we 

have to take that into account. We have to take what’s 

happened and continue to go through with it. That’s 

what Westminster is. It’s a constant rebirth of  music and 

wonderfulness. It’s going to move on. It’s strange for 

people who felt connected to Rider. That might seem a 

little frayed right now. But I think as long as we continue 

to remember why we are the way we are, we can live 

and grow together for the rest of  our time.”

-Rachel Tyler, junior sacred music major
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“If  I’m being honest, I think people on the Lawrenceville campus don’t have a strong connection with Princeton, but we should have one. Without that connection, there’s a systemic problem, where if  Lawrenceville students don’t care about Princeton students, then Princeton students won’t care about Lawrenceville students. I think there’s an inherent belief  that we must care about each other. That’s something we lack here at the Lawrenceville campus.”
          -Ruth Del Pino, senior political science and global studies major

Searching for school unity

WCC dr
aws di

verse 
pool

A new journey begins

Keep moving forward

Meeting musicians’ needs

Students gai
n sense of re

lief

VOCALIZING HOPES, FEARS
Students sound off  on Westminster Choir College decision
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Benjamin Dworkin (left), director of the Rebovich Institute of New Jersey Politics, moderates a 
Q&A session with  Newt Gingrich  on March 23 as part of the Hennessy Family Lecture Series.
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By Gianluca D’Elia 

F
ORMER Speaker of  the U.S. House 
of  Representatives Newt Gingrich 
spoke to a packed Student 
Recreation Center on the virtues 

of  free markets and answered questions 
on March 23 as part of  the Hennessy 
Family Lecture Series on Capitalism, 
which was initiated last year with an 
appearance by author Dinesh D’Souza. 
In 1994, Gingrich wrote the 

“Contract with America,” and, that 
same year, helped Republicans gain a 
majority in the House for the first time 
in 40 years in a congressional election. 
Gingrich was also one of  the contend-
ers to be President Donald Trump’s 
running mate in the 2016 election. 
“On most campuses right now, it’s 

such an uphill struggle to get people 
to think in reality about how the world 
works,” Gingrich said. “Most campuses 
are now dominated by fantasies about 
the world that would be nice, if  only it 
could exist.” 
To say that capitalism does not work 

is a “denial of  everything we know,” 
Gingrich said. “It would be like flying 
on a 747 from New York to Tokyo and 
debating whether the Wright brothers 
succeeded.
“In the last 30 years, more people 

have entered the middle class worldwide 
than in all of  previous human history, 
especially in China and India, because 
it turns out that capitalism works,” 
Gingrich said, recalling that in 1979, 
when the Chinese Communist Party was 
on the verge of  collapse, transitioning to 
capitalism led to economic growth. 
“People like to succeed at a personal 

level — that is, they like getting richer, 
and they like having personal choices,” 

Gingrich said. “What market capitalism 
did is, it made it possible for anyone to 
go out and be productive.” 
Gingrich referred to economist 

and philosopher Adam Smith’s 1776 
concept of  the “invisible hand” to help 
explain why capitalism works. 
“If  you do what works for you, you 

will begin to exchange signals,” he 
explained. “You learn what kind of  res-
taurant you should have down the street 
by whether people stop. If  people stop, 
it’s the right restaurant. And all this is 
invisible. It’s not controlled. It’s hap-
pening because different individuals are 
making decisions. That was at the heart 
of  what [Smith] was trying to describe.”
Emphasizing the freedom to succeed 

that he said capitalism provides, Gingrich 
told students, “It is universally true 
worldwide that people who believe they 
will gain ground through their effort, put 
in more effort, and people who believe 
they won’t, put in less effort.”
Students had mixed reactions to the 

speech. Some supported the insight 
Gingrich provided from his years of  
experience in Congress, but others 
expressed skepticism about whether 
capitalism truly works for the U.S. 
“I think a lot of  what [Gingrich] 

talked about oversimplified systematic 
institutions that are in our economy,” 
said senior arts administration major 
Nicole Dvorin. “It isn’t always a free 
market because we have systemized 
racism, sexism, homophobia — and I 
found that those things got overlooked.”
College Republicans President 

Alexander Solomon said Gingrich’s 
speech was important because of  capi-
talism’s success in the U.S. 
“I was more than happy to be able 

to take the points he spoke of  and 
strengthen my arguments for freer mar-
kets in the United States and to hear 
his great examples of  how socialism 
has failed around the world. Democrat 
or Republican, America is a capitalist 
society, and that should never be up for 
debate.”
“I have very little expertise on capi-

talism, so Gingrich’s take on capital-
ism from his years of  experience was 
relatively informative,” said Naomi 
Jainarine, a junior marine science 
major. “No matter what side of  the 
political spectrum you fall on, I think 
it’s important to understand the reason-
ing of  those whose views may oppose 
your own. Respectfully listening with 
an open mind effectively allows you to 
have a more holistic stance in politics. 

Hearing Newt Gingrich speak did just 
that for those listening.” 
Gingrich said that how well a system 

works comes down to who can make 
decisions. 
“The essence of  bureaucratic gov-

ernment is to do things you wouldn’t 
do to yourself, and walking off  as they 
collapse,” Gingrich said. “But what do 
markets do? They let you decide. When 
you’re young, you may decide to live in 
a small apartment because you’re just 
getting started. It’s your choice. The 
markets put power in your hands.
“Based on results, no system in 

all of  human history has created as 
much wealth for as many people and 
given them as many choices and as 
much freedom as capitalism and free 
markets.”

Gingrich defends free market system

Twitter poll finds majority 
against campus merger
By Gianluca D’Elia

A 
TWITTER poll from The Rider News 
account found that a majority of  users 
were opposed to the one-campus model 
that the university administration consid-

ered for Rider and Westminster Choir College 
(WCC).
Ultimately, the university’s Board of  

Trustees decided against merging the cam-
puses. They will start looking for another 
institution to take over Westminster. 
The poll, which opened at about 9:30 

a.m. on March 23, asked, “Would you sup-
port Rider University and Westminster Choir 
College merging to one campus?”
Seventy-six percent of  voters were against 

the merger, 14 percent supported it, and 10 
percent were unsure. By March 28 at 10 a.m. 
when the poll closed, 814 users had answered. 
The university made its decision later that day. 
The Rider News’ poll was not for scientific 

purposes, but rather to gain insight on how the 
community felt about the upcoming decision. 
Votes on Twitter polls are anonymous.
Some flaws in Twitter polls include the 

potential for repeat votes. A user can only vote 
once, so it is not possible to vote repeatedly 
with that one account. In a college community, 
however, many students have both a personal 
account and a professional account, giving 
them two accounts they could potentially vote 
from. Also, it is likely that not all of  the voters 
were members of  the Rider and Westminster 
community. 
“The thing that makes my alma mater so 

special is its unique atmosphere,” said alumna 
Rachel Tanenblatt. “Changing campuses 
would compromise the reputation of  WCC.”

WCC hopes to find new buyer by 2018
development on the matter, as the decision was just made 
hours ago.”  
Dell’Omo answered most of  these inquiries with simi-

lar answers, explaining these issues will be talked about in 
negotiations with potential buyers, but he said he could 
offer no guarantees. 
University spokesperson Kristine Brown said “the 

lines of  communication will be open” during this time of  
deliberation.
“These are hard decisions,” Dell’Omo said in an inter-

view with The Rider News. “They’re not very popular 
with people, but hopefully people will see what the long-
term goal is and begin to understand and accept it.”
The decision will be made by the Board of  Trustees 

after evaluating all options, Dell’Omo said. Part of  the 
study, according to the president, will be ensuring Rider 
will be able to overcome the initial loss in enrollment.
“We plan, as we make this transition, for the decline of  

Westminster enrollment,” Dell’Omo said. “That is in our 
five-year model. The key is if  we’re able to find a partner 
or a successor university who buys the campus, that gives 
us net proceeds that we can use to address some of  the 
short-term deficit situations we have at the university. 
Plus, we lose the cost of  running Westminster. That then 
triggers greater borrowing potential that we have. 
“So you take the net proceeds of  the sale of  

Westminster campus and programs, combined with the 
borrowed money from the marketplace, that generates 
a significant amount of  new revenue for the university. 
That does not just go to the deficit reduction, but it allows 
us to begin to invest in new programs, facility upgrades 
and more scholarship money.”
Faracco said he appreciated the open discussions with 

the president but was disheartened when Dell’Omo did not 
specify how involved faculty will be in the next step.
“That didn’t sit very well with me,” Faracco said. “I 

understand we can’t make the decision, but we really 
want to have some faculty present on an ongoing basis. 
That’s my mission — to make sure that happens.”

Dell’Omo expressed optimism for Rider’s future.
“In five years’ time, we’re actually projecting that we’ll 

have full-time undergraduate enrollments surpassing our 
peak year of  2009 and get us back on that growth strat-
egy,” he added.
Dell’Omo said many other higher institutions have eval-

uated the potential benefit of  selling assets and consolidat-
ing to improve programs that yield jobs in high demand. 
“What we’re going through is no different than what 

90 percent of  the industry is going through,” he said. 
“Universities are all facing this problem. We’re just a little 
bit ahead of  the curve right now in that we’re trying to be 
proactive and address these problems before they become 
major, major problems.”
This isn’t even the first time Rider has explored this 

option.
In 1992, Rider College bought the Westminster campus 

after a brief  period of  affiliation. On April 13, 1994, 
Rider assumed university status with Westminster Choir 
College, the School of  Music of  Rider College as its fifth 
school. That same year, then-President J. Barton Luedeke 
began exploring the option of  merging the two campuses 
into one in Lawrenceville.
“This has been done five or six times since 1992 when 

we took it over,” Dell’Omo said. “The last, most detailed 
study was in 2006. A lot of  the data really hasn’t changed 
that much, but what has changed is the economics, in 
terms of  the value of  the property here in Princeton and 
the level of  industry-wide challenges that higher educa-
tion is going through.” 
McMorris, who served on the board from 1979 to 1992, 

saw the benefits of  the Rider-Westminster merger firsthand. 
“I was a trustee when the choir college almost disap-

peared, and I’m grateful Rider saved the college,” he 
said. “In the ’90s, Rider spent more money than they 
thought they would have to to keep Westminster alive. 
That should not be forgotten. Now Westminster is in 
better financial condition than Rider is, but Rider saved 
them when no one else would.”

CONT’D FROM P. 1
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Business meetings and sightseeing throughout China
Arts&Entertainment

By Austin Betz

A
TTENDING Rider’s study tour to 
China over spring break was an 
amazing experience. Our group 
met representatives, executives 

and founders of  companies, such as 
Huawei, a multinational telecommuni-
cations company, Google Beijing, and 
Shenzhen Horn Audio, a manufacturer 
of  audio products. We also met entre-
preneurs, such as the founder and chief  
designer of  Thrudesign, the research 
and development center of  the Hong 
Kong Science and Technology park. We 
also got to know fellow students from 
Beijing’s Central University of  Finance 
and Economics. It all was a great net-
working opportunity offered by Rider’s 
Center for International Education 
(CIE). 

In addition to learning about 
China’s corporate side, we toured 
many United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) world heritage and cultural 
sites. We skipped a line miles long to 
enter the historic Tiananmen Square 
during a major political conference, 
rode rickshaws through Beijing’s 
Hutong neighborhoods and toured the 
Forbidden City, the National Opera 
House, Victoria’s Peak, overlooking 
Hong Kong, and Victoria Harbor. In 
addition, we were bartering in markets 
such as the Pearl Market and Stanley 
market, took a ski lift onto the great 
wall, and road toboggans back down 
the mountain. 
Rider’s CIE and its partner, Asia 

Institute, couldn’t have planned 

a more exciting and educational 
adventure in a short 10 days. We had 
dinners at authentic restaurants. We 
were able to experience Peking opera 
theaters and the incomparable hot pot 
style dinner. The bustling streets of  
Beijing, Shenzhen, and Hong Kong 
were transformed into a welcoming 
home for the 10 of  us, thanks to our 
professors Jia Shen and Lauren Eder, 
both professors of  information systems 
and supply chain managment. The trip 
coordinators from the Asia Institute, 
who became valued companions and 
friends throughout our travels on the 
other side of  the globe, inspired each 
of  us to look forward to another trip to 
China in the future.

By Kimberly Ortiz

S
EVERAL of  us from the communica-
tion and journalism department 
spent our Spring Break in a unique 
way, in one of  the biggest cities for 

entertainment: Los Angeles. The pro-
gram, sponsored and chaperoned by Barry 
Janes, professor of  communication, and 
Shawn Kildea, chair of  the department 
of  communication and journalism, was a 
way to introduce students looking to spend 
a semester in the city, taking classes and 
experiencing hands-on what it is like to live 
and work in the entertainment business. 
A week-long stay in Universal Studios, 

Hollywood, gave us the opportunity 
to not only visit the theme park, but to 
experience what it is like to work there, 
as well. 
On our trips to the studios and backlot 

tours of  Warner Brothers Studios and 
Sony Studios, our group got to witness 
first-hand what working on a television 
and movie set is really like. We also 
learned the history of  how big-name 
shows and movies were filmed there. 
We even had the opportunity to attend 

a show taping as a live studio audience 
of  the CBS show, Two Broke Girls. It 
was great to experience the full filming 
atmosphere for actors, producers, writers 
and cameramen, among others.
There was also an on-site tour to 

Oakwood Apartments, where future 
Rider University students living in Los 
Angeles would be staying during their 

semester. Anyone in our group that 
was interested got to get a feeling of  
where and how they would be living in a 
different city. 
Although we all had a lot of  fun on 

the trip, we also took the time to work 
on our assignments, one being to create 
a promotional video to promote the 
upcoming semesters in Los Angeles. 
Other assignments we were given 
included creating photo essays that show 
what it is like living and working in the 
City of  Angels.  
Soon it was time for us students to 

come home and, with our experiences 
of  working and living in Los Angeles, 
something that many Rider University 
students hope to someday do.

By Amanda Kleinmann

I 
CHOSE to go on this trip because I fell 
in love with Costa Rica while study-
ing there for three months in the Fall 
of  2016. This time, however, I had a 

purely academic mindset to practice and 
learn as much Spanish as I could. While 
studying abroad in Costa Rica for eight 
days with a host family, we surrounded 
ourselves in the Spanish language and 
Costa Rican culture, so we could enjoy 
everyday conversation with our “mama 
ticas” (host moms), locals and each 
other.
Our group, along with Maria 

Villalobos, associate professor of  
Spanish, arrived in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, on March 11, and we were 
picked up by our mama ticas. Each 

day they cooked us a variety of  typical 
Costa Rican foods for breakfast and 
dinner, such as gallo pinto, plátanos 
maduros (sweet plantains), yucca, fresh 
juices and exotic soups.
For the first half  of  the week, 

we had Spanish classes taught by 
Villalobos. We presented unique 
items we found in a local food market, 
wrote about each day’s experiences, 
expectations, and highlights. After 
class on Monday, while the others went 
zip lining, I took the opportunity to 
visit my previous host family from last 
semester. It was fun showing them how 
much Spanish I’ve learned and how 
much I’ve grown as a person in such a 
short period of  time. After classes on 
the other days, we went to the local 

food and artisan markets. The rest 
of  the week was spent in Tamarindo, 
Guanacaste, in the northern part of  
Costa Rica by the beach, learning 
about the ecosystem and surfing. 
Costa Rica expanded my mindset 

— I have gained more patience and 
become more accepting of  myself  and 
others. However, I still struggled with 
reverse culture shock in adapting back 
to my environment. Being in a tranquil 
country for three months and returning 
home makes people in the states seem 
overly critical; it’s difficult to adjust. In 
Costa Rica, I’ve seen how “Pura Vida” 
(“to have a pure life with no worries”) 
is not just a saying; it’s a way of  life 
used in many greetings to mean “no 
worries” or “living a pure life.”

Austin Betz poses in front of the Great Wall 
of China.

Revisiting the ‘Pura Vida’ lifestyle, the Costa Rican culture

Any questions or ideas, contact sga@rider.edu or
President Ryan Hopely, hopelyr@rider.edu

Senior Week Registration until April 14th 
between 9 a.m.-5 p.m. in the
Office of Campus Life.

Senior Week will cost $125 for every event,
including Senior Ball; $50 exclusively for Senior Ball 

Radio Show every Friday from
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Tune in!

Designer Bingo April 19th, Wednesday 
at 7:30PM in the Mercer Room

(All proceeds go to the American Cancer Society. $15 to 
enter Designer Bingo; $5 for each additional board.) 

Check out SGA’s letter to the editor
(refer to your email sent yesterday at 6:20 p.m.)

Amanda Kleinmann (second from right) and 
the rest of her class pose for a picture in Central 
San Jose.

As a part of the studio tour, Kimberly Ortiz was 
able to hold an actual Academy Award to see what 
it felt like to hold one as if she had won.

Communication students get 
a taste of life in Los Angeles



By Lauren Lavelle

D
ETERMINATION and strength filled the hearts of  Rider students, faculty, staff  and 
their families on March 25 as they joined in the fight against cancer through the 
annual Relay for Life walk in the Student Recreation Center (SRC). 
Since the initial walk in 2009, Rider has hosted nine Relay for Life walks, 

raising over $425,000 for The American Cancer Society, and providing clubs and 
organizations with the proper tools to donate and join the cause to help end cancer. 
Beginning with a few opening statements by this year’s Relay for Life committee, 
the event was then introduced by a very special member of  Rider’s faculty who 
explained how Relay for Life has made an impact on his experience with cancer.
“Cancer doesn’t discriminate,” said Dean of  Students Ira Mayo of  his dealings 

with prostate cancer. “Be aware and listen to your bodies. Please treat them well.”
Now cancer-free for eight years, Mayo thanked the volunteers for their time and 

support, and encouraged them to remember those who have died from cancer and 
are still struggling with it.
Next, met with a thunderous applause rivaling the noise level of  just scoring a 

winning touchdown, a handful of  cancer survivors took their much-deserved first 
lap around the track. This reminded the participants of  why Relay for Life is such 
an important event for communities around the globe. 
The track was opened up later in the night for volunteers to take laps, participate 

in activities and provide more donations for the worthy cause. 
Guest speaker and senior American studies major Ruth Del Pino also discussed 

her journey with Stage I ovarian cancer and provided a look at the disease through 
the eyes of  the younger generation. 
“I may be your RA, your SGA representative, your classmate or your friend,” 

said Del Pino. “And thanks to The American Cancer Society I have celebrated four 
more birthdays since my diagnosis and two birthdays since being cancer free.”
Del Pino stressed that every person is a survivor in one way or another and, 

although the disease was relentless and exhausting, it gave her the courage and guid-
ance she did not have before she was diagnosed. 
“We are all equally survivors  in other aspects of  life and we are all valid in bear-

ing our personal crosses,” said Del Pino. “It was a long process, but I had eventually 
been awakened to see the value of  my existence. It forced me to like myself  enough 
to want to fight. I am a cancer survivor and I’m here to celebrate with my family, 
friends and all of  you.”
Del Pino concluded her speech with an inspiring quote by late make-up artist, 

photographer and author Kevin Aucoin. 
‘“Today, I choose life,’” Del Pino recited. ‘“Every morning when I wake up, I can 

choose joy, happiness, negativity, pain…to feel the freedom that comes from being 
able to continue to make mistakes and choices. Today, I choose to feel life, not to 
deny my humanity but to embrace it.’”
The most emotional segment of  Rider’s relay, the Luminaria ceremony, took 

place later in the night. It honored those who dealt with and died from cancer. 
Participants were invited to partake in a silent lap in semidarkness to symbolize 

the feeling a patient gets after being diagnosed. Glow sticks were provided to light 
the way for all of  those affected by cancer. 
After exiting the track, committee members stressed that remembrance of  life is 

also an important aspect of  coping with a life lost to cancer and encouraged partici-
pants to enjoy the rest of  the night in honor of  the loved ones they have lost. 
Games, food and service opportunities were provided until the closing ceremony 

at 5 a.m. where throngs of  exhausted Rider students exited the SRC feeling alive, 
jubilant and ready to continue to fight for a world with more birthdays. 
 

By Jessica Hergert

A
S the mid-term craziness comes to an end at 
Griffith College, I am finally realizing that my 
time abroad in Dublin is already half  over.
In just two and a half  months I have taken 

more pictures, conquered more fears and experienced 
more of  the world than I ever thought possible.
Like most students who study abroad in Europe, I 

have been trying to see as much as I can while I am 
here.
I had the unbelievable opportunity to travel to 

Krakow, Poland, and London over my spring break 
last week, my first trips outside Ireland since I arrived 
in January. 
I spent the first half  of  the semester touring Ireland 

and seeing all the wonders that the Emerald Isle has to 
offer. It was important to me that I see all of  the coun-
try I am studying in so I could truly immerse myself  in 
the Irish culture. 
I decided that I wanted to travel outside my new 

home and venture into cultures that would push me 
outside my already widening comfort zone. 
Much to my friends and co-workers’ surprise, I 

decided to go to Krakow, Poland, for my first trip 
outside Ireland. Krakow is not known for its tour-
ism, nor is it a warm, typical spring break destination 
for college students. The city proved everyone who 
questioned my decision wrong and provided me with 
an unforgettable four days in a city unlike any I had 
ever seen.
The most impactful sight during my time in 

Krakow was my tour of  the Auschwitz concentration 
camp. Words cannot express the feelings I had walking 
through a place of  such pain. However, I believe that 
it connected me to an inescapable part of  history that 
textbooks were never able to do. 
 Krakow, suffering terribly during World War II, 

was the location of  one of  the worst ghettos set up by 
the Nazis to “contain” Jews. The city’s heavy history 
can be felt on the streets that are filled with people 
walking slowly and restaurants serving large portions 
of  hearty food. 
While in Krakow, I visited the Wieliczka Salt Mines 

and Wawel Castle, both unbelievably stunning sites. 
Within the castle was a cathedral where I climbed 
to the top of  the bell tower, later visiting the crypts 
underneath where dozens of  Polish royalty have been 
laid to rest. 
After leaving Krakow, I returned to Dublin in time 

to celebrate a traditional Irish St. Patrick’s Day. 
Following St. Patrick’s Day, I did not waste any 

time, as I boarded yet another plane to jet off  to 
London, a place I have dreamed of  traveling to since 
I was very young. I actually got tears in my eyes when 
our Uber driver rounded a corner to reveal Big Ben lit 
up in the night. 
During my time in London, I crossed another item 

off  my bucket list when I was able to see Stonehenge. 
Something about the mystical origins of  the ancient 
monument peaked my interest as a child. That curios-
ity came back the second I saw the stones and no mat-
ter how much I thought about it, I could not crack the 

mystery of  how it was built. 
I am excited to continue my travels in the upcom-

ing two months before the six and a half  hour journey 
back to my little American town. I am hoping to go to 
Romania, Amsterdam and Barcelona, Spain. 
Studying abroad has really opened my mind up 

to different cultures, languages and ways of  life. 
Although I recommend going to places not often trav-
eled, any time spent in another country will offer truly 
a new world of  experience. 
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From Dublin to Krakow: A Bronc continues her travels abroad

Jessica Hergert stands in the main square in Krakow, Poland. Hergert was able to immerse herself in World War II history by visiting the 
city, where she and co-workers toured Auschwitz. 

By Gianluca D’Elia

M
ANY Rider students have wit-
nessed the evolution of  Beyoncé 
over the past decade, from 
being a member of  Destiny’s 

Child to a now venerated, chart-topping 
cultural icon. Following the 2016 release 
of  Beyoncé’s elaborate visual album 
“Lemonade,” students have the oppor-
tunity to learn about how her music and 
image have been shaped by centuries of  
African-American history.
Kelly Ross, assistant professor of  

English, said she was inspired to develop 
this course by a friend from gradu-
ate school who taught a course at the 
University of  Texas at San Antonio, 
in which “Lemonade” was utilized to 
explore black feminist theory. Ross was 
also motivated by a crowd-sourced 
“Lemonade” syllabus that she found 
online. 
“I love that people beyond the tradi-

tional classroom space are excited about 
collaborating on syllabi that focus on 
ideas, artists, thinkers and writers who 
have been underrepresented on college 
syllabi,” Ross said. “I’m excited to teach 
at a school that allows professors the free-
dom to be creative and unconventional in 
our course design.”
“American Studies has always been 

interdisciplinary,” said Jack Sullivan, chair 
of  the English department. “It’s impor-
tant to look at contemporary writers, 
artists and musicians — not just because 
it speaks to millennials, but because 
students need things from the past. In a 
field like literature or music, it’s important 
to discover what’s significant about what’s 
happening right now.” 
Sullivan said that music and literature 

have always been intertwined, and uni-
versities around the U.S. have started to 
teach more English courses that examine 
music as poetry, and the composer as a 
poet.
“English is becoming more expansive, 

but it’s not leaving literature behind,” he 
said. “We’re just adding more texture to 
it.” 
Though a course with Beyoncé in 

its title may seem unconventional, Ross 
stressed the importance of  Beyoncé’s 
work in American culture.
“Throughout her career, Beyoncé has 

been deeply insightful about black girl-
hood, black womanhood, black feminin-
ity,” Ross explained. “She has crafted a 
persona that places black women’s experi-
ences at the forefront of  pop culture. 
‘Lemonade’ is her masterpiece.
“Her success, her fame, and her legion 

of  devoted fans — the Beyhive — have 
given her the freedom to take risks with 
her art,” she continued. “I think the 
more successful she becomes, the more 
creative control she has, and she’s using 
that autonomy to make rich, challenging, 
substantive art.” 
The 300-level American Studies 

course, titled “Poetry and Poetics in 
American Culture: Tracing Beyoncé’s 
Roots,” aims to explore Beyoncé’s origins 
in African-American literature. Whether 
it is Rita Dove’s thinking on marriage and 
motherhood, Gwendolyn Brooks voicing 
the experiences of  black girls coming of  
age, or Nikki Giovanni articulating “fam-
ily love so fierce it can become oppres-
sive,” Ross said black female authors 
of  the late 20th century struggled with 
the same issues that Beyoncé addresses 
nowadays. 

Ross said Beyoncé’s aesthetic 
visions are often linked to traditional 
African-American poetry. The themes 
in “Lemonade” reminded her of  poet 
Countee Cullen’s sonnet, “Yet Do I 
Marvel,” which ends with the couplet: 
“Yet do I marvel at this curious thing: to 
make a poet black, and bid him sing!”
“The ‘curious thing’ in those lines is 

often misinterpreted as ‘a black poet,’” 
Ross explained. “In context, the poem 
indicates that the ‘curious thing’ is asking 
a black poet to ‘sing’ — that is, to make 
beautiful art of  his experience — rather 
than to rage or scream or weep. I see 
that tension in ‘Lemonade’ — Beyoncé’s 
artistry and aesthetic vision, her pop sen-
sibilities and her incredible voice, pushing 
up against the rage and fear and sad-
ness that she is expressing. That conflict 
characterizes a great deal of  African-
American poetry, so I think we’ll have a 
lot of  productive work to do tracing those 
connections.”
“Lemonade” is a particularly impor-

tant album that stands out from the rest 
of  Beyoncé’s discography because it “is 
vulnerable, raw, angry and introspective, 
yet it is also aesthetically innovative, com-
plex and nuanced,” Ross said. 
Sharing her goals for students, Ross 

said, “I hope my students will meet me 
at that point where the past and future 
merge, so that we can think about the 
rich tradition of  African-American poetry 
that has influenced ‘Lemonade,’ as well 
as speculate about how ‘Lemonade’ will 
affect future conversations about race, 
gender and poetry.”

Professor gets in formation to teach Beyoncé-inspired course

Rider’s English department will offer a course on Beyoncé and her connections to poetry with themes of 
race and gender in African-American culture. 
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John Modica (left) shoves whipped cream into Rushil Jain’s face during Relay for Life, while Matthew Esposito (right) gets his head shaved by Khalil Witt to raise money for cancer research.
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The Rider Dance Club performs for the crowd at Relay for Life on March 25. 



FROM THE EDITOR

WCC decision helps 
feelings, not finances

A
FTER the Westminster 
decision was announced, 
all those against the merger 
breathed a sigh of  relief. 

They called it a victory, as the choir 
college was allowed to remain in 
Princeton. Students and staf from 
the Lawrenceville campus also shared 
in their satisfaction. Some members 
of  the Westminster community even 
expressed happiness at the idea of  
being detached from Rider.
However, while many may view 

the decision to look for a third-party 
institution to purchase Westminster 
as an overall win, it only is a triumph 
when looking at the feelings of  those 
who were adamantly against the 
merger. In terms of  the financial 
futures of  both the Lawrenceville 
and Princeton campuses, there is still 
lingering uncertainty.
Looking at the Lawrenceville 

campus, Rider is facing a projected 
$13.1 million deficit for the 2017 
fiscal year. At this moment, there 
are two empty residence halls on 
the Lawrenceville campus and 
enrollment is down. There needs 
to be a financial solution to the 
economic crisis that has befallen the 
university.
However, selling the Westminster 

campus to another institution is not 
a satisfactory or long-term financial 
solution. This plan is shrouded in 
uncertainty, as we do not know what 
institution will purchase the choir 
college, for how much or what that 
will even mean for Westminster’s 
existing programs. This leaves the 
financial situation for both campuses 
entirely up to chance.
In addition, this decision provides 

a short-term solution, as we will sell 
Westminster for a financial sum and 
then will save money by no longer 
funding that campus’s operations. 
However, these quick resolutions 
may not be enough to offset a $13.1 
million deficit.
Rider requires a plan that will 

guarantee a steady flow of  profit 
that can stably sustain the university 
over time. This means that the 
administrations will once again 
have to direct time, attention and 
funding toward developing a more 
comprehensive plan anyway.  
Losing Westminster also means 

losing the prestige that comes from 
its world-renowned music program. 
Rider is an esteemed university in 
its own right, but having a globally-
recognized arts program certainly 
helps our name.
Since Rider would be selling 

some of  its best programs when 
selling Westminster, the rest of  the 
academic curriculum will need to 
be bolstered to compensate for this 
loss. We would have to spend the 
necessary money and devote our 
attention to improving all academic 
aspects of  the university by ensuring 
that we hire the most-skilled 
professors, implement high-standard 
curriculums and provide access to 
up-to-date, beneficial technology.
All of  this uncertainty also affects 

Westminster’s future, as well. There 
is no guarantee that the college 
will avoid a one-campus model at 
the next institution. There is also 
no certainty that the buyer will 
adequately sustain their programs, 
or that another financial situation 
will not arise that may result in the 
loss of  Westminster. This decision 
separates Rider and Westminster, 
but also sends the latter off  to an 
unknown future and unknown 
destination.
It should also be remembered 

that this can yield a negative impact 
on enrollment as well. Performing 
arts students will be driven away 
without Westminster as part 
of  Rider’s currently strong arts 
programs.
This isn’t to say that considering 

the sentiments and disagreements 
of  the many students, alumni 
and faculty was not important to 
reaching a decision regarding the 
merger. Over the past few months, 
tensions across both campuses have 
risen as a result of  this pending 
campus unification. This only 
seemed to deepen the rift between 
parties such as the administration 
and the faculty, students who 
supported the merger and students 
who did not, and those making the 
decision and those who screamed for 
their voices to be heard.
The resolution reached mediates 

the feelings of  these parties. It also 
implies that Dell’Omo and the 
Board of  Trustees listened to the 
protests, the petitions and the songs. 
In this way, the administration 
extended an offer of  solidarity and 
understanding to a community that 
felt they wouldn’t receive any.
However, while this was a good 

decision for the emotional state of  
members of  this community, it still 
leaves the financial ground for both 
campuses unstable and shaky. Selling 
Westminster may not wholly benefit 
the choir college. This action is also 
a short-term fix to Rider’s deep 
deficit, which begs for long-term 
financial commitments.
When making the hardest 

decisions regarding this university, 
it is crucial that Dell’Omo and 
the administration keep their ears 
open and listen to the voices of  
all members of  this community. 
Reconciling the loud concerns 
from a large group of  opponents is 
important.
However, this whole idea of  a 

merger and the ultimate decision 
was triggered by monetary concerns 
for this university. When facing a 
deficit on this scale and making 
changes this severe to the campus 
culture, considering the feelings 
is vital but so is considering the 
finances.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dell’Omo will sustain Rider

T
O the editor:
I feel compelled to write 

this message in response to the 
letter to the editor my colleague, 

Thomas Simonet, published last week 
in The Rider News. In his piece, 
Simonet made a public condemnation 
of  President Gregory Dell’Omo during 
a period of  negotiations between the 
faculty union and administration. 
Unlike Simonet, who will retire 

at the end of  this year, I approve of  
Dell’Omo’s forward thinking and fully 
support his decisions to make Rider 
University a better place today and 
tomorrow.
All of  those within Rider University 

who bleed cranberry, regardless of  their 
position, would be best served by being 
realistic about the current marketplace. 
We must lend ideas, expertise and 

possible solutions to leadership when 
times are tough instead of  being 
dogmatically antagonistic and sending 
passive-aggressive shots across the bow.  
Rider, as a business, must make fiscal 

adjustments, examine new revenue 
streams and reduce spending, as do all 
colleges and universities during this 
time of  economic upheaval within the 
higher education sector. The ways and 
means of  the past are no longer viable; 
therefore, Rider needs to make difficult 
fiscal adjustments which will provide 
the school with a better financial 
standing. 
I’m sure most people working within 

their own jobs that have had to recently 
make difficult cuts to stay afloat won’t 
feel too 
sympathetic 
towards 



GREEN CORNER

Rider and Terracycle rally for sustainbility on campus

R
IDER has been ranked in the Princeton Review’s top most sustainable schools 
in the country and one of  the greenest universities in the world by the UI 
GreenMetric World University Ranking. But what has Rider done to get 
where it is today?

The university has implemented a number of  programs that have quickly 
moved us up in the ranks. One of  those programs occurs in every dorm and 
has a high percentage of  Rider’s residential students participating: the amaz-
ing Terracycle health and beauty brigade. Terracycle started as a local company 
based out of  Trenton and now operates globally.
The health and beauty brigade, in particular, collects difficult-to-recycle plas-

tics that are commonly found in the packaging of  beauty and personal care prod-
ucts and either upcycles or recycles them into new products. Shampoo bottles, 
for instance, are a perfect example of  what Terracycle likes to reuse and recycle. 
When asked what she thinks of  the Terracycle health and beauty brigade, 
Resident Advisor Talauria Wright says, “I love the health and beauty brigade, 

it’s super easy. Hill Hall always does a fantastic job recycling. The green bucket is 
always full of  stuff.” 
With these materials, Terracycle takes the shredded and melted down plastics 

and either makes amazing new packaging for companies like Garnier, Febreze 
and Colgate or creates outdoor furniture, garden supplies and tote bags. Rider 
has sent over 27,300 items to Terracycle through the health and beauty brigade so 
far. 
Not only does Rider benefit from the health and beauty brigade, but also from 

Terracycle’s cigarette waste recycling program. Terracycle upcycles cigarette 

waste into fertilizer and packing peanuts. Rider has sent a whopping total of  
24,000 butts to Terracycle so far. Thanks to the cigarette waste recycling program, 
the university safely disposes of  the toxic materials commonly found in cigarettes.  
 Rider is gearing up to begin a new brigade, the writing utensil brigade, thanks 

to senior Eco Rep Ambria Dell’Oro. With the writing utensil brigade, students 
will have a safe and sustainable way to dispose of  their used writing utensils. It 
is estimated that over 2 billion mechanical pencils are sold in the United States 
alone. Terracycle has begun a program to safely recycle all the different writing 
utensils students use that typically end up in the garbage at the end of  their useful 
life. 
When asked why she thought Terracycle’s writing utensil brigade would be a 

good fit for Rider, Ambria Dell’Oro said,“ If  you really think about it, not all that 
much plastic goes into making a pen or mechanical pencil, but 2 billion pens and 
mechanical pencils in the trash equals a lot of  plastic that will never biodegrade. 
I wanted to start this program at Rider to ensure that students knew about this 
unknown problem and to make sure students had a way to dispose of  these writ-
ing products sustainably.”
Thanks to Terracycle, Rider is able to properly dispose of  difficult-to-recycle 

materials. Students and faculty alike can rest easy knowing that they have the 
opportunity to make a difference. 

—Lauren Margel
Lawrenceville Eco Rep
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‘‘The men’s basketball team should get back to playing for the name on the front of  the jersey 
instead of  the name on the back.” 
 Brian DaviD Solomon, ’91

Supporting the president
CONT’D FROM PAGE 8

Opinion

T
O the editor:
The roar of  the crowd…the ball is dribbled 

down the court…the crowd gets louder…three, 
two, one, good if  it goes…and then silence.

After beginning a journey that lasted over six 
months, the Rider men’s basketball team said it’s had 
enough and does not wish to continue its season in a 
post-season tournament.
RU kidding and RU serious are the first 

phrases that spring to mind.
For an athletics program that professes to 

say over and over, “We do Division I right,” 
this is a horrible message to send that Rider 
is quitting on the season.
Injuries were cited as an excuse and that’s what the 

players apparently decided to do.
So you mean to tell me that if  the NCAA or NIT 

came calling, we would have made the same decision?  
And since when are the players making that decision?
The men’s basketball program had no issue 

year after year of  painting banners on the wall and 
proclaiming that we’ve been in the “postseason” three 
of  five years (through 2014-15) and reveling in the fact 
that we’ve been to the CIT and CBI. Well, you can’t 
have it both ways.

How do you just quit on a season? Everyone has 
injuries.  How do you know you won’t go on a run 
and maybe win a few games, and bring some pride 
and positive publicity back to your campus. (A campus 
that, by the way, is struggling to keep enrollment up?)
An example of  what to do is 10 feet down the 

hallway in the women’s basketball offices.  They 

lost their leading scorer and Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference (MAAC) Player of  the Year 25 games into 
the season and all they did was reel off  a 7-1 stretch 
that led to the MAAC Title Game and an automatic 
bid in the WNIT.  How did they do this?  They kept 
playing and didn’t quit.
The men’s basketball team should get back to 

playing for the name on the front of  the jersey instead 
of  the name on the back.

As an alum and employee who labored 16 years at 
Rider, I took great pride in watching the players of  all 
the teams develop, mature and go for championships 
even in years when the odds were stacked against 
them. 
Rider has never been a school that quits on 

anything and, in short, not accepting a post-season 
opportunity is a disturbing message to send to 
your fellow athletes, your loyal fan base, the 
school, the students, staff  and alumni.
If  you ask any basketball alum or any 

athlete for that matter, they will tell you that 
they went kicking and screaming as they were 
pulled off  the court in their final competition.  
You always want to be able to lace it up and 
compete one more time.

That’s the name of  athletics, being in a 
competition.  You play to win the game and you can’t 
win the game if  you decide not to play.
Win or lose, quitting on a season is definitely not 

doing Division I right.

—Brian David Solomon, ’91
Former assistant sports information director

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Men’s basketball was wrong to enter ofseason early

Rider faculty members who contractually only work 10 months (and in practice 9 
months).
Unfortunately, there are some within the faculty who want to continue to call 

upon the antiquated playbook of  us-versus-them mentality when it comes to their 
relationship with the administration. Now is the time for all stakeholders to support 
each other, not send our school down the perilous path to become the next Detroit. 
I see what Dell’Omo is doing and support his leadership that will make Rider a 

better place. I would have preferred to keep these disputes in-house. However, as 
someone who knows a little something about public relations, I can unequivocally 
say these vocal denunciations against the president provide no value and are 
disruptive to the school in countless ways. 
I’ve made a long-term, professional commitment to Rider and want it to be a 

better place next year, five years from now, decades from now. I believe Dell’Omo 
will bring us to that point.

—Aaron Moore
Professor of  communications
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April 1 to May 12 
Moore Library lobby

Rider University is pleased to present a rare look at Chinese-American women’s history, told through legal cases fought in the  

Supreme Court of the U.S. and the supreme courts of its states. Using the personal collection of Dr. Chiu Chang, Herstory features 

rare photographs and case descriptions of efforts by Chinese-American women to gain legal standing in the U.S. 

Office of  
Multicultural Affairs

Unity + Diversity = University

These events are sponsored by:  
Asian Students at Rider (ASAR)  

and the Ofice of Multicultural Affairs.
Partially funded by the Mandatory Student Activity Fee.

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 2017 

HERSTORY:  
The Legal History of Chinese American Women

Join 
Us!
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Sports
B A S E B A L L

Bats go quiet against defending champs
By Brandon Scalea

COMING off  an impressive non-
conference stretch that included 
a series win over Georgia and a 
road win over Rutgers, the baseball 

team dropped two out of  three in its first 
MAAC series of  the season. 

Rider took the first game against 
defending-champion Fairfield in 
walk-off  fashion, thanks to a pinch-hit 
RBI single by junior second baseman 
Christian Estevez that landed fair down 
the left-field line. 

However, the Broncs struggled to get 
their bats going in the next two games. 
They dropped the second game, 1-0, in 
extra innings, before losing 9-1 in game 
three. The Stags won the season series 
against Rider last year, as well. 

Head Coach Barry Davis said Rider 
has a lot of  work to do in the batter’s 
box.

“This was not a very good weekend 
for us offensively,” he said. “We need 
to bounce back from it. But we just 
have to keep putting the ball in play 
and maybe keep it out of  the air a little 
more. But, some days, this happens 
and you just have to work on those 
adjustments.”

On March 24, Rider trailed early, 
but used five unanswered runs to pick 
up the win. Freshman pitcher Pete 
Soporowski was shaky, leaving the 
home Broncs behind, 5-1, after four 
and a half  innings. He finished with 
seven innings pitched, six strikeouts and 
five earned runs. Senior pitcher Josh 
Sharik relieved Soporowski and pitched 
two innings of  scoreless baseball to 
keep Rider in the game. 

Trailing by 4 in the bottom of  the 
fifth, freshman infielder Kyle Johnson 
got the Broncs going with a two-out, 
two-run bomb that towered into the 
trees in left-center field. The blast made 
the score 5-3. 

“Johnson’s homerun was big for us,” 
Davis said. “To be down by four isn’t 
easy, but that jump-started a rally for 
us.”

Fairfield’s pitching staff  was able 
to keep Rider off  the base paths the 
next two innings, but the Broncs came 
through to tie it in the bottom of  the 
eighth. With two on and two out, senior 
first baseman Tyler Kaiser ripped a 
triple down the right-field line, clearing 
the bases. 

With the game knotted at five in the 
bottom of  the ninth, senior shortstop 
Jake Bender delivered a leadoff  single 
to center field, before a sac bunt moved 
him into scoring position. Still with no 
outs, Estevez took the first pitch of  his 
at-bat and gave the Broncs their second 
straight win. 

Game two of  the series was the 
first of  a doubleheader on March 25. 
The game was scheduled to be seven 
innings, the usual for when a college 
baseball team plays two in one day. 
However, the teams seemed inclined to 
play regulation baseball, as the teams 
remained locked until the ninth inning. 
Neither team could score a run, until 
the Stags finally broke through in the 
top of  the ninth. 

Junior left-hander Nick Margevicius 
pitched a quality start for Rider, going 
eight shutout innings, allowing only 
three hits. His ERA for the season is 
only 1.69. 

Unfortunately for him, Fairfield’s 
Gavin Wallace pitched even better. He 
went the full nine innings, allowed only 
five hits and struck out seven Broncs en 
route to the victory. 

In the top of  the ninth, junior 
pitcher Andrew Tumblety took the 
mound in relief  for Rider. Fairfield’s 
Troy Scocca drilled a single to center 
field that brought home the eventual 
winning run. 

Despite struggling the whole game, 
Rider threatened to tie it up in the 
bottom half  of  the ninth. But with 
runners in scoring position and two 
outs, a Kaiser line drive was caught on 
the run by the Stag right fielder. 

In the rubber match of  the series, 
not much went right for Rider. It was 
a manageable game for the Broncs 
heading into the bottom of  the seventh, 
as they trailed, 5-1. But the Stags 
notched four more runs to open up a 
9-1 lead that would remain the rest of  
the way. 

Junior pitcher Paul Sparano earned 
the loss, despite just two earned runs. 
He was pulled after five innings. 

Davis said pitching, which had been 
great the first two games, was an issue 
in game three. 

“I thought we played fine in the 
field, but we had something like three 
passed balls and wild pitches, and that 

hurt us,” he said. “That sort of  took 
the game from a competitive game to a 
not so competitive game. It didn’t leave 
us in a position where we could come 
back.”

The Broncs will return to action on 
March 29 when they face Delaware 
in the first round of  the Liberty Bell 
Classic, of  which Rider won in 2015 
and played in the championship game 
last season. 

That game was originally supposed 
to take place on March 28, but weather 
issues postponed the game.

The original schedule had the 
Broncs face Delaware State on March 
29, but that game is now canceled.

The next conference series Rider 
will compete in is a three-game road 
series against Iona from April 1-2.

T E N N I S

Tennis teams suffer home setback to Villanova
By Justin Bonhard 

THE tennis teams struggled against Villanova, as 
the men lost and the women handed the Wildcats 
their first win of  the season.

Rider hosted the Big East opponent on 
March 24 for the men and March 25 for the women. 
The women’s side were unable to win a set, ultimately 
losing, 7-0. The women dropped to 5-6 on the year 
and Villanova picked up its first win of  the season, 
improving to 1-13.

The Bronc women lost the doubles matchups early 
and couldn’t seem to find a rhythm against a winless 
Villanova team. 

Head Coach Doug Potkay commented on the play 
of  his team, saying, “[Villanova] just put us on the 
defensive right away, and it was tough to adjust to 
that,” he said. “We just have to regroup for our big 
matches coming up.”

Juniors Danielle Scrudato and Kelli Swanson had 
the closest matchup in doubles, losing 7-5 against 
Villanova’s Zoe Speaker and Ellie Zimmerman. The 
singles matchups also didn’t go well. The Broncs were 
swept 6-0, with all six losing in straight sets. 

After losing both of  her singles and doubles match-
ups, Scrudato still has confidence in her team and is 
optimistic for the outcome of  the season.

 “I’m hoping we have a winning record so we can 
make it to the MAAC tournament and then at least 
get through a couple rounds of  the tournament,” she 
said.  “We definitely have improved so much with our 
two new freshmen this season.”  

The two freshmen Scrudato was talking about 

were Cyd Melendez and Amanda Binder, both having 
stellar seasons. Melendez has notched seven singles 
wins this season and Binder has won five. Both Broncs 
lost their singles matches against Villanova, Melendez 
losing to Kaylan Rotman 6-2 and 6-2, and Binder 
losing to Linley Busby 6-0 and 6-1. 

Sophomore Vanessa Canda had the best chance 
of  stealing a point away from Villanova but came up 
short, losing both sets to Lindsey Evans 6-3 and 6-4. 
Canda had a chance to extend the game to a third set 
but lost her serve and the point to the Wildcats.

The men hosted the Wildcats and were swept in all 

singles and doubles matches, losing 7-0. Rider’s men 
fell to 1-9 on the season and Villanova went over .500 
to 6-5.

The Broncs got off  to a bad start, losing their 
doubles matches, and couldn’t find their swing, but 
Coach Potkay focused on some positives, saying, 
“I was pleased to see some of  the doubles team 
being aggressive and attacking the net,” he said. 
“Communication and controlling net play is key to 
being a successful doubles team.”

Some notable Broncs’ performances were 
sophomore Brandon Gildea and junior Jeremy Van 
Herwarde. Although both lost in straight sets, they 
kept their matches interesting. Gildea lost to Tommy 
Mulfur 6-4 and 6-1, and Van Herwarde had the 
closest match losing 6-3 and 6-4 to Jimmy Purdy.

The men’s team had another match on the road in 
Bronx, New York, on March 26, but it was canceled 
and will be rescheduled for next season.

A look ahead, Rider men’s and women’s teams 
have four matches next week, first to Salem 
International, and then the next two against MAAC 
opponents, Marist and St. Peter’s. Salem International 
and St. Peter’s will both be home matches at the 
Campus Courts on March 29 and April 1, respectively. 
Both teams finish the week on the road versus Coppin 
State on April 2.

Freshman Nick Margevicius pitched a gem, but earned no decision in an extra-inning loss to Fairfield.
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Sophomore Vanessa Canda won seven games in her match.
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Inside today: Rider 
baseball loses two 
of three against 
Fairield Page 11

By Carlos Toro

O
N March 26, the Fireside Lounge 
in the Bart Luedeke Center was 
host to a special gathering of  one 
of  Rider’s sports teams. 

Players donned formal attire and 
an exquisite banquet was served for all 
in attendance. The team’s head coach 
was honored with a coach of  the year 
award presented by the Mid-Atlantic 
Collegiate Hockey Association. It 
was an eloquent showcase of  Rider’s 
athletes that seemed fitting for one 
of  the school’s varsity sports team — 
except it wasn’t. The award ceremony 
was for Rider’s club ice hockey team 
and it was Head Coach Sean Levin 
who received the award. 
The Broncs’ ice hockey team is 

just one of  many different club sports 
offered at Rider. Rider currently 
supports 18 club sports — aikido, 
adventure club, badminton, baseball, 
dance team, equestrian, golf, ice 
hockey, men’s and women’s lacrosse, 
men’s and women’s soccer, softball, 
table tennis, tennis, ultimate frisbee, 
unified sports club and men’s and 
women’s volleyball.
There is an upward trend of  Rider 

students not only electing to attend the 
school for academics, but for athletics 
as well, and not all of  them are aiming 
to become a varsity athlete. Instead, 
they participate in a club sport.
Dianna Clauss, assistant director of  

campus life for recreation programs, 
said the school has been getting an 
increased number of  students interested 
in participating in club sports. As 
a result, the number of  club sports 
offered on campus greatly increased 
throughout her team overseeing the 
program itself. Clauss has stressed that 
the students must take the initiative and 
want to create these club sports.
“I’ve been in this position since 

the spring of  2007 and at that time, 
there were only seven sports and there 
are now 18,” Clauss said. “We try to 
listen to what the students are saying 
and what they are requesting, but they 
need to start the club. It takes a lot of  
student dedication and leadership to 
keep the ball rolling.”

The role of  club sports has been 
growing over the years from a simple 
activity for students to a full-blown 
feature in attracting students at Rider. 
For some students, the idea of  playing 
in a certain club sport was a huge 
reason for them choosing Rider over 
other schools. Some students, such as 
club ice hockey senior defender Brett 
Ansbacher, said he chose Rider because 
he could continue his hockey career.
“To be completely honest, I really 

only came to Rider to play hockey,” 
Ansbacher said. “As a high school 
senior looking at colleges, I had plenty 
of  options, but I didn’t want my hockey 
career to end. When I looked at Rider, 
I saw a good school with a reputable 
accounting program, where I could 
get both a great education and play 
competitive hockey for four more years. 
This may have been the best decision 
I ever made. The bonds you make 
with teammates, even those who may 
have only been my teammate for one 
year, are permanent relationships and 
memories that I will carry with me for 
the rest of  my life.”
Friendship and bonds have been a 

recurring theme for several of  these 
club sport athletes. Participating in 
club sports does get tough at times, 
according to junior sports management, 
marketing major and women’s club 
lacrosse president Brittany Cupo. 
However, the love of  the game, the 
family environment these teams create 
and any lasting bonds made through 
club sports is a big reason why many 
return to their teams year after year.
“I’ve been on the [lacrosse team’s 

executive] board since my sophomore 
year and before that, I did not know 
how much work you put into everything 
on the team. I thought I go to lacrosse, 
practice, play on games and return 
home. When I got on the board, it was 
more than just getting the girls to play 
lacrosse. It was building that friendship 
and bond because they want to be 
a part of  something more than just 
playing lacrosse. They want to build 
that friendship with everyone.”
Cupo said working and playing with 

her fellow teammates became more 

than just improving their skillset. Some 
club sport athletes had never played the 
sport that they are interested in. 
“A lot of  girls were iffy on playing 

because some of  them had never 
picked up a lacrosse stick before,” Cupo 
said. “It’s just about allowing them to 
play, teaching them the fundamentals 
like passing and catching the ball. I feel 
like most of  them stayed because of  
that family-oriented feeling.” 
Some of  these sports compete in 

small scrimmages and tournaments 
against other schools in the area 
while other sports compete in fully-
fledged competitive leagues and travel 
off-campus, and sometimes, out-of-
state, to participate in matches and 
tournaments.
The role of  club sports has grown 

and evolved, in some regards, into an 
entity in which some sports behave 
similarly to that of  Rider’s varsity 
sports. Clubs such as men’s lacrosse 
and ice hockey compete in national 
intercollegiate leagues such as the 
National College Lacrosse League and 
the aforementioned MACHA.
The dance team performs at 

university events such as home 
basketball games, Awareness Day, 
Friday Night Lights, which are Rider’s 
intramural flag football games, and 
other events. The dance team also 
travels to the MAAC Basketball 
Tournament each year to support the 
varsity teams as well as entertain the 
crowd.
The role of  club sports also serves 

to not only present opportunities for 
students to play sports in college, but 
also future opportunities. With club ice 
hockey in his blood, Levin has been 
involved with club ice hockey since 
2002, when he played on the team 
as a defender and became the team’s 
captain in his last three years playing.
He then quickly became an assistant 

coach after his playing days were 
done and now, not only does he serve 
as Rider’s Director of  the College of  
Continuing Studies, he also serves as 
the club ice hockey’s head coach. 
“I’ve always had a passion to 

teach and coach,” Levin said. “My 

undergraduate degree was in education 
and I had plans to teach high school 
as well as coach. [Former head coach 
Ted Gerry] coached me while at Rider 
and played an important role in my 
development as a coach. I cannot thank 
him enough for giving me my initial 
opportunity to coach and my goal is 
continue to build upon the legacy he 
created here at Rider.”
Clauss said the program has helped 

students grow, not just as athletes, but 
also as leaders.
“I feel very strongly the club sport 

program is a leadership program,” 
Clauss said. “The vehicle that we use 
to drive leadership is sports. These 
students aren’t going to go to varsity 
experience, but they still want to see a 
college sport experience. We are around 
the record of  about 375 students in the 
club sport program.”
These programs are run by students, 

according to Clauss. Some sports, such 
as ice hockey and equestrian, require 
coaching staffs, consisting of  Rider 
employees volunteering to take on those 
additional roles. But the main objective 
is allowing these students to continue 
living their playing days in college. 
As with all sports, there is always 

some risk, such as students getting 
injured and potentially inexperienced 
students managing teams, but Clauss 
said the school and the program 
help these students stay on the right 
path, without being an overwhelming 
presence, and allow the students to 
grow as students, athletes and people. 
“I think it depends on the leadership 

capabilities of  each student and also 
up to us in advisory roles to make sure 
we do our roles well,” Clauss said. “It’s 
also making sure we don’t step on the 
toes of  the students. It can be tough. 
We aren’t managed by the NCAA, so 
we don’t have that policy regulating all 
18 sports. It falls onto us to instruct the 
students in certain things because of  
the risk association with some of  these 
sports. These students aren’t getting 
paid to run their clubs. They do it 
because of  the love of  the sport. While 
these are not varsity athletes, they still 
have the spirit of  an athlete.”

Sports
Students find new avenue for sports

The number of club sports at Rider has nearly tripled within the last 10 years. Senior club ice hockey player Brett Ansbacher, center, won the team’s Coaches Award at an end-of-season banquet on March 26.
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